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lre Hazard and Tall Buildings.

p who spoke in favor of limiting
sight of buildings at the hearing
the Building Code Revision Com- |
son urged their point by referring |
congestion of the streets, the lim-
capacity of the sewer system, the
zard and the deficiency of light
gventilation where there are tall
mgs on narrow streets. We are
hgreed that these evils should be
diéd, but some of us are convinced
he remedy proposed at the hear-
ptild éntail ruin to the city’'s credit,
jetion of private property and loss
p minéree and induﬂh'_v.
direct and efficient remedy for
bk congestion is roomier highways.
o "one:thinks of throwing away the
padventages of modern vessels
p draught. Instead, the Federal
nment is importuned to deepen
bor channel and the city is ex-
g millions in adapting its water-
ol to the new shipping. Yet the
joclision for the modern highsbuilding
: :! pecisely the same as that for the
nic deep draught vessel—economy
) vice. London has remodelled its
'a plan since 1857, The City Im-
ol Copmission appointed by
Ma &m has shown how
» rovement of our street plan
be made to pay its own cost.
wider streets, however, a new
g height for the sake of light
§ ventilation would be established.
gdowntown sewer system, ing
b #h official report given out not long
Ay _hu fallen into disrepair through
‘ngeiand negligence. " If it~ has to be
febiilt, as the report asserts, it might
:} constructed on a scale to meet
\ p housing requirements. Would
pund judgment demand that
be made as to the expediency
Bpting the street and sewer systems
‘buildings before deciding upon
everse course?
argument drawn from the fire
rd amounts to this: the average
“fire loss has increased, taller
ings have been erected, hence the
nted fire loss must be due to high
‘bulldings. As a matter of fact, both
‘thel 'larger absolute fire ‘loss and the
datter buildings are traceable to a com-
; : source, namely, increase of wealth
; mdust:y Merchants carry larger
tage stocks than/they did and the
{nclude ‘a larger proportion of
'priced goods. Nevertheless, the
ge of fire loss to insurance in
wwt has fallen:from 21.82 in 1872
52 in 1907, ‘The percentage of loss
i 't lm their contents,
« » period from 11.70 to
4 ﬁen ‘was not a building
hit m city so high
sw“- there were in Man-
dono ‘638 ‘buildings of ten or
high preuuro ‘water servioce,
has just been put into com-
on, throws a stream 220 feet into
jair through a fire hose. Its capac-
" through a standpipe, though not
tested, is probably several times
height. Fireproof construction,
tic extinguishing devices and
fire fighting apparatus have
brought to a state of perfection
Which leaves no excuse for limiting the
sight of business buildings on the
pund of fire hazard. According to a
prt issued by the National Board of
fe Underwriters “most of the fires
from preventable causes * * *
lll other words, faults of construc-
" tion and equipment quite susceptible
% of correclion.” Ti shouid be the main
5 object just now in revising our antie
¢ quated building code to correct these
fulta of construction and equipment,
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\Concerning the Marine Corps,

There are certain considerations con-
¥ nected with'the proposed readjustment
s of the Marine Corps that will receive
i very serious consideration by Congress
L at the proper time. Chief among these
his the homely, not to say sordid, con-
Ugideration of finance. It is going to
weost a great deal of money to remove
(the marines from the ships and supply

r places with “jackies,” and the
jestion whether Congress will furnish

It seems to be generally supposed tha t
~ the marines constitute a sort of corps
¢élite on shipboard, having nothing to
but. look gaudy and stand guard in a

0 hat ornamental way. The fact
libwever that they perform almost
m function imaginable—functions
in their absence will have to be
ormed by “jackies.” It is not only
they stand guard over the maga-
, at the “brig,” by the gangways,
but they also help to coal ship, to
saint, to go ashore and round up the
ﬂqunu. and all that sort of thing,
finally to serve with the gun crews

do nnythln. and overythlu that would
have to be done by the regular force on
board except to get down in the “fire
hole” and shovel coal for the furnaces.
They are not, therefore, loiterers and
exhibition men when it comes to a
cruise, pacifio or otherwise; they have
to take their coats off and buckle down
to every form of usefulness and drudg-
ery. If certain thousands of marines
are detached from our battleships and
crulsers a praotically equal number of
“ jackiea” will have to be procured from
somewhere to take their places, The
guard duty must still be performed,
ships have to be swabbed, painted and
coaled and the forces in the turrets
about the guns kept up to the standard
both in numbers and efficiency. 8o if
the marines are to be withdrawn, others,
presumably “jackies,” must replace
them. The Government, then, will in-
cur the responsibility of furnishing cer-
tain thousands of new recruits for the
|nayy and at the same time providing
for a very large number of experienced
men suddenly deprived of occupation
which for more than a century they and
their predecessors have pursued with
rare efficiency and skill.

All this involves a formidable expen-
diture. There will be not only the
enlistment of the raw material but its
training and education, and besides the
equipment and maintenance of a sep-
arate transport seérvice for the marines
going to and from our insular poeses-
sions. Maybe the navy can recruit the
thousands of additional bluejackets that
will be needed in case of a withdrawal of
| the marines. Maybe not. It is a singu-
lar fact that the bluejacket, although
he receives practically twice the pay of
the marine, i# much harder to secure.
This, however, is a detail. The real
issue is that of expense, and it is a very
considerable one; whether Congress wii
authorize it, and if 8o, what ia to become
of the Marine Corps in consequence.

This is the second thought, the “other
view.” Navy men of all degrees, high
and low, are entertaining it. And while
no harmonious decision has been
reached the end is not yet,

.LNew Article In the Code Bonaparte.
The petition filed by the Attorney-
General for a writ of certiorari in the
case of the $29,000,000 Standard Oil fine
contains among other excellent matters
this assertion of the unreviewability of
the Hon. KENESAW MOUNTAIN LANDIS:

“ The power and discretion to Impose sentence
Is & personal power and discretion committed to
the trial Judge, and cannot be reviewed or revised
by aby other tribunal.”

That is, the seat of discretion, or in-
discretion, is in the bosom of LANDIS
as the seat of law; in HOOKER'S phrase,
is in the bosom of GoD.

That discretion or indiscretion is
impeccable, perfect, final, unchange-
able, beyond revision or review. By
necessary inference an excessive fine
forbidden by the Eighth Amendment
to the Constitution must stand because
no “other tribunal,” not even the Su-
preme Court of the United States itself,
can review or, reverse it. In fact,
the trial Justice is the real Supreme
Court, and there is no legal way of in-
terfering with his supreme discretion
or indiscretion,

But is this law? Aye, marry, is 't;
trust hunter's quest law,

German Naval Expansion.

The rise of Germany to the position
of a considerable naval power has
occurred since the war between the
United States and Spain. This would
not be surprigsing if the programme of
expansion had been spontaneously and
liberally sustained, but in Cassier's Mag-
azine for November Count ERNST VON
REVENTLOW, a recognized authority,
declares that it has been uphill work
to prove to the country that Germany
needed a strong navy and to convince
the Imperial Diet that parsimony was
a stupid policy, The inspiration was
WinrxaM I, the genius of expansion
Admiral voN TIrpITZ, State Secretary
of the Imperial Marine Office,

Count VvON REVENTLOW has scant
patience with the suspicious attitude of
England, 8he has nothing to fear, he
avers, from the German programme,
which provides for thirty-eight battle-
ghips, twenty armored cruisers, thirty-
eight small cruisers and 144 torpedo
boata. Germany, unlike England, has
few colonies, and none of them is impor-
tant or very flourishing; nor is Germany
insular and without a great standing
army to repel invasion. The primary
cause of the naval expansion of Ger-
many was economic—the protection of
her trade with the world. Somewhat
loosely he says that “the word property
may be defined as that which one isin a
position to defend”; hence, “it s the duty
of the Government to protect every-
thing German on the high seas, and also
to further the extension of property by
evary noasihle means, which is only
possible by a guarantee of effective pro-
tection.” This is sound enough, but it is
complicated by such reflections as these:

* Germany, under all clrcumstances, must
create & coast defence fleet and a high sea fleet
which together shall be capable of averting an
Englishattack. * * * HadGermany twoyvears
ago bad the navy which tha bill of 1000 has planned
the Morocco polley would have been differently
arranged.”

should be increased that Germany ought
to be go strong that the greatest sea
power (meaning England) would hesi-
tate to attack her for fear of losing Her
dominant naval position. This is a
little different from the necessity of
protecting a merchant marine, but it
is excellent policy. In the light of
Count vON REVENTLOW'S opinion that
as a naval power Germany will never
be equal to England, and in view of what

have been made in German naval con-
struction, followed by rapid changes
of design in imitation of her rival, it
would seem that success had not yet |
crowned the Von Tirpitz policy. At |
least the apprehension in England of
German naval aggression in the nebu-
lous future appears groundless.

What the design of WrLriaM I1. was
when he entered upon the work of equipe

When Admiral voN TIRPITZ asked the |
I'mperial Diet for the second naval bill | of all public records in the county.”
in 1900 he gave as a reason why the navy |

he has to say about the mistakes that |
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ph‘ Germany wtth n modcrn uvy h
not to be known, but if competition
with England was in his mind it was
an ill conceived and dublous venture,
England had the purse and a geniua for
building warships; while money had to
be wrung from the Imperial Diet and con-
struction of modern warships was more or
less experimental in Germany., FKngland
could afford to make some mistakes,
because she already had a large fleet,
ample money to build ships and a'sym-
pathetio Parliament, As Germany was
creating a fleet in a political emergency
and under administrative difficulties, she
could not afford misiakes; but she made
them, and suocessive naval bills were

uired to increase the displacement
gnd armament of ships in the sterd
chase of England.

Germany has now settled down to a
programme of Dreadnoughts and swift
powerful cruisers, but England's finan-
cial resources are so much greater and
her naval administrations have such a
free hand that the disparity between
the two navies in favor of England is
likely to increase as time passes. A
calm survey of the situation should re-
assure Englishmen who have suspected
Germany of a design to beat England
at her own game,

The New Senator From Iowa.

The Hon, ALBERT BAIRD CUMMINS is
at last elected a Senator ‘in Congress
from “Ioway, the peerleas State of the
sweeping prairies,” as he calls it in his
tropical dialect, and so & long ambition
is fulfilled. Is he the same ardent and
bellicose politician who fought prohi-
bition and the railroads and helped put
the Iowa maximum rate law ‘on the
statute book? Wise for himself and
with a dauntless devotion to “reforms”
that do him good, he has labored for the
nomination of Senators and all other
officials by popular primariés; and no
doubt believes in the popular primaries
with an especial fervor at this time,”

But where is the Iowa idea? Where
is that passionate zeal for tariff revision,
the voice crying in the desert of stand-
patism? “All the graft of all the insur-
ance companies from the beginning,”
so0 shouted Handsome ALBERT only
three years ago, “is not equal to one-
fiftieth the amount the people are robbed
of every year by excessive tariffs”;
and that was at a time when it was
popular to paint insurance companies
as the sum of all villainies and the root
of most evils. “Robbers!” the good old
language of GEORGE VEST and ROGER
MiLLs in a Republican mouth. Then
there is that Minneapolis speech which
contained blasphemies to drive JOHN
DaLzeLL and SERENO PAYNE into an
apoplexy of virtuous fury:

* The consumer is more entitled to competition
‘than the producer to protection.”

Fine words, but in 1906 the bold tariff
revisionist was made to run on a plat-
form of meaningless or sarcastic patter,
“wise and unselfish tariff laws."”

Mr. CuMMINS has beaten standpatter
LACEY, and takes the place of ALLISON,
that master of prudence; and let us see
what he will do. Handsome JONATHAN
is his colleague, but we have always
suspected Mr. CUMMINS of intelligence.

The Proper Functions of a Grand
Jury.

It appears to be generally understood
in Brooklyn that the Grand Jury of
Kings county has lately been engaged
in investigating the expediency and
propriety of the changesa made or
proposed to be made by Commissioner
BINGHAM in the administration of the
Police Department in that Borough.

In commenting upon this inquiry
some days ago we called attention to
the fact that it was hardly within the
proper province of a Grand Jury to en-
deavor thus to control the manner in
which the affairs of the Police Depart-~
ment should be administered; and we
suggested that the true function of the
Grand Jury was rather to investigate
the charges of crime and by means of
indictments to bring accused persons
before a petit jury for trial.

Our observations to this effect have
provoked several correspondents to
active criticism. These persons assert
that a Grand Jury can properly exer-
cise a general supervisory jurisdiction
over the governmental interesis of ihe
community, and by meansof what they
call a presentment as distinguished
from an indictment may lay before the
public their conclusions as to what
ought to be and what ought not to be
done in the premises. One critic refers
in particular to sections 260 and 26!
of the Code of Criminal Procédure as
authority for the investigation now in
progress, in the course of which Mayor
McCre1iAN and Commissioner BING-
HAM have been called upon to testify
before the Kings county Grand Jury.

The sections to which reference is
thus made are as follows:

“ Sectlon 260, The Grand Jury must inquire:

* 1, Into the case of every person imprisoned in
the Jall of the county, on a criminal charge, and
not indicted;

2, Into the condition and management of the
public prisons in ‘the county; and

“ 8. Into the wilful and corrupt misconduet in
office of public officers of every description in
the county.

" Seotlon 261, They are also eatitled to free
access, at all reasonable times, to the public
prisons, and to the examination, withoul charge,

We can find nothing in these statutory
provisions sufficient to justify the in-
vestigation now on foot. It is true that
subdivision 3 of section 260 does com-
mard the Grand Jury to inqhire into
“the wilful and corrupt misconduct in
office of public officers of every de-
scription in the county.” We do not
understand, however, that it has been
charged or even intimated that Commis-
sioner BINGHAM in the changes actually
made or in contemplation can possibly
be deemed guilty of wilful and - corrupt
misconduct in office. The question
which the Grand Jury has beeh dealing
with, as we understand it, is merely one
of general expediency, and is in no wise
an investigation of any suspected crim-
inal conduct.

The common law of England made
a distinction between a préentment
and an indictment. According to BLACK-
STONE & presentment properly speaking

"», Vol ]
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Condhar Jslci Aden, now

ﬁd-mm taken by & Grand Ji
of any offence from thelr own 1-
edge or observation without my b(ll
of indictment lald before them at the
suit of the King.” Thus a Grand Jury
might hind (nto court a ntment
or written declaration to the effect that
& nuisance existed, without being able
to indicate or determine who was re-
sponsible for ite maintenance, It then
became the duty: of the prosecuting
officer to lay before them further evi-
dence identifying the offender, upon
which they could find an indictment.
The statutory law of New York oon-
tains no definition of a presentment as
distinguished from an indictment. Mr,
DAvip DupLey FieLD in framing the
original Code of Criminal Proocedure
proposed such a definition, substantially
corresponding to the definition of a
presentment given by BLACKSTONE, but
the Legislature refused to enact this
provision.

In regard to presentments generally
in this country Mr. JOEL PRENTISS
BisHoP, the well known writer on crim-
inal law, says that “this proceeding is
too little used to have established any
general American practice.” He adds:
“Sometimes our Grand Juries make a
sort of general presentment of evils
and evil things to call public attention
to them; yet not as instructions for any
specifioc indictment. No one can be
ealled to answer to such a presentment.”
It is this sort of document which our
correspondents probably have in mind
as the outcome of the investigation by
the Kings county Grand Jury.

Our objection was, and is, that the
inquiries leading to such presentments
frequently extend far beyond any proper
limitations. They are not confined, as
they should be, to matters having a
oriminal aspect, but are too apt to
degenerate into mere unauthorized ex-
pressions of opinion in regard to ques-
tions of municipal government and ad-
ministration with which the Grand Jury
has nothing to do.

As a tariff reviser the Hon. Josers G.
CANNON rather prides himself on being
oconservative, but at the luncheon to the
six Admirals in Chicago Mr. CANNON said:

" As a member of the next House of Represen -
tativea. a coordinate branch of the Government
equal to the executlve and the judiclal—and 1 will
be there If 1 live—~1 am golng, 80 far as my vote
Is concerned, to see to it that the policy of the
Republican party on this question I8 written In
the national laws as promptly as possible.”

This seems to he an assurance that Mr.
CaxNoN will not stand in the way of re-
vision; and unless he is to be sugpected of
not munin. what he says, opponents of
Mr. Canvox for the Speakership will have
to fall back upon the hysterical charge
that he tyrannizes over the House and is |
an enemy of constitutional government.

Poetry Is not wholly useless.—Philadeliphia
Record.

Poetry is never useless. Even if much
or most of it is of no effeot upon a prosaic
world, all of it is of indispensable use to
the maker. It relieves hisagony. It pre-
vents suppression of thesoul. Itgivesthe
poet joy, pride and happiness beyond
measurement. And it probably prevents
more suicides than it causes.
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Widening Downtown Streets.

TO TRE EDITOR OF THE SUN-—-Sir; lLet Broad-
way be widened on each side to the present bulld -
ing line, and then to provide sidewalks led the clty
scquire, say, thirty -five feet of the front of the
present bulldings up to, say, the third floor only.
Let the bulldings above the third floor remaln
untouched. The front wall of the presegt struc-
tures may be carried by ofnamental columns of
steel encased In marble, forming a colonnade that
may easily be made most beautiful to look upon.
Moreover, the sidewalk would thus be roofed
over and pleasanily shady on a hot day and at
least partially protected on stormy days. Prob-
ably the colonnade should extend to the height
of, say, forty feet to give better light to structures
abutting and overbanging the street. Any com-
petent architect could plan such an improvement
as suggested. However, the “babbler” would
recommend that only talent of the highest order
be employed,

Moreover, the skyscraper would not then need
to be inkibited and the cost of the improvement
would not be beyopd bounds. The columns of
the celebnud temple of Klrnu might readily
be eclipsed and the dern ple of commerce
far outshipe the anclent temple dedicated per-
baps to some particularly wonderful s~arab or
other god of the Egypulans. THERNTTES,

New York, November 28, \

Signs of Reviving Presperity.

County correspondence Winchester (Ky.) News,

Mrs, Nennle Hardy sold a fat hog for $8 per
bundred.

Mrs. Armilda Stone bought a fat bog at 5 centa
per pound.

I. N. Osborne passed through here last week on
Bis way to Winchester with about 300 turkeys.

The slaughter of turkeys began this week, and
before Saturday night about 10,000 will be killed
by two firms in this city. Each Is working from
weventy -five 10 a bundred pickers,

Turkey buyers passed through here this week
offering 11 cents per pound.

Ben Hutson sold to Willlam Heflin one weanling
mule for $50.

Mr. Allen Devary bought of Mr, Charley Wood
some corn for $4.50.

Joe Cotitman sold to Silas Johnson five head of
small steers at §13 a head.

J. R. Adams sold a cow and calf to Ben Tapp,
Jr., for $30.

1. N. Berry sold a calf to Mr. Elisha Goff for §8,

Mildon Pace sold a lot of corn to different par-
ties at 83 per barrel delivered.

T. B, BEubanks bought of T, T. Pace a lot of fod -
der at 20 cents per shock.

Singing school began here Friday night.

. Mr. Thomas Berryman of Trapp has opened up
& new store at Vienna.

Philadelphls Express.

To TR EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: Your cor-
respondent Is in error when he quotes a Bourse
elevator sign as "Express to the Second Floor,”
Inagmuch as the slgn referred to reads:

Olnm J. Comen,
PRILADELPRIA, November 23,

A Candidate frem Cathay.

To THR EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: ]s there
space sufolent for Lemon lLee, who conduots
s Chiness Jaundry on Ocean avenue, Jersey Clty,
o scrateh his way inte the Hall of Fame? 1hesi-
tatedlong before proposing his name, nolknowin(

whe foreigners are eligible. L. H,
BaYONNE, N, J., November 21,
Her Habit.

Sbe misiald her rlog last Tuesday
And she bunted all around,
But for many snxlous hours
1t was nowhere to be found;
Then she spled It on her dresser,
And she eried: “Well, I declare,
1 just knew I put it some place,
But I coulde’t think just where!"

'She was dressed to go out shopping,
But she couldn't ind her key,
And .she searched each nook and corner,
Wond'ring where the thing could be,
T'hen sbe saw it on the table,
Apd exclaimed with injured afr:
*Well, I knew I put It some place,
But | couldn't tell Just where!”

The provider of the household
Keeps his things where he s told;

if they're not just where they should be,
She.js very api lo soold;

But her mind s daily burdened
By a sudden welght of care,

For the thing she wants is some place
m .c can't Mubir where,

" OHANGING THE WATOR.
Daagers Involved in the Clumsy Chees.

ing of President and Hoase,

To Tar Ep1TOR OoF THR Bun—B8ir; Those
who go down to the sea in ships have some
of them sald that a change of watoch when
discontent s on board is a time of extreme
peril. It may be so on the ship of state,

Many students of our Federal machinery
bave commented unfavorably on the length
of time that elapses between the real choloe
of the President and of Congressmen by the
voters in the several States and the begin-
ning of the exercise of power by them.

The cholce of Mr. Taft made many
months ago at Chicago was ratified by the
voters in the several Btates on November 8,
but under the Twelfth Amendment to thée
Constitution the electors for President ap-
polnted in and by each State on that day
will not meet “in thelr respective States,”
vote by ballot for President, make a list.of
the persons voted for, certify and transmit
the record to the president of the Benate at
Washington till the second Monday of next
January. Those votes cast In the several
States cannot be counted till the second
Wednesday of the next month of February.
After such counting or a prescribed elec-
tlon by the House of Representatives the
President-elect will be proclaimed, but he
cannot take office till the fousth of the next
month, Thus the President who was really
selected on the third day of November can-
not in less than four months be sworn int
office. The members of the House ohous
on the same November day cannot, unless
specially convened by the President, do
legislative business for a year, During all
those intervening months & “change of
watch” is going on in our ship of state.

Everybody 1is now turning bhis eyes,
thoughts and hopes to the rising sun, the
new President selected in November, who
s occupled in selecting the heads of the
executive departments and other high
officers in place of present incumbents,
who under the modern rule are expected
to tender their resignations to.the new
President.

In the legislative branch the power of the
present House of Representatives and of one-
third of the Benators will cease on the next
fourth day of March,soon after which, if
convened by the President, there will be as-
sembled a new Congreas of law makers. The
existing Congress and President were I fact
superseded on the third day of the present
month. They are by statute to remain
in office, it is true, till the fourth of next

March and provide the needful for the life °°

of the Government till the new officials
have been aworn into ofice.

The possible condition of present Federal
affairs will be obvious if it shall be assumed
as a fact that the President-elect has a new
policy to submit to Congress oy a change
which he will make in executive conduct,
or that there is an existent reeent crisis in
the public business with which it will be

inconvenient if the President and Congress I

bjlullly in power shall attempt to deal
fore the President-elect can officially be
heard thereon.

From all the accessible evidence there
appears to be such a crisis growing out

rof the relations of labor federations to

the law of the land, developed during
the recent electoral campaign. which crisis
has thus far been kept well in his hands by
the good sense, skill and forethought of the
President-elect,

Mr. Gompers has recently declared (hat he

| will cause the Pearre labor bill to be pushed

to a vote by this expiring moribund Con-
gress and before President Taftcan be offi-
clally heard onit. The president of the Fed-
eration of Labor has not only thus spoken
but has availed himself of “the change of
watch” to assail the Supre me Court in terms
that every decent citizen, whether a laborer
or the hirer of labor, who prevents unem-
ployment of those wishing and able to
work, should denounce. This is what Mr.
Gompers has asserted:

1 bave already pointed out that the lifelong
environment of men may pervert thelr judgment
and that the environment of the respected gen-
tlemen who even compose the Justices of the
Supreme Bench has been such that they have
not been brought Into practical and personal
contact with industrial problems; that, on the
contrary, their assoclations bhave largely been
with business and financial men; that naturally
a man absorbs most of his polnt of view from
his environment; that it is therefore quite un-
derstandable that the Justices of the Supreme
Court should have little knowledge of modern
industrial conditions and less sympathy with
the efforts of the wage workers to adapt them-
selves to the marvellous revolution which has
taken place In industry In the last quarter of a
century.

The attitude and the language of the court
In the Hatters case made It clear that the Supreme
Court Is not informed -of modern economics. No
one disputes the real rights of property, but
surely the rights of property are mot greater
than the rights of man,

No more sweeping, far reaching, Important
and unjust decision has ever been (ssued by a
court. The Dred Scott decision did not approach
it In scope.

Sinee the decision of the United States Supreme
Court In the Hatters case the Supreme Court of
Massachusetts, taking its cue therefrom and from

other Federal court Injunctions and decisions, |’

has declded that it Is lllegal for workmen to engage
in a strike In support of their fellow workmen
and that they are thereby liable to fine and Im-
prisonment,

It reads like the spiteful talk of a labor
lawyer whose case gone against him,

Not contented with such a soread as that,
Mr. Gompers defled the Federal courts to
restrain his pen and tongue advocating
violation of law, and for the reason that
the Federal Constitution has forbidden an
abridgment of “freedom of speech and of
the press.” The New York Constitution
has forbidden abridgment of the free ex-
ercise and enjoyment of religious profes-
sion and worship, but has added that such
forbidding shall not be construed so as to
excuse acts of licentiousness or endanger
the peace of the State.

Quite apart from the immediate purpose
of the Federation of Labor so to modify
existing laws that the phrase “every per-
son” In the law forbidding any restraint of
interstate commerce shall not include Mr,
Gompers and his fellow conspirators and
thus make them a privileged class, the
ultimate purpose is to make Justices of the
Supreme Court elective for short terms like
the President and Congressmen. The Chief
Justice is to be nominated by each party
under environment like that of Chicago and
Denver, and the candidate, in order to be
“brought into practical and personal cou-
tact with industrial problems” and be
posted ‘n “modern economics,” is to solicit
votes for himsell from the platform of a
railway train,

It is not obvious why any statute ex-
cluding the Roman Catholic Archbishop,
the Episcopal Bishop and the Rector of
Trinity Parish in New York from oon-
spiring to restrain interstate commerce
should permit the president of the
Federation of Labor and its members so
to confederate and act. Nobody pretends
that rights of property are superior to
rights of man, and yet what will we be
when all our property has been conflscnted
and the right to hold it destroyed? Property
is by the Fourteenth Amendment put in
the same category as life and liberty.

At any rate, let us hope that before the
Supreme Court shall have been disestab-
lished at the bidding of Mr.. Gompers it
will have been permitted to hand down {ts
decisions in the multitude of cases under
commerce and anti-trust laws that are now
or soon will be pending before it. Par-
haps we shall all, laborers and hirers
of labor, be then satisfied with the knowi-
edge those “respeotable gentlemen” hno of
“modern industrial conditions” (which “men
in the street” know all about) and of the
Constitution. The court will have had
before it briefs and arguments ahd have
been {llumined by the lawyers of Iabor,

New Yomrx, November 16. L. L B

The Btar That Did Not Rise.
From the Stiver Standard, 1347,

The citizens of Brooklyn, which has a popula-
tion of some 50,000, are in favor of making Long
Island & State, with thelr city as & capital’ At
the rate at which new States are now sdded to the
Union mruwmuwuinm
the lower house, “

——ars iitid

ou-un._lw

Relation of the Imperting Bustness to
the Federal Expenses.
To 7w Eprros or Tus !w-ﬂlr- 1-
uuﬂoabylmvoﬂduth.mordoﬁn

A farmer hls roed tax out of :ﬂ ovn
pooket wj expostulates with the

if the road boss does not furnish good roads
in hie district, Common sense seems sat-
fsfled by this method and nobody to-day
would return toithe tollgate system of in-
direct road tax,

What relation has the importing busi-
ness to the running expenses of the Federal
Government? If the revenue f,o the
tarif were expended on harbor fmprove-
ment there would be at least s much sense
in demanding {mport duties as there was
formerly in the tollgate. Of ocourse the
dues are distributed among the consumers,
but why this roundabout manver? Is 1t
not more honest to say to the contributor,
for lmstance: “Dear Mr. Taxpayer, I want
to send the fleet on an ornamental, dramatio
practice oruise around the world; it will
oost & milllon doluu: your share is, say, 85.
Please pay up.” Who doubts the enthu-
slasm with whioch the citizen would dive
into his clothes?

This is facetious, and I réecognize that the
Government cannot be run on just that
prinoiple, but there should bé a direct rela-
tion between expenses and the amount the
taxpayer consciously contributes. In this
way there would be 80,000,000 bookkeepers
“keeping tab” on expenses. Unpleagant,
but salutary. If it is found we cannot pay
3ur bills it will be necessary to reduce our

xpenses, More nnplnunt. but still more
salutary.

Can there be a doubt that it'is immoral
to tax Peter to profit Peter and Paul and
make Peter get the difference out of John
Smith? If so, [ wish some wiser head among
your oerrespondents would explain the
matter, G. W. L.

New Yorx, November 24.

FROM A SPEAR BEARER.

Reoolloctions of One Who Was With the
British Blondes.

To e EpiTor or Tas Sun—Sir: I too
am of the elect who saw Lydia Thompson
and her troupe of British blondes; and it
isn't 8o long ago. Lydia was as dainty as a
Dresden statuette, Eliza Weathersby was
n beaytiful and refined lady. Harry Beckett
e most accomplished and delightful
fan on the stage. I believe he went
into the legitimate afterward.

As for Pauline Markham, she was the most
superb and majestic woman I have ever
seen on the stage (ask any of the old fellows).
She well deserved the encomium of Richard
Grant White that she had “a volce of velvet
and the lost arms of the Venus of Milo,”

I know whereof I speak. [ carried a
spear in those days (they don't know how
to carry spears in these degenerate days).
hink it was in “Sinbad” at old Niblo's
Garden. I was a guard at her throne, upon
which she sat in regal majesty presiding | ®%

over a ballet-—not the alleged “ballet” of ’

to-day, where “broilers” and such kick
flies off their left ears with their right hig
toe, but a real ballet of beautiful trained
Italilan and Frepnch dancers. Miss Mark-
ham was subject to fainting spells, and this
night she felt one coming on. Descending
the steps of the throne she toppled over into
the willing arms of a young stripling, who
wishes he could drop his law business and
go back and carty a spear once more.! There
were many assaults from the pulpits and

elsewhere upon the British blondes, but I
assure you that they were mpodesty and de-
cency personified when compared with the
vulgar and indeeent expositions with which
the stage is all too familiar to-day.

NEw YORrk, November 23. J.O'N.

VIRTUE CALUMNIATED.

The Litersiists Misunderstand o-:- Labor
for Indian s

To TR EpiTér or Tug Sun—Sir; [t

seems to'me that your article on "Muskrat

in Two Styles”" has been grievously misun-

derstood. The real object must have been

to' show that the “terrapin” of caterers|

and restaurateurs is largely composed
of muskrat, and you sought to break this
information gently to the consumer by
divesting the animal of its most repuisive
features. To my great surprise your inno-
cent littla subterfuge has aroused a vast
and penetrating uproar.

I confess I did not imagine before how
many readers of THE BUN really knew what
a muskrat looks like. This, however, is a
mere detail. The fact of the muskrat as
the foundation of the publicly dispensed
“terrapin” has been sufficiently established.
Here in Washington it is flagrant in the
market places.

Your attempt to make the beast look
pleasant was & mere act of charity to the
consumer. The real situation remains un-
disturbed, and why not? '

‘ TERRAPIN LOVER.
.Wasmmxoron, D, C,, November 24.
The Ballad of the Bush.

‘I'o TR EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: There's a
feathery plume on a Perslan cat that waves in
the summer gale, but who ever heard of an oid
muskrat that sported a bushy tall? ' The fox has’
a brush and the horse a switoh and the beaver a
fiat shaped flall, but no muskrat thas ever digged
a ditch had ever a bushy tall. The muskrat's
uxlunel-uh.uuuu-lommull
and the bush talled thing Is a nature fake; no bush
to the muskrat's taill M. Bops.

BrOOKLYN, November 24.

Marsh Rabbit.

To YRR EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: If “Eastern
Shore,™ who says that nobody except the ne.
groes eat muskrats, will journey down to Poco-
moke Clty, Md., go to dinner at the hotel run by
“Gus" and order a portion of “marsh rabbit” he
will taste some of the meat of which he seems to
be so ignorant.

It may be that marsh rabbit was put on the
menu for negro guests at the hotel, but—well,
Just let Gus get hold of "Eastern Shore,”

1 know not In regard to two kinds of muskrata,
but I do know that the hindquarters of muskrat,
alias marsh rabbit, served fricassée as by Gus,
are not balf bad. G. F. 8,

Tror, N, Y., November 23,

Arcade Passageways.

To T™HR EpITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: COonsider-
ing the reiationship of the Increasing number of
12l office bulldings to congestion in street trafo,
what would there be agalnst the practicabllity of
a condition imposed by the colty government
providing for arcade passageways through such
bulldinge, the regulation as to width for accom-
modation of pedestrians, or of both pedestrians
and vehicles, to be based upon location, [round
space, helght, &c.?

Such a plan, while it would diminisk ground

floor rental space, should increase rental values
on that level through the increase In office or
shop frontage along the arcade almost equiva-
lent to an Increase Iin open street frontage.

NEW YOoRE, Nevember 24. . W, E
The Neglected Last Act.
To THR EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: Boston Is

not the only place where people leave the theatre
all through the last act. In this city at the Met-
ropolitan Opera House respectable and (ntelll-
gent Jooking people do It Lovis How.

" Nmw York, November 21,

Historical Event in a Missourl Town.
From the Camden Point Bee,
Last week a farmer drove into Camden Point
the first brown and white spotied mule we ever
saw, before.

Pu Yi

No swopds nor bayonets aftright
The relgn which you begin;

The only siab you now need fear
Is from a lurking pin.

No martial ttnlnl need §ar your ear,
No discords come you nigh;

The only sonig’ which you demand
Is just & lullab;

¥
No inwise words &. from your lips,
You do,nbt nyake
And of r hundréd milion souls
You but few awake.

Oh, tiny Chinese Emperor
Youare, it may be shown, .
The happlest and best of those
Who sit upon & throne. ;
MOLANDBURGN WILSON,

| minutes. A small measure of rele!

WN "h“ul J

M uo.ooo m Be Baved for Ay
Imprevement Com! o,

To Tam EpiTon or THS BUN~8ir! 1resd
with & great doal of interest the article |
Tux 8UN of November 18 on the subject of
the proposed commissioh for ithe develep.
ment of & oty plan. No one ocould be more
in sympathy with the present movemens
to keep down the rapidly eniarging ofty
budget than myself, but to my way of think.
ing all the efforts so far made have been
in the wrong diyection.

Denying to b“dl of doputmcnu [
creased appropriations to meet the added
work imposed upon them by the regular
growth of the city, while it may keep the
budget within bounds, may in the long run
be poor economy. For example, that the
number of patrolmen employed by the city
at the present moment is hopelessly {nade-
quate properly to police the ry of so
large and ocosmopolitan a municipality
as ours I8 frankly admitted by every one,
yot the Aldérmen so far steadily have de.
nied the demand of General Bingham for
an increased police force. Agafn, that o
generous lpqrom'iatlon should be m.d.
for the Board’'of Health is also undeniable,
and the same might be said of several of
the other herolc means adopted by the
Boand of Estimate and Apportionment to

curtail expenses. ere s, however, an old

English adage that says: “If we willtake care

of the p.nnl the po di wlll ook arter

t.l;ot l‘cl;:l “. 'th.: ing

ol .ﬁ 3

ocould pr Du‘nao to Loz
ndorpn? o?. nt the udmlnl‘

tbov us
' :u#p 0 of

a mul
fno?’w zh ono ot these rptnmon"p:“l
think best . illust, my point.
fittle time ago my 08 wu onnc

o.rwd lz‘:g:k roro::tof tlot
and a requ 0] e o
I sent one of my employees to lﬂ?"
to do To‘mo ‘t Jcirg under the
ﬁlmvum of one sl a ents,
m hﬂi not at work a da:
odoo ‘o? this do m ore h’o ‘3&%
clerks came to him an “i to'
work so .consclentious! * a8 they
uld 0 WO soon 8 t - 1 o
His description of thc wny n_which t!
work vu condu ulu. while
ludicrou dou. grieve

to make
Ho uld tbnt nlth}mgh t:.

lrrlnd nm
n g mo n'm Almo'a? n?:

ol lar's vorth for adollar & th
of employees in Qn “:nt. .&Q elt

de; ments cou
such & tnmondoul u
w7 wou.ld noth: ”0 nc our
minor ex
the end % {n il tkell-

ml.i h in
&vo to tho oltv l!,".t‘n oﬁn
AYII RLY.
Nrw Yomrx, Noumbor ‘20,

EIGRTEENTH CENTURY ORATORY

Burke's Warren Hastings Speech.
From the Spectator.
“It Is possible Mr. Hastings might be In love
with Munny Begum. Be it so! Many great

Mark Antony's days dom.rdl.'
“When a aonrnor-qcnml descends Into the

. 8 am

(After a qmﬂu-m ones of lnuln‘l
minutes.) “Good God! My where was thin/
| language learnt? In what country and In what'
barbarous nation of Hottentots was this ’uto-v
learnt?™

“1 ot only charge him him himpelf with belag vufity
of a thousand crimes, but that there |s not a sol-
dier or a civil servant in Indla who does a wrong

ance and protection.”

“My Lords, he looked over that ‘wreat wasje,
not'llke the view in which Satan looks over the
kingdoms of the world from a height and sees the

bolical malice which one could hardly suppose
existed in the prototype himself.” .,

The crimes of Hastings are “crimes that have
their rise In avarice, rapacity, pride, crueity,
feroolty, malignity of temper, haughtiness, inso«
lence, In short, my Lords, in everything thal
manifests a heart blackened 1o the very blackest—
& heart deep In blackness—a hears corrupled,
vitlated, and numed to the very ourt.

“Good God! Huowmamr ¢ v D4
ihey ever expect that we mesnt $0 compare this
man t0 Tamerlane, Geoghls Khan, or Kboubli
Kbhan' Good God! 0 compare a clerk at a bureau
—~t0 compare a fraudulent bullock coantractor

* * ' o compare him with the conquerom
of the world! We never sald he was a tiger and
a lion. No; we have sald he was a weasel asd o
rat! We have sald he has desolated countries as
those plagues have desolated countries *
God Almighty! Don't we see, respecting Pha
raoh, that when God had a mind to humble his
prideand presumption and to bring him to shame
He did not do It with sigers and lons, but He sent
them lice, mice and frogs, and everything thas
was low and munnllbk. 10 pollute and destroy
the country.”

.
‘e
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Bee Stings for Rhpumatism.
E. T. Burton in the British Medical Journal,

with acute arthritis of my right hip, as suddenly
succeeded by solatios of thesame side. A fort.
night In bed was followed by & fortnight at D rolt-
wich, with a daily bath at 104 degrees for twenty
A8 ob-
taln My treatment consisted of a r to
YD h, a dally .douche of hot water 40 the
offending hip, return to my lodgings and re-
clining In more or less—chiefly more—pain for
the rest of the time. I could not walk a quarier
of a mile wihout two or three nnpl relieve my
agony, and Droitwich, uvlyl ful, belou.
did me very little good,
Havln: been promised s supply' ot.. bm i
ed . on October 17 the “bee sting cure.”
I had seven or eight applied In the course af the
sciatlo nerve and round the hip joint, When I
awoke in the morning I waa able not oaly to turn
in bed but to get out without bauling mysell
up In agony by the bedpost, and 1 walked acrosa
the floor without limp or pala for the figst time
In all but three months. 1 returned to bed at
once and had another half dozen heea applied,
subsequently dressing at 12:39 P. M. for dinper,
The samenight I bad five or slx more hees applied,
and on October 19 the final Instalment of ihe
pame sumber,
ran about fifty yards without pain, and am now,
on the evening of Oclober 21, absolutely fres
from the slightest twinge. I may add that If
1live for three months | shall be 67, apd have been
& rbeumatic subject for twenty -five.years.

Medical Fees in Anclent Greece.
From a letter in the New York Medical Journal,
The remuneration of physiclans originally

rates payment Inénoney was already customary,
Physiclans received also public pralse, the
“erown of honot,” the freedom of the city, the
privilege of eating at the king's table, Physl-
clans employed by the State récelved a yearly
salary, as high as $2,000 in some instances. Rick
people would pay enormous sums for a sucoessful
treatment, m-cmhmdhmhmm
was paid.

A Jourmalist in Politiés
From he Kentucky 'State Jowrnal,
Editor R. R. Perry, postmaster at Winchester,
was here to see the Governdr yesterday. “He Is
the same ringtail, striped and stredked partisan
AS ever,

k2 '-ll.d.; :
lllelw-'rh Uplift Oou-lﬁn advocates

power and glory of them, but he looked over'ths
waste of Oude which he had madé with e dia--

1 walked well that day, and evea .

1':' ork 't eean Lo get Teady to o ot
our ' oy 80 ou
uum. snrvhﬁ.
!rom an h a or this
solomn functlon. md whole farce -
peated at the uurnoon -ulluh the
g“gr- “Iy onrgn?ov out of o to
: om I.cywu p.rylnc i ldlﬂ:gr .
Again, within the last mn two’ my
business o.:ﬂ-unuy wﬁz :
offices his ~same d 11 .
my ocertain nowhg.c: t me
th offloes ve n nugh on-
tirely renova and re w o and
out at t th or four § .
the dty on keep uarters in

Pdntln oon r ‘seems to me tu

iy e show That if the
8 show

{ll:to’;-ozo k wu 5’& nnblzoe:'lnll '

rluto'buduou : ol 8

amAnmm'Mw_

_men have played the fool for prostitutes, from

muck and mn of peculation and corrfiption

o

thing that It'}s not owing to his enmple, cphnlv.

I was attacked very suddenly on June 3¢ las§ :

consisted In presents, but at the time of Hippoo- ~
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