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Turn On the Light!

Our praiseworthy Baltimore namesake
and other organs of accurate information
kave announced the vanguard of the big
dlick and the square deal-a la ROOSE-
VELT ~in respect of certain naval officers
who, according to the gossip of the ante-
¢hamber, have been talking too much.
It is proposed. indeed, if the henchmen
and the courtiers shall by any chance
know what thev are talking about, that
no less important personsg than Admirals
MeCanna, GoonricH and MELVILLE are
th be called 10 account because of their
*recent ountspoken utterances” in connec-
tion with the Navy Department. There
i also a grisly whisper to the effect
that one of President ROOSEVELT'S very
latest favorites mav be sucked into the
maelstrom of Executive indignation
“ It has already been made plain to us
Rowever, in the casa of Admiral BROWN- |
goN, that the favor of the White House
?A mighty delicate and perishable ar-
ticle. We need thepefore squander no
emotion on that prospect. But it seems

portune to venture the remark that

e American people will be vastly bene-

ted as the result of any arrangement
that presents them with the honest, un-
diluted and untrammelled views of naval

ficers so experienced, so intelligent and
thoroughly equipped for verdiot as |
Carra, GoopricH and MELVILLE. It |
fould be an inestimable privilege to hear
exactly what they +hink as regards the
bureau system of the navy, with its

%icts of purpose and authority, the

oralizing struggle between line and
, the whole record of futile and stupid
gross purposes, and the extent and char-
r of the nation's martyrdom to these
x':orrem circumstances. They could tell
us a great deal that we ought to know and
bhave a right to know, The question of
supreme importance is whether they will
get the opvortunity and will besufficiently

tion. Freemen are scarce and growing
secarcer in the public service nowadays.
Both in the military and the civil branches
it has come to pass that “ Hail to the Chief!”
is the only song the official of any class can
sing with safelry.
* Senator HALE would add greatly to his
mecord of useful and important achieve-
ment were he to summon the three Ad-
mirals in question and enable them to
speak freely for the benefit of the coun-
wy at large. A naval court of inquiry
would for obvious reasons fail to satisfy
the public mind. Wa need an open tri-
| and an unrestricted chronicle of its
proceedings. We want to know the facts
and to enjoy the incidental assurance that
those who impart them for our information
will go unscathed personally, financially
gnd otherwise. Moreover, McUALLA,
GoopRICH and MELVILLE are not the
only founts of knowledge and disclosure
at our disposal. There are others, and
many of them,

v Delighted.

A delegation of beet growers and sugar
producers from Michigan who called
gon Secretary TAvr in Washington the

her day are said to have been delighted
when he.4old them that if the United
Btates were to lower by degrees the
duty on Philippine sugar to the amount
of 300,000 tons annually until at last it
should be allowed to come in free, “the
dbject he desired would be accom-
plished.” Wheh the people from Michi- |

n, headed by Mr. FRED WARREN, the

redited representative of the sugar
interests in that State, left the presence
of the Secretary it was noised abroad
that the objections of the domestic
sugar industry to the candidacy of
Winiam H. TArr had been removed,
and that Colorado, Utah and other inter-
mountain States besides Michigan would
fall into line for him. The members of
the Michigan delegation must have been
surprised as well as delighted if they had
normal memories.

In the spring of 1008 Mr. TAFT was for
free trade with the Philippines absolutely.
In a lecture at Yale in the William Edge
course he said on April 30:

“One must feed a son's belly before he develops
Bis mind or gives him political rights. The pendu
lum must swing In favor of the Islands and pros
perily must come, It wiil be greatly alded If free
trade Detween the United States and the lslands
#should be established. Whether this will happen
fo the present Congress | do not Lunow. That Iy
will come uitimately I am confident. That It ought |
$0 come at once | am sure,”

Addressing, on the same subject, the

Natidbnal Association of Manufacturers
in this city on May 18, 1908, Mr. TaFT,
after explaining that 2,700,000 tons of |
dugar were consumed in the United States
#very year, of which amount 1,800,000 tons
Wwere imported, said, in advocacy of the
Mppine tariff bill:
% “The objection Is ralsed that the Philippines
would soon produce the whole 1,800,000 tons, but
fhe Phllippine production would have to Increase
#l2teen times the preseat output befors shat could,
Bsppea. Gentlemen, that is a dream so far ahead
Wought to be disregarded altogether.”

+ In his keynote speech in the district of
Répresentative CHARLES E. LITTLEFIELD
Maine Mr. Tarr said on September 5,
after the same argument

for the relief g! the Philippine producers,

ki b Nl T .

that there was “ne more important piece
of legislation” than the proposed tariff
bill. Up to that time and until some
months later WiLLiax H. Tarr was not
a candidate for President. At Wash-
ington on October 18, 19068, he declared:
“I am not going to be the next President.
You can feel very sure of that.” It was
not until December 29, 1906, that Mr. TA¥T,
in a statement given out at Washington,
acknowledged that he was a receptive
candidate. His boom was launched with
his sanction at Trenton on April 26, 1807,
by Representative THEoDORE E. BURTON
at a dinner of the Republican Club. In
his elaborate Columbus speech officially
opening his campaign on August 19, 1907,
Mr. TaFr had nothing to say about the
relief of the Filipinos. It was one of the
topics which, as he said, he passed over
“for lack of time.”

Thus by slow, sure and timely degrees
Mr. Tarr's ardor for free trade in sugar,
#s well as in other products, for the
wistful wards of the mation has cooled.
Formerly a champion of no duties at all,
of free trade with theislands at once, now
he delights the beet sugar men at home
with a proposal of limited imports of
Philippine sugar at reduced and gradu-
ally decreasing duties, to be taken off
entirely in the nebulous future!

Our Bill Against Caba.

According to Governor MAGOON'S re-
port “the direct cost to the national
treasury of Cuba of the revolution of
August, 1908, calculated to October 31,
1907," has been $8634,116.64. Figures
compiled by the Bureau of Insular Af-
fairs show “extraordinary expenditures
on account of the army of pacification in
Cuba from October 1, 1908, to June 30,
1907,” amounting to $3,376,735.13. If to
the $12,000,000 shown by these accounts
there be added the sums paid and the
expenses incurred since the statement

{ was made up, and the payments which

will be made before the account is fully
and finally settled, it is evident that the
cost of Cuba's little disturbance, in money
actually paid, will be not far short of
$15,000,000

Notwithstanding the recent edict from
the White House fixing February 1, 1909,
as the limit of the term of American oc-
cupation, it is not at all certain that the
date thus set will see the last of the Amer-
ican army en route for home. The
months intervening between the closing
of the above mentioned account and the
final military evacuation will probably
add a million dollars to our claim against
Cuba. If it costs as much to get the
trpops back to their garrisons as it cost

| to get them to their posts in the island

the account will be materially increased.
In the report of the Quartermaster's De-
partment the charge for army transpor-
tation to and in Cuba appears as $2,013,-
283. In other words, the claim of the
United States against Cuba for expendi-
tures on aceount of the army of pacifica-
tion and occupation will probably exceed
$6.000,000. The account has been care-
fully kept. Cuba is not charged with
the pay of the troops, but only with the
increase of pay allowed to troops on for-
cign service. About 75 per cent. of the
account is represented by the item of
transportation.

There i8 na question that Cuba should
pay all the costs of the revolutionary
ebullition of 1908. A deficiency hill ap-
proved March 4, 1807, provides that:

* The President 18 bereby anthorized to receive
from the treasury of the Cuban Republic and pay
fno the Treasury of the United States from time
to time such amounts to reimburse the l'nited
States for the expenditures from the United States
Treasury made necessary on account of the present
Intervention as he may consider the Cuban treasury
then able to pay without serious embarrassment.”

This appears to be rather permissive
than mandatory. It might not be amiss
to change the nature of the legislation.
There is no sound reason for compelling
the American people to pay several mil-
lions of dollars to enable one set of Cuban
politicians to oust another set from
salary paying offices. IftheCuban peo-
ple can be convinced by practical illus-
tration that political revolutions are an
expensive amusement they may be re-
luctant to engage in or to tolerate them.
There is certainly no reason for saddling
this bill on the people of the United
States. Cuba now rejoices in an over-
flowing treasury. It might be well to
ask for a little payment on account.

Lord Curzon and the House of Lords.

The election of Lord CurzoN to fill a
vacancy in the number of seats allotted
in the House of Lords to the Irish peer-
age directs attention to some curious
anomalies in the parliamentary system
of tha United Kingdom.

Of the 817 mambers of the House of
Lords all but 44 have seats as belong-
ing to one or the other of three classes,
namely, peers of England, peers of
Great Britain and peers of the United
Kingdom. Of the 44 exceptions 18 rep-
resent the Scottish peerage, by which
they: are elected for each Parliament,
The remaining 28 are chosen by the Irish
peerage for life. Not only has the Irish
peerage a larger number of representa-
tives in the upper house than the Scot-
tish peerage, but in another particular
it has a great advantage. A Scotch peer
cannot become a member of the House
of Commons, whereas an Irish peer may.
Lord PALMERSTON, who was an Irish Vis-

| eount, remained in the House of Com-

mons up to the time of his death,
Mindful of the last named privilege Mr.
GEORGE NATHANIEL CURZON, who as the
eldest son of Lord SCARSDALE would in
the natural course of events inherit a
seat in the House of Lords, expressed a
preference for an Irish peerage instead
of the English one which was offered him
at the time of his appointment as Vice-
roy of India. His purpose, as he frankly
said, was to resume an active political
life in the House of Commons on his re-
turn from Calcutta. Owing to ill health,
however, he has found himself unable to
do so, and would like, therefore, to sit
in the House of Lords with other Viee-
roys of India. To bring this about all
that was needful was to make him a

peer of England, or of Great Britain, or |

of the United Kingdom. Under ordi-
nary circumstances this would have been
done as a matter of courseby Mr. A. J,
BALFOUR, who was Prime Minister at
the time when Lord CURZON resigned the
Viceroyalty. Lof’ CURZON'S case, how-

controversy with Lord KiTcHENER, the
Commander in Chief ol the Anglo-Indian
army, the latter had been supported by
Premier BALFOUR.

So it came to pass ihat the usual offer
of a seat in the upper house was not
made by Mr. Baurovr, and when his
successor, Sir HENRY CAMPBELL-BAN-
NERMAN, was requested to make good
the omission he declined on the ground
that the Unionists already possessed too
much preponderance in the hereditary
chanber. 1t looked then as if Lord
CurzoN might be shut out of publio life
].duriug the lifetime of his father, but on
| the recent death of one of the twenty-
eight representatives of the Irish peer-
age the Duke of ABERCORN and the Mar-
quis of LONDONDERRY addressed a cir-
cular letter to their fellow peers of
Ireland strongly urging them to choose
Lord Cugzox to fill the vacancy. There
was some opposition, based upon the
ground that Lord CuURzZoN owns no land
in Ireland, has never resided there and
possesses no first hand knowledge of the
country's needs. The Duke of ABER-
CcORN and Lord LONDONDERRY in their
address to the Irish peers, and Lord
C'URZON in a letter accepting the nomina-
tion, acknowledged that the objection
was well founded. Against it could be
set, however, the value of Lord CURZON'S
experience and judgment concerning
questions relating to Britain's Indian
empire. It was doubtless this consid-
eration that turned the scale in his favor
when on Monday, January 20, the Irish
peers chose him to fill the vacancy in
their representation.

There is some doubt concerning the
line that Lord CurzoN will take in affairs
unconnected with India. He is known,
indeed, to be a Unionist in the specific
sense of the word, that is to say, a strong
believer in the legislative union of Great
Britain and Ireland. Aside from that
fundamental position, nevertheless, it
remains to be seen how far he will go in
concessions to the Irish people as regards
the establishment of the Catholic (teach-
ing) University in Dublin and the ex-
propriation of landlords in the congested
districts, It is also as yet undetermined
whether Lord CurzoN will adhere un-
swervingly to free trade and to that
extent will cooperate with the Duke of
DEVONSHIRE, or whether he will support
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN'S project of tariff re-
form, ostensibly intended to give a pref-
erence to British colonies in the markets
of the mother country. Mr. BALFOUR,
who for a time wavered, has now gone
over to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN, and is to that
extent disqualified to head a political
campaign, for the last general election
showed that on the naked issue of Pro-
tection vs. Free Trade the Protectionists
cannot hope to win in Great Britain.

Whatever course Lord CURzoN may
decide ultimately to follow in these mat-
ters, it i8 plain enough that Lord Lans-
DOWNK'S claim to lead the Unionist party
in the upper house will be challenged.

The Water Board.

Mayor McCLELLAN has been convinced
by the Counsel to the Corporation that
the action of the Board of Water Supply
in not letting the Ashokan dam contract
to the lowest bidder does not constitute
ground for the removal of the Commis-
sioners, and the end of the incident ap-
pears in sight. Its net result seems
likely to be to make sensitive men more
disinclined than ever to enter the public
service,

In rejecting the lowest bid the Com-
missionets acted within their rights
under the law and in obedience to the
recommendations of the persons whose
judgment they would naturally respect,
the engineers in their employ. Their
treatment has been such as would be ad«
ministered to law defying corruption-
ists, although no hint of wrongdoing has
been made against them. It has been
evident from the beginning that reck-
lessness in the spending of money was
the most serious fault alleged by their
prosecutors, and there has been a gen-
eral neglect to consider the exceptional
demands of the work they were to do.

That much of the public criticism of
the board has been hased on misunder-
standing or ignorance is manifest. This
does not make it easier to bear. The
whole unfortunate effect of the incident
will be felt when the time comes for the
manning of similar commissions,

Civilization North and South,

Following fast upon the heels of the
Whitaker-Evéque melodrama in New
Orleans we have a formal promulgation
of reconciliation in the Caffery-St. Paul
case. We here submit the official cul-
mination of the latter incident, not only
because of its importance as the reminder
of an ancient customn, but in view of its
usefulness in the adjustment of possibly
dramatic conflicts:

“A CARD,

" Maving ascertalned from the gentlienien repre-
senting Mr. CAFFERY In the Issue hetween him and
Judge JOHN ST, PAUL that he, Mr. CAPFERY, nels
ther In language nor Intention, meant to reflect upon
the personal character of Judge Sr. PAvL or to
charge him with any corrupt conduct, and finding
that Mr, CAPFERY'S speech as contalned in the
Picayune was Inaccuralely reported, Judge Srt,
PAUL now retracts the language used by alm ln
the States of January 15, 1908, and offers the amende

honorabie.
" Jomwy 81, PaUL,

" PRRCY §. BeyeploT,
“JoarIiN ¥, DENRCHAUD,
" W. MOROAN GURLETY,
“W. R. BRASHRAR,
" For DoN CAPFRRY.
“ NEW ORLEANS, January 13, 1908,"

This pacific publication appeared in the
New Orleans Picayune three or four days
ago. We point to it with pride and con-
fildence as a convineing illustration of our
reapect for the restraining influences of
the code duello, All violence has béen
averted, Angry pasasions are forestalled.
There will be no “shooting scrapes” upen
the street, not even a vicious and demor-
alizing lawsuit. The amende Aonorable
has been tendered and accep!

“Accepted:

ted. That
« precipitates the rosy atmosphere of amity
{ upon a once stormy and alarming land-
scape. Allis forgiven. Animosities take
flight. Sweetest peace comes perching
on formerly forbidding eaves, and oscu-
lations and embraces load the air. Still,
some say that the South is not quite
civilized

As regards the Whitaker-Evéque affair,

~

|

‘. 4sh V3

, for his resignation | it is true that Mr. WaiTatus, the chief
had been due to the faet that in his ) of the New Orleans polics establishment,

broke into the newspaper office of M.
L'EviqQuEk and almost emptied a highly
pregnant revolver in the direction of that
great journalist's person. This cannot
be denied. But Inspector WHITAKER
has abundantly illustraged through the
medium of his futile fusillage the deca-
dence of the Southern marksman and
given to us of the North a valuable in-
sight into the harmlessness of once
deadly institutions.

We may be mistaken, but it seems to
us that the South, whether by force of
the duello code or because of wild shoot-
ing on the part of its deserters, is gradu-
ally acquiring all the outward fruits if
not the mere unmeaning forms of our
own somewhat overexploited civilization.
It begins to ooccur to us th' so far as
concerns actual results th» peaceful
intervention of “friénds,” combined with
the decadent gun play of the “hostiles,”
leads up to consequences at the South
quite as bloodless as the judicial proc-
esses, the newspaper denunciations and
the rancorous scandals wherewith we
ventilate our sense of injury in these
parts.

Herein we take no sides. 1t is our pur-
pose simply to offer food for thought.

A Great ldea.

The Hon. MORRISON I. SWIFT, an ex-
perienced marching and demonstrating
Boston economist, has in his programme
a principle which must commend itself
to at least two other illustrious demon-
strators and manifestants:

“ State pensions for the unemployed.

If this “demand” is not new, it is
indisputably of fruitful promise. It is
true that, with an inconsistency a little
surprising in such a thinker, Mr. SWIFT
proposes “the suppression of private
employment agencies and the formation
of a complete State employment agency
system.” Of course the fulfilment of Mr.
SWIFT'S State pension plan will make the
State a non-employment relief agency.
Only a few negligible fanatics will dis-
grace themselves by working when the
State payvs the unemployed for non-em-
ployment.

Oceans of words have surged around
“the abolition of poverty.” Our Boston
marching friend attacks the ancient evil
in its midst. He shows how to settle
“the problem of the unemployved” by
paying the unemployed for their unem-
ployment. Poverty can be borne. The
older trouble, work, SWIFT teaches the
world how to stop.

Those quick assimilators of ideas Mr.
RoOSEVELT and Mr. BRYAN have here
new matter for messages, speeches and
documents.

We have received from the Department
of Agriculture an able document entitled
“The Production of Vepeer in 1998."

Yet was not that the year of grace which
witnessed an almost unprecedented destruc-
tion or excoriation of the artiéle in question?

From the ease with which miscreants of
various degrees succeed in personating offi-
cial dignitaries in European countries it is
evident that to a certain exient at least
clothes do make the man. If German sol-
diers are deceived by a thief dressed as a
Captain and Russian guards pass impostors
clad in imitation of the Gowernor and his
staff, the ordinary waiter need not feel badly
if he is sometimes mistaken for a guest.

Captain AMUNDSEN'S plan to drift in a
ship across the north polar area is now
quite certain to be carried out. All students
of the winds and currents in that region
believe that a vessel entering the Arctic
through Bering Strait and pushing into
the ice in about the latitude of Point Bar-
row would be carried across the unknowh
part of the north polar sea and in about
five yeara would reach the other side some-
where near the northeast cpast of Green-
land. The veasel would probably take about
the same course as that of the drift cask
that was placed on the ice northweat of
Point Barrow in 1899 and was found six
years later on the north coast of Iceland,
There is no doubt that the cask actually
drifted across the unknown region nearer
the pole than the routes of the Jeanette and
the Fram. '

AMUNDSEN'S drift voyage will be for
scientific purposea and not for the discov-
ery of the pole, though ita proximity might
make it possible to attain this elusive goal
during the journey. But physical geog-
raphy will be enriched by the discovery of
the depths of the sea, the uvature of the
ocean floor, the water temperatures and
the kinds of sea life at various depths in this
wholly unknown region. Such work will be
the real purpose of the journey.

The activities which so becomingly dis-
tinguish Alderman Little TiM SULLIVAN on
behalf of public morals have not caused a
display of sympathetic activity by restau-
rant keepers or any financially respoasible
persons acting in their interests. It may
be that the Aldermanic committee whose
fine sense of public duty must be in pain-
ful conflict with its distaste for imposing
troublesome restraint on a profitable busi-
ness is suffering unwarranied pangs. It
is not unlikely that restaurant keepers
would welcome an Aldermanic ban against
cigarette smoking by women. They know
that the custom would offend some patrons,
as does cigarette amoking by men in such
places, but unsupported by ordinance they
would be ocompelled, in the assault by
women as in that by men, to surrender on
demand of their most profitable patronas.

Judge LANEY, who Is willing to take a
nomination for Congress in the Third Flor-
ida district, has a hopeful spirit clothed with
humor:

“ [ would llke to see Mardchal Niel roses bloom-
ing along the banks of the Choctawhatohle River
and matic creepers ciimbing down the sunny
siopés of the Perdido Bay.

“ I would like 10 see uniformed latter carriers
distributing patent office reports o automoblies
throughout the eatirs district.”

It “makes” Judge LANEY “tired to see
certain men who have afliated with the
oaorporations all their lives wake up sud-
denly with somié spasm of virtue and abuse
the railroads because it has lately become
popular to d6 so." *“Most of his friends
have advised him to keep out of the race.*
Solemnity, not satire, is the aim of the public
man who isn’t looking for trouble,

Epe————

The Brokeam Mirror.
To RS EOITOR oF Tas Sun—8ir; The writer
De glad to learn the views of the readers of
ON regarding the superstition of seven years
hard luck following the breaking of s mirror.
Nxw Yoax, January 2. Ruapzn.
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From a citigen of this town, In whom prosperily
has impalired neither consclence nor Christian senti-
ment, TRE SUN has réceived sevém hundred dollars,

THE PRILIPPINES AGRICULTU-
RAL BANK.

Wasmivoron, Jan. 31.—Notwithstanding
the * evidenoe” arising out of
the success of the Egyptian bank of profit
in an agricultural baok in the Philippines,
the scheme has not proved alluring to
capital, either American or foreign. A bill
authorizing the establishment of such an
institution was passed by Congress last
winter and approved by the President on
March 4. Under it “the Philippine Govern-
ment is empowered to guarantee an income
of not exceeding 4 per centum per aunum
upon cash capital actually invested by indi-
viduals or corporations® in an agrioultural
baak in the Philippines. Thus far the knocks
at this door of investment opportunity have
been feeble and ineffective.

i April, 1903, the Philippine Cqmmission
instructed the insular treasurer to provide
a plan for an agricultural bank. According
to the census there are in the islands about
7,000,000 acres of agricultural land, 48 per
cent. of which is under cultivation. Loans
on landed security are obtained with diffi-
culty and only at usurious rates of interest.
The local banks limit their operations to
commercial paper, chiefly foreign exchange.
Interest on agricultural loans, when they
can be had at all, ranges from 3 to 10 per
cent. ¢ month, an influence caloulated to
discourage productive industry. Condi-
tions not unlike this existed in Egypt ten
years ago. In 1808 the National Bank of
Egypt was established, partly for the pur-
pose of advancing money to the fellaheen
on the security of their crops. Its opera-
tions in that direction extended so rapidly
and proved so profitable that in 1902 a
distinot institution known as the Agrioult-
ural Bank of Egypt was organized. Within
five years its paid up stock and deben-
ture capital increased from £1,250,000 to
£7,200000. It bas paid liberal dividends,
accumulated a good surplus and has been
of great value to the small farmers. Speak-
ing of the loans of the bank, Sir Eldon
Gorst, the sucoessor of Lord Cromer, says
that “the total annual payment of principal
and interest is less than the usurers formerly
charged for interest alone.”

In presenting the success of the Egyptian
bank as “presumptive evidence® of a simi-
lar success in the Philippines it may be
that too little attention was paid to the
difference in local conditions. There is
also the fact that England opens her doors
to the products of Egyot, while we close
ours to the products of the Philippines.
However, the case of the bank is not en-
tirely hopeless. There are those who be-
lieve that even under present conditions
the opportunity is good and that some one
will take it up.

HOW THE CANTEEN WORKS.

Untll One Was Installed at Fort Saskatche-
wan Drunkenness Prevalied.

To TAE Epiron oF TEE SuN—Sir: In an
editorial upon the army canteen in TRE SUN
of January 17 it is said that the worst time
to agitate for an army canteen is the period
preceding a national alect'on. For the poli-
ticians seeking election, perhaps yes. But
how about the soldier boy? My experience
teuches we that any time, the sooner the bet-
ter, is a good time to agitate for a canteen in
80 far as he is concerned.

During a period of five years service with
the mounted police of Northwestern Canada
I bad the misfortune to spend a part of my
time at the headquarters of “G" division at
Fort Saskatchewan, a post where up to within
® year or so ago there had been no canteen
since the mutiny of 1885. Barracks life there
is similar to the life the majority of your
soidiers live at the many posts throughout
vour country. The work is much the same,
surroundings, influences and amusements
all of the same sort, and it seems a falr sup-
position that if the canteen, or (h, absence
of it, were found to be a mistake in the one
instance it would ba so in the other.

The first two years [ spent at Fort Saskatch-
ewan on duty theéere was no canteen. But
there were a couple of hotels in the village
which sold a concoction known as “tangle-
foot” or “red eye.” Thers was also a road
house across the river which did a thrivin
trade with the half breeds in home brewe
firewater, Jamalca ﬁlngnr and inkiller.
To the police these places were like home.
There was no other place to go to. Just as
soon as retreat sounded you could see the
men trooping out of barracks. There was no
fun in staying at home, and, barring the
guards and pickets, nobody stayed.

At “last goﬁl we were supposed to report
for the night. It was not considered sports-
manlike to act like a soldier or a gentleman,
If a man did not stumble over the stile into
the barricade, or report in a maudiin, groggy
tone to the division orderly, there was some-
thing radically wrong. It was not consid-
ered etiquette to go to one's barracks room
without a bottle or a flask tucked away in
one’'s coat for use before stables in the morne
ing, and | hava seen many & man roughly
handled for not bringing back a bit of wet
ammunition when he was known to have the
price. In fact nearly everybody from the
officer commanding to the bugler boy went
to bed drunk, or pretiy nearly so.

Two years ago | returned to Fort Saskatche-
wan after an absence of about a vear and a
half. A canteen had been established durin
my absence. ‘I'he changs in every mnen{
was most marked and peculiar. The spirit
and morality of the whole troop had changed,
although it was composed of nearly the same
wen as when | waa first stationed there.
The hotels and road houses “over town" were
tabooed. If a man drank “tanglefoot” he
waa severaly “sat upon,” not only by the
officers but by his comrades. Men stayed in
bar . The cantesn gave them amuses
ment and something decent to drink as well,
Iustead of going outaide and Alling up on a
lot of “red eye” and briunging home with them
a supply to keep up the debauch, they sat
at home, sipped beer and staved sober They
knew they could wet a drink for the asking,
and, true to human nature, they did not ask
as frequently as thev would have done if there
were no chance of getting it.

1 don’t believe in “booze,” but 1 do believe
in canteens. Uive them to your soldier boys
and see the difference,

FOoRBEA D. SUTHERLAND,

MonTREAL, Canada, January 18,

American Rhodes Soholars.

To Tax EDITOR OF THR SUN-Sir: The inter-
view with a Rhodes scholar publishod In yester-
day's Sun Is utterly misleading. If the Rhodes
scholar In question got nothing out of Oxford but
debts he Las Lad & unique eaperience. Most of
ihe other Rhodes schiviars of bis year managed 1w
live within their scholarship Incomes, and their
sucoessors, profiting by the experience of the first
Ruodes scholars, fiad It Tess difMicult to do so. Three
Lundred pounds Is a sufficient provision not only
for comfortable (though not extravagant) living at
any Ozford college but also for & moderate amount
of travel during vacations,

As to what was sald about Oxford education no
refutation Is necessary, since the value of an Oxford
tralniog 1s & matter of common kaowledge.

SCHOLAR.

Proncezon, N.J., January 20.

‘A Visit That Was Never Made.

To Tas EDITOR OF THE Sun~&ir: 1 resd ia to-
day’'s SUN that when the King of England honors
anybody with & visit the water and drainage system
of the house must de overhauled betore the Xing's
arrival.

That reminds me that Auring the recent Germaa
man@uvres & orriain manufacturer, known for his
wealth as well as bluniness of specob, was Informed
that Prince X. would stay At bis “villa® overnight.

Ia the statement of detalls referring 1o the visis
It was mentioued thas the house should de dis-
infected.

The hott to be wrote a polite letter asking whether
the disintecting should de dons before or after the
Prince’s vislt and 18 still walisiag for both the aAnswer
and the wisit. THROMAS PoSTNan.

BROOKLYN, January 0.

Strange Thoughts of an “American.”
To TS EDrron oF THES Sow--Sir: What are we
going 10 do about the [tallans® Every maa casries
& revolver to protect himsel! agalost them. They
are a menace 10 the COUALTY's Happiness. AN gemt
to prisén shiould e deported when thay come ouws,
1 am surpsised your sditorials 4o not dealwith them
88 they oughs 1o Be deals with, AMBNICAN,
Nuw YoRg, Jasuary .

Horatins at the Bridge.
Moratiug was holdiag the bridge.
“But,” they quéried, “suppose e foe takes the
subway *"
Herewith he rvalled ditterly at moders laven:
tions. 5

Al

CAN THESE TRINGS BE?
———————

The Astenishing Stery of the Federal Prose-

cutign and Conviction of the Santa Fe

Road for Refunding Freight Money
Wrongfuily Recelved From a Customer.

From the Atchison Globe.

For two or three years past the Atchisonm,
Topeka and Santa Fé Railroad Company has
been hauling lime from Nelson, Ariz., to
Los Angeles, Cal, for a lime manufacturer.
When the cars of lime arrived at Los An-
geles it was discovered after & time that
some of them had been loaded light, and
the cousignee refused to pay for lime he had
not received, The shipper had been paying
freight on forty thousand pounds and com-
plained to the railroad company. The clerk
to whom complaint was made found on in-
vestigation that the cars had been loaded
light owing to a defective loading device,
and without saying anything to his superiors
he arranged for a settiement with the shipper,
Four hundred carloads of lime had been
shipped, and the clerk arranged for a refund
on seventy-eight of these, the refund ranging
from thirty-five cents s car to thirteen dol-
lars. The shipper had been paying for
freight that the railroad company had not
carried, through a mistake, and no man can
Juatly say the railroad company was not war-
ranted in paying back money it had wrong-
fully received. The olerk’'s method was
simply a short method of settling an honest
claim.

About this time a olerk in the local S8anta
Fé freight oMces in T.os Angeles was caught
embezzling money. He was discharged, ar-
rested, pleaded guilty and was sentenced to
the county jail for ninety days. This clerk had
been familiar with the transaction referred to
above, and to “get even” complained to the
United States Distriot Attorney. This ofMcial
laid the matter before the United States Grand
Jury at Los Angeles, and the matter was
looked Into with great gravity, particularly
as at this time the howling against the rail-
roads was at its worst. The United States
District Attorney was unfair; the Judge was
unfair, and the result was that the railroad
company was fined $330,000.

Could a greater outrage have been perpe-
trated? Had the victim been an individual,
or a county, or a town,-a howl would have
gone up that would have been heard every-
where. But as the victim was a railroad
company the newspapers said nothing about
it. We read the newspapers rather carefully,
but knew nothing about the iucident until
last night, when we happened to run across
a circular Issued by E. P. Ripley, president
of the Atohison, Topeka and Santa Fé, em-
bodying the above faots, whioh we have
shortened somewhat, but no essential detalil
is left out.

Wa have no doubt that the statement of
Mr. Ripley I8 true; a man of his prominence
would not sign his name to afalsehood, and
it must at once be admitted that the action
of the California court was a disgraceful
travestyon justice. The railroad company did
what it should have done: it would have been
abused soundly, and with reason, had it re-
fused to refund an ovércharge to a customer,
Yet a United States Judge instructed a jury
to fine the rallroad company $330,000 for a
perfectly fair and honorable action! The
facts are so simple they cannot be disputed.

We speak in all sincerity: the people have
gone too far. They have reached the point
where they are injuring themselves and their
country,

If the people will study the simple state-
ment made by Mr. Ripley and express their
opinion of the outrage of which his company
has been the victim, the ruinous crusade will
stop, for the politicians and newspapers will
quickly recognize public sentiment.

Economic Detail of Certaln Cases of Exogamy.

To Tas EDITOR OF THE SUN —Sir: s thers any
record of an American man makiog It & condition
of his marriage thatthe bride elect shall settle a part
of her fortune on him?

1f an American should propose or Insist on such
a condition, what do you think would be the fate ot
his matrimonial pretensions?

How do you account for the complacency with
which American parents to~the d d
of foreign bridegrooms for money sctilements on
themselves?

The old tashloned idea was that love was the only
and-suMicent qualification for marriage and that
any question of money created a disqualifying sus-
picion of insincerity. These considerations seem,
nowever, to be untouched ia the arrangements for
marrages between Amerioan girls (Who are always
helresses) by foreign men of title.

Don't you think that It would be intercsting and
refreshing to read a report thatsome titled foreigner
had put aside his American bride’s fortune and in-
sisted that she should retain the fullenjoyment of i1?
1n such a case Cupld would Joyously hover over the
bridal procession, Instead of walking bebind it with
drooped head and wings, and every one would volee
ablessing on the palr and there would be no doubt-
lng interrogations as to the poor girl's future,

New Youx, January 2i. AMERICAN,

Some Niceties of Dorle.

To tas l'viTor or Tas SuN—Sir: 1 bhope Tus
Sux's bright rays will llluminate thodarkness that
has surrounded the pronugciation of the word
“ay,” as nsed In Burns's poem,“Ay wakin' 0." The
Standard Dictionary says “ay” as an Interjection
is pronotnced “a” As In “pay.” Consulting the Eng-
Hish dictlonary of Stormenth to-day I fAnd he pro-
nounces “ay,” the luterjoction, as if it were "1.*
Stormonth would bear out Dr. Damrosch. No less
an authority on Scotch thau Adjutant Thomas R,
Fleming of the Thirteenth Regiment, who knows
every foot of the banks and brees o' bonale Doon
and Is & “gowfer” of no mean reputation, agrees
with Dr. Damrosch in giviag “ay” the loag “i"
sound.

However, ! hope that Dr. Damrosch docs not
pronounceé the word “wakin' " with & long “a* bus
gives 1t the sound almost of “a” In “walk,” a sound
thas better fits the logato quallly of Lambeth's
arrangement of the song. 1 trust that Dr. Dam-
rosch bBas esplained to his very interestiug Choral
Unlon the exact meaniag of the woids “lave,”
“bleer.” “een,” “greetin’,” “eerle,” and “heugh,”
#0 that she full beauty of \he soag may be brought
out. NM.B R

NEW YORrx, January 21.

Boston Curlingese.

To T™aR Eurror or Tur Sux—Sir: The other
day three little girls, the oldest ten yecars of age,
resident la our most fashlonable suburb, stood afar
off watching some men ourling at the Country Club,

Sald Hattle, the oldest of the trio, confdeutlally
to her companjons, “Let's g0 near and see If we can
hear the men say some swear words”: and they ap-
proached 1o a place where they could hear the ex-
clamations of the curlers.

Hattle spent the afternoon skating with her aunt,
and was much esasperated by the repeated inter-
ruption of thelr enjoymens by first one and then the
other heel of her aunt's boots coming off.

Then did llstie Hattle disciose how greatly she'
had profited Ly her atteative observatiou of the
curling country olub geutiomen: “Do you kuow
what I'd do with the old boois,” she exclaimed In
wrath. “1'd take them back to the store, and I'd say
10 the man: "Here, to hell with the damn boots!’ *

BostoN, January 21, Jaues RusaTox,

Job Ne Saint in Spain,

To Tem EDITOR OF TRS SUN-—-Sir: In & corre-
spondence to you last Saturday “Y. P. .” laforms
the readers of TS SUN that o Lthe Spanish “Santos,”
Santo Tomds, Saaie Tomé and Sanie Dewlngo,
mentioned In your lssue of Thursday, two more
should be added, namely, “Santo Job” aad “Santo
Toridlo.” He Ia perfectly right in clalming & place
on the list for “Santo Toriblo ” but as $0*Job,” allow
me 50 state that there is nelther “Seato Job” nor
“Sandob.” Thertis not any such saint/n the Catho-
lie Almanae, and sobody bears the first Bame of
~Job" ln Spain or In any Spanish speaking ocountry,

WasHIsaTON, D, O., January 20. Hisranvs,

One of Many.
To THR EDITOR OF THS SoN—Sir: The elevated
ralirond station of which 1| made complaing Is ay
E. N. Wour.

stroet.
Naw YORX, January 21,

The Great Waterway.
In Noah's time they started In
A fne canal to bulld,
Niwe fest, they thoughs, would be the slze
Thelr fondest hopes to glid.

They saw that growing all 100 small
Before theit very oyes,

And thought they really ought to have
A thoussnd 100 Darge sise.

That enterprise was taken up,
But stiil thelr sroubles grow
1t so0a develsped, 10 thelr woe,

The locks were all too few,

u&n‘:’"m sloag the food,
Which "";'.&ﬂ" obsolete
Deforeits ”
h Mclawpsvsem Witsow,

Valuabie Weapons for Extmgaishing -ll'"
in Their Beginnings.

« To Tax Eprror oF THR SUN—S{r: Thera
seem to be some curious anomalies running
around loose these days. For instance, (f
the public sees a man take a small stove,
fill it with combustible material and touch
& match to it it is not surprised if the com-
bustible material is copsumed: but if it seed
& mau build a gréat big stove and A1 it with
combustible material which gets aflre aecci-
dentally it Is very much surprised if tha
cambustible material burns. Perbaps it has
been misied by a name,

If it had heard less about “fireprool” build-
ings, “strictly fireproof” construction, and
such like, and more about “skyscraper
stoves,” perhapt it would sense the situation
more scourately. Perhape if it sensed the
situation more accurately it would take nota
of the fact that in the course of almost every
fire there is a time when a temoupful or a paiiful
of water will put it out, and another tims.
later on, when it takes all or more than al
the water that can be pumped by an sfficient
fire department under the most favorallr
conditions.

Having arrived at this pefnt, the pufly
will probably seek to provide the w ater nesdess
to put out fires at the tizne when little is re-
quired. It will then undoubtedly wake up te
the fact that there is an old established and
well tried scheme for doing this sort of thing
which has been in use for so long a time that
the patents have expired. [ refer, of course,
to the automatic sprinkler system which is
in general use among the great manufactur-
ing plants in the country but has not yet
been very extensively used in such stranc-
tures as the Parker building, which recentiv
burned. 1If the use of this system was unl-
versal in large cities, as it ought 1o be, whola
seotions could not be rendered helpioss by
the bursting of a water main, nor would the
control of any given fire depend upon having
hose that was not rotten.

Every building equipped with this device
is & unit by itself and not only protects iteelf
but protects its neighbors by preventing tha
spread of fire. 'The liability of failure is so
small as to be almost negligible. To compel
its use by law would be no hardship to owners
of buildings, for the simple reason that in a
few years it pays for itself in the lowering
of insurance rates. It has been proved time
and again that there is enough combust™ie
material in the average lawyer's ofMfice 1o
make a fire that will spread from floor to
floor in a so-called “fireproof " building. Tha
remedy is 8o certain that the writer, who has
used tens of thousands« of sprinkler heads
in various Kinds of buildings and has been
enabled thereby to save money s well as to
sleep better, 18 puzzled to understand why it is
pot more generally adopted.

GronaeE EASTMAX

Rocmesree, N. Y., January 20,

WILKES LAND.

A Proposal for an American Nawval Ex.
pedition to Look It Up.

To tae Epitor or TRE BUN-—-Sir: For
sixty-five years certain eminent geographeis,
particularly British geographers, but French
and German too, have been applying (o the
United States navy the polite équivalent of a
shorter and uglier word. The navy has had
nothing to reply except “No such thing.” un-
supported by evidence. It has never taken
the trouble to procure evidence, and most
officers of the fleet have forgotten tlat
the great Wilkes-Ross controversy ever
stirred up the tempers of their fathers, But
those fellows across the water have not [or-
gotten, and they seen: to have wade a point
in the proof that the first scientific expedition
ever sent out by the United\States Govern-
ment, a naval expedition manned by enlisted
seamen and commanded by ofMicers selected
from the few naval men who were willing to
volunteer, made a false report of the discav-
ery of about eleven hundred miles of coast,

Plainly the facts are these: In 1538 Congress
appropriated a sum of money for an exped;:-
tion which was to explore the South Seus
and other seas and incidentally the Antarctin
regions. The process of equipping that ex-
pedition was one of the most joyvous farces
that ever had its echo In the funny papers
of any country. Howsaver, when cook stoves
bad been Installed and the surplus scientifie
apparatus had been set ashore and half a
dozen commanders had been appointed an
had resigned, one of them becAuse he woul
not have an official historian to record his
doings, t.‘:\‘? United States exploring expedi-
tion Kot in 1838, but in none of the shipa
that had been originally assigned for it

Now, this expedition did good work. To
be sure, its commander, Lieutenant Charles
Wilkes, did have to undergo, after {ts réturn,
a court-martial, partly because he pointed his
finger at a passed assistant surgeon and or-
de him to “Leave the presence, sir! Leave
the presence!” (Wilkes being the préasence;
!nn&boonun he had disarnied some savages,
hereby e ing them to “the murderous
hate and the an hmrphn[lcnl Appetites of
their cannibal neighbors, nd ﬂw otler
wuon?. But the ex tion did good work.

e still use ita charts of the South Sea Islands.

However, and here comes sh? int of this
letter, it brought in a report o l’.“na discov -
ered at t) ntarotic Circle ranging alon
3’"“‘ lbout‘u:)hde ﬂ uant 10 n‘ lmilM

grees went, the first Jand ever sighted
what Wilkes all™ted to be an Antarctic con-
tinent. There was a question ns Lo whether
a_ French sxpedition di ot have the first
view of it, and that was hotly discussed in
the days of our grandfethers, but it does not
matter now. What matters, concerning the

onor of the navy, 18 that in 1840 Captain
ames Losa, in command of a British axped:-
tion, sailed over a spot where Wikes hal
re(mriod land.

Vall, Wilkes got out of thut r amserting
that he Lad uot meant to say ;| he saw laud
ab that axact place, but that he had henrd of
an kEnglishman who bad seen it there, Inthnt
onse Wilkes's latitude was sixty miles oul,
But aftor m time most geographers forgae
him. They discredited the particular terri-
tory over which Wilkes had salled, Lut by
(l':ux:‘lsz "!‘l ‘y I:rft' u tl’ldtm l‘uup‘\\'l }("l

nd, & chain sola aks extendir
nbout eleven hundred mllm.pe o

Now, in the twentieth century anotherexpo-
dition from Eugland weut to the Anturctie
regions, ;md another frony Germany, an.
another from F"!Mlc!. another from

weden, and a Beigian expedition cnd a

cottish ex ition and an ‘rnn:ixm expe-
dition: as for oursalves. we have not botl -
o ubout the Antarctic regions siuce fhe
ﬁu_v did its first great sclentific work. 7Tha

ritish expedition found new ground for di«-
crediting the reporte of Wilkes; [t sailed over
other territory r-{mrt«l by him. 50 no onn
can be really sire that Wilkee Land axier=

They are waked up about Wilkes Land aver
on the other side. In 1907 another Briti-h
party set forth to ex*loro the Antarctie re-
gions, and its leader, Lieutenant Shackleton,
to flud out whether any of this coast
nmllr les where It has been supposed to lie
. tml'm‘:::, thoz plans ;\f A Relzian oxped

on to s next year Include u sear
Wilkes Land. * - SHAT. Yoy

Is it to tha credit of our navy that it loaves
to these other chaps the work of proving or
4 -provini the (‘roetnm of the information
glven to the world by its first sclentific enter.
K""? The navy is golug to he near the
Antarctic reﬁonl very soon. Thers must ha
plenty of enthuriastic young men aboard the
fleet who 'ou%bo delighted to tuks u suminer
cruise along Wilkes Land. Why should not
u suitable ship be purchased and manned Lv
thaoa, now thm‘ they are down there, to fl1:

out t W d b i
-+ %m.n. s Aan eforo; the English
ArLsrerr WRITE VOonse.

out about it
NEW YoRrx, January 20,

PDiscrimination in Supreme Court.
From the Washington Hersid.

In the Supreme Cours the other day, wihes the
phonographic copyright question as relaMlag v
musigal publications was being considersd, two
songs which figured In the cese were “Molly Cot-
tontall” and “My Keatucky Babe.”

Justics Harlan of the Supreme Jeach Is & native
¢ ihe Biue Grass State. When the Learing reached
the point st which these two songs came under
consideradon Livingsion Gifford, who is trylng the
cases, remarked that he would take up “Molly
Cottontall” Ores,

“Juss & moment,” remarked Ohlet Justios Puller,
with the merest suspicion 9f & smile curving the
corners of his mouth, “srefi’s you discrimisaiing
against Justice Marian'”

The Veluntser Masio Critle.

To TR EDITOR oF TR SUN~S&r: Shouting (s
not singing. Notlse ls not music. Music s s “con
mml nnl;om.‘ nt:u n:nnno “sag
ors, s0me Metropolitan Opers Mouse stugers,
dedm 16 WBIAK othérwise, and when the former. 1t
least, attempt part singing the result 1s laughania
Adt dlsgusting. Their chords become Biscaras
NaWw Yomx, Jaauary 2. E N

The Brand of the Bmancipated.
Kajeser—ThAX Woman should amoke’ ;
Booker—Think what i

p- e “itnl clgars tb: dear thic ¥




