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No Backward Step!
From President Roaservelt's annual message of 1908,

Whenever either corporation, labor union
or individual disregards the law or acts in
a spirit of arbitrary and tyrannous inter-
ference with the rights of others, whether
corporations or individuals, then where the
Federal Government has jurisdiction it will
see to it that the misconduct is stopped,
paying not the slightest heed to the position
or power of the corporation, the union or
the individual, but only to one vital fact
—thar is, the question whether or not the
conduct of the individual or aggregate of
individials 18 1n accordance with the law
of the land.

Every man must be guaranteed his lib-
erty and his right to do as he likes with his
property cr his labor, so long as he does
not infrings the rights of others. No man
is above ths law and no man is below it;
ner do we ask any man's permission when
we require him to obey it. Obedisnce to
the law is damanded as a right, not asked
as a favor. -

We have cause as a nation to be thankful
for the steps that have been so successfully
taken to put these principles into effect.
The progress has been by evolution, not by
revolution. Nothing radical has been done;
the action has been both moderate and
resolute. Therefore the work will stand.
There 2hall be no backward step.

f An Obvious Duty.

A correspondent writes to THE SUN as
follows:

TO THE EDMTOR OF THAE SUN-S3ir. In at least
two editorial articles you have Implledly called
vupon the counsel inthe Buck's Stove and the Dan-
bury Hat cases to follow up his victory by flling
SLpropriate cusrges againss the American Feders-
ticn of Labor with the Attorney-General. 1 fall to
see why Mr, Jaxsms M. Becx should take this step,
for the duty of enforcing the law does not seem
to me to devolve upon him as much as upon the
Feaderal ofMiclals, who have taken an oath to execute
the laws of the UUnited States without féar, favor
or affection. As ! may be wrong in this, I should |
be glad to have the oplalon of THE SUN asto whetner
it is Mr, Brcx's duty to snforce the Federal law
sgalnst the American Federation of Labor or that

of the President of the United States and his law
Advisers. An answer In yoor columns will greatly
intesest not only myself but many other readers
who Rave followed with deep Interest thls pro-
fouadly interesting development In contemporary
politics. [

“NEW YoRrx, February i4."

Our correspondent is right. In the
two cases referred to Mr. BECK repre-
sented clients who had sustained special
injury by reason of unquestioned and
indeed admitted violations of law. Pri-
marily he must act for them, and the very
purposa of the suits is to obtain redress
for special injuries done to the plaintiffa
and not to safeguard the interests of the
entire people. The interesta of the lat-
ter are in other hands, and if there is to
be a failure to enforce the plain pro-
visions of the Sherman Anti-Trust law,
as now finally and authoritatively inter-
preted by the highest court of the land,
it is of public interest to know where the
responsibility will lie. To state suchre-
sponsibility 1s to state elementary law:
but in these later days, when the Execu-
tive power is used to reward friends and
punish enemies, it may be well to remind
our fellow citizens as to the plain—but
somewhat forgotten--provisions of the
Constitution. They are as follows:

“ ARTICLE T, SreTiON 1. Hefore he [the Prest
dent) enter on the execution of his office he shall
take the following oath or afirmation:

" 1do scdeminly swear that [ will faih wiy exe-
¢ure the oMce of President of the United States
and will to the bhest of my abliity preserve, protect
and defend the Constitution of the United States,’

" SEeTioN 3. Me fthe President) shall take care
that ths laws be raun/wly evecuted, and shall rom-
mission all the oificers of the United States.”

The Sherman Anti-Trust law provides
as follows:

“Iv shall be the duty of the several Dlulrlc'-;
Attorneys of the | nited States in their respective
districts, under the direction of the Attorney-
General, to lastitute proceedings In equity to pre-
vent and restrain such violations.”

Apart, therefore, from the general
constitutional mandate that the Presi-
dent “shall take care that the laws be
faithfully executed,” there is the spe-
cifie statutory provision of the Sherman
Anti-Trust law that its execution shall
not be left to the initiative of individual
citizens who may be injured by its vio-
lation, but that the Attorney-General of
the United States, through his subor-
dinates, shall, not as matter of discre-
tiom but as matter of “duty,” prooeed in
hehalf of the entire people to enjoin any
combination which is in wviolation of
such law.

To enable the Attorney-General to do
this Congress appropriated a large sum
for incidental expenses and further fur-
nished him an efficient and potent aux-
iliary in the Department of Commerce
and Tabor, which was entrusted with
inquisitorial powers of a drastic charac-
ter. The Attorney-General, however,
needs neither money nor inquisitorial
process to execute the laws. Both law
and facts are now admitted. By filing

f

of the illegal boyoott,

The duty of the present oocupant of
the White House does not rest, however,
upon either constitutional or statutory

He has aiready on innu-
merable occasions, by formal message
and spoken speech, pledged his honor
to his countrymen that he would exe-
cute the laws, as our correspondent
says, “without fear, favor or affection.”
In a sentence from his message of 1903,
which we have reproduced in our col-
umns on several occasions lately and
again commend to special attention, he
has even with greater particularity
pledged his word that if a “labor union”
should violate the laws he would pro-
ceed against it with as much alacrity
as agaihst the despised railroad ofMicial
and the equally aoccursed officer of an
industrial corporation. 1t is true that
the Governmemnt has at times prooceeded
against those who have violated the
Sherman Anti-Trust law, upon com-
plaints of individual citizens and after
investigation; but in many other ocases,
such as the recent suit by the Govern-
ment against the Union Pacific Rail-
road, the President -has proceeded,
thiough his Attorney-General, on his
own initiative and under that power
and duty, to see that the laws were
“faithfully executed.”

To us it seems immaterial, therefore,
whether the litigants in the Buck's Stove
and the Danbury Hat cases filed formal
complaint with the Department of Jus-
tice or not. The fact remains that in the
latter case the American Federation of
Labor was allowed to intervene as the
substantial defendant upon a petition
which made the following express ad-

Satea.

“ That the constiiution of Sald American Federa
tion of Labdor, petitidner, makes special provision for
the prosecution of boycetis, so called, when Insti-
tuted by a constituant or afiiated organization as
is described In the complaint filed in the Districs
Court by the plalntifl ln error Beérein. IArough the
agency and pursuant to the approval of the execu-
tive council of petitioner.

" That under the prorisions of said constitution
many so-called Doycotry Bave deen and several ave
now deing prosecuisd hHy petitioner pursuant 10 ap-
proval of #tx sa14 execurive council.”

The facts, therefore, are not in dis-
pute, and since the unanimous opinion of
the Supreme Court it is equally clear
that the executive committee of the
Federation, in maintaining in the past
and prosecuting in the present—as it
admits—many boycotts against the in-
terstate trade of manufacturers, had
violated the Sherman Anti-Trust law,
and such violation becomes the more
reprehensible because it aqually offends
both the civil and criminal laws of nearly
every State in the Union.

The intéresting question therefore
remains, whether the President can
descend to the depths of self-stultification
by ignoring his plain and obvious duty
in the premises. If so, While he may
éscape the condemnation of the present
hour, swept as it is with hysterical en-
thusiasm for his picturesque personality,

| vet he cannot escape the stern judg-

ment of poaterity, at whose bar he will
infallibly be judged.

If by present inaction he shows that
the Big Stick is only for those who have
few votes and no popularity, and that the
brotherless spear will never be raised
against an organization which noisily
alleges the power to deliver a million
votes to those who give it immunity,
then the future historian will no longer
be deceived by sounding phrases and
hypocritical professions. Will he not
then be “a fixed figure for the time of
scorn to point his slow unmoving finger
at”?

For the honor of our country, we should
prefer that such were not the case.

The Debt Creating Power and the
Growth of New York’s Debt.

The commission of 1808 which framed
the Greater New York Charter believed
that the constitutional limitation on the
debt creating power of cities in this State
was “too large to be in itself an adequate
restriction.” The limitation referred
to was contained in Section 10 of Article
VTIII. of the State Constitution. It pro-
vided that no county or city should be
allowed to become indebted for any pur-
pose or in any manner to an amount
which, including existing indebtedness,
should exceed 10 per cent. of the assessed
real estate of the county or city subject
to taxation aa it appeared by the assess-
ment rolls of the county or city on the
last assessment for State or county
taxes.

To guard against extravagances under
this provision the commission “devised
and imposed” additional “checks upon
the debt creating power of the greater
city.” The commission, however, ap-
parently made the natural error of as-
suming that it would cost no more to
govern the greater ¢ity than it had cost
to govern the constituéent municipali-
ties and other local bodies separately.
How important the error was may be
inferred from the circumstance that
merely to equalize salaries $12,800,000
was added to the budget.

The charter revision commission of
1000 found it necessary to recommend
a change in the Constitution, excluding
from the 10 per cent. debt reétriction
“indebtedness hereafter to be incurred
by the city of New York for purposes
of water supply. The justification for
this exception is the profit incidental to
municipal ownership of the water sup-
ply.” The amendment was subsequently
adopted, and water bonds issued sinoe
January 1, 1904, are not included in the
debt as computed with reference to the
borrowing power of the city.

But before any relief could be obtained
from this source the borrowing capacity
had been so far encroached upon that
Mayor Low in 1802 was constrained to
advocate assessing real estate at “full
value.” If this were done, he concluded,
“the city will have to raise less money
by tazation than now, and at the same
time it will be able to carry forward its
public work as the needs of the hour

require. That is to say, the city ought
to have and can have at the same time
a smaller tax levy and a larger working
capital. Unless this policy is pursued
the city must either forego for the time
being the great public improvements
that it demands or continue to pinch

' itself indefinitely as to its current needs.”

Accordingly the assessed valuation was
raised a year later by $1,400,000,000.

Nevertheless the charter revision com-
mission of 1907 found iwelf obliged to
urge that the “Constitution of the State
should be 8o amended ag to exclude from
the computation of city's debt limit
all bonds or evidences of indebtedness
issued for purpases which produce rev-
enues in excess of their maintenance
charges.” Meanwhile, according to a
high official of the Finance Department,
the water supply has ceased to be self-
supporting.

In ten years the net funded debt, ex-
cluding water bonds issued since Janu-
uary 1, 1904, has increased 118 per cent.
The real estate valuation has been ad-
vanced 148 per cent, The budget has
risen from $00,000,000 in 1900 to $148,000,000
in 1908. The amount appropriated for
salaries and wages in 1908 is $76,000,000,
while $24,000,000 is called for to pay
interest on the city debt.

- The Neglected Battleship.

To-day is the tenth anniversary of the
destruction of the battleship Maine. For
ten years the hull of that ill fated vessel
has been a nuisanoce to shipping in a for-
eign harbor and a reproach to the coun-
try whose flag she bore.

An engineer of experience and recog-
nized standing, fully conversant with
the condition of the ship, has recently
said that for a sum not exceeding $300,-
000 it would be possible to lift the hull
from the harbor bottom and tow i to
sea for burial in the deep water of the
Florida Straits.
position, whether the expense to the
nation is $300,000 or $3,000,000.

The President might well make this
the subject of a special message to Con-
gress, and the Congress might well
recognize the tenth anniversary of the
war with Spain by an appropriation that
would remove from sight the most lam-
entable reminder of the quarrel. The
foremast of the vessel should be brought
to Arlington and set up as a monument
over the graves of the dead seamen. If
guns or other equipment suitable for
such use could be recovered they also
might be used for the same purpose
there or elsewhere. The ship should
have decent sepulture. If we do not
care to do this as a matter of national
honor we should at least do it as a matter
of courtesy to a friendly neighbor in
whose principal harbor the wreck con-
stitutes a nuisance and a menace to ship-
ping and an obstacla to projected har-
bor improvement.

The joint resolution which directed
and empowered President McKINLEY to
use the entire land and naval forces of
the United States to compel the imme-
diate relinquishment of Spanish authority
and government in Cuba was passed on
April 20, 1808. Before that date this
year provision should be made for the
honorahle interment of the vessel whose
destruction was one of the execiting
causes of the war,

Helping the Ohio Democrats.

In accordance with Senator FORAKER'S
prediction the Hon. BEMAN GATES
Dawes, Representative in Congress from
the Fifteenth Ohio district, has not been
renominated. His allegiance, whether
voluntary or forced, to Mr. TAFT, has
lost him a renomination. There seems
to be a reasonable probability, if not a
presumption, that the Taft proscription
of FORAKER will cost the Republicans
the loss of a seat in the Sixty-first Con-
gress from this district. Mr. DAwES
was elected to the Fifty-ninth Congress
by a plurality of 532, to the Sixtieth
Congress, thanks to the then unex-
hausted Roosevelt furor, by a plyrality
of 1,180. Less than 800 votes to “turn
the district over.” The tomahawk and
scalping knife canva:s for TAFT has
already laid out poor DAWES; and now
the “Taft men” can be depended upon to
keep his Forakerish supplanter, the Hon,
JAMES Joyce, out of the Sixty-first Con-
gress,

These factional afterclaps are likely
to hurt the Buckeye Republicans hard
in other Congress districts as well. Sul-
len resentments not easily to be healed
have already been formed, and yet the
Ohio Republican party cannot afford
anything but peace and unanimity.
Suppose, if the effort is not too violent,
that the Democratic party should be
comparatively of gound mind in its next
platform. Then look at the Republican
feeble kneed plurality in certain Ohio
Congress districts in the Congress elec-
tion of 1908: Second, 1,961; Third, 1,730;
Eleventh, 1,333; Thirteenth, 273. It is
true that the Democratic pluralities in
the Fifth, Sixth, Ninth (41) and Seven-
teenth districts were as small or smaller;
but, even without the Taft-Foraker feud,
the prospects of the Democrats in those
doubtful Democratic districts are best,
There i8 a natural reaction against the
party in power; there are the special
causes of dissatisfaction with the Ad-
ministration; thera is the Brownsville
vote, and 80 on.

It will not be the fault of the mis-
managers of the Taft candidacy if a

N

majority of the Ohio delegation in the.

next House of Representatives is not
Democratic.

A Brave Man.

The high reputation of the firemen of
this country has been made by men like
Deputy Chief KruGer, who died yester-
day in the performance »nf his duty.
Yearless, byal, tireless mei,like him do
their work with death always in sight,
and do it cheerfully and unselfishly.

Their command is “Come with me!”
not “Go on!” KruGer died at the head
of his men, when he might have been
in a place of comparative ety.

Of the Kruger kind were the five fire-
men who died in two recent fires in this
city. Of his kind are the great majority
of the men in the stations to-day.

One fact in coruection with the White
Establishment his heen a matter of com-
went at the nativeal capital this winter,

Such should be its dis-

It bas been notioed that obeisance to the
Executive is no longer regarded as the daily
duty of loyal Congressmen. For several
years it has been the habit of dosens of
Senators and scores of tatives to
present themsolves at the House {re-
quently, if not daily, to “pay their respects,”
to make known their wants and to receive
advice and instruction from the great head
of the nation. There has been a striking
change in the habit this winter.

We venture no of the situa-
tion; we merely note the fact. The Washing-
ton St~ r recognizes the fact and comments as
follows:

“The evident determination ot Congress to give
practically no atiention to the reform recommen-
dations of the President, as made known in his last
message to Congress, naturally puts a stop o many
comferences. Last session when rallroad rate leg-
islation was under consideration the Fresidens
had all the boys on the hill jogging down to tell
him that things were going all right or to explain
that I& was all a mistake that they were
to him. Sinoce he got ous of the Presidential race
many of these visits have ceased.”

It is not to' be understood that the Presi-
dent is ostracized or that the White House
has heen politically quarantined. There is
still a little band of the faithful, and there
are always constituents to be piloted and
introduced by their Congressmen.

.

for

The Indiana delegation 1s glnc to Chle B¢

FAIRBANKS. —The Jion, ALBERT JEREMIAN
1oos.

The Grand Young Man doth protest too
much. The wicked say that his favorite
historical passage, next to his own speeches,
is the nomination of General GARFIELD.

Mr. RoosevELT, Mr. BRYAN and the other
foes of government by injunction cannot
but view with alarm and horror that Boston
lawyer who has enjoined, and doubtless
vainly enjoined, a woman from talking.
How far and how long will this fell pro-
ceeding of the enemies of the people be
carried? But, thank all favorable stars,
there are mouths too mighty to be stopped
by a writ. It may be that the immedicable
cacolthes loguendi of an ordinary and com-
mon scold can be so restrained. It may be
despotic courts will seek to muzzle speech.
Two pairs of eloquent lips will fiot ceass to
work, Sundays and holidays included. If
all other language perished from a world
grown mute, perpetual motion and emotion
would still be secured, and all the ears of
mankind would be chook full and running
over with vehement noise.

“The truth is, gentlemen,” said Mr. Tarr
at Detroit, “that we have not quite enough
regulation of railways.” “We"isthe purple,
imperial “we,” the styls royal of Mr. Tarr’s
principal

A few seconds later Mr. TAFT asserts very
unnecessarily that we are not going to have
& “business millennium.”

—————

Conservative Democracy.

To tag Eprro or Tar Sux—Sir: The
coming national Democratic convention will
fuifll its duty by nominating a conservative
Deémocratio stateaman, reafMeming the time
honored principles of the party and calling
for prompt and merciiess excision of the
thousand and one enactments that under
Repubiican administrations have built up
and intrenched great selfish interests whose
enormities have justly awakened patriotio
molicitude lest, uncurbed, they subvert the
Government itself.

It is equally important that the convention
spacifically condemn and repudiate many
recent acts of the present Administration
that violate Democratic teneta. New York
State can be carried with such a man on such
a platform and no other way.

The Democracy of New York is marking
time just now, awaiting the bugle call of a real
leader. 1t cherigshea tha memory of Wright,
Marey, Seymour and Tilden, and points with
pride to the record of their successor in its
affections, Grover Cleveland. It will not
under any circumstances consent to an aban-
donment of the eternal principles of right
for which they contended to follow the red
flag of disorder

From its birth the Democratic party had
advocated generous treatment of the unfor-
tunate and oppressed of other lands that have
sought refuge and protection under our
flag. but it is, neverthel!ess, thoroughly
American in epirit, and abhors and abjures
the missrabla theoriea that are nightly
preached from barrel heads at strest corners
by foreign born zealots, recently emboldened
in their lawless speech by frothy diatribes
in high p'aces against established order and
honored usage. Becausé they are repre-
sentatives of races that have been bastinadoed
down the centuries we may accord them our
commisaration, but wa are not ready to
abandon our system of fovernment for the
proposed substitutes of thesa harebrained
doctrinaires. To engraft their vagaries in
the platform of the party will arouse that
latent but aver present spirit of Americaniam
that will sweep evervthing befora it.

The party that bids for the support of the
mob will not carry the State of New York
this year. B

Nrw York, February 14.

A Portrait.

From “King John,” Act I, Scens 11

Here's a large mouth, indeed,

That spits forth death, and mountains, rocks
and seas;

Talks as familiarly of roaring lions,

As maids of thirteen do of puppy dogs!

What cannonesr begot this lusty blood?

He speaks plain cannon, fire and smoke and
bounce;

He gives the bastinado with hia tongue

Our ears are cudgel'd.

The Grand Nominator,

To tre EpviToR oF TRR SBvN-—Sir: Why
not let Mr. Rooseveit name the Republican
candidate for the rest of his life? Thus time
and money would be saved both parties.

New Yonx, February 14. B.W. H.

Roosevelt Prosperity.

To Tae Epiron or Tam SuN-Sir: If
“prosperity " Keeéps up its present galt how
long will it take for expenses to wipe out
proflts in the average amall business?

Newarg, N. J., Februdry 14, Srrxa.
A Hymn to Bacchas.
TO THR EDITOR OF THE SuN--Sir: Way try to

throttle the gréat god Bacchus by seeking to elim-
Inate the saloon-that firmly established Institu.
tion of consolation, companionship and convivial-
ity? Have any of these “shoft haired women and
long haired men” who advocate a doomed cause
over tasted a4 morning cocktall or An eveaing hot
Scoteh? Do they know the Intéllectual exaltation
of sevéral highballs, or the sane and satiafying
opiimism of aumetous Deers’ In iteraturs the
rum power is unceasingly pralsed from Horace to
Henley. Man will continue to drink and to get
drunk despite all fodlish acts of legialation, for the
dootrinés of Omar are deeply Implanted in bis
breast and have thelr foundation in the philosophy
and psychology of the race, In his hours of dejec-
tion or elation spirituous liguor is one of his most
precious gifts, and the saloon 18 ite dispensary.
Fanatical zeal will never uproot it, nor will carrie-
pationalized communities hasten Utopla.
PENLADESLPHIA, February 13, AxEnos,

Joo and J. Fraakilis.
To ™ME EDITOR OF THE SUw~Sfr’
We want a fghting ticket, boys, that nobody can
ek,
As strong as flawiess steel and stome, not weak
erumbly brick, ’
In the West's & monaster Cannon, in New Jersey
there's a Fort— '
What chance on earth “‘galast them could have the
Demnocrats’ cohort?

Hurrab! Hurrah! Hurrab!
and for Foryt

The Fort will brave all onslanghts, the Cannom
fAerce rewoik;

Aad when the smnke of hattle clears and the grimy
sweat we nop

The Port, ail who's, will grandly loom, with the
Uanoson still on top.

TLLINOIS JRASETITE,
East ORaxas, N, 4., February 4

Hurrab! For Cananon

STATE RATLROAD RATES AND THE
ELEVENTH AMENDMENT.

To Tar Eprron or Tus Bux—Sir: The
State officials in some sections of the coun-
try have been indulging recently in a ouri~
ous fallacy concerning their claime to es-
tablish the prices of transportation. They
seek to be practically untrammelled by the
courts in the exercise of a power to experi-
ment upon these properties with legisla-
tive rates of fare and freight. They rest
this concrete position upon the immunity
afforded by the Eleventh Amendment from
suit by an individual or a corporation against
a State of the Union. Upon this theory
their legislation has aggressively injected
the executive and judicial action of officers
of theso States into the enforcement of their
rate enactments. They assert that the
provisions for summary arrests and fines
by these officlals interpose the State iteelf
as the acting party in these prosecutions.
Upon this basis they disclaim the power
of the United States courts to enjoin those
proceedings by the State administrative
or magisterial inoumbents.

The Eleventh Amendment is certainly a
stain upon our oonstitutional history, and
by assisting States to repudiate their debts
has furnished an example for much of our
corporate delinquencies, But the amend-
ment cannot be made available for the pur-
poses now attempted. BSuch efforts have
'bun made in the past and have invariably

The principle governing this subject has
been summarized in this phrase: The
Eleventh Amendment may be used by the
States as a shield of defence but not as a
weapon of attagk. This basic principle,
controlling the qualified immunity from
suit, has been applied to the United States
Government. In the famous Arlington
case the SBupreme Court held that the offi-
ocers in charge of the Lee property poe-
seased it as individuals and could not jus-
tify their trespass upon the estate by fall-
ing back upon the orders of the War De-
partment or of any other branch of the
Federal Government. The execution of a
writ of ejectment was prevented only by
compromise.

The logio of this rule cleaves through the
superfine effort of Legisiatures to inter-
pose the weight of their bodies politio
against the assertion of oconstitutional
rights. In the view of Federal law it is
John Bmith and John Jones who arrest a
railroad agent for not selling tickets at the
legislative prices, though those individuals
may be supported by all the majesty of
Alabama represented by her commissioners
or sheriffs or justioes, Upon this principle
injunctions have been granted against the
imposition of reduced rates shown to be
deprivative of property. And where the
railroads have been tenacious of their
rights no evasion or obstruction of the
Federal court orders has been allowed to
prevail. The claim that the United States
is impotent to interfere with criminal pro-
ceedings by a State has been overruled
when those proceedings involve rights of
property protected by the F nth
Amendment. The same fate ns to
the suggestion that the railroads must first
run the gamut of the State courts before
proceeding to Washington. The United
States determines ite own course of judicial
procedure. and pursuant to that power
Congress has authorized preliminary in-
junctions. When the Judges hold that
the experiment of the legislative tariff
for railroads appears prima facie to be
illegal, no device is available for the States
to interpose their non-justiolable charaoter.
While the State officlals are nominally de-
fendanta, they are substantive plaintiffs,
enguged in aggressive measures, for assist-
ing which the Eleventh Amendment is non-
available.

It is true that the absence of the Eleventh
Amendment would enable the United States
courts to enjoin the States by name, in-
cluding all their agents, from exeécuting an
invalid statute. The campaign which has
been recently inaugurated in some States
to embarrass the execution of Federal pro-
test has rested merely upon physical con-
trol of the roads and their employees, and
upon the omniprésent location of State
officials. The neceasity of resorting to in-
junctions against these numerous individual
officials does involve delay and smbarrase-
ment. But with the determination of the
Supreme Court in one test case this dis-
graceful species of petty legal warfars will
be annulled. Epwarp L. ANDREWS,

New York, February 14.

“Rebullt at Sea.”

To 1ae EpiTor or THE SUN~Sir: The tale of
the ship whose engines were “rebullt at sea™ ¢on-
talas so many technical errors that I take the lib-
erty to correct them. It is not unusual fof triple
engines to lose the ald of the Intermediate eagine
from one cause or another, but it occasions very
litsle delay and no reconstruction of aay sort. It
is only necessary to disconnect the “big end” of
the connecting rod from the crank pin, swing it ous
from the shafs and trice it up strongly to the frame,
shore up the crosshead In the guides top and bot-
tom at half stroke, make all fast and go abead.

The engine will then function just as well as It
the Intermediate was not disabled. Iis valve gear
being in place admits ateam as defore into the
intermediate and exhausts into the compound
through the same ports—| say “compound.,” but
really into the jow pressure cylinder, which makes
it compound, The consumption of steam will be
much greater than before, but there ls 0o récon.
struction needed and nothing lke ten days ex-
pended in dolng the work.

It Is possible that the engineer used the word
“disconnected” in speaking of his engine and i
was misconstrued Into  “reconstructed.” This
refers to the common form of triple, but In some
engines the sequences of the cylinders are different,

EapEsT P. WATSON.

ELizaBRTH, N. J., February 1.

Dangers of the Great Olty.

T tAe Eprror or THN SUN--Sir: The Police
Commissioner does not eaforce the sidewalk clean -
ing ordinance, There are streets In New York
from the sidewalks of which the snow and lcn have
not been removed since the first snowstorm, and
you take a chance la walking on them,

As for the crosswalks, the new Street
Commissioner forgot to look up the Warlag and
Woodbury rules. They gave the crosswalks atten-
tlon for the people’s comfort. If the Commissioner
doesn't wake up balf of the people will have brokea
Hmbs, Resonn,

New Yorm, February 4.

The Third Term.
You'd better write & message
As often as YOu osa
And snuggle up to labor
And whack the wealthy man,
The times are véry wwoublous,
There lan't any doudt:
The Bogy Term won't git you
Ef you
Doa's
Watoh
Out.

You'd better thrice refuse It,
As Cesar used to do,
And make the mooted project
More promioens 10 view;
You'd better stick o limelighs
And watch what you're about;
The Bogy Term won't git you
Ef you
Don't
Wateh
Out.

Aad then (o clinch the matter

When It Is getting hot
Just travel 16 Chicago

And be right on the spot.
That vigilant procedure

Wil ratse a joyful shout—
The Rogy Term won't git you

L’ you .
Don’t
1 Wateh
Out,
“ MGLANDBURGR WiLSON,
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CELTIO NAMES.
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Some Remarks by & Friend of Their Angie-
Saxeaifoatlen.

\

To tas Eomron orF Tax Sun—Sir: An
Irishman named James MoGillicuddy recently
applied to some court in this city to have his
name changed to McGill. In my opinion

svidently become Mmbued
with sound Anglo-Saxon common sense, bub
he should have gone the whole gamut and
dropped the foreign and unmeaning “Mo.”
It is utterly impoasidbie for an English spesk-
ing man to pronounce two consonants such
as “Mo"~that is, uniess he hus & bhare Hp.

The Irish people (whether they llke it or
not) are part and parcel of the great Anglo~
Saxon race, the Irish being the gsiners
thereby: and the mn:' tl;‘dr mnho this

act and rid themselves their mi
and thelr thetn as W

to oll as to
o T T
A o Ty
iher 'h":fnzd Individual name :
TRty B Sotece
?gll:“y'o “;r man evidently ?.MJ' "Mo’
e i S

T \ t!
e Sl e e
£hi o, Prtiopoes e, aotnd o i
“ah,"or "L a8 in “Jesus," which they pro-

nounce “losa.
‘to Lthe name "O'Sheel,” it is as
o its in_that 1
R R T MK
co an knows o or
guttu lrl-g orm
40 anxious to see name

i) .
i T

Do, 8415 1he natne an
e o
g:":;“;lgﬁsl 2 '!‘.og:{é:l‘n nm o &l
its hideous unpronounceab or else w

& 'suphon!
glﬂon stu

ly it

onollt.-n ore L]
.‘md easy for his fellow Anglo-

ts.

y humble om‘nlon Mr. McGillicudd
action was senaibie in :ooocdnoo w
our superior An1| on ideas a m«nv
t)qgh vity, while Mr. James 's or

I's orouaelzmou w nog:on cal
tndcwos.hl in keeping with t er-
vescent and chimerioal ugce acter.

L. BULLIVAN,

New Yonk, February 14.

The Two Pediers.

To var Epitor or TRR Suw—Sir: Let
these words of Governor Black in his Boaton
speech go to the head of every conseérvative
newspaper in tha country and remain there
for the public good until after the two na-
tional conventions are held:

The two great political parties, once so proud
and militant, are playthings in the hands of two men
whom the Intelligence of the country rejeécts,

Deafened by the competitive clamor of
these pediers of politital nostrums we are
forgétting everything élse. They are like
the rival shoemakers who sought to bring
trade by novel signs. The struggle went
on until one, through a friendly professor,
sought to stump his adversary with the
announcement:

That seemed a poser until the following
counterstroke appeared:

i Ted Jones—Shoemaker-Mens and Womens
: Conscla Recd. 3

Then the erowd sided with Ted. And so
the bidding ‘twixt Bill and Ted goes on.
“How long, O Lord, shall thy servants be
afMicted?”

TWENTY YEARS A DEMOCRAT AND TWENTY
YEARS A REPUBLICAN,
Nuw Yorx, February 14.

Is Mr. W. L. Garrison Hamoriess?’

To tE EoiToR oF THE SUuw—-S31: In to-day's
SUN 18 a lotter from the sédrétary of the American
Froe Trade League, who after quoting from My,
H. E. Miles, chaltman of the taril! commities of
the Natlonal Assoclation of Manufaoturers, that
“the dutlés are mysteriously fncorporated in the
price; the added price adds not a eent to the
value, not a mill to the Goveramest, but forever
swells the jotal of the profits of the manufadtur.
ers”. and m the Young Man Eloquent i the
Semate, that "the [importing) Industries thus
affected have been confused, disturbed and unodr-
tain, and far worse than all this put together, the
whole cost must fall upon the entire body of the
American people, from whom the revenus Is ralséd
to pay the axpenses of the Goverament ™ adds, In
spite of the thoroughness with which they bave
dissembled their friendship: “Te this indictment
of the tariff by its friends.” Tt Is submitted that
nothing but hereditary wroagheadadness could
bave prevented Mr. Garrison seelng the humor of
sush a juxtaposition.

It the seorctary of the Free Trade League had
relled more on observation and less on Introspec-
tion he would have known that no prosperous
manufacturer could be a business friend of the
Dingley tariff, the Intent of which Is to encourage
the financing of a rival establshment, which by
the ald of the latest Improvements In machinery
would successfully cut Into the vitals of his profits,

Nmw Yorx, February 18, N.

Raliread Into Libyan Desert.
From ihe Paii Mail Gasene.

The new rallway which s to bring the ancient
Oases of Kharga into close relation with Egypt
bhas been opened 1o the public. The line, which 1s
some 200 kilometers in length, and had been con-
structed under the ausploes of the Corporation
of Western Egypt, starts from Kbargs Junction,
which Is some five miles from Naga-Hamad!, the
celebrated sugar centre, sud proceeds ihrough
the most barren country. Om the way Sne passes
countiess Roman rulns, and the scenery right along
Is of the most bold, fascinating and varying 1y pe.
For most of the Journey the line follows the old
CATRVAN route. A great deal of diMeculty was en-
countered during the construction, owing to the
presence of imestone and rocks. In several places
the embankment had 10 be built up 1o the level
of the rocks. This was due to the fact that If the
line had plerced the rocks It would have been ren-
dered Impassable at certain periods of the year on
account of the sand, which drifts with the wind
and covers up all apertures on the face of the desert.
The work will result in the addition of & new prov-
ince—that of Western Egypt—to Egypt.

The new provinee I & moss tertile one, and rich
in mineral and stone deposits, and although far
removed from the usual \rrigation ares, It Is pro-
vided with an inexhausiible supply of pure water,
Very shortly the corporason will stars the com-
struction of & rallway to the neighboring Ossls of
Dakhia, where squally valuable products have been
found, and where the lgﬂl‘l“ proapecis are
equally enoouraging.

The Oasls of Khargs was In ancient times called
the Oasls of Keaemet, and is dest known as the
Great Oasis. It boasts a rulned Egyptian temple,
connecrated to the god Amen Ra, which was founded
by Darius I Hystasped \f the Afth gentury B, O,
Political offenders were banished o the cases dur-
ng the Romaa occupation, and there are aumerous
ruins of Roman dufldings. Theére are also the
remalds of A Roman fort,

it is almost imposaible to tell 10 what extens
the two oasss will be adle 10 be develeped. It s
estimated that the Oasla of Khargs has 460,000
teddans (a feddan equals 5.0A2 square yards) and
the Oasis of Dakhla 27,000 feddans of land avallable
for cultvation.

French Family Statisties.
From République Francaise.

The number of families, that 1s 10 say
Bouseholds with or wi % chlldren, is estimated
st 11318000, Of this total 1,804,720 familied have
po children, 2906171 have one cBlld, 2081970
have two children, 1,643,425 have there, 987 392 have
four, 546,788 have five, 337241 bave #ix, 142908
naveseven, 94,720 have elght, 44,728 have nloe, 20 680
have ten, 8,306 have eleven, 3508 have tweive,
1,437 have thirteen, 384 have fourteen, 2490 have
fifteen, 70 have sixteen, 34 have sevemteen, and
finally 45 tamilies bave ¢ighteen or more.

Lancéts to Treat Snakedites,
From the South China Post.

In view of the large number of deaths caused
annually in Burma by snakebite It has been decided
to distribute as widely as possible through the
province the lancets designed by Sir Lauder Brun-
ton for the treatment of saakebite with perman-
ganate of potash, the eMoacy of which, If the treat-
ment Is ai once applied, Is aow sstablished.

The Finish of Maggine
L From the Somerselt Democral,

Muggins Pisher, who went to New York to attead
# Anlshing school, does not finlah very readily and
he will probably be returned o his Somerset Uowe,
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clear conception of the extraordinarily
systematic nature of the surroundings
amid which I was to find my way during
the months to come, and of the precise
point of view from which I was (0 observe
other aspects of French life.”

There is a phrase “walk by the chalk.*
of which we are inevitably reminded s
we read Prof. Wendell’'s account of the
French universities and of his association
with them. It was no easy matter to go
through the marzes of ths system with
accuracy and creditably. Thé journey-
man (and plainly our greatest might rea-
sonably be accounted journeymen there)
has need to proceed with circumspection.
He must not be timid and he cannot be
boia. Something of the wisdom of the
serpent would seem to be caleulated to
be of service to him. Prof. Wendell teils
us: “So far as degrees went—though I had
the prudence not to mention the ciroum-
stance—I was only & Harvard bachelor of
arts; I had never troubled mysslf with

hthe task, practically superfluous at home,
nominally A

of studying for anything higher
Yet, as a professor delegated from Harvard
to lecture in Franoce, 1 l:‘t.ln u;:otu:ly
the equal of professors | versity
of Paris, addressed by them as collégue
and by inferior university officials as
maitre.” Pleasant indesd, but there was
more to do than merely to revel in the -
agreeable feeling. The honored and happy
associate needed to look alive, “In order
to regulate my bebavior it was necessarv
that I should understand my status, almost
as if my position had been in a diplomario
system or a military.” Hence the generous
educational act with the chalk designs.
“This was why my cordial ¢colleague with
the blackboard devoted the first hour of
our intercourse to the lecturs which T
have tried to remember and to summarize
We read again that the result was fortunats
and far reaching. “No friendly service
could have been more opportune. Through-
out my stay in France it threw constant
light on my official relations and duties.”
Prof. Wendell found le¢turing attendei
hy a pleasant eeremony. The arrange-
ments, he tells us, were refreshingly pleas-
anter than anything he had known before.
Little provisions and observances, though
inexpensive and it may be superfluous in
cases, make a body feel as though he
amounted to something. A stern and
intensely democratic nature might socorn
them, but they are calculated generally
to be agreeable. “A comfortable little
room,” Prof. Wendell tells us, “is at the
disposal of the lecturer,where he is expected
to arrive, in frock coat and black cravat, a
few minptes before the hour named for his
public appearance.” He is not left to con-
front this trying moment coldly and alone.
“At precisely the hour in question an im-
pressive being in dress clothes, with a silver
chain about his neck, presents hiraself,
holding & tray on which are a glase, a spoon;
a decanter of water and a saucer containmg
a few lumps of sugar. With these in hand
he precedes the lecturer to the platform of
the hall where the audience is already as-
sembled. Ho places the sugar and water
on the desk—and «f 1 did not personally
bhave recourse to this refreshment it is
poasible that the ingredients remained™an-
changed from November till March-—and he
withdraws for an hour. At precisely the
end of the hour the appariteur, as this
functionary is called, reappears at the little
door behind the platform. You thereupon
bring your lecture to a close. Whether he
bave authority, in other event, to remeove
you foreibly I never ventured e inguire.
At New Year's time I gave him five franes,
by the counsel of one of my who
represented that he would be leased
with less and disconcerted with mere.”

e
to have it borne before you on a tray by
a functionary oceremouniously attired and

wearing a silver chain.
The Harvard 'essor is readily humor-
ous in relating impressions. ng

Peraonad qualities count for something, and
80 at times do political and religious con-
siderations. During the Empiré, I have -
been told, a professor of dowbtful orthodox y
was apt Lo have littls favoer; and during the
period when the government of the Raepub.
llo has been engaged ind: the
Church, obvious devotion to the

faith has not been thought wholly favorable
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