M TO FAME OF SNAKE=EM«
ouUT,JIM.

ted Inventor of One of the Most

ous Devices for Cheating at the

@ of Faro Known to Professional
Use SInco IN30.

G Gamblers--In
,4' gan died in Cincinnati the other day
v was known to the gambling fra-

nity, of the last generation as Snake-
m-out Jim. Although ho got his mail
varions surnames, sometimes at
hotels, sometimes at cheap res-
nts, sometimes at the general de-
. thé Christian name upon the
Seivolopes was always James. When he
ded (o be hh’lyihk at the Wibson

™ s
@e or the Emery Arcade and went
: ?ur his lotters the clerc always
good naturedly in asking him:
Jetter is it in to-day, James?" and
would always reply with the
dignity and some show of as-
shment: “Why S., of course,” or what
¢ letter he was temporarily sailing

pake-'em-out Jim must have been a

old man, because he was the ro—]

fled inventor of one of the most ingen-
devicos known to professional
blers for cheating at the game of
Bro-—-the fifty-three card shuffle, which
ji8 been in use since 1850, if not longer.
The way it camo about was often told
Jim bimself. In the old days, long
) » the war, Jim made a precarious
pg by doubling up with men who
better card shufilers than himself;
who could throw three card monte
pull jack strippers from a euchre
with equal lacility.
ke all gamblers, Jim's first thought
he madoe a haul was to make a
¥ against faro bank, but as he, in com-
b with his kind, almost invariably got
worst of these encounters with the
iger, he readily fell in with tho plans of
,‘r ang who made a business of touring
peountry and “snaking” the game.
‘snaked game, it may be explained, is
B8 in which certain players have tam-
Bred with the cards used in dealing and
p¥e unknown to the proprietors of tho
manipulated these cards in such a

N i er that they can fell better than the |

whether particular cards will win
p upon the turn.

The chief difficulty in snaking « faro
is in getting hold of the cards with
the game will be dealt next day.
keys, files, nippers and dark lan-

8 are frequently brought into requi-
in obtaining admittance to faro
after the game is closed for the
abd the cards safely locked up;

‘James soon realized that if he were

ight (in that part of the transaction

statement of his ultimate object— |

nply to mark a pack of cards and put
i back—would hardly be accepted as
ctise by the Judge. '
his oonsideration led him to prefer
ng against the game after it had been
Baked by his pals. His genius suggested
& methods, they carried them out and
M placed the money on the Jayout.

pe of his favorite methods of snaking |

game, chiefly because it could be done
skly and needed little mechanical
1 }»,;‘ oy, was to take a pack of cards
thic !md been slightly used and clean
wedges of the sixes, sevens and eights
‘eandpaper. By sitting at the left
dealer he could watch until it got
to the last turn,and if hesaw that one
clean edged cards remained in the
it wds an easy matter to see whether

8 the bottom card or the one next it.
those days ull the cheating done by
the bank was done by means of what is
lled s “brace game,” that is, a conspiracy
< en the dealer and the case keeper,
When the cards were pulled out two at a
g, 80 as to change the run, the under-
th card of the fraudulent turn was
ard unobtrusively shown to the
pase keeper, who marked it up, But when
i number of players got into the habit of
ieeping their own tab on things this be-
gme a dangerous game, especially when
Wo or three determined Jooking men
mgreed as to their tab records and dif-

pod with the case keeper.

“While Snake-'em-out Jim was watching
ior the last turn in a game which one of
@is pals had snaked just such a dispute
iBout. the correctness of the cases arose.

L

ed only three. In order to convinoe
ntlemen that the case keeper was
the tza}:l:arh!uorsed the box over on
ide so the edges of the unplayed
might be counted. ERY
moment the dealer's eyes fell upon
ds he noticed the difference in the
pr of the edges and looked inquirlngg
player on his left, and the sud-
of embarrassment that overcame
8 verified his suspicions.
inking over the unpleasant experi-
the next day James had an idea,
pf those sudden flushes which chan,
inle After studying it over with
ok of cards he determined to take the
“pro prietor of the bank into his confildence
Lon condition that he should have a per-
itage of the profits of the game.
i His scheme was safer than any brace
me, because it needed no confederate,
d the cases would be always correot
il agree with the tabs kept by the play-
All it needed was a good shuffler,
that is an easy proposition when it
to dealing faro. The only change
M Bpparatus necessary was to put a fifty-
Phird card into the pack and then to shuffle
P80 as to make the last turn come any
you wanted it to.
'remarkable was the success of this
imple scheme that Jim might have been
=@ rich man if he could have resisted the
—-}; mptation to try his luck against other
) ks, The sharpest gamblers in the
goountry were victimized by it, and it is
“to-day, after sixty years use, one of the
. eat and surest ways of fleecing the un-
mamd in gambling houses which are
c®perfoctly square.” No one ecan detect
who has not been instructed in the
e and has not studied it closely
igh to recognize the movement even
BN (_)nnnnalerl by the full length of the
ar's fingers.
he idea which James originated was
i One extra card of any denomina-
h being added to a pack, say an ace,
two possible positions for that card,
on to e disclosed to the players, the
ikher to be concealed. Different cards
@0 be used in different packs so as to
BVoid detection by the constent repetition
e same cards in the last turn,
Af the fifth card is an ace the five aces
en out of the pack and the remain-
forty-eight cards are sanded go as to
jien ticir surfaces very slightly.
p two aoecs which are duplicates are
marked on the backs so that the
ar oan tell them from the other cards
WW he is hufMing the pack.
n shuffling the dealer can easily
tbu'lw the pack at one of the aces be-
86 they are not sanded
-and shufiles until he gets one of the
P ;grkod aces on tha top of the pack
g then shuffles a card on the top Oﬁh‘ﬂ
= ¢ @aoé and shuffes witil he gets the dupli-
LOBte ace on the top of this again. Any
Pd will do for the top of all, and this
. ‘#tock " must not be afterward dis-
; , a false or double cut bein
re placing the pack in the

used
ealing

3 Lot us suppesg that the winner on the
¢ last turn before the call is an eight. Im-
mediately under this eight must be one

of the duplicate ace: and under that,
between it and the other ace, must be one

of the two cards shown by the tabs as
still’'tb come. let us snppose these two
cards fo be a king and queen and that

ib®e roen insisted that there were still
gards in the box, while the case keeper |

and he cuts

.|in Japan is the footfall, so different from

ty
the turn to come ace-q\

g the dealer pulls two cards when
he makes the first part of the turn, The
upper card that he pulls is the elght and
tna card that he takes with it, unper-

the players, is the first aoe,
leaving the queen to be pulled out as a
loser and m&lnu the turn come queen-
aoa, The second ace is then .Rp.d
ullﬁhuy aside to show the king In hook’
and to prove that the deal is correct.

But if the bll(l money 1s calling the turn
queen-ace or king-ace or klaf-quoon or
queen-king, all of which would be beaten
if the ace should lose on the turn, the |
dealer pulls only one card for the first
part of the turn, showing the first ace
under the eight as a loser. Then on the
second part of the turn he pulls one card,
showing the queen as a winner. When
he pomes to slide the queen 8o as to show
the king in hock he slides the second ace
with the queen so that it is not seen.

In later years, when more expeditious
methods for fleecing gentlemen players
were invented, such. as having operators
hidden under the table who could take
all the cards out of the dealing box
| through a trap in the table, arranging
| the next turn according to a signal from
[the dealer while some piker was hesi-
tating over a 50 cent bet, James used to
turn an honest penny by teaching the
| fifty-three card shuffle to those who wished
[to know it when they saw it. Among
his pupils was the writer. Henoe this
Ilittlo tribute to a misdirected genlus.

| ——

|RUBBER BANDS AND PENCILS.

Wasteful Use of Them by Government
Clerks at Washington.
I'rom the Pathfinder.

| “There's only one Infallible way to tell a
| Govarnment. clerk.” remarked - a - philoso-
| phising department official in Washington
| the other day “And how's that?" we
| asked. “\Why, It's this way,” he went on:
g"xr 4 man has his vest pockets full of rub-
| ber bands you, may know he works for
| Uncle Sam. Ruhler hands are as free as
i the air you breathe in the Government de-
| partments (and much freer than some of
the air). lequisitions for them by the
| ton are sent in to headquarters and the
! clerk never stope to think teven If he knows
| the fuct) that they cost a dollar a pound
| or more for Uncle Sam and not he has to
i foot the billa, \

5 “Why. have you any idea how many rub-
| ber bands are used, or rather wasted, by
| the Government every year?
| big money, I can assure you, for | am in
| u position where 1 have inside information
about it, The Pension Office simply ecats
up rubber bands faster than a Western
| threshing machine gets away with grain,
Great big bands are needed to hold the papers
{in the thousands of cases together, and
they cost a cent aplece. A\ cent's nothing
to worry over, you'll say, but when the
thing goes on at the rate it does, it makes
I an item in the course of the year that would
wreck any private business, 3

“You've no idea how careless and ex-
travagant people get when they know that
it's going to come out of the Government,
Fvery fellow seems to be bent on seeing
who can run through with the most, and
the rubber hand graft is the moet striking
illustration of this 1 know of. 1've called
| attention to this leak over and over, but
| the powers that be always reply that such
things as rubbher bands are too small po-
tatoes to sit up nights over. I don't dare
say how much Uncle Sam’'s total annual
bill for rubber bands is, but it’s up in the
millions, indging from my data,

“Then there's the lead pencil graft too.
Why, President HRoosevelt's commission
that he appointed to look into the depart-
mental leaks actually found that the Gov-
ernment buys enough lead pencils to give
every clerk a new pencil gvery single work-
ing day of the year. Now any sensible
man knows that those clerks can't use up
that many pencils.. \When a man pays his
own hard earned money for a pencil he can
keep it for wecks, but when the Govern-
ment supplies him it's diferent,

“The Post Office Department, which
comes the closest of any the departments
to being run on a businees basis, years ago
discovered that it couldn't stand for the
promiscuous use of rubber bands. So the
postal clerks have to use common string
to tie up their bundles of letters, Exhaus-
tive eflorts have been made to discover
sonie method of bunching them that would
be still cheaper, for even the string item
accounts for a considerable part of the
postal deficit, Yon can’t expeot great
statesmen to get down to figuring on these
little items, for that would be ‘cheese-
| paring,” and so the waste goes merrily on.
By the way, here's a dandy pencil—take it
along-new kind they're furnishing our
office—much better than the old cheap
kind-——and here's a bunch of rubber bands
—they'll come in handy —-anyway the chil-
dren can make some rubber balls out of
them-—you're welcome—Uncle Sam foots
the bill, you know: Come back when yon've
used those up. Good-by."

e e e P

PIGEONS FOLLOWED SHIP.

Sea Captain's Stories of Birds That
Found Their Home Abeard Vessels,
From the Houston Post.

Capt. Cowdy of the British steamship
Cayo Manzanillo is a fancier of pigeons,
and has demonstrated by actual ex-
perience that birds of the homing class
will locate for themselves a temporary
as well as a permanent loft. Capt. Cowdy
said that he had noticed recently in des-
patches from Galveston that a number of
homer pigeons had been picked up by
vessels in the Gulf and by people in this
city and said that he is of the opinion that
they may be part of his family of ten which'
was lost from the Cayo Manzanillo off Vera |
Cruz in a storm.

These ten pigeons are Belgian birds
and have travelled with Capt, Cowdy for
thousands of miles and have been released
in many different countries, at times as far
as 500 miles in the interior, and in every
case have found their way back to their
ship, evidently having no trouble picking
out their homes among the numerous other
vessels that might be at anchor.

One of the latest tests that Capt. Cowdy
gave to his birds was at Vera Cruz,
Mexico, when he took his pets with him a
distance of 200 miles into the interior
to the City of Mexico, where they were
released, and they flew direct to Vera Cruz
and to their loft on board his ship.

An interesting coincidence with the
disappearance of his ten birds on fhe
night of the storm was that the next day
one of them returned. It found the ship
at rea and fell to the deck exhausted.
Shortly afterward it recovered and appeared
anxious to leave again. It was released, |
but after flying about the ship for a
{while rose in the air and made frantic|
appeals, so Capt, Cowdy  interprets them,
| to attract the attention of the commander
| and then slowly started away in the direc-

tion from which it had come. Capt. Cowdy
is positive in his belief that the bird's ac-
tions were intended to show that it would
¢o after its companions and steer them to
theship. The bird's disappearance was the
last seen of it, and the captain is of the opin-
ion that his pets were caught in the force of
| the gale and perished, else he issure that
| they would have followed the ship.

|
|

The Japanese Footrall.

From the Queen.
One of the odd things which strikes one

{

the sound made by shoe leather, filling the
ears in say a crowded station in Toklo
| with its European looking trains, platforms,
| ticket ofMces, hookstalls and other familiar
| objects!
The musical clicking noise of the wooden
sandals or clogs, which are worn out of
doors by all classes of Japanese and which
are malsed aboye the ground at varying
[ heights, according to the state of the roads,
is one of the most characteristic bits o
detail of the country, and any picture
afterward recalled to the mind has this
clinkety elink, clinkety clink, as a running
chompcnlmont.

1L

species and Its condition,
celved by the furrier the raw mater|al cer-

It runs into |

some distance away,
down, chatted with him, and they ate food

station.

:
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Hew Thoy Ave Made Into Ragv—False
| Hoad With' Anfimals' Teeth,

{ From Tit-Bits,

If the reports of the large furriers are
to be belleved there (s m veritable craze
now for rugs made out of the ekin of some
wild beast. Thousands of skins are now
converted Into charming and delightful
rugs, and they certainly inolude a great
variety of animals, from the monkey to
the libn and the liftle Teddy bear to the
hug® polar.

‘* The dressing and mounting of theee skine
Ia ot once a strange yet fascinating business,
Naturally the most valuable skin to-day s
that of the king of beasta. A lion skin, with

& well moupted head and flowing mane, will

fetoh as much as £100 or even £120, though

occaslonally they can be ploked up for £50

or a little less, It depends upon whether
it I8 a full grown specimen, the rarity of the
When first re-

tainly does not look Inviting; but after a
fortnight's work upon I¢, during which
period it passes through as many as twelve

different hands, It is converted Into a charm-
ing and maljestio rug, a fitting adornment

for any mansion,

First of all it goes Into the “pickling " vat,
& receptacle containing certain chemical
liquide, where It remains for two or three
days. It is rthen scraped with large knives.
when [t is placed in a tub and beaten under
foot in sawdust. It now passes to the dry-
Ing room, where it {s suspended on hooks
and allowed to remain in a dry but high
temperature for several hours. [t is next
heaten by two men with long canes. This
beating has the effect of making the skin
pliable. All that requires to be done now
{s to make all bad places good, such as bul-
let holes and rents caused through spear
thruste, and mount it. If it is desired to
mount the pelt with a head the furrier has
to call in the taxidermist to his ald.

The skin of the polar bear measures from

10 feet to as much as 12 feet or even 14 feet
In length, and from 6 feet to 7 feet in width,
a veritable minfature carpet of glossy white
fur, 1% to 2% incheg In depth, These rugs,
too, are expensive, running from as low as
£35 up to £80 apiece and more. It s only a
copnoisseur in skins that can tell their real
market value. [p the case of the polar bear
it 18 very seldom that a perfect specimen Is
found Most of these skins contain a slight
shade of brown, whercas they should be of
a pure silvery white color [t is this white-
ness that decides their value.
Most of the heads used on rugs nowadays
aro made of papier maché, -with occa-
siqnally the original tecth of the animal.
They are covered, of course, with the ani-
mal'sown skin. Making good the whiskers,
the hair of the eyebrows and getting a life-
ltke pose about the facq Is a task which
only an artist in this line can undertake:
The skins of the tiger, leopard and the
other great cats go through the same proc-
esses. Then the furrier will mount five
or alx of tho smaller animals, such as the
lynx, fox, wolf, &c., on one foundation,
making them up into a good sized rug.

The skins themselves are obtained by the
furriers from the recognized markets.
They secure them from the periodical fur
sales held at the London docks, Leipsio in
Germapy, Nijni Novgorod in Russia, Bok-
hara in Persia, and so on. To these markets
the groat fur trading companies send their
wares.' These Iu turn obtauin them from
the trappers and hunters. We have some
idea of the enormous trade done in this
curious merchandise when it is stated
that the annual value of the furs and skins
sold in the recognized markets amounts to
£3,000,000 .

SOUTH SEA ISLANDERS' FEUDS.
Bash Vendetta That Is the Cause of
Many Crimes.

From the London Standard.

Miss Young of the South Sea Island
Evangelical Mission, who has recently re-
turned to Brisbane after four months
among Solomon Island natives, has many
interesting things to relate as to their
cystoms. Native murders, It appears, are
of frequent occurrence, bt a great many
are the result of feuds between different
tribes.

Two Christian boys belonging to the
mission at Malo were brutally done to death,
and another Christian natlve at Fiu was
also murdered. The crimes were unpro-
voked,' but were committed because the
islanders believed in having a life for a life.
If a man belonging to a tribe is killed by
another tribe there is no peace until the
death is avenged, and it generally happens
that the most inoffensive man in the offend-
ing tribe falls a vietim. The native who
was killed at Fiu left the mission station
accompanied by a child to visit bis garden
The bushmen came

together. Then the bushmen suddenly
turned on him and killed hine to avenge a

murder committed by his tribe some time
previously.

On another occasion, at Onepein, the

head station of the mission, a native came
and associated with the Christian boys
and shortly before daylight one morning
this man secured an axe, struck a Christian
boy on the head and ran away. The in-|!
Jjured boy was attended by a woman mis-
sionary and subsequently recovered.

Mies Young adds that a young Kanaka

of about 18 years was recently brought
from an adjoining island, but it was found
necessary to send him away to another
It appeats that some years ago ||
the tribe from which the boy was taken
had murdered a man belonging to a bush
tribe near the station.
got to know the boy was there is a mystery,
but nevertheless it became known.
day a native who had not been near the
mission station for a year suddenly made
his appearance. The hoy was carefully
watched and at night slept in a room occu-

How the natives

One

pied by a misgionary, but he became so
terrified that it was necessary to sepd him
elrewhere,

Miss .Young says that the authorities are
doing all they can to prevent the importa-
tion of rifles and ammunition, but for all
that the bushmen become possessed of
rifles. Some of the firearms are of a very
old pattern. They are certainly not sup-
plied by white traders, who are too much
concerned about their own safety to supply
the natives with weapons of destruction.
It is alleged that some of the boys ship to
New Guinea and while there buy rifles and
ammunition. It has happened that some
of the boys when searched have had am-
munition in their possession,

Saved His Life and His Rupees.

From the London Daily Mail,

During the great flood at Hyderabad a
native banker, overtaken by the sudden
rush of water, made his wav onto & mound,
where he was (Ell(‘kl)’ isolated. The water
rose and the banker's legs were covered
to his knees,

.. Fifty rupees, fifty rupees,” he_shouted,
to any one who will save me!” When the
water reached his shoulders he was shout-
ln{. “One thousand rupees!” W’:en en-
ve o?od to his neck, with death starin
him in the face, he yelled, “Help, help. A
that [ have will f ’:veloanyone to save mel”

Shortly after the water began to recede,

hen once more he was covered only to
his knees an offer of rescue ¢ame; but the
banker, pluckin& ur his courage, cried

Keep off, keep off! [ will not give a rupeet*
and succeeded in making his escape free
of charge,

African Village Depepulated by Sleeping
Slekness.

Winaton Churchill in Strand Mapazine,

Fajao as a native town was no .more.
At hardly any point in Uganda has the
sleeping sickness made such frightful
ravages, At least 6,000 persons had per-
ished in the last two years. Almost the
whole population had been swept away.

Scarcely enough remained to form the
deputation; who in their white robes could
be discerned at the entrance (o the cleared
area of the umﬂ:j ground. And this
cleared area was f of the utmost im-
portance, for all uou_lla_g it the powers of
evil were strong. o roves which
fringed and overhum ver swarmed
with tse
venom
man oo

flies of‘ newly replenished
approved malignity, and no
enter them'except at & risk,
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“WRITING DUT

FORMS FOR NOTES OF THANKS
OR CONGRATULATIONS.

Perplexitios of These Whe Have te Coene
dole, to Acknowledge Gifts er te
Cengratunlate-Oafe Expressions teo
Use When the Writer 1 fn Deubt.

Letters of congratulation are a frequent
source of perplexity; letters of condolence
even more 80, Letters of thanks are a
stumbling block to the many, whether
they are in acknowledgment of wedding
presents, of presents of game, of Christ-
ras presents or birthday presents, or
whnether they relate to thanks for hospi-

A domen years ago the ‘simpticity of
dress, not to say tastelessness, of the’
average English woman was so, markcd
that she was held up before the women
of the whole world either as a model of
unobtrusiveness or hideousness. One
served the same purpose as the ‘other,
for underlying both was the faot that
English women expended leas money on
dress than others.

The tradesman’s wife oould never by
any ohanoe escape deteotion, Her olothes
gave her away, The shopgirl pald no
attention’ whatever to dress so long as
she was warmly clad in the winter and
had a white cotton dress or two in the

tality cxperienced.

It Is easy enough to write a letter of
congratulation In response to one from
a bride's mother announcing the mar-

ter herself, or from a bridegroom. It
only remains to wish the bridal pair all
happiness and to express satisfaction at
the engagement.

The difficulty comes in when the fact
of an engagement has been learned from
the newspaper oolumns, and it Is un-
certain whether the family is pleased or
not at .the projected marriage. Under
such circumstanecs it is advisable to
take refuge in generality and to hope
that the engagement is a matter of satis-
faction to all concerned

“T have just seen the announcement
of your daughter's engagement to Mr.
Blank. I hope you are pleased at it and
that I may 'congratulate you on the
event,” is a useful form of commence-
ment when the engagement announced
reveals merely the name of the bride-
groom and no more. '

If it is, on the face of it, one that speaks
for itself as to the wealth and position
of the bridegroom, the letter may be dis-
tinotly congratulatory, and “I was so
pleased to hear of dear Evelyn's engage-
ment to Mr, Percy Dash. 1expect you are
all very delighted at it,” &c., is the ap-
propriate form of congratulation.

When (he bridegroom's mother ia the
friend to be congratulated even more dex-
terity is required in wording the letter
to render it acceptable. A son’s choice
is fraught with very mixed feelings on the
part of the mother.

Thus his marriage is seldom a source
of unalloyed satisfaction to her, says a
writer in the Queen, and the letter of con-
gratulation must be warily, constructed,
and his merits dwelt upon, rather than
those of the new daughter-in-law.

“1 have seen the announcement of your
son's engagement to Miss Blank. I
trust she may be everything you could
wish; she is a very lucky girl to have
gained his affections. 8o good a son is
bound to wmake a good husband,” &o.,
is the kind of letter it is politic to write
to a proud and fond mother.

A letter of almost foroed congratula-
tions has frequently to be written to a
bridegroom when his choice is avowedly
unwise and the writer is aware of the
fact. “1 suppose I must congratulate
you on your intended marriage, and
trust that it may prove happy. You
have my best wishes, I dssure you,” &oc.
This line of argument has to be taken up
when nothing more definite can be said
under such conditions, the writer being
a real friend of the bridegroom.

Letters of thanks are oftener than not

of neoeult{ omewhat formal; they are
apt to be too brief, too still or too in-

should be struck if possible, neither too
much of the one nor the other. Jf the
subject is“dismissed in a few words and
another started which bas no connection
with it the inference is that the present
is but little valued; therefore the letter
should be as far as practicable limited
to a few gracious thanks.

Thu:k-‘ or wed:ihlnl presents :{l"? so:ino-
w at trying to e average rl when
they consist of perhaps useless trifles
or when they are but a r2petition of those
already received. In such cases the best
outlet is to dwell upon the kindness and
thoughtfulness of the giver rather than
upon the gift.

“How kind of you to send me a woddlng
present! It is very ’ood of you Than
you so much! I shall value it for your
sake,” &c., is a received and suitable class
of letter of thanks to write.

run into any number of adjectives the |
writer may have at command. |

Some ol our correspondents entertain |
the idea that it is quite unnecessary to |
acknowledge nts of rmme by notes |
of thanks. is supposition has its rise |
in the fact that between neighbors in the |
country a great deal of game is sent to
those who have no shootings of their own.
t is sent to this or that house, with “Mr,
Blank's compliments” written on the,
label and a verbal answer is returned, !
“Give my ocompliments .to Mr. Blank, |
and tell {Xm I am v much obliged,” |
is the usual formula, whi hllnooom%mlod
by a tip of balf a crown to the man bring-
ng the game over, and a letter of thanks
is in consequence not written.

It is quite another thing when 'g;nme
is sent friends living at a distance
or in town. Then a letter of thanks
should be written by return post. It is
one of those letters that should not be
deferred. It of the briefest and
should be written without delay.

A few words of thanks to the sender
for his kindness and a few words of praise
of the fine young birds is all that is re-
quired. Alfhough it is sent in the name
of the husband, it is etiquette to address
the letter of ks to the wife if ao-
quainted with her, otherwise it should
be addressed to t

he sender.
Formerly

it was the received rule that
Jetters of thanks should be written by
country house guests to their hostess a
day or two after the termination of the
visit. People of the highest rank and
the smartest men and women alike never
failed in this point of etiquette. It was
considered an ogg tion, an act of cour-
tesy not to be o .

3! late years the rush of life and the
pumerous short visits that sucoeed each
other so rapidly leave little time for
these notes to be written, and very man
people much in the swing express their
thanks with the shake of the hand at
parting. The hostess is aware of
press of engagements her departi

ts have in view and does not e
tters expressing the pleasure their
visits have given them.

The hostess whose smu are of a differ-
ent order is of a different order her-
solf, Her guests are not due at house
to house week after week—neither is ahe,
and on both sides there is leisure to write
Jetters of thanks and to read them.

In this orbit they are looked for as a
ai{n that tilln 'Mt';' have given pleasure.
“ tell you how very much we en-
joy:‘:lu.:ur vil’it. to you last week,” writes
one. *I can't tell you how much we
liked our visit to you and ¥eour husband.”
writes another, and a little more in the

strain.  The letters may refer to
other things of common interest, but
the first, o touched upon should be
the p visit and the kindness ex-
perienced from host and hosteas.

Coyote Against Rabbit.
From the Houslon Posl,

I have been ranching on an island for
more than a quarter of a century. There
are no carnivorous wild animals on my
island but the ooyote woll',‘ -nd‘l ocould

f him in a very short time an
::‘v:lg olmo expense, but if 1did the rab-
bit would srt')on ut l’?:l'l:l: :g lr‘n‘:;n“.d
men an
lkn';.:.wf‘m’m Iking about, and I declare
BerS.ond DOV imain'of Totas.save ths
animals o 7 e
ho?lg. n‘; stock raisers hundreds of

rlage of her daughter, or from the daugh- |

coherent and effusive. The right balance |

Thanking |
for valuable and beautiful things demands | that after her school days the mother-in-
no effort of imagination; the pen may |law's house walts for her,

| summer, As for the factory girl, she was

completely satisfied if she had plenty of
| feathers to stick in the front of her great
hat. 4 .

What has happened in the : meantime

to English women? asks the London
gorrespondent of Town and Country.
They have developed a tendenoy In
which has made them oomglououﬂy eager
for Il-edopr.p;‘ncnt s‘m'id noreased their
8 ing ca ty tenfold.

PThe woman of fashion no longer thinks
of dressing as she did formerly. The ad-
vent of French dressmakers was simul-
taneous with the new inolinations,

Fashionable dressmakers used to starve
in London. Now they become mil-
lionaires, I could name a dozen or more
fashionable establishments of this sort
which are now the vogue merely because
English women insist on spending un-
wonted sums on thefr clothes, The shop-

rl, too, no longer looks like a frump

t dresses, if not so elegantly, far beyon
her limited means.

CENTRE OF OUR POPULATION.

its Migration Westward Remarkably
Uniform In Rate and Direetion.
From the Geographical Journal.

The centre of population in 1900 was In
the State of Indiana. In 1780 the centre
was twenty-three miles east of Baltimore,
in the State of Maryland, or virtually on
the Atlantic shore line.

+ Its migration has been slow and remark-
ably uniform, both in rate and in direo-
tion, It has hovered for 110 years along
the 89th parallel of latitude, and ita total
variation in latitude has been less than

one-third of one degree.

The westward movement has averaged
less than a degree in a decade, notwith-
standing the incredibly swift ocoupation
of a vacant continent by a movement of
population westward. The easterly po-
sition of the centre of population is in part
due to the fact that the eastern part of
the continent was first settled and was
1um.led from the east. The easterly po-

sition of the centre of population is also

due to the more evenly distributed and
more abundant resources of the eastern
half of the United States.

It should not be fo:gotten that the

graphical centre of the United States
ﬂ‘;’ some hundreds of miles west of the
Mississippi River. The eastern half of
the country therefore embraces the At-
lantic lowlands, the prairies and Great
Lake plains, the Gulf lowlands and the
forests and minerals of the Appalachian
Mountains and Appalachian plateaux,
Over against these are the arid and moun-

tainous areas of the west.

Certain areas will be reclaimed to in-
credible productiveness, and the mineral
wealth is vast: but the centre of population
may be expected to remain permanently
to tiemtwud of the geographical centre
of the land.

JAPANESE SCHOOLGIRL'S WORK.

Rules of the Tea Ceremony—Feast of
the Dolls.

From the London Daily News.

! *“There is a new woman in Japan,” says
Miss Alice M. Bacon, for many years head
mistress of the Peeresses’ school in Tokio,
“and she is the problem of the day in Japan,
Girls are coming into the cities from the
whole country to go to school, and it is a
problem to know what to do with them.
They know only the old system, and their
parents know only that, but they feel
the pulse, of the new life and they cannot
be held back.

“[t is rather pathetic that the Japanese
zirl knows so well that her school days
are her happlest days. She never plans
the gay. happy years ‘when I'm grown up.’
Instead she takes all her little schoolgirl
pleasures with the full consciousness that
when they are over there will come a time
when devotion to duty will be almost the
only pleasure in life for her. She knows

and that there
in the lowest place in a stranger's house
she will have to work patiently her way
up to the respect and good will of a strange
family,

“The little daughter of a wealthy house
goes to school from 6 to 17 She learns
reading, writing, natural science, English,
the koto, sewing, cooking and the tea
ceremony.

“The rules of the tea ceremony were
fixed about the time the Spanish Armada
was besieging Elizabeth. Every movéement
of the woman, every position of cup, spoon,
tea caddy, towel, is prescribed. .

“To a foreigner Japanese sewing seems
so extremely simple that it would hardly
seem necessary to study it, but the Japan-
nese girl applies herself to it with the knowl-
edge that in the future the appearance of
her children, her husband, her mother-
in-law and her father-in-law will all be set
down to her credit or discredit.

“She learns to cook sufficiently to direct
her servants, particularly in the line of
rice and pickles,

“The daughter of the house must learn
to arrange the flowers not only artistically
but so that they will bear that wealth of
symboliem found In every Japanese group-
ing of flowers.

“The feast of the dolls is the quaintest
of all the little Japanese girls' festivals,
In the storehouse where are kept all the
family treasures there are boxes filled with
dolls which have come down from the
grandmothers and great-grandmothers,
Each new bride brings her dolls when ‘she
comes (o her father-in-law's house, and she
keeps the feast each year till her eldest
daughter is old enough to take it up.”

Underground River of Mammeth Cave.

Cove City correapondence Louisville Courier-
Journal.

A startling discovery has just.been mui-
in Mammoth Cave which is indisputably
the effect of the drought which has prevailed
over this section for ninety days, In some
of the avenues where water from ten to
fifteen feet atood it is now perfectly dry.

The effect i8 more noticeable on Echo
River than any place. hat famous stream
which normally can only be trave for
a short distance, owing to the water and
the roof of the cave being 80 near each
other, can now be travelled for miles, an
it is claimed that the echoes, grtn at all
times, have been intensified thousands of
times by :lh.i llo‘w vrtuer. M.tnrlude tl;e

venues and inlets not known to have ex-
l.at.:?i before have been discovered, and at
the present water stage many miles of
avenues and grottoes can be uén.

While the water is low an effort will be
made to locate the exit of the Echo River.

Mailne Sexton for 60 Years.

. From the Portland Preass.

After sixty-six consecutive years service
Obed W. Russell has resigned as sexton
of the Union Church in the town of Phillips,
and he is probably the dean of Maine sex-
tons. And for ali tthrop.urv:ouo‘l_ he has

ver & oent in %
eI the old Philiips familles of his time
have been greeted by the sound of the bell

d | rung by Mr. Russell's steady hand, when

.the last soene came it was Mr, Rus-

sell who sounded the knell, In those
there was a custom to :I,nl.!l
A 2 rt
noonac the number o t[lo eparted

in chec

r:ﬁﬁ‘on.or Qollars by kesping the rabbit

the steeple in all ports of weather

Von t\.l:ny hdnter in

. Parta of certaln great parks in Englend,
#uch as Eridge Park, the oldest deer park
in the kingdom, are kept practically wild
in their original forest state, while near
to the castle is the cultivated home park.

Eridge Park contains 5,000 acres and is
the only estate in England, with one ex-
oeoption, where deer taking with hounds
is still carried on. The other place is Wo-
burd, the Duke of Bedford’s seat.

The Marquis of Abergavenny is the
owner of Eridge Park, but it once formed
part of the royal chase, 1t still retains
the wild beauty it then had, although
there’ are more than seventy miles of
lovely drives in it, not counting those of

the home park.

Deer. taking is entirely different from
deer hunting. The ob is to take the
animals alive so that may be trans-
ferred to the home park to fattened
and eventually turned into venison.

The eport is by no méans as tame as it
sounds. A seven to nine year old red
deer is an awkward ocusto to tackle.
He s powerful, agile and well armed with
antlers and hoofs.

When there is to be a deer taking at
Eridge Park the meet is planned for 11
o'clock at the park keeper's house. The
under keepers, with fresh hounds, are
soattered through the park to head off
the stag should he come their way. A field
follows on borseback and on foot.

When a likely stag has been found and
out out from the rest he starts off with a
hound after him. Apparently the only
way he can be captured is to ocontinue
the chase until he is utterly exhausted,
one hound after another taking a turn
at_the pursuit, '

Before the end oomes the stag may
swim aocross a lake several times, taking
to it fo escape his piursuers. l"inal:" a
rope is thrown over his antlers, other
toars 0ad or trag i 1o the Bose ark:

pors or m e home park,
where he is turnr:cf loose.

QUEEN ALEXANDRA'S HOBBY.

Rarely Without a Camera and Has Tsken
‘ 10,000 Photographs.

From Til-Bils,

It.is no exaggeration to say that Queen
Alexandra’s premier hobby is photography.
Indeed her Majesty is without question
one of the most enthusiastic amateur
photographers it is possible to meet. She
is mald now to possess albums containing
over 10,000 photographs, all taken by her
own hands, répresenting royal and import-
ant personages, places and festivals (o all
parts of Furope.

For:a period of sixteen years now the
Queen has been a devotee of the camera.
She possesses flve cameras. It was, of
‘oourse, as VPrincess of Wales that her
Majesty made her first snapshot,

Although to-day the Queen really does
very little developing, she has so thoroughly
mastered its technicalities that sbe Is fully
compétent to enter the dark room which was
specially built on the new royal yacht, the
Vietoria and Albert, at her instigation
and print off her flms, Wherever the
Queen goes—be it a orunise.in the royal
yacht to her honie in Denmark or a ride
across country in the Highlands—ehe
is never without a camera. That she
uses it well is evident when it is stated
that during one of her Mediterranean
cruises she secured 1,400 photographs in
six weeks.

In her way of going to work she is most
methodical. Her photographs €il many
albums and under each photograph her
Majesty has written a description of the
picture and the date when taken. They
include a great variety of subjects, from
the King's stud -horses taken in the old days
at the annual sale at Wolferton to portraits
of her grandchildren on the lawn at Sand-
ringham and the ruins of tha Parthenon.
The photographs of her graandchildren fill
three albums alone and now amount to
several tbougand. They depict them at
their games romping with each other, and
one that made the King roar with laughter
when he saw it has caught two of the
younger sons of the Prince of Wales, each
endeavoring to exert his right to a certain
toy by the free use of his flsts,

One is not surprised to hear that his
Majesty has frequently fallen a victim to
the ever alert camera of the Queen. What
she regards as one of her best photographs
of the King is that which depicts him talk-
ing to Lord Suffield in the grounds of Marl-
borough House.* Then she has photographs
of his Majesty running and in all sorts of
unconventional positions, These very
much amused the Kalser when he was
last in this country, and he is said to have
begged the Queen for one of these humorous
sets, as she terms them,

Then the Queen has put her hobby to a
novel use. She has had certain photo-
graphs reproduced on ohina. This service
is kept at Windsor and only used by the
Queen when entertaining her most inti-
mate friends. Each cup contains a pho-
tographic reproduction, and thx are all
of the humorous type. One ows his
Majesty running across the lawn to greet
a friend. They say at Windsor that should
his Majesty drop in to tea when this ser-
vice is being used he never gets this cup, be-
cause he might accidentally drop it.

IRONWORKERS' SUPERSTITION.

Pretty Girl to Fire an Old Stack That Has
Been Blown Out.

From the, Pittaburg Gazette-Timea.
One of the prettiest ceremonies that has
been seen in that district for years was
the “blowing in"” of the Soho furnace, the
oldest stack of the Jones & Laughlin Steel
Company, after an idleness of several
monthe. [t was all due to an old supersti-
tion among ironworkers. To insure luck
a pretty woman should fire a furnace stack
that had been blown out for any cause.
This superatition has resulted in a cus-

fired by a beautiful young womanin & man-
ner as charming and dainty as if she had
been hostess at.a soclal function instead of
in the presence of a giant ‘soot begrimed
furnace stack’ and with the greater part
of the assemblage made up of sturdy mill
workers in their shirt sleeves.

Miss Mildred MacClosky, a daughter of
J. E! MacClosky, superintendent of the
Soho department of the Jones & Laughlin
plant, a recent graduate of Vassar and
one of Pittaburg's prettiest young women,
performed the act of putting the “sacred
fire" to the old stack, and as she did so
& great shout of good cheer and approval
weént up from the onlookers, '

“Let this be the flaming. signal for the
lighting of the fires of industry over all
the broad land!" she exclaimed as she
applied the torch. "

Now, this torch was of no ordinary sort.
Its long staff was wound with red, white,
and blue ribbons and festooned with knots
of other colors, Miss MacClosky was ao-
companied by her mother and Miss Gregg

the “notch” of the furnace for the firing,
ATter the torch had been applied to the oiled
waste and a flame atarted furnacemen
came running with other torches, lighted
them with the “"sacred fire” and hurried
from tower to tower, firing the materia's
in the furnace at a dozen points. The cere-
mony was thea complete, Nothing but
good luck may be expected at the furnace
now,

Wid Turkeys His Speelaity.
From the Philadelphia Record, :
Daniel K. Coder of Calvin, Huntingdon
county, i8'a hunter with a predilection for
shooting wild turkeys. He has killed two
this year, welghing 10% and 19 pounds
respectively, This leaves him free to shoot
two m before the close of the season, and

these he expects to get quite handily.
Mr, (AS‘ erp'lol-tb:h:monq mooeultll:‘vlld
o
his own rooong lhovp‘&‘u llg;:
npning for them over thirty
hot 201. In one year
r
it is

te, as

w
the present law the

¥ ‘: ‘&‘:m; n n.nd in 'ouL
S, rd ey Eosgeos Ui HEREC A

Preparations had préviously been made at | eff
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A BIG WEEK OF BUYING AND
NEW BUILDING ENTERPRISES,
Brokers Divided in Opinion as te the Con.
" tinuance of Hehvy Buylng After Cur.
rent Bargaing Aavp Been Taken (p
~Land Companies Fereed to Build,

The.number and charaoter of the bro.
kerage. transactions reported last weck
show very 'olearly that ‘& substantia|
wvolume of capital is setking investment
in real estite. Just what importance
to attach to the present revival of ac-
tivity is not, however, an'easy mntter
to determios, . ' - i

Competent obsérvers of the market
arée by no means agreed as to whethor
the activity is likely to persist-unabated,

momentum as it has done for a weck
or ten days past, we shall undoubtedly

portions. For any such development,
however, there is no apparent justifi
cation, ¢ T
Certainly. it, could not be fustified by
inorease either in wealth or in popula.
tion. On the contrary, one would think
that a oconsiderable périod must elapse
before the commupity will haye as much
money to spend for house rent and for
the various products of industry that
govern business rents as it-had a year
and a half’ ago. If the' commmmity's
power to spend money for luxuries na
well. as for necesaities has been impaired

value of real estate has been impaired.
On  the strength' of this ' eeonomio
axiom many downtown brokers regard
dhe rapid expansion of dealings in the
last few days as the result principally
of a-release of capital that bad been
allowed to acoumulate in idleness for
months before the election and the
presence still in the market of a con-
siderable amount of real estate offered
at low. prices. y o ot .
In other words, much of the present
activity is liquidation. Of course liqui-
dation is just now a wholesome thing,
The fact that it is possible to effent it

forcing property by wholesale under
the bammer is a sign of improvement
—improvement in the sense .that capital
is accumulating in the vaults of lending
institutions and that oredit is easier.
Those who take the view just represented

of investment buying as soon as the
bargain counter in the real estate market
has been cleared.

Meanwhile there is reason to expect a
longer period of building enterprise, A
huge volume of capital was tied up in
vacant land when the panic eame.. Wuch
of this capital can be saved now only by
making the land yield some income, Re-
cent efforta.to dispose of lots to small
buyers have proved only too conclusively
that buyers of that kind have no surplus
money in hand, But new houses can al-
ways take tenants from houses of lens
modern construction and appearance.

We have therefore just now an almost
unprecedented building movement in
gight in uptown Manhattan, in Brooklyn,
Queens and Bronx. In all the out-
lying boroughs corporations which hayo
hitherto dealt only in lots are planhing
to build, some of proposing to in-
vest a million or more in flat house:r.
These corporations are . in fact beinz

vestment companies instead of operativg
companies.

Apart from the notably varied and
interesting brokerage news several an-

ticular concern to tate in
(1) The Board of Ald -
to-morrow at 1 o'clock after tellin,
g:‘ytelrs that it '.l?i woobbusy -p':dﬂ to
ons or anyt ut o -
estions as to plnozg where next :‘51
udget can be reduced. ’ﬂA t was
to enjoin the city bond sale
advertised for to-morrow on the: cound
that the city has alread medla bor-
rowing m;.ou& (!& {hyor'
transmitted to Gov. Hughes charges de-
manding the removal of 'tho‘glough
President of The Bronx on the ground
of malfeasance and maladministration.
(4) A new system was started in all city
departments and in the Department of
Finanoe for pre\enting delay in-
the city's bills, 1t is safe to say n
taxpayer can exercise intell judg-
ment with regard to his ownin ts who
does not erstand the meaning of these
four events.

. 80 far as the budget is voncerned it
8sems to be clear that the ta i
unable either to compel the ﬂﬁ' of
Aldermen to find out where unnevessary
amounts are employed and unnecessar;
?:&':2'.:; iused, nor can they now give m:
on  necessary to
budget discriminately. No - redl estate
man, however, ought to f that this
:\dntionf for ?oimo?m’l may d as a
eans of positiv s,
if reduction is muL M“’“”w'iﬁ ‘t;lxp‘y:b.
work of the Commigsioners of fpkooonnu
or that will cut out the salaries of the
experts in the Comptroller's office who
are supervising the changes that will
L R
0 Ve 8 get
of $200,000,000 in 1909, if forever after it
could' conduct its' business ‘along lines

for which t
T heComml:’-lnm of Aoccournts

tax~

real estate i
bility. of tax-
2es and oooperated throughout, the
hearing with the Commissi g'h of Ac-
counts, The fact that the Aldermen
The Bronx will p l‘y reelect
Borough President, even if
Gov, Hughes, is
of th:e.muof. Out o{ht.hh trial lll'l gomo
chan method t means hundreds
;Yutfom.kfd- of cg;ol{u‘ to The in;o?x next
s mean doing away w avorit-
18m; that will chargi
assessment omgnmtb : > A

\'m‘ Y.
Almd'yh;l‘he Bronx budget hum'n
below that for 1908, u;g‘?n below the
estimate. Taxpayers have that it
is worth while sending to the Commiss-
ioners of Aceounts what seem to be isolated
instances of m t - because
gu office will make the inquiry neceesar
get at the sources’of waste and’ mal-
feasance. Real estate organizations par-
tioularly would do well to obtaln from the
Commissioners of Accounts a copy of their
report on The Bronx with the finuings,
one of the best handbooks obtainable on
l:mnl at information about the use made

of taxpayers' mon
Fm;‘l’l.y, if the v:gdor system put into
eot last Friday had been .introduced
by Comptroller Coler or Grout it would
not have been ble in 1007 for Borough
President Haffen to waste 58 per cent
of his appropriation for highways or to
:op:!:ld h.tl'lnzntywmouswd on au.potk;u
," or to pay and exact favors by
hurrying through vouchers and warrants
of prominent business men and personal
friends, nor would the budget for 1909
be $156,145,000, nor would, there be uncer-
tainty at this time about either the sizs
of the city debt or the legality of charges
made against it for current expenses.
At the budg:‘ exhibit there was a chart
which the simplification in the
oity's of buying warrants. Over
it was another chart t “This one
rimpll)li?rad%n ‘“'0?0 t(‘.'ns n‘n the print-
an ,000 olerical salaries;
ma hvorlmn and delay im| ble;
makes IQJn-dble for the dt; to hope for
cash and trade discounts. The step
taken l:lstdlt‘x‘-t.dn is an extension of the
same principle of looatin naibility,
of expediting oficia) Oh Wiid of strad.
gling favoritism to pro of
vou 1:“ The inst: ons sent

out to at the same
RIS

“BSTATE WARKRT~

If it does, and if it continues to gather

witness before long a boom ‘of large pro-

then it is quite certain that the intrinsio

through  private negotiations = withous

are inclined to look for a slowing down'

forced by circumstances to become ir-.

nouncements of the week were of pai-’
terests.

its hearing on the budget for 1909 until-

ying

, composed !
tor, and so yesterday the old stack was &'ﬁif" B S oronx, mads the bok o

a mere detail at m‘g 4
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