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A Friendly Visitor.

We should like to reject as inventions
of the enemies -or the stupid friends—
of the Mayor all current reports repre-
senting that gentleman as still deter-
mined to resistiin every possible way
the attampt to dispose, by conclusive in-
vestigation, of Mr, WiLLIAM R, HEARST'S
pernicious pretensions to the office which
Mr. McCLELLAN holds, as we believe, hy
an honest title,

Opportunity is kinder to Mayor Mc-
CLELLAN than it is to gome men, There
are those to whom its golden visits are
never repeated,

A Ghost of the Simplified.

On Wednesday, May 22, the postmaster
at Asbury Park addressed to an estimable
citizen of New Jersey an official postal
card of the Post Office Department,
Form 3743, conta:n ng this revolutionary
statement:

*“ A plere of mall detter) addrest to you Is held
for 2 cents postage ™

Our friend sends to us in haste and
manifest perturbation of gpirit this ev~
fdence that the shadow of the Simplified
is still upon the land.

On the twelfth of December of last
year the House of Representatives de-
clared, by a vote of 142 to 25, that no
money appropriated by the Legislative,
Executive and Judicial bill should be
paid for salaries in connection with the
printing of documents authorized by
law or ordered by Congress unless in
the spelling thereof the Public Printer
*followed the orthography recognized
and established by generally accepted
dictionaries of the English language.”

The next day, December 18, 1008, the
House, without a dissenting vote, passed
a resolution declaring it to be the sense
of that body that in documents ema-
nating from “any executive department”
the printers should “observe and adhere
to the standard of orthography pre-
scribed in generally accepted diotiona-
ries of the English language.” The
President thereupon announced, throngh
Representative LANDIS, that he accepted
the decision of Congress and wonld issue
a new order to the Public Printer direot-
ing the exclusive use of the old or pre-
Carnegian form of spelling,

We do not thinl our correspondent
need be alarmed. This official postal
card, Form 3548, may bs nothing more
than an accidental remainder of the old
stock and a reminder of the awful davs
when THEODORE ROOSEVELT bossed the
nation's proofreading,

The Law's Delay in England.

We are getting just a least bit tired of
the persistent laudation of criminal pro-
cedure in England as ecompared with the
conducet of prosecutions for crime in this
country, The Thaw trial is used as a
text not only by newspaper writers but
also by clergymen, lawyers, other public
speakers and even by some Amcrican
Judges, who ought to know better, to
illustrate the proposition that dilatory
methods are characteristie of our courts;
and this case has been compared agein
and again with that of RAYNER in Eng-
land, where the prisoner was arraigned,
tried, convicted and sentenced to death
in a single day.

It might be supposed from eomparisons
such as these that the undue prolonga-
tion of a crimnal prosecution was un-
known in England. Nevertheless, there
ought still to be a few persons living who
are able to remember the second Tich-
borne trial. After the claimant to the
Tichborne baronetey, pretending to be
Sir ROGER Ti1cHBORNE, had failed in a
civil guit which he ingtituted to recover
the estates, he was indicted for perjury
in having sworn that he was in fact Bir
RoGER TicHBORNE and in denying under
oath that he was ARTHUR ORTON; and
the trial of this indictment is, we think,
unparalleled in the history of American
jurisprudence for the needless length of
time consumed in its conduet.

The trial began in April, 1873. At that
time there existed a special provision of
law in England which permitted eriminal
trials of exceptional importance to be
presided over by three Judges instead of
only one. Under this law the court con-
gisted of Sir ALEXAND¥R COCKBURN, then
Lord Chief Justice of England, and Jus-
tices MeLLOR and LusH., 8ir HENRY
HaAWKINS, afterward for many years a
distinguished Judge himself, was the
leading counsel for the prosecution, being
assisted by CHARLES BOWEN, one of the
most accomplished lawyers in England,
{vho subsequently became a Lord Justice
of Appeal but died afier ashort and brill-
fant career on the bench. The claimant
was defended by Dr. KENEALY, a fine
classical scholar and eloguent speaker,
who derived his title from his honorary
degree as a doctor of laws, The case for
the prosecution lasted through April,
June and July until July 21, when Dr,
KENEALY began his opening address in
behalfl of the defendant, concluding it
Just a month later, on August 21. The
evidence for the defendant then oocupled
the court until October 27, 1878, when an
adjournment was taken in order to obtain
evidence for the proseoution from South
Dl ~% Etralia: and —-as wh
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until December that all the evidence was
finally putin. On the second day of that
month Dr. KENEALY began his address
to the jury. This continued during the
remainder of the year 1878 and until
January 14, 1874, On the following day
Mr. HAWKINS rose to reply and his
speech lasted a fortnight. Then came
the charge to the jury by the Lord Chief
Justice. This address eccupied eighteen
sittings of the court; and as evidence of
the keen interest which the case excited
in the public mind the biographer of
Lord BowEN states that “the report of
the Judge's charge in the London Times
occupied no less than 180 columns of
that paper.” The case was finally sub-

mitted to the jury on February 28, 1874, -

having lasted through 188 actual work-
ing days!

Here we have a great criminal trial
before the most eminent Judges in Eng-
land in which the parties were repre-
sented by the ablest counsel. If any men
on the bench or at the bar ought to have
been zealous to conduct the case in such
a manner as to avoid just reproach, such
men were engaged in this cause, No
doubt the complicated nature of the
proofs and the evidence to be sifted
in order to present the issues intelligibly
to the jury justified a certain degree of
prolixity in the proceedings; but after
the conclusion of the trial it was freely
conceded even by friendly critics in Eng-
land that the waste of time was enormous
and to some extent discreditable to the
bench and bar. We now recall the lead-
ing incidents of this celebrated litigation
to the attention of the publio in order to
show that the recent unfavorable com-
parison of American criminal procedure
with the conduct of criminal trials in
England is not wholly warranted by the
faots of judicial history.

We have no disposition to defend the
law's delay wherever it is unnecessary;
but criticism of dilatory procedure in the
criminal courts in this country, however
justifiable in itself, should not be sup-
ported by reference to a supposed supe=
riority in England which does not exist
when the comparison is made between
cases of like character,

A Practicable Programme for the
Hague Congress.

It was a sensible conclusion which was
reached on May 24 by the Lake Mohonk
conference on international arbitration
with reference to the programme to be
submitted to the Peace Congress at The
Hague. After an earnest debate in
which a proposal to limit armaments
was advocated by Dr. EDWARD EVERETT
HALE, Dr. CHARLES FoaNANI of the
Union Theological Seminary and Mr.
EpwiIN D. MEAD of Boston, and opposed
with equal vigor by Mr. Jou~N D. LoNgG,
formerly Secretary of the Navy, and
President ELtor of Harvard University,
the conference decided not to jeopard
the accomplishment of its primary object
by adopting a recommendation known to
be hopeless at this time by reason of the
position taken by Germany, Austria and
ttaly. The programme which was finally
agreed upon and which will be submitted
to the Hague Congress embodies six
recommendations, two at least of which
are likely to be accepted.

For instance, we may take for granted
that the Hague Congress will approve of
the suggestion that hereafter it will meet
periodically at dafes fixed beforehand.
We do not expect to see much if any
opposition to the proposal that such
changes be made in the Hague court as
may be needed to establish a definite
judicial tribunal always open for the
adjudication of international questions.
There is more doubt about the assent of
the Hague Congress to a modified form
of the Drago Doctrine, providing that
hereaflter there shall be no armed inter-
vention for the collectionof private claims
when the debtor nation is willing to
submit such claims to arbitration, Sefor
DraGo himself would not make an agree-
ment for arbitration an indispensable
condition of immunity from the forcible
collection of contractual debts, but with-
out the stipulation named it would be
difficult to secure an indorsement of the
principle by Great Britain, Germany and
Italy, which took part in thebombardment
of Venezuelan seaports and subsequently
obtained from the Hague tribunal a judg-
ment declaring them preferred creditors,

The fourth proposal included in the
programme framed by the Lake Mohonk
conference, that the inviolability of inno-
cent private property at sea in time of
war shall be proclaimed a fundamental
principle of international law, is sure to be
supported warmly by the United States,
As long ago as 1858 our Federal Govern-
ment offered to subscribe to the Declara-
tion of Paris, by which privateering was
abolished, provided the inviolability of
private property at sea (not contrabapd
of war), even when carriod under an
enemy's flag, should be established,
England and the Continental Powers
were willing to renounce privateering
because they counted on their ability to
destroy an enemy's merchant navy by
meang of fast cruisers and commerce
destroyers. It is obvious that if the
proposal mentioned should be adopted
most of such vessels would lose their
principal reason for existence,

A similar aim is contemplated by the
gixth recommendation sanctioned by
the Mohonk conference, that certaln
ocean trade routes should be neutral-
ized, This suggestion also would have
met with but little favor (n Great
Britain fifty years ago, but now, when
famine can only be averted in the United
Kingdom by the uninterrupted importa-
tion of breadstuffs it seems probuble
that British statesmen may take a differ-
ent view of their nation's interests, If
the inviolability of private property at
sea in war time were recognized, or if
definite trade routes were neutralized,
Great Britain would escape not only the
danger of famine but also the unwelcome
alternative of seeing her ocean carrying
trade pass under a neutral flag. As our
own experience has shown, such carrying
trade once lost is not easily recovered.

The recommendation of the Lake
Mohonk conference that the Hague
conference shall agree upon a general
arbitration treaty for the settlement of
all international disputes has, we regret
to say, no prospect of adoption. Befior
ExriQue 0. CrERL, Mexican Ambassador
to the Thited States, was undoubtediy

right in affirming that the time is not
yet ripe for unrestricted arbitration.
When three great ' nations refuse even
to discuss a reduction of their military
armaments it would be idle to ask them
to accept a general arbitration treaty.
The two things if they come at all will
come together. Meanwhile, however, it
should be possible to extend the scope of
arbitration by improving the facilities for
a resort to it.

Japan's International Relatlons.

The rapidity of Japan's ascension
from obscurity to the front rank of world
powers may well seem marvellous to
contemporary onlookers, but it is by no
means without a precedent in the history
of Asia, which from time immemorial
has been the cradle of quickly developing
empires.

Considerably less than half a century
elapsed, for instance, between the date
when CYRUS the Great emerged from his
highland principality of Persia proper,
and the death of his son CAMBYSES, yet
in that interval was created a monarchy
which was destined to endure for up-
ward of two centuries and which spread
from Samarkand to Smyrna and from
the Caspian to the Second Cataract of
the Nile. Less than fifty years was
needed to erect upon the ruins of the
Hellenistio kingdoms founded by ALEX-
ANDER'S successors the immense Par-
thian realm which stretched from the
Euphrates to the Indus, and which in
historical fact as well as in the imagina-
tive picture drawn by MruroN in “Para-
dise Regained” remained for centuries
the wiconquerable counterpoise of the
Roman world. Within less than seven
decades after the death of MOHAMMED
the sway of the Caliphs reached from the
Hindu Koosh to the Pyrennees, and in
less than two generations the enormous
dominion evolved by GENGHIS KHAN and
his descendants extended from the
neighborhood of the Vistula to the China
Sea. ' When we keep in view these prece-
dents our astenishment at the develop-
ment of Japan In prestige and influence
within the short span of forty years is
considerably qualified.

That Japan would beat China to the
ground in the war of 1894-95 might have
been taken for granted from the moment
that the former Powet adopted the mili-
tary and naval methods and the per-
fected weapons of the West. But that
the island empire of the Pacific, which as
lately as 1867 had no war fleet and whose
warriors were gtill limited for weapons
of offence to the sword and the bow,
should have been able in the war of
1904-05 to defeat on land and sea the
most colossal of European Powers was
undoubtedly an achievement which under
all the circumstances must be pronounced
unparalleled in the history of the West~
ern world. Even before the outcome of

her contest with Russia had justified |

Japan’s claim to a place in the first rank
of nations the demonstration of military
and naval efficiency made by her in the
war with China had led the Western
Powers to relieve her from the odious
régime of exterritoriality by which
China and Turkey are still humiliated.
Not until August 12, 1905, however, had
any Christian State entered into an
agreement based on the assumption that
Japan would have quite as much to give
an ally as she could receive, The Anglo-
Japanese treaty, signed on the date just
named, was based on that assumption,
and it has been followed by negotiations
for similar though not identical compacts
with Russia and France.

When the signatures have been at-
tached to these negotiations we shall
witnessthe amazing spectacle of a nation
which forty vears agon was centuries
behind Europe or the [United States
in the arts of offensive and defensive
warfare linked by treaties not merely
commercial, but political, to some of
the most enlightened and mighty States
on earth,

The Anwesthesia Submarine.,

Painless naval warfare is the invention
of a Massachusetts man, Mr. CaArRL M.
WHEATON of Newtonville, If the Gov-
ernment should adopt his submarine,
bulletins of victory in our future wars
would read like this:

" We bave put the enemy to sleep, and they are
ours.”

OLrvER HAZARD PERRY used canister,
grape, ball and scrap iron in the battle
of Lake Erie, and decks ran blood. Mr.
WHEATON'S weapon would be an anms-
thetio, and the enemy without running
away would live to fight another day.
Thege would be no horrors of war; no
dead, and therefore no widows and
orphans; no wounded, and therefore no
need of pensions, except such as the poli-
ticians equld obtain for needy veterans
of one or more campuaigns of anmsthesia.
Mr.WHEATON gives the following account
of hig boat and the process of putting a
Dreadnought out of action:

* The boat is equipped with a tank capahle of
standing a pressure of 500 pounds to the square inch,
Ntyed with tubes and other means for rapld heating,
which would contaln (say) Afty gallons of & non-
explosive anmsthetlo, with further supply from
which to draw, and connected by strong tublng
with & puncturing gun (entirely new) which fires &
tube up through the outer apd inner bottoms of
the ship attacked. To this the flexible tubing s
attached and the anmsathetic turned on. 1f injected
under heavy pressure in the form of steam It will
permeate the ship as far as clear openings will
permit, and {f administered anywhere between the
masts (or about 200 feet o ships of the New Jersey
class) It will effectually put out of actlon the men
opersting the bollers and englurs, thereby putting
the ship practically out of commission, as all funo-
tions on shipboard depend directly or Indirectly on
steam supply for operstion.”

Mr. WHEATON prefers his  stupor
inducing method of warfare, in which
he s supported by Mr. MOORFIELD
¥rory's Anti-Imperialist Society and by
ex-Secretary LONG'S peace society, but
the Wheaton submarine is also equipped
with a bomb with a time fuse which can
be attached to the bottom of a war ves-
sel, and which is ealculated to blow to
gmithereens combatants who refuse to
surrender after their engineer force has
been put to sleep. The Wheaton sub-
marines cost $200,000 apiece, and in groups
of six ($1,200,000) the inventor believes
that they would make short work of a
$10,000,000 battieship,

During the period of éxcitement pre-
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ceding the war with Spain a N Eng-

W

bethought him of imitating nature, and

cunningly painted as to be as invisible
on the surface of the ocean as the trout
isinthe pool, At least he was thoroughly
convinced of it himself. He took his
model to Washington, put it in a tank
with gray painted sister ships, and asked
a cornered officer of the Bureau of Con-
struction how many vessels there were
in the water, The count was wrong
and the inventor triumphantly indicated
the invisible ship, It was impossible,
however, to interest a red tape depart-
ment in the trout ship, and we went to
war with the old kind,

Mr. WHRATON'S invention is certainly
an improvement on the conceit of the
New England artist, for {t was no part
of the artist's plan to eliminate carnage,
but to make it surer and safe. Assuming
that Mi. WaBATON'S puncturing gun
with the tube attachment for spraying
engine rooms satisfles the tests of the
department's experts and is accepted
by the Government, it should follow that
any nation depending on Dreadnoughts
and obsolete submarines would face
bankruptoy if it went to war with the
United States. Dr. NIOHOLAS MURRAY
BUTLER advocates an international po-
lice to enforce decrees of the Hague
tribunal. In some quarters the idea ex-
cites scepticism, but it will no longer be
derided if the submarine rapid fire anss-
thetic gun does the exeocution claimed
for it by the inventor. Mr. WILLIAM
T. STEAD, if allowed the floor at the
Hague conference, would no doubt be
glad to bring it forward as a solution of
the peace problem.

Rallway Killings.

In Accident Bulletin 23, covering the
months of October, November and De-
cernber of last year, the Interstate Com-
merce Commission publishes a table
showing the number of passengers killed
in each quarter gince that beginning with
October, 1903, which indicates how diffi-
cult it is to make any intelligent general-
ization on this subjeot:

Quarter ended
December, 1908, .....
September, 1008 .,
June, 1008.. ....
March, 1908, ......
December, 1008.....
September, 1905 ..
June, 1905.. 5
March, 1005, .....
December, 1004, ..
September, 1004,..
Jume, 1904, .....

December, 1908....... eiasrsseentises sassreanived 147

The number of killed in the last quar-
ter of 1003 was three times the average
of the nine preceding quarters, the
commission says. The uselessness of an
“average” when the figures rise from

23 in one period to 228 in another is
obvious.” A study of the table will show
how little effect the seasons have on
railroad accidents. The fatalities for
the last quarter of 1906 were 180; for
the corresponding period of 1905 they
were 50. In July, August and Septem-
ber, 1004, the season of most frequent
holiday excursions, 228 persons were
killad; no other year recorded in the
table shows anything like such a total,
In April, May and June of 1008 27 per-
sons were killed; in the same quarter
of 1905 the fatalities were 41, and in 1904
only 23. There is nothing to be gained
from the study of statistics when the
records show such a lack of uniformity
as is presented here.

To wmeveral correspondents in Brooklyn
and elsewhere: THR SUN respectfully de-
clines the use of ita columns for the reopen-
ing of the main question involved in the
Beecher-Tilton scandal of a third of a
oentury ago.

A noticeable feature of the beginning of
this year's cricket season in England is
the preponderance of paid professionals in
firat class matches. In the past gentlemen
and paid players have played side by side,
but the former have usually equalled or
surpassed the number of the latter. This
year Yorkshire has been playing ten pro-
fessionals on {ts eleven; Surrey, Kent and
Lancashire nine each, and most of the other
oounties a majority of paid players.

It looks as if the automobile and golfand
other eports that make less demands on
time were drawing away amateurs from
the natiornal game. Possibly the desire
to gain the championship may have some-
thing to do with it, though hitherto the
gentlemen have generally been as service-
able members of the team as the profes-
gionals.

The Hon. WiLLiaMm E. CHANDLER, who is
taking a hand in the Eddy litigation at
Concord, N. H,, was flatly contradicted by
General STREETER, counsel for the trustees,
the other day, but there was no bloodshed,
Mr., CHANDLER saying calmly:

* 1 can take the lle from General STRRRTER. |
have taken It from persons even higher in station
than he.”

Thie was the reply of a man who realized
that after being distinguished by the Presi-
dent he himself conferred distinction on any
lesser person who imitated that illustrious
example,

The island of Dominica is only about
thirty miles long and sixteen wide, and
CoLompus discovered and named it on his
second voyage to the Antilles. Now that
Africa has been pretty well explored there
seems to be an opportunity for ploneer
travellers to turn their attention to small
but virgin fields in Dominica,

More than a year ago Mr. GRIEVE, a
Boottish naturalist, decided to go to Do-
minica to make a study of its flora and
fauna. The Edinburgh Chamber of Com-
meroce heard of the projeot and informed
Mr. GRIEVE that as the most contradictory
statements had been circulated as to the
prospects and capabilities of Dominica he
would have a fine opportunity to study the
island as & fleld for Britieh settlers, He
promised to do so, and the chamber en-
listad the aid of the Colonial Office, which
ordered the officials of Dominica to afford
the explorer every facility.

Arriving at the island, Mr. Grreve in-
formed the officials that he wished to explore
the interior. They shook their heads dubi-
ously and told him they were very doubt-
ful if he could carry out so arduous an
undertaking, as the interior was glmost
entirely without roads and covered with
primeval tropical forest,

He howed his way through the forest,
however, his negro porters mowing the un-
derbrush with their machetes. He olimbed
the mountains, looked down into the boil-
po e Byl e - o

has enjoyed for
yoars just as he resched the wmiddle of
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invisibility of trout in still sunlit waters;”| of & biack man; and he

oontracted a violent
dislike for a variety of tree fern tovered

| with sharp spines, which tore his clothes

he produced a miniature warship so | b

can scarcely be avoided.

The authorities told him he had done
wonders, but he is not at all satisfied with
the map he made, and excuses its many
shortcomings on the ground that he was
ocompelled to impose his material upon a
map of the island made in 1776. The at~
tention of the Royal Geographical Bociety
should be drawn to this neglected corner of

the world.
————

SOCIAL EVOLUTION,

Man's Moral Nature and Material Progress
Explained by Envirenment.

To TE® EDITOR oF THE BUN—Sir: It will
doubtless be granted that the physical con-
formation of man is the result of his mate-
rial environment. He stood up on his hind
feet, and his front feet became changed into
hands because he had to get himself a living,
and he could get a better living as a biped
than as a quadruped. Though there are no
mez now living at that low stage when the
observer would be In grave doubt as to
whether they are men or an Improved kind
of gorilla, yet nobody will now doubt that
at one time there were such ancestors. They
had no fire, no speech, no tools deliberately
fashioned and formed. They had no society,
much less a family. Among such beings
where was “the moral nature,” or the power
of forming ldeals?

When, however, in order to get a better
living the horde was formed, living together
In promisouity, something like a moral nature
began to form, the virtue of courage for the
benefit of others; something like a mind
began to form from the necessitv of come
munication by manual and vocal gesture,
hronuonn were painfully and slowly made,
of the way to kindle fire and the way to
chip a flint 8o as to make a tool, all the way
long, atep by step to what are recognized to
be mechanlical inventions, while growing out
of these mechanical inventions were social
Inventions servlnr the same purpose, to make
a better living. If from the sound “pt” rep-
resenting the noise of some swiftly fiyin
creature we get the word “petition,” as Prof.
Greegough has proved, It 18 not impossible to
s¢e Lhat the mind of men developed in much
the same way as his body, from vesy incon-
siderable beglnnlntfu each advance being
go% morelr an addition to its redmeu{ors

ut & multiplier of them. Within the last
century we have seen a gesture language
grow from rudimentary signs expressing
nothing but the simplest concrete notions to
slgns expressing the most abstract and relig=-
fous concepts. I mean the sign language of
the non-hearing, which is not Enchsh or any-
thing like English. What power of Idealiza-
tion could the con enlull:;odea! have had
before the Abbé de L'Lpie?

’ there a mo;&l precept which s not a
soofal precept? hat is “my duty® if it Is
not "my duty toward my neighbor"? The
one "toward God” is entirely the obligation
to respect as authoritative the command to
fulfil “my duty toward my neighbor.” The
buman race was well along toward ¥merging
from the gtatus of barbarism when it in-
vented ;ﬁ 8 who gave sanction to eocially
beneficial conduct and disapproval of that
which is “wicked.” which is the same thing
as “wasteful.” The battle ground of to-day
Is this: We have attained a plane of civiliza-
tlon In advance of our institutions. Con-
science, which is the social sense, is struggling
with selfishness, which is the individual sense.
We know that the society is more than the
individual, and we know which sense will get
the ultimate victory. It s precisely the same
rroblem which has come up so many times
n the past, and has always been solved in the
same way. The goclety that did not yield to
the social sense’ perished. Our savage an-
cestor did not want to give up certain con-
Jugal rights any more than the multi-million-
aire wants to give up hisriches,’ but he had to,
or the evil of inbreeding would have de-
stroyed the race,

It seems to me

-

0 uite apparent that “the
moral nature” and the power to form ideals
are the results of social environment, just as
the %h)lnlcal conformation of man is the result
of the world about him. The struggle for
existence in one case, as in the other, i& a
aufficient explanation of both problems. Of
bot! They are the same. E. W.
BROOKLYN, May 25.

Is This Another Question for The Hague ?

To Tk EpiTon or THE SUN—Sir: Why
ocan’t we arrange by treaties with the foreign
Powers the rate of apeed which Ambassadors,
Ministers, Chargés d'Affaires, Consul-Generals
and Consuls may travel in automobiles, and
whether the rate of speed shall apply to the
other automobiles of the party of s'ch rep-
resentative than the one he is in, and end
this trouble which is continually » ising?

NEW YORK, May 25. QUIDNUNOC,

A Distinguished Band for the Hall of Fame,

To rAe Epitor oF THE SUN-—Sir; In pre-
Rooseveltian and less exciting days a band of
Swedes settied stolldly on the banks of the limpld
Christania, which purls contiguous to Wiimington.
Descendants of sald Swedes have bullt a great efty,
celebrated for Its gunpowder and its glazed kid and
morocoo leathers. Here also dwell in peace and
harmony:

E. Roop, looper; A. Savage Roop, foreman; Wili-
lam D. Stoops, notary (with trained seal); thirty-
slx Hoopes, as per directory, from Abner, mgr.,
o W. W, clerk, wgether with a few Hoopers,
Hootens, Hoovers, Hoovens, &c.

I clalm membershlp for all and sundry In THE
Sux's Hall of Fame, and If It 1s not granted 1 wil)
make a nolse llke an oop tll just recognition 1s
shown, H. P

WILMINGTON, May 24.

The Plttsburg Wealthstick,

To THR EDITOR OF THE SUN—S{r: A friend who
has been absent from Plttshurg, his boyhood home,
for Afteen years, returned a few months ago.

He was surprised to find many of his young
manhood friends and acqualntances wealthy,

He told me he had finally gauged thelr wealth by
their manner of greeting bim. It a man smiled
and addressed him by his first name and seemed
pleased to be calied Tom or Bl he kpew he
was worth Jess than §50,000, 11 he spoke conde-
scendingly and addressed him as Mister he felt he
must be worth at least & hundred thousand, but
11 he passed hn without recognition at all he knew

he was a milllonalre, Kinawoon,
PirTesura, Pa., May 24.
Reform in Boston,
To TAR EDITOR OF THE SUN  Sir: Al last the

grammatical sensibilities of Boston's public are
being consldered. Untll within a few days motar
men and conductors on the Boston elevated have
been In the hablt of announcing “Leave by the
nearest door” on arriving at the Park street ter.
minus. Now they aunounce “Leave by the nearer
door,” and a great content sweeps over “Funnel”
Hall and rests with dovellke flutter upon “Josh*
Quiney 's genealogical tree, K. P,
BosToN, May 24
The Imperishables Unfon,

[“The time has now come, In the evolution of
sentiment and fecllng, under the providence of
CGod, when In the spirit of fraternity we should
share with you In the care of the graves of the
Confederate soldlers "~ From  Pregident McKin-
ley's Alanta uddress.)
Brave words and true!

ever

The message comes to us with added foree;
To Influcnce hope, to strengthen cur endeavor,

Aund shape our course.

The angel Peace, with glad congratulation,
Offers thy words to the recording pen,
And the great heart of & united nation
Responds, Amen!

Two soore of years the tears of heaven descending
Have bathed the ashes of our common dead;
Two score df years the flowers above them beading
Thoelr bloom bave shed.

And shall we be loss lenlent than Nature,
Who weaves o'er each, impartially, her shroud?
True chivalry asks no obnoxlous feature
When bearts are howed,

Let us remember they were still our brothers:
Admire thelr courage, and thelr fame recall;
The soll is sacred where true men meet others
And beroes falll

And from these fields that heasd the bugle ringing,
‘That knew the carnage and the shack of war,
Whose barvests freshen, and whose grass is spring-
lng
Greener therefor,

From lips now stilled for.

We can together ralse our thanks In charus,
Above the dust of brave men here eushrined:
Our task made plain - the future les before us,
The past belind!

Joint helre to freedom’s herftage, Inyvited
By her o suffer and together rise;
Firm in our falth that In one cause united
Our greatoess lles,

Lot the dead teach us how, fraternal, loyal,
In love and harmony st last we may

To ree Epitor or THe SuN~—Sir: I was
sorty that last week I had too muoch on my
hands to reply at onoe to “J. M.,” who did
me the honor to notioe my last letter.

The Darwinian hypothesis I reverently
aocept at the hands of ita illustrious author
and the other chiefs of soience, so far as the
special phenomena which it empraces are
concerned; though all grand discoveries
are apt to hurry us too far and one cannot
help remarking that during the long tract
of time during which the course of animal
life has been witnessed by man no l‘n-ﬂt:;'x;;o
apparently of evolution proper, or o e
tendenoy to it, has been observed, all the

in animals that have taken place
having been brought about in other ways.
I only plead for consideration not of the
physical evolution alone but of all the
phenomena of humanity.

I do not maintain but on the contrary
have disclaimed any denial of the continuity
of human development or assertion of &
miraculous genesis of oconscience. The
matrix of conscience may have been the
sense of social utility and the necessity of
conformity to soclal law. Yet the ultimate
outcome may be something more spiritual
and looking up to a higher tribynal. Mira-~
cles we know there are 'none, but of mar-
vels surely none can be greater than the
evolution of even the lower organs and
functions of human life out of the germ.

“J. M.'s" tone is pessimistio, as at times
perhaps is the tone of us all. In his
estimate of human history he seems to leave
progress out of sight. Pmm essen-
tially distinguishes man from animals
and his history from theirs. It continues,
though elowly and fitfully, in epite of
all impediments and relapses. Appar-
ently it points to some oconsummation
in which oconoeivably all who bhave fur-
thered its coming may have an interest.
Life is a mystery. The universe is a mys-
tery. The existence of evil is the darkest
of mysteries. Yet not otherwise than
through the struggle with evil, so far as
we can see, could be formed the excellence
of character which is our highest oconcep-
tion of good. The mystery of physiocal
evil, in one of its phases at least, Chris-
tianity frankly faces when it admits that
those on whom the tower of Siloam falls
are not the greatest of sinners. It is
strikingly contrasted on this point with the
impotent oonolusion of the Book of Job.

1 cannot say too often that I presume
not to advance any theory. I only plead,
as I have said, for recognition of all the
phenomena, moral as well as material, and
for perfect freedom of inquiry, unfettered
by clerical tests, as the sole guarantee for
truth., The case is pressing. That the
religious foundations of society are shaken
is shown in many ways: by the falling off
of attendanoce at churches, by the increased
intensity of the struggle for this world's
goods, and even by the pronemess to em-
brace such beliefs as spirituvalism by way
of substitutes for religious faith. We can-
not afford to keep learning and conscience
mute, GOLDWIN SMITH.

Supplementary Remarks by the Correspone
dent “J. M."

To TRE Ep1TOR OF THE BUN—&ir: [ desire
to make this addendum to remarke which,
unsupplemented, might be subject to unwar-
rantable inferences. The words which need
supplementing are: “Thus not only Is history
a melancholy record of futile struggle, when
looked at from the standpoint that all must
end in meaningless oblivion, but it is an
appalling spectacle to all who would find in
life evidence of those attributes of supreme
power and supreme beneficenoce which men are
wont to ascribe to an author of the world.”

No one can dispute the logic of John Btuart
Mill's assertion that the author of the S8ermon
on the Mount was more benignant than the
author of nature,

But while it s true that the existenoe of
suffering In life, on grounds of ‘reason, is
irreconcilable with conoeptions of a supremely
powerful and supremely beneficent Creator,
and while it |s further true that the employ-
ment of evil agencies such as wars and strug-
gles to evolve more desirable conditions Is
inconsistent with ideas of a supremely power-
ful and supremely benefioent Creator; yet
good outweighs evil In life and happiness pre-
dominates over wretchedness,

On a preponderance of evidenoe, therefore,
while the part strife, poverty and wretched-
ness play in effeeting desirable oconditions
must forever bdfMle attempts to justify com~
pletely conceptions of a supremely gowerful
and beneficent author, yet as history is a
record of the gradual betterment of human
conditions through incessant struggles and
turmoils, natural evidences justify faith in a
power that “makes for righteousness,*”

A recognition of the impenetrableness of the
mystery concerning the origin of things is
one to which the old quest of truth inevitably
leads, With growing appreclation of how
natural evidences only Intensify the unalterable
darkness in which all is shrouded, and of the
futility of all efforts thus far to dispel the
mystery, what men belleve {8 gradually come-
ing to be less and less regarded.

The most unwavering devotion to truth can
never require denial of that which does not
Ilfe within the provinoce of any te know of.

There I8 no justification for assuming that
because history apparently fails to indicate
an omnipotent and beneflcent Creator, there-
fore such a hypothesis I8 untenable: over
and over again it must be emphasized that
the unknown cannot be sounded by nor
interpreted in terms of the known.

It is wrong even to assert that the mystery
concerning the origin of things is unknowable
because it involves more knowledge than we
have, J. M,

NEw Yorx, May 28,

o
Lacroma Abbey, Near Ragusa.
From the London Standard.

The Pape has consented to the sale of the island
of Lacroma, near Ragusa, which will shortly pass
Into the possession of Princess Elisabeth, grand-
daughter of the Emperor Francls Joseph. The
Crown Prince Rudolf (n his will left the lsland,
when then belonged to him, to his daughter, but
the Emperor, as guardian of the child and execusor
of the will, decided otherwise, and presented La-
croma, with its old abbey, to the Dominleans of
Hagusa, glving the Prinocss £100,000 as equivalent,
The friars took possession of the Island, with fis
bulidings and ita magnificent park, early in the
‘908 and oultivated the park, Princess Ellsabeth
was kept In ignorance of her father's will il after
her marriage, but as soon as she learned its dis-
positions she determined If possible to carry them
out, and her efforts have at last been crowned
with suocess.

Her mother, the Princess St¢phanie, now Countess
Lonyay, was always very fond of the lsland, and
wrote a little book on Its history, besutifully (lius-
trated by the landscape palnter Perko. Lacroma
passed from the Benediciines at the end of the
eighteenth century, when the Senste of Ragusa,
after the death of the last friar, sold it 1o local ros!-
dents, who planted out the abbey grounds Into
vineyards and olive groves. At the time of the
French blockade in the Adriatlo the Archduke
Ferdinand Max, later Emperor of Mexlco, whose |
flagship Triton was wrecked by an exploston,
Isnded on Lacroma, and erected a memorial cross
there to the memory of the sallors who then lost
thelr lives.  Struck by the beauty of the place, he
thortly afterward hought out the tenants, and par
tally restdred the abbey, without, however, touch-
ing the beauty of the clolsters or the most pletur-
esque rulned ehnrch, which was founded by Richard
Cerar de Lion in 1185, After his death a Licutenant
Dumivich bought 11, and then It was taken by a
lawyer, who attempted to establish a sort of sani
twtlum there, bhut falled,

11 was then that Prinee Rudoll, In the course of
an creuislon from Abbaza, where he was siaying, |
frst saw Lacroma, and was so enchanted with it I
wild eharms thad as woon as 1t was In the markt
he bought It forthwith. The Crown Prince added |
some towers and bastlons to the wibey, but lef |
interlor modern adapiaslon for later on. He Wig
careful 1o leave In thelr original state the clolstered |
oourts and the magnificent rulns of the Bénedictine
church (destroyed by earthquake in 1067). It fs
1o be hoped that viditors may be admitted to the
park end %o the clolster, walks, which used to be
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CHRISTIAN SCIENCE AND [IFp
«  INSURANCE.

A Remarkable Communication From the
Manager of & New York Agency.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SBUN—S8ir: As thy
papers scem full of references to Christian

Bcienoe, both for and against, it may not ha
amiss for one to make a contribution whose
work for twenty-five years has been nlong
statistical lines in connection with life [nsp
ance.

I was very much interested in realing (n
the morning papers articles pertaining to the
low death rate among Christian Scientista,
The Christian Science publication coimniites
sald recently:

“There are not less than 30,000 persans g
New York State who rely wholly on Chrictiqn
Sclence treatment for sickness, Since Jan.
ary 1, 1007, there have been lees (hun ten
deaths in the entire State under  hri<iiqg
Bclence treatment. The averawe death rate
for the year among the Christian Siiinoa
population, even including those who wira
not Christian Sclentists and who turned to
it only after the doctors had eiven them up,
was only 1.04 a thousan |, as agnin<t the aver.
age death rate of more than & for the entire
State.”

These fAgures are certainly as<tounding
when anpalyzed by practical men who can
take In their import and understand wihag
they mean to mankind. The Christian Sel.
ence publication very much under<tates t)a

actual mortality of the State. InGireater No
York, where most of the Christian Sci
reside, the mortality rate is more than douhla
that given, or 20 in the thousand. For 100w
persons this rate would mean 600 deaths for
the year, as compared with 10 in five mionths
under Christian Science treatment

Life insurance companies tale only thoss
persons who pass a careful medical exan y.
tion, and they are therefore supposed to show
& lower mortality than that of the community
in general. The death rateof 8in the thnn-and
given In the Christian Sclence article was
doubtless taken from life insurance tabley (or
New York State. It is much higher 1 the
city.

It should be borne In mind that the (
tlan Belence churches are receiving
of people directly the opposite (o thios
lected by the insurance companies. t
to say, "rejected cases " In fact, life n
anoce companies regard Christinn Seleqtisig
as “extra hazardous rigks,” and therefore wij]
not usually accept them. Most compuaniey
who take them limit them € small amoints

of insurance.
It is therefore evident, that Cliristian Sel.
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ence has a larger task to poerform i lavering
its mortality than the life ‘neurance come
anies have, for poorlv taking Chrigtiang
gcien e treatment usuvally do g0 s i1 last re.
nort, %ecmue they have Lieen nusnhie to pro.
cure help from sources which have generally
been supposed to Aupply fhe Lest methods
of ‘ftraatment. [If, then. Christian nee
treatment showed a mortality a= high

of ti.e hospitals or homes for incura
should not be eensured, but sliculd 1e
sidered as desirable as that of the ny
rrau-rnlt.;;. ‘

The ChristiaAn Science denth rate of 104
would be marvellous If the (lriatia
RBoientists selected their risks as the 16
eurance companieg do, but how rauch mors
astoundi is the record when the clnes of

ple urfen into their ranks is considered,
nelud. riska that none of the life insurunce
compapjes would accept. Think of i1l A
#0 per cent. lower mortality record on “re.
ected cases” than is maintained by the life
surance companies on “approved risks'!

My personal experience has taught me to
rely on the Christian Science method of hieal
Ing as superior to uni other, notwithstunding
Lite ?:ct that 1 hold the members of the nedi-
cal fraternity in great respect, believine them
to be noble men, who have sacrificed n,-ua
for their cnuiﬂg and have done all they coul
to alieviate suffering and sickness.

In the light of the foregoing it seems to ma
unreasonable that Christian Science freat-
ment should be censured in the case of Mrs,
Corinne MacBride, when hundreds ol patients

are dying daily under materin medica with-
out criticiam of the doctors. Christian Sciens
tists do not assert that they have attained

a perfect understanding of the principle
which “healeth all manner of diseases,” but
they do say, and can prove it, that with their
Preqent knowledge of the healing power of
jod they have been able to restore lealth
and increase longevity in a greater proportion
of cases than can be credited to any other

system, CHARLES (G, Er1ss
Manager Lower New York Branch Ag ney
of the Northwestern Life Insurance (om-

any, )
hpnw Yorg, May 25.

WOMAN'S POLITICAL POWER,

A Protest Against the Idea of Legls ailon
by Fascination.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: It seems
to be the general opinion of men aud anti-
suffrage women that women {f allowed (o
vote would lose the respect of men and =ister
women; that the voting places are not de.
sirable places for women to frequent, and
that it is not proper for women to have ideas
and opinions of how the govermment should
be run, or what laws are necessary for gond
government. Woman's place, it is often
sald, is in the home, performing the drudeers
of keeping house and supplying the country
with properly brought up targets for its

enemies. In that capacity ehe holds the
respeot gf the world.
Reoently women have come to believe that

they have “political power® o when a bl
comes before the Legislature in whicl they
are personally interested they go in niois ta
the capital and hypnotize the Caovervor and
Benators Into passing or vetoine tho Ll
according to their wishes, ‘They hold

Ings, eiroulate petitions, act as lohtvits nd
storm the Inwmakers and Mavors of the St
and cities in such nois¥ and disordor| 13
that the police are called out to '
order and to protect the men in f tinr.
anoe of their political duties. Tl 0]
of litical rights for women is coneooed
legitimate and respectalile T 50 1
the other duy:

Would even the triumphant scloo
1o say that a mixed body of lawin:
ture composed In part of women «lected W
would have fallen vicetms so caslly 1o the gy
ments and thelr charms?

It is my opinion that the wone
United States who are advocit o

ma’ st Are
rs, A ae
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equality would muech prefer tiat s
which apply to women shonld 1+ hy
the Legislatures on their merit s &
of their justice rather than that | tn
feminine charms should duz/le « - ¢
lawmakers into voting for such | \rd
1 believe that they would consider it eat
deal more resnoctable to go qnfet)s
ostentationsly to the voting polls avd o ‘l

hallot for the candidate who would

likely to work for their intercsts g ¢
#ent them in the government of the

than to«be held up Iin A moh by o e t
of New York police while trving to
the Mayor to sign a hill which s of
terest to them. The “uncertuin good it
might come with political duties™ ¢
considered simple fustice by suffrncs
and more desirable. No  selfo rrE
suffrage woman wounld ecare to Lo t

bill had been voted for and passed ha.
oanse (t was A _just hill, hut heegrse 1o = TA-
tors had__fallen vietime ta her o ne
charme, Nosalf-resnecting America an
can be satisfied with such questior 0.
litieal powers

Is nat the Ameriean woman exor
franchise as her richt and in her oo
w hich is morae in harmony with por ! 1;‘!
id as of indenendence, mare to he
pnd admired than the “snider vor ’
Marie Carelli tene? Gracr 1. Maa

MoxT taie N T Mae o4

Are the Seventh Avenue Fima in Naoeer?
To TRE Emiron or Tre Sy T +red
that Seventh avenure Is th hestrinne t of
elm trees from 110th street fo the Harlee
order to ereate a houlevaed. Is 1t
New York wili sit stli! and allow such s
be perpetrated® A few Fears agn A gof
ory was ralsed when twobr three elms wers
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What shall he an
It Is proposed to cu) down all the troes
of the broadest and fNnest avenues 14t
narraw the gldew aps, nlant “nyshea™ In @
and cal! the altergd avenue a houlevard®
Inok at Bropdway to duy albiova 117
sirect and thigk of what It was hefore ! ’
way destroved s beaaty. That vanda!
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nint of ¢

for better yansit facliltles,  hut here )

diaholl gl ¢heme 1o abilterate a hosut .
on the prefeves of tanraving 1t

NEkw Yink. Mayv % A H ITu "

Semi-OMoial.
Kplrker - The Reoview of Reviews denies !
Prefgdent s slck
pocker— But it ean't deny that the rest o f

<

/ Roundabout,

Kuloker—Did the gypsy tell your forvone’

Botker—Yes, phe sald the Pregldent was ¢ ¥ %
speseh.
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