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Senator Foraker for Justice,
When Senator FORAKER opened his

. campaign for the rights of the discharged |

soldiers of the Twentv-fifth Infantry his
opponents charged him with “playing
politics.” He bore these unjust attacks
with patience and dignity and demanded
a fair hearing for the alleged offenders,
The boot is now on the other leg. The
Administration has failed to show that

men of the Twenty-fifth Infantry were |

the offenders and has failed in its efforts
to identify the culprits. It is now re-
ported that the Administration side is
playing politics.

We learn from what appear to be re-
sponsible sources that the supporters of
the Administration are alarmed by the
menacing political consequences of their
attitude. It is said that they will ap-
prove a proposal for the reinstatement
of such of the discharged soldiers as are
able to prove their innocence. It does
not appear that this door of return is to
be opened as an act of justice to men
who have been made the victims of a
hasty and wrongful act. It is no more
than a political device, an attempt to
propitiate those colored voters whose
sympathies are naturally with the dis-
charged soldiers. We doubt the alluring
quality of the bait. The hook is too much
in evidence.

If the Republican party would clear
ita skirts in this matter it must repudiate
the act of the President as far as it can
do so by an approval of the reinstate-
ment bill already introduced in the Sen-
ate by Mr. FORAKER. The proposal that
these men be reinstated only on proof of
their innocence is absurd. How are
they to prove their innocence? The
affair has been as thoroughly investi-
gated as it can be. A civil grand jury
failed to find a case against the soldiers,
An investigation by the Inspector-Gene
eral’s department failed to identify the
offenders. The President’s special com-
mission was equally unsuccessful. A
majority of the Senate committee as-
serted their belief that some of the sol-
diers were guilty, but their verdict was
not in accordance with the evidence,

Had the committee been sitting as a jury |

in & criminal court the Judge on the
bench would have rebuked severely that
majority for its decision.

The Foraker bill for the reinstatement
of the soldiers is based on justice. The
bill reported as forthcoming from his
opponents is at its best a contemptible
political plan, having no other object
than that of vote getting. It is of course
still conceivable that some of these men
may be guilty, but their guilt has not
been shown by all the forces at the dis-
posal of the Administration, and no pains
have been spared in the effort to justify
Mr. RoOSEVELX'S act. Admitting the
possible guilt of a few, a more than
doubtful concession, the innocence of all
except thosd few has been established
beyond any reasopable doubt. Mr.
FORAKER'S bill provides for a correction
of the records, the reenlistment of the
men and the restoration of all the rights
of which they have been deprived by the
President's order. It is probable that
no more than this can be done. Justice
requires that no less shall be done, and
that whatever is done shall be as a mat-
ter of right and not for the purpose of
catching votes.

The Cost of Our Mail Service.

The appropriation for the maintenance
of the United States postal service this
yvear will be not far from $220,000,000.
We shall spend more for postage stamps
than for the army and the navy com-
bined. The cost of the service twenty-
five years ago was about $45,000,000 a
vear. Ten years ago the cost was less
than $100,000,000. An increase of 120 per
cent. in a decade is a rapid pece even for
this country.

A part of this huge advance is due to
increase in the quantity of matter hane
dled, notably the quantity of printed
matter, and a part is due to the in-
troduction and extension of the rural
delivery system. Mail is now distributed
through more than 65,000 post offices, and

" more than 200,000 people are employed in

the Post Office Department. The railways
get about $45,000,000 a year for carrying
the mails; more than $25,000,000 is paid for
the carrier service \n cities, and about
$35,000,000 is paid for rural delivery.
More than $25,000,000 is paid as salaries to
postmasters, and about $18,000,000 is paid
to railway mail clerks. Assistant post-
masters, clerks, messengers and janitors
take about $30,000,000.

Our mail service Is a costly but indis-
pensable institution. Whether it is un-
duly costly, whether the country is or
is not being robbed, is a question which
asems difficult of determination. On the
floor of the House a few days ago Rep-
resentative LLoyp of Missouri made a
qualified assertion that since 1880 “the
people of thia republic have been robbed
of seventy millions of dollare.” There
is, however, another side to such alle-
gations. The point of proper economy
Ia of course important but in the matter

of our mail business the question of cost
is really less important than the question
of , and on the whole the ser-
vice is efficient and satisfactory. There
is occasional trouble, mail is sometimes
lost, delayed or missent, but such expe-
riences seem rare when consideration is
given to the extent of the service and
the billions of pieces handled in the
course of & year. The fuss that is made
over a lost or delayed letter, paper or
magazine only shows the general safety
and promptoness of mail transmission
and delivery.

Mr. Hearst Serves Notice,

Mr. HEARST has served notice upon all
concerned that his Independence part
will not support Mr. ROOSEVELT or Mf,
BRYAN or Governor JOHNSON or any-
body but its éwn candidate for Presi-
dent, for whom “it is going to vote with a
strength and a heartiness of numbers that
is likely to be a revelation to the older
and sadder political organizations,”

If Rooseveltism and Bryanism, two
forms of essentizlly the same wild and
disastrous mania f3r political agitation,
should triumph at Chicago and Denver,
it is conceivable that Mr. HEARST, who,
obedient to a reaction common among
successful demagogues, has grown mod-
erate and even conservative, might not
only poll the vote of his attached follfhw-
ers, but also become in every State the
{ refuge of the indignation and despair
of many American citizens whose busi-
ness or livelihood has been ruined or is
threatened.

As a plain matter of fact, without ref-
erence to the wider circuit of Hearstian
activities or hopes, Mr. HEARST is at
present an important factor in the poli-
ties of New York.

The German Emperor's Letter
Lord Tweedmouth.

The communication addressed by

Emperor WiLLiaM 11. to Lord TWEED-

MOUTH, First Lord of the Admiralty, is

1o

distrust of Germany in the British public
mind, a result the possibility of which
should have been foreseen by the sover-
eign who wrote the letter and by the Min-
ister who received and spoke of it.
Those who desire to minimize the
| significance of the affair allege that the
London Times, in disclosing the receipt
of the letter and in commenting on ita

supposed contents in an excited way, | maiter of journalism St. Petersburg is as

was simply resorting to a desperate
expedient to increase a dwindling circu-
ilntion and enable it to extricate itself
from financial straits. Others say that
the Emperor's letter was on its face a
personal communication which passed
between the writer and the recipient
in their private capacities, and was not
intended to influence the official acis
of a Britirh Minister. Still others main-
tain that Emperor WiLuiam I1., holding
the honorary post of Admiral in the
British Navy, was thereby entitled to
address himsell directly to the head of
the British naval department, instead of
confining himself to the normal diplo-
matic channels for the transmission of
his views, Mr. ASQUITH, speaking in
the House of Commons on March 86,
declared that whatever intention may
have been imputed in certain quarters
to the writer of the letier, the intention
could not have been fullilled, because
on February 18, when the letter was
received, the Cabinet had come to a
final  decigion concerning the naval
estimates of the vear.
l However true these things mayv be,
‘ they are beside the point. The motive
| which may have prompted the Times to
reveal the incident is irnmaterial. There
is no doubt that in their private capaci-
ties the Emperor WiLLiam and Lord
TwEEDMOUTH have a right to engage in
correspondence, but it scarcely follows
that the subject of the correspondence
might properly be naval questions, in
view of the fact that Lord TWEEDMOUTH
as First Lord of the Admiralty is di-
rectly responsible to Parliament and to
the British people for Britain's naval
programme and policy. Then, again, if
the fact that the Emperor happens to
be an honorary Admiral in the British
navy authorizes him to discuss, explicitly
or by implication or imference, with the
head of the British naval department
Britain's naval estimates, it is patent
that the sooner the practice of bestow-
ing such posts on foreign sovereigns is
discontinued the better. Mr. ASQUITH'S
statement strikes one as evasive, for
although the Cabinet may have come to
a final decision regarding the naval
estimates before the Emperor's letter
was received, those estimates had to
obtain the approval of the House of
Commons, and it would not have been
surprising or unusual if in the course
of a long debate an amendment reduc-
ing the proposed expenditure had been
offered and if the Government, yielding
to Lord TWEEDMOUTH'S influence, had
accepted it.

The text of the letter has not been
published, and we do not see how it can
be without the writer's consent. All
that Lord TWEEDMOUTH has yet said
about it for publication is that the
communication was purely personal
and contained no reference to “the
British naval estimates.” Those who
have seen the letter or heard it read,
however, say that it was an attempt
on the writer's part to allay any appre-
hension that might have been caused by
Germany's “four Dreadnoughts a year”
naval programme. The writer may have
confined himself, as he is reported to
“have done, to proving that the strength
of the German war fleet at the present
time is only one-fifth that of the British
navy, that any hope of rivalling Brit-
ain's sea power would be absurd, and
that the sole aim of Germany's naval
expansion is to keep herself abreast if
not a littie ahead of either France, Japan
or the United States. Admitting this to
be a true account of the purport of the
letter, we must still recognize that the
effect of the Emperor's statements, if
accepted by the recipient, would have
tended to incline the latter to perceive
no immediate necessuny for any consid-
erable additions to the Eritish fleet. It
is idle to say that the Emperor had con-
ceived no such intention. An intelligent
man must be held accountable for the
obvious effect of his words,

The gist of all that can be said aboug
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regrettable because it tends to rekindle |
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the incident, until the letter shall have

beea published or uatil’ Lord TWEED-
MOUTH shall have made a full statement
in the House of Lords, is that both the
writer of the communication and the
recipient who divulged its purport were
guilty of indiseretion. =

The Poets’ St. Petersburg of the
South.

The Florida St. Petersburg must have
been named by some humorist who loved
oontrast. “St. Petersburg and Pinellas,
Peninsula have the finest climate in
America”: this is the legend written large
in letters of the deadest black on the
front of our not-enough-to-be-esteemad
contemporary the St. Petersburg Times.
In a State packed with the finest cli-
mates in the world such an assertion is
by no means hyperbolical, St. Peters-
burg, which from the picture of her on
the front aforesaid seems to be two or
three times the size of Naples and to
have probably a much abler bay, has
charms besides her climate. A Tew of
these are given in a long chimney slop-
ing down pyramidally®n one side. This
is the chimney top:

“Two banks.
One baraar,
Two dalries,
Two saloons,
Two theatres,
Two bakeries,
A publiec park.
Two art stores,
A G. A. R. hall.
One ice factory.
Fight churches.
Six resiaurants.
Two shoe shops.
Eighteen hotels,
Three nurseries.
Two wood yards.
TwWo newspapers.
One musie house.
Two boat liveries.
One Oriental store,
Three drug stores.
Three curio stores.
Two bieycie shops,
A modern hospital.
Two livery siabies,
One barrel factory.
Free mall dellvery.
One steam laundry.

One remnant store, |

One candy kitchen.” |

And so on down to the broad base of |
*the best schools in Florida, graded and |
high school, normal and industrial departs |
ments, literary societies,” &ec. In the |

distinguished. Thus Editor STRAUB of |
the Tunes, a lover of the City Beauti-
tul, writea good humoredly of his rival,
Brother POWELL:

* Hlegs the gizzard If not the bheart and brala

of the Indeprndent's editorial lobster!

“ As & printer ue has perbaps few superiors In
the country. As a hustier he certainly Is not ex
celled in Florida, And as a printorial prevaricator
he probably is not equalied on earth. But there
the limliations come In, and somebody ought to
try to Induce him to refrain from™rying to break
through them. Those occasional heavy editorials
are awful "

But for us the glory of St. Petersburg !
is its poetry and song. The town and |
its papers run over with them. At tho|
Grand Social Rally of Wolverines “Mich- |
igan, My Michigan,” is sung with fervor. :
At the New England Picnic in Veteran !
City is read a long poem, worthy of the

| prondest davs of JAMES BYRON ELMORE

and Isaac MiutoN MOYER:

|
= S0 wonderful isa New ¥agland, as all the worid |
knows, {

That seven nations were sifted, its seed tosow, |
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f‘.l CATHOLIC CHURCH.

vague, undefined
1 trust that this is the last time that I
shall intrude upon Tus Sun's kindness
to answer the learned historian. But this
once 1 desire to state that unless Professor
Goldwin Smith is willing to proceed by
the methods and laws which govern a dis-
oussion of this kind, and in a manner be-
fitting the subject, it is a waste of time
and an abuse of your valuable space.

Whether or not the Jesuits were respon-
sible for the Franco-German war is irrele-
vant. It has no bearing upon the question
before your readers. Let Goldwin Smith
state his point of view or ideal of Catholicity,
and let him compare its historical develop-
ment with that idea and show wherein it
has failed to substantiate its claims and for-
feited its right to be heard by the human
race to whom it makes its appeal. Let
him show wherein, in spite of what he
oalls the efforts of papal autocracy, Catho-
licity does not represent Christianity,
either in spirit or in teaching.

On the other hand, if, as he claims, he is
in sympathy with Catholicity and his only
war is with the papaoy as an institution
or with the ifiproper (?) development of
that institution in the past, then let him
unfold a plan of a Catholio eoclesiastioal
institution with a papacy according to his
own ideas or with the papacy left out.

We believe that the Catholio Church as
a system of philosophy and theology, as a
civilizing power in the world, and as a
representation of the Christian religion
has a claim upon mankind at large, but
specifically so upon men of the learning
and culture of Professor Goldwin Smith.
Let him give his reasons why he continues
to remain outside of the pale of the Roman
Catholic communion. Thus we shall have
all his views in a nutshell, and we shall be
able to deal with the subject intelligently
and in @ manner that will render justice to
all concerned.

If the learned professor feels that this
task is too much of a mental strain, or is
disinclined to follow this programme upon
personal grounds best known to himself,
I shall of course have to abide by his de-
cision, but 1 believe that 1 then shall be
entitled to ask him, as | do here and now,

| to desist from general attacus upon the

Church. If he is unwilling or unable to
answer these questions, then he should

]

UP AND DOWN MADEIRA.

Roms, February 20.—No drop curtain
at any theatre which I have seen was

uary.

very boldly beautiful, but here
Nature, if she bad taken a hint from art,
cortainly bettered her instruction.
During the waits between acts at.the theatre,
while studying the magnificent painting
beyond the trouble of the orchestra, 1 have
been chiefly impressed by the splendid
variety which the artist had got into his
picture, where the vast frame lent itself to
his passion for saying everything, but I
remembered his thronging fancies as meagre
and scanty in the presence of the stupen-
dous reality before me. 1 have, forinstance,
not even mentioned the sea, which swept
smoother and smoother in toward the feet
of these precipices and grew more and more
translucently purple and yellow and green,
while a score of cascades shot straight
down their fronts in shafts of snowy foam
and ovar their pachydermatous shoulders
long reaches of gray vines or mosses
streamed and hung. To the view from the
sea the island is all, with its changing capes
and promontories and bays and inlets, one
immeasuruble mountain; and on the after-
noon of ourapproach it was bestridden by a
steadfast rvinbow, of which we could only
se® one leg indeed, but that very stout
and musculay.

There were breadths of dark woodland
aloft on this mountain and terraced vine-
yards lower down; and on the shelving
plateaus yet further under-the heights that
lost themselves in the clouds there were
scattered white cottages; on little levels
close to the sea there were set white villas.
These, as the ship coquetted with the va-
garies of the shore, thickened more and
more, until after rounding a prodigious
headland we found ourselves in face of
the charming little city of Funchal -long
horizonsal linea of red roofs, ivory and
pink and salmon walls, evenly fenestrated,
with an ancient fortress giving the mod-
ern look of things a proper media-val touch.
Large hotels, with the air of palaces,
orowned the upland vantages; there were
bell towers of churches, and in one place
there was a wide splotoh of vivid color
from the red of a densely flowering creeper
on the side of some favored honse. There
wans an acoeptable expanse of . warm brown
near the quay from the withered but un-
falling leaves of a sycamore shaded prome-
nade, and in the fine roadstead where we
anchored there lay other steamers and a
leaden colered Portuguese warship. I
am not a painter, but I think that here are
the materials of a water color which almost

refrain from casting reflections upon a | any one else could paint. In the hands of

great institution whose essential life
unwilling to comprehend.
PATRICK FRANCIS O'HARE,
BrookLyN, March 5.

he is

NAVAL HOSPITAL SHIPS,
Suggesied Rules for Thelr Navigation,

From the Army ana Nawy Tournal.

1. Hospital ships under way wiil permanently
fiy the signal “Disregard my motions got under
control
“ 2 At night they will display red. yellow, green
and blue lights similar to those In drug store
windows.

3. On sighting & hospital ship at sea vessels will
€0 at once (o colllsion quarters and steam rapldiy
Ia the opposite direction

4. No vessel will approach a hosnital ship nearer

and then with extreme cautlon
5. Attemipts 1o pass hospital ships are sideily

prohibited Vessels meeting hosplital ships In nar
row warers will go full speed astern untll the pas

| sage Is cleared
6. Commanders of vessels in the vielnity of a
hospital ship during fog will ecarefully obserye the

| reguiations forbidding proveling or reproachful

words, gestiures or menaces toward persons In the

| naval service

No other couniry has so marvellous a spot, |
So glorious & record as "Old Plymouth Roek

What history records such Pligrim Fathers,
And equally noted, such Pligrim Mothers?
Never did England make a greater blunder
Than when she cast the Pligrims asunder.”

But, after all, this is only an exotic |
flower. The indigenous plant of poesy
blooms incomparably in “From the
Cradle to the Grave"™—in St. Petersburg.
And first' the infant:

“ At St, Petersburg's milk depot, we will buy some
milk to feed him,
For he must have milk If he would thrive and
grow:
And perhaps we'd better siop & minute at the
Kandy Kitchen,
For the littie folks like candy, as you know.”

Last of all this strange, eventful his-

tory:
“ Now, the fiving years, they alip away so very,

very swiftly,

That before he knows [t he is growing old,

And the many ills that flesh Is helr to, he begins
to realize;

But there's doctors in abundance, we are toid.

But when they have done their best and tell Mm
that they cannot heip him,

And he has to leave this earth for worlds unknown,

We will call O, B. McKaNzi®, who wiil finish up

the business,

You can get bim, night or day, upon the ‘phone.”

Not only the finest climate but the
finest poets in the world.

For General the Hon. AaNgs M. Dunwg,
principal of the primary department of Public
Schoot 165, we beg leave to express assur-
ance of our esteemn and admiration. She
not only mobilized her army of children
into perfect form for prompt retreat, but
finding the red enemy not pressing too
hotly snatched time to rescue her stores
and eqyipment before giving final com-
mand for the recession. Also when the
war correspondents swarmed to her head-
quarters General DUNNs asked only that
to her subordinate officers credit be given
for the masterly movement of the army.

L ]
The New Jorsey Auntomobile Law.

To ras FEoiron or Tmm SuN—Sir: With the
Jersey tunpel in operation and all this speech-

7. In event of two hospltal ships meeting while
steaming In opposite directions divine service will
be held on both

8 When hospilal ships eollide the one com-
manded by the Junior surgeon will sink first,

# Hospiial ships which have been at sea for
three day s without being heard from will be con-
sidered lost and next of kin notified.

10. Hosplial ships colliding with buoys. harbor
marks or lightships will notify the Bureau of Med|-
vine and Surgery.

11. The position of the hospital ship in fleet for-
mation IS at 3,000 vards interval 10 port of the flset,
In case she essays 10 reduce this the eutire fleet
will execute “ships right” without signal.

12. A green peansnt will be holsted by the flag-
ship wheneyer Lhe rhythmic deviations of the hos-
pital ship from the prescribed course exceed
45 degrees.

13. he Beet will not enter port until Its hospital
ship has first entered and been securely moored,

14, Upon the entrance of & hospital ship iato
harbor vessels at anchor will siip thelr moorings
and endeavor not to be sunk in the channel,

15, In time of war hospital ships will crulse as
near to the enemy’s vesaels as possible,

16. In ®very communication to the Bureau of
Navigation the commanding officer of a hospital
ship will specifically state whether or not his ves-
sel Is aground, and {f so, where,

17. Commanding oMcers of hospital ships under
salling orders will not atiend expectant family
cases on shore.

18. Hospital ships, aithough navigated by mer-
chant masters and crews, will not be furnished with
papers, will resist search by foreign boarding om.
cers by all means at thelr disposal, will refuse pay-
ment of port dues and decline to observe customs
regulations; but If arrested for piracy or as Aostes
numani generis no responsibiliity whatever will be
assumed by the Navy Departwnent.

Growing Amazement.

To e EpiToR oF TRE SUN~Sir: It ie
about time a hait was called in this matter
of a Cabinet officer running around the coun-
try for months trying to elect himself Presi-
dent. If Taft way do this, why not any
clerk or letter carrier? Was this practice
known before the civil war, or, indeed, even
under Cleveland? Do the papers dare to
oppose it? What kind of a reformer. is Mr,
Roosevelt? Did he ever object to any ex-
penditure or proposed expenditure?

TroMAS WETMORR.

Bostox, Mass., March 7.

The Timber Cut.

According to the value of timber cut in 1908 the
ffteen States leadiog in lumber products were:

making about “further ifg the bonds be-
tween your great State and our great Siate.” les
us reflect upon the disgustingly unfalr Jersey
automoblie law.

The Jersey motorist can come to New York and
tour through New England without any additional
expense for licenses. FHis Jersey license carries
him through on tour. But It does not work both
ways, and when the New York or New England
motorist wishes to tour in the Jerseyman's dinky
litsle State he must buy a Jersey license. He
ocan't even run over 1o Newark for a day or through
to Philadelphia without that Jersey number hasg-
i=g out behind, and be must pay for It

What's the matier with altering our automoblie
law 5o that we extend courtesles to those who ex-
tend them to us® This would let the relations be-
tween New York and New England motorists re-
main as they are and punish those who punish us.
It she Jerseymen find It agreeable to “stick” us for
going Wrough thelr sovereign State Jet us stlek
them for golung through ours. We would he the
gainers Pravise MotTonisr,

Nuw Yomrx, Mareh 7.

"The Measure of Ardor.
Jullet had just told Romeo not 1o swear by the
moon.
“Then,” e cried, “1 love you as much as a statess

man does Labor before election.”
Herewiih abbe fell into bis arma, - i

Washington. . 962,162,340 | Texss......... 26,111 847
Louisiana ... .. 46,400,490  Oregon ... 22388073
Wisconsln. ... 39907 300 | Calitornia.. ... 20,728,799
Michigan 33357583 | N. Caroline ... . 19,088 437
Minnesota. 31,243,435 | Maine... - 18,509 204
Mississippl.. .. 30950278 | West Virginia.. 18,245 198
Pennsylvania.. 2 804,200 | New York....., 17,241 588
Arkansas. ..... 20,067,784

A Song Tor March.
From the Catholic Standard and Times,

A i
He blares his slogan, wild and shrill;
The next, with gusty laughter,
Outsteps the sun ms &s they dance,
And icers aud louls Witk baokward glance
The m:)l'd who‘f:lelo\n dlﬁer.

The light- heart mald
Who foliows, follows after.

He flees her down the lengthening days;
She follows him through woodland ways,
i and vales between,

d
g of tender green;
And when her breath nm-n-d the nighs
With promise of the warm ght
omlg June's love and hter,
No

ST T RRAG
m whe lollews atver:’ beine
:TE flgnt neart maid,
Who ws, follows after,”
T % A D,

|

|

a scene painter they might yvield a really
unrivalled drop curtain. | stick to the
notion of this because when the bLeauti-
ful goes too far, as it certainly does at
Madeira, it leaves you not only sated but
vindictive; you wish to mock it.

The afternoon saddened more and more,
and one could not take an interest in the
islanders who came out in little ~~ kles
and proposed to dive for shillings and six-
pences; quarters and dimes would do. The
company's tender also came out, and num-
bers of passengers went ashore in the mere
wantonnesa of paying for their dinner and
a night's lodging in the annex of the hotels,
which they were told beforehand were full.
The lights began to twinkle from the win-

than 000 yards uniess the hospltal ship Is aground, | dows of the town, and the dark fell upoa the

insupportable picturesqueness of the pros-
pect, leaving one to a gayety of trooping
and climbing lamps which defined the course
of the streets,

The morning broke in sunshine, and after
early breakfast the luunches began to ply
again between the ship and the shore and
continued till well nigh all*the first and
second cabin people had been carried off.
The people of the steerage satisfied what
longing they had for strange sights and
soenes by thronging to the sides of the
steamer until they gave her a strong liss
landward, as they easily might, for there
were 2000 of them. At Madeira there is
a local Thomas Cook & Son of quite another
name, but we were not finally sure that the
alert youth on the pier who sold us trans-
portation and provision was really their
agent. Howaever, hia tickets served per-
fectly well at all points, and he was of such
an engaging civility and personal comelie
ness that 1 should not have much minded
their failing us here and there. It was the
first charming touch of the Latin south
whose renewed contact is such a pleasure
to one knowing it from the past. All Portu-
guese as Funchal was, it looked so like a
hundred little [talian towns that it seemed
to me as if | must always have driven about
there in calico tented bullock carts set on
runners, as later I drove about Funchal.

It was warm enough on the ship, but
here in the town we found ourselves in
weather that one could easily have taken
for summer weather, if the inhabitants
had not repeatedly assured us that it was
the season of winter, and that there were
no flowers and no fraits. They could not
if they had wished have denied the flies;
these, in a hotel interior to which we pene-
trated, stmply swarmed. If it was winter
in Funchal it was no wintrier than esarly
autumn would have been in one of those
Italian towns of other days; it had’the
same temperament, the same little tree
planted spaces, the same devious, cobble
paved streets, the same pleasant stucco
houses; the churches had bells of like tone,
and if their facades eonfessed a Spanish
touch they were not more Spanish than
balf the cliurches in Naples. The publie
ways were of a scrupulous cleanliness, as
if with so many English signs glaring down
at them they dufst not be untidy out of
doors, though indoors it was said to be
different with them. There are 3,000 Eng-
lish living at Funchal and everybody speaks
English, however slightly. ' The fresh
faces of English girls met us in the streets
and no doubt English invaltds abound.

We shipmates were all going to the sta-
tiom of the funicular railway, but our tiokets
€id not call for bullock sleds and so we took
a clattering little horse car, which climbed
with us through up hill streets and got us
to the station too soon. Within the closed
grille there the handsomest of swarthy,
black eyed, black mustached station mas-
ters (if such was his quality) told us that we
oould not have a train at once (though we
had been advised that any ten of us
oould any time have a train) hecauss the
cars had all gone up the mountain and none
would be down for twenty minutes. He

a pink and cream colored avenue near by
and admired so much the curtains of red

the flowers, which they be-
us with so little apparent ex-
reward that we promptly gave
lnternational copper coinage
current in Madeira and went back to the

g2

being broken.

The pony engine which was to push our
slanting car over the cogged track up the
mountain arrived with due ceremony of
bell and whistle, and we were let through
the grille by the station master as politely
a8 if we had been each his considered guest.
Then the climb began through the flelde
of sugar cane, terraved vineyards, orchards
of fruit trees and gardeus of vegetables
planted under the arbors over which the
grapes were trained. One of us told the
others that the vegetables were so sheltered
to save them from bLeing scorched by the
summer sun, and that much of the work
among them was done by moonlight to save
the laborers from the same fate. 1 do not
know how he had amassed this knowledge,
and I am not sure that I have the right to
impart it without his leave. 1 myself saw
melons lolling on one of the tiled roofs of the
cottages where they had perhaps been
pushed by the snergetic foroes of the earth
and sky. The grapevines were guiescent,
partly because it was winter, as everybody
said, and partly because the wine culture
is no longer so profitable in the island. It
has been found for the moment that Madeira
is bad for the gout, and this discovery of the
doctors is bad for the peasants (already
cruelly overtaxed by Portugal), who are
leaving their homes in great numbers and
seoking their fortunes in both of the Amer-
icas, as well as the islands of all the seas.
It must be a heartbreak for them to forsake
such homes as we saw in the clean white
cottages, with the balconies and tgrraces.

But there were no signs of depopulation
either of old or young. Smiling mothers
and fathers of all ages, in their Sunday
leisure and their Sunday best, watched
our ascent as if they had never seen the
like before, and our course was never so
swift but we could easily be overtaken
by the children who embarrassed us with
the riches of the camellias which they flung
inupon us. They were accompanied by small
dogs which barked excitedly. Our train
almost grazed the walls of the dooryards
as we passed through the succession of the
one and two story cottages, which dotted
the mountain side in every direction. When
the eye could leave them it was lured from
height to height, and at each rise of the
track to some wider and lovelier expanse of
the sea. We could see merely our own
steamer in the roadstead, with the Portu-
guese warship, and the few other vessels
at anchor, but we could never exhaust the
variety of these varied mountain slopes
and tops. Their picturesqueness of form
and their delight of color would beggar
any thesaurus of its descriptive reserves,
and yet leave their beauty almost unhinted.
A drop curtain were here a vain simile:
the chromatic glories of colored postal
cards might suggest the scene, but then
again they. would overdo it. Nature is
modest in her mosat magnificent moods,
and I do not see how she could have a more
magnificent mood than Madeira. It can
never be represented by my art, but it may
be measurably stated: low lying sea; the
town seattering and fraying everywhere
into outlying hamiets, villas and cottages;
steep rising upon steep, till they reach
uninbabitable climaxes where the woods
darken upward into the everlasting snows,
in one whole of grandeur resuming in its
unity every varying detail.

I dwell rather helplessly upon the scen-
ery, because it was what we professadly
went up or half up or one-tenth or hun-
dredth up the mountain for. Unprofes-
sedly we went up in order to come down
by the toboggan of the country, though
we vowed each other not to attempt any-
thing 8o mad. In the meanwhile, before it
should be time for lunch, we could walk
up to a small church near the station and
see the people at prayer in an interior which
did not differ in bareness and tawdriness

from most other country churches of the |

Latin south, though it had a facade so sat-
isfyingly Spanish, because | suppose it
was 8o perfectly Portuguese, that heart
could ask no more. Not all the people were
at praver within; irregular files of them
attended our progress to give us the oppor-
tunity of doing charity. The beggars were
of avery sort, sex and age, and soms, from
the hands they held out, with fingers re-
duced to their last joints, looked as if they
might be lepers, but I do not say they were.
What I am sure of is that the faces of the
worshippers—men, women and children—
when they came out of the church were of
a gentleness which, if it was not innocence
and goodness, might well have passed for
those virtues. They had kind eyes, which
ssemed as often blue as black, and if they
had no great beauty they were seldom
plain. I wish I could think we strangers,
a8 they gazed curiously, timorously at us,
struck them as favorably.

An involuntary ferocity from the famine
which we hegan to feel may have glared
from our visages, for we had eaten nothing
for three hours, which was long for saloon
passengers. At the first restaurant which
we found, and in which we all but sat down
at table, our coupons were not good, but
this was not wholly loss and we recouped
ourselves in the beauties of the walk by
which we wandered along the mountain
#ide to the right restaurant. At the point
where we were no longer confident of our
way an opportune native appeared and led
us over patha paved in fine pebbles, some-
timesa wrougbt into geometric patterns,
and always through pleasing sun and shade,
till we reached a pretty hotel set, with its
gardén before it, on a shelf of level land
and commanding a view of our steamer
and the surrounding sea. Tropic growths,
which I will venture to call myrtle, olean-
der, laurel and eucalyptus, environed the
hotel, not too closely nor densely, and our
increasing party was presently discovered
from the head of its gteps by a hospitable
matron, who with a ery of comprehensive
welcome ran within and was replaced by
a headwaiter of as friendly aspect and
much more English. He said our coupons
were good there and that our luncheon
would be ready in two minutes: for proof
of the despatch with which we should be
served he held up the first and second fingers
of his right hand. Restored by his assur-
ance, we did not really mind waiting twice
the tale of all his ten fingers, and we spent
our time variously in wandering about the
plateau, among the wonted iron tables and
chairs in front of the hotel, in being photo-
graphed in a fairy grotto behind it and in
examining the visitors’ book in the parlor.
The names of visitors from South Africa
largely pravailed. for the Cape Town steam-
ers, oftener than any others, touch at
Madeira, but there was one traveller’of
kindred race who had written his name in
bold characters above the cry, “Long live
the Portuguese Republic.” Now that the
Portuguese monarachy has ceased to lve
in the person of the murdered King and his
heir, it is doubtful if the health of the po-
mnv:.hl mblﬁn is as great as before.

t bright Sunday morni
shadow of the black event was l:!‘.:t
and we gave our unstinted sympathy to
our unknown corepublican. The luncheon
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the fine air whioh had sharpened ourappe.
tites. Atany rate it allended inan habitial
transaction in real estate by which I hecama
the owner of the place without expropriat-
ting the actual possessor and added it 1o
those oastles in Spain belonging to me i
#0 many parts of the world.

There remained now nothing for us ty
do but to toboggan down the mountain,
and we overcame our resolution not to do so
far enough to go and look at the toboggans
under the guidance of our head waiter,
When once we had looked we were lost,
The toboggans were flat baskets set on
iron shod runners and well cushioned and
padded; they held one, two or three pas-
sengers; the track on which they de-
scended was paved in gentle undulations,
with thin paddles set on edge and greased
wherever the descent found a level A
smiling native with a strong rope attached
to the toboggan stood on each side of it
and held it back or pulled it forward, accord-
ing to the necessity of ihe case. It is !oug
since 1 slid down hili on a sled of my own
and I do not pretend to recall the sensation,
but 1 can remember nothing so luxurious
in transportation as the swift flight of the
Madeira toboggan, which you temper ay
will through its guides and guards, bug
do not wish to temper at all when your
first alarm, mainly theoretical, passes into
the gayety ending in exultant rejoicing
at the bottom of the course.

Our two toboggan men were possibly
vigilant and reassuring beyond the com-
mon, but one waa quite silently #9; the other,
who spoke a little English, encouraged us
from time to time to believe that they wers
“strong mans,” afterward correcting him-
welf conformably to the rules of Portugiess
grammar, which make the adjective agres
in number with the noun, and declaring
that they were “st mans.” We met
many toboggan men who needed to ha
“strongs mans” in their ascent of our track
with their heavy toboggans on their heads:
but some of them did not look strong and our
own arrived spent and panting at the boi-
tom. That is what always spoils pleasire
in this work. Even when you have paid for it
with your money some one else has paid
with his parson twice as much for it, and you
have not equalied his outlay even when yon
have tipped him your handsomest. A
shilling apiece seemed handsome for thoss
“strongs mans,” but afterward there wera
watches of the nights when the spirit grievad
that the shilling had not been made two
apiece orf even half a crown, and [ wish now
that the first reader of mine who toboggans
down Madeira would make up the differencs
for me in his tip to those poor fellows. |
do not mind if he adds a few pénniesforthe
children who ran before our toboggan and
heaped camellias into it, and then followad
in the hopes of a reward, which we tried nos
to disappoint.

The future traveller need not add to the
fee of the authorized and numbered guide
who took possession of us as soon as we
got out of our basket and led us unresisting
to a waiting bullock sled. He invited him-
self into it and gave himself the best of char-
acters in the autobiography into which he
wove his scanty instruction concerning pase-
ing objects. A bullock sled is not of such
blithe progress as a toboggan, but it is very
comfortahje, and it is of an Oriental and lit-
terlike dignity, with its calico cushions and
curtains. One could not well use it in New
York, but it serves every purpose of a cab
in Funchal, where we noted a peculiar
feature of local commerce which I hesitats
to specify sinoe it cast apparent discredit
upon woman. It was, as I have noted,
Sunday; but every shop where things
pleasing or even useful to women were
sold was wide open, and somewhat flaringly
invited the custom of our fellow passengers
of that sex; but there was not a shop where
such things as men’s ocollars were for sale,
or anything pleasing or useful to man, but
was cl and locked fast. I must exoept
from this sweeping st2tement the cafés, but
these should not count, for women fre.
quented these as well as men, as we ascer-
tained by going to a very bowery one on
the quay and ordering a battle of the best
and dryest Madeira. We wished perhaps
to prove that it was really not bad for gout,
or perhaps that it was not better than the
Madeira you get in New York for the same
price. Even with the help of friends, of
the sex which could have been freely buying
native laces, hats, fans, photographs,
parasols and tailor made dresses, we could
not finish that bottle. Glass after glass we
bestowed on our smiliig guide, with no
final effect upon the bottle and none upon
him, except to make him follow us to the
tender and take an after fee for showing
us & way which we could not have missed
blindfold. It was rather strange, but not
stranger than the behavior of the captain
of the tender who when he had collected
our tickets invited a free will offering for
ocollecting them and mostly got it.

When we were safely and gladly on board
our steamer again we had nothing to do
until the deck steward came around with tea
but watch the islanders swarming around us
in their cockles and diving for sixpences and
shillings. With so many all shouting and
gesticulating one could not venture one's
silver indiscriminately; one must employ
some particular diver, and I selected for iny
investments a poor young fellow who hal
lost anarm. With his one hand and his iwo
feet h‘b’wmbd of the ooin I risked, and
1 wiah been many to en-
able him to retire from the Mm'ﬁch aven
in that mild air kept him visibly shiveriog
when out of the water. 1 do not know his
name, but [ commend him to future trav-
ellers by the token of his pathetic mutilation.

By and by we felt the gentle stir of the
steamer under us; the last tender weut
ashore, and the divers retired in their
cockles from our side. Funohal began (o
rearrange the lines of her streets, while
keeping those of her roofs and house walis
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