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Mr. Gompers Asks gb Higher Bid.

The Hon. SAMUEL GOMPERS, fixing his
stern and commanding eye on Denver,
cries that “the moment has arrived for
a total change of Government policy

. toward the workers.” Mr. GOMPERS is
willing to conceds that “property rights
must be maintained, but prior to this and
far beyond thn rights of property must

. come the rights of men.” _

This is Mr. GOMPERS'S little way of say-
ing that orgahized labor must have the

- right to injure or destroy the property

of persons obnoxious to it, of employers

who will not yield to its demands, and

~ that the courts must not interfere until
the irremediable damage is done.

Mr. GOMPERS rejects the Chicago bid
for his support, Mr. ROOSEVELT'S gener-
ous intentions having been thwarted hy
the sons of BELIAL, What will Denver

. offer?

The consideration in this amiable

traffic is the “labor vote.” Did it ever

Y

. occur to the chafferers that neither the

i

Hon. SAMUEL GOMPERS nor anybody
else can deliver the goods?

“Democrats Throughout Virginia.”

A despatch to a Washington paper sets
forth that “Demcocrats throughout Vir-
ginia are exultant to-day over the nomi-

- nation of TAFT in Chicago by the Repub-
~ licans.” This note of joy is explained
. by a statement to the effect that Tarr
* is the weakest candidate his party could

i have selected and that this seems to be

a yeap-of Democratic opportunity. 8o
“Demoecrats throughout Virginia” are ex-
ultant over the prospect of nominating
BryaN at Denver, and see the bow of

e
| promise whenever they can lift their

oyes.

~ Itis hardly worth while to look into the
identity of these “Democrats through-
out Virginia.” The despatch emanates
from Richmond, where nobody of con-
sequence, outside of the machine, be-
lieves in BRYAN. Obyiously, therefore,
the rapturous proclamation has been
issued by the same Democrats who at-
tended the Roanoke convention and
there made so much noise that sane men
had neither the leisure nor the oppor-
tunity to assert themselves, It is merely

' part of the game of hurrah played wide

open by the tempestuous few and con-
" templated with sorrow and alarm by
the thoughtful many.

Do these “Democrats throughout Vir-
ginia” include by any chance those mem-
bers of the Westmoreland Club of Rich-

- mond who in 1900 voted for MCKINLEY or
abstained altogether from polling places

' rather than record themgelves for BRYAN?
The Westmoreland is a purely social
olub, gémposed with rare exceptions of
‘Democrats and representing the brains,
the subgtance and the responsibility of
‘the State. ' Its large membership ex-
tends in all directions, touches every
family of importance in a particularly
- clannish Commonwealth, and compre-
- hends every ramification of the social es-
tablishment,  The influence it exerts is

" beyond ‘computation in these cosmopoli-
tan and variegated parts. And yet the
. Westmoreland Club in 1900 threw down

. BRYAN in'disgust, though without noisy

declaration, and left him to the languid
of the machine. “Democrats
throughout Virginia” rallied to his stand-
ard then. The same Democrats will
' doubtless repeat the performance next
November. Butthe men who think, who
stand for something of real consequence,
~and who.are indispensable to anything
in the nature of a representative demon-
stration, are not exultant over the pros-
pect of BRYAN’S candidacy. They will
not vote for him next autumn, Itis

i¥ 'gven possible. that a man like TaAFrT,

tped a gainst so negligible an adversary,
carry.the State.

Certain it is that such an event would
CAITY M0 SOrTOW Or tonsternation to Vir-

" ginians. of ‘the better class. After all,
oxoepm:;,mu of peculiar stress and
poignancy, ‘they care very little about
purely national affairs. They maintain
a jealous and alert supervision of things
domestic. It does not enter into their
philosophy to imperil a social order which
they redeemed from anarchy more than
twenty years ago. But a question be-
tween TAFT and BRYAN for control at
~ Washington' weuld arouse no special
policitude with them. They might have
leanings, but these would be all for a

clean and kindly gentlemén like TAFT.

The Prussian Elections.

~ The elections for the Chamber of Depu-
ties or popular branch of the Prussian
Landtag came to an end on June 18,
when the second balloting, in districts

 where on the first ballot no candidate

obtained a majority, took place. The re-
sult ia that for the first time since Prussia
obtained & Constitution the Socialists
carried g number of seats, including sev-
eral for Berlin divisions and one for a
Hanoverian constituency, How does it
happen that hitherto 814,000 Socialist
ers have been entirely unrepresen

{ Deputies,

Conservative voters at the lust election,
in 1908, returned no fewer than 148 mem-
bers? An answer to the question re-
quires a glance at the extremely compli-
oated character of Prussia's electoral
system,

The peculiarities of this system may
be indicated in a few sentences. For
the purpose of elections to the Chamber
of Deputies the voters in each ward of a
constituency are divided into three
classes, according to the amount of in-
come tax which they pay. In pursuance
of this method of distribution it may
happen that in a given constituency the
first class of voters may consist of only
a Tew rich men, whereas many thousands
of workmen constitute the third class, the
men of moderate means and especially
the shopkeepers forming the intermedi-
ate or second class, The combined votes
of each of the three classes have an equal
value in determining the choice of the
electoral college in the constituency, and
consequently of its deputies. The out-
come of the arrangement is the exhibi-
tion of extraordinary anomalies, owing
to the varied distribution of wealth in
adjacent wards. In one ward of Berlin
for instance— Unter den Linden-—a single
taxpayer whose annual contributions to
the State amount to between $50,000 and
$55,000 is the sole member of the first
class, while the second class contains
only some half dozen voters. Again, the
ward which comprises the Wilhelm-
strasse contains so many rich electors
that all who pay less income tax than
about $3,000 a year are placed in the third
class, At the last general election, that
of 1908, seven of the Imperial Secretaries
of State found themselves in the lowest
class, The vote of one of these officiala
counted for precisely as much as that of
his footman and possibly had not the
hundredth part of the value attaching
to that of his! butcher, if the latter lived
in a less wealthy distriot.

Let us see how this system works out.
In the last Chamber of Deputies, chosen
in 1003, the large landed proprietors, to-
gether with the higher grade officials and
the retired army officers, commanded
225 votes, or eight more than a majority.
It has been calcluated that out of Prus-
sia's total population (37,300,000) the
owners of landed property and their
families number at most 100,000 persons,
This infinitesimal fraction of the inhabi-
tants elected in 1903 no fewer ‘than 111
or over one-quarter of the
whole number, and of these 111 Depu-
ties 96 were Conservatives. About half
also of the representatives of the farmers
belong to one or the other of the two Con-
servative parties. These figures ex-
plain why 324,000 Conservative voters
returned no leas than 148 members of the
Chamber, while 814,000 Socialist voters
had no spokesmen therein,

It is well known that during the last
session of the Chamber of Deputies the
popular agitation for a reform of the
Prussian franchise assumed such propor-
tions as to mike it the pivotal issue at the
preliminary elections for the next Cham-
ber, which took place on June 2. With
the exception of the Conservatives most
of the political parties made some con-
cession in their election manifestoes to
the demand for 4 drastic change in the
electoral system. The only practical re-
sult, however, of the appeal to the ballot
box has been that while the strength of
the Conservatives i8 undiminished in the
new Chamber, the Radicals have lost some
of their former strongholds in Berlin and
other commercial centres, owing to the
fact that the Socialists instead of sup-
porting Radical candidates have carried
out the policy determined upon in 1903,
that, namely, of putting forward nomi-
nees of their own. Five years ago they
were unable to reach a second balloting
in any constituency except in the third
electoral division of the Prussian capi-
tal. Now, however, as we have said,
they have attained a larger measure of
success, having carried a number of the
Berlin divisions as well as a provincial
seat in Hanover. Their partial victory
in Berlin is due to the so-called redistribu-
tion of seats effected two years ago,
when the four electoral divisions of the
Prussian capital, which between them
had returned nine Deputies, were divided
into twelve districts, each of which re-
turned one member.

The Radicals have, of course, been
alienated by the refusal of the Socialists
longer to cooperate with them, and thus,
notwithstanding the afpearance of a few
Socialists in the Chamber of Deputies,
the Prussian Government, which is in-
flexibly opposed to any trenchant change
in the electoral system, can regard the
outcome of the recent election with con-
siderable equanimity.

Mr, Fairbanks.

The Hon., CHARLES WARREN FaIR-
BANKS has had no sympathy with the
personal government that for their sins
now controls the Republican party and
these United States. Mr. FAIRBANKS
is a self-respecting and dignified figure,
and he will take with him, when he goes
out of office, the respect of hia country.
men. He will not be the less regretted
and his intellectual dimensions will stand
out more clearly if the Oneida Reservatian
furnishes his successor,

g
v

Mr. Bryan on the Republican Plat-
. form.

In his review and critcism of the
platform adopted by the Republican
convention Colonel BRYAN gives a
deliciously unconscious revelation of his
attitude toward representative govern-
ment when he says:

“The Republlcans who attended the natlonal
convention as spewtators and jolned in the demon-
stratlon In favor of Presldent RooOSEVELT and
Senator LA FOLLETTE must have felt Indignant as
they watched the panic siricken delegates running
over each other In thelr eflort to get away from the
La Follette reforms, some of which had been In-
dorsed by the President himself.”

Whatever charges may be sustained
against the delegates at Chicago, that of
being “panic stricken” is certainly not
among them. They did refuse to be
stampeded by the galleries, and this
seems to Colonel BRYAN, naturelly, to be
a matter for grave complaint. His own
theory of reform is to break down and
remove every obstruction that now ex-
ists between government and the fleeting
gusts of passion or frenzy that at irregu-
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fectly drilled demonstrations of the few
thousand men, women and children in
the Coliseumn galleries are incidents of
far greater moment and importance than
the deliberate and considered actlion of
the 980 delegates on the floor.

Colonel BRYAN believes firmly, if he
believes in anything firmly, in govern-
ment by the gallery. That is the reason
why he, in the language of the street,
always “plays to the gullery.”

The Police at the Racetracks.

From the conduct of the policemen
sent to the racetracks in this city pre-
vious to the issuing of Justice BisCH-
oFF's restraining order last week, an
unprejudiced observer would . be con-
vinced that the Police Department had
decided not to enforce the new anti-bet-
ting law but to frighten visitors away
from the tracks. The measures adopted
by detectives and patrolmen were of a
kind to make their victims feel that they
were violators of the law because of
their mere presence within the gates.
The police were guilty of unnecessarily
annoying patrons of the tracks to a
degree that was intolerable.

Had it been the object of the authori«
ties to make the new law odious they
could not have adopted more effective
tactics. Betting was illegal; and with
this excuse patrolmen interrupted con-
versations, ordered men to move on
when their sole offence was chatting to-
gether or informing themselves as to
the names of the jockeys. The sending
of great numbers of uniformed police
to the tracks was wholly gratuitous, for
no such show of force was needed to
compel obedience to the new law.

The idea of the authorities seems to
have been that the racing clubs would
seek to protect betting by physical force.
On no other theory can the ridiculous
precautions taken be explained. The
mental processes of the police are worthy
of the study of the alienists.

The New York delegates to Chicago are
weaving triumphant garlands for them-
selves. They have won a glorious victory.
Manibus date cardues plenis, Bring thistles
by the pailful.

An interesting sidelight on the defeated
measure for an improvement of our mail
service to South America reaches us in the
shape of a special issue of the Uruguay
Weekly News. It isan 11 by 15 inch volume
of 160 pages. No less than thirty of its
pages are devoted to desoription of British
enterprises in Uruguay. American interests
are covered by two pages of matter. It
shows that there is only one important
American exporting firm in Montevideo and
that American imports are handled almost
exolusively by English and German firms.

England’s interests In Uruguay include
the ownership of all the railways of the
oountry, four of the most important banks,
at least eight lines of ocean steamships, gas
companies, insurance companies, docks,
water works, telegraph and telephones,
ocommercial houses and two newspapers.
These enterprises represent the investment
of millions of dollars and give a hold on
Uruguayan trade that cannot be loosened
by this country without a radical change
in our present methods. The country does
a foreign business of more than $60,000,000
& year, and the share of this country in that
trade is only about 8 per cent. A respect-
able mail and passenger service would give
the United States a much more creditable
commercial position.

This magazine publication of the Uru-
guay News should be widely distributed.
It tells of a rich and fertile country with
an area of 72,000 square miles and a popu-
lation now estimated as exceeding 1,000,000,
As stated in the volume, Uruguay is not,
“as some erroneously imagine, the home of
turbulent Gauchos, the happy hunting
ground of savage Indians,” but a land of
progress with which the United States
should get into closer commercial contact.

The Wemen of England.

To THR EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: THR SUN
has given an approving account of the new antl-
suffrage assoclation formed In England to keep
“woman In the home.” I8 It not as well to mention
when lauding such an organization that there are
at the present time in England over 8,000,000 more
women than men; and that furthermore 200,000
men are leaving each year? These statistics take
no account of the men who are too sick to work,
the men who are too old to work, and—If such things
can be—the men who are too lazy towork (besides
the locked up criminals who cannot work).

Jobn Burns, annoyed by thls situation, proposes
to solve the problem by banishing woman from as
many occupations as possible because her pres-
ence In them is “a soclal annoyance to the man®!
It would seem obvious In view of such facts that
she needs the protection of the ballot and not the
{lluminating suggestion of this organization that
she starve quietly and refinedly, while In theory
“complementing” some purely imaginary male who
Is salling for the colonles,

It Is not necessary here to enter the rvalm of
argument or again point out that all observers from
M1l to Burdach assert that asa governor and ad-
ministrator she/hu “shown a greater ability than
man whenever“the opportunity has been accorded
her.” It |s in England a simple queation of starva-
tion or not. JOHN E. OSBORNSE,

PRINCEION, N. J., June 21,

Reunion of the Youngest Survivors of the
Civil War.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: I am prob-
ably the youngest survivor of the clvil wag, having
been mustered out of the United States service as
a corporal of Compagy D, Fifth Cavalry, of the
State of Maine, at the age of sixteen years and five
months. .

It has oocurred to me that It would be a sultable
custom to establish that the youngest survivors
of the Federal army and the youngest survivors of
the Coniederais army should meet before the Presi-
dent on July 4 of each year and renew their oath
of alleglance to the United States with some ftting
ceremofly.

17 I am the youngest | am glad to offer my ser-
vices, or If It Is discovered that some one else s
younger let him do so, THOMAS LANE,

SYraovss, N. Y., June 20,

News From Missenri,

To THE EpITOR or THRE® SOUN—Sir: While at
Jefferson City, Mo., to-day, | learned upon abso-
Jutely good authority that the national Democracy
has planned to nominate Peter George Woods of
Versallles, Mo., for President of the United States,
and Willlam J. Stone for Viece-President, The
former s a Virginlan by birth, a business man and
sald to be a person of unusual attainments, Hels a
supporter of sound money and the gold standard,
Senator Stone Is well known,

This qulet plot has been lald without Mr. Bryan's
knowledge. Certain It Is that they do not (ntend
to insult the American people by nominating him
again, A NEW YORK TRAVELLING MAN,

ELpow, Mo., June 19,

Burdeas of the Taxpayers.

To THE EDITOR OF THRE SUN—Sir; Am [ laboring
under s delusion in supposing that a portion of the
really severely heavy tazes we pay in this eity Is
supposed to be devoted to the sprinkling of the
streets when they need t?

If so perhaps you can enlighten me as to the
meaning of a printed circular which was brought
to my door a day or two ago by a collector for &
private contractor who expects me to pay him for
watering the streets. HaMiuron Bsii.

NEw Yomx, June 20.

Balance.
Enicker—Taft welghs two hundred and thirty

o
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FOREST RESERVE SERVICE.

B o e e b
The Case of the West Against it Presented
by an Eastern Man,

To Tae Epitor oy Tus Bun—8ir: We are
accustomed to think of the uunquestionably
beneficent purposes of forest reserves, re-
gretting only our belated action In establish-
ing national forests.

Therefore one reads with a puzzled frown
of the recent vehement assault and criticlsm
by Western Senators during the closing rnh
of Congress. One's understanding of ‘it all
grows the more nebulous from the fact that
with the exception of the venerable Senator
Teller the leaders of the attack were all
Republicans.

The writer himself was extremely puzzled
until he came West, but now, with the better
advantage of “the man on the spot,” he un-
derstands the situation more olearly, and
with your permission would like to explain
the attitude of the West, f

In the first place, no people on the contl-
nent are in such intimate and dependent
relation with mountain forests as these Far
Western folk. They know it full well and
need no conviotions as to the benefits of forest
reserves. In fact, they seem to be far more
generally informed on the subject than our
people back East. Those who followed in
the Congressional Record the recent dis-
cussion in Congress know that no Western
Senator lifted his voice against the institu-
tion of forest reserves, Criticism was directed
against certain features of the administration
policy of the reserves.

The Westerners were armed with facts
which were a surprise to Eastern and Bouth-
ern members. In the end there was rather
a disposition to admit that the Western States
where the forest reserves are established
were getting the worst of the deal. It would
appear that in the penitential reaction follow-
ing our panio over our forest comsumption
due to the development of our marvellous
industries, there has resulted some inoonsid-
erate zeal In rather overdoing a good thing.
The popular idea of forest reserves is that
they were ocreated for the protection of tim-
ber and the regulation of the flow of the waters.
It was therefore not designed that lands
more suitable for agricultural purposes
should be included in the reserves, In fact,
the establishing aot of June 4, 1897, quite
definitely and emphatically excludes such
lands. But it was brought out in the Senate
discussion that millions of acres of purely
agricultural or grazing lands had been taken
from the publio domain designed for settlers
and tied up in forest reserves.

It was emphasized by Western members
themselves that the public lands In the West
do not belong to the West, but to the nation
at large—to the citizens of New York, Penn-
sylvania, Alabama, Connecticut; in truth, of
every Btate. Buch criticlsm as there is of
certain features of administration of theee

Eastern men who have gone West to make
homes.

And the making of a home in the arid West
is not what it was with our ploneer fore-
fathers back East in the long ago. Mere
lookers on in the West—some unwilling exiles
like the writer of this article—are painfully
impressed by the conviction that conditions
facing these Western settlers are quite hard
enough as it is. Here one sees men in daily,
hourly combat with nature in the effort to
wrest & homestead from the jealous clutch
of the desert. It does seem that things should
be made easler, if anything, for these people
rather than more complex.

We must remember that it is only the people
of the West who are brought into actual,
every day business relation with the forest
service. They should certainly be com-
petent to demand consideration of any con-
ditions which they charge as needlessly men-
acing their happiness or prosperity. In the
first place, these people do not seem to be able
to justify the action, apparently without law,
in making the reserves a business enter-
prise of the Government. To them the mer-
ohandising of large quantities of timber in
the reserves and the selling of forage through
grazing fees seem rather apart from the
original purpose of conserving timber and
protecting watersheds. It seems to be an
overzealous effort to make the national forests
a revenue producing agency by muloting
Western citizens and settlers. For this and
many other policies and practices there seems
to be no definite warrant in law aside 'from
a blanket authority given the Agricultural
Department for the making of regulations
for use and protection of the forests.

1t is unfortunate that so much agricultural
land is included in the forest reserves, The
employees of the service, llke the big cattle
barons, never seem to become reconciled to
the incursions of the settler. When the latter
presents himself to take up a homestead in a
forest reserve seldom does he get a plot of
his own choice, but one which .some officer
throws his way, much as he would a bone to a
cur. It is not altogether stimulating to relf-
reapect, but cholce and self-respect are things
which in the main the settler muat be pre-
pared to leave behind when he enters a forest
reserve. There he is a citizen under sus-
picion, an unwelcome, unwanted interloper;
no longer a resident or citizen of town or
county, but a crown vassal, a man walking
on eggs in an apprehension lest he fall under
the ban of some forest ranger, “drest In a
little brief authority.”

While the settler Ia luring water through
ditches and turning it upon the sunbaked
soil—unploughed since creation's dawn-—he
s also getting a little stock together, Forage
being priceless or unpurchasable, he does ar
did his father and yours and mine back East
in the days when the land was young; he
turns his stock out upon the common. And
there it may range over many miles without
trespdss upon a neighbor, for fence laws are
general in the West as In the East, and all
préprietors who would protect their flelds
and pastures are etpected to fence,

Now, the Government too is a proprietor,
but the Government declines to fence its
property—its forest reserves. It does not
even plainly mark their boundaries. And
this results in much confusion for the settler,
for woe unto the wandering man or beast
whose foot or hand encroaches upon one of
the forest service's multitudinous regula-
tions. And it is almost imposaible to live and
farm either upon or within miles of a reserve
and escape. One may live twenty miles away
from a forest reserve and endeavor to pasture
his cattle himself and so escape the grazing
tax. But cattle wander far in ‘the West, and
if any bearing the settler's brand roam upon
a forest reserve without a permit the owner
faces fine or prosecution or other punitive
measures, He may be innocent, absolutely
innocent of wilful treapass, but the ingenious
regulation says “whether intentionally or
otherwise.”

The “forest” may be an arid, treeless
stretch—one that does not in any way con-
gerve timber or minister to the flow of satreams.
Nevertheless It is & reserva if the President
hasso proclaimed it. This Executiveauthority,
conferred some years ago by Congress, has
been exercised by various Presidents until
last year. Then Congress got the idea that
more land was being bunched In foreat re-
gerves than the people approved of. Ho it
put its foot down on the creation of any more
national forests in Oregon, Washington,
Idaho, Montana, Colorado and Wyoming.
The acreage In these Btates In reserves al-
ready then totalled 37,708,271 acres.

But Congress had reckoned without Mr,
Roosevelt. The bill passed the Benate on
February 25. Four or flve days later the
President dropped a little bombshell of a
joke into the camp of those who had placed
this limitation upon Executive authority,
On March 1 and 2 he calmly made proclama-
tions of reserves to the area of many millions
of acres in the very Btates prohibited, He
“proclaimed” everything that by any possible
stretoh of #he Imagination could be made into
@ forest reserve. Having done this, on March
4 he proceeded to attach his signature "ap-
proving” the bill, thus making it a law, but
not till then,

_In fact, the President would like to see
pretty much all the remainder of the un-
appropriated public domain—at least 300,
000,000 acres—turned over to the forest service
people. The big cattle barons, who advocate
the scheme owing to the fact that their opera-
tions are every year becoming more and more
crowded by the settler, have urged Mr. Roose-
velt that thie range is being rulned by over-

forest reserves comes almost entirely from,

which the publio domain can be leased out
for grazing purposes in blooks

or over for ten year periods. Congress

do nothing for them, so they went to the Presi-
dent and the President has become thelr
ally, and an effort is to be made this fall to
put the thing through Congress. This wil
wipe out the public domain and practically
wipe out further settlement in the West, It
{s & shrewd move on the part of the big cattle-
men, and one can scargely blame them. 'l‘ho'y
have taken advantage of the President’s
solicitude about everything inocluded in our
natural resources—even forage on the open
range. Phen they know the aversion of set-
tlers to placing themselves under forest
service dominion, deprived of oltizenship,
away from churches, schools, roads and neigh-
bors. Lastly, they know that settlers, how-
ever privileged under the law, cannot, will
not, go Into a private fenced domain, pre-
smpted by lease by cattle or sheep men. The
leasing system appears to be a fine thing pros-
pectively for the big cattle barons, butsuch
an institution under forest serviop man-
agement would be the knell of further settle-
ment in the West,

Wholesale condemnation of Western people
for their genersl dissatiafation with ocertain
present features of forest reserve maznage-
ment is illogicsl. re there is so much
smoke there must be some fire, We are not
in contact with forest reserves in the East,
and these people in the West are, and their
feeling is gemeral, irrespective of politics.
Without being.an alarmist I think I may say
that any general dissatisfaction among the
people with reference to any institution oon-
ducted in their midat is certain ultimately to
bring it into disrepute. There is no more
valuable institution in any land, from my
observation in this country and"abroad, than
well conducted forest reserves. But without
entering myself upon any oriticlsm I may
say that I see danger ahead for our forest
seryioe. We must not overatep zeal and go
to fanaticism, A reaction of public senti-
ment about our forest reserves would dissi-
pate all that we have so painfully acquired
and our last state would then be worse than
our first. Fraxc1s PERRY ELLIOTT.

DexvER, Col., June 16,

DOOM OF THE WANDLE.

The Stream Where Izank Walton Fished In
Danger,
From the London Daily News.

That great River Wandle—“the blue trans-
parent Vandalis” of Pope—the stream where
old Izaak fished for trout “marked with mar-
blp spots like a tortoise"—the river which
even now is the most perfect epitome in
beayty and in filth of big brother Thames—
may be doomed. Its fate hangs upon a mere
hundred or two of votes. It can be killed or
kept allve just as Parligment chooses when
the River Wandle protection bill comes be-
fore our Legislature in the course of the pres-
ent year.

But while gentle fishermen and qulet gar-
deners have always poetized about the river,
men of the world have fought about it, well
nigh from time immemorial. In 1600 a de-
plorable scheme was set on foot for taking
one-ten‘th part of the water between Croydon
and Wadd )n Mill and conveying it by canals
and underground pipes to the city of London
for the benefit of Chelsea College, but 8o loud
was the outcry, seeing that at that date the
river turned twenty-four corn mills, that the
scheme had to be abandoned, and by an act
of James [. the necessary water was taken
from Hackney Marsh, Even at the begin-
ning of the seventeenth century there seems
to gave been none too much water in the
".'A"l'ln in 1799 a determined attempt was
mltfe by certain financlers and engineers to
destroy the river at a blow_by diverting its
waters into a canal between Wandsworth and
Croydon. Once more, however, the Wandle
e8sOA by reason of it great commercial
utility, and the quaint “Surrey Iron Railway,"”
with groo rails and tiny frucks drawn by
horses, took the place of the pro canal,

But the Wandle is still a force and a treas-

be neither quite so beautiful nor
quite so useful as a hundred

ars l{o yet
the man who has stood on the bridge a Cars-
halton and watched the crystal waters slip
past the arches to spread below into calm pools
or soak aﬂentlg through broad beds of cress,
or who from the bridge in Wandsworth High
street has watched e stained and sullen
current glide slothfully toward the ames
must believe that the River Wandle has still
a place in the world,

THE MAN ON HORSEBACK.

Twenty-two Years Ago the Hon, Theodore
Roosevelt Wrote Equestrian Parables,

From the Century Magaeine for July, 1888.

My own hunting has been done with the Meadow
Brook hounds.

The fences are high and the pace fast.

Foggy brained Individuals appear to have got it
into thelir heads that drag hunting Is a tame amuse-
ment as compared with hunting a wild animal.

Hunting large game in the West calls for a greater
number of manly and hardy qualities, but doesnot
need nearly so much personal daring.

Since | have been with the Meadow Brook hounds
they have been hunted by Mesars. Morgan, Bel-
moht and Hitchcook. Any man who will keep in
the same fleld with these gentlemen must have
moderately good nerve.

It Is comparatively easy to acquire a light haand
and & capacity to sit falrly well down In the saddle.

While he is learning, the tyro had best learn to
show a wise tolerancé for styles of riding'other than
that he adopts.

A great deal of criticism, mostly of a singularly
senseless sort, characterized by the sheerest and
densent ignorance of the whole subject.

An almost fierce pleasure.

The cardinal American dootrine of “live and let
live.”

A good rider to hounds must at times ride hard;
but the furious galloper who goes headlong at
everything Is quite likely to he exceptionally brain-
less rather than exceptionally brave, and may in
addltion know nothing whatever of horsemanship.

ure, It may

American Irrigation In Peru.

Irrigation in Peru has been carried on since be-
fore the days of Atahualpa, 400 years ago, but'not
on a scale compared with what is now contemplated.
For some time past, reports Charles M. Pepper,
our special agent at Lima, experts from the United
States Geological Survey and from the Reclamation
Service have been In Peru, employed by that Gov-
emment 1o Investigate the possibilities of Irrigation,
It is found that 2,800,000 acres between the moun-
tains and the sea can be successfully irrigated.
The marvellous fertliity of the land and the fine
climate promise success In the highest degree.

At present the arid lands of the Unlited States,
with five or six Inches of rain a year, are well wat-
ered compared with the dry wastes of Peru, where
rains fall, and theeo only showers, once in from ten
to fourteen years. When water Is put on such land
its fertllity is phenomenal. This has been found
true In our own West. The driest region often has
the strongest soll once it is Irrigated and its salts
dissolved and made availablg for plants.

Peru's rivers, which are to be utllized, flow down
from snowy mountains and cross the arid country
Just as In our own arid regions. To that extent
the American West and the western part of Peru
have many features In common, rendering the ex-
perience and technical knowledge of our Irrigation
and reclamation experts of great value to that
country,

Tip and Ne Tip.

To TEE EDIroR oF THE SUN—Sir: I think I
deteot the subtle touch of a fne Itallan hand if the
news item that Taft does not give tips, 1saw it in
a Democratio sheet this morning. Obviously it Is
a cunning trick to allenate the barbers' and waiters’
votes, but as usual with Demooratic shrewd moves
It will prove a boomerang. There are over 17,-
000,000 of us macaron! spined ant-tipsters, too
cowardly to refrain from tipping, who will sneak
up to the polls and vote for Tafs If that charge can
be proved. The slogan “No tips” will be sufMclent
In itselt to carry Willlam H, Taft Into the White
House, BERp AND,

New YORK, June 20,

Shameful Preeminence,

To Tax Eprron or THE SUN—Sir: May not
Bishop Doane at the Pan-Anglican Congress bave
missed the point as to the “shameful preeminences
of America“?! The pecullarly American shame i
pot that polygamy, synchronous and
flourishes here, for it flourishes very well elsewhere,
but that here It must be incognito. Some other
peoples, “barbarians,” value frankness; we em-
gender and nourish hypoerisy and Mormon{sm.

Nsw Yomx, Juue 31, J. E. Heanw,

A Suggestion for the “Bloody Fourth,”

To T™RE EDITOR OF TEE SUN—Sir! Reading in
THR SUN the other day a reminder of Flag Day,
June 14, I would suggest another kind of Sag day
for July 4: that all flags In New York city be a$ hal?
wiast on that day and kept 80 until the dead of that
annually ocourring massacre are buried,

our way. f
Naw:

g

Pmonunnnt of a tragedy. The streets and

| government,

The boys have commenced practice already up
AN13-FOooLIEENEgS,

They were false prophets who
that those ruins would always stand as the

footpaths are being cleared, dwellings are
riging and merchants are arranging their
goods on the shelves stores.

have subsided.

kindly aspeot which was the only phase of
it that many generations of men had known.
The country all around was enriched with
the new fertility that voloanic outpourings
bring to soils, The blackened desert far
and wide about St. Pierre was clad again
with an extraordinary growth of tropical
vegetation. The fugitives from the ham-
lets longed to return, and finally some of
the more courageous broke the way. Others
followed them, and we may see to-day many
humble homes with gardens and fields that
have come to life again at Basse Pointe,
Macouba, Grande Riviére, Précheur, Morne
Rouge and A joupa-Boulllon,

As the months passed these farmer folk
began to long for the oity where they had
been accustomed to sell their produce and
supply their needs. They eaid it was a
far journey to Fort de France. It was
natural that they should wish for the resur-
rection of St. Pierre. At length a fow mer-
chants ran the hazard of beginning busi-
ness in a small, tentative way among the
ruins of the oity. They were followed by
others, and so we see St. Pierre rising from
its ashes. February 21 a merchant steamer
of the Transatlantique Line stopped at 8t.
Plerre to unload freight. It was the first
visit of the kind to that port for nearly
six years. About the same time Mr. Le-
preux, Governor of the island, arrived to
seo the new settlement and was received
at the site of the former city building by
Mr. Ernoult, the only member of the old
oity government whose fortunate absence
saved his life on that fatal day.

About 5,000 persons are now living among
the ruins of 8t. Pierre. They have peti-
tioned for the reestablishment of municipal
No official authorization of
the movement to recreate the city under
the shadow of Pelée has yet been issued, 4
and there is apparently no need for it, as the
Colonial Government has recognized the
movement by contributing funds toward
clearing away the ruins. Many of the paved
streets are in a good state of preservation;
and as the work advances it is not surprising
that under the heaps of débris countless
human relics are brought to light. The
thousands of lives they represent went out
with the old St. Pierre. The new oity is
ooming, but it will come to stay?

For several days before the tragedy the
morning paper had urged the excited
people to be calm. Pelée had never done
anything vegyr mean; its ebullitions would
doubtless cease soon and all would bewell.
A senseless panic and flight would do the
city more harm than Pelée could ever in-
flict. This prophecy of a volcano's be-
havior was the silly incident in the tragio
story. St. Pierre is rising, not because of
any faith in Pelée’s good intentions but be-
cause it is human to hope for the best. Her
new builders and their children will take
their chances along with many other parts
of the world where great natural catastro-
phes are likely to occur some time or other.

The Bath in France.

From the Saturday Review,

An FEonglishman will do well, es; r ~lally If he goes
to stay In an old fashioned house, to bring his gutta-
percha tub with him, I was staYing many years
ago In a French country house, and had neglected
to do so. 1 asked for one In the plorning. The
footman sald he would look, and came back in
triumph with one. “Whkat do they do here!” I
asked, “Madame la Marquise takes the big bath
regularly once a month.” “And Monaleur le Mar-
quis!” I asked. "He never uses it." It would,
however, be a mistake to imagine from this that
Frenchmen are not so clean as we are. ‘This horror
of the tub is not necessarily an objection to clean-
liness. The Frenohman washes himself in com-
partmentis under the impression that the water
which cleanses one part of his body has fulfilled Its
duty and must not be used for another, It is a
long and tedlous process; Indeed, a Frenchman
once told me he could not finish his tollet under an
bour and a half; butinthe long run be Is as clean as
{1 not oleaner than we are, 1t Is, however, a terrible
waste of time. In most French houses the tub has
now, jo the horror of all the more conservative
French, become an institutivn; but there are many
left where it Is as well to be provided agalnst emer-
gencles. I was some time ago staying In lower
Brittany and asked the usual question. I was told
1 might go to the “Salle des Eains,” 400 yards' off,
I was In a hurry and oould not manage this, so had
to put up with a Jarge footpan. I was subse-
quently laughed at for my nalvetd: “What, you
expected a bath In Lower Brittany! But such
things do not exist.”

Joha Ball’s Marksmanship.

’ From (he Fortnightly Review,

John Bull has assuredly cause for congratulation
in the following statement—based on the gun-
layers' tests—showing the decrease In the waste
of ammunition.

In 1898, 60 shots out of every 100 fired missed the
target.

In 1809, 89 shota out of every 100 fired missed the
target.

In 1900, 68 shots out of every 100 fired missed the
target,

In 1901, 64 shots ous of every 100 fired missed the
target. -

In 1002, 59 shots out of every 100 fired missed the
target.

Ju 1008, 54 shots out of every 100 fired missed the
target.

In 1904, 98 shots out of every 100 fired missed the
target.

In 1905, 44 shots out of every 100 fired missed the-
target.

In 1008, 20 shots out of every 100 fired missed the

target.

1n 1907, 21 shots out of every 100 fired missed the
target.

In other words the value of the British fleet as a
quick and accurate hitting machine is two and a
half times what It was ten years ago and 1s still
inoreasing.

Church Within a Church.
From the London Globe.

Covehithe, five miles south of Lowestoft, is noted
for its “church within a church,” a further proot
that the churches hereabout are out of all pro-
portion to shie needs of the present day population.
The remains of the old church present a noble pile
of lvy covered ruins, celebrated for their pleturesque
beauty. Thelr magnitude Indicates what a grand
bullding it must have been and vouch for the former
importance of this little wayside village. The
present church, which Is quite large enough for the
very few bitants of the pariah, is erected Inslde
the nave of the old church, of which i does nos
oooupy one-half. i

: Unwedded.
Along bher tranqull way she went,
The slow, sad course of changeless year,
‘While in her burned her youth unapent,
Dulled sometimes by her geptlo tears.

In richer lives she saw the strange
Sweet urgency of wedded days.

In dreams she watched her pale light change
Into the ateadfast altar blasze,

above

L dia

| ponsraverIVE JIM SHERMAN.

Herole Effort of the Uticn Statesman fop |
Extrs Milegge.

To ras Epyron or Tum Suw—=8ir; One of
the many acts of usurpation of which Presi.
dent Roosevelt was gullty was that of making
& “constiuctive” recess, the infinitesimal space
of time that elapsed between the termination
of the special session of the Fifty-eighth Con.
gress and the convening of the regular seasion
at noon on the first Monday of December,
1003. Taking advantage of this straining of
the law by the President, the "boys” in Con-
gress determined to rald the Treasury and get
mileage for three sessions instead of twe,
although the special eession was continyeq
up to the very moment set by the Constitu.
tion for the commencement of the regular
session. It was therefore impossible for a
member to have ¢ven drawn a breath between
the two sessions, let alone to have ocome to ,
his home and subsequently returned to
Washington.

Wheén originally ettempted, on January 30,
1904, this barefaced raid was successfully -
combated by Congressmen Underwood,
De Armond and myself, successfully becausa

y who favored the steal were afraid to
face their uents b‘ oing on record
for it with the Congress elections only a few
months . With the elections over, how-
ever, and with several of those who had pri-
vately advocated it defeated for reelection
the raid was renewed during the concludin
days of the Fifty-eighth Congress, on Marc!

1, 1905, e Congressionhl Recordof that data
shows that the leader of the raid was James
8. S8herman, the Republican candidate for
Vice- ent. Although opfonod by the
same three members who had OIth it at the
z:aviou- session, the agtempt of Mr,
epau the Treasury to the “boys" was sic-
ou1 uk—ut least so far as the House's action

oo}d etermine it.

ote the language of this exponent of mod-
ern Republicanism; this fit exponent of its ab-
sence of moral concepts:

“ Iwant to say In answer to my colleague from the
Borough of Brooklyn (Mr. Baker), that neither on
this proposition or any other which I have ever
offered or ever shall offer In this House am I afrald
to stand upon my feet and say that 1 am In favor
of 1t." And, “I1 have never had any doubt abous
our legal right to draw the money. [ never had
m:{‘ doubt, and | have none now, about our moral
right to draw the money."

Think of it! The “moral” right of a legis-
lative body to draw mileage for coming to a
second session, when not one second could
have ela between its convening and the
termination of the previous session'!

The remembrance of this concept of “moral”
right doubtless accounts for the enthusiastio
support (the only candidacy during the entire
convention,as weare told, which evoked genu-
fne enthusiasm) accorded the S8herman can-
by his Republican Congress colleagues
at Chicago. One can picture the riot of ex-
travagance and the facility with which jobs
would glide through under a Sherman ad-
ministration should the ecountry ever be
afMicted with one. The “boys” would have
their innings at the Treasury aven if thereby
the country was bankrupted.

BROOKLYN, June 20. RORERT BAKER.

JUSTICE TO THE NEGRO.

Severe Sentencés Imposed by Civil Courts
for Trifling OTences,

To T8 EpIiTOR oF THE SUN—Sir: Mr.
Oscar T. Crosby of Virginia takes a laudable
position so far as it goes in regard to accord-
ing Jjustice to the negro. The Brownaville
case, as [ underatand it, was tried by a mili-
tary court, and [ should be averse to criti-
olaing the decision of a court of this kind.'
But Mr. Crosby might with profit study and
agitate for a more equitable distribution of
justice in the civil courts, particularly in
the county courta of the South and especialiv
in those States where it is the custom to farm
out convict labor, the proceeds of flnes and
bg‘o being distributed among the county
officers.

Only recently within my knowledge fou-
ne‘roea were convicted of gambling by a
white jury on wvery questionable evidence.
The oomghlnt and arrest were made by
deputy sheriffs, without complaint by any
citizen, in & remote and unfrequented section.

he Judge imposed a fine of $75 each or in

efault nine months serivce in the chain

ang. For this nine months service tha

bor of these negroes had a value of $270
net each man, this being the market price
of their labor among the contractors. I knew
every one of the negroes and th'gy were a very
quiet, orderly set of men. robably they
were nllyln{ cards, possibly they were gam-
bling, but does a punishment [ike the one
imposed fit the offence, and does Mr. Crosb
know of a ease of any white man being fin
$75 for gambling in the South?

I like the spirit of Mr. Crosby's letter, and
if he is sincere [ would be very glad to co-
operate with him in endeavoring
more wholesome feeling of justice toward
the negro In the South, where I am inter-

ested. NORTHERNER.
New Yorx, June 20,

Somerset Fleld Names.
From the Spectator.

Why the place is called Babylon nobody can tell,
The name lasts beyond the memory of the oldest
inhabitants, and for anything they know It may
have been called Babylon for all time. A study
of the names of the flelds In a country parish is of
much interest.
vives memories of feuds, discoveries, claims, of old
families that once owned the soil and made history,
of countless parochial detalls. All sorts of quaing
and curious fleld names there are near Babylon—
names historical, llke Pennsylvania; mames de-
soriptive, like Look-about Batch, Wet Mead, Honey-
hole, Gooseland, Three-corner Paddock: names
reminiscent of local dealings, like Hard-and-Sharp
and Greatcoat Cleeves; or of local holdings, like
Copylease and Peppericase., Then ibere are romantio
names, like Little Perdigate, which has a flavor
of Arthurian romance; grim names, llke Bloody
Paddock, which has an eploc sound; grotesque

names, debased from some nobler original, like

Hoke and Pinchin; names expressive of local sar-
casm, like Forty Acre, which Is a fleld comprising
fourteen perches; suggestive names, like Apsall's
ahd Poor Apsall's; or personal names, like Pearce's
Leg, a long, narrow fleld of uncertaln shape,

County of Long Distances.
Pterre correspondence St. Pawl Dispatch.

The election judges for the northeast precinets
in Butte county will have a nice mileage claim to
present to 4hat county for the delivery of the ballos
boxes. Judges from two of the precincts in that
county went through this city with the boxes on
their way to Belle Fourche. Making the trip by
way of Aberdeen, Huron, Plerre to Belle Fourche,
1t 1s a distance of about 600 miled.

1t was either a trip that way by rall or one of 150
miles across country by team, and they seleoted
the rall trip as the shortest, as heavy rains have
badly swollen the streams which they would bhave
been compelled to cross by driving, with the chances
of waiting several days for the streams to go dowa
to allow them to continue their journey,

The Right Pronunociation.
From Out West,

It is a disgrace and a shame that In a eity like
Los Angeles, populated by 300,000 educated Ameri -
cans, the very name of the town they live in and
are proud of and have helped to make should be
wifebcaten at their dally hands. Even if late, Iy
is time now to make a grusade for the ofMolal pro-
nunclation which will be followed by every seilf-
respecting person with the fear of God and the Jove
of California before his eyes. And that's casy te
set and easy to get: Loce Ang-el-ess.

More Wasps Than He Wanted.
From the London Evening Standard.

The announcement that the Hayward's Heath
Hortlcultural Soclety was prepared to pay a penay
for every queen wasp brought to the summer show
has caused the secretary to be Inundated with
wasps from all parts of England. Some of the
senders have requested that the money they con-
sider due to them should be forwarded by retura
of post. The secretary, however, wishes it 10 be
understood by senders that only persous living
within the radius of the show will be paid for thelr
Wasps., !

ther Horseshoes In Australia.
From the British Australian.

In some parts of Australla the horse Is shod wifa
leather Instead of iron, the feet recelving better
support; but this novelty Is employed only In re-
glons where the ground is permanently covered
with grass or fine sand. Though the leather shoe
is more expensive than the lron shoe the higher
price Is repaid by the superior advantages. It ls
not impossible the innovation will soon extend ro
every couniry whexe the nature of the soll permits
it 10 be used,

Saving the Massachusetts Woods.
From (he Boston Advertiser.

As & result of the efforts to save the North Shore
woods from destruction by the gypsy moths more
than 1,000 acres have been treated by clearing off
and burning the underbrush, and nests creosoted
by tres olimbers. There have been 420 men a9
work. About 900 more acres have been found
which sre more or less thiokly Infested, although
somae 0f them have not very many moth nests,

 Beanties of Nature.

mlbt horse race without a bet ilke?
& summer resort withous s man,

It flluminates local history, ye- .
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