SRAW PUZZLES THE CRITICS

WHAT DOES HIS PLAY “GETTING
MARRIED” MEAN, THEY ASK,

—— e

Deseribed as Merely Brilllant Conversation
on the Stage—But Shaw Says It Is a
Good Play and Tells Why—Pinero’s
“The Thunderbolt’’ a Disappointment,

LoxpoN, May 16.—The greatest dramatist
and the greatest conversationalist in Eng-
land each treated the public to a new play
this week. The dramatist disappointed
one audience and his oritios, and the oon-
versationalist alternately perplexed and
enraged the other, which is probably just
wha® he intended to do. A play from the
pen of that master of stagecraft Pinero
and a series of brilliant ideas and epigrawne
from that mental gymnast Bernard Shaw
make an eventful dramatic week, even
though both efforts fell far below the stand-
ard hoped for by the followers of their
originators.

In Pinero’s play, “The Thunderbolt,” pro-
duced at George Alexander's Theatre, the
drama is built around a provincial family
in a small town. This is becoming a favor-
ite theme of his, though he has never yet
achieved the marveilous picture of narrow
minded English provincial life which Gran-
ville Barker produced in his “Voysey In-
heritance.”

Pinero locates his family in Singlehamp-
ton. In place of the hypoorisy and Phar-
isaism of the Ridgleye in “His House in
Order,” greed of gold and consequently of
adoial advancement are characteristios of
the Mortimores.in “The Thunderbolt.” All
the principal characters are etched deep in
acid, From the first moment when they
are gathered together in front of us we know
what manner of people they are.

First there is Brother James, the oldest
and most important member, in his own
opinion; a purse proud, domineering man,
the Na of Singlehampton, whose
horizon is bounded by the borders of that
painfully respectable borough. Then there
is Anne, his wife, whose outlook is still
narrower since,it does not extend beyond
the four walls of Ivanhoe Villa. Next
there is Stephen Mortimore, the editor and
proprietor of the Singlehampton Times and
Mirror, whose sole interest in life is summed
up in‘his feud with his rival quill driver
of the Courier. Hia wife Louise is a shrewish
woman whose waspishness Is only limited
by the narrow radius of her sphere for
making mischief and trouble.

There is also Rose, who since her mar-
riage to Col. Ponting has posed as a woman
of fashion in London, but has retained with
singular tenacity all the smallnesses and
pettinesses of her provincial mind and her
unbounded family pride. Finally there is
Thaddeus Mortimore, an amiable, weak
kneed man who has affronted the family
dignity by marrying the daughter of a
grocer and further lowers his prestige
by pursuing the humble calling of a teacher
of musio, and Phyilis, his wife, who though
olever and accomplished has not been able
to live down the stigma of the paternal
store and who through sixteen years of
married life has had to bear constant
daily slights from the estimable Mortimores
and reminders that she has ruined the
life and career of Thaddeus, who is abso-
lutely in love with her and as happy as
constant privation and struggles with
poverty will allow a person to be.

To this family group has come the news
that still another brother somewhat_es-
tm’dfmﬂumhudhdhtuyt‘a.t
leaving & large fortune, or ‘rather thatia
sipposed will in favor of his illegitimate
daughter, Helen Thornhill, cannot be
found. The family eyes are distended with
greed at the thoughts of further fatneas
of purses.

To this edifying assemblage is intro-
duced Helen Thornhill, whose grief for the
loss of bher father is sincere and whose
regret is not that he should have neglected
to provide for her but that he evidently
did not think of her at the last. The dram-
atist’s skill s much at fault here, for one
realizes from the first that there was a will
and just who has made away with it.

Mrs. Thaddeus and the girl become firm

friends and in a passion of remorse and

shame Thaddeus's wife confesses to him
that she stole the will in the hope of better-
ing their fortune, as she cannot endure the
scorn of his family any longer. Horri-
fed at her disclosure .he decides to shoulder
the burden of guilt himself, and at the next
family_conclave to divide the spoils of the
dead brother's inheritance, he hurls a
thunderbolt by dmlarinf that there was a
will and that he stole it. There are dis-
erepanciea in his story and undez the search-
ing cross-examination of Miss Thornhill's
galicitor he breaks down and cannot help
the erime being brought home to his wife.

The Mortimorea behave under this blow
ps we are led-to suppose they would, and
itis the generosity of Helen Thornhill which
rlacates their vindictiveness, 8he pro-
1ose; a scheme of share and share alike
rnd saves Mrs, Thaddens Mortimore from
vaving the legal penalty of her crime,

It is a play which deals essentially with
ta littleness>s of life, not with its great
iga ¢m, Interest centres in the behavior
«f this family under either extreme of
fartune. But there is an exaggeration in
{ y2 e racterdrawingandinevery situation
«)ich leaves one unmoved in the biggest
£oonea,

Mr. GGeorge Alexander as Thaddcua Morti-
intore vacillated between a strong tendency
t» preach and prate and an equally strong
taniency toward violent hysterics when
l.e heard his wife's confession and when he
tonk her guilt upon himssif,

*1is8 Mabel Hackney made the errin
wifa very human in her sensitiveness an
~eaknege. There was an echo of “The
I hief” in the scane between husband and
wife and an echo of “Mrs. Dane's Defence”
in the cress-examination scene.

The play had a very mixed reception
end thou%) the author had sufficient ap-
riausa to
faced boos and hisses from various parts
f the house as well.

The critics for the most part showed dis-
appointment at the play end recalled the
days of “Iris" and “Letty.” But the cast-
iron contract for three months run of his
play which Mr. Pinero has will necessitate
tha continuance of the production even
though public and oritics do not care for

it or patronize it.
Mr. Bernard Shaw's “Getti Married,

a Conversation” first saw the light of pub-
licity in a matinée production at the Hay-
market “Theatre on Tuesday. The first

act dellgmod the audience, the second
perplexed them, while the third infuriated
them, for it them realize that this
‘Ibsen buffoon,” as the French have called
him, was only la hlngu them all the time
and trying to looufust ow much of his bril-
liant nonsense they would stand.

In “Getting Married” the weddl'% is very
imminent for the bride-eleot, Edith Bridge-
north, daughter of the Bishop of Chester,
is putting on her bridal fown.mdtho green-
grocer and Borough Alderman in the per-
son of one William Collins is putting the
wedding cake on the table, and several mem-
bers of the Bridgenorth family, with some
friends, are discussing the situation, them-
selves and thi n general, William
Collina takes & tolerant, easygoing viejy of
marriage.

His wife is what you might call a regular
old hen, he explains, a born wife and mother,
That is why all her children have run away
from home at various times. He would
have run away himself except that he did
not want to hurt her feelings, and she never
oould be made to underatand that married
po&plo should take holidays from one an-

other.
‘How unlike his sister-in-law, Mrs. George
Collina, who left her home five times; but
the men would always brin! her back the
ening and no harm done, 'g:-und-

ring him before the curtain, he s

) m'u maki In this why' Mre,
e oome to a 1ot about men

of all sorta, and it made her interesting and

developad her 0ommon sense. '

Misa Lesbia Grantham, a family friend
oconfesses with pride that she lan wu?.r old
maid and glad of it. Bhe wou ike o
have chiidren, but as the country tells her
she oan't have children wbout . the, house

ithout a great hulking man also about

e house, she would rather do Without
them, chouﬁh it would pay (he country to
ptﬁ her to have children; &o. y

or devoted admirer, General Bricg -
north, is greatly shocked gt these ‘ie.s
and somewhere along he the Bishop
himself inter and has his turn at
conversing. He believes v giving the
devil fair play, which he never gets in Eng-
land, and as far as polygamy is concerned
as the great majority of his fellow subjects
are y gamn! he ¢an't iosalt them by
talking against bi)ol):}umy. Qeneral Bridge-
norih aoccuses him blasphemy, &nd here
the discussion becomes wo animated that
leebia asks the two brothers if they can
never meet without quarrelling.

g is not_quarrelling,
Bishop, “this is English T y life.”

The humorous shop en) yinzh his own
wit apparently goes on tp tell of his letters
from adoring ladies who have heard his
sermons, platonio love letters, aud how
he has told four Prime Ministers that if
they don’t make marriagé laws more rea-

there will be a etrike against the

ocustom.
“I wonder,” he muses, “who will begin
against i &

replies the

the stand
He is promptly answered by his daughter,
Edith and Cyril 8, , the b and bride-

mm elect, who have been reading pamph-
all moming on the subject and have
decided that they want to be let off. their

b.lrclln and not

has w!ﬁ iis drawbaoks
in the family, for & younger
brother, Reginald, has married a girl much
younger than himself en in love
with a 8t..John Hotchkiss and has
arranged to

s divorpe. So the Bishop
is 'ymr. with hie dlthwr and mar-
rhﬁ s assalled on all sides, exceptb
William Colline, who says it is good enoug
in ite way if you are easygoing and don't

much oesn’t bear

ex too from it. It

Bo‘-l:o one m'gguu that they draw tugu-.‘
model marriage contract or nt,

no one of them with m else on
it ahall be for a long
More

B‘M ion en-
sues, which is interrupted by the entrance
of Mrs. George Collins, of the many aflairs,
who of all these baffling individuals is the
T very 008 t thing definite
one something defini
and decisivie from o&n. George. The
charaoters in the play seemed to pin their
faith on her power to settle all their diffi-
oulties and as they talked of hor comstantly
the audience too she would be a
help; but no, she a fine, striking en-
tl"'l‘h d.l:gndol m";::rl.;ug'o gree ta
e n on ’ men
is interrupted for a private Interview be-
tween her and St. JohAn Hotchkiss, who
notwithstanding the Bridgenorth divoroe
episode is in love with Mrs. George. They
have a brilliant epigrammatio conversa-
tion, whioch ends in their agreeing to see
eaoh other, but no sentimeat -is to be al-
lowed—*“at least not yet.”

After this the y has another long
oonversation, this time with the Bishop,
in whioh she confesses to beinf the lady
who sent him the platonic love letters and
finally she caps the climax by going off into
a sort of oonversational trance in which
she gives her views on life and marriage in
prose, poetry and Gospel and voioes such a
mixture of "brilliant and hopelessly oon-
fusing and confused ideas as only a S8haw
could perpetrate. The ourtain goes down
on a last aot whioh leaves the situation un-
solved and every one still in the dark as to
Shaw’s real views.

The play was well acted by an able com-
pany among whom were Fanny Brough
as Mras. George Colline, Henry Ainly as
the Bisho oé Chester and Robert Loraine
as St. John Holchkiss, but even they could
not lend conviction to the theme.

The attitude of the critios was much the
same as that of the audience. They felt
that they were boi? at. Some
said that surely G. B. 8. must have over-
reached himself this time, fo . his pla
- meant nothing at a]); and some insinuat
they were a Jitt]p tired of this being laughed
at and all a'amd.. that.the play was too lon
and absolutely®no;conolusion was reach
as to Shaw's views or those of any of his
characters. > i .

The conversation in the piece was brill-
jant and varied indeed. The science of
comparative religion,the creed of asceticiam,
the disadvantages self-control, the
British army, the English gentleman and
the peculiar functions of the modern Bishop
are some_of the topios which are disoussed
with nro'i‘nsight,and humor, but the give
and take.of “words, words, words" re-
minded one, as Mr. Courtney said in the
Daily Telegraph, of a sort of intellectual

Christy’'s Minstrels entertainment with
several of the characters Ernvely ro-
pounding conundrums which the others
vainly tried to solve.

Mr. Shaw was quite undisturbed by the
critios’ wrath and in his imperturbable
fashion after he had read all they had to

say of him:

YFbr once the oritics have done exaotly
as I said they would and smaid exactly
what I thought they would in respect to
‘Getting Married.’, Of course they should
not have come to see it. They should have
sent their wives, for it is really a good play
and a woman's g:ay. )

“When people have seen 'Getting Married’
over and over again they will have the

atest admiration for it. The only trouble
® it is too short. Any sensible playgoer
will notice that mistake. Howsver, they
can go and see it again and again. They
have that resource.

“The whole explanation of their criticiam
of the play is this: They weré unanimous
in liking the first act beat, the second act
much less and the third act not at all,
They want to know what I mean by the
third act. Well, the firat act is farcical
comedy which tho; understand and like,
the second act is sociological comedy,
which they do not understand or like, and
the third act is dramatic poetry, which is
simply Chinese to them,”

SEEING THINGS AT NIGHT.

Why Objects Assume & Fantasilc and Alarm.
ing Appearaice, '
From the British M#dical Jaurnal,
Every one must at times have asked him-
self why familiar objects in a dim light tend

appearances.

The explanation is to be found in the special
conditions of night vision. The pupils are
widely dilated and, as in the photographic
lens with a large diaphragm, the apparatus
of accommodation can only focus for one
plane. As the faculty of estimating dis~
tances is in great measure lost in the ob-
sourity we cannot focus with precision, and
& blurred uncertain outline i thrown upon
the retina.

Then, too, colors viewed in a fading light
lose their distinguishing bue in a fixed
sequence until a point is reached at which
everything becomes of one uniform gray
tint,

It follows that the images which are trana-
mitted to the visual centres are profoundly
modified in ceolor and outline, and as they
enter the eye through the widely dilated
pupil at an altogether unusual angle the
movement of locomotion gives them a peculiar
mobility.

pretation of sensorial impressions, and when
these present themselves suddenly in an
unusual form they create a feeling of inse-

pulsion. In fact the subject finds himself
advancing automobile}for the first time and
does not know what to make of it,
Imagination aiding, these blurred, mobile
and uncertain images are susceptible of the
most phantasmagorio  interpretation, and
in persons who are not accuskomed to control

intelligence the impressions are accepted as
realition and acted upon accordingly.
Gamekepers and others who are accus-
tomed to night work make allowance for
phenomena of this clies and correet the
visual deficiency by the aid of othér senses,
such as hearing, which -are:.net dependent
on light,

same ev
ing they were too noble to acoept sacri-

to assume fantastic and ofteniimes alarming !

Now, one relies on experience for the intere |

| They'd stop everybody they happened across

curity which finds expression in mental per- |
turbation and more or les aviolent motor im- |

in the position of a horse which sees a rapidly |

sensorial impressions by the exercise of the |

POEMS WORTH READING,

The HMeart and the Seul.
The heart Is a tender woman,
Warm with the dew and wine
OF & passion wholly human
And a pity all divine,

. Sweet In her breath as the flowers

In the sheltered nook and vale;

Her hearth flame lights the hours
When skies are wintry pale,

But the soul is a spirit lonely
That burns with a lame unfed

On the stiil, white helghts that are only
Rose red when the sun s red.

Some who hear her may never
‘To her star cold mountains e,
Hut her far voloe calls forever '
To those In the vales below,
ADA POUTER MURRAY,

* The Weaver of Dreams.
The poet, when | sought the method of his art
Aud Legyged of him his secret to lmpart,
Sald: “Color, rhyme and rhythm, chord on ohord,
And\every magic that may touch the heart,
'l"hue. these are mine, This is ihe poet's part.”

The painter, when | asked of his great skill,
Replled: “Why , color teils itastory. That, the glory,
That and poesy, \magination and a tone

Of mystic music in my plotures—all my own.”

A violinist then | questionad of hia fame,

And how he drew his bow across the strings

To win from them his wondrous harmonies.

He also gave his secret, as of poetry

And color too, and scent of roses, dreams and
ecstasies

Aund deepest soundings of the soul,

And what of “frozea music”™? sald I to a friend.

Does barmony and color maught to architecture
lend?

And grateful odor, has not It a voice?

Is 1t not flowered, fattered, known or sung!

And touch? Has allk or velvet nol a toague?

Purple and fine linen and the cool embrace of lace—

Are vhere no symbols for their soft caresa?

s passion all that feellug may express?

So, last 1 asked a workman of the loom:
“What |8 thine art of knots and wool and stringat
What is the secret of the Orient? What Is
This magic thal its weaving bringe®”

* "Ts color,” once again this dreamer sald.
*"Tis all the melodies of rhytamio art,

“Tis all a pioture spread before your feet:

A poem—but %0 walk upon.

A measure joyous for your feet to tread.

Yoa step on lotus and on tullps, and

Prom Pezsia’s roses pross thelr fragranoe.

At avery step ls velvet sward, and

At thy touch and fingers’ ends-—-what friendei”

Thus, in the Oriental rug, its lovers find
All poems, pictures, sense and songs combdined:
All beauty and expression, knotted, knitted there;
All glory of all arts, all art, beyond compare.
W. D, ELLWANORR,

The Evil Eye,
There's a funny superstition In that land beyoad
the sea
Which I1s noted for ita blue and sunny sky:
You can check a rogue or rascal, whatsoe'er his
deeds may be,
With what might be called the jettatura epe.

I & boor with lron elbows golng up the subway
stalr
Dove ahead and jabbed you rudely In the ribs,
You could stop his brutal progress and jusi leave
him standing there
Could you cast the jettatura on His Nibs,

When some bargaln counter female tried to scramble
up your back,
Or was treading on your “tallor made” and toes,
You eould make her drop her bundles, tear her halr
and walk a crack
1f you almed the jettatura at her nose.

And the Impolite conductor on the trolley car would
think
He was subject for the Morgue or old Bellevue—
You'd but have to eye him closely and just operate
a wink
And the jettatura slience would ensue.
L. S, WATERNOUSER.

An ldyll of North Jersey.
A perfect eve It was in middle May,
The “livelier iris” season of the dove,
When young men's fancies, as the poets say,
Afe lightly turning to the thought of love
(They don't tell how the ladies’ fancies stray,
But leave the proposition as above);
The light of lovelorn, sad Selene's torch,
Late kindled, sought Endymlion—on a poroh.

"Twas not & classic semple’s portico,
For this my tale deals not with classic times,
Their juice had all been squeezed out long ago,
1 value them no more than rickeyed limes,
The rickey gone! 'Tis best -some deem [\ so,
At least -to pralse our own day In our rhymes;
Selene's golden glow now sweetly Alls
North Jersey vales as, once, the Carian hills.

But, ib the ancient fable as It may

Of fortunate Endymion’s long nap,
Our hero was as wide awake as day

Its bright eyed self; and—ah, the lucky chap!—
A malden fairer than the moon mald's ray

Sat close to him-—not quite upon his lap,
And yet 8o close Selene, past a douht,
Wrongside the leafy lattice, wore a pout.

Well, then, d nos moutons: that Is, our kids.

(A little raw? Forgive the pun pedantic!
True Poesy lifts off Convention's llds,

And harness makes our Pegasus quite frantio;
Toturn a rhyme we'd say ca ry a tids,

And not apologize)  But how romantic,
With moonshine, man and mald, the situation
Wherein we've set the scene of our narration’

Now, softly! l.et us creep a ittle nigher,
With curiosity consumed by burning
And eavesdrop on the youth, who speaks with fire
(«‘an drio  noteourparenthetic learning).
The Iaw of love makes every man a liar
(An observation of our own discerning)
What saith this victim of that necromancer?
“This very evening | must have your answer!”

He asks her for an answer n. d, q. -
Was ever so Impetuous petition?
But gives the blushing maid no opportus
Nity to volee assent, nor yet nolition:
Exactly what or yau or we would do,
Could we conceive ourselves in his position,
For twenty minutes arguing like fury,
He glves the case no chance Lo go Lo jury.

“yYour snswer | must have this very night” —

“My parents—-——" “Are not you,” the awift

words follow;

And, though the argument remains polite,

His volce with eagerness Is hot and hollow,
80, he In keen pursult and she in fight,

They play the old game, Daphne and Apollo:
Although, of course, In these dull days and moral
‘There's no such fancy finish as the laurel.

At last the maiden, rising from her chair—

Or bench, | think we called {t—with a Nnal,
Rindly, yet queenly and compelling alr

That agonizes him with tremor spinal
Bids him good night and ieaves him standing there,
Like some chill marble statue of Despalr:

Selene's soft effulgence no it olntment

To salve his bitter wound of disappointment,

O man! O maid! O moon! O sweet bells out of
tune!

O poor disheartened fool! O Correspondence
School

Campalgner—novice- bid bad Fate deflance:
There's many another (needs but self-ra'lance)
‘T'o buy your courses in Domestio Sclence!

E. T. NuLson,

A Royal Revenge.
There was once a king 6f the Cannibal Isles
Acquired the typewriter hablt,
Though far from the centre of fashions and styles,
Without any access to newspaper files,
"T'was a caution the wav he would stab It,
A knocking out messages wordy and long
On every concelvable subject and wronz:

“The Rights of Humanity,” “How to GGet Strong *
And “What Can We Learn From the Rabbit*” -
“Here, take this!” he'd ery to his runners - “Skiddoo!

And read it to every one down in' Who's Who"!"

The runners set out with thelr burdens, perforce, |
For fear they'd be “roasted” and hranded;

Who seemed anybody, and read what the boss
Had written, advised and commanded:

“1ie good and you'll prosper,” “Look out and not in,"

“No man can be happy who's living in sin,”

“He sure that yon'reright, then determine to win™—
And othar receipts second handed -

For a while the inhabitants listened In quiet,

Then suddenly made him a part of thelr diet,

I apeak of the king, whom they cooked to your taste
Apportioning then with a sabre:

“Inthisway,” they argued, “we'resaving the waste,

We swallow direct and with praisaworthy haste
The whole of our late royal neighbor:

No more need we Iahor, (nternret and strive

To understand all that he meant whhe alive,

His wisdom we now wil| digest at one dive,
And save hini the ty pew riting labor” -

Alas' he continved to disagree stil),

As e'er with bissubjecty, and made them all Hl.

V SLIAM WALLACE W NITRLOCK,

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

D et

A fow ?nyi o while iooking over & junk dealer's
of antique arms | came across s fintlook
stol whioh first “appesared to bea one of the

inary varlety. On close examinadon. how-
'a‘. I found certaln marks on the harrel-these
ently bad not been moticed by the dealer, as
the usual coat of rust coveréd them. | therefore
bought the plece at a ridiculously low na:m'.
1 1 \l?‘ gun Ie::: -zprlud l:} auw thnnl'd
AV ang wnale.
The an,"l'p n'&l al all ree u.bulu A to M's
serien of Writings, the whale heing Id iwith
The mouniings are of Hrass, also cn&uved.
e lock ylau bears no date, but is marked an
:‘:l u(l’o( 'I'gn' ::“t 'n':g'ort l.o.:r“‘g"'ldw'“
, v
by the faot lhll‘ e worows nalls are hand-
made. 1§ seems to me that | have seen A
guns with Hke engraving and mounun&. Is there
any authority. on the subject to determina he
wake and age of tbis pistol? ‘
RUTHARFORD IRBLAND.
The plece was referred to Willlam Coventry
Southwiok of this city, an lntérested student of this
typo of small arm and the popsessor of a valuabile
tollection. 1t proved to be of a make quile new to
him, and bhe examined It with jnterest. He has
kindly comsented to make this report on the plece.
While it In beyond doubt Turkish, he thinks that the
lock s English, or more likely Frenoh, slnse cortaln
marks pecullar to English makers do not appear.
A3 1o the age of the arm he canhot venture any
opinion, but the forged screws and the general com -
ditlon denote great age. He reads the lotters on
the lock plate as “G. B.—Luego,” but the meaning.
which they are intended to convey Is unknown.
Luego doen not appesr as a place name Ia that form
or in the forma as originally read, and beyond that
Ita use would be quite obsoure. The possibility
that it might have been Fuego before It was worn
down paturally suggests iaself, but It |s by no means
clear why any armorer should engrave ihe fre
designation on what s clearly a firearm. An
authoritdtive work on the anclent history of the
pistol would be greatly gppreciated by an enthuai-
sutic group of collectors In this olty.
1 have sent over to AMu—m a friend w
3-.:‘:\0&: .thoml;u uu: IDMI‘GI universa)
it :l ng of one o nurm.lw

|s fami-
on the
rinted

plantation melodies, o see e
oA AR o AR
5 iRat
English, verse Is this: e 9
Hily a gzpnln Just In o
Juba dis, Jubs aat,

rubert, cinnamon , Jubs, )
poasibly whoop u.::y.’ e Juner! m“‘b

This should prove an Interesting line of Inquiry.
But what is the language spoken universally on the
weat coast? There ls a host of diverse languages
on the Guilnea coast, each with lts own narrow
boundaries. Only two languagee approzimate
universality, the Krooboy palaver and the Haussa.
The Krooboy palaver Is a plcturesque jargon, the
largeot element English, a little thread of Portu
guese and very scant African materials. It has
come Into general use wholly since the abolition of
the Middle Passage, and for thatréasom as wellas for
its structural relasion It wil probably shed no light.
The Haussa Is a true African speech whioh has been
now extended far beyond its natural bounds lo serve
as a irade lsmguage batween Africans of allen
tongues and between Europeans and Africans of
all sorts, A careful search of Its most recent die-
tionary has been made without shedding any light
upon the foregoing words, which, however, It s
fair to assume are dilapldated African. “Cinna-
mon see” likewise appears In “Dixle”; In the Hop-
kins broadside 1t appears as “cimmon seed.” in
the later texts as “clunamon seed.” From some
forgotten source It ls also recalled as “sinnamisee.”

‘The words 1o whioh 1 am directing ll}ﬂumy are
an
LT, G, 4

During a recent discussion of the new light
opera, “Pled Piper of Hamelin,” the claim was made
that the legend was of German, Scandinavian and
Danish origin respectively. H. G. FREXCA.

The story Is famillar to English readers through
Browning's poetical version of the legend. Iis
origin 1s German and of the Saxon stock in Ger-
many. In Its briefest gulse it appears in much
the following form in
kon.” 1In June, 1284, a plper turned up In Hamein
who pledged himself for a certain sum to drive ail
the rats out of the towh and Into the Weser. By
the blowing of his plpe lhe performed his contiraot
to the letler, but the town withheld his pay. So
the naxt Sunday, June 26, while the people were
at church he piped a tune that drew all the Hamein
chbildren from their homes and led them (o lhe
Koppelberg mountain, which opened bezfore them.
Only two chlldren were saved to Hameln, for they
came late and when they reached the mountain
it bad already closed, The scene now makes a
sudden leap to T'ransylvania, where a litthe later
the pipar and his train come to view and become
the founders of the Saxon colony of Siebenblrgen.
Some students of history trace this legend to an
origin In the slege of Hameln by, the town of
Sedemfinder In 1250 and Its capture by the Bishop
of Minden; others llnk 1t up with a memory of a
children's crusade; the probablé ezplanation s
that 1t s based upon an Imperfectly comprehended
epitaph found on the Koppelberg. The whole sub
ject has been dlligently discussed by Melnardus,
“Der historische Kern der Hameler Rattenfinger
sage” (Hannover, 1882),

At the west end of the Sound, and especlally at
such places as Oysier Bay, Glen Cove aud Sands
Point, L. 1., 18 frequertly heard a sound resembling
distant thunder or the report of large guns. This
Is a very frequent occurrence and al limes when
there are no s.gnsof tnunaerstorms, and | would
ke to know Wiat these sounds really are. | have
been toid that ju lnd\a there Is a similar phenomenon
and they term (he nolses “barasol guns.”

F. D, SRERMAN.

The auestion Is very obligingly answered by Prof.
Alfred Judson Henry eof the Weather bureau a
recognized authority. The sounds avidently be-
long to a class of selsmic nolses known under dif-
terent names In different parts of the world. On the
coast of Holland they are known as “MistpoufTers”;
In the delta of the Ganges as “Barisal Guns™: in the
United States we have the ' Moodus" noises in Con-
nectiout, the, rumbling and shaking preliminary
to landslides In North Carolina and Peans) lvania.
Faplosive sounds have been heard near Irank
linville, N. Y., also at Lake Seneca, N. Y. 'Toe
observer who reported upon the Jast named atirib-
utes them to the escape of bubbles of gas from
the sand at the hottom of the lake. The noises
heard in the hills about Ffanklinville bave heen
attributed to the brea'ting of the strata of under-
)ylng rocks. The abcve notes have been gleaned
{rom the Monthly Wiather Review of September,
1897, and July, 19)3. 't seems that there Is no gen-
erally aocepted tneory to account for the noises
in question.

In telling of the sire of the place she had been
visiting my wife said that it was three times larger
than tiie place we live In. This 1 doubted, but she
{nsisted that it was, and 80, too, it s If three times
larger means only three times as large, which she
sald It did mean. | thought, and think yel, that
three times larger means four times as large. As
we oouldn't agree wotild you mind telling which Is
right. ! J. 0,

The two expressions are In use as exaot equiva:
lents, and consentiag usage does not readlly yleld
to the chops of argute reasoning. “Three times as
large" never needg agy explanation. “Three times
larger” will psss unthallenged In dally speech until
it encounters the assault of some logician, then Its
defence I that it has been Englisa idlom for Just as
long as the other phrasing. Even should it be cut
out from common speech the dificulties of “three
times larger” would by no means cease: lel it be
grantad that from any given date three times larger
should mean four times as large and it Is easy to
fancy the enraged comment of some amateur of
the muitipileation table wildly wanting to know
who authorized the (loctrine that three Umes one
conld ever he four, A little more than & year ago
a correspondent exposed the fallacy of “as much
again,’vthe same idea ralaed to the second instead
of the third power. Fortunate it Is that our idloms
are instinct with such vitallty as Nts them Lo endure,

Vlease tell me the author of “consistency’s a
fewel.” My investigations thus far have léd me to
think the expression—I1ike Topsy —"growed,” "never
was born.” C. H B

S0 far as can be told the author must remain
unknown. Yet a definite and positive deférmina-
tion of its 8o urce has heen made, and thereby hangs
atale. It was attributed to the anonymous author
of “Jolly Robyn-Roughhead” In "Murtagh's Col-
lection of Ballads (1754)." And such Is the Identi
fication solemnly vecorded in one of the most recent
and cértainly the most encyclop@dic of the authori
ties on quotations. But one may search Adbore
In vain for Murtagh, and for the very good and
sufficient reason that he was a neighbor of Mrs.
‘Arris, He and his ballad collection (1751 -a des
)ightful precision) first cAme to life in 1847 when a
newspaper-in this country invented him to stand
sponsor for the lewel consistency In the pseudo
Robyn-Roughhead. This s the context
fabricated,

Trs', tush! my lassle, such thoughts resigne,

Co rparisons ar: cruele:
Fing pletures suit in frames as fne,
Conslstencie's a jewell, 3 {
For fle: and me coaste clothes Are best,
fude folks In homelye ralment drest,
Wit  Jo » and go xin an slobla.

] will say thal | have always heard that Gen.
Winheld scott pegan one of hin reports (o the War
Departmient from Mexico with the statement that
he nad Just taken “a hasty piate of soup.” 1 hope
WL 00 Kyl verify ana pyoaish,

Jo e SATTERRIELD
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“The Big Four”

THE FOUR BEST
NEW NOVELS

“A national story . . .
‘me.." .

| ‘Frank Danby’s

‘Wie'y s o o

Jack London’s

Mr. Churchill’s .

“ONE OF THE BEST STORIES OF AMERICAN LIFE EVER WRITTEN."

MR. CREWE’'S CAREER

;l’he .charm ;'t.\l_‘d—lx:rrtz u;::l:'!‘l.y“keen and subtle. Hon. Hilary Vane is equal to anything in

“Victoria is altogether the most charming of his heroines."—7"¢ Nation
big enough and strong enough to justify its dedication to' ‘men of every

By the author of “The Crisis,” “Coniston,” “Richard Carvel,” etc. :

Mr. Crawford’s

“A story of extraordinary interest, seasoned with a full portion of Mr. Crawford's ripe philosophy.”

-

By the Author of “Fair Margaret,” “Saracinesca,” “Paul Patoff,” Etc.

The Heart of a Child

Being Passages in the Early Life of Sally Snape, Lady Kidderminster

“You must get the book . . . an interesting, cleverly written novel; you will make
the acquaintance of the delicious and ingenuous Sally; you will get side-lights on London
a wonderful piece of werk as veracious as a photograph.”-—Cleveland Leader

The Iron Heel

“Mr. London takes a big question, and treats it in his original and daring way"—that interest-
compelling way which has made the critics class him as “one of the half dozen American writers
with the real story-telling gift,” ever since his “The Call of the Wild.”

Order the four and you will be assured of varied reading of the most interesting kind,

The Primadonna

Episodes' in the Career of Cordova the grui singer—“Fair Margaret.”
“An absorbing story—for its scene, the most cosmopolitan phase of life

lustrated

in the world.”
—Record Herald, Chicago

~Public Ledger, Philaaclphia
Frontispiece

Each, $1.50

Published
by

THE MACMILLAN COMPANY °é+¢§ Fifth Ave,

SCHOOL FOR CARD PLAYERS.

Bridge. J. D. says: A doubles a no trumper
made by Z and gets the odd out of it; but it Is scored
as only 12 golma. The cards are dealt for the next
hand and the dealer has passed the make to dummi‘.
when A discovers that the score of the last deal 1sin
error. I It too late to correct It?

Thsat depends on whether or not It |s stlll the same
game. If the 12 points made by A's side put them
the rubber, It is too late to correct the error. A
game Is not supposed to he concluded until the
trump has been declared for the next deal. As the
facts are stated, the dealer has passed the make;
but it Is not stated whether or not dummy has de-
clared. 1f he has not, or If the same game Is still in
progress, it I8 not too late to correct the error.

Agaln: If a card is on the table and llable to be
called, must it be played If that suit is led, or can the
holder of the exposed card play another If there is
no actual demand made for the exposcd card?

If the exposcd eard Is not called It necd not be
played unless it is the only card in the hand that
will not revoke. - —

O. P, 1. says; A leads a trump, to which the
dealer does not foliow suit. The dealer shows two
trumps for the last two tricks, saying “the rest are
mine.” A ealls attention to the fact that the dealer
did not foilow sult on the previous trick, whereupon
the dealer says as it Is not turned down he can cor*
rect the error.

The dealer Is too late to correct the error when
he has shown his cards and claimed the rest of the
tricks, as thatis tantavount to playing to the follow
Ing trick, which establishes a revoke, whether the
previous trick Is turncd down or not,

J. M. H.says: What Is the correct lead from this
hand when no trumps have baen declared by the
dealer: Q J 10 0 of hearls, ] 4 of clubs, AQ H 4 of
dlamonds: and K ¥ 7 of spades?

The rule given In all lext books Is to prefer a sult
containing three honors In sequence, and as the
nearts are the only sult that comply with this rule
It Jooks as If the queen of hearts was the book lead.
To open the Jack of clubs would be wasting !ime.

Cassino. J. C. A nn'ys: 'Numvmu- the game Is a
four hand partnership and A has bullt a ten. When |
1t comes to B's turn the cards on the table are |
deuce, four and elght. Can B put a six on the four |
and call It two tens for hig partner A?

Yes, The rule for partnerships fs that they may
take In one another's bullds or may make bullds
which can be won by a card declared In the pariner's
hand. FEven 1f A's ten bulid had been taken In by
the Intermediate player before It came to B's turn
to play, B could h’ve made a frgah ten bulld to be
taken In by the ten which ‘ declared In his
partner's hand, Somellmes adversary will
ask the partner making the bulld, B In this case,
If he can take It In himself. B need not answer
that question.

Five Hundred. J. M. C. wants some reader of
THER SUN to tell us who Invented this game and
when, He also wants to know where to get the full
code of laws for It.

The only complete rules so far published that
ToE RUN knows of are those Issued by the Charles
H. PFlllott Company of Philadelphla. They are
called the "Pocket Laws of Flve Hundred, With
Hints to Beginners,”

M. N. says: To seitle a bet, which Is the more
sclentific form of the game, with or withoud the
Joker In the pack?

That dependa on what you call scientific. When
there 18 a declared trump there s absolutely now
difference In the merlts of the two games, as It Is
merely a question of playing with ten trumps
Instead of with nine, because there are three bowers
Instead of two. When |t comes 1o no (rumpers
it s true that a hand can be bid upon more freely
It there Is no joker In the pack, because any sult
that is solld will run uninterruptedly: but (hat does
not make the game any more sclenufic than when
oné has to calculate for the adverse joker, Owing
%0 the various uses to which the joker may be put
as the controlling factor In any of the four sults,
and as a card that can be led as a winner or played
as a stopper’ It would seem that \f complications
were considered the game with the joker added
would be ths better of the two. It s certainly
the more iniergsiing, If not strictly speaking the
more sclentifnc. A sclentific game Is generally
taken to be one In which knowledge and skill are
more conducive to success than chance.

Skat. C. R. W, says: What Is the present scale of
walues for the announced games, schnelder and
schwarz?

The offclal laws of the league give the game
values as follows: 1 for game, 2 for schnelder: 8
tor schnelder announced or for schwarz, 4 for
schwarz after announcing schnelder, 5 for sohwarz
announced, These are the multipllers that will
be used In the coming champlonshlp tournament
In New York on June 21 and 22, although they are
not the same as those to which the majority of
New! York players are accustomed, which are:
Game ), schnelder 2, schnelder announced 8, schwarz
4, and sehwarz announced 3, The difference Is In
insisting that the player shall have announced
schnelder In arder to scores 4 for schwars; other-
wise the schwarz shall be worth only 3; so players
who Intend to take part in the big games' at the
Grand Ceniral Palace next month should practise
the league method.

wW. H P u{l:‘ wn;;l—:rnnlch is played does
the piayer getting the fewest polntas add 20 to his
score?

No; the player who takes In the greatest number

50 If al) three take tricks. If one player takes no
trick the loss is 30, and If two take no trioks it is 80,

How mu;;—l;ump matadores, start-

S 8 lli;l:
h the ace, must & player have In order to

Ing wiy
count them?

I'ne matadores do not start’ with the ace but
with the jack of clubs, All trumps In unbroken
sequence with the club jack are matadores. As
soon As that sequence s broken the matadores
end, As the partners do not know how many they
hold between them or may rot observe carefully,
{t is the single player that always announces the
number’of matadores. 1f he has them he says he
{5 “with” o meany, 1f his adversariee have them
Lesrrs e ls "without” so many.

‘W, Mels says: The bidder
and d\fl' not :ﬁn it, 50 he put ‘urned g

second card into his hand without showing It. but
sald it was a heart. .\ bets that If the second card
In a tournee Is put Into the hand without being
shown the adversaries can Insist that the trump
shall be the first card, In this case a spade,

A's Idea might apply If the first card was always
shown, but it |s not. The league rule is that the
bidder shall lay out two cards for the skat and that
after he has lald away each adversary shall name
a trump sult and the one of the higher value shall

scores It as usual, If he loses he scores a double
loss, as In passt mir nicht,

Auction Pinochle. S. P. Q. says: When there
are four at the table, the dealer taking no cards,
has the dealer any intercst In the result of the play
of the hand in which be Is idie, and If so, how Is
that Interest ngured out?

When four play the rule is to have eight deals
to A game, s0 that each man shall have each po-
sitlon twice. {At the end ol the eight deals the
highest score (s the winner |f the game is played
to decide a winner among four. 1f the play is for
50 much a point, the scores are halanced, 50 as to
find out what each owes cagh.” The simplest way
to do this Is to call the lowest score nothing, and to
subtract it from each of the others. The sum of
these others must be what the low man owes, and
if each of their scores Is multipiled by four. and
this total loss of the low man's Is then deducted
from each, it will glve three sums which are gains
or losses, the total of which must equal the losses
of the low man. As an cxample, take this final
score for four players:

A A. e D.
1260 1640 970 482
2 02 Jre;

578 M8 = 188
4 4 4
3192 212 2082
1484 1884 1884 5
+ 1308 + 428 4148 = —18A4

A, who was high score, |s of course still the big -
gest winner. Both the others are plus, so D has
to pay itall. With three players the mulitiplication
18 by three, not four.

B. J, C, says: A bﬂ_;rﬁm the trump sequence
Is worth only 150 In three hand, B bets it is 190,

One hundred and ninety (s correct, as the mar-
riege can be shown first for 40 and the sequence
flled out afterward,

R. M. T. says: If there are three cards In the
widow and | want the king of clubs or the ace of
hearts to All my hand, what are the chances of
getting one of them?

About two and a half to one against {t, provided
you have not the duplicate of either of those cards
in your hand,

H. H, L. says: A blds 300 and melds 325, In the
Rl" he gets 180 more, but It Is discovered that he
as not lald out for the widow, What Is the pen
;{:’y? B bets he Is set back the amount of his

The rule Is that a player who has toe many cards
in his hand loses his entire count for cards, This
would leave A nothing but the 325 he made on his
melds; but as that Is enough to cover his bid he
cannot be get back. All he scores Is this 325. His

180 I8 lost, s
Poker. H, .. MeN. says: A,bets that If a player

breaks openers he must show the cards face up
and declare that he is splitting.

The opener of every jack pot must place hisdis-
card under the chips in the pool without showing
It or making any remarks about It, and he must
do this whether he splits or not. If he has split
the discard s there to show It, 1f he has not split
his play Is the same as when he does and nothing
in the manner of his discard betrays his hand.

Again: 1f no one comes In agalnst openers must
all five cards be shown?

Yes; because the player who takes the pot has
pald no more for those five cards than any other
player at the table.

A. L. B. says: ou’& dealer announce how
many cards he takes?
Yes. If any player does not hear him he can

ask. e
D, L. says: Playing showdown, the show to be
r'md{e after #mrﬁiln A Aol; the ldyuleAr ?nd B ux'l
'or four cards, showing one only. ays r
ing two cuan.nA

of kin and an ace, d
glves B four cards face do not lhm

u; h
pair, so that A's kings :fn But A draws

, ‘Just to see what woul ve
;.cnl’:.ndjnot held up his l!akg. % bo‘:: En'?a{:
glves A six cards and makes his hand Toul.

B is applylng the rules of draw poker to show-
down., In showdown B was beaten as socon as
heé could not draw emough to beat A's kings. As
B drew first thas settled It, and any drawiag that
A might indulge In was stmply ‘post morterm.

J.F. K. s l:Aogunpot d three men come
in, each ha pairs and ﬁh triplets on the
draw, Opener drew two cards only, but on drop-
gm.outmmmﬂovmnmnlmu palr,

bets the pot Is vold, v

A pot once opened, even If wrongly, must be
played for as If legitimately opened If any one
comes o agalnst the false openers, 8o the pot is not
vold,

S. B, asks: If a player te.u onl"gur cards and
play them © draws only
as many as he discards, leaving his ba nd four?

No. His band is dead If ho has raissd i,

R. T. | 70 Men Are I an 5
*uumu .mmmm A%
“No good. ! have three queens.” O shows a

pot. ltg:omhu

that o palr with

to the pot?

ny pot, but as C bas
to talk about it. U B
rules of the game, which require
muylo.uoeu’.hovwld
on the showdown, as the cards
for themselves. Thousands of pots are lost
day simply through players calling Sheir
instead of showing them. .

ard nloknames. H. MoD. wants to know the

he game “the one eyed king.”
1% probably eriginased with the first person who
wmwnmm.:“m king of dla-

%
?
a

ad e vt ol el e

be the trump for that deal. If the bidder wins it he -

POLITICAL NOTES.

Frederick B. Lynch, treasurer of the Minne-
sota Democratic committee, with head~
quarters in the GGrand Pacific Hotel, Chicago,
and his associate campaignera for Gov.
Johnson have issued hundreds of thousaands
of m_)plu of the following circular letter;

“You are a Democrat, and it is because you

are a Democrat that this is addressed to you,
with the feeling that }'ou will exert youglolf
to give the party one of the greatest essentials
to victory, a strong and acceptable candidate
for the Presidency.

I'he Democracy of the nation ha for
twelve years been losing ﬁround. and the
belief is general that under the old conditions
defeat {8 certain. For months the party has
been drifting toward an autocratic vene
tion where popular choice is to be submnm
to, o'rmna willn. ¢

Minnesota Democrats, feeling that
duty transcends individual intelgat. huvm
the courage to bhreak away from the drift
and offer the party a candidate who if nomi-
nated can carry more States than any other
lving Democrat, and who would be practically
certain of election, Rebelling against the
dootrine of despair, wa ta,o ft for granted
that there is no necessity for the ravens ef
defeat to parch on the banners of Demoor%

1

. in lm:o simply because they did in 1898,

and 1904,

“Conditions industriallv, financially amsd

Polltlcall,\' are such that we have this year

he opportunity of a generation to win the

Smi{lsn‘oy. '\H:,\ glveilt“np h{,l ﬂlp ely
escing in any nomination which guar-

antees defeat? 4 "

If you and the other Democratio leaders
of the country will but respond to the invita-
tion and the opportunity extended to you
by the Democrats of Minnesota we can
from the blighting tradition of dofm
rehabilitate the party and the nation by &
great political victery next November.

But don't forget that there is still am
time to that enough delegates aro ele
to the anver venvention to make t a
deliberative Demecratic body that wil
the party naw hope and new inspiration an:
a winning candidate. To this end we solicit
your cooperation and will heartily welocome
and consider any suggeations you may offer.”

More or less curiogity has heen arouspd by
the fact that (ieorge Clinton was buried {n
Washington and some politicians have wanted
an explanation. Clinton died when he was
Vice-President and was buried in Washington
for the reason that transportation facilities
in those days were not up to the mark of
this year of grace,

“We'll beat Bryan,” said an intimate of
Willilam R. Hearst, "even if in the end we
have to climb in for Taft.”

It is stated in high Demoeratio circles in
New York city that Corporation Counsel
Pendleton may be nominated for the place
on the Supreme Court bench made vacant by
the retirement of Justice Leventritt. Gov.
Hughes has not yet filled the vaeanty,

Some of the experienced Regublican war-
riors of New York who are delbgates to the
national convention are: BSenator Platt,
Senator Depew, Chairman Woodruff eof
the State committes, B. B.  Odell, Jr.,
Louis F. Payn, George W. Dunn, Willlam
Barnes, Jr., Willilam L. Ward, Robert P.
Hunter, Cornelius V. Collins, George R.
Malby, J. Bloat Fassett, John Ralhes, Willjam
Berri, Sereno E. Payne, Francis Hendrioks,
George W. Aldridge, Edgar T. Brackets,
Charles W. Anderson, Michael J. Dady,
Jacob Brenner, Charles H. Murray, Job B.
Hedges, Willlam H. Ten Eyock, Edward F.
Healy, Gilbert D. B. Hasbrouck, Lucius N.
Littauer, Wallace T. Foote, James W. Wads-
worth, Jr., and Prederick Greiner. The
conclusion is that there is a goodly sprinkling
of "handy men” in the delegation.

Pennisylvanis Nature Story.
From the Philadelphia Record.

Six weeks ago a workman In the Penn.
sylvania repair shope in Allegheny left two
dozen egge in an abandoned tool box in the
roundhouse. Bteam pipes go through the
box. All over the eggs a heavy layer of coal
soot settled.

Three weeks ago fourteen sooty ohioks
arrived, It was found that the steam pipes
kept the temperature of the box at 108 de-
grees. A second hatoh of twenty ohicks ap-
peared, sooty but healthy. Another hatch

.il being prepared.

Born among the clanging noises of the
;oundhouu. every chick so far discovered is
oaf.

INSTRUOTION,
Buasiness ___O_Ollocu. : !
] )
PACKARD
Mo.&o THOROUGH '
Fasite canmsion:  Fravel. B0 K

50 YEARS

of faithful work. Individual
instruction. Enter at any
without disadvantage.

P
VAR SN S Sreniag Seasions:

b
~
“g

o
)




