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might be amusing if there were less of
him, and an admirable young sociological
femile prig, who is the god in the machine
and gets married in an uncalled for manner
s the end.

™ “A Long Time Ago in Virginia and
Maryland,” by Alice. Maude Ewell (The
Neale Publishing Comipany), nine stories
of colonial times are told. The stories are
Interesting; much, care has heen expended
on the antiquarian lore that illustrates
them, and great paina taken with the old
fashioned lenguage in which they are told.
This is consistent, but perhaps the stories
would have been better if it had not been
attémpted, for it turns into an artificial
dialect what might have been tola in plain
Englis).

Very pleasant sketches of life in a rural
Virginian town are reprinted in Mr. Gran-
wille Davisson Hall's “Old Gold"™ (The
Mayer and Miller Company, Chicago)
They are loving recollectiohs of boyhood

days in the country and of many queer |
characters of the days before the war. |

The strange thing about the book is that
the negro does not appear in it, and that
save for a geographical name now and
then the town described and many of the

people might be of New England or any- |

where in the North. Though the author
deals with realities, his stories and de-
soriptiofs are of the kind that have brought
success to many hooks of thinly disguised
'fiction in late years.

Books for Boys.

*The Treasure Seekers of the Andes” is
the new volume in the Pan-American series
written by Edward Stratemeyer (Lothrop,
foe and Shephard). It is a complete story
in itaelf, but it introduces again the five
schoolboys and their Professor who have
been making journeys in “the three Amer-
icas.” In this tale the young explorers
travel about. in the South American jungle,
meeting with uncommon and perilous ad-
wventures and discovering in the end the
buried treasure of the Incas. The book
is of the good old relinble pattern, war-
ranted to wear and wash, and of which
boys never sam to grow weary. A few
modern touches are added in the way of
camera hunting and much information is
skilfully inserted in the midst of exciting
episodes. The boya are plucky and lueky,
good shots and good workers. The inven-
tion of theauthor arranges many experiences
that are more entertaining to read about
than they would be to encounter.

The adventurous life of Captain John
Bmith has always been a favorite theme
for the writers of trwe siories for youthful
readers. It is retold this s*ason in & new

form by C. H. Forbes-Lindsay under the title |

of “John Smith-Gentleman Adventurer”
(J. B. Lippincott and Co.). The new story
begins with an account of thefrejoicings in
England over the defeat of the Armada and
introduces Smith as a lad of nine years long-
ing for battle and adventure. It follows
the boy up to London and gives a fresh
picture of the town in the days when Eliza-
beth ruled in England and playgoers sat in
the Globe Theatre to sse Shakespeare's
latest piece, It pres'nts again the well
known events of Smith's career in this
country up to his final departure for Eng-
land from Virginia. The story is told with
directnesa and vigor and great admiration
for this soldier of fortune, of whom it was
said by one of his followers “that in all his
proceedings he made justice his firat guide
and experience his second; ever hating
baseness, sloth, pride and
more than dangers * * * that loved
action more than words and hated falachood
and covetousness wors> than death.” Mr.
Forhes-Lindsay's story 18 a good, strong
interest compelling narrative and a vah-
able addition to a boy's library

One of the sentimental little tales regu-
larly prepared for the holiday season like
the plum pudding and mince pie which
make the Christimas feast so delicious and
the day afterward so sad is called “Peter
A Christmas Story,” by Mrs. Edwin Hohler
(E. P. Dutton and Co.). It is an English
tale, which will scarcely appeal to the
American child reared on the Declaration
of Independence, where habitation in a
steam heated flat has not been handed
down through generations and thus be-
come an object of veneration. The little
boy of whom the story is written is Sir
Peter of Moberly. His father died leaving
Peter's financial affairs in a bad way. In
fact his only assets are a bulldog of un-
prepossessing appearance and a stock of
aristoeratic airs that would tit out several
families with ancestral pride. He finds
his way uninvited to his old home, keeps
Christmas in the good old way with tenants
and ancestors bowing down before him,
and gentlefolk dining in state at his in-
vitation. He does all manner of things
that no little boy wonld enjoy, and makes
such an impression on the kinsman who
has bought the old place that he gives it
back to Peter for a present. It is all as
unreal and as pretty as a sugar candy
Christmas angel with spangled wings
perohed in the top of the Christmas tree.

Joseph B. Ames has overshot the mark ia
his new book Tor boys, “The Tréusure of the
Canon” (Henry Holt & Co.). Even the
omnivorous appetite for exciting adventure
peculiar to the young reader demands no
such jumble of the impossible as Mr. Ames
has crowded into his story of the search for
the buried treasure of the Azteos in the wilds
of Arizona, The author has a powerful
Imagination and no little skill in narration
and description. But his story is over-
crowded with episode and needlessly improb-
able in conclusion. The boy hero wins out
ineverything, from saving the foothall game
in the beginning to discovering the treasure
— piles of golden bars, chests of rare manu-
soripts, bags of precious jewels, It is he and
his chum who kill the grizzly. He discovers
the villain. Hefinds the way into the cafon
and what is more difficult still, the way
out of it again. He saves the day at the
holdup of the train, conveying the treasure
toitadestination. He starts out on his quest
penniless; he comes back with $1,000,000 to
begin life with and a devoted chum whose
life he has saved to be devoted to him. He
is a most extraordinary boy and would be a
fine hero if for a moment any one could be-
lieve there ever was “any sich person.”

“The Remarkable Adventures of Little
Boy Pip” on his journey to “the place where
the sky comes down,” by Philip W. Francis
(Paul Elder & Co.) is A whimsical story
written with a double purpose--to enfertain
& very small little person who cannot read

and to amuse the kindly grown up persdn ’

who reads the tale aloud, The very small

little person may be interested in the ex- |

cursion personally conducted by the Welsh
Rabbit who belongs jo , the Nightmare
Family and the curious things encountered
along the way—the Fourth Blind Mouse,
the animated Oomloot, the Hap

(that may happen anywhere) and the- ke
rible Thing That Hides Behind she Deor,
The critical grown up pérson’ :

the story belongs to the “Alice’ !
land” school of extravaganza add may be
unkind enough not to think phe pléy e
words 8o very amusing after all, The book
is lfustrated by Merle Johnson,

unworthiness {

of the series to which it belongs in that it
s largely made up of contributions from
the varipns officers, soldiers, frontiersmen
and scouts who took part in the Nez Perods
war and the Modoo war, to which the volume
is devoted. The book opens with “The
Epic of the Nez Percés,” a general account
of the war written by Dr. Bréfly, followed
by Chief Joseph's own story of the wrongs
and sorrows of his people. After this is
written the detailed account of the achieve-
ments of the men who fought in the great
conflict. They are good story tellers as
well as brave warriors, these old soldiers,
and their chronicle is full of interest for the
student of the history of this period. Among
theee ocontributors are Major-Gen. 0. 0.
Howard, Brig.-Gen. David Perry, Major
Parnell, Major Trimble, Brig.-Gea. H. C.
Hasbrouck and Col. James Jackson. The
| purpose of the book Seems to be, apart
from its historical value, to pay loyal tribute
to the United States Army and to sit before
the readers of the record of what Mr. Brady
calls “the bitterest injustice toward a weak
but independent people to which the United
States has ever set ite hand.”

The Story of the Amazing Sadi-.
“Sadie —the Story of a Girl, Some Men and
the Eternal Fitness of Things,” is a lurid
tale of Western life written by Karl Edwin
Harriman (D. Appleton & Co.). Sadie is &
humble heroine but a remarkable one. She
is described as one of the peachiest “pie
slingers between Chicago and the Coast.”
She pursues her noble profession in a rail-
way restaurant called Bagdad, which Billy
Thompson locates as on “the rim of hell.”
Billy is one of the “men” and the manager
of the eating house. The “men” are of
widely differingitypes. but all of them madly
in love with Sadie. Each one of them not
already matrimonially entangled (and one
who has a sick wife) proposes to Sadie at
various times. She turns them all down
with the reckles abandon of a musical
comedy star—all except Billy.
The perusa! of the atory doea not im-
| press the reader 8o much with the “Eternal
Fitness of Things” as with the writer's
' robustness imagination and felicity
| in the use of slang. The hook, we regrei,
must be relegated to the realm of the cheap
and wvulgar, but we approve of making
l heroines of the type of Sadie whether they
happen or not. She ia the kind of a girl
almost every one is looking for just now
| the girl that stays on and doesn't marry
the first man who asks her or give warning
because an extra one comes in for dinner.
| When the “spotlight” of romance is thrown
| upon the beroing in a Waitress's cap and

of

| apron ‘there will. he as rhany girls eager |

to wash dishes as there are now clamoring
to stand about in stage draughts in as
near the “altogether” as the law allows,

Between neals Sadie rides and shoota,
ministers at the bedside of the consump-
| tive gambler, saves lives at the risk of her
own and has all manner of the adventures
Fand experiences that all girls crave. She
sava herself that she isn't like other girls,
and she is right. We never have seen
a girl like Sadie, but we should like to meet
 her and hope that she and Rilly will thrive
| and prosper in their new “Palace hotel®
in the desert. One of the most remark-
able things Sadie’does ia to write . letter
that would have done credit to any of
Richardson’s heroines. It is nine printed
pages long and tells the story of her life
in a graphic manner.

Books for Girls,

Annie Fellows Johnston is one of the hest
writers of fiction for young people now in
the field. Her stories are founded upon
gimple, natural events touched with the
| glamour of romanee and full of the poetic
| ideals that appeal to youthful fancy. They
are not written for those who have passed
their Tennyson age, but for the voung,
the eager, the ardent and the inexperi
enoed.
fearless, her maidena ladies fair to be
wooed in old gardens and won with quo
tations, But their charm and value rest
in the fact that it is in the world of the
everyday and the commonplace that tour-
neys and triumphs take place. Of all
this anthor's booka “The Little Colonel
Seriea” has been deservedly most popular.
It has introduced a group of delightful
little lads and lussies, followed them through
their schooldays, and in a new yolume, “The
Little Colonel's Knight Comes'Riding,” ar-
i ranges their matrimonial affaira. They are

very real, very dear little people, and it

will be with mingled regret and gladness
| that those who have loved the Little Col-
| onel 8o long will see her “wooed and mar-
| ried and a’, kissed and carried awa',” even
if her knight is the one you yourself would
have chosen, the one who satisfies the re-
quirements of “the silver yardstick” and
brings “the diamond leaf® which proves
him the Little Colonel's true knight-
the leaf of happiness. Sentimental-+cer-
tainly! But young girls muss have senti-
ment, as children must have sweets. Yot
it be pure and wholesome and it will not
harm them. Go to, old bald heads, and read
the stock reports and think about your
diet. We'll take caramels and “Sondies” as
long as we can and laugh and blow our noses
as we read how the Little Colonel “With
her father's blessing light upon her rode
| away beside the Prince; and ever afler all

her life was crowned with happiness, as
it had been written for her in the stars.”
The Little Colonel Series is published by
L. C. Page * Co.

Girls who have, never been to college
will be interested in the story of “Helen
Grant, Senior,” which Amanda M. Douglas
adds this year to the Helen Grant Series
published by Lothrop, Lee & Shepard.
The real college girl takes herself alto-
gether too seriously to condescend to trifling
tales of this kind. Socioclogy or pragmatism
are more in her line than rambling aoc-
vounts of college crushes, athletic con-
tests and dormitory doings. Helen Grant
is a very well balanced and clever girl,
who manages to skip a year's work and
take honors in her senior class without
beingr elegated to the despised lists of the
“greasy grinds.” Some shadowy love
affairs are introduced and give promise
of another volume to be written concerning
“Helen Grant, Graduate.” The varied ac-
tivities and conflicting demands of college
life, which show the difficulties laid in the
way of serious study in college, are well
presented and will be interesting to old
fashioned people who labor under the de-
lusion that a college career is one of serenity
and intellectual development.

The story of ranch life in the great wild
| West has been told many times for boys,
| and its variations are always received
with favor. This year it has been written
out for girls in a bright and entertaining
manner by Minna Caroline Smith under the
title “Red Top Ranch” (E. P. Dutton). It
sets forth the experiences of a little Eastern
girl on & visit to a ranch in Wyoming.
We advise all little girls who like rattle~
snakes and bucking broncos and Indians
to read it, for we doubt very much if any
other little girl would ever be permitted to
meet with such adventures as those which
Mary Lloyd enjoyed in the story. Most
grownups have a tiresome way of looking
after little girls, kepping them out of danger
and never letting them show how really
brave they are. But everything happened
1o Mary from the forest fire to tle stage
holdup, and she-took it all with pluck and
courage, as little girls in books always do

l_‘ \
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Her boys are knights brave and |
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THE

SHUTTLE

Frances Hodgson Burnett’s Masterpiece

“Here is & tunic for fiction readers who |
are tired of ysychological dissections and |
introspective heroines.”

—Brooklyn Times.
‘The Shuttle’ cannot resist its

ungueationable dramatic power or fail to be held
to the wery end by its persistent enteridining

“T he reader o)

qualities.”

—Hoston Transcript.

“ “The Shuttle’ is a tribute to American
manhood——since only among American
men is its heroine possible.
Betty Vanderpoel Americdn womanhood
is portrayed in its highest possibilities.”

—~Loulsville Evening Post.

“A fine, absorbing romance in which the whole
vast English background is as real as Mrs.
Humphry Ward could have made it.”

~Chicago Record-Herald.

“Mrs. Burnett's wit, pathos, humor,
| power of poetic expression, of epigram-
| matic phrasing, were not more to advan-
| tage in Little Lor! Fauntleroy or That
| Lass of Lowrie’s than in this intense and
dramatic novel.”

~—Hartford Courant.

“Mvrs. Burneil'a 'The Shuttle is the book of
the year and gr.umta the girl of girls. . . .
For Betty is the most admirable of the year's
girla in books. . . . ‘The Shuttle’ is a
triumph—the masterwork in story tlelling of
Frances Hodgson Burnett."

. —New York World.

In

“Frances Hodgson Burnett . . .
has written the one big novel of the
year.”

~Springfield (Mass.) Union.

A Novel of International Marriage

OF
THE

WINSTON

A novel of the Great Northwest, that thrills the pulse like the beat of galloping hoofs.
A romance of exchanged reputations.

' . . . We ecan cordially recommend the story.
meident, cffectively and well told.” —N. Y. sun.

PRAIRIE, 2.0 cr alton of Somasce,” te.

It ia ingenious, forcible. full of strong
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the young heroine of Mary Stewart Cutting’s first novel, “The
Wayfarers,” meets a man in a railway accident, who rescues
her and whom she knows in the dark only by the strong hand
clasp with which he helps her to safety. She goes through many
hard adventures and through two love affairs, influenced all the
time by the memory of that hand clasp. This is but one of the
themes running through Mrs. Cutting’s story, which has other
characters and other phases equally well developed. This inter-
esting novel begins in the

December
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not at all like the little girls we know in
real life.

A wholesome and pleasant story of some
orphan children aml their experiences
on a little farm in the mountains of Cali-
fornia is well told by Marian Warner Wild-
man in “What Robin did Then” (Dana
Estes and Co.).

then let us by all meana have just such
stories as this of a plucky, resourceful
*irl and her cheerful hard working brothers.
hey did not “strike it rich” in the gold
mines, but they did take up tiresome tasks
with ener and perseverance and made
ood frienda for themselves in the new

ome. Robin even cooked for a time in a |

mining camp, Jerry carried the mail and
Don looked after the garden. They worked
hard and cheerfully—they were uncom-
plaining in the midst of hardships and they
did win out in the end as they deserved
todo.
and a little gold dust was found to send
the boya to school. The story is simple
and natural and ita lesson
inspiring,
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Even a lover was provided for Robin |

is sweet and |
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“A cleverly told tale, full of dainty sentiment, of poetic dreaming

“One of the best romances of the year.”’—The Washington Post.
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—;;Advancing clz;.;er_)amrd i, as uuetbit& ;ba;t‘m umu-!;i
attracted me, [ saw it was a'dog. ‘Quick,’ I called out, ‘get
it! Tame it. It is worth more than riches to us, that dog.”

Back at the beginning of things, it is plain that the possession of a faithful
dog was indeed worth more than riches, and John Cowles and Ellen
Meriwether, in

THE WAY OF A MAN
By EMERSON HOUGH

nad to begin at the beginning. They were lost, and as campletely
alone in the trackless Western wilds as if they were truly the only man
and woman in the world. How they managed to exist, the strange
perils they encountered, and the ingenious expedients they emploved in
their desperate battle for existence, makes a story that holds the reader
through every chapter and page. Before they were lost John was in
love with Ellen; before long Ellen was in love with John—and then—
but you must read the book. )
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Sold as a Slave, Yet a French Princess!
One of the Most Thrilling Incidents in

de « Victor Jallot |

The stirring romance of Old New Orleans a hundred years ago. By
EDWARD CHILDS CARPENTER, with beautiful coler ill
Elenore Plaisted Abbott. r illustrations by

Price $150. At all booksellers.
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