SOME NEW BOOKS.

Dr. Martin's Beok Abeut China.

Many books about the Chinese have been
. published ‘during the last few years, but
from soms points of view none of them is
@0 authoritative and so useful as the large
yolume entitled The Awakening of COhina,
by W. A. P, MArTIN, DD,; LL.D,, formerly

president of the Chinese Imperial University
(Doubleday, Page & Co.). Dr. Martin is, of
sourse, well known in the United States,
not only to educators but also to general
readers, by reason of his former writings,
“A Cvoie of Cathay,” “The Lore of Cathay,”
an. Bpeaking from the breadth and depth
« of an experience with which, in his particu-
lar field, no European or American can vie,
ne expresses in a prefacs the oonviction that
China is now the theatre of the greatest
movement taking place on the face of the
globe, He submita that in comparison the
ourrent agitation in Rusaia shrinks to insig-
niflcance, for China's upheaval is not po-
litical but social, Its object is no mere
shange of gynasty, nor simply a revolution
in the form of government; with higher
and profounder motive, it promises nothi
short of the complete renovation of the old-
est, most populous and most conservative
of empires, Is thers, he asks, in either
hemisphere a people that can afford to be-
hold such & phenomenon with indifference?
Dr, Martin remjnds us that when Japan
aome thirty or forty years ago adopted the
outward forms of Western civilization her
aotion was regarded by many onlookers as
a mtage trick—a sort of travesty employed
for a temporary purpose, What, he in-
quires, do-they think now, when they see
cabinets and chambers of commerce com-
pelled to reckon with the British of the
North Pacific? He is convinced that the
awakening of Japan's huge neighbor is
likely to yleld results even more startling,
because on a scale vastly more extensive,
Long experience and careful observation
have taught him that the present” social
movement in China has it origin in sub-
terranean forces such as raise continents
{from ‘the bosom of the deep. To explain
those forces is his object.

Tt was, we learn, the fascination of the
great e now beginning to be un-
folded in the Middle Kingdom that brought
Dr. Martin back to China after a visit to
his native land—and to Pekin, after a so-
Journ of some years in the central prov-
ihoss, Had the people, he says, continued
to be as inert and immobile as they ap-
peared when first he knew them half a
eentury ago he would have been inclined
to despair of their future. When he seea
them, however, as they are to-day, united
in a firm resolve to break with the past
and to seek new life by adopting the essen-
tisls of Western civilization, -Dr. Martin
{eels that his hopes as to their future are
already more than half fulfilled, and he re-
joices to help them onward with his voice
and pen. It is true that for the moment
Chinese patriotism is tinged with hostility
to foreigners—not without cause—but our
author believes that it will gain in breadth
and toleration with growing intelligence
‘¥nd that ere long the Chinese will perceive
that their interests are inseparable from
those of the great and enlightened family
into which they are seeking admission.

Among the proofs of progress is cited
the fact that last autumn China was able
by means of her railways to assemble for
mancuvres a body of trained troops num-
bering 100,000 men, and that not content
with thisnucleusof a formidable land force
the Pekin Government has ordered the con-
struction of the germ of a navy to consist
of eight armored cruisers and two battle-
ships, five of which vessels, together with

» three naval stations, are to be equipped
with the wireless telegraph apparatus.
Not less but even more significant than this
rehabilitation of army and navy is another
faot adduced by Dr. Martin, namely, that in

| Dotober, 1906, a number of young Chinese

' who had completed their studies at foreign
universities were admitted to the third
degree in the Chinese scale of literary
honors, & degree which carries appointment
to some important post in the active man-

\thrinlm. If the booming of cannon at last
autumn’s review proclaimed that the age
of bows and arrows was past, does not this
second fact announce with equal clearness
that in the educational field rhyming and
caligraphy must henceforth give place to
sciepce and a comparative study of lan-
guages? Still more surprising to many
Amertean readers will be the information,
which we owe to Dr. Martin, that steps have
recently been taken toward the intellectual

* smancipation of women in China. One of
the leading Ministers of Education assured
our author not long ago that he was pushing
the establishment of schools for girls. The
shaded hemisphere of Chinese life will thus
be brought into the sunshine, and in years
to come the education of Chinese youth
will begin at the mother's knee,

It was by the absorption of small States
that the Chinese people grew to greatness.
In the book before us is traced their his-
tory, as they emerged like a rivulet from
the highlands of central Asia and, increas-
lng it volume, flowed like a stately river
toward the Eastern Ocean. Revolutions
many and startling are recorded in these

) pages; some, like the upheaval which took
place in the epoch of the Great Wall, stamped
the impress of unity upon the entite popu-
\ation; others, like the Manchu conquest
of 1644, brought a whole or a part of the
Chinese under the sway of a foreign dyn-
ssty. Finally, the ocontemporary history
of China is treated by Dr. Martin at some
length, and the transformation which the
smpire is now undergoing is faithfully

in ite relations to Western in-
Ruenoes within the fields of religion, com-
merce and arms.

That the parent stock to which the
Ohinese nation should trace its origin was
» small migratory people like the Tribes
of Israel and that the emigrants entered
the land of promise from the northeast

. Dr. Martin considers tolerably oertain,
\tu: he holds that to try to follow their
previous wanderings back to Shinar, India
or Persia would be a waste of time, as the
necsssary data are lacking. Even within
the domain which the emigrants were
destined to oocupy the accounts given
by their own early historians are too ob-
scure to be acoepted as to any considerable
sxtent trustworthy. This much can be
sfirmed with some confidence, however,
that the emigrants entered upon their
sareer of conquest by colonizing the banks
of the Yellow River and those of the Han.
By slow stages they moved eastward to
the central plain and southward to the
Yangtse Kiang. At that early epoch—
between 3000 and 2000 B. C,, the newcomers
found the country already ocoupied by
various wild tribes whom they looked upon
as eavages. Dr. Martin points out that
in thelr primitive traditions the Chinese
described these indigenous tribes re-
speotively hy four words: those of the
with are called Man (a8 word containing
the radigal for silk); those on the east, ¥i
1A WOr® coitst ng the radioal for a how);
those on the north, Tih (a word represented
by a dog and tire), and those on the west,
Fung (warlike, fierco—the symbol for their
Hom‘lah being a spear), The inference
s some of these . indigenous tribes
were apinners of silk, some hunters, and
~most of them forinidable engnies. r
. In Dr. Martin's judgment the slowness

their way. Shun, the second

of whose reign there is any record (2200 B, C.)
is said to have waged war with three tribes
of miaotse or aborigines, a term still applied

offerings 'and praying to Shang-ti, the
supreme ruler.  “After forty days,” accord-
ing to the earliest book of Chinese history,
“the natives submitted.” In the absence
of any explanation of the submission, our
author infers that during the suspension
of hostilities negotiations were proceeding
which resulted not in the destruoction of the
natives but in their incorporation with
their more civiliged neighbors. It is sug-
gested that this first recorded

tion was but an instance of a proocesa of
growth that continved for many centuries,
resulting in the absorption of all the native
tribes on the north of the Yangtse and
of most of those on the south.

Eventually the expapding State was oom-
posed of a vast body of natives, who suo-
oumbed to their civilized conquerors, much
as the people of Mexico and Peru consented
to be ruled by a bandful of Bpaniards.
The fact is pronounced significant that
as late as the Christian era no authentio
acoount of permanent conquests in China
to the south of the “Great River” (the

like expeditions in that direction had not
been infrequent. The people of the northern
provinoces called themselves Han-jin, “Men
of Han,” or “Sons of Han,” while those of
the south styled themselves Tang-jin,
“Men of Tang.”" Ta Dr. Martin's mind
this indicates that while the former were
moulded into unity by the great dynasty
which took its name from the River Han
(208 B. C.). the latter did not become thor-
oughly Chinese until the brilliant period
of the Tangs, nearly a thousand years later.
Our author deems it needless to adduoce
further confirmation to show that the em-
pire of the Far East which was oontem-
porary with and superior in civilization
to ancient Rome embraced fewer than the
" eighteen provinces of Chins proper. Of
the nine districts into which it was divided
by Ta-yu (2100 B. C.), not one was south
of the “Great River.”

K.

The Hia, Shang and Chou dynasties
together extend over the twenty-two cen-
turies preceding the Christian era. They
are grouped together as the San Tai, or
San Weng, “the three Houses of Kings,"
because the title of King was employed
by the founder of each dynasty. Some of
the founders’' sucoessors, it is true, were
called Ti; but Hwang-ti, the term for em-
peror now in use, was never employed until
it was assumed by the builder of the “Great
Wall.,” after the overthrow of the feudal
States and the consolidation of the empire,
240 B. . A separate chapter of the book
before us is devoted to the house of Chou,
because the rise of & generous culture was
the chief charaoteristic of that dynasty,
which in the midst of turmoil and anarchy
ruled nominally 874 years. The Chou
epoch was preeminently the formative
period of ancient China, the age of her
greatest sages—Confucius, Mencius and
Lao-tse—the birthday of her poetry and
her philosophy. Born in the year 649 B. C.,
Confucius was a contemporary of Isaiah
and Solon—not, as our author says ined-
vertently, of Socrates. A member of &
respeotable but not opulent family, Con-
fucius had to struggle for his education, a
fact which in after years he was so far
from conocealing that he ascribed to it
much of his success in life. To one who
asked him: “How comes it that you are able
to do so many thlpgl?' he replied: “I was
born poor and had to learn.” His school-
masters are unknown; of his self-education,
which continued through life, he gives
the following account: “At 16 I entered
on a life of study; at 30 I took my stand
as a scholar; at 40 my opinions were fixed;
at 50 I knew how to judge and select; at
60 1 never relapsed into a known fault;
at 70 I could follow my inclination without
going wrong.”

Dr. Martin points out that in this passage
we have simply a record of advance toward
moral excellence. Nothing is said of the
anthor's writings or of the work performed
by him as a statesman and a reformer.
It is well known that Confucius did not
profess to be an original thinker or writer.
In letters he describes himself as an “editor,”
not an “author,” meaning that he had
collected and revised the works of the
ancients, but had published nothing of his
own. Out of their poetry he culled three
hundred odes and declared that “purity
of thought” might be stamped on the
whole anthology. Moreover, into & con-
fused mass of traditional ceremonies he
brought something like order, making the
Chinese (if a trifle too ceremonious) the
politest people on earth, Lastly, out of
their myths and chronicles he extracted
a trustworthy history and by his treat-
ment of vice made princes tremble lest
their heads should be exposed on the gibbet
| of history. It is true that he also gave
| much time to editing the musio of the
ancients, but his work in that line has
perished. This, in Dr. Martin's opinion,
cannot be regarded as a great loss, in view
of the rude condition in which Chinese
musio is still found.

Great as were the labors of Confuocius
in laying the foundation of literary oulture
the impression made by his personal inter-
course and by his collected sayings has
been tenfold more influential. They form
the substance of four books which from
the numerical coincidence the Chinese are
fond of comparing with our four Gospels.
Our author reminds us that Confucius cer-
tainly propounds the Golden Rule' as the
essence of his teachings. He puts it, to be
| sure, in a negative form: “Do not unto
others what you would not have them
do to you,” but he also says, “My dootrine
is comprehended in two words, Chung and
!Shu.' The former word denotes fidelity;

the latter signifies putting oneself in the
Iplmo of another. Dr. Martin, however,
I

is one of those who hold that this negative
teaching falls short of the active charity
which has changed the face of the world.
It ie at the same time admitted that
although it may be easy to point out the
limitations and mistakes of Confucius yet
on the whole his merits were such that his
people can hardly be blamed for the exag-
gerated honors which they have paid to

teacher of all ages,” but they do not invoke
him as a tutelary deity nor do they
represent him by an image. The Chinese
worship of Confucius is not idolatrous,

.

Born a hundred years later, Menciue re-
orived his dootrine through the grandson of
Confuciue, More sloquent than his great
master, mora bold in rebuking the vices
of princes, he was original. Mencius
himsell said of the Sage, whom he never
saw: “Since men were born on earth, there
has been no man like Confuciue.” In the
hook hefore us a single specimen of the

¥

Yangtse) was forthcoming, although war-

his memory. They style him the “model |

teaching of Mendvf is adduced. A pringe.

having asked him: *How do you know that I
bave It in mo to Fteccire a good ruler?”
Mencius replied; “I am told that, seeing the
extreme terror of an ox that was being led
to the altar, you released it and commanded
a sheep to be offered in its stead, Theé ox
was before your eyes, and you pitied it;
the sheep was not before your eyes, and you
had no pity on it, Now, with such a heart,
if you would only think of your people,
#0 as to bring them before your eyes, you
might become the best of rulers.”

In the same chapter will be found some-

thing about Lao-tse, the founder of Taoism.’

He bore the family name of Li, *Plum-
Tree,” either from the faot that his cottage
was in a garden, or possibly because, like
the Academios, he placed his school in a
grove of plum trees. The name by which
he is now known signifies “Old Master,”
probably beoause he was older than Con-
fuclus. The latter is said to have paid
him a visit to inquire about rites and ocere-
monies; but Lao-tse, with his love of solitude
and abetract speculation, seems not to
have exerted much influence on the mind
of the rising philosopher. In allusion to
him Confucius said: “Away from men there
is no philosophy—no teo.” Dr. Martin
directs attention to the fact that “although
less honored by the official class, Lao-tse's
influence with the masses of Chinese popu-
lation has been scarcely less than that of
his younger rival." Like the other two
sages above mentioned, he too has to-day
a representative who enjoys an official
status as high priest of the Tao sect and
who dwells in a stately palace in Kiangsi
as the head of one of the three religions
authorived by the State. The truth is,
however, that the sublime teachings of
the founder of Taoism have degener-
ated into a contemptible mixture of jugglery
and witcheraft. Not till five centuries
later did Buddhism enter China and com-
plete the triad of recognized religions.

During the first half of the régime of the
Chou dynasty the feudal machinery oper-
ated with such regularity that Confucius
ocould think of no form of government more
admirable, declaring that “the policy of
the future may be foretold for a hundred
generations—it will be to follow the House
of Chou.” The latter half of this dynastic
epoch, however, was a period of misrule
and anarchy. When the House of Chou
was overthrown the old feudal divisions
disappeared forever. In 246 B,C. the whole
of China was brought under the direct
sway of one Emperor who for the first time
in the history of the people built up a do-
minion worthy of that august title. This
was the achievement of Yin Chung, the
Prince of Te'in. Four imperishable monu-
ments perpetuate his memory—the Great
Wall, the centralized monarchy, the title
Hwang-ti, and the name of China itself—
the last being derived from the principality
which under him expanded until it embraced
the empire. Where is there, asks Dr
Martin, another conqueror in the annals
of the world who has such solid claims
to everlasting renown? Alexander over-
threw many nations, but he set up nothing
permanent. Julius Cmsar instituted the
Roman Empire, but ite duration was ephem-
eral in comparison with that of the vast
centralized dominion founded by Shi-
hwang-ti, the bullder of the Wall. This
man was the real founder of China as we
know it to-day. 'He is one of the foremost
heroes of history: yet no sovereign in the
long list of dynasties is 8o misrepresented
and vilified by Chinese writers. They
make of him a bastard, a debauchee and
a fool. To this day he is the object of
undying hatred to every one who can hold
a pen. Why, it may be asked. Dr. Martin
answers, because he burned the books and
persecuted the disciples of Confucius,
firmly believing that the welding together
of the feudal States into a compact unified
empire could never be accomplished so
long as the books of Confucius should be
studied in the schools, seeing that in them
feudalism was consecrated as a divine
institution.

1v.

It was inevitable that the burning of the
books and the wholesale slaughter of schol-
ars should fill the public mind with horror.
The local oppression, too, occasioned by
the building of the Great Wall had ex-
cited widespread discontent, and it is by
no means surprising that Liu-pang, a rough
soldier of central China, should have taken
advantage of this state of things to dis-
possess the feeble heir of Shi-hwang-Ti.
JAu-pang founded a dynasty which is
reckoned among the most illustrious in
the annals of the empire and which takes
the name of Han from the river on the
banks of which it rose to power. When
Liu-pang was seated securely on the thropne
one of his Ministers proposed that he should
open schools and encourage learning.
“learning!” exclaimed the Emperor, “l
have none of it myself nor do I feel the
need of it, I got the empire on horseback.”
*But can you govern the empire on horse-
back? That is the question,” replied the
Minister, To conciliate the good will
of the learned the firast Han emperor not
only rescinded the persecuting edicts
but taused search to be made for the lost
books and instituted sacrificial rites in
honor of Confucius.

Dr. Martin recalls the interesting fact
that in the reign of l.iu-pang there were
still old men living who had committed the
sacred hooks to memory in boyhood. One
such, Fu-seng by name, was noted for his
erudition and from his capacious memory
a large portion of the eacred canon was
reproduced, being written down from his
dictation. The copies thus obtained were
of course mot free from error. Happily
a somewhat completer copy, engraved on
bamboo tablets, was discovered in the
wall of & house belonging to a Confucian
family. Down to the present day, however,
the Chinese classics bear traces of the
tyrant's fire. Portions are wanting and
the lacun:v are always ascribed to the
“fires of Ts'in." The first chapter, for
instance, of the “Creat Studies” ends with
the pregnant words, “The source of knowl-
edge is in the study of things.” Not a
syllable is added on that prolific text, A
note, however, informs the reader that
there was a chapter on the subject, but
that it has been lost. Chinese scholars
when taxed with the barrenness of later
ages in every branch of science are wont
to reply, “Yes, and no wonder-how could
it be otherwise when the Saze's chajter on
that subject has hee., lost?”

One might imagine that the so-called
literary emperors of the Han dynasty
would have been satisfied with the recovery
of the Confucian classics. As a matter of
fact, & rumor reached them that “there
were sages also in the West." To the
Chinese the West meant India. Aoccord-
ingly an embassy was sent,68 A, D, by the
Emperor Ming-ti to import books and
bonzes (Buddhist priests). The triad of
religions— Confucianism, Tacism, Buddhism
~—was thus completed.

Dr, Martin points out that, “totaily dis
verse in spirit and essence, the three re-
ligions could hardly be expected to har-
monize or combine. Cegpfucianiem exalts
Jotters and lays stress on ethics, to the
neglect of the spiritual world. Taoism
inculoates physical discipline; but in prac-
tica it has become the mother of degrading
w iperstitions- dealing in* magic and neo-
romanoy. Buddhism sapa the founda-

Uu?ldmOlnuyndannchu‘wqh explosive. According te Dy. Martth,.

2

| to serve for signals.
ever, gunpowder is never used to throw a

! the rosd to wirtue.® Metemp sychosie is

the leading doctrine of Buddhism and to
*think on nething” its meutal disciplive,
It forbids a flesh diet and deprecates schol-
arship. Through imperial patronage it
aoquired a footing in China, but it was long
before it felt at home there. As late ae
the eighth century A. D. the greatest
writer of the age, Han Yu, ridiculed the
relics of Buddha and called on his fellow
countrymen to “burn their books, close
their templesand make laymen of their
monks.” Nevertheless his long study of

the Chinese peopls has convineed Dr. Mar-*

tin that Buddhism met & want. It fos-
tered & sympathy for animal life~and
served as a protest ageinst the Sadducean
tenets of the lettersd class. Long ago
it became 80 rooted in the minds of the il-
literate, who form nine-tenths of the
population, that China may truly be de-
scribed as the leading Buddhist country of
the globe. It is certain that Buddhist

monasteries are to be seen on every hand, |

Often are they subeidized by the State,
and even near the tomb of- Confucius a
temple was once erected called the “Hall
of the Three Religions.” In it theimageof
Buddha is said to have occuried the seat
of honor, but our author cannot vouch for
the truth of this assertion because at the
date of his visit the temple had been ‘de-
molished. It is well known that each of
the three recognised rellgions has a hie-
rarchy: that of Confucius culminating in
a lineal descendant of the Sage; that of
Lao-Tse acknowledging Chang Tienshi,
the arch magician, as its high priest; and,
higher than all in the eyes of Chinese
Buddhists, the Grand Lama of Tibet.

V.

It was under the House of Han that a be-
ginning was made in the institution of civil
servioe examinations—a system that has
continued to dominate the Chinese intalléct
down to our own time, It was not fully
developed, however, until the dynasty of
Tang. Meanwhile belles-letires made a
marked advance, The poetry of the Han
period is more finished than had been that
of the Chou epoch, Prose composition also
became vigorous and lucid, Sze-ma Te'ien,
the Herodotus of China, was born in the
Han epoch, A glory to his ocountry, the
treatment which Sre-ma Ts'ien received at
the hands of his people exposes their bar-
barism. He had recommended Li-ling as
a suitable commander to lead an expedition
against the Mongols, As it happened, Li-
ling surrendered to the enemy, and Sze-ma
Ts'ien, having been his sponsor, was liable
to suffer death in his stead. Being allowed
an alternative, he chose to submit to the
disgrace of emasculation in order that he
might live to complete his monumental
work, a memorial better than sons and
daughters, A pathetic letter of the unfor-
tunate General, who never dared to return
to China, is preserved among the ohoice
specimens of prose composition,

We ghould add that, not content with the
Great Wall for their northern limit nor
with the “Great River” for their southern
boundary, the Hans attempted to advance
their frontiers in both directions, In the
north they added the provinoce of Kansuh
and in the other direction they extended
their operations us far south as the borders
of Annam; but they did not make good the
possession of the whole of the conquered
territory. Szechuen and Hunan, however,
were added to their domain. The latter
province seems to have served as a penal
colony rather than an integral portion of
the-empire. A poem written by ‘an exiled
statesman (200 B, C,) is dated from Chang-
sha, the capital of Hunan, In the south
the savage tribes by which the Chinese were
opposed made a deep impression upon the
character of the people, but left no record
in history,. Not 8o with the more powerful
foe encountered in the north, Under the
title of Shanyu this potentate was a fore.
runner of the Grand Khan of Tartary—
claiming equality with the Emperor of
China and exchanging embassies on equal
terms, His people, known as the Hiunghu,
are supposed to have been anoestors of the
Huns, who in the fifth century of our era
invaded and came nigh to conquering the
Roman Empire,

The majestic structure erected by the
Tsins and oonsolidated by the Hang began
to orumble at the beginning of its fifth cen-
tury of existence. In 221 A. D. its frag-
ments were represented by three cities, each
of which claimed to be the seat of emplire.
The Stete of Wei was founded by Tsao Tsao
and had its capital at Lo-yang, the metropo-
lis of the Hans, Tsao bad the further ad-
vantage as Mayor of the palace of holding
in his power the feeble Emperor Hwang-Ti,
the last of the House of Han. The State of
Wu, embracing the provinces of Kiangsu,
Kiangsi and Cheh Chehking, was estal-
lished by Siun Kien, a man of distinguished
ability who seoured a full share of the Han
patrimony. The third State was founded
by Liu Pi, a scion of the imperial house,
whose capital was at Ching Tu-fu in Szech-
uven. The historian is here confronted by
a problem like that of settling the apostolic
sucoession of the three popes who existed
at the beginning of the fifteenth centruy,
and he seemns to have decided in favor of the
Jast named potentate, whom he designates
ao the “Later Han,” mainly on the ground
of blood relationsuip.

The Ministe* Chu-Koh Liang to whon.
the son of Li: Pi was confided was the
most versatile and inventive genius of
Chinese antiquity, His career exemplifies
the truth of the assertion that many a great
statesman and discoverer may, owing to
unfevorable circumstances, live and die in
private life, As the founder of the House
of Chou discovered in an old fisherman a
counsellor of Btate who paved his way to
the throne so Liu Pi, King of Bzechuen,
found Chu-koh Liang in a humble cottage,
where he was hiding himeelf in the garb of a
peasant. Three times the king “visited that
thatched hovel” before he succeeded in per-
suading its occupant to commit himself to
his uncertain fortunes. From that mo-
ment, howdver, Chu-koh Liang served him
as eyes and ears, teeth and claws, with a
skill and fidelity which have won the ap-
plause of China throughout sucoeeding
ages. Among other things he did for Liu Pi
what Archimedes did for Dionysius of Byra-
cuse He oconstruoted military engines,
which appeared so wonderful to contempo-
raries that, as tradition has it, he made
horses and oxen out of wood—that is to
say, he evolved a traction power out of ma-
terial previously unused. Although no
gingle invention can be mentioned as having
been unquestionably derived from Chuh-
koh Liang, there is no doubt that he was the
first man of his age in intellect and ir. such
arte and sciences as were known to his time,
The author of a Chinese romance whica has
a historical basis—the author lived as late
as the end of the thirteenth century A. D.—
frequently speaks of Chuh-koh Liang's use
of gunpowder either to terrify the enemy or
In this romance, how.

cannon ball, It is probable enough that
gunpowder was known to the Chinese of
that date, for Arab writers speak of gun-
powder under the desig.ation of *Chinese
snow,” meaning “oubtless the saitpetre,
which forms a leading ingredient, The
(‘hinese had been dabbling in alchemy for
many centuries and it is scaroely possible
thas they should have failed to kit 6n somse

y did'not use cannon in war
until the h century. .
The aushor of this book, however, is
convinoed that there are three other in-
ventions or improyements of known arts
whick deserve notlos in oconnection with
the period of the “Later Han." The in-
vertions té Which we refer are pen, paper
and printing, ali obviously  instruments
of peaceful oulture. The pcn,"whleh in
China i8¢ a hair pencil resembling a paint
brush, was invented by Mung-tien in the
third oentury B. C. Paper was invented
by Teal Lda 100 B, C. and printing was io-
vented by Fungtao in the tenth century of
the present ezh. What is meantby printing
in this cass, however, is merely the substi-
tutioh of wood for stone, the Chinese having
been for ages in the habit of taking rubbings
from stone inscriptions. It wad not long
before they divided the slab into movable
characters and earned for themselves
the honor of having anticipated Guténberg,
Their . divikible types were never in gen-
eral use, however. and to this day blook
printing ocontinues in vogue: but Western
methods are in the way of supplanting
the old system of printing

v

The three States into which China was
divided after the collapse of the first Han
dynasty were reunited under the house
of Tsin in 265 A’ D. This dynasty lasted
for a century and & half and then after a
sucoession of fifteen emperors went down
in & sea of anarchy, from the froth of which
arose more than half a score of contending
factions, among which four were sufficiently
conspiouous to make for themselves a place
in history. Their period is described as
that of the Northern and Southern King-
doms. The ndmes of the principal realms
were Sung, Wel, Liang and Chin. The
first only was Chinese, the others belonging
to various branches of the Tartar race..
The chiefs of the Liang family were of
Tibetan origin—a circumstance which per-
haps acoounts for their predilection for
Buddhism. The second emperor of that
house became a Buddhist monk and re-
tired to a monastery, where he lectured
on the philosophy of Buddhism,

Behind these warring factions was  in
progress & war of races, The Tartars were
forever encroaching on the Flowery lLand,
Repulsed or expelled, they returned with
augmented force, and even at this early
epoch the shadow of their ultimate con-
quest was plainly visible. Yar Kien, a
Chinese General in the service of a Tartar
principality, took advantage of Chinese
divisions to rally a strong body of his
countrymen, by whose aid he cut off in
detail the four independent kings and set
up the Sul imperial dynasty. Dr. Martin
points out that the Tartars have always
made use of Chinese in the invasion of
China, and he is convinced that if the
Chinese were always faithful to their own
country no invader ocould conquer it. The
Sul dynasty lasted less than thirty years
(688-018 A, D.), but it makes a conspicuous
figure in Chinese history by reason of two
events: First, a victorious expedition  in
the north, which reached the borders of
Turkestan, and, secondly, the opening of
canale between the Hoang Ho, or Yellow
River, and the Yangtse Kiang. As it
happened, the latter enterprise only has-
tened the fall of the dynasty, It was effected
by foroed labor, and the discontented
people were made to believe that its chiel
object wae to enable a luxurious emperor
to display his grandeur to the people of
many provinces, At a later epoch the
extension of the same canal precipitated
the overthrow of the Mongol Emperora
just as the completion of the Great Wall
caused the downfall of the house of Ts'in.

In 618 A. D. Li Yued, one of the Generals
of the second emperor of the Sui dynasty,
succeeded by wisdom and courage in setting
up & new reigning family, which he called
T'ang and which held the field for nearly
three hundred years. It surpassed all
its predecessors in splendor and after a
long period of unrest brqught to the dis-
tracted provinces an era of unwonted
prosperity., The T'ang dynasty is pre-
eminently the Augustan age of China,
Literature reappeared in a more perfect
form than it had exhibited under many
precedii.g reigns. The prose writers of
the T'ang period are even to the present
day studied as models of composition,
a thing which cannot be affirmed of the
writers of any earlier epoch. Poetry, too,
shone forth with spiendor. A galaxy of
poets made their appsarance, among whom
two particular stars were Tufu and Lipai,
the Dryden and Fope Chin~<e.

A system of oivil servica sxaminations
which had sprung vp witl the revival of
learning under theé ea.'y Hans was now
brought to maturity.' For good or for
evil, the aystem has dominated the minds
of the Chinese Empire for twelve centuries,
It is only very recently that Chinese think-
ers have begun to suspect that the system
is out of date. The new education re-
quires new tests; but what, asks Dr. Mar-
tin, is to hinder the invorporation of them
in the old system? To abolish it would
be fraught with danger, although to modify
it would be of course a delicate task for
the Government of the present day.

Vi

In the interval of about half a ‘entury
Letween the fall of the House of T'ang
atu the establishment of the Sungs a score
of factions contended for the sucoession,
and five of them rose to sufficient prom-
inence to admit of being dubbed *dynas-
ties.” Collectively they are spoken of as
the “Five Dvnasties” (907-060). The un-
divided 8.ng dynasty held sway from
960 to 1187 that of the southern Bung from
1127 to 1208 The two main features of the
Sung period are the rise of a great school
of philosophy and the constant encroach-
ment of Tartars on the Middle Kingdom.
In the northeast, beyond the Great Wall,
were two Tartar kingdoms, one of which
was the Kin, or “Golden Horde"—remote
anocestors of the present Manchu dynasty.
A constant mensoe to the settled population
of the “ihner land,” they obtained possession
of Pekin, 1118, and subsequently pushed
their way as far south as K'ai-fung-fu,
the capital of the empire. The Sun Em-
peror retired to Nanking and all the region
to the north of the Yellow River passed
under Tartar sway. An intermitfent war-
fare was kept up for more than a century,
in the course of which Nanking was pfl-
laged and the Bung forces fell back suo-
cessively on Hanchow and Wenchow,

By the aid of the Mongols the Kins were
ultimately driven back into Manchuria,
but the revival of the Bungs was no part
of the Mongol programmme. The complete
subjugation of China was the work of
Kublai, grandson of Genghis Khan, who in
1264 fixed his ocourt at Pekin and prooeeded
to reduce the provincese to subjection.
It was of oourse the empire of Kublai
which was made known to medimval Europe
by Maroco Polo, who after & long sojourn
in China returned to his native city, Venice,
in 1206. The glory of Kublai was not of
long duration, and the power of tiie Mongol
dynasty ended more suddanly than it rose,
The wmagnificent waterway, the grand
canal, remains an imperishable momiment
of their sway. !

The founder of the Ming dynasty, which
lasted from t0 1044, was a novioe or
eervank * . monastery, who felt
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called upon to deliver his people from
oppression, and after securing -poaseseion
of Nanking suocceeded in driving the Mon-
gols beyond the Great Wall. It was under
the Ming dynasty that China was made
known to Europe by Portuguese, Spanish
and Dutch traders, Long before the middle
of its third century the house of Ming feil
into decay, and the Manchus, who had
never forgotten that the northern half of
the empire had onoe been in the

of their forefathers, the Kin Tartars. grad-
ually overran the country. The present
reigning house began with Shunobl in 1044,
who eighteen yedrs later left the throne to
a son, Kanghi (1062-1728), who became the
greatest monarch in the history of the
empire. Dr. Martin does not hesitate to
Q:H that the Manchus as rulers have not
orlly been much superior to their northern
predecessors (whether Kins or Mongols),
but have given China a better government
than any of her native dynasties. During
his long reign of sixty-one years Kanghi
maintained order in his wide domain, cor-
rected abuses in administration and pro-
moted education for both the Manchu and
Chinese nationalities. It is noteworthy that
the most complete dictionary of the Chinese
language bears the imprimatur of Eanghi,
a Tartar sovereign. Kanghi was sucoeeded
by his son, Yungcheng, who reigned only
fourteen years and who was followed by
Kien Lung (1786-179¢) during - whose reign
the Manchu dynasty reached the acme of
splendor. Under Kien Lung Turkestan was
incorporated with the empire and the Grand
Lama of Tibet was enrolled as a feudatory.
No territory has since been added to the
Chinese dominion.

VIEL.

It was the nineteenth century that was
to witness the awakening and transforma-
tion of Chipa. Prior to 1839 the Central
Empire, as the Chinese proudly called
their country, with a population nearly
equal to that of Europe and America com-
bined, was hermetically sealed against
foreign intercourse, except at one point,
pamely, the “factories” at Canton. The
exasperation provoked by the indignities
to which the British traders were subjected
oulminated in war, when in 1830 a new
Viceroy of Canton undertook to effect a
summary suppression of the traffic in opium,
A strong foroe was despatched to China
to exact an indemnity, islands and seaports
were occupied by British troops as far
north as the River Yangtse, and Nankin,
the ancient capital, was only saved frqm
falling into their hands by the aocceptanoe
of such conditions of peace as Bir Henry
Pottinger saw fit to impose. The oon-
ditions are pronounced by Dr. Martin
astonishingly moderate on the part of a
conqueror who, unembarrassed by the
interests of other Powers, might have
taken the whole empire. They were,
besides payment for the destroyed drug,
the opening of five ports to British trade
and the cession to Great Britain of Bo':ﬁ-
kong, & rocky islet, which was then: the
abode of fishermen and pirates but which
to-day olaims to outrank all the seaports
of the world in the amount of its tonns.ge.
There was not a syllable in the peace treaty
about legalizing the opium traffic. 8o much
for the charge that this war, of repute
malodorous, was waged for the purpose of
compelling China to submit to the continu-
anoe of an unlawful trade.

A oconsecjuence of the opium war was the
outbreak of rebellions in different parts of
the empire. The Manchus, hitherto deemed
invincible, had been beaten by a handful
of foreigners. It surely then might be
possible for the Chinese to wrest the sceptre
from the northern invaders, Three parties
entered the field, the Taipings of the south,
the “Redhaired” on the seaccast and the
Nainfi in the north. In Dr. Martin's opin-
ion neither of the latter two parties de-
gerves notice, but the first named made for
themselves a place in history which one
is not at liberty to ignore. The Taipings
gained possession of Nankin and held it for
ten years, and it is safe to affirm that with-
out the aid of foreigners they never would
have been dislodged. The second part of
their enterprise—the expulsion of the
Manchus from Pekin—ended in defeat.
The Taipings were ccrrmonly called “long
haired” rebelé, be ause ‘hey rejected the
tonsure and “pigtail” as marks of sub-
jection. They printed at Nankin by what
they called “imperial authority” an edition
of the Holy Scriptures. At one time Lord
Elgin, disgusted by the conduct of the
Pekin Government, croposed to make
terms with the rebel court at Nankin,
The French Minister, hewever, refused to
cooperate, partly beceuse the rebels had
not been careful to distinguish between the
jmages in Roman Catholic chapels and
those in pagan temples, but chiefly from
an objeotion to the ascendenocy of Prot-
estant influence, coupled with a fear of
losing the power that comes from the exer-
cise of & protectorate over Roman Catholic
missions, “How different,” exclaims Dr.
Martin, “would have been the future of
China had the allied Powers backed up the
Taipings aganist t“e Manchus.”

The second act of ‘he great drama which
the nineteenth centiry saw performed on
the stage of the #'iddle Kingdom was the
po-called “Arrow” war, which lasted from
1857 to 1860, and was caused by the seizure
of the lorcha “Arrow,” which, though
owned by Chinese, was regictered in Hong-
kong and sailed under the British flag.
It is well known that in 1860 Pekin was
captured hy an Anglo-Frenoh force, that
the summer palace was laid in ashes and
that the Chinese Emperor fled to Tartary
to find a grave. By the ensuing treaty
China abandoned her long selclusion, added
to the number of treaty ports and threw
open the whole empire to the labors of
Christian missions. The ourtain rose on
the third act of the drama in 1885, when
the French seized the arsenal at Féochow
and destroyed the Chinese war fleet. So
far as the stipulations of the subsequent
treaty were conoerned neither party gained
or lost anything, yet as & matter of faot
France scored a substantial victory, be-
cause she was left henceforward in quiet
possession of Tonkin, a principality which
China had regarded as a vassal and en-
deavored to protect.

Ten years later a fourth act of the drama
grew out of China's unwise attempt to pro-
tect another vassal. Dr. Martin tells us
that he was in Japan when the China-
Japan war broke out, and being asked by
a company of foreigners 'what he thought
of Japan's chanoes, answered, “The sword-
fish can kill the whale." Not merely did
the islanders expel the Chinese from the
Corean peninsula, but they oocupied the
districts in Manchuria from which but yes-
terday they ousted the Russians, Pekin itself
was in danger when Li Hung Chang went to
sue for peace. The effect of China's defeat
at the hands of her despised neighbor was,
if possible, more profound than that of her
humiliation by the English and Frenoh in
1860, Bhe saw how the adoption of West-
ern methods had clothed a small Oriental
people with irresistible might, and her
wisest statesmen set themselves to work
& similiar transformation in their anti-
quated empire.  The young Emperor
showed himself an apt pupll, issuing a
saries of reformatory ediots which alarmed
the conservatives and provoked a remotion
that oonistitutes the fifth aned last act in

the tremendous drama 'l'hm,ﬂu.‘

of the Bmpress Dowager was followed by

the so-called Boxer war, which closed with
the capture of Pekin by the combined
foroes of the *civilised world.
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X,

Taught by the failure of a reaction on
which she had staked her life and her
throne, the Empress-Dowager has rnow
become & convert te the polioy of progress,
Dr. Martin belleves that during her life.
time she may be counted on to carry for-
ward the cause which she has tardily
espoused. She grasps the reins with a #rw
hand and her courage is such that shby
does not hesitate to drive tbe sharint ~f
State over many a new and untried road,
She knows that the spirit of reform s abroad
in the land and that the heart of the pecyle
is with her, Our author finds the nest
embodiment of this new epirit in the High
Commission sent out in 1005 to study tha
institutions of civilized countries east an:
west and to report on the adoption of such
as they should deem advisable,
tin thinks that the mere sending forth of
such an embassy is enough to make tha
Empress-Dowager's reign illustrious. The
or)ly analogous mission in China’s history
is'that which went to Indiain 66 A, D. in
quest of a better religious faith,

On their return to China the five com-
missioners of 1906 sent in & joint memoria!
dealing with what they had seen in foreign
countries, They reported that the richest
and strongest nations in the world to-day
are governed by constitutional govern-
ments. They mentioned the proclamation
of representative institutions in Russia and
remarked that China was the only great
country that had not adopted that principle
They earnestly requested the Throne tn
issue a deoree fixing on five years as tha
limit within which China should adopt a
constitutional form of government.

Dr. Martin bears witness to the signal
change which has taken place ipn Chinesa
sentiment regarding railways. At firsi
dreaded as an instrument of aggression,
they are now understood to be the best aux-
iliaries for national defence. It has further
dawned on the mind of the mandarinata
that they may be utilized as sources of rev
enue, In our author's opinion, it would not,
be strange if- the nationalization of rail-
ways, decided on in Japan in the spring of
1008, should lead to a similar movement
in China. Something has already been
achieved. Trains from Pekin now reach
Hangkow (600 miles) in thirty-six hours
When the Grand Trunk is completed through
trains from the capital will reach Canton
in three days. We are invited to compare
this journey with the three months sea
voyage of former times or with the ten days
even now required for the trip by steamer.
Many new enterprises in this field are con-
templated. Shanghai is to be connected
by rail with Tientsin (which means Pekin),
and with Nankin and SBuchow. Lines to
penetrate the western provinces are al-
ready mapped out, and even in Mongolia
it is proposed to supersede the camel by
the iron horse on the caravan route to Rus-
sla. The advent of railways has been slow
in comparison with the quick application
of the telegraph. The provinces of China
are covered with wires, The wireless tele-
graph is also at work; a little manual trans-
lated by a native Christian tells people how
to use it. Eleotric bells are now common
appliances in the houses of Chinese who live
in foreign settlements. Electric trolleysare
soon to be running at Shanghai and Tientsin.
Telephones, both private . and publie,
are a convenience much appreciated. A
postal system China has long possessed;
mounted oouriers for official despatches
and foot messengers for private parties,
the .Government providing the former
and merchant companies the latter. The
modernized post office now operating
ih every province provides both. To most
of the large towns the mails are oarried
by steamboat or railroad. Sir Robert
Hart, who in 1868 assumed control of the
maritime customs service in treaty ports,
is the father of China's postal system.

Within the last five years a vernacular
daily press has arisen in China. Some
twenty or more journals have sprung up
under the shadow of the throne, and they
are not gagged. They go, to the length of
their tether in discussing the affairs of
state, and indulge in ocovert criticism of
the Government and its agents. Reading
rooms are a new institution full of promise.
They are not libraries, but places for read-
ing and expounding newspapers for the
benefit of those who are unable to read
for themselves. This mode of enlighten-
ing the ignorant is confessedly borrowed
from the missionaries. Reform in writing
is a genuine novelty, Chinese characters
being a development of hieroglyphics, in
which the sound is no index of the sense,
and in which each pictorial form must be
made separately familiar to the eye, With-
out the introduction of alphabetioc writing
the art of reading can never become general
in China. To meet the want an alphabet
of fifty letters has been invented, and a
society has been organized to push the
system, so that the common people, in-
cluding the women, may soon be able to
read the papers for themselves. The
author of the system is Wang Chao, who
gave occasion for the coup d'élat by
which the Dowager Empress was restored
to power in 1808. Dr. Martin closes his
memorable list of reforms with a reference
to a society for the abolition of the usage
which makes Chinese women p their
feet. He lately heard, he tells t; man-
darins of high rank advocate the suppres-
sion of this custom, and they took a pledge
that there shall be no more foot binding
in their families. The Dowager Empress
has supported the cause with a hortatory
edict. Viceroy Chang ie reported to have
suggested a tax on small feet.

We add that the streets of Pekin and
other large cities are now patrolled by a
well dressed and well armed police force,
whioh offers a strong contrast with the
ragged, negligent watchmen of yore. Pave-
ments are undergoing thorough repairs,
80 that broughams and rickshaws are be-
ginning to take the place of carts
and palanquins. A foreign style of
building is also winning favor, ani
the adoption of foreign drees is though!
of. On the whole, the number and exten!
of reforms effected or decreed are such as
to make the present reign the most memn
orable in the history of the empire. I'r
Martin hopes to witness the suppression «f
polygamy and domestic slavery and to s#
China thus lifted out of the class of eicn
oountries as Turkey and Morocco I
companionship with the most enlightencd
nations of Europe and America.

M. W.IL
———
Worked on One Farm 74 Years
From the London Siandard

At a meeting of the committee of the Sufs
folk Agricultural Assoclation at Sudior”
to make the award of annual premiun
Ionf service in husbhandry it was wnnoo
that James Fletcher had heen reconos
who had been seventy-four yvears onp!
upon the same farm, but as his mss'e
never heen a member of the associaiiy
case could not be considered

There were twenty-one competitor
clase for laborers n husbandrye whosoo o
does nol exceed £5 who have worked |
on the same farm or for the ssme ts
or mistress, and the prizetakers were W I
Dunnett,. recommended by Sir (07
d Ilnr.-:'h_o(v:oml ..[l'_‘r:frunr\.ii';'“‘ *"'»‘vp g
Wm.lu,;l Carter, &y-ue:n;‘-mrh' Robept ¢
fifty-three yeare, and Walter ¢loe
thres years,

Dr. Mar-



