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Not Just Yet.

“In one of the shortest and most
straightforward messages he has ever
sent to Congress the President both
recognizes and deplores the fact that
the Federal Government “at present”
lacks power to supervise and control
the life insurance business throughout
the country.

The Federal Government, however,
can supervise and control the life in-
surance business in the Distriet of Colum-
bia. Cangress can pass laws for the
regulation of the life insurance business
in the District. Laws enacted by Con-
grees for use in the Distriet of Columbia
can, as the President suggests, be made
so0 comprehensive and so just that they
may well stand as models for imitative
Jegislation in the States. That is all true
and sound. But the President then pro-
ceeds to make afurther recommendation.
He wants the “Department of Insurance
of the District of Columbia,” so called,
created into a bureau of the Department
of Commerce and Labor in the Federal
Government,

This is certainly both novel and inter-
esting. The administration of public
affairs in the District of Columbia is a
matter of local government,vested by law
in a municipal corporation. The Bureau
of Commerce and Labor is concerned
with Federal functions affecting the
‘whole country. If there were to be any
extension of Federal control over the
life insurance business in the States the
old fashioned method would be by the
regular process of constitutional amend-
ment. To prepare the way for the en-
largement of Federal supervision and
{nfluence by setting up the present local
establishment of the Superintendent of

. Insurance of the District of Columbia

a8 a bureau of one of the great depart-
ments of the United States Government,

. to serve there as a model and mentor

s,

to the several States, is a conception
worthy of genius.

We do not think it will be done very
soon. If experiments are to be made in

i this direction let us begin by erecting

the Washington police into a bureau of

. the War Department, so that there may

b be a useful link between centralized

" Federal power and the uniformed forces

of law, order and safet - in the various
municipalities of the United States.

Nevertheless, the bare proposal illus-
trates the fecundity of President RoosE-
WELT'S political imagination and the
| enterprise of his initiative.

¥France Honors an American Citizen.
. The people of the country, irrespective

- \of political party or particular residence,

"will beartily approve, when once they

¥ understand its motives, the special mes-

&

-

sage which President ROOSEVELT sent
b the Senate on Wednesday, recom-
an appropriation of $25,000 in
r that the United States may be
ly répresented at the Interna-
pnal Maritime Exposition which will
hold in Bordeaux from May until
mber of the present year. Among
ﬂu nlﬁOnl which we understand have
|| mgreed to erect pavilions for exhibits, to
| send warships to Bordeaux and other-
. wise take active part are Great Britain,
Germany, Italy, Japan, Russia, Belgium
‘pd Mexico.
The formally declared official object

. of the exposition is to honor thy memory

‘of an American citizen by commemorat-
the “centenary of ROBERT FULTON'S

; successful application of steam to navi-

on.

*  The exposition is to be held under the

of France, and associated with
enterprise are many of the most
statesmen, patrons of

arts, scientists and business men of
i our sister republic.

Manufacturers, in-
. wentors, designers and dealers in all that
" pertains to shipping, yachting and navi-

© gation are expected to send exhibits,

'v

there is little doubt that America
be represented in such things. There
ﬂ.owiubomvicw.oolloouonofmm
" pelics, and both the army and navy are

_ ‘poctad to contribute.

It may not be remembered that Ros-
FouroN made his first experiments
steamboats on the River Loire,
and that NAPOLEON was at one time

Mudtoloadhlndcﬁdtom
ment, being dissuaded therefrom, how-

" ever, by officers of his own navy, who

: that French engineers could
Wnlyuoelmunhmmhnhoin
" this fleld of work. It is said that

" NarorLgow, with prophetio

imagination

to the worldwide revolution which
result should Fourown finally sue-

, hgsitated before dismissing this

-unmruku from his mind and

favor. But finally he did so, and
, after a brief sojourn in England,
to his own country where, on
Hudson River, in 1807, he realized his
bydcmoucuﬁn.thmor
steamboat. It is because FurrON'S
efforts were made on the Loire that

”

NN

France is giying an international expo-
sition in his name.

There is little doubt that American

citizens interested in marine construc-
tion, foreign commerce and yachting will
be glad to send exhibits to Bordeaux,
and the Federal Government will un-
questionably act promptly in its own
behalf. France has reserved the place
of honor for the American pavilion,
which will contain exhibits of our Gov-
ernment; has prepared plans for a strue-
ture along classio lines; has arranged
to provide building materials and work-
men, so that it can be erected without
further delay. The small appropriation
suggested at Washington is sufficient,
we understand, to pay for the pavilion,
for the salary, transportation and main-
tenance of a United States Commissioner,
for clerk hire, for packing, shipping, un-
packing and returning to this country
whatever exhibits the army and the navy,
as well as the State Department and the
DepArtment of Commerce and Labor,
wish to send. The Bordeaux exposition
will be thrown open to the public in about
three months.
« That FuLTON'S own country should
fail of being adequately represented
is simply preposterous. The Senate
should, and doubtless will, take favor-
able action immediately regarding the
President's recommendation.

Mr. Beveridge on Good and Bad
States.

There is an appropriate artlessness in
Sepator BEVERIDGE'S arguments for
his bill to prohibit interstate common
carriers from transporting the products
of child labor in mines and factories.
Whether there is or is not some uncon-
scious sociological exaggeration of the
facts or alleged facts about child labor,
Mr. BEVERIDGE'S theory of the remedy
makes the Federal Government the
moral guardian of the children in the
several States:

* These children, reaching what ought to be man-
hood and womanhood, become the parents of off-
spring inheriting their degeneracy, and these chil-
dren in turg grow up to produce other children still
more degenerate. This ruin of American citizen-
ship. wpog which alone this republic, ‘the last ex-
periment of freadom,’ rests, is too high a price to
pay for making still richer & few men who are
slready too rieh.

“The States, actip / separately, are not compe-
tent to stop the evisy Mirst, because if one State
passes A good law and other States do not, the
manufacturers in the good State are at a business
disadvantage with the manufacturers of the
State; for the latter can employ cheap child labor
and the former cannot. The manufacturers in the
good State suffer because of the very righteousness
of that State's laws; and the manufacturers of a
bad State profit by the very wickedness of that
State’'s laws, And American business men should
bave equal opportunities.

“If one State enacts and enforces good laws,
and other States do not, the making of good citf-
zens in the former State is neutralized by the mak-
ing of bad citizens In the latter State. For these
latter are citigens not only of that State which per-
mits their ruln, but also citizens of the nation. If
New York produces aanually a hundred thousand
degenerates, they are not citizens of New York
exclusively, but of the republic also. They vote
not only at State elections, but at national slections,
Also, they travel into other States, and these be-
come the parents of bad citl .

If a State does not try to secure by
legislation its moral health, the United
States must do it, thereby protecting the
“good” States from the “bad” States.
This is queer doctrine, if any doctrine
can seem queer in this age. If the pro-
tection of children is to be undertaken
by the Federal Government for the sake
of the general welfare, and specifically
to prevent the debasement of the gen-
eral electorate, what limit can be set to
the sphere of that central moral guar-
dianship? It is likely enough that many
of these child laborers will grow up into
capitalists and become “too rich,” like
their present oppressors; but admitting
that these c¢hild laborers are degener-
ates and destined to become the parents
of degenerates, are there not many
other and more children for whom the
same fate may be predicted? There are
plenty of “bad” parents even in “good”
States; and a certain percentage of
children in all States, even Indiana, will
go to the bad. Why should not the
Federal Government take charge of these
corrupt citizens, present and to come?
The 100,000 degenerates of this State,
for instance; and the round figures make
us think of another inspired young
mathematician, the Hon. ROBERT HUNTER
of this town. One hundred thousand
degenerates a year: what will that
amount to in fifty years at compound
interest? learly New York is a “bad”
State, and the all-wisdom at Washington
needs to take it in hand.

We cannot believe that even the citi-
zens of “bad" States want to have chil-
dren ill treated. What is ‘the actual
genesis of this excitement about child
labor? Did it originate in “good” States,
New England cotton manufacturing
States, that fear the competition of t.ho
“bad” South?

Two Resignations.

On Sunday, June 25, 1908, WiLLiaM How-
ARD TAFPT, Secretary of War, and JonN
F. WALLACRE, chief engineer of the Panama
Canal Commission, met in the Hotel
Manhattan in this city. In the course
of the interview between them Mr.
WALLACE made known the fact that
private employers in the United States
had offered to him a salary much larger
than the pay he received from the Gov-
ernment, and declared his intention to
leave the Government service. In an-
swer to this announcement Secretary
Tarr read Mr. WALLACE such a lecture
as foew grown men have ever been com-
pelled to hear.

The unfortunate engineer was re-
minded of the smallness of his income
previous to his engagement by the Gov-
‘ernment. He was also reminded of the
courtesy with which he had been treated
by the President and by other important
Federal officers. Although Mr. WaL-
LACE had offered to Kelp out until his
sucoessor was found, he was gocused of
changing his place overnight “for mere
lucre, without thought of the embar-
rassing position” in which he placed the
Government. He was told that he had
exceeded his rights, abandoned his
tagk and that he was “in honor. bound
to perform” his duties; and he was con-
demned for being "influenced solely by
his personal advantage,”

Mr. WALLACE ugﬂﬂod later before the

A

ooty e
Senate Interoceanio Canal Committes
that Secretary Tarr "crushed® him by
the sternness of his denunciation. This
might well have been the case.

Now THEODORE P. SHONTS has re-
signed from the chairmanship of the
Panama Canal Commission to take pri-
vate employment in this city, for the
avowed purpose of bettering his finan-
cial eondition. He quits the Govern-
ment just as the contract for the canal
is to be let, while a controversy over the
suitability of the site selected for one of
the most important works is unsettled,
at a time when any disarrangement of
the machinery of the commission must
be troublesome. What is the attitude of
the Administration toward him? Does
he receive a chastisement of the nature
that overtook Mr. WALLAOE? Is he held
up to contempt and scorn as a traitor?
Is he punished with the severest lash-
ing that one of the Administration's
strongest men can inflict?

On the contrary, Mr. SHONTS is bid
godspeed in the most friendly and kindly
phrases. He is helped on his way with
Executive good will and compliments. He
is thanked for his services, and his course
in quitting for more pay is approved
in generous terms by the highest in the
Government.

Why this distinetion between Mr.
WALLACE and Mr. SHONTS? What ex-
plains the differing expressions of Admin-
istrative_sentiment on the occasion of
theirretirement? Has there been a change
in the official attitude toward canal
builders generally? Or is calmness
and Jack of hostile emotion which marks
the departure of Mr. SHONTS from the
Canal Commission an unintentional, but
highly significant, compliment to Mr.
Warracg?

The Death of General Alger.

The lot of this distinguished, able, and,
as we beliave, sincerely patriotic.- Amer-
ican was uncommonly hard in at least
two particulars.

A gallant soldier of the Union army,
there is now no more doubt of his personal
courage in the field and military fidelity
than there is of his devotion to the
cause for which he fought. Yet it was
his fate to leave the service under a cloud
and to figure in the technical record as
an officer whose dishonorable dismissal
had been recommended by Prruie H.
SHERIDAN for absence without leave.

One of the hardest and most intelli-
gently useful workers under McKINLEY
during the period of our war with Spain,
it was General ALGER'S lot as Becretary
of War to serve as the lightning rod of
the Administration and to draw upon his
own head in concentrated vigor and
venom the main force of the opposition
to the Administration's policies.

The value of his services as an execu-
tive officer at a post of the greatest
importance during a time of the utmost
difficulty came to be generally recog-
nized later, just as the truth about his
record in the civil war finally prevailed
in the minds of candid men.

And, be it said to his honor now that
he is dead, no public servant of the past
quarter of a century has borne the per-
sistent assaults and misrepresentations
of bitter enmity with finer dignity than
was exhibited by RUSSELL ALEXANDER
ALGER, peace to his memory!

Mr. Letchworth’s Gift.

It was neither obstinacy nor selfish-
ness that caused WiLLiAM PRYOR LETCH-
WORTH to insist that the State should
accept his gift of land on his own terms,
ornotatall. Mr. LETCHWORTH was well
aware of the existence of the Genesee
River Company and of the terms of that
corporation’s charter.

Had the Letchworth property passed to
the ownership of the State as anything
but a trust the Genesee River Company
might have acquired, by condemnation
proceecings, land within its boundaries
for the erection of power houses and
the right to use the water flowing
through it for commercial purposes.
Under the deed of trust now in the pos-
session of Governor HUGHES, and which
he has been authorized by the Legisla-
ture to accept, such despoliation of the
property will not be possible, except
by the success of methods of httack
both roundabout and cumbersome. Mr.
LETCEWORTH has not only given to the
State a magnificent park; he has assured
its preservation to the public in its pres-
ent beauty for all time.

Titles in the Navy.

Our valued correspondent Mr. JOSEPH
C. STEBBINS, whose communication ap-
peared in THE SUN of Wednesday, Jan-
uary 23, appears to be mistaken when
he says: “Staff officers hold certain
naval grades established by law, which
have the same designation, and in fact
are the same, as those established for
naval officers of corresponding rank in
the line.” The personnel act of 1889,
which still stands, gives staff officers
“relative rank,” with corresponding pay,
emoluments, &o., but it specifically pro-
vides that “nothing in this act shall be
construed to change the titles,” &o,

Mr. STEBBINS goes on to say that “the
staff officers of the navy object to the
deprivation of their rights by abuse of
Executive power, and propose to submit
their grievances to Congress and the
American people.” We should advise
them to wait until the department takes
up the question of the staff personnel,
when they will get a patient and respect-
ful hearing. At present there is no dep-
rivation of rights, either through Execu-
tive power or otherwise. If Mr, Sres-
BINS really represents their attitude and
sentiments, they are merely demanding
something which the law has not thus
far given them, and which in our opinion
it is not likely to give.

When I ran fof Governor last year I decided
gcaanvo up working for money.~—The Hon.
OKB

Henoeforth this voluminous statesman
will work for love, for the pee-pul, for art
and for Hoks.

The uvo
gn twi luu hirlin
ur twir! w 2.
Hurling, mnc
Mouth unfur
Jibbering Jo-' Moraw;
r smiting, biting,
inttn( indicting,
ter mmn( MoRaN'
~3ong of tha_Bosion Ezchange Clubd.

Lieutenant-Governor DRAPER of Massa~
chusetta has been summoned in a wide

t little man
Time began;
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open letter by the Hon. Jomy Buroy Monaw
to give him the names of the miscreants
who were on duty in the Boston Exchange
Club the night of December 15, when $800
worth of rum was sold in that wicked insti-
tution. If his Honor doesn’t give the
names Mr. MORAN writes*

* Your sense of propriety wonld naturally suggest
your resignation from the office of LMW!
Governor.”

As Burin and the days roll on we feel
more and more the absolute congmity of
him and Boston. They were born for one
another.

The Raleigh News and Obaserver calls on
the Democratio parcy to be true to its
pledges. The Hon. JosgrErs DaNizLs
should not ask too much. The banned old
party has teken so many pledges so many
times.

Is ambition harmtul?—Louisville Post.

It doeen’t seem to harm Mr. BRrawn; and
in spite of a large dose of it Mr. Farr-
BANKS is as happy and peaceful as the
champion miloh cow.

An Austin daspatch gives another glimpee
of that great Captain of the Texas Rangers
and the Tartarus Extinguisher Bucket Brig-
ade, BirLL McDoNaALD:

“ His fine boots, without the usual high heels, '

were polished untll one could use them for & mirror
if need be. His gray suit was freshly pressed, and
was spotless. His shave was the latest from the
shop, and be held in his band a beautiful epeetmen
of tha hatter's art—cream of color and broad of
brim. The most vivid imagination cannos fancy
Captain McDONALD In a derby hat.”

Binn McDoNALD in a derby hat! It is as
easy to think of ATTILA Ribbling fudge.

It has taken Tammany Hall longer to
obtain control of the Board of Aldermen
than seemed probable a year ago. The
Republican and Municipal Ownership alli-
ance was so preposterous that from the
beginning its failure was inevitable. That
it held together a year and three weeks is
cause for wonder,

During the period in which Tammany
was in the minority in the board several
changes in procedure were brought about
that increased considerably its usefulness.
Its committees made reports that meant
something. Its records, instead of giving
the bare parliamentary bones of ita doings,
provided real information on city affairs.
Several of its members displayed in debate
knowledge of municipal matters. It gave
promise of development into a useful de-
partment of the town government.

e ——

POLICE COURT METHODS.

A Defence of the Proceduare In a Case
Recently Desoribed.

To ™z Eprtor or TeE Son—Sir: In a
letter signed “Lawyer” and published in Tas
Box of January 22, the writer complains of
Justice as administered in the Centre street
Magistrate’'s Court, and inquires whether
conditions such as he describes prevail or
whether his is an exceptional case.

To one familiar with police court proced-
ure “Lawyer's” letter is an indictment of
his own ignorance as a practitioner at the
criminal bar. A slight knowledge of Magis-
trates’ court methods would have.saved his
olient from the inconveniences to which he
was subjected. “Lawyer” alleges, among
other things, that on the morning of January
8, at 11:30 o'clock, a client of his was arrested
on four complaints charging him with a
violation of the labor law; that the case was
not reached until 4 o'clock, when the Magis-
trate set bail at $2,000 and gave him flve min-
utes to obtain & bondsman; that the bail was
reduced to $400 on the day following. and
that when he appeared in court with the cash
at 11:45 o'clock he found that his client could
not be bailed out until 2 o'clock. when the
Magistrate returned from a two hours recess.
“Lawyer” concludes that ball was excessive
and that the “scales of justice are pretty
well rusted” in that court.

Now let us comsider the facts. Where a
misdemeanor, such as in the present instance,
is charged bail is usually fixed at $500. If
four complaints are made, bail is fixed at
four times this sum. The fact that the Magis-
trate subsequently reduced the bail to $400
was not an admission that $2,000 was exces-
sive; it simply showed that upon going into
the merits of the case he considered $400
sufficient security for the appearance of the
defendant at the trial. Had "Lawyer” been
experienced in police court procedure he would
have come to court with a bondsman able to
qu-n!y in the u‘l amount.

wyer's® own state-

mont &u the luhtuu offered to accept
bail out of court, in the evening. Inasmuch
as court adjourns for the r at 4 o'clock
the Magistrate was willing to take bml in hln
leisure time for the meomm ation “Law

yer,” c eo wh ch ho ev antly dld not

CDD wyer
q{ oﬂol"'o ob(r | for his cllont
t}a‘n night. On e:‘hom toll?&ln{ when
awyer" appear Lourt w e ¢
he should have known that the Court lud
no authority to accept cash; that it must
ited at the oMce of the City Chamber-
lain a a receipt obtained therefor. Had
“Lawyer” pursued this course and presented
the receipt at the city prison, where his client
was being detained, he would have obtained
his immediate release without further order
from the Magistrate.

It therefore appears that “Lawyer’'s” client
was not kept in jail three hours fnur than
necessary becauss of the absence of the Magis-
trate, but because “Lawyer” did not know
his business. If any injustice was done to
‘Llwyorl client he had onlv himself to

ATEINS B. CUNNINGEAM.

Nuv YoRrk, January 24.

THE NEW SUBWAY.

Tt Will Net Repeat the Mistakes Perpetrated
in the Old Structure.

The Rapid Transit Commission has not
neglected the advantages of the first railroad
built under its direction as an educational
inssitution, and the form of contract for the
Lexington avenue route is designed to avold
the repetition of soms of the most apparent
mistakes that were made in the present
structure. Most of the stations, local as well
a8 express, are to be a block long, with en-
tran from two streets, as in the case of the
p nt station at Fulton and John streets.
Each station will be 435 feet long, enabling
ten car trains to be run both on the express
and on the local tracks The road will be
able to enrry 112,000 passengers an hour each
way, more than twice the capacity of the
existing subway.

The road bed will have a amooth surface
to facilitate cleaning. Water pipes with fire
hose attached will be installed at short inter.
vals. Reserve conduits for power and light
will be built. A footpath will extend along
each outer wall from station to station on a
level with the car platforms,

Midway between stations will be air cham-
bers in each outer wall, communicating with
the street above. The chambers will contain
automatic louvres, f»&mlmn: the outflow
and preventing the inflow of air. The up-
town and the downtown tracks will be
ant by*a wall, instead of by columnn ?o
provide ventilation through the piston action

f the trains. Each mber will have a
motor fan, to be set ln poutlon when the
temperature rises above that in the street in

ummer and when the sutomatic ventilators
Lu to n w the air every fifteen minutes.

ch alr mber will have a ladder, and
A as an exit for passengers in
w ent,

etween the roof of the subway and the
ltr t pavement will be galleries for wnor
{‘ gas pipes and for slectric oondulu Th
lieries will do away ‘uh the n r ?
ng up the street whenever a :g 8t
be oonnoctod with the street mains nnd whon
t.h* to be laid or repaired
hon will be no curved tion ?utfomu
vertising or slot machines will be ron

ut. the ouuunl News stands

mut
allo’

Fiction I8 to the fore In Scridner's Magarine for
February, with Mrs. Wharton's seria! and five
sliort stories, among the authors belng My. T. N.
Page and the Rev. Dr. H. van Dyke. Of unusual
interest isthe aocount of the White Fathers In Africa
by Mr. C. W. Furlong and Mr. W. C. Brownell's
essayon Lowell. Gen. Aloxander tellsabout Peters-
burg; sthere is an article on the bears of Alaska;
there are poems, and & paper by Prof. Brander
Matthows.
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THE PHRALANX OF 1830.

At the American Art Galleries in East
Twenty-third street there is on view a
oollection of Barbizon masters and others
oolfected by Mr. H. 8. Henry of Philadel-
phia. Thirty ino number for the names of
Géricault and®his mighty successor Dela-
croix are represented. Alexandre Gabriel
Decamps, who did not belong to the Fon-
tain group, is also in this gathering—
a notable one. There are seven Corots,
three Daubignys, one Decamps, four
Delacroix, two Diasss, two Duprés, qne
Fromentin, one Géricault, two Millets, four
Rousseaus and three Troyons. Mr. Henry
must have been wise in his generation,
for whether prompted by natural taste,
aided by experience, or the recipient of
exoellent critical prompting, his piotures
are eloquent testimony to some one's fao-
ulty of selection. And this is not meant
to insinuate that the ocollector was himeelf
lacking in tact and vision; in the absenoce
of testimony to the contrary he may be
credited with both. At the timehebought
these pictures, mostly from New York
dealers, the representatives of French and
English houses, there were still collectors,
survivals from the Tar and Tallow period,
who spent their hard earned cash on Bou-
guersaus and Maissoniers and Géromes,
or thoss Alma-Tademas in which human
beings look like marbles and the marbles
like soap.

But it must not be supposed that the
Henry piotures are of equal artistio value.
Out of the seven Corots only three are
striking exemplars. “ChAteau Thierry® (1)
is rather commonplace for Corot—were
it not for the sky. That sky is a luminous
miracle. A peasant woman stands in the
foreground. The ocanvas was exhibited
at L'Exposition des Conts Chef-d'(Euvres,
Paris, 1802, The Mantes picture (2) is an
exquisite study in spring foliage. It is
signed *Corot” on every tender leaf, on
every spar of tree. The same miraculous
clouds and shimmering sky! “The River®
(3) will by somé'be acclaimed the master-
piece of the ssven. The tonalities are
RUAVe, & tree rears itself in the centre with-
out rhetorical emphasis, the “reflecta” of
the heavens are mirrored on the water;
there is balance, there is a divine lueidity.
Over all hovers peace. The mood is Chopin-
esque—the Chopin of the Andante Spianato
or the third Prelude. Without the style
and finish of this canvas, but richer and
more rhythmie, is the “Nymphs” (4). You
are back to the days of Claude Lorrain,
with a hint of Poussin. But the tree grove,
the eky, are Corot's. We are transported
out of time, out of space without a note of
the self-conscious interrogation dear to the
later men of the nineteenth century. The
tonal harmonies are rich. It is a painting
that will be acoepted by amateurs as far
more characteristically Corot than “The
River,” because of its dainty little comedy
and its denser woven composition. Yet
“The River” offers a sincerer mood.

“Morning” (8) is a charming eclogue, less
Virgilian than suggestive of Lamartine.
Liszt could have composed his “Lac de
Wallenstadt” here without altering a bar
of his music. The mood is sentimental;
nature has her mood sentimental for the
poet as well as her prosaics for the stupid
man. A goat, a four footed melomaniac,
listens gratefidily to the piping of a shep-
berd. The delicate greens of the foliage
and the diffused light are very seductive.
One of Corot’s figure pieces with a pleasant
landscape background is called *Medita-
tion” (5). It is a well balanced composition.
A girl with her right hand to her chin sits
dreaming. The fabrics of her dress are
unobtrusively handled; her overskirt of
dull salmon red forms a symmetrical pas-
sage above her knees, where it is gathered.
A petticoat shows beneath. The pigture
will intrigue the fancy of the amateur.
It is not a masterpiece. When Millet re-
marked that Corot should substitute for
his eternal nymphs flesh and blood peasants,
had he seen “The Glade” (7) with its gos-
sips? Here the charming jewelled meadow,
the lofty trees, the summer atmosphere
vibrating with heat and light, the clouds
and the soft sward form precisely a theatre
for the joyful dalliance of mythologic
beings. Instead the painter has intro-
duced three peasant women, heads touch-
ing, exchanging their slanders and their
small talk. Yet you long for the nymphs;
the air is too full of enchantment for home-
spun and sabots. No doubt the transoript
of an actual scene. Corot was justified
in his decomative interludes, decorative
motives that would be singularly mis-
placed in a canvas by Millet. To every
man his fantasy. And like the little girl
of the Wordsworth poem, all these pictures
might sing in unison: *We are seven.”

Daubigny is always good to feast the eye
upon. His “First Shades of Night" (8) is
a twilight, a pool of water and the old
familiar duo between it and thesky. The
sun is behind the horizon; the broken lights
and scattered wisps of cloud forms are
artfully suggested. A different mood is
reflected in “The Harbor® (9) with its cool,
dripping beach, its wet lights, its notation
of a thriving, populous town. It reminds
one of Boudin. Jongkind has painted the
like, The third is a *Farm at Villerville”
(10), a moonlight, with a romantic moon
and a flash of far-off sea. The grassy fore-
ground is of velvety greens, various shades
of interlaced greens. It is a largecanvas
and an excellept one. Following the order of
the catalogue we come toa Decamps (11). A
genre piece, an interior, shows us a peasant
seated. The table holds a wine flask. There
s another man and a child. A sharp pas-
sage of sunlight focusses the eye above the
child’'s head. A very interesting picture.

The Delacroix! They are fine speci-
mens all, dating from 1851 to 1862. No. 12
is a lion, one of those beasts, slouching
and ferocious, that set the pace for the
latter day painters and esculptors. The
tints of its sleek coat, the syncopated
rhythms of itastride, the concentrated oru-
elty of eye and of mouth leave the spectator
in no doubt as to Delacroix's superb mas-
tery. He bas in No. 13 a tiger and a serpent
preparing for combat. The incarnation of
suspense is in the canvas. You forget its
tones, its lines and masees; drama is in the
air. Pure Orientalism is in No. 14, an Arab
mounting his horse. It echoes the period
that Delacroix spent at Algiers. It is gor-

in hue and design—and alive! “The
Release of the Princess Olga” (15), with its
dissonant harmonies of gold and blue
and white and black and salmon pink,
revives the story of Delacroix's search
after what to-day we call impressioniam.
Here are juxtaposed broad touches and
shadows show complementary colors. It is
a big canvas, the acme of romanticism and
charged with the powerful genius of its
creator. New York has seldom seen four
such Delacroix together.

Neither of the two Diaz pictures is
very remarkable. No. 18 is a Fontaine-
bleau reminiscence, the blue in the sky
and the reflections in the water being the
more agreeable notes. Of course the trees,
that have seen rough weather, are capitally
portrayed. “Whisperings of Love” (17) is
an artificial but pretty idea. Montioelli
could have painted it and it would not have
been superior Monticelli. It is not superior
Diaz. Jules Dupré is to the front in his
“Twilight” (19), a poetic conception, redo-
lent of the mystary and sweetness at sun.
down. The cloud-shine on the stormy
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dreamy quality. No. 18, “Sunlight,” with
a peasant guarding sheep under a clump
of trees, is interesting chiefly for its sun-
light in an autummnal atmasphere. The
sheep are not particularly vital. The touch
throughout is a trifle heavy. Eugéne
Fromentin is disappointing. Hia “Falcon-
ers” (20) is not vividly conceived, nor is it
colorful. His crying deficiency is hers
abcentuated: the canvas is airless. The
Géricault (21) is of historic value, one of
his athletip performances, “Starting the
Race at Rome”"—a pack of leashed horses
struggling with their grooms, eager for the
riderless plunge along the Corso. Above
are boxes holding sporting and fashionable
folk. There is animation, but no air.
Yet it is a Géricault, and such a name
should soore.

The two Millets are not of equal 'orth.
“The Retreat From the Storm” (22) bas
& touch of the tragic oommuphoq.
the fempo of the pioture is fascinating.
Vigor and delicacy are both expreased in the
peasant mother and her child. The large
pastel (28) is a shepherdess, with mum
ing perspective, and the protagonist, a
large, loosely modelled peasant girl, knitting
at the head of a brigade of woolly sheep.
There is a solitary dog. The light suffuses
the figures and gives to the stubbly ground
a oarpetlike aspect. The entire compoei-
tion quivers with this subduad radiance,
The girl is characteristio Millet—an acolyte
in the vast and immemorial service of labor.
A museum pioture if ever there was one,
with its gently uttered parable of work
and days

Whn lovdy Rousseaus! Some of us,
irrespective of the claims made by the
other canvases in this ocollection, claims
artistic and peouniary, would hold to these
four Rousseaus against the reat. The very
small landscape by this master (24) is &
gem, rich in ocolor, in composition very
simple. A road, several figures, sunlight,
a note ar two of blue—but what sunshine,
what blue, above all what oconcentrated
harmonies! The sky is Rousseau. “Pay-

Dutchman, Hobbema, and he was a Hob-
bema who had known Delacroix. And be
also drew from his palette the most silvery
chords that paint has ever known. Not
Ruysdael, not Cuyp, not Vermeer, boasted
the magic silver tone of Rousseau. His
“Sunlight® (26) is brilliant and truthful.
*Twilight” (27) is not without an Oriental
flavor to its glowing sky from which the
sun is absent. Here the master speaks
and all Barbizon and its genius must be
silent. Rousseau was the dominating fig-
ure of a group that is arbitrarily arranged
for critical convenience. Its membhers
painted the same landscapes, as Mozart and
Beethoven composed symphonies in the
same key. But with what different resulte!
We say Bach and Handel. We say Mosart
and Beethoven. We say Goethe and
Schiller, Byron and Shelley, Schubert lnd
Schumann, Raphael and Michael
How absurd are all such bracketings. bty
are ready made formulas for ready made
minds. These men had no more to do with
pach other’s art than has Richard Strauss
with the rococo prose of Oscar Wilde or the
Titanism of Nietzache. (But Strauss would
set a broomstiok to music.) Indeed, not
#0 much. is as unlike Millet as
Raphael was unlike Angelo. Diaz patterned
after him. Monticelli developed one side
of him—the decorative. Corot, the Chopin
of French landscapists, had no correspond-
ence with Troyon or Rousseau, Dupré or
Millet. Yet we shall always speak of the
“Barbizon paicters,” though they were so
many men of variously endowed pictorial
gifts who happened to spring up at the
same time and place. What did unite them
was a hatred of academic conventions; they
loathed the blacks and browns of studio
rdnt.. They strove to see Nature face to
ace. There were poets in the group that
read beautiful meanings into her, like
Corot; there were t strong men like
Rousseau and Millet, who strove with her
and extorted from her marvellous har.
monies and veiled messages of patience
and misery. Yet they were sach man dif-
ferent from his fellow. In 1877 came men
with still greater aptitude for painting—
Manet, Whistler, Degas, Monet, Renoir,
Pissaro Rodinand the rest—and the Barbizon
group became history. Their work is idyllic
in comparison with that of the so-called im-
pressioniste— idyllic, poet)c, wholly charm-
ing, without a trace of brutality, “verism®
or “modernity.” Yet are the Barbizonites
history. The new comers had laid bare
another sort of truth. Painting no more
than music may dare halt, may hold fast
to outmoded conventions, oconventions
that were onoe stirring gospel truths. The
painters discover this fact for themselves,
then the publio follows, and in the rear
troop the conservators of the Good, the
True, the  Beautiful. This is well. Criti-
cism is not prophecy.

To conclude: Three Troyons (29, 30, 31)
attract much laudable curiosity. The
soene (29) “Going to Market” seems to be
the public's favorite, though the cows in
30 are, to commit a Hibernianism, “bully.”
It is “1a Retour & la Ferme,” and was ac-
quired in 1896 at the sale of the late William
Schaus. It is a sterling example, painted
with all the solidity, breadth, richness and
verisimilitude of the artist. A picture
with the memory of which to leave the
gallery. The sale takes place to-night at
Mendelssohn Hall.

The Enlistment Contract.

To ™x EDiTor oF THE BUN—Sir: A soldier,
white or black, enters the army by & contract
of enlistment, unless he be consoripted. An
officer enters therein by a commission lssued
by the President.

Who has read an enlistment ocontract?

It is to be hoped that the Foraker com.
mittee will publish a copy of the negro en-
listment papers, so that we may .all read
the martial stipulat| therein made by
the United States the negroes contract-
ing on equal terms. What did each party
promise?

The contract was presumably for a term
of years, but what could happen meanwhile?
Under what circumstances could the negroes
sunder the contract?

It is not at all likely that the contract speci-
fles the conditions under which the United
States can set aside its stipulations, but yet
it is possible. Nor is it probable that a
definite tenure of service is assured to the
enlisted men, and yet it may be. Casvay,

Niw YORK, January 24.

Swettenham's Sollloguy.
(After reading the papers.)
Oh, for & lodge in some vast wilderness, '
Some boundless contiguity of Jungle,
Where | may hide me from my soul's distress,
And seek Nepenthe for my sorry bunglet

Ye kindly fates that o'er the egreglous ass-—
Yea, even o'er the dismal donkey —hover,

Ob, take me somewhere, turn me out to grass,
Where nevermore mankind may me discover!

Oh, set me somewhers east of Suez now;
Transiate me straightway ioto Hindustani;
Transmogrify me to a pig or cow~—
Or let me lapse fortbwith igto Nirveai!

For 1 am such & soryow,
And I am such a jJay,

I ought to pesk to-morrow
And merely meit away.

Rosxpyvs Lovs.

Shert Poem From Beston.
Ot all our would-be gentee! rot
The most lnanely rotten
hmn:“*-...- ®

SWETTENHAM AND OTHERS.

What Happened During Secrefary Rootr'y
Absence.

To ™ EprTor oF Tae Bon—S8ir: [+ (g4
great pity that the Hon. Elihu Root, Secratyry’
of State, was compelled by previous apg
important engagements to leave Washington
just when he did. A daw or two befors hiy
departure for Canada he addressed to thag
Hon. Esme Howard, Chargé d'ANaires of
Great Britain, a very polite and sympathetjs
note, expressing the national sentinisnt of
sorrow in respect of the calamity in Jamaieg
and offeging any services and ministrationg
within this country's power. Tt was a king,
considerate and felicitously tactful com.
munication and might well have set an ay.
ample for all subsequent proceadings on oy
part. Unfortunately, and perhaps becansg
of Mr. Root’s ahsence, it abtained no recog.
nition as a guide and keynote, and for thig
suffieient reason: Chargé d'AfMaires Howard
replied to Secretary Root's note, thanked
him cordially for the friendly, not to sy
fraternal, overture, and stopped short ar that,
He asked nothing, suggested nothing in rha
way of charitable intervention, and had My
Root remained in Washington to preside avap
the emergency it is entirely safe to say (Lt
the deplorable clash at Kingston would nag
have occurred.

In view of the Root-Howard correspond.
ence, it was manifestly our duty to restrain
the sympathetic impulse and content our.
selves with a strictly receptive attitude Ty
send our warships with offers of relis! wag
well enough, perhaps. To insist upon henev.
olent mediation was in many and importing
ways & questionable expedient. W. R

WasmiNaTON, January 24.

Criticism of the Resolutions of the Princy
Eltel's Passengers. .

To tae Eprror or TRE SUN—Sir 1t must
be balm indeed for an Englishman, suffering
from the ridicule caused by Governor Swer.
tenham's letter to Admiral Davis, to read the
resolutions of “We, & company of Americay

of Kingston, January 14 to Jani.
ary 17, 1907, on board the steamer Princs
Eitel Friedrich,” and the interviews with the
signers, as published in this morning’'s issue
of Tae BON. -

I have no comment to make, of course, on
the conduct of the women and of those mey
who had women dependent upon them, hug
for the rest of them—let's see what they did
and suffered that they should complain of the
treatment given them:

Father John O’'Donovan, rector of the Church
of the Immaculate Concepilon In Boston, seemed
to be the hero of the crowd by common consent
He was one of the fArst to take sheiter on the pler
of the Hamburg-American line.

Here heroic Father O'Donovan and ths
ecrowd stayed, except when they were fryv.
ing to better their own condition, so far as
we can learn through two columns of inter-
views with them in Tag Sox:

On Tuesday morning, as Father O'Donovan and
tha others desoribed it. their plight on the pier was
awful. They had to break open bags of frult and
barrels of crackers to get anything to eat.

With the wounded still lying uncared for
in the streets, these men, in addition to tha
above mentioned hardships, had to go hunting
for water. I have looked In vain through
the two columns of interviews for ona act of
helpfulness on their part to any one outeide
of “We, a company of American refugees ”

Father O'Donovan and one other man did
leave the pier long enough to go in carriages
in search of the Govornor in cog:puny with
the American naval office and no doubt
un the Assistant Colonial Ty a piece
&othelr minds when they uued m meet the

When Captain Parsons tried to put a mla
courage into cho panic stricken crowd he
k:c ned to st the wrong oén‘n on the
one who - never P through a
lool.bcll game with a couple of broken ribe,
51 uproar over the bluff captain’s cruelty
is like unto *‘or earthquake.
lther the ingston earth-
mk have heen greatly exaggeral or
ople un to realize che e ceptional
ood ortuse they have had have al-
owed themselves to be mlJo rl jculous in
twist the British lion’s tail.
me when two pations are trying to
p tbelr tempers to have cnc u e8s of
he resojutions nre hc
"3{? onco jutlnu any nhuko u
is lln to print
ORK, January 23. i,

. RELIGIOUS PLAYS.

Usually Fallures, Pleasing Nelther Clergy
Nor Latty.

To Tae Epitor or Tar Son—Sir: Last
night, in the production of Richard Strauss's
opera “Salome.” the religious play reached
its climax. The play was staged with con-
summate skill, and yet the audience was horr!
fled and disgusted. Not even the talent of
an eminent actress could tone down the scena
which represented Salome gloating over tha
head of the decapitated prophet, asshe reached,
step by step, the front of the stage. It seemed
asthough the horrible sight would never end,
and & number of the audience left the theatre
All this in the face of the expe-
religious phy in the last few years.

Frohman, who ought by thia

time '.o bo able to gauge the public taste,
roc:: across the ocean JBen Greet and
h ystio plny “Everyman.” It was a fail-
Olrlx Lt nrn%nud medimval con-
/re certainly not

by the Christian teaching of the

Y. A f 3 before we had
Sign of the Cross " indorsed by )ir
e and the Arc bhbop of Canterbury

: lt. WAS & © ber of horrors, in
llk ruly realistic fashion, the

lmmonlltln of Nero's court, disgusting 1o

y pure lmnd. n‘? he agonies of a voung
mthg zvom imb on the rack

e lu t .nd e-rln( of the audience
ne ovon moro horrible than thatof John

aces of tha

?”Z'ﬁ

arﬁ-lo ast evenin “Quo Yadis"
d the “Ma Qn were ‘wery doubtful
monllty Not bad enough for the evil minded
aor !o&d enough for the religious. The story
¥ vu rmnted At nly s to emy!’
ere a miser
ﬂpture as ha
hh young wife and female slave
wI hin tlm earing of the audience, never
ucurod an attendance much beyond a baker's
8 ulln. and artistic rep-
tntlono "} lical narrative of Esther,
t Wu pla to Qn empty house “Ben
lure. srut. fnancial success
to the mechanical

ur.

the srage,
imax in the ¢ rim race

upo t coess of n Hur.”
n’n&n‘ vu pr uced at the
hmre nn pro

a financial
mor. encouraged by
produced hia
lu vlth roluldoublc artistic
t oxponditure of money
Jud zmont of a theological
more than an

ndut i
ﬂluunto;y B!N‘ﬁu lesson.
" was brought to the Ma-

ma o
& few weeks ago gnd sraged

est
g. lfcnry lflllor. but it did not take. \lw
of reli

drama o

gion were appealed to. Hun

tickets were given free to chnn

u! it ntldo n unplnnnt. impress.or

othing in it Lo attract the rw'r
o worl and churchgoers were horrified
they saw an actor on his knees "per-
{’.mlnc prayer, and entering the arena o
m to nloco- by lions with a gross in hi 3
Even the spectacle of the idol of

upuer flluminated by a _cross, ridiculon -'\
imilar to the cross on the Vu:blnqton Bouara
pcut. hurch, made little or no lmpn BELOD
J) was . failure from the box u‘ o
:t.ln point tt:"co{tiunly v\s‘. not a success
L natruction
l’n%"mmn thn there are more rel z-
w‘l store or The question arises
oh ¥y 'nonl‘:holrr‘u on uly.d ?wmhu
e ous
%ﬁ answer is thia: he apduthnd elerg
does not regard the theatre so much s
t instruction u“’ ace of entertiin-
mont mmmont hen the overwor.1
elonmn ets “a night off* he wants to
ﬂ . he would rather go to on:
iibert nnd lulunnu operas or to suh A
thu P From Mars” tjan = '=
a rounc Christfan on the rack of tort
¢ gloating over the head of ./ n
prietors of pl-g and thoge wiho
, m must remember that (hirty or
{ ynn ago the theatre was pretiy gon-
y donouncod from the pulpit. A cha g9
was_ brought nhouv very !u. I
g\uh mnuonm of t
? anchester, En(
att tud does not arise from the fv'»'
u the ¢t mra is & teaching power which
lupphnt lhn wlplt the lo"mro hall and

ALY ~lrnnm: )
iul A0 h ntro%.o-ukno of the present
pcovomun ve healthy recreatio
® theatre seems to be the only 1ica3

hl- on an evening at the closa of 1

It is therefors held 1o be 102

ers of religion to see as fa; &

he theatre is free from this

rop ive and immoral. We cr -

not_ reach that standard

lnropoutn Ope: ’?'uu last evening 0

the pr, mqno“r &r:ug- setting of
ome. ” LERGYMAN,

lv YORE, Jn

At the




