o
-

3
L
a4

1t

N T

' ~

o=

VOL. LXXV.—NO. 136.

S ——

FORAKER GOES HOME T0 FIGHT !

WILL REMAIN UNTIL AFTER THE
REPUBLICAN PRIMARIES.

Factional Sitaation in Ohle Greatly Mud- ‘
dled-Some Congressmen Fear the |

State Wil Go Demooratio If the Taft
and Foraker Men Do Not Get Together.

WASHINOTON, Jan. 13— r Foraker
will leave Washington for Ohio to-gorrow
to begin in earnest his fight for indorwe-
ment by the Republican party of his State.
He will remain there until after the date
set for the Republican primaries. Whether
the primaries will take place in accordance
with the directions given by the Republican
wtate central committee, which is con-
trolled by the Taft faction, i= problematical,
in view of the opinion of a majority of the
Repuklican national committee’s subcom-
mittes on call that the Congress district
rrimaries orderad will be contrary to the
State primary law.

The Ohio Republican factional situation
« greatly muddied. Friends of Secretary
[aft nvs expressing much concern over the
pravailing conditions  Some of them be-
leve that a great tactical error was made
tv Mr Taft in rebuffing the conciliatory
efforts of Senator W. Murray Crane last
I hase offorts were designed to bring
about a compromise betwaen Mr. Taft and
the Farakar factions. Political leaders who
«'aum to know the whole story of Senator
(1ane 8 attempt are assarting that Presi-
¢ent Roosevelt was responsible for Mr.
Iaft'a refusal to he a party to any plan to

* pril

Fring about harmony among the Ohio
Repuhlicans
Put present conditions do not worry

Ohia Republicans who have the interest
! their party at heart half am much as
1ha progpect for the future. Ohio has stood
s1oadfast in the Rapublican column in na-
tiorel slactions, but grave doubts are en-
tartained among Ohioans hers that this
(onsistent  attitude will be maintained
rn naxt election day. Some of the Ohio
Congrosemen, firm friends of Secretary
Tafr, ara of the opinion that the State
=1l g~ Democratio in November if Taft
and Foraker mansgers do not get to-
gather. Thesa Congressmen say that Mr.
Foraker's many frisnds resent the manner
in which he has been treated by the Roose-
velt Administration and tha leaders of
the Taft boom, and this will resuit in a
great falling off in the Republican vote if
Mr Taft is nominated for the Presidency
gnd the bitter fight to eliminate Mr. Foraker
from politics is eontinued by Mr. Taft's
workers,

The negro vote, it ia pointed out, will
play an important part also in the election.
In Ohio, asin other central Western Siates
where thera ia a large negro population,
much resentmant, is felt by the negro voters
againat President Roosevelt and Secretary
Teft on account of their part in the whole-
tale dismissal of negro soldiers of (he
Fagular army as a reault of the Browns-
ville affray. Among those negroes there is a
corresponding admiration for Senator
Yoraker heeause of his fight to establish
in a legal way whether any of the negro
eoldiers was guilty of shooting up the
Texas town and to restors to the army ali
the innerent men who were “discharged
without homor.” It is claimed by Ohio
politiclans in Washington that if harmony
18 restored in the Republican camp in that
btata Senator Foraker will be able to hold
the negro vote to its usnal allegiance,

It is asserted in well informed quarters
hera that an important feature of the Taft
ante-convention campaign will be an effort
tn bring abont a change of sentiment in
the Republican national committee. The
Taft people concede that the committee
is eontrolled by those who do not favor
Mr, Taft's candidacy. It was the sudden
sppreciation of this fact by President
Ronsevelt that had considerable influence
in his determination to make his second
renunciation of a third term in the hope
that it would strengthen Mr. Taft's chances,
The national” committee has a powerful
influence over the party machinery, and
the candidate who has the friendship of
# majority of its members has a distinct
scdvantage. E

The atory told here is that the Taft man-
agement wishes to get the upper hand in
tha national committee in order that the
rommittee can be depended upon to sus-
tain the Taft delegates elected in the Ohio
dietriet primaries, whoee election will be
«ontested on the ground that it was clearly
illegal, and also 1o permit the seating of
#ix delegates from each of the Territories.
The pational committee reduced the Ter-
ritarial representation to two in each case
where six delegates had been accepted
Leretofore.

The Taft managers contend that they will
Iave all the Territorial delegates except
those from the Distriot of Columbia, and
it is said to be their plan to have each Terri-
torial convention elect six Taft delegates
to the national convention with the object
of having them seated. This would give
Mr. Taft twenty-four additional votes, pro-
vided, of course, that the claims of his
friends as to the Territories are borne out.
t'ontrol of the national commmittee would
be a decided advantage toward making this
yian successful, but if the committee should
continue to be unfriendly an appeal from
ite adverse decision could be taken to the
convention,

This reputed course of the Taft people

& full of danger. Should the convention
refuse to seat Ohio delegates elected by
Congress district primaries and refuse also
1o seat six delegates from each Territory
contesting - delegatioris, presumably anti-
Taft, might Be seated. There is much gos-
*ip among friends of other Republican
candidates about the alleged scheme of
the Taft managers. -

51,000 REWARD FOR MURDERER.

Rody Found on Geerge W. Vanderbiit's
Fstate—Tracked by Bloedhounds.
AsHeviwie, N. C., Jan. 13.—A reward was
to-day offered by Gov. Glenn for the arrest
and conviction of the murderer of William
H. Candler of Union, 8. C., whose body was
found hidden in a mass of leaves on George
\W. Vanderbilt's Biltmore estate only a short
distance from the Vanderbilt residence.
[racks have beemn traced with the aid of

hisodhounds to the front door of the Van-
dm hilt mansion and thence to the Swan-
nansh River

Deerfoot Farm Sausages
Made of the tender meat of Jittle pigs and cholce
splees.  You have pever tasted perfect sausage un-
#es you have tried them, Beware of imita -
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TAFT RESIGNATION AGAIN.

Rumor Renewed With the Additien That
Gov. Magoon Wil Sucoeed Him.

WasniNaTox, Jan 13.—There has been a
revival of the rumor that Secretary Taft
will retire from the Cabinet in order to be
free to devote all his time to the manage-
ment of his campaign for the Presidential
nomination, but in well informed eircles
the disposition is to discredit gossip of this
character. Some of Mr. Taft’s well wishers
contend that e would be in a far less vul-
nerable position if he surrendered his port-
folio, but the greater number of his friends
are of the opinion apparently that his great-
cel asset is his official association with Presi-
dent Rooseveit.

According to the understanding in Wash-
ington the President is extremely anxious
to keep the personnel of his Cabinet intact
until the end of his term, and with this pur-
pose in view would use all his persuasion
to induoe Mr. Taft to remain with the Ad-
ministration. There is a feeling in political
circles, however, that Mr. Taft's position
in the Cabinet will soon become untenable.

Many of those who have his interest at
heart believe that he is storing up troubles
for the future by remaining with the Ad-
ministration. They maintain that through
the continuance of that association he is
burying his own personality and placing
himself in danger of being regarded as a
mere tail to the Roosevelt kite. That Mr,
Taft should be willing to have himself
8o regarded is surprising to some who
think they understand his character.

The Taft resignation rumor has now
taken such definite shape that the name of
Charles E. Magoon, Governor of Cuba, is
mentioned as his supcessor, but nothing
has been disclosed to give ground for put-
ting any faith in the report.

DROWNED BY WAVES AT HAVANA,

Mexican Gunbeoat Disabled In Guif Storm
—Many Ships Missing.
Speciol Cable Despateh to Thr Svx,

HAvANA, Jan. 13.- The bodies of two more
firemen who lost their lives while attempt-
ing to rescue persons in peril from the in-
undation caused by the heayy sea in the
Gulf were found this morning. One fire-
man is still missing. Two children were
drowned yesterday. A milkman, with his
horse and wagon, was washed out to sea at
Vedado yesterday afternoon and lost,

The sea is now going down. The dead
firemen were buried this afternoon. There
was a large funeral procession and the
streets were lined by crowds. The Provin-
cial Governor, the Alcalde and Gov. Ma-
goon's aide attended.

The departure of the steamer Monterey
from Progreso for this port was delaved two
days by thestorm. The steamer Esperanza,
from New York, is expected to arrive to-
night, twelve hours overdue.

Vera Cruz, Mexico, Jan. 13.- The Mexi-
can gunboat Bravo has just been towed
into this port after being badly disabled
by the terrific storm which has prevailed
over the Gulf of Mexico for several days.
The vessel was returning from ports on the
Yucatan coast when the raging sea battered
her, doing much damage in her upper parts
and flooding the hoid.

All the machinery was put out of com-
mission and the vessel seemed on the verge
of sinking for atime. The orew and officers
sscaped to a training ship in lifeboats.

A number of merchant vessels are overdue
at this port and it is feared that they were
lost in the storm.

TO TAX FOREIGN MARRIAGES.

Mr. Sabath Proposes a ¢t harge of 28 Per
Cent. on All Dowries and Settlements.
WassiNaToN, Jan., 13.—Representative

Sabath of Chicago does not believe that

good hard American made dollars should

be expended in the purchase of empty
foreign titles for American heiresses un-
less Uncle Sam also geta his rakeoff. He
has accordingly introduced a bill to impose

a tax of 26 per cent. upon such marriages.

His measure provides thet all gifts, dowries,

settlements or advanoes of money or prop-

erty made in consideration or in contempla-
tion of marriage by any citizen of the United

States to any person other than a citizen

of the United States shail be subject to a

tax of 25 per cent. and paidinto the Treas-

ury.
Under the terms of the bill the Treasury

Department is empowered to formulate

rules and regulations.

TO FIGHT RACETRACK BETTING.

Various Organizations Unite for the Cam-
palgn at Albany.

Representatives of various orgafizations
whose views on the abolition of racetrack
betting agree with the sentiments expressed
in Gov. Hughes's message met yesterday
in the office of the Faderation of Churches
and Christian Organizations of New York
and combined to push the legislation recom-
mended by the Governor.

Senator Agnew, who has introduced an
anti-bookmaking law, was prosent. He
maid that his bill and the one introduced by
Assemblyman \ Hart would be unified.
The conferencd then decided to support
these bills and organize committees to
conduct an effective campaign.

The organizations represented were the
City Club, Brooklyn League, West Side
Civio Association, Flatbush Taxpayers Asso-
ciation, Reform Bureau, State Federation
of Churches and the Federation of Churches
and Christian Organizations of New York.

TO TEST NEW RAILWAY LAW.

Stale of Wisconsin Sues St, Panl o, Under
New Elght Hour Measare.

MILWAUKEE, Jan. 13.—A suit under the
eight hour railway employee law is to be
brought at onoe by District Attorney
McGovern against the Chicago, Milwaukee
and St. Paul Railway Company, the com-
pany having knowingly violated the stat-
ute which went into effect January 1, 4908,

The suit is for the recovery of $5,000,
which if the law is valid will have to be
paid by the defendant company into the
treasury of this county. This is a test action
and the case will be taken through the
courts as rapidly as possible.

Judge Wilfley In Washington.

WasHINGTON, Jan.13. -Judge Lebbeus R.
Wilfley of the United States Extraterritorial
Court at Shanghai, China, arrived in Wash-
ington to-night from St. Louis, where ha
stopped a few days on his way Eastto
visit his brother.
Washington to secure from Congress an
extension of the power of the present court
in Shanghai. He will pmh.gly visit the
State Department to-morrow to p.l{ his
m‘p«:u to Secretary of State Root. Judge
Wilfley would not discuss the charges which
to have been brought against
him further than tosay: “I huve no knowl-

edge of any charges filad against me.”

LAST TO LEAVE. FIRST 10 __qu#:;v:
Morida, OW“S&.:‘ Line . B, “N, V. & Ph:
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| FBASTING OFFICERS AND MEN

BRAZIL'S
TALITY

SPLENPID
TO U. S

Admira! Evans Hindered by Rheuniatism
From Attending President Penna's
OfMcial Reception -Cordial Toasts at
Dinner Given by Ambassador Dudiey.

Special Cable Despatch to TRR SUN,

Rio pe JaNEIRO, Jan 13.—~The entertain~
ments in honor of the visiting American
fleet began to-day and the official pro-
gramme promises to test the endurance of
the officers, as a function of some sort is
provided for every day the fleet remains
here. In addition to these official enter-
tainments there will be others given by
private residents who are aoquainted with
some of the American officers.

This morning Capt. Hugo Osterhaus,
commanding the Connecticut, Rear Admiral
Evans's flagship, went ashore and as the
representative of Admiral Evans paid his
respects to Rear Admiral Alexandrino de
Alencar, Minister of Marine. Admiral Evans
was not in condition to make the call per-
sonally as he is suffering from a slight
attack of rheumatism in his ankle. Prior
to this the usual formal calls were paid
to the commander of the Brazilian fleet in
the béirhor.

Dr. Alfonso A. Moreira Penna, the Presi-
dent of Brazil, gave a largely attended
reception in homor of the Americans at
his residence this afternoon. Irving
B. Dudley, the American Ambassador,
presented the officers to the President.
Those present included a large number
of Government officials, naval and military
officers and the élilke of the city. A fine
band furnished music, which included
the American and Brazilian national hymns.
The acene was a very brilliant one.

Ambassador Dudley gave a dinner at
Petropolis this evening. His guesta in-
cluded Rear Admirals Emory, Thomas lnq
Sperry and the captains of the various
warships. They went across the bhay on
board President Panna’s yacht, and then
took a special train which was awaiting
them. This took them 1o their destination,
which is some twenty miles northeast of
the capital.

Mr. Dudley proposed a toast to President
Roosevelt and President Penna. Rear
Admiral de Alencar responded.

President Panna said that Brazil and the
United States are “brothers of the heart.”

As a matter of courtesy the Brazilian
naval authorities have detailed launches
from their warships to act as guards for
the American vessels. Last night the Bra-
zilian fleet was brilliantly illuminated in
honor of the Americans, and there was a
fine display of fireworka ashore. Until a
late hour the shore front was thronged by
residents, who displayed their cordiality
toward the visitors whenever oceasion
offered.

To-day the enthusiasm continues, and
the bluejackets to whom shore leave waas
granted have had a strenuous day. The
Brazilians are noted for their hospitality,
and in accordance with this disposition
special committees have been appointed
to see that the sailora have a good time
when they come ashore.

Dr. Leopold H. Schwerin, surgeon of
the torpedo boat flotilla, will be tried by
court-martial on the charge of neglect of
duty when the flotilla arrives here from
Pernambuco. He was ordered to attend
a man who was sick on one of the torpedo
boata, but instead of going himself he sent
an apothecary. The sick man died.

WasHiNGTON, Jan. 13.—The torpedo boat
destroyer flotilla left Pernambuco to-day
for Rio de Janeiro, according to a despatch
received at the Navy Department. The
flotilla is three days behind ita original
schedule and it is said to be the intention
of Lieutenant-Commander Hutch 1. Cone,
in command of it, to endeavor to make up
thia loat time on the trip to Rio.

The flotilla is due to arrive thera on
January 15 or soon after. The flotillais com-
posed of the Whipple, flagship; Truxtun,
Lawrence, Hopkins, Hull and Stewart and
is accompanied by the supply ship Arethusa.

POLITICIANS MISS PLUMS.

Gov. Stuart of Pennsylvania Gives 88,000
Jobs to Men Littie Known.

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 13.—Gov. Stuart to-
day shocked the politicians by appointing
as members of the recently authorized
State Railroad Commission three men who
are little known save in their own locali-
tiee, Fach commissioner gets $8000 a
year and expenses and the jobs are es-
teemed the richest plums within the gift
of the State administration. The terms run
for three, four and five years.

The appointees are Judge Nathaniel B.
Ewing of Uniontown, chairman; Charles N,
Mann of Philadelphia, and John Y. Boyd
of Harrisburg. They.are all Republicans.

Judge Ewing is of the United States Dis-
trict Court of the western district of Pennsyl-
vania. Mr. Mann is a son of an old friend
of Gov. Stuart and Mr. Boyd is a retired
business man. He was formerly a member
of Boyd, Stickney & Co., for many years
sales agents for all the Pennsylvania Rail-
road anthracite coal companies.

DIES LEAVING FINE PICTURES.

Camille Groult's Collection Worth 84 000
COO0—Louvre May Get It.
Special Cable Despaltch to THR Sux.

Panris, Jan. 13.—~The death is announced
of M. Camille Groult, a wealthy manufao-
turer of preserved foods. M. Groult formed
a oollection of paintings whioh is valued
at $4,000,000. I is notably strong in works
of Watteau, Fragonard, Reynolds, Gains-
} borough, Lawrence, Turner and Constable.

The collection during M. Groult's life was
guarded, as he himself said, as jealously as
a Turk guards his harem. [t is reported
that the Louvre Museum will inkerit it.

MIDWINTER PUSHCART CROP.

Eighty Pediers Fined 1 Cent Each, Rosey
the Lawyer Paying.

A bunch of eighty pushcart men, the
first to be arrested in some time, were ar-
raigned in Essex Market court yesterday.
Most of the men were mechanics, who fail-
| ing to get work at their trade had taken to
| peddling
| ™agistrate Walsh said that in considera-

tion of the hard times on the East Side
| this winter he would fine them only one
| vont each Rosey the lawyer rpaid the
fines of all

PDEWEY'S CLARETS AND OLD BURGUNDY.
Taken with the meal enriches the blood,
! n.‘1". Dewey & Sons Co., 188 Fulton St New York.
— Ady.

!
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HOSPI-
FLEET,

SIX YEARS OF SILENCE.

Dreadful Penaity of Seltitude for American
Murderers In Mexloo.

Mexico Crry, Jan. 13.—William Mitchell?
Dr. Charles 8. Harle and Leslie E. Hurlbert,
the three Americans whose death sen-
tences for the murder of two other Amer-
icans for their life insurance were recently
commuted to- twenty years imprisonment
by the Governor of the State of Chihuahua,
arrived here to-day under strong guard.
They are being taken to Vera Cruz, where
they will be confined in the fortress of San
Juan de Uloa. :

The dismal cells of this grim old castle
are’ far down in the ground and it is said
that few men live to serve out their sen-
tences when once placed within its walls.
The three convicts are prohibited from ut-
tering a word to any one during their first
six years of imprisonment. This prof
vision of the law applies toall long term
convicts. They will be kept in solitary
confinement during this time.

BITTER STRUGGLE IN PRUSSIA.

Government and Soclalists Threaten —Gen.
eral Strik® for Beriin.
Special Cable Despateh 1o/THR Sux,

BERLIN, Jan. 13.—At to-day’s session of the
Diet, Herr von Betmann-Holweg, Minister of
the Interior, referring to yesterday's Social-
istio demonstration, said the Socialists must
take the consequences of any further dis-
turbances, which would be met with ex-
treme measures.

The prevalent opinion is that the demon-
stration by the Socialiste yesterday, which
was intended as a protest against the Diet's
rejection of universal suffrage, was merely
the beginning of & campaign, which in view
of the Government's demonatration to adopt
blood and iron methods, must if it is carried
on result in serious consequenoces.

The executive committee of the Socialists
has not announced any plans, but according
to unofficial statements by prominent
members of the party arrangements are
being made to inaugurate a general strike
in Berlin and its neighborhood for five
conseoutive days next week. Such a strike
would bring to a standstill the commercial
and industrial life of the capital and the
surrounding towna.

Among the inconveniences that would
be caused would be the cutting off of the
gas and electrie light services. According
to the spokesmen of the Socialists the
strike is designed to impress on the Govern-
ment and the Diet the enormous forces
controlled by the Social Democrats and
tha advisability of conceding their de-
mands. .

EXPRESS COMPANIES ATTACKED.

A Case Involving Their Right to Transact
2 Banking Business.

WasHiNaTon, Jan. 18.-An  important
case, involving the right of express com-
panies to engage in the banking business,
will be heard by the Interstaie Commetoe
Commission at New York on January 20
The cass is the one brought hefore the com-
mission by the American Bankers Associa-
tion against the Adams Express Company
and other similar concerns. It is allegnd
that the express companies, declared to
be common carriers by the Hepburn rdil
road act, issue money orders and transact
other business of a hanking nature in
violation of law. The American Bankers
Association seeks to compel the express
companies to limit their operations to
transportation.

DEPUTY VANDIVER T0O RETIRE

And Be €has. 8. Whitman's Partner and
Counsel to County Medical Soclety.
Deputy Assistant District Attorney Al-

muth C. Vandiver, who was in charge of

the gambling raids made by the District

Attorney’s offioe last summer, has been

appointed counsel for the County Medical

Bociety to succeed Champe 8. Andrewa.

Mr. Vandiver will go out of the Distriot

Attorney's office on February 1 and will

go into partnership with Judge Charles

8. Whitman, whose term of office expired

the first of Jan . A third lawyer ma

be added to theu?ll;{n. = ’

The sensational poolroom raids involv-
ing “Sen. G.” brought Mr. Vandiver into
considerable prominence.

FOR A NEW LIABILITY LAW.

The President Will Ask Congress to Pass
sSuch a Measure.
WasHINGTON, Jan. 13.—The President
will soon send a message to Congress urg-
ing that legislation be enacted to take
the place of the employers liability act,
which was declared by the United States
Supreme Court last week to be invalid,
It is expected that the President will not
indorse the pending Knox bill or any other
particular measure and will leave the
questions of detail to Congress. He will
satisfly himself with making a strong
plea for a law which will meet the objections
raised by the Supreme Court, leaving it to the
lawyers of the House and Senate to deter-
mine what the exact provisions should be.

PRESIDENT MAY REPLY TO COOK.

The Colorado Congressman Severely Criti. |
cised the Administration.

WasniNvaron, Jan. 13.—The President
had a talk to-day with Secretary of the In-
terior Garfleld and Commissioner Ball-
inger of the General Land Office. Mr. Gar-
fleld and Mr. Ballinger went to the White
House by appointment, and although
neither would say what was the subject of
the conference between them and the Presi-
dent it was surmised that Mr, Roosevelt
wished to talk about the open letter sent
to various Government officers vesterday by
Congressman (‘ook of Colorado,

Mr. Cook’s letter declared that the peopls
of Colorado were tired of the “persecution”
inflicted upon them by special ts of the
Department of Justire and Interior
Department in connection with land fraud
investigationa. It is probable that Presi-
dent velt will make a statemeut in
reply to Mr. Cook's letter, but no official
announgement of this has been made.

Federal Courts Here Never So Busy.

For the first time in the history of the
Federal Building all gxcept one of the
United States Judges of this circuit who ara
entitled to hold court im the Séuthern Dis-
trict of New York are sitting in various
cases here. The exception is Judge Martin

of Vermont. The reason for his absonce is
the lack of a room, otherwise a calendar of |
equity causes would have been arranged

for him. The number sitting ia eleven. )
U'nited States Commissioner ghloldn anys |
that never before has such a volume of |

I Lusiness been done hara, |

TO PHILADELPHMIA EVERY HOT'R ‘
on the hour, in two hours, See New Jersey Central
time table. page 9. WHY DONTY YOU "RY l'l‘fi

100 DEAD IN THEATRE FIRE

MOVING PICTURE MACHINE EX-
PLODES, FIRING SCENERY.

lunnludmm\nrew Munut es
—Narrow Stalrway Chekod and Many
Trampled —Most of the Vietims Bumed
te Death—Women and Children Lost.

ReapiNG, Pa,, Jan. 13.—While an enter-
taipment called “The Reformation® was in
progress at Rhoades's Opera House at
Boyertown, a town of 2,500 pecople, in this
county, to-night a moving picture machine
exploded.

This set fire to the scenery and a panic
in the audience followed.

About 350 persons were, present and these
rushed to the stairways, which were soon
Jjammed.

Many were suffocated by the smoke and
fire killed many more, the building being
consumed.

It is estimated that at least 100 are dead
and seventy-five injured. The others
escaped by jumping from windows.

Two carloads of doctors and nurses left
here at 11 o'clock, but the injured will
hardly be brought to Reading before morn-
ing. Boyertown is twenty-one miles from
Reading.

In several instances entire families were
wiped out. Most of the dead were women
and children.

The opera house was a two story build-
ing and many were crushed to death in
the narrow stairway. This was soon filled
with corpsea and those behind were driven
back, to be met by a flerce blaze. The
fire burned rapidly and in ten minutes the
entire building was a mass of flames.

The fire was beyond control from the
moment it started and an appeal was aent
to Reading and Pottstown. The latter
sent a fire engine and doctors and nurses
on a special train, but the service of the
machine were mainly directed to saving
neighboring pfHperty.

Of those who perished in the building
many of the bodies are entirely consumed.

One of the survivora who escaped with a
scorched face said:

“It was as sudden as it was unexpected.
The explosion, the stampede, the panic-
stricken people wedged in the stairway,
the eries of those in the rear, the amoke,
the women and children overcome, the
roaring flames and then scores engulfed
by the seething fire—it seems to me that it
occurred all in a minute.”

Rhodes Opera House, where the fire oc-
curred, was a two story brick building. The
first floor was occupied by a hardware store
and on the second was the entertainment
hall.

Boyertown is in Berks county near the
Mont gomery county line, and is a thriving
agricultural community. It has a number
of lourishing industries.

Another acoount says that at least forty
participants, local talent, wera on the
stage, and these jumped over the footlights
into the andience. A few coolheaded men
tried to preserve order, but it was useless.
Rhodos Opern House was owned by Dr.
Thomas J. B. Rhodes

So panicstricken was the entire popu-
lation of Boyertown that litt'a effort was
made to stop the fire, and it spread from
the Opera House to adjoining buildings.
A hilock of houses is now on fire

READING, Jan. 14, At 1 o'clock this morn-
ing the Nre was still blazing and the num-
ber of dead is estimated at from 100 to 150,

It is known that two daughters of Mil-
ton Kochel of Homestead are among the
dead. The other bodies recovered were as
follows: M. John Becker, wife of Penn-
sylvania Railroad ticket taker at Boyertown,
and two daughters; Dr. Mayer and daughter,
Robert Mabish, daughter of John Weber,
Ruth Fegley, Miss Emma Engel, Mrs. Ira
Shaeber, Mrs. Richard Turner, Mrs. Daniel
Crouse, all of Boyertown; Mre. Johnson
of New Berlinville.

The fire s still burning.

BOSS RUEF WILL GO FREE

In Return for His Testimony Against Al
leged San Francisco Boedlers,

Sax Fraxcisco, Jan, 13.—~To-day's con-
ference between Abe Ruef and Distriot
Attorney Langdon and other lawyers of
the graft prosecution resulted in the com-
plete surrender of Langdon to Ruef's de-
mands. The boss, who has confessed to
receiving thousands of dollars from cor-
porations and private persons in return
for his help in getting franchises and other
favors, is to get an immunity bond, which
will preserve him from all danger of prose-
oution on any of the eleven indictments
that now stand against his name,

After lbg graft cases are over he is to
go free precisely as if he were guiltless.

! Ruef gained this victory because he had

testimony which was vital to prosecu-
tion in pressing suits against big men who
Langdon and Heney say debauched Super-
visors and others by offering big bribes
for franchises. Ruef refused to go on the
stand in the trial of Tirey L. Ford, general
counsel for the United Railroads, and after
two trials Ford was acquitted.

Heney was unable to connect Ford with
the payment of $30,000 to Supervisors.
Now with Ruefl's testimony Heney and
Langdon declare that they are aasured
of proving..bﬂbo giving by all the men
who have n lnacud“

Boy AFLOAT.ONWA.V ICE CAKE.

Was About te Ge Over a Dam When Men
in Beat Rescued Him.,

MorrisTowN, N. J., Jan. 13.—Harold
Pruden, the fourteen-year-old son of Oscar
C. Pruden of Grant street, narrowly escaped
drowning this afternoon. With other boys
he was playing on the ice which had formed
about the edge of Pocahontas Pond when
without warning a piece on which the boy
was standing broke off from the mass and
floated away.

It was barely large enough to support
the lad's weight and threatened to dis-
integrate any moment. The boy criéd for
help and his companions ranfor aid. Patrol-
men Callahan and V went to the
lake and after chopp'i.n‘f a boat out of the
ice rowed out to the jus  as the cake of
ioce was about to go over the dam.

The boy was afloat more than an hour,
and the news of his plicht spreading through
the town several hundred people lined 'ga
banks of the lake by the time he was rescued.

*alled From Capes Town in 38 lny!:

The Pritiah ship Glendoon, Capt Robin- |

son, arrived last night from Cape Town.
‘I e Glendoon left this port on Reptember
13, went to Cape fown, od her

cargo and returned, all in 122 du‘y' She
mm‘o the passage from Cape Town in thirty-
six days

HAAN'S Kestaurant, Park' Hew
loug famwus for culuine and service.
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MAN CORE OF HUGE. SNOWBALL.

Alpine Hanter Started Avalanche by Sheot-
ing st a Chamols, ‘
+ Special Cabdle Despaioh (o TS Suw.

VIENNA, Jan. 13.~The Deutoches Volke-
blat¢ records that a sportsman who was
hunting chamois near Uttendorf loosened
the snow on which he was standing by dis-
charging his rifle. Onoe started the move-
ment became an avalanche.

The hunter was threwn down the side of
the mountain, rolling rapidly toward the
valley. As he went over and over snow
collected around him until he became the
centre of an immense snowball, which ever
increased in size until it stopped in the
valley.

The man was then so tightly packedin it
that it was impossible to extricate him alive.
His body was with difficulty hewn out of the
hardened mass.

PLAYS AT J. J. ASTOR'S.

Arneid Daly and His Company Perform for
800 Guests.

Mr. and Mrs. John Jacob Astor gave
last night at their home, 840 Fifth avenue,
a theatrical entertainment to about 300
guests. The theatricals were preceded
by a dinner at whi fifty persons were
present.

It was the first time in three seasons
that the Astor ballroom, which covers
the rear of the residences of Mr. and Mrs,
John Jacob Astor and Mrs. Astor’'s mother,
has been opened. Mrs. John Jacob Astor
has been in mourning for two seasons,
and since the death of her father, Edward
8. Willing, has done little entertaining.

The theatrical part of last night's enter-
tainment was furnished by Arnold Daly
and his company. Two one act plays
were given, “The Van Dyke” and “The
Shirkers,” both of which were presented
earlier in the season at the Berkeley Theatre.

STOP IF YOU RUN A MAN DOWN.

Assembly man McGrath Has a Bl to Regu-
late Aute Aceldents.

ALBANY, Jan. 13.—Assemblyman MoGrath
to-night introduced a bill which is intended
to prevent automobilists running down
persons and then getting away. His bill
provides that should an automobile run
down any person and injure him the person
operating the car must stop and give his
true name and address, as well as the names
and addresses of the owners of the car,
to the injured or the first policeman
or peace officer who arrives. :Failure to
do so will constitute a misdemeanor.

SHOW ARSENAL TO JAPANESE.

Capt. Koneo Inspects Gevernment's Plant
at Springfieid, Mass.

SPRINGFIELD, Mass., Jan. 13.--That the
differences between Japan and the United
States are not oonsidered serious by the
War Department was made apparent
to-day when Capt. Koneo, a Japaness
military expert, came to this city to study
the manufacture of rifies. Capt. Konwo
had a permit from the War Department,
granted at the request of the Japaness
Minister.

Capt. Koneo visited several departments
to-day and the details of the new United
States magazine rifle and the advantages
of the pointed bullet were explained to
him. He also visited the arsenal where
thousands of rifles are stored for emergenay.

CHAPLAIN WHO COULDN'T RIDE.,

—

Major Plerce Was Unable to Take Horse.
manship Test -To Be Retired.

WasnminaroNn, Jan. 13.-~Major Charles
C. Pierce, chaplain, U. 8. A, willsoon be
placed on the retired list for inability to
take the horsemanship test. Major Pierce
suffers from a chronio trouble which pre-
vents him from taking part in any violent
exercise. He was ordered before the Davis
retiring hoard and was recommended for
retirement. The action of the retiring
board has been approved by Secretary
Taft and by President Roosevelt.

Major Pierce is a native of New Jersay
and was born in February, 1858, He entered
the army in 1882 as a chaplain of the Ninth
Cavalry. Later he was transferred to the
Artillery Corps, and in June, 1908, to the
Corps of Engineers. He became a Major
in June, 1904. He is a graduate of the New
Jersey State Normal School, the Wesleyan
University and several technological
schools.

JIMMY MARCH A DEMOCRAT!

They Wake and Call J. Brice Gordon Rines
hart Early te Tell Him.

Somebody knocked on the door of J.
Brice Gordon Rinehart's room in the Capital
Hotel, Bowery and Houston street, yester-
day morning before Mr. Rinehart was up
and said that the name of James E.. March
was in the enrolment list of Democrats
recently printed in the Cily Record.

Late yesterday afternoon Mr. Rinehart
said he was positive that this is the same
James E. March who beat him out by about
a thousand votes for Republican leader of
the Third Assembly district last fall.

“I've always known that Jimmy March
was & Democrat, but I didn’t think he bad
the nerve to have his name printed as one
in the City Record,” said Mr. Rinehart late
last night.

The Secretary Will Attend Dinner of the
Bar Association on Feb. 29.

Secretary of War Williami H. Taft ia to
be a guest of honor at the banquet of the
Brooklyn Bar Association at the Union
League Club on February 20. Edward L.
Collier, chairman of the committee of
arrangements, announced yesterday that
he had received a positive acceptance of
the invitatign forwarded to BSecretary
Taft.

Among the other speakers at the banquet
will be ex-Gov. Frank Black.

STARVING IN ALBERTA.

Men Whe Quit Work on the Grand Trunk

Line idle in Emigration Hall, Edmenten.

EpMmoNTeN, Alberta, Jan. 13.—Between
twenty and twenty-filve men have been
lying in a starving condition in the emigra-
tion hall in this city for the last two weeks,
The men have been working for the Grand
Trunk Pacifio east of Edmonton, but lefc
its employ on account of the wages being
reduced and the price of board increased.

They came to Edmonton two or three
weeks ago. They are all Eoglishmen and
able bodied and the matter will be brought
before the Government.
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THAW A MADMAN

S HIS DEFENCE

Littleton Says 1the Family
History Will Be Lald
Bars.

PROSECUTION'S CASE SHORT

Strong Testimony Given by L
Clinch Smith, White's
Brother-in-Law.

L]

His Talks With Thaw on Night' of Kiiting
Bear Out Contedition That It Was &
Deliberate Act-Littieton Sarprised
When Jerome Rested Burden of Hig
Speech Was That Thaw Had Insane
Relatives, Was Born Weak Minded, Was
Iinsane Several Times and Ones Ate
tempted Sulckle -Wonlkin't Say How
He Expects to Keep Thaw Sut of Mad.
house -Thaw Appeary Nervous and
His Family Downeast ther Reeltal.

The prediction that nothing in the life of
Harry K. Thaw or his family would bs
spared to save him from coaviction of
murder for killing Stanford White was eon«
firmed yeaterday when Martin W. Littleton
outlined the defence. Thaw was a madman,
bereft of all reason when he killed White,
is in substance what Mr. Littleton says he
will prove.

To back up this defence Mr. Littleton will
produce evidence to show that on the pater-
nal and maternal side Thaw had relatives
who were insane, at least one of them
dying in an asylum; that Thaw was born
weakminded; that on several ogoasions he
was insane at least temporarily, and that

onoe, while suffering from melancholia, he - >

tried to kill himself.

Briefly that was the reply of Mr. Littipton
to the case of the prosecution, which was
presented in four hours. Only four wit-
nessea were called to show, as Assistant Dis-
triot Attorney CGarvan announced in the
opening of the people’'s case, that Thaw
committed a deliberate, premeditated and
cowardly murder.

‘The chief witness presented by the prose-
cution was James Clinch Smith, White's
brother-in-law, who did appear on the
direct case at the last t .Hl- story in
the main did not deviate in any vital poins
from the story he told before, exoept thas
Mr. Littleton put him through a much
longer cross-examination than Mr. Delmas
did. Butitdid not shake his story. Tosoms
it seemed that the more Mr. [Littleton
questioned him the more stropgly his story
bore out the contention of the prosecution
that every act of Thaw's on the roof garden
the night he killed White was that of a man
rational and premeditating murder. ¥

Mr. Smith deacribed how Thaw cams up
and spoke to him, how they chatted about
Wall Street, ocean liners, girls, one a “buxom
brunette” mentioned by Thaw, for about
half an hour. He gave a picture of Thaw
wandering around the roof garden, with
his eye fixed on one spot. Every movement
Thaw made Mr. Smith watched until finally
Thaw fired the three shots that killed the
architect. And from what he observed thas
night and the conclusions he made from
it Mr. Smith said he knew that Thaw was
watching his brother-in-law, although he
didn't know who had been killed until an
hour or more after he left the Garden.

LITTLETON SURPRIS®D.

It was a surprise to Mr. Littleton to have
to make his opening address to the jury
yesterday afternoon. He had expected
that District Attorney Jerome would take
up all the day with his case, but after one
witness had been examined after Mr. Smith
Mr. Jerome said:

“The people reat.”

Mr. Littleton got a respite of fifteen
minutes to get ready and then he dug desp
into the history of Thaw and his family,
saying it wasn't a pleasant task to pull
aside the curtain that shut out that family
history. He named relatives of Thaw
who were insane or who had a mental weak-
nesa of one kind or another

There was surely a taint in the Thaw
family, and Thaw couldn’t escape it. The
fever that burned in his blood when he
was born would burn until he died was
the way Mr. Littleton expressed it. He
was an erratic ohild, subject to convulsions
and St. Vitus dance. When he waa 8 years
old he couldn't talk, at least ha couldn's
talk a language that a school teacher could
understand. He went to schools and was
wild eyed and erratio.

“He oscillated between brilliancy and
madness since he was a boy,” was Mr
Littleton's description.

Witnesses would be brought from Lendon,
Paris and Monte Carlo to show that Thaw
was insane, Mr. Littleton said. This coun-
try had been combed for witnesses to bear
out the defence, and after hearing Mr.
Littleton name the measures that have
been taken to build up the defence no one
will doubt that a good sized fortune has
been disposdd of to save Thaw.

HOW KEEP THAW OUT OF MADHOUSE?

Mr. Littleton's presentation of what he
says he will prove was commented upon
favorably, if there was quite a bit of
what seemed to be unnecessary oratory
thrown in It took him an hour and a half,
and when he got through he was asked how
he expected to keep Thaw out of a madhouss
if he produced all the evidence he said he
would.

“We'll croas that bridge when we come
to it,” he said. .

Mr. Littleton said in his speech that he
hoped that Mra. Mary Copley Thaw, Thaw's
mother, would be able to ba a witness.
She was very sick with rheumatism and
heart trouble, but she was improving and
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