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Credit Where Credit Is Due.

'é _A Berlin newspaper, the Deutsche
. Xage-Zeitung, gives to President ROOSE-
* the undivided credit for the Cen-
American peace conference and its

ts. The German journal is
_withous full information. The proposal
Z the: conference originated with the
] can Ministers in Washing-
The outline of the project was sub-
ted to the Hon: ROBERT BACON, then

$
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" acting Secretary of State. ‘To him per-
haps more than to any other American
Lofficial is due the credit for a movement

'";_g jch gives every promise of being one
2

of the most important of the time. Its
P tialities for good are almost meas-
) and the value of Mr. Bacon's
services is beyond estimate.
- We have no wish to take from Mr.
i/ EVELT one atom of the renown prop-
B due him for his part in the proceed-
gs. Much belongs also to President
" Draz and to Ambassador CREEL. But
to all concerned in the matter
es to the Central American Ministers,
i vo, COREA, MEJNIA, HERRARTE and
. UGARTE, a large hare of the special
‘ it, and to Mr. BAcoN another large
A ﬂﬁ Few realize the difficult and deli-
work done by these gentlemen in
usting divergent conditions and har-
- nizing conflicting views, opinions and
T > t“
®  Through it all Mr. ROBERT BaAcowN
' stood as the “guide, philosopher and

A

L Y 'i‘lu- Indiana Candidate.

#'  Vice-President FAIRBANKS is a man
.. of respectable talents and sound legal
. fraining. In his profession and in his
. ponsiderable and useful public service
has been dighjficd and conservative.
the present national temper such qual-
ities are likely to be valued. Mr. Falr-
/' BANKS i8 not brilliant, it may be, but his
' fends believe he will wear well; and
motre brilliant a candidate is the
) it is to elect him. The history of
k relations between the Presidents and
" the Vice-Presidents would make curious
k- ing; and in recent years a deprecia-
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& dent as an official powerless and obscure,
{* and inevitably to the President a me-
& ‘mento mori. Even Mr. ROOSEVELT be-
& Heved that the Vice-Presidential chair
£ was too narrow for his greatness and his
'/ ambitions.
i 8 Mr. FAIRBANKS, more or less with-

- drawn By his office from the making of
& enmities, is at the same time conspicuous

. in the public eye, and able to watch

. @losely the field of politics, in which he |

" has labored long. With the great cen-

tral State of Indiana behind him he is

. & Favorite Son whose fortunes must be

'~ watched with interest; or, if his strength

# in the convention proves unequal to his

i hopes, he may have no unimportant part

" in the selection of the winner.

f At th¢ same time Mr. FAIRBANKS and

~ his friends ought to be warned

¢ against the danger that even a boom so

L respectable and deserving may be made

diculous if the ever ridiculous BEViE-

GE cannot be prevented from smearing

with his demand for Federal child

abor laws, as he did at Indianapolis

] Thursday. Mr. FAIRBANKS should be
l“protected from this impertinence.

£,

- The Water Board.

ke The charges brovght against the mem-
i bers of the Board of Water Supply by
. the Commissioners of Accounts allege
& taat J. EDWARD SiMMONS, CHARLES N.
| @HADWICK and CHALLES A. SHAW were
. guilty of “incompetency and misconduct
" in awarding the contract for the Asho-
"' kan dam to McArthur Brothers and
| Winston & Co., whose bid was $12,000,755,
8 instead of giving it to the John Peirce
' Qompany, which offered to do the work
" for $10,315,350. The board was under
" mo legal obligation to accept the lowest
. bid, as is usually tha case in the letting
. of contracts for public works. The law
¢ under which the additional water supply

i to be obtained says:
’» “ After the expiration of the time Umited In the
| advertisement the sald bids or proposals shall be
I publicly opened by the sald Board of Water Supply,
\ _ aad 1t may select the bid or proposal, the gocept
: _ ance of which will, In thelr judgment, best secure
| the eMclent performance of the work, or they may

| yeject any or all of such bids.”

“%.  When the bids for the Ashokan dam
' were opened the Peirce company’s pro-
. posal 'was found to be lower than that

¢
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. engineers employed by the board.
" vestigation disclosed the fact that the

Peirce company, though thoroughly re-

work to be done, and that its principals
not sanguine of making a reason-
from the contract. There-
-after taking the advice of
and competent engineers, who

reported againat the acceptance of the

Pairoe company's bid, the Commissioners
assumed the responsibility of rejecting
the lowest proposal and letting the work

B iden has grown up of the Vice-Presi- |
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of Water Supply, its engineers, the
terested contractors and their

concerned, of piling up a mass of contra-
dictory opinion from experts, in which
the tryth seemed to be buried.
The members of the board have been
ridiculed and attacked for “displaying
ignorance” of their duties umder ques-

highly technical, the emergency was
great, and they were laymen who could
not be expected to show the familiarity
with engineering details of which it is easy
to ask questions seemingly simple, but
really requiring intricate special knowl-
edge and training for answer.

‘When the Board of Water Supply was
created it was hoped to carry out the
work of tapping a new watershed with-
out mixing politics in the necessary
transaction, which involves an expendi-
ture estimated at $160,000,000. To ac-

scribed for the members of the board
and their salaries were fixed at $12,000 a

complish this no term of office was pre- |

.
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and also as mot individually to socupy nearly se
‘much apuce as other passengers; that the differ-
enow between full fare and haltfare Is o such im-
portdnoe 0 the parents of many of these puplls,
shat the number who would ride at hall the rate
would be nearly it not qnite twice as many as at
the regular rate, and thas for ipese and other rea-
sons raliway companies would suffer no loss from
oarrying the children at half the reguiar fgre?
Unless we can say as matter of law that such a
view would be uatenable we cannot hold that the
statute ls unconstitutional.”
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. The conclusion of the Massachusetts
Bupreme Court that the half fare statute
was constitutional has been sustained
by the Supreme Court of the United
States, although on a different ground.
It appears that this statute was in force ,
when the Attleborough Street Railway-|
Company took its charter from the Com- |
monwealth; and it was therefore held
that the railroad company had volun-
tarily accepted as a condition of going
into business the requirement that it
should charge school children only half
the regular rates of fare. Mr. Justice
Howmws, however, who wrote the opin-
ion of the court, took occasion, speaking
for himself alone, to discuss the consti-
tutional validity of the statute apart
from the assumption that the railway
company had accepted its conditions.
“I hesitatingly agree with the State
court,” he says, “that the requirement
may be justified under what is commonly
called the police power. * * * If the
Fourteenth Amendment is ngt to be a

I
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I competent men to the jobs. [t was also i

provided that no member should be re- |

misconduct shown after a hearing upon |
due notice, upon stated charges.” This '
hearing the Mayor is to give next month. |
The result will be awaited with interest,
not only because of the large sum of |
money involved, but also because the |
members of the Board of Water Supply |
have excellent reputations as competent,
careful and honest men, which must suf- .
fer serious injury if they are removed |
from public office for the reasons set |
forth in the report of the Commissioners |
of Accounts, :
|
The United States Supreme Court on ;
Half Fares for School Children. i

| Isit within the constitutional power of |
| a State Legislature to require a street |
i railway company in a city to carry school |
{ children at half the fare exacted from
| adult passengers?
This question was presented to the
! Supreme Judicial Court of Massachu-
| setts in January, 1905, and was answered
in the affirmative by that tribunal. The
| decision was taken to the Supreme Court
[ of the United States at Washington and
| an opinion has recently been handed down
jin that court by Mr. Justice HoLMES
! which contains a very interesting and
important discussion of the constitu-
tionality of such legislation.

The case arose in Attleborough, Mass., |
where a street railway company refused
to sell tickets for the transportation of |
pupils of the public schools at rates not. |
exceeding half the regular fare charged |
! for the transportation of other passen- |
| gers. This half fare had been prescribed |

by a statute recently enacted by the
| Massachusetts Legislature. The valid-
ity of this statute was disputed on the |
' ground that the corporation could not
comply with the statute without carrving
| school children for less than a reasonable
compensation. The regular fare charged
for passengers was five cents; and the
roilway company offered to prove that
during the preceding year the actual and
reasonable cost of transportation a pas-
| senger was 3.86 cents, or 4.10 cents includ-
| ing taxes. While the railroad company
| did not deny the authority of the Legis-
lature to impose reasonable regulations
as to the rates of fare which it should
charge, it contended that such power
could be exercised only so as not to
| deprive the corporation of its property
| without due process of law; and it there-
! fore asked the trial court to rule that the
! statute prescribing half fares for school |
| children did result in such a deprivation |
of its property, and was therefore repug- |
nant to the Fifth and Fourteenth amend- |

ments to the Federal Constitution. i

The Massachusetts Supreme Court de- 1
clared that it would unhesitatingly pro- |
nounce the law unconstitutional if the

| effect of the statute were to compel the

\

|

|

railroad company to conduct its business |
It pointed out, however, that |

at a loss,
the statute did not limit the general |
rates of fare, but left the company free |

to charge adult passengers within the |
. limits of Attleborough six or seven cents |

| instead of five cents, provided only that
I it did not charge school children more
than half the general rate. The more
difficult question was whether there ex-
isted any constitutional justification for
| a discrimination between pupils of the
! public schools and other passengers.
“If this were an absolute and arbitrary
selection of a class.” said Chief Justice
KnxowLToN, “independently of good
reasons for making a distinction, the
provision would be unconstitutional and
void.” The equal protection of the laws
guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amend-
ment of the Federal Constitution forbids
| any such arbitrary selection; and it can-
not be rendered constitutional by calling
it classification.

The Massachusetts Supreme Court,
however, was of the opinion that this
discrimination in favor of the pupils of
the public schools was not entirely arbi-
trary. From the earliest times in the his-’
tory of the Commguwealth the education
of children has received the favorable
attention of the Legialature, whose duty
it is, as declared by the State Constitu-
tion itself, to be diligent in the promo-
tion of education among all the people.
Therefors the enactment of the half fare
statute was declared to be justified, so
far as it merely gave help to school chil-
dren in connection with their studies.
Furthermore, it was held that the Leg-
islature might well conclude, in view of
the facts relative to the transportation
of school children, that the statutory re-
quirement would not really inflict any
loss upon the street railway companies.
The argument on this branch of the case is
summed up interrogatively 4 follows:

“ Was it not possible for legialators 1o decide that
puplls, In most cases, go to and from the publle
schools at hours when the cars are not In use by
persons golng to and from their work, or by many
persous; that the puplis genorally are of such age

| tions for the treatment of the sick and
L injured.

i small or great, becomes by the givinga

practice of the States, in common with
other governments, than I think was

latitude in the minor adjustments of life, ;
even though by their action the burdens |
of a part of the community are some- |
what increased. The “traditions and |
habits of centuries were not intended |
to be overthrown when that amendment |
was passed.” .

In the ceiebrated San Francisco laun- |
dry cases the late hir. Justice FIELD,
speaking for the Supremo Court of the
United States, dociared that neither the
Fourteenth Amendment nor any other |
amendmeni “was designed to interfere
with the power of the Stdte, sometimes
termed its police power, to prescribe
regulations to pfomote the health, peace,
morals, educaiion and good order of the
people.” Referring to this decision Mr.
Justice HoLMES poin's out that Massa-
chusetta always has recognized educa-
tion as one of the first objects of public
care. He concedes that he might not he
able to justify a statute which conferred |
equal favors upon doctors or upon work- |
ingmen; but he thinks the discrimination
in favor of school children may be main-
tained as a proper exercise of the police
power, being regarded as in the nature
of a tax for educational purposes which
is imposed upon corporations exercising
a public franchise and therefore specially
subject to legislative control.

Mr. Justice HARLAN, the oldest mem-
ber of the court and certainly the equal
of any of his associates in legal ability
and a comprehensive knowledge of con-
stitutional law, agrees with Mr. Justice
HoLmEs that the half fare statute of
Massachusetts is not objectionable,
either on the ground that it denies to
the railway companies the equal protec-
tion of the laws or that it deprives the
corporation of its property without due
process of law. The question is cue of
general and indeed of national interest,
as such legislation is very common; and
the opinions in this Attleborough case, '
both in the State court and in the Supreme
Court of the United States, are most |
favorable to its validity.

Two Days.

This is Hospital Saturday and to-
morrow will be Hospital Supday. On
these days it is the privilege of any
attendant at a synagogue or church to

' coftribute toward the support of the

Associated Hospitals, which treated |
33,500 free bed patients and 366,431 sur-
gical and dispensary patients in the last
vear. The medium through which this
opportunity is offered is the Hospital
Saturday and Sunday Association. That
association undertakes to make up, in
part, the prospective deficit of $1,350,000
which at the beginning of évery year ]
faces the managers of forty-one institu-

The money collected to-day and to-
morrow will be divided among the hospi-
tals in proportion to the amount they ex-
pend in caring for free patients. Favor-
itism, sectarian feeling, race prejudice
do not affect its distribution. It is ex-
pended directly and exclusively for the
physical benefit of those who need help.
The contributor to the fund, be his gift

| benefactor to one or more individuals

among his fellow beings. Through no

other agency can a person do greater

good than through the Hospital Saturda;

and Sunday Association. *
Coal Mining Accldents.

The report just issued by the Geo-
logical Survey in its Bulletin No. 333 on
the causes and prevention of coal mining
accidents is a timely contribution to the
subject. Last year nearly 7,000 men were
killed or injured in our coal mines. In
the first seventeen days of this month
more than 500 lives were lost, and the
death roll of this year is expected to
l exceed that of 1806. In the opinion of the
| men who wrote this report the appalling
! casualty list is chiefly the result of inade-
quate measures to reduce the dangers.

The report, which is only preliminary,
summarizes the results of studies made
this year by five members of the survey
in several States and Territories relative
to the causes and prevention of such acci-
dents. Later bulletins are to be issued
on the same topic.

The writers tell us that it is doubtful
if the natural conditions for getting out
coal with a miaimum amount of danger
are as favorable in any other country as
in the United States. In the leading coal
districts the beds are still thick, lie in
nearly horizontal positions and provide
almost ideal conditions for mining. Our
mines are not troubled with fire damp to
a greater extent than those of other
countries, and until recently we had an
abundant supply of cheap timber to re-
duce the number of accidents by ade-
quate supports for roofs and sides.

| the dangers, including effective

? =

The
sults in Europe of measures to reduce

tions for combating unfavorable condi-
tions, regulations for the use of explo-
sives, and the compulsory use of tested
safety lamps. We find at home'that our
dangers are increasing, for we are begin-
ning to work thinner and less regular
seams, and the tendency is to put in less
timbering, though half of the deaths in
our mines in 1906 were due to the fall-
ing of roofs and coal. The many na-
tionalities employed in our mines is also
an element of danger, for often the
miners cannot understand one another
or speak a word of English. Not a few
of the miners show recklessness that
should be restrained by the most strin-
gent rejzulations.

The whole subject undoubtedly de-
mands thorough investigation, and any
measures required to make coal mining
as safe in this country as in any other

year, in the hope of attracting honest and | greater hamper upon the established | should be applied.

The Georgia liqguor dealers are selling

moved “except for incompetency or | intended, they must be allowed a certain } their stock a. .educed prices. Jugs and

demijolins are heing stored. The Crackers
are preparing for the dry season that begins
Januliry 1. Macon, Savannah and Atlanta
wiil be pinched by the drought at first. Most
of the rest of the State is dry already.

For the sake of Art even the Prohibition-
ists will not refuse a tegqr to the Hokesmith
Victory, populariy called the Gal at the
Fountain. A masterpiece to be missed.

Meanwhile, prohibition goes marching
on, conquering and to conquer; and At-
lanta, ever true to the main chance, is boom-
ing herself outrageously as “the largest
prohibition city in the world.”
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WAYS OF EXPRESS COMPANIES.

Prompt and Oflclal Attention Recelved
by ©One Compiaint,

To rar Epiror or TRR SuN-—-Sir: You pub-
lish to day a latter signed “T. W. W.” on “Ways
of Express Companies..” The writer of the letter
complains of all express companies. saying that
the corporation of which he is president has several
times been subjected to the collection of charges
at both ends, and that it has had diMculty in get
ting money refunded which has been Improperly
collected. He also complains that . O, D, eol-
lections are held up by express companies and not
promptly returned to thelr owners. 1f the writer
of the letter has any such complaints against the
United States Express Company and will make
them directly to me they will receive Immediate
attention, and any oe of the v who
may be found to have dishonestly collected any
money from him or held up any money due to him
will be dismissed from the company's service,
The company has strict rules against such dis-
honest practices, and It s the duty of myself and
the officers of the company to enforce such rules.

Obvlously, & shipper can obtain a more satls-
factory result by making a straightforward com
plaint to the proper ofticer of the company than
by publishing an anonymous letter contalning no
particulars. ) T. C. Prarr,

President United States Express Company.

NEwW Yorg, December 24,

To THE EpITOR OoF THE SUX- Sir: On the ed!
torial page of THr Sux of December 24 appears
a letter signed “T. W. W.” under the heading “Ways
of Express Companies” In which the writer com
plained of treatment accogded to him by some
express companies, the names of which were not
mentioned.

We have written to this gentleman asking him It
this company was the one complained of; If 50, to
be good enough o give us speciiiec information as
to his complaints, and we will undertake (o see
than any wrong done him was rectined

H. S. JULIxR,

Viee President and General Manager American

Eapress ‘Company.
NEW YORK, December 28,

Curioas Discovery by an Earnest Reader.

To ™ EDITOR OF THR SUN - Sir: | am looking
for information as to the reason of your sudden
flop in Presidential candidates and am sure the
motive which caused you to favor Secretary Taft
over Governor Hughes is a good one.  In your edi-

. torials of the past year you so often pralsed Gov-

ernor Hughes and his fitness for higher ofMee In
such a pointed manner as to leave no apparent doubt
as to your probable selection In the way of candl-
dates. Quotations from the Governor's speeches
printed repeatedly at the head of your editorial
page and many of your editorials led me to belleve
Governor Hughes would be your candidate with-
out a question.

Having the lone Republican victory of Gov-
ernor Hughes and the Democratic tendency of to-
day In mind, it Is hardly concelvable how any sane,
posted person could expect Secretary Taft or any
other good man, with the exception of Governor
Hughes. to carry the State of New York. In Gov-
ermor Hughes we have a man who can bring out
the largest vote, not only In this State but i many
other States where the result would otherwise be
in doubt: he has proved that he has no special ln-
terests and all would be served allke; he has done
away with the middieman who deals In spolls;
he is conservative, belng gulded by mature dellb-
eration, and this we need to-day, for hasty action
has caused much of our pres~at day turmoll. There
are many Independents and also Democrats who
would support Governor Hughes, but will not sup-
port any other Republican candidate.

Will you enlighten as to ypur position?

Nuw YORK, December 26, - GARPFIELD CARL.

Either Mr. Car! reads THr 8UN more care-
fully than we do, or he reads some special
edition of it that is not accessible to us.

The Ol Cure for Dyspepsia.

To THE EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sfr: | must answer
“Nervous Dyspeptic's” ery. The remedy It cured
me-—1s Just olive oll, pure and simple, and the purer
the better. Take a tablespoonful after each meal
at first and then two after a while. If one is over
nice about such things a few drops of lemon julce
on top of the oll will overcome that olly taste that
1s 8o distasteful to some people. Once a week, too,
a tab ful of ¢ oll fin capsule form Iif
desirable) will work wonders In the way of soolh-
ing. nourishing and rebuliding overworked, weak -
ened and crumbling nerve tissues. | know whereof
1 spenk bhecause for nine years | suffered torment
and went to many speclalists and even 1o a sanl-
tarlum. The specialists did me no good, while at
the same time they did me good. An old Fremch
lady advised the use of oll, saying that we Americans
used and ate too little fat and therefore became a
nadon of dyspeptios.

Let that be as It may, | followed her advied, and
with amazing results, for [ can now eat, drink and
be merry with the best of them.

Also spend all the time possible outdoors, walk -
Ing, breathing deeply. If a busy business man, try
ten minutes deep breathing before open window
dally. Breathe deeply, eat slowly, and above alk
take ollve oll, and “Nervous Dyspeptic” soon (not
next week) will be a happler man and so much
more content he will not care If he hagn't any hair
on the top of his head In the place where the wool
ought to grow, Orave,

BrooxLYN, December 26,

In This What Would Happea ?
The good vessel Ioeberyg,
The fAnest afloat,
Had Admiral Sawbones
Oommanding the boat.

While these were his duties,
With many a kick

Great Admiral Bowlines
Looked after the sick.

Though all of the pouons
He talthfully tried,

Heneath his attentions
The sick men all died.

But little It mattered--
Just then with a shock

Great Admiral Sawbones

Ran onto a rock,

But in spite of these favorable condi-
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¢ tal ships should

g

1o the way she was com

During the civil war he was
in command of a nondescript, fearful
specimen of converted marine architecture,
& sidewheel ferryboat: the forerunner of
those “converted gunboats” we “fit” on dur-
ing the Spanish war.

lighted fleet and past the startied fagship
with “Preposterous” in enormous letters on
his starboard paddie box. Turning majesti-
oally* he steamed past again, displaying on
his.port box “Outrageous.” And those words
describe most aptly the situation which has
led Admiral Brownson to retire from the
Bureau of Navigation. With all respeot to
Dr. Rixey, | must question most strongly
the correctness of his argument, if he s
auoted correctly in this morning's papers.
He says: “Hospital ships as a rule always
have been commanded by medical officers,
with a salling master and a eivillan crew.”
Army hospital ships, yes, but not naval hos-
pital vessels, - How about the British naval
hoapital ship and the Russian? Nava! hos-
pital ships are new and there ar» not many
precedents outside of our own service, Un-
! [ am mistaken Japan's naval hospital
{raheports o carey wounded to the Tase-
not cruising vessels. :

Dr. Rixey quotes the famoue Relief. Her
:‘oyn or - officer gre-o t-;rn.aly-quma'rm v

- - nt - sailing - master

was one of the Joku%f the Far

ring her progress there. The naval oMoers
wgonhud oecu’on to travel in her ,ﬁ‘n tontily
commanded. eir tales
of her have afforded hilarity to many a ward-
room ess,
It is plausible enongh that the army hospi-
have a doctor eaptain. AN
Rmy vu.ol:ot:n::' mmh;r&t nm‘mrn and crews,
ey are ing wnder immediate au-
thority afloat. Thelr orders proceed from
Washington or some general authority
for a fixed dernite assigned duty.
eir sick and wounded are mere passengers.
Vau coul&not put enlisted seamen and naval
officers aflaat under merchant cers and
crew. In time of stress, wreck or trouble
the senior line officers could not sit quiescent
under a doctor. Army ships are not in con-
cert with other vessels under a flag ofMeer,
who m have a responsible and intelligent
naval officer in control to receive and execute
his orders as to the position and moveinents
of the units of his command. Were naval
hospital ships mere cartel ships, carrying sick
to the pearest hosapital, a doctor might com-
mand, but they are intended to cruise with
the fleet, a component t of the same, under
the same wgeneral conditions as the battle-
ships or eruisers as to coaling, cruising, sig-
;n;h, N:I'.::,lrl:: & "ll.n‘d lu'conn nt touch w &
an y senior present.
e~ ‘thh all due respect to Dr. Stokes, who
as much suited to command as any goct .
imagine the pious joy of "Bob” Evans if he
bad the Relief cavorting merrily Q‘ou-
with his aq ron, in but not of it, with no
responsible line oMicer on her on whom he
could rely, or, fos.contu. pour out the vials
if she chose to cut up didoes.

d

of his wrath
mﬁm here it may be said: “But look at t
colliers. They have no line ofMcers and only

merchant crews. es, but they don’t have
enlisted men aboard, sick or well, and sick
cers aboard of varying degrees rank

“& “'im"-m floating hospitals,
are floating hospitals, says
Dr. ‘TR..; ﬁ'.y are not. They need a
otive and directive power; the hospital
oes not, except ‘.ﬂnmnn or engineer for a
heating plant. They are no more l!o.ﬂrr:f
hospitals than a ﬂoet'n a floating navy yard,
and the discipiine and administration of a
Mv{ yard is as different t{om that of fleet
or ship as a hospital ship is from a hospital.
P Rixey's principal plea seems to be:
‘Because the -nw does these things we
should.” hy? hat precedent is the army
for the navy, any more than the navy is for
the army? Because the navy rows in boats
must the infantry take to the oar and disc
the rifle? And talking about army prece.
dent. there's that case of one Gen. Leonard
Wood, erstwhile doctor. For years thenavy
has gently “rubbed it in” to the army, sayin
such things could never hurpan to the nava
service. Are they so sure to-day’ hen in
this thing to stop? Will Paymaster Small-
stores command the beef boat? It's lucky
A .ma;.umntpd tine and nn’mnn. or old
Chiel ristpin would howl for the repair
ship, and if we ever get that Ordnance Corpa,
Lieutenant-Commander Shrapnel will just
have to the ammunition supply ship.
When that all comen to pass the only rest and
refuge for the r ﬂag'oﬂh‘em that com-
mand such “fleets”™ will the classic shades
of St. Elizabeth’s Asylum for the Insane, over-
looking the Potomac and the White House,
i UXTON DECATU i MARLINSPIKE,
New Youk, December 26,

A Precedent From Swampscott.

To e Eprror oF THE Sux—S8Sir: What's
ali this talk about a doctor not being able
to command a ship? For land sakes' In
the times of the Spanish war did not the
late Col. Armstrong, formeriy an eminent
liveryman in Boston, command a troop of
cavaury while fighting the hated Castilian
down near swnmrcott? { mgu he did.
And didn't he, while leading his warriors
into action down nrr the soldiers’ monu-
ment—the one which has the ace of clubs
on one side, you know-—didn't he, desiring

warriors to cease action, didn’t_he holler

hi
“*’hon' " and didn’t they stop quick? I guess
they did

hat more do you want? If liverymen
make good cavalrymen, aye, ieaders of cav-
alry in action, why shoul ?'i a bacteriologist
command a leship? If you were on a
battleship, for instance, and a germ should
come up and bite you in the lee scuppers
I rather think ?'ou'd wish there wasa @
h.curloloqin n command -'most alwavs,
precty likely, as Aunt Mary would say. What
we nead, though, is to secure a good ento-
mologist to command the White House.
ARNHURST, Del., December 24. H.

“Admiral’”’ Rixey’'s Baptismal Name.

To ™R Eprror or THR SUN-—-Sir: T read your
editorial on the resignation of Rear Admiral Brown-
son with pleasure. Permit me to call your attention
10 an Inconsequential error: The baptismal name
of Surgeon General Rixey Is Presiey, not Preston,

Sr. Joun Arro,
Army and Navy Register,
New Yonx, December 26,

Dangeroas America.

To Tax Forror or THE SUN-—Sir: It seems to
me that our newspapers should devote more attens
tion to the alarming prevalence of erime through-
out this counsry, where self-government controls.
Especially in this city is the condition deplorable.
Every dally paper records murders and robberies.
With very few exceptions It Is unsafe in all streets
after dark. FEven In daytime women are attacked.
beaten and robbed. Is It the result of our seif-
government and our so-called Uberty?

Are conditions here much better than In Russia?
Should not murderers recelve some attention as
well as trusts? What is & Government for If not to
afford protection to life, limb and property?

It strikes me that titls Ia ke home of the assasain
and the thief instead of the free and the brave. Why
not & crusade for the protection of law ablding,
industrious people® J. E. CovLine,
Naw Yomrk, December 27,

The Diabolical Censpiracy Agalnst Wootton.

To T™as EpiTor or THR SuUN—Sir: Your letters
signed C. Wesley Wootton made me laugh.

iiive in Germaatown. There la 20 such man here
aa the alleged C. Wesley Wootton, though there Is
s Wesley Memorial M. E. Charch.

The name sounds smooth and possible, the voeal
result belng & noise similar to the expectoration of
a bit of cheese rind; but, alas, the man Is a myth or
semi-myth, like Major Max, Chimmie Fadden,
Sarsparilla Rellly, Fiddles Finkiesteln and many
another invented or discovered by TR Sux.

Horace Traubel is the only simon pure Whitman
son in this region r

“C. W. W." Is spuply known as the “Mrs, Harrls
of Germantown.” Cm, CmmNeIT,

. PRILADELFNYA, December 26, .

Renaming the Days of the Week.

To ™x EomoR or Tam Sun—Sir: Don's you
think it s abous time t0 get & new set of names for
the days of the week, something equally poetio, but
more In the spirit of modern tmes? [ have not yet
evolved a gamplete list, but suggest the following

Hard Times.
Mys. Knicker—New Year Is coming.
Mrs. Bocker—Well, It is the only gew thing we
can allord,

-~
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“IN GOD WE TRUST»

A Plea for the Restoration of the Metie
on American (olns.

To rag Evivor or Tar Sux—Sir: Permit

to add a few words in reference to the
the motto “In God We Trust”

In the first piace he said:

It Is & magto which It is Indeed well to have tn-
scribed on our great nationsl monuments, in eur
temples of justice, in our legislative halls and In
bulldings such as those at West Polnt and Annap-
olis~in short, wherever it .will tend to srouse and
inapire a lofty emotion in those whe look thereon.
But It geems to me eminently uawise to cheapen
such a motto by use on colns, just as it would
be to cheapen It by use on postage stamps or in
advertisements.

If the motto is Btting and inspires emotion
when plgced in public buildings of a national
and a State character, is it not equally fitting
and does it not inspire the same smotion when
placed on our coins? Our coins are & medium
of exchange inrevery community of the United
States. They represent the fruits of unceas-
ing toil and honest labor; they often bear
witness to our charitable works—in short,
they are so intimately bound up with our
national life that it is highly appropriate that
our faith in God should find expression in the
mofto which custom has so wisely placed
upon our gold and silver coins. Its use on
coins does not cheapen the motto but sol-
emnly testifies through a national instrumen-
tality to the confidence in God of a united
people. As to Mr. Roosevelt's reference to
adveftisements, suffice to say the case is not
analogous.

The President also said:

As regards its use on the colnage, we have actual
experience by which to go. In all my life 1 have
never heard any human belag speak reverently of
this motto on the colns or show any signs of lis
having appeaied to any high emotion. bu' I have
hundreds of tines heard It used as an occaslon of
and incliement to the sneering ridicule which it is
above all things undesirable that so beautiful and
exalted a phrase should excite,

The President then went on to give conerete
examples taken from the period of the free
colnage craze. President Roosevelt has been
unfortunate in his experience. How many of
us have had a similar experience? 1 for one
have never heard the motto on our coinage
ridiculed. There are some people who are
habitually irreverent, but is that any reason
for magnifying their importance into a
class? An irreverent person will sneer at the
first sacred thing he sees or hears, be it a
sermon, & text in a church or a motto on our
coins. The President has fallen into the error
of mistaking the exception for the rule.

As many of the ancient Greek and Roman
coins reflect the customs and faiths of nations
long since extinct, 8o let our coins testify for
all time to a faith and trust in a higher power.

Tet Congress put the motto back!

NEw York, December 26, P.W. S

Oliver Cromwoji’'s Body.
From the Lancet, .

“What became of Cromwell?™ The question is
a vexed one. According to an anclent tradition
Cromwell's body was conveyed away immediajely
after his death, In obedience to his last orders, and
was burted on Naseby Fleld, “where he had ob-
talned the greatest victory and glory.” Accord-
Ing to another account, Mary, Lady Fauconberg,
Cromwell's daughter, was able to convey the body
away from its grave In the Abbey and to have it
burted In ber husband's house of Newburgh In
Yorkshire, where the tomb, an impenetrable marble
one, Is stil] shown. Another corpse was substi-
tuted for Cromwell's In the Abbey, and it was this
nameless corpse which underwent the Indignities
put upon it in January, 1861, when the putative
body was hanged on the gallows at Tybum, to-
gether with Ireton’s and Bradshaw's, while the head
was set up on a pole above Westminster Hall.

This head, still transfixed by a splke which was
let through the cranium by means of a speclally
drilled hole, Is now In the possession of Mr. Horace
Wilkinson of Sevenoaks. It Is the head, curiously
enough, of some one whose body has probably
heen embaimed, for the top of the skull has been
sawn off In order, presumably, to admit of the
removal of the brains. The body to which this
head be'onged was burled under the gallows of
Tyburn, unless, which Is probable, the Faucon
Lergs obtalned the body there and carrled It off,

Death masks of Cromwell might throw some light
on the guestion of the ldentity of the head. One
of these was In the Museum of the Royal College
of Surgeons af England a century ago. It 18 de
scribed by Willlam Clft as "an undoubted cast of
the face of OMver Cromwell.” It was presumably
a death mask. Another such Is, according to
Waylen, In the possession of the Rev. Thomas
Cromwell, rector of Michel Dean, Gloucestershire,
It may be mentioned that the measurements of the
Sevencaks head are sald to correspond with those
of extant !lkenesses and busts of the Protector.

Te Mark Buchanan’s Birthplace.
Chambersburg correspondence Philadelphia Record.

The birthplace of Pennsylvania’'s only President
of the United States, James Buchanan, has been
adequately marked.

President Buchanan was born at Stony Batter,
near the village of Foitz, In Franklln county. Hefore
the present monument was erected there w
nothing about the cabin In which the nn«-n:;
President first saw the light of day to Indicate that
1t had once sheltered the only son of this State who
became the head of the nation.

By the will of President Buchanan's niece, the
late Harrlett Johnston Lane of Washington, D, C,,
a sum of money was sct aslde Lo erect a marker at
her uncle’'s birthplace. The marker Is pyramidal.
It 1s 81 feet high and 38 feet square. The body of
the monument 18 composed of naMve stone set In
cement. The Inscription plate and seat are made
of best hammered American gray granite, The
plate is 8 by 2'4 feet and the Inscription s as fol-
lows:

“This monument marks the birthplace of James
Buchanan, Nfteenth President of the United States.
Born 28d April, 1701,  Died 1st June, 1864."

The monument stands near the cabin in which
President Buchanan was born.

Story of a Famous Lendon Street.
From the Wesiminster Gazette.

Downing street, which it Is proposed to take
legislative steps to “stop up and discontinue as a
thoroughfare,” had a fairly long and Interesting
history before its official record commences,

It owes its name and origin to Sir George Down#'
ing. a political Vicar of Bray, who was one of Crom-
well's favorite chaplalus. and later so Ingratiated
himself with Charles I1. that the King heaped sub-
stantial favors on him, Including the gift of a valua-
ble tract of land on which Downing street arose.
Downing bullt “four plain, square briek mansions”
on it with “back fronts” to St. James's Park, "t
for persons of honour and quality, each having a
pleasant prospect, with a terras walk.” In the
eighteenth century Lhe sireel had degencrated
into shabbiness; most of the dingy bulldings were
used as lodging houses, and at the King street
end was a rather low chop house, The Cat and
Bagpipes, patronized by Boswell, while In one of
the houses Sgnollett struggled 1o sarn a living as &
surgeon. It was only i 1735, when Sir Robers
Walpole moved from St. James's Square o the
famous No, 10, that Downing street first assumed
the official character which has made it the “most
famous street In the world.”

“Silk Hat Better Than Card.
Washi correspond,

When Governor John A, Joh
was In Washington he ran across J. Adam Hede of
the Minnesota delegation wearing a silk hat.

“I'm going to tell onyou, Adam, when I get home,”
sald the Governor, who wore an ordinary business
suit. “It will he a hard blow to your constituents
to hear you are wearing high siik hats and putting
on airs.”

“To tell you the truth, Governor, I have to do it,”
sald Pede. “Down here in Washington you can's
do business without one. 1 tried golag around
these departments in a slouch hat for & long time.
When | entered an ofice | took off my hat and
handed my card o a clerk and got left every time.
Now | hand them this hat and get everything.”

An Oregon Sawing Contest.
From the Fossth Journal.

Miss Julla Chapman won a set of sliver knives,
forks and spoons In a board sawing contest given
In Stelwer Hall Wednesday evening. She went
through her board before any of her competitors

Up to Date Bible History.
From the London (obe.
An old Dutch Bible found in the Humansdorp
district of Cape Colony has a frontisplece <

Cain shootlag Abul with a blunderbuss.
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ANALYSIS OF ARMY BUL,

Found te Contain -Antimeny as D the - .
Buillets Fired at Brownsviile.

lnqmyrlﬁummlnodmdﬁodh-{

used in the composition of the army bullet.
Some months ago Gen. Crozier testified
before the Senate Commistee on Militury
Affairs, which is investigating the shoot=
ir:s up of Brownsville, that army bullets
did not contain any antimony.

At one of the meetings of the

recently a report was presented sho

the results of chemical analyses of two o
the bullets which were dug out of houses
in Browneville after the

} - "f
Shortly after this
to the committee Gen
of chemical ana
to determining whether army bullets
not contain antimony in lpfto of the
that the apecifications for their manufac-
ture did not mention the use of antimony,
As a result of these experiments it wi
shown that army bullets did contain a
a small percentage of antimony, whioch
was used without the knowledge of Gen,
Crozier and the army ordnance experts,
The president of the company which
manufactures the major portion of the
bullets used by the army was in Wuhlnc
ton recently, and it is understood that
explained to Gen, Crozier the reason why
the company used a small percentage of
antimony in apite of the fact that the con-
tract speci jions made no mention of
its use. The specification, he said, did not
pml;libit the use c;f n.m.imony. and &
small pe rcentage o Was necessary to
make the bullets tougher, to give them a
sharper nose and to make them cast better,
The discovery of the presence of a small
l;eronnme of antimony in the army bul-
ts tends to confirm the belief in mi
circles that the were re-
um)'nnible for the Browns-
v .

negro soldiers
shooting up of
TROOPS NOT LIKELY TO STAY.

Nevada's Governor Has Taken No Action
Toward Policing Goldfeld. 1
WasHINGTON, Deo. 27.—8ecretary Root

Last week the President ordered the pres-
ent force at Goldfield withdrawn on Decem-

ber 30,
This action was taken because Gov.
Sparks of Nevada refused to call an extra

session of the ture to f
s e e
Goldfield. Gov. Sparks, influential mine
owners and others ve

troops

Taft and the President to the {
of the likelihood ofuwthmkong:
200

to remain beyond December 30
departure.
he force now in Goldfield com

Sooreu7
orders for the withdrawal of
on Monu;d:&md at the close
ment hese i

y t
countermanded.

WasHINGTON, Dec. 27.—The War Depart-
ment to-day made public the nagmes of
the candidates for appointment; as Second

or Tour yeass.

sixth y.
very good for the last
- Movements of Naval Vessels.
WasninaTON, Dec. 27.—The Anmtroryers

Whipple, Hopkins, Hull, Stewart, Truxton
and Lawrence hvon:ld from Trinidad
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