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Sanity In Respeet of the Currency.

We observe thht thé measure intro-
duced by Senator ALDRICH in respect of
8 special currency reserve has met with
general approval and is assured of an
early passage. There is, of course,
some factional opposition, but it is not
likely to prevail or even to cause ma-
terial delay.

Senator ALDRICH's bill ie a very simple
one and does not aim at anything like
currency feform. It provides that the
Treasury may issue currency up to the
amount of $250,000,000, secured by the
same class of obligations at present
recognized as lawful in the case of sav-
ings banks in this State and in Massa-
chusetts; said issue to be taxable at 6
per ¢ent. The prudential stipulations
and restrictions are adequate and the
whole measure impresses us as wisely
conceived and ably planned.

If we 11ight be permitted to offer a
eriticism, and we do 8o with the utmost
diffidence. it would be that the tax of
& per cent. does not adequately differ-
entiate this reserve from) ordinarily cur-
rent money on which the legal rate
conventionally stands at the same figure.
The rate, we venture to think, ought to be
7 or 8 per.cent. At the latter figure the
possibility of inflation is negligible.

The great probability is that, assum-
ing that the Aldrich bill becomes a law,
this generation will not witness a re-
course to it. The very existence of the
law and the permanent availability of
the sum it provides will operate very
much as the rate of the Bank of England
operates in London. A money panic
will ba impossible, axcept indeed in case
of an overwhelming national calamity,
such as has led in England on occasion
to the suspension of the bank act—a
euphemism for the same thing that we
do here under another name,

We have plenty of money in the coun-
try, ample for all its needs, and there is

no dollar of our currency which cannot |

be exchanged at the holder’s option for
a dollar in gold. The statement implies
that our currency is ideal; and in all
practical senses that is the truth. With
leisure and security we can be trusted
to make it a little more scientific and
technically orthodox; but for the present
it is the part of wisdom to let it alone.

Given this special currency reserve of
$250,000,000, we think we shall get along
very smoothly and perform all our mone-
tary functions in peace. Wa do not be-
lieve that we shall call upon the Treasury
for any of it, even in the annual crop
moving. There is ample money for that
purpose, especially since the wealth of
the country is so muoch better distributed
and is held in such material volume in
the vicinity of productive areas. The
proposition to draw money out at 7 or 8
per cent. to move crops does not par-
ticularly appeal to our intelligence.

Will Senator ALDRICH tolerate one
brief \nterrogation? It is, Why should not
Government deposits in the banks draw
at least a nominal rate of interest? The
Treasurer of the United States has had
for some time over $200,000,000 on de-
posit iy national banks. Why should
he not be empowered to receive, say,
2 per cent. on such balances? We have
the idea that it is unwise to challenge
public opinion respecting the discrep-
ancy between public and private deposi-
tors, particularly at a time when the
ruling rate for money is persistently
high, and, indeed, out of the reach of the
class that is best entitled to its use, to
wit: the mercantile cornmunity. We are
quite aware that the Government has
been deprived of interast upon its bal-
ances heretofore by the influence of the
banks themselves, but the present is a
time for sweet reasonableness, unless it
be that we are incapable of learning the
lesson which our Foosevelt panic should
teach even the most incorrigible.

The Commission Is Pleased With Itself.

The Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion's annual report is an expression of
its conviction that it has made good, that
it has justified the act of those who gave
it power and autHority to render railway
managers more righteous than they are
naturally disposed to be. In its satis-
faction with itself it is generous enough
to admit that there has been a notable
readiness on the part of railway man-
agers to accept the new. law in good
faith. It goes even so far as to admit
that these erstwhile offenders, supposed
to be lawbreakers by nature as well as
by habit, have exhibited “for the most
part a sincere and earnest disposition
tn conform their methods” to the laws
of the land.

But the commission feels that there
are still powers which it does not hold
and which it fain would exercise. For
instance, it can pronounce a traffic rate
excessive and compel its reduction, but
it cannot prevent a railway from in-
ereasing a rate charge. This seems to
have been an oversight, and the com-
mission complains gently of its lack of
power in such cases. After such an
iherease has been eoffected it can, on
u-ﬂlll.t of a shipper and after & full

hearing, declare the rate sxzoessive if it
so finds, and set 1t back to the point of
reasonableness, but it is without power
to forestull the outrage. The report
says:

“ Usnder the operation of the Isterstate Oom-
merce act the right to initiate interstate wates
rests entirely with the raliway, which may, by
giviog thirty days notice, put into effect sy rate
or any reguiation or practice affecting a rate which
it sees At. The cdmmission ls not required to ap-
prove these rates and has no suthority whatever
to condemin them. It can only act upom & rate so
established by the rallway in case & formal ¢om-
plaint Is Aled attacking that rate and after & full
hearing. This is the ecxpress provision of the
statute.”

There is an obvious wrong to the com-
manity in leaving in the hands of rail-
way managers, despite their present
obedience and seeming humility, any
shred of right or power to fix rates, and
they should be promptly stripped of
what still remains to them. If all power
over revenue and expenditure could be
taken from railway officlals and be
placed in the hands of the Interstate
Commeroce Commission a serious dan-
ger which is noted in this report might
be averted. This danger is thus de-
scribed:

" It may conservatively be stated that the in-
adequacy of trapsportation facilitles is littie less
than alarming: that its comtinuation may place
an arbitrary Mimis upon the future productivity of
the land. and that the solution of the diMcult Anan-
cial and physical problems lavolved Is worthy the
most samnest thought and effort of all who belleve
fo the full development of our country and the
largest opportunity for its people.”

This seems to be a matter of far more
serious public concern than any question
of extending the acope of the authority
of this commission, and of much more
importance than the physical valuation
of railways urged in this report. With
an ever impending dangef that their
revenues may be reduced by order of a
political commission, the railways are
likely to find an increasing difficulty in
obtaining the money imperatively needed
for the improvement of their facilities.
This country has never faced a more
serious economic problem than that
which appears in the handling of the
merchandise which must be moved dur-
ing the coming years.

It has not yet been shown that railway
rates are oppressive or that the profits
of railways are unreasonable. Reduc-
tion of rates and of profits does not seem
to be the proper direction from which
to approach the problem of increased
facilities.

let Congress Ascertain the Facts.

it begins to appear that in dealing with |
the Brownson case the President has
excelled all previons achievements in
missing—or deliberately perverting--the
facts of history. His second letter, of
January 4, is a triumph of juggling and
only le s remarkable as an effectual extin-
guisher of all truth really bel.ring on the
controversy.

1ot us pass over with as hnlo nausea
as may be possible the plain intimation |
that Admiral BRowNsSON has been con-
tumacious, actually insubordinate. His
letter of resignation, “inadvertently”
withheld until the President’'s fulmina-
tions could reach and saturate the publio
mind, discloses no faintest hint of revolt |
or disrespect. Finding himself a dis-
cordant note in the Roosevelt-Rixey
symphony, an obstacle to the harmoni-
ous process of naval exaltation, a dis-
covered delinquent who had forfeited |
the confidence of hs chieftainj, he ten-
dered his resignation as the only exbedi- |
ent of deference within his reach. To |
accuse him of “disobedience of orders”
is extravagantly absurd. What order,
we should like to know, could the Presi- |
dent or the Secretary issue in the case
unless it were an order to the effect that
BrowNsoN should change his private
opinions formed on the basis of more
than orty years of faithful service? It
was within the President’'s power to
nullify his resignation. He had exercised
the same power within a week or two
under much more questionable cir-
cumstances. BROWNSON could have re-
mained in charge of the Bureau of
Navigation without incurring the small-
est provocation to a clash. He would
not have been called upon to issue nrders
and thereby lend his countenance to the
proposed absurdity. The law requires
the Secretary of the Navy to assume
responsibility in such matters. BROWN-
80N might easily have held on, enjoved
his comfortable extra pay, and not once
have had to compromise with conscience.
He tendered his resignation, therefore,
in a spirit of the most obvious respect
and courtesy.

As for the President's “arguments” in
support of his most mischievous and un-
fortunate action, they are hardly worthy
of serious notice. As we have already
shown, his statement that “the hospital
ship of the Mississippi [during the civil
war] was under command of a fleet sur-
geon,” is utterly inaccurate. His refer-
ences to “hospital transports and hoepital
boats” not only in 1865, but in 1808, go
wide of the mark since those were mat-
ters of the army and not the navy. He
quotes: “At present two pay officers are
serving in naval hospitals under the com-
mand of medical officers of the navy,”
but he does not tell us where those hos-
pitals are or explain the circumstances
under which—supposing the story to be
true—such conditions have obtained.

Another reference is still more childish:

" On yet another occaslon, but for the vigliance
of the medical officer aboard her, the Solace would
have carried armed men from New York to Cuba.
Her senlor medical oMcer reported tha violation of
peutrality to the Navy Department and the ship
was recalled after passing thrdBugh the Narrows
and the armed men removed.”

The line officer commanding the Sol-
ace was simply obeying orders from
Washington—doing exactly what Mr,
ROOSEVELT so uproariously approves,
The armed men were landed by the same
authority. Perhaps that vigilant medical
officer was unduly exercised. Perhaps,
again, the facts are not as stated, and
in any event they are without present
significance.

Finally, the President is in a great
state of mind over the preservation of
“neutrality ” in the case of hospital ships.
We wonder whether he knows what the
Hague conference ruled in that par-
ticular case. But it were almost sacri-

legicus to suppose that he does know,

relates to the practical execution of tho
President's or Dr. RixeY's order. The
Ilo-pntd ship, now in San Francisco bar-
' bor, is to sail under command of Dr.
STOKES—80 goes the preseut programme.
But how? According to the law, a small
thing maybe under the present dispen-
sation, the ship in question must sail, if
in command of Dr. Sroxes, with a civil-
ian navigator, a civilian crew and 2o
taint of real naval authority anywhere.
Where is the financial backing for this
enterprise? The rumor from Washing-
ton is that there is no money left for
experiment, however attractive. Every
fund at the disposal of the Government
has been looted to the point of last
attenuation. There is a widespread de-
mand for Congressional investigation.
The opportunity is here.

Mr. Ivins at the Head of His Pro-
fession.

The appointment several days ago of
WrriaM A. SUTHERLAND of Rochester
to be counsel to the up-State Public
Service Commission at a salary of $10,000
a year impels the inquiry, “Does the
Inquisition business pay; and, if so,
whom?” The first glimpse the people
of the State had of Mr. SUTHERLAND
was in 1891 as the candidate for Attorney-
General on the Republican ticket headed
by Jacos Sroar Fasserr of Elmira.
SiMoN W. RosENpALE of Albany, Mr.
SUTHERLAND'S Democratic opponent,
won handily by a plurality of 44,980, and
RosweLL P. FLOWER beat Mr. FASSETT
for Governor by 47,837. This was the
campaign which immediately followed
the work of the Fassett Inquisttion Com-
mittee, of which WrLLiaM M. IVINS, now
counsel for the New York city Public
Service Commission, was chiel counsel.

The Fassett Inquisition of 1800 was

expected to furnish the Republicans
with ammunition in the shape of Tam-
many corruption for the State campaign
of 1391. Thesmashing defeat of FASSETT
and SUTHERLAND and the entire Repub-
lican ticket proved the futility of the
experiment.

Mr. W. M. IviNs, however, suffered
no pecuniary loss, although perhaps his
dovelike gentleness and patience were
tried for a time by hope deferred. He
made out his bill neatly and in detail in
the name of the firm of which he was
then a memher for services ss counsel
to the Fassett committee. The bill was
for $22,682.72, but while the services for
which it called for payment were per-
formed in 1880 it was not paid until June
13, 1808. The explanation for the delay
in presenting the bill is that Mr. IvINS
was too experienced a claimant to ask
a Democratic Legislature at Albany to

! pass upon a bill for services performed

in attacking a Democratic community
like New York city. On June 12, 1895,
Mr. FAsSeETT, as chairman of the com-
mittee of five years before, approved
Schedule B, for disbursements, for $2,-
882.72. It was in the name of IViNs &
BoarRpDMAN, and enumerated the inci-
dental disbursements. Here are some
ofsw items which made that total of

Carfare (0 Twenty -third street, 10 cents.
Carfare 1o Houston sireet, 10 cents.
Two coples (‘ty Record, 10 cents.

Coples C'tly Record, 10 cents.

Carfare Ludiow Street Jall, two, 25 cents,

Carfare to Ludlow Street Jall, 10 cents

Newspapers, 15 cenls,

Carfare, Franklin street, 5 cenis

Carfares, 10 cents

Carfare, 25 cents.

Carfare to Clinton place and
30 cents,

Newspapers and postage. 30 cents,

Carfare, 14 cents.

Carfare, 10 cents,

Carfare, 3 cents

Messenger to Court House, 25 cenrs

Messenger to Niuth street. 43 cents.

Dally newspapers, 53 cents,

Two papers, 5 cents,

Four coples Merald, 12 cents.

Newspapers. dally and evening. A2 cents,

Carfare, 10 cents.

Messenger to Mayor GRANT, 30 cents,

Fapressage, 25 cents. »

Exp¥essage to Albany, 25 cents.

Expressage. 35 cents,

Fxpenses office, evening work, 50 cents.

Fxpressage, 35 cenis. -

Stenographer, letter, 23 conta

Expenses, investigation of ¥xcise Roard and
licensed places, $100.

Carfare, Police Headquarters, 20 cents.

Carfare, Pollce Headquarters, 10 cents.

Carfare, Twenty second street station. 10 cents.

Cartare, Court House, 10 gents. :

Carfare, Police Headquarters, 20 cents,

Carfare, 20 cents.

Carfare to Board of Excise, 10 cents.

Coples Herold and carfare, 30 cents,

Stenographer, letter 10 J. CROATE, M cents.

Sienographer, letter and memo.. 15 cents,

Coples World, Tridune, Post, A3 cents.

Carfares, 30 cents,

Carfare, 10 cents.

Carfare, 22 cents,

Carfare, 10 cents,

Carfare, 10 oenis

Carfare, 10 cents.

Telogram to Mayor of Jamestown, I3 cents.

Twine, 25 cents.

Telegram to Mr. Saur, 25 cents.

But why continue to wade through
scores on scores of these personal dis-
bursements, petty in detail, portentous
in the aggregate? The record of Mr,
Ivins's second and bigger bill of $22,-
882.72 is accessible: Chapter 932 of the
Laws of 1805 (the Annual Supply bill),
page No. 788 of the volume of printed
Session Laws, contaifs the following
appropriation:

“ For WiLizam M. IvINg and ALBERT B. BoarD-
MAN, for professional services 10 the Senate Cltles
Commitiee in the Investigation of the government
of citles authorized by resolution of the Senate In
eighteen hundred and ninety, twenty -1wo thousand
siz hundred and eighty two dollars and seventy-
two cenis, In full of all claims against the State of
every kind.”

Mr. FLOWER'S easy victory in 1801 was
followed by the Democratic triumph of
1892, when CLEVELAND carried the State
by 45,518,

Later on, however, Mr. IVINS turns up
again cheerfully on the State payroll.
This time, June 27, 1806, for $4,016.68
as counsel to the Friday Republican
Assernbly committee which investigated
the Brooklyn strike.

Meantime, in 1804, Mr. SUTHERLAND
was appointed counsel to the Lexow In-
quisition, but retired to second place as
associate counsel, JOHN W, GOFF becom-
ing Grand Inquisitor. Was it the honey-

Mayor GRANT'S,

lationa of the contested election cases in
1801-@2, supplemented by the nemination

Court of Appeals, one of the chief actors
in the contested election litigation,
which led to the overwhelming defeat
of the Democratic State ticket in 1884
and the election of WrLLiaym L. STRONG
as Mayor of New York city? Which
were the more potent factors in pro-
ducing those resuits, the aforesaid fu-
ror over the contested election cases or
the Lexowing of the city by Mr. Gorr
immaterially aided by Mr. SUTHERLAND?
Mr. Gorr was elected Recorder of the
city as his personal reward, and when
the Recordership was abolished Mr. Gorr
was elected to the bench of the Supreme
Court in New York county.

Mr. IWNs remained in comparative
retirement as a professional Inquisitor
until 1905, when the Republicans of the
city, being in the last ditch for acandi-
date for Mayor, easily persuaded him
to accept what thirty-one fellow Repub-
licans of his had peremptorily refused.
Mr. IviNs was one of the worst beaten
candidates for Mayor of the city in the
annals of the Republican party. As po-
litical capital, therefore, of what valup
were Mr. IvINs's legal services to the
Fassett committee and to the Brooklyn
strike Assembly committee?

On April 2, 1908, Mr. IVINS was ‘selected
as oounsel to the special committee of
the Board of Aldermen appointed e
investigate the Street Cleaning Depart-
ment, of which Major WoODBURY was
the honored and efficient chief. Three
names were considered ai a meeting held
by the committee at the City Hall. Mr.
IviNs was put forward as a Republican,
PETER R. GARTINS as a Municipal Owner-
ship Leaguer and James W. OSBORNE as
a Democrat.

Ultimately the appointment of Mr.
IviNS was decided on unanimously. One
of the members of the committee said
that Mr. IviNs had promised to serve
without pay if the Corporation Counsel
should refuse to designate him. In-
deed, according to Alderman GRIFEN-
HAGEN, the chairman of the committee,
Mr. IviNs promised to pay the whole
expense of the inquiry out of his own
pocket should the Board of Estimate re-
fuse to make the appropriation. When
Joux J, DELAXY, then Corporation Coun-
se!l, was notified of the selection of Mr.
Iving he immediately designated him as
special counsel to the committee,

In December, 1906, the Aldermen had a
spat over a resolution which the Repub-
lican members sought to put through
allowing to Mr. IviNg a fee of $12,500 as
counsel to the committee which “investi-
gated” Major WoODBURY in the preced-
ing April. The “investigation” was a
fiasco, and Little TiM SvULLIVAN, the
czar of the board, said at the time that
he didn't see where the value of Mr.
IvINS'S services came in. Alderman
DowrLiNGg, who was a member of the
investigating committee, put it more
strongly when he declared:

“The bill is 100 high. We sat for twenty days
listening to a lot of rubbish, but that was about all
that vasdone. [fany ong can gel away with a bill
for $12.800 for uvenl.y days wark, good luck to him.
But | want to remind this commitiee that In the
whole of that Investigation there was nol one bit
of evidence brought out which showed even one
discreditable actlon on the part of Major Woop-
BURY or a single dishonest act shown on the part of
any one from ihe head of the department o the
sweeper In the street, But | suppose this bill will
have to be pald. Mr, IvING Is A nice old gentleman,
| and he bas sent us In a nlce old bill because be is
| a nlee old man.”

A

| The matter was finally made a special
order for the next meeting of the board.

Outside the $12,500 for Mr. IVINS the

investigation cost $18,000
| Finally, on February 19, 1907, the Alder-
| men authorized an issue of $12,500 special
: revenue bonds to pay Mr. IviNs for act-

ing as counsel to the committee of the
board which made the “investigation” of
the Street Cleaning Department. Sev-
eral members objected to the size of
the fee, sayving that the investigation
had amounted to nothing.

Now, with Mr. IVINS as a $15,000 a vear
counsel to the New York city Public
Service Commission, and after six months
of scandal mongering not a practical
step taken to benefit the millions of
transit patrons, and with Mr. SUTHER-
LAND as the $10,000 a year counsel for
the up-State commission, does the busi-
ness or profession of Inquisition seem
likely to pay anybody but the profes-
sional Inquisitors themselves’

The membersof that famous literary body
the Gridiron Club of Washington have the.
keenest sense of the vituperative voltage of
a quart of sawerne into which a quart of
champagne is strennously precipitated

Mr. BRYaN made this admission at Omaha.:

“1 know that some people are giving much
thought to the money question, but that Is not
worrying me much., The people of this country
have made It possible for me Lo acquire an inde
pendent jncome for all Ume 1o come, 30 | have no
worry on that score.”

What worries Mr. BRyan is that some
men are richer than he and have got their
money out of some other business than
lecturing. aithough even this profitable
profession is exploited by selfish “syndi-
cates.” And Mr. BRYan's heart bleeds for
the “common people,” that is, the people
who haven't an independent income. His
lines have fhllen in pleasant places, yet
even al fifty odd thousand a year he doesn’t
put the dollar above the man., His job pays
better and is less confining than the one
which he has sought 8o long. He is better
off apd the country is hétter off. So nobody
can grudge Mr. BrRYAN that fat prosperity
which hisdevotion mruhmny has earned.

\ — e —

A citizen of Washington called the other
day upon Representative WiLLIaMS. GREENE
of Massachusetts, who is one of the most
obliging men in Congress, and asked him
to put a stop to cock crowing early i the
morning, because it murdered sleep. Mr.
GreENE asked his visitor if there was any
law upon the subject. There was, said the
sleepless one, but the courts had declared
it unconstitutional. Mr. GreExe saw his
opportunity and seized it:

“1 replied that he had come 1o the wrapng man
when he came (o ma, as | never entered Into com
petition with the courts. When they decide that
a thing Is unconstitutional, 1 never try to prove
to them that It is not se, | also added that | was
off the committer of the District of Columbla,
which might try to discover A way to beat around
«the Copstitution a Nttle, and so could not help him
much.”

In sheer desperation, but with hope
kindling in his face, the man who could
not sleep after cook crow was last seen
j making & bee line for the White

m«hmnﬂpmi

in 1398 of Isaac H. MayNarp for the |

M”
Max Weyl, &

of his landscapes

Galleries, 308 Fifth avenue, opposite Ti-
fany’'s. This painter is & veteran of sev-
enty years, whose “Indian Sumumer Day”
was recently presented to the National Gal-
lery by a group of art lovers in the capital.
He is a Wurtemburger by birth, in vigor-
ous health, who has resided in America
since 1888 a sympathetic portrayer of
American landscapes, usually in the minor
mood. There is dalicacy in his brush work.
He is fond of autumnal tinted woods, vast
lonely mooriands and the edge of pools.
His “Indian Summer® hangs in the Bauver-
Folsom Gallery—a well lighted room-—and
deserves the praise it has won, “The
Naval Observatory Grounds” is a oanvas
which reveals a deep feeling for tonalities,
and its neighbor across the wall has some
of the silvery quality in its sky not unfike

a Carin. It depicts some marshes near
thc Potomac. “October NDays,” “Forest in
the Sapphire Country, North Carolina,” and
pictures of Cape Cod, Gloucester, Mass.,
are well worth looking at. Mr. Weyl is
& Schwdrmerisch, though never morbid; &
man given to poetio revery and the charm
of fading days and moonlit nights. The
exhibition lasts until January 25.

At the Lotos Club there is an exhibi-
tion by the artist members of the club.
Paul Dougherty, Carroll Beckwith, Rehn,
Dessar, Van Laer, Snell, Charles M.
Dewey, Henry W. Ranger, Carleton Wig-
gite, William H. Howe, Louis , Bruoe
Crane, Irving R. Wiles, Van erck,
Leonard Ochtman, Charles Warren Eaton,
Gifford Beal, W. Gedney Bunce, 0. H.
Bogert and other weall known painters are
to be seen at their best. Henry Wolf, the
wood engraver, has on view several of his
beautiful proofs; “Miss Alexander,” after
Whistler, and half a dozen others.

There is a joint exhibition of paintings,
statuettes and medallions at the galleries
of Fishel, Adler & Schwartz, 313 Fifth ave-
nue, Wetween Thirty-first and Thirty-
second streets, which is to last until January
18. The pictures, among them several por-
traits, are by Eugene Paul Ullman, the
bronzes by Dr. R. Tait McKeonzie. Mr.
Ullman studied under William R. Chase,
and to say that the Chase influence isper-
veptible in his work is but to pay him a
compliment. But he is also Ullman. , The
portrait of Mr. Chase by Mr. Uliman, ao-
quired by the French Government some time
ago, is a happy confluence of a sympathetio
interpreter and a capital subject. We are
sorry that this virile presentment of a virile
artist is not in the present show. Femi-
nine portraits predominate. Ullmanavoids
banal poses. Whether all his sitters would
sacrifice themselves as has Mra. Eugene
Paul Ullman is doubtful. Little of her
face is seen; the foreshortening is cleverly
managed ; the figure is sitting. She is clothed
in an old rose tinted gown, probably of
tulle. A lower limb is crossed but does
not convey the sense of form or resiitance;
in & word the structural quality of the pie-
ture, excepting the lLead and hands, is
least to be extolled. The artist is much
more successful with the “Woman Before
Mirror”—for which effort Mr. Ullman was
elected associate of the Société National
Beaux Arts, Paris, 1903—and “Au Buffet.”
This is & woman seen through the glass
door of a buffet, which she has opened.
It is a technical problem despatched with
ease. “Femnme au Boa” tells us of a deli-
cate discrimination in textures and tonali-
ties. The browns and grays are exoeedingly
grateful to the eye. Note the lace with
old gold tones in the gown of the “Woman
Before Mirror.” A portrait of Madame
Hanako, the Japanese aotress. is in the
key of old Japan. It is very decorative.
More conventional, though the performance
of a virtuoso in the rendering of surfaces,
is the portrait of “Madame C.” The still
life must have pleased the painter’s master.
Ita color scheme is warmer than the gen-
erality of the canvases. Ullman evidently
prefers sombre tones,

“A Woman Sewing” is a genre piece, in
which a woman, en négligé, a lace petticoat,
sits facing the spectator. The soene is a
familiar one from Vermeer to Dewing.
Ullman treats the figure loosely and has
made an interesting picture of a simple
attitude. His handling of the crossed feet
seems clumsy, vet it is lifelike. The land-
scapes “France” and “Holland” are evi-
dences of this painter's versatility. Only
two or three are “important”—the Concar-
neau views and the impressioniatic Gran-
ville view; but they are all brighter tinted
gnd are not “stuffy” as to atmosphere.
Some of his portraits suffer for want of
more air.

The statuettes, bas reliefs, are the work
of Dr. McKenzie, who is, we are informed,
an instructor at the University of Penn-
sylvania. Hemodels with plastic grace and
a rare knowledge of anatomy. A friend of
Rodin, he shows none of Rodin's mdnner-
isms. His modelling in “The Sprinter,”
“The College Athlete,” is articulate, vital,

supple and also academic, and the
is tense in "The Sprinter.” In “The Sug-
gler” Dr. McKenzie set himself a task, but
ho has gvercome ita dificulties with a facile
hand. The snarl into which this man
wwghng with balls has tied himself would

ome, with a lesa erudite sculptor, a
monstrosity. But the , tortured as it
im, is accounted for rationally. The swift-
ness and variety of muscular movement
are capital- We admired the medallion
heads of the late Dr. William H Drum-
mond, the poet of the “Habitant”; of Archi-
bald hmpmnn the poet; of l"orbn Rob-
ertson and Gertrude Elliott in character,
and of Charles Brockden Brown—the latter
a memorial tablet made for the Franklin
Inn Club. Several low reliefs of disc throw-
ers are well realized. Altogether this double
exhibition at Fishel, Adler & Schwartz's
should be visited.

The Right to Resign.

To vae Eprror or Tae Sux- Sir: Ths
following quotation from the “Memoirs” of
Napoleon is interesting as the nmnion of that
great military leader:

“Any (eneral In chief who consents to
carry out a plan which he believes to be bad
and injurious is eriminal. He ought to make
representations, to Insist that the plan be
changed, as & last resort to resign rather
than be the instrument of harm to those
under his charge.” READER.

ANNAPOLIS, Md,

Not to Be Dropped.

Torwe ED1TOR OF TRR KON -—-Sir - Admiral
Brownson's conduct being stigmatized as
“childish, unseemly and Improper,” it is now
ofMcially announced that “the Administration
does not see any necessity for pursuing the
subject further.”

But perhaps the country will,
hoped so. E.T

Negw Yonx, January ®

January 7

It is to be
w.

The Threatened Addition,
New terrors will soon be added
To grossing the ocean blue,
A liner s planned to carry
A iallor and modiste too

Imagine a husband's feelings
When told by his spouse so fair

Just two hours out on the voyage
She hasn't a rag 1o wWear.

Imagine the it of trousers
Achleved on a stormy day

When the good ship rolls and pitches
And appetlie says you nay.

With never a place to dodge In.
Just fancy the greasest (11—

Alope on the vasty ocean,
Aloge with a tallor’s bill

MCLANDSOROR WILSON,

A BROKEN IDOLY
————
Piain Truths About Mr. Recsoveit Teld
by = Friendly Observer.

From the London Morning Post.

Wasnmnoron, Deo. 12.—~It may come as &
shock to & great many of Mr. Booseveit's
admirers in England to be told that for & year
past thero has been & well founded balief that
be regretted extremely his somewhat bhasty
declaration on the night of election that he
would not sgain be a candidate, and that he
has been willing to aocept the nomination if
it should be offered to him. It will perbaps
be a greater shock to them to be toid that
many people were fully convinced that Mr.
Roosevelt was endeavoring to manipulate
publie santiment so as to force his nomina-
tion. In & word, the sincerity of Mr. Roose-
velt's motives was gquestioged, and it is that
which robbed him of much of his influance.
I do oot impugn Mr. Reosevelt's sincerity.
I do not question his motives, nor do [ know
whether publie opinion does him an injustice,
because it is not possible for any man to look
into another man’'s heast. [ merely staty a
Very widespread belief.

Roosevelt, then, was in that polltlﬂ
vnlwn he had solemnly and in the most ex-
plicit. language declared that he could not
under any circumstances again be a candi-
date, and yet he was believed to be anxious
to be the nominee. Although this belief cost
him some support and weakened his influence
it still left him in & commanding position with
Lincoln’s "ecommon people,” who believed in
bhim, who were willing, nay, not only willlng
but burning with impatience, again to follow
him. The “common people” were, the poli-
ticians were not, although few of them had
the ocougage openly to oppose him. Mr.
Roosevéit's strength with the people is not to
be underestimated: until a few rionths ago [
belleve it would be quite correct to say that
no American ever so completaly held the
affections of the peopls as did Mr. Rovsevelt.
But it should be remembered that a great
deal of the clamor, much of the adulation, a
large part of the ever swelling chorus of
praise with which the newspapers have been
filled for the last few years came not from
the common people bhut from the politiclans,
the men who disiked Mr. Roosevelt. The
common people as a rule say little: it Is the
business of the politicians to say much.

“If the politiclans disliked Mr. Roosevelt,
why should they be so lavish in their praise?”
it may properly be asked. Seemingly a
paradox, but quite simple when the facts
are understood. The professional politician
always follows the line of least resistance,
and is careful never needlassly to arouse
popular sentiment against him. It Is not
necessary to explain why Mr. Roosevelt was
popular; it s sufficient now merely to state
the fact. Mr. Roosevelt being popular with
the country, it would be a very foolish poli-
ticlan who would run counter to popular
sentiment. The easiest thing for the poll-
tician was to float with the tide, and when
he got into smooth water to make a great
aplash to attract attention to himself. How
better could he do it than to shout for Roose-
velt? He shouted

The favor of the mob is proverbially fickle.
The mutable many can be easily swayed.
The psychology of popularity no one knows,
but the swiftness with which the crewd
swings from the pole of like to that of dis-
like has been demonstrated time and agaln.
The Americans are a volatile people, and their
heroes of the morning have not infrequently
been their villains of the night. Not one, but
many things combined to sap Mr. Roosevelt's
popularity. The belief that he was fishing
for the nomination was perhaps the greatest,
but there were others. When the first time
the President publicly branded a man a liar
it was hailed by the unthinking as “courage-
ous”™; when he did it the second time its pro-
priety was questioned: when he did it the
third time the judicious grieved; when he
did it for the tenth time people said they
wished the President would exercise greater
restraint. When he first began his crusade
against “the criminal rich” the virtuous
poor prayed that his right arm might be
strengthened, and they were fllled with hope.
The people were with him because they be-
lieved some good would result, but nothing
came but disturbance and distress. The
difference between a rebel and a patriot is
merely the difference between failure and suc-
cess—the hangman orthe founder of adynasty.
Mr. Roosevelt led a révolt against the es-
tablished order, but it was necessary for his
own fame that he should triumph. He has
not. That assertion cannot be denied. The
great wave of moral reform thundered in the
ears of the public and lung itself on the break-
waters of capitalistic greed, which it left
untouched. It spent itself in wrecking some
small craft, but the leviathans against which
its fury was directed were unharmed.

There is no need to guestion Mr. Hoosevelt's
motives; to him may be attributed motives
magnificent in their idealism, Fut the world
cares more for the practical than it does for
the ideal, His idealism has produced noth-
ing: he is one of the unsuccessfi! rebels of
history. Nor wonld it he fair to attribute
to him the sole responsihility for the panic
of a month or two agorand the hard times
that now, unfortunately, seem mminent;
but he cannot escape much of the responsi-
hility, Not with deliberation, we mav bhe

had carefully planned it,
confidence and made ecapital timid. Foreign
investors became frightened. Jlong ago |
pointed out the danger that the President
was inviting, and warned the readers of the
Vorming ! oat to be prepared for what has
happened. [l was folly
put their money into & company that might
he ruined overnight by a monstrous fine
When the Preaident of the Unifed States pro-
claimed the dishonesty of the managers of
great enterprises it was only natural that
Furope should Lelieve him and hasten to Yid
itself of its American investments

With the unthinking the President was
=till extremely popular. with the thinking
there was grave doubt whether his continug-
ance in oMce would not be inimical to the best
interestr of the country. A\ weck ago the
Republican national committee met here,
and that meeting made it obvions that the
managing men of the party were opposed
to Mr. Roosevelt, This fact clearly «estab-
lished, two courses were open to him: he
could appeal from the managers of the party
to the people—onoce more he could raise the
standard of revoit, or he could admit defeat
and abandon the contest. Public opinion be-
lieves that he saw the wisdom of submission
A year ago he might successfully have gone
to the people, but that time is not now. See-
ing the futility of fighting when victory was
impossible, he made the announcement of
last night, eliminating himsell as a future
Presidential possibility.

But now comes a more interesting question,
Does the cause of “reform” thus ingloriously
end? A little more than a year hence. Mr,
Roosevelt will leave the White House, a pri-
vate citizen. Will his successor be a reformer
or a "reactionary,” as the President terms
those men who disagree with him? Wil
thers be nothing to show for seven years of
much bitterness and excitement and many
thousand spoken and written words? Wil
reform be a byword or will it be something
real, although Mr. Roosavelt no longer is its
high priest? [t would be absurd to pose as
a prophet and anticipate the future, because
the future has such a malignantly inconven-
fent way of mocking the prophets by con-
founding their prophecies, especially when
they attempt to solve the riddle of American
politics; but it is not presumptuous to draw
conclusions {ron: past events. It is reason-
ably plain that the pendulum of popular opine
jon that swung very far in one direction dur-
ing the Iast few years & now slowly swinging
* back in ohedisice to the law of sociul equi-
librium. That law no force can oppose. The
people have followed Mr. Roosevelt very far,
aiways hoping to reach the beyond, but as u
leader he has left them omiy floundering in the
morass of discontept and uncertainty.

Mr. Roosevelt is a man of action, but net
of achievement. That in his misforrune. He
has been extremely active: strenuous, the word
he so delights in, expresses his character
admirably: but the strenuous man, the man
who delights in doing things with u great
noise 8o that all the world shall know what
he s doing, does not alwave accomplish the

plishes least. No1iving man can”be correetly
Judged by his conlemporaries, and it is only

sure, but with a result as disastrous as it he |
his ermsade shook |

for Englishmen to |

most: in fact he s thg man who usually accon 3 president nalls ou names If you dov':’

to judge Ms.

of achievement we can

o rest enduring fame.

It will be said thas he has quickened Lhe mory.
of the American people. Adinit-

And when we come te ook at the other thin:«
he has done, we aoe that the sreatest of them
meraly warked & stage iy the evolution of
soclety, but were not a fndlity; or they ware

w:.ﬁlhrmm The
of the ruilroad wate law was pro-

greed—but reflection now coavinees that it
was merely the response of legislation to an

Ignore’ entirely a8 merelv the vagariss of a
too active mind. “Race sulcide” has become
& jeat as feeblo as "d-pllod spalling.” Wad

modifying the

ing sentiment, will not be a8 extreme as Mr.
Roosevelt. A, Mavrics Low.

LOCAL OFPTION.
Equal Rights for City Drys With Rure!
 Abstsiners Demanded

To tee Eptron or Tus Srw—8:
should not the Legislature grant to this aity
local option by alection distriete® More than

total population.

New York city what is enjoyed by the cou
at large. and especially why should the
T.egislature deny to the several larger
what It grants freely to the State in
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THE DOCTOR ON THE BRIDGE.

Propesitions te [justrate the Rule That
Turn About Is Fair Play.

To Tex EDITOR oF THR SUN—Sir: As one good
turn deserves another It would be interesting to
read of a few line ofMoers of the navy assigned and
ordered to the command of maval hospitals on
shore. We should ke to see In the orders of
assignments something ke this: “Ordered to com
mand the United States Naval H tal, Brookiyn,
N. Y., Commander O. B, Gee, U, 3 N, class 187"
It would be rare sport to see how the medical Rear
Admirals would treat the Innuvation upon their
professional territory, their wested righis and
privileges.

There would be a rattling—not of dry bones but of
glass bottles and tin pill boxes—throughout the lan
and on the high seas. It Is quite as ridiculous to
Invest a medical man with a sallor's title as it s
to put him in command of a floating hospital. For
very many years the Government has compelled
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| merchant captalns to carry a medicine chest and

held them responsible for the healthof thelr crews
as well as the sanitary condition of their ships. |
suppose this new brand of medical navigators will
Issue & new compass card with the points of the
compass In Latin,

These medical aspirants for rank, title and com-
mand have acquired fam~ for steering a man to lis
grave on shore. In the name of goodness, wha!
more are they after® Next thing they will want
1s to have the hospital ships manned by ambylance

| surgeons and medical students, for which latter

class appropriations will be asked for the construe-
tion of hospital training ships, [t 1s high time this
race for rank and command was ended and each
carps In the navy bore Its true title, and we could
tell where the ofMcer really belonged by his title
and not rank marks. The whole system is absard
and ridienlous in the extreme. Navvwers,

NEWw YORS. January &,

- /
Logical Extension of a Great llur

To Tas Eoiror oF TEE SuN—Sir: The Pres)-
dent’s idea of having surgeons command hosplial
ships of the navy discloses how careless we have
been In allowing our merchant ships to bo com-
manded by the wrong men.

Careful contemplation will show that every col-
ller under the American flag should Immediately
be put under command of some Orst class coal
dealer, and even the most commeénpiace inteliects
ought to perceive that our fruit vessels must no
jonger be placed under the direction of & master
mariner. Among our East Side pushoart nten are
many Individuals who have a far more comprehen-
sive knowledge of frult than has the average ship
captaln: why not insist that only licensed pushoart
venders be permitted 1o navigate frult vessels?

Shipioads of lumber are dally leaving our ports
In charge of ordinary sapiaine, although there are
innumerable backwoodsmen who understand ail
about trees and who are logically entitled 1o lay
the comrse of such vessels.

The same fault may be found with our raliroads.
Why should ihe Peaunsyivania Ralircad be allowed
o send out a trainioad of gxplosives In charge of
a railroad conductor when an empioyse of & fire-
works company s the man upon whom the duty
naturally devolves® And why does ihe Presidens
not insist upon having every cattle imain In the
country put In charge of some healthy farmband
who Is expert In the art of milking » cow?

MONTCLAIR, N. J., January 7. B

A Corollary.

To yae Eoirox or THE Suw-Sir. The Oreas
One says that & hospital ship ls nothing but & fest-
lag hospital. and therefore should be commanded
by a medical officer. Why not then put an artll-
lery Colonel 1o command of & baittieship. as & bat-
Ueship Is nothing dus a floasing fon?

NEw Yoms, January 8, Quear.

Gold and Siiver.

To Tax Forror or THR SoN-Sir: Wil yeu
kindly lsform me through your columas It the
suggesston of our admizture of gold and siiver, of
proportionate values, as & circulating meédium andg
as an lmprovement ln the theory of bu‘ouu\.m
seems worthy of consideratjon, and why*

This valyabie alloy would be exclusively willzed
as the standard money of the country, .

In propounding this question | reallze | am mal
Ing & new depgyriure from the beaten track..

BROOKLEN, Japuary &, Supsce

Five Fobruary Saturdays.

To e EDITOR OF TRE SUN-Sir: Pive Satur.
days In February occurred in 1812, 1840, l.. and
will occur in 1908, 1008 and 1964, %Y.

BroosLYN, January 7.

Deoa's Give Up the ship.
Lawrence had just cried “Don’t give up the ahin -
“But,” queried an oMeer of the tne. “suppos the

Happily the great Coptaln dled beloie ¢ haa Lo
solve 104 question.




