GABRIEL PIERNE'S “CHILDREN
AT BNTHLEUEM."

irst Performance of a Cantutla by the | Dy

Composer of ''The Crusade of the
the Children”—8inging by a Chorus
of Children From the Mount Vernon
schools—New York Children Listen,

“

Ihie Christmas season concert of the
sories for young people under the direc-
tion of Frank Damrosch” took place yes-
torday afternoon in Carnegis Hall, The

ief number on the programme was
(iabriel Pierné's “The Children at Bethles
hem,” a'tantata for solo voices, orchestra
and chorus of cohildren, The same com-,/
poser's “Crusade of the .Children,” pro-
duced here by the Oratorio , Society,
niade sgxch an impression that much was
ey pected of the work heard for the first
titne yesterday. : .

The first part of the cantata paints’
tle appeararce of the star on the plains
where in the winter fwilight shepherd
children are watching their flocks. The
etar is transformed inte a soprano voice,
aud three other sopranos represent the
leading pérsonages among the childeen:
The movement of the story is set forthd
Ly a narrator in language not always
felicitous and frequently obscured by
iustrumentation.. C o

The second part brings the children
to the stable, whérein not only the Virgin,
but also tHe ox and the ags become soloists,

tiome of the narrator's text referring to [y,

these latter actors in the littlo drama
comes perilously near to the.ludicrous,
Hut the cantata on the whole iainteresting.
Its ehief fault is tao much extension, The
tirat part is altogethier too long.

The musio fs for the most part filjed
vith a charm similar to that displayed
in the “Crusade of the Children” and
Fierné’'s admirable skill in writing for
children's voices is here shown in its
brightest light. The choruses, all sim-
ple, yet piquant in style, are beautifuily
effoctive, and the closing obords, whis-
pered in a faint ‘pianissimo with the
thin color of the juvenile voices, have a
singularly touching atmosphere.

The work is essentially . tuneful and
once in a while ita melodies carry one
back to the memory of Sunday school
days. But on the whole the composer’'s
invention is fruitful of better things
than this and his orchestration, always
well colored and seldom tdo opulent,
adds to the interest of the composition.

For this cantata Conductor Frank Dam-
rosch assembled a cherus of 200 children
from the public schools of Mount Ver-
non, well trained by Aifred Hallam. It
must have been a delight to these chil-
dren to study this music and to take part
as they did with so much credit to them-
selves and their instructor in siy°h an ap-
propriate celebration of the Christmas
season. But why could we not have had
New York city children? Oannot they
sing too? Or dre they go busy measuring
cats that they have no time for music?
Some of them had Saturday afternocon
off to listen.

The zohuvwm Mrs. Nevada Vagnder-
veer, o0 ‘sang the music of the Virgin
well; Laura Combs, who sang the part of
the star excellently; Miss Ruth Harris,
Fanny Rice and Un'derhill, who were
equal to the demands of the small parts,
and Measrs. Becker and Jahn, who repre-
sented the vocal beasts of the stable scene.

AT THE TWO OPERA HOUSES.

, | See———— F
Mme, Melha ‘and’ ¥me. Sembrich - the
Soprane Stars of the Matinees.

The operse goers of yesterday afternoon
were favored with opportunitins to hear
the two great light sopranos of this time,
Melba and Sernbrich.” "Mrhe. Melba sang:
Mima in “La Boh#me” at Mr. Hammer-
stein’s Manhattan Opera House,, in West
Thirty-fourth street, while Mme. Sembrich

a.wg Lucia in the elder ‘temple of music
at Froadway and Fortieth street. Mr,
Hammerstein provided a cast of excel-
lent ability to aid Mme. Melba. Mr.
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“'One 4t 'tite notable weddings of ' thé
week will be that of Miss Olive Hitchcook
and Charles Reymour Whitman, to take
place at 4 o'clock on Tuesday afternoon
at’ the Church of the Ascension, 'I‘hoi
veremony will ba performed Ly the Rev, |
, Peroy Stiokney Grant, the rector. |
The Bride will be attended by Miss Flor- |
enoe Brown -as maid of honor, Andrew, |
P, Alvord will assist ‘as best man, and
Reuben Leslie Maynard, Almuth G, Van- |
diver, Avthur C.” Rounds and Job E.|
Hedges will be ushers, After the churoh|
caremony Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Hitehcock, |
the bride's rmr(mtn. will give a reception |
at the Hotel Buckingham. ’

Mr. and Mrs. Anthon) Drexel and their |
daughter, Miss Marguerita Drexel, are
due to arrive here from Enaland on|
Wadnesday and will pass the Christmas |
holidays in Philadelphia with their sons. |
Mrs. Drexel's sikter, Mrs, James HnnryI
Buuith, is here at the Plaga for some weeks.

Mrs. Flsie French Vanderbilt, who gave
adinner on Tuesday night at the St. Regis, {
sailed for Europe on the Lusitania last|
Wedneeday, accompanied by her younﬁw
son, William Henry Vanderbilt. She willd
return for Easter, i

Mr. and Mrs, Robert MoKean Thomas
will pass tha winter in a houseboat on
the James River, This will give them an |
opportunity to participate in featlvitles]
in gomie of thoBouthern cities, They had |
a big weddln;( on Wedneeday afternocon in
the Church of the Ascension. * &
_Cards have been recei ved here for the
wedding on Tuesday of Miss Rebecca
Dulany and Frederick Mclthone of Wash-
ington to take place at the home of the
ride's parents, Mr. and Mrs., R. Hunter
Dulany, Grafton Hal}, hear Upperville, Va.

|
Mrs. E. Lyman Short gave a dinner of |
fifty covers at the Hotel Gotham on Mon- I
day night for her daughter, Misss Anna'l
Livingston Short, who came out a few |
toasons ago, The smal tablos wero

trimmed with Lolly and there-was einging |
by the Neapolitan Quartet. Mr. and Mrs.

Pierre Lortllard Ronalds gave oue of the

dinners of thut night at the Plaza, Mrs,

John K. Drexel of 1 Fast Sixty-second

street gave a dinner on Tuesday.

Dr.and Mre. W, Seward Wabb will leave
town to-day for their country house at|
Shelburne, Vt., where they will entertain |
a holiday house party. Mr. and Mra. |
Raiph Pulitzer, their son-in-law and |
daughter, sailed last week for Europe. i

lLord and Lady Michelham and Lord
Ashburton ware among thoege who sailed
Jast ~Wednesday to pass Christmas
in England. B8ir Alexandar Napier u[}
London is at the St. Regis. The Hon. |
Maude Pauncefote and the Hon. Ronald |
C. Lindsay are the guests now at Wash-
ington of Mrs. J. Donald Cameron. Sir|
George Young of England has come over |
to pass the Christmas holidays with his |
son, the second secretary of the British |
Embassy,

Mre. Willilam A, Greer of 56 West .\'inth‘
street will give a small dance to-morrow
night for her niece, Mies Noél Jahnston.
Another darnce of to-morrow will be given
by Mrs. Howard K. Coolidge of 1 West
Seventy-second street for her njece, Miks |
Madeleine Wemple, at Sherry's. Mrs. J. |
Allen Townsend of 237 Madison avenue |
will give a small dance on Tuesday night |
for Miss Viola Townsend. Mrs. Alphonse |
Alker will givea dance on that night for |
her débutante daughter, Miss Florence |
Alker. Among the dances to be given |
Wednesday night are those of Mrs., Oak-
leigh Thorne of 298 Madison avenue for
Miss Margaret Thorne at Sherry's, Mrs. |
Rowland Ames Robbins of 189 West Fifty-
ninth street for Miss Gladys Robbins at!|
Delmonico's, Mrs. Henry FFairfield Osborn |
of 850 Madison avenue for Miss Josephine |
Nsborn and of Mrs, Henry E. Coe of
5 East Tenth street for Miss Emily Coeé at
Sherry's.

“The first of thé midwinter dances wili
be given on Tuesday night at the Plaza,
The patronesses are Mrs, Theodore New-
Jand Ripson, Mrs. Charles E. S{xrafue.
Mrs. Theodore A. Wood, Mrs, William
Chilvers, Mrs. Bradley Allen Fiske, Mrs.
William B. Hotchkiss, Mrs. W. Smith
Jennings, Mrs, Robert Wood Johnson,
Mr#s. -Joseph Martin Schenck, Mrs. Har-
riet Norton Maryin, Mrs. Julian H, Meyer
and Mrs. Robert ‘A. C.Smith. *

Mrs. George C. Kobbé of Short Hills,
N. J., will give a luncheon at Sherry's
next Wednesday, December 23, for her

Constantino sang Rodoifo, Mr. Sammarco
Marcelln, and rest were the same
as at the previous performance of the l
opera. it was a good performance |
vesterday afternoon might be permitied |
1o pass without saying, but it is a duty |
a5 well as a pleasure aiways to call at-|
tention to the presence of Mme, Melbni
and her begutiful ainging in this town, |

Mme. Sembrich began her Lucia yester- |
day in a manper which must have caused |
soine of her adorers to fear that it was not |
destined to be one of hef happiest after-
noons. But before she had finished
“Quandp rapito” it was seen that her
unfailing vocal resource had enabled her
to bring her tones to their acoustomed
color and poee, and thenpeforward she
sang superbly. Mr. Bonci was naturally
quite at home in the role of Edgardo and
Mr, Campanari ' was- as usual, a satis-
factory %nrico Ashlon.

In the evening the opera at the Man-
hattan was “Le Jongleur de Nétre Dame,*
with Mary Garden in the réle of Jean
and the rest of the strong cast already
Lieard in this choice specimen of Masse- |
ret's product. At the Metropolitan “Car- |
men” was pung, with Maria Gay once more |
as the gypsy, Mme. Rupfold as Micaelay|
Mr. Martin as (Don José and Mr. Noté |
as the Torreador. ey

Mr. ‘Martin is making progress in his |
art. He has a voles of lovely quality |
und he is rapidly acquiring freedom and
certainty in its use. He ought to have a
career, e ormance of “Carmen”
wUS in gen: smooth.

OLIVE MEADP QUARTET,

The New Seecond Viollaist, Vera FonarofTl,
Makes Her Debut.

The Olive Mead Quartet's first con-
cert, which was postponed from its orig-
inzl date, took place last night at Men-
delssohn Hall,, The programme com-

rised Haydn's D major quartet,
SH'@I!H)VGH’I serenade, opus 8, for violin,
viola and cello, and Dvorak’s piano quin-
et in A major, opus 81, he pianist
wae Coenraad o8, who has bequ’
1laying accompartiments for Dr. Ludwig
Willner. The audience was one of fulri
size, and it evinoced much satisfaction
with the evening's proceedings. e [

The quartet has a new second violinist, |
Vera Fonaroff, who made her first appear- |
suce here last night. Her tone last night |
<cemed to be somewhat small for the en- |
have been one re- |

semble, tl‘ml thii(?ima - e et i
sult of the timidity due to a first ap -
ance. Her iu!ona{ion was good, 80 that.!
i this important respect t n'pluym#‘nf;
the quartet remains unimpaired. Miss |
Mead and her associates are serious n‘nd|
smbitious musicians who need no consid-
vration” on account of their sex. They pluyl
better than most of the male quartets. |

Mock Trial at the Astor.
I'here was a banquet accompanied by

o mock trial at the Hotel Astor last eve- |,

ning, when the executive and the selling
forces of the R. & G. Corset Company
cntertained the company'’s vice-president,
W. A. Marble, on the oocasion of his
twenty-fifth anniversary in the service
of the company. Mr. Marble was the
defendant in t‘e trial and the pelling
foroe appeared qulalnmr-. telling the
referee, Mr. Dimond of South Norwalk,

conn., their vacolus grievances against
the vice-president.

Mr. Dimond sentenced Mr. Marble to
twenty-five yoars more of active service
and presented him with a loving oup.
\r. Marble promptly filed the cup and
passed it around 'l{mro were also some
topical songs representative of sundry
overiences of the diners.

daughter, Miss Martha Leavitt Kobbé,
Miss Kobbé will attend her sister, Miss
Allce Leavitt Kobbé, as maid of honor
at her wedding with Curtis Gordon Rand |
on Saturday, December 20. The ceremony |
will be performed in Christ Church, Short i
Hills, he bride will wear a costume of |
white satin with point lace and orange
blossoms. After the ceremony Mr. and
Mrs. Kobbé will give a bridal breakfast
at their home. Mr. Rand is a son of Mrs.
George C. Rand of Far Rock, Lawrence,

L. L

The second dance this season of the
Saturday Class will be given the night
after Christmas in the big ballroom at
Delmonico's. The general dancing will
begin early and at 10.30 o'clock the cotillon
will start. At these dances but one favor
is given to.both the women and their

partners.

One of the manyfweddings set for Jan-
uary is that of Miss Edith C.Clark and
Reginald Francke. It will take place
at the home of the bride's parents, Mr.
and Mrs, George Crawford Clark, 1027
Fifth avenue, cn Saturday, January 16.
Bishop Doane, who will perform the cere-
mony, will be assisted by the Rev. Dr.
Willfam R. Huntington, rector of Grace
Church. The bride will be attended by
the Misses Mary Harriman and Marion
Clark.

Mr and Mrs, Levi P. Morton were among
the New York guests at the wedding last

Tuesday of Miss Margaret Bradford Rob- | 4

bins, a relative, and Dana Malone at

) f the bride's parents, thg Rev,
;;1: lr:;:glg‘l?u F. L. R()l»l){llb. 2t Greenfield,
Mass,

The weddin g of Miss Emily Louise Bacon
and Hamiiton Fish Benjamin wiil be
celebrated on Baturday week, January
2, at Lenox. The ceremony will be per.
formed in Trinity Protestant Episcopal
Church and will be followed by a break-
fast at the bride's home. On account of
the recent death of the bridegroom's
mother all the elaborate arrangements
planned have been changed.

Mre, Richard Irvin of 1 West Thirty-
ninth street and others actively interested
in the welfare of the Virginia Day Nursery
have tickets on sale for the benefit per. |
formance on Wednesday afternoon at |
the Waldorf oy Ben Greet's oompani-
slayers, “A Christmas Carol” and "A D

arty” will be given. The ln%
will ¥)v used and the play wi
2.90 o' clock.

oll |
ball room
| begin at

Among the B-;e;t‘o;liunﬁ who have ar- |
ranged to pass much of their time here |
this winter are Mr. and Mrs, Washington |
B. Thomas and their family, Miss Mar- |

aret Thomas is one of the season's dé- |

utantes. The marriage of Miss Thomas
and Samuel D. Warren, Jr., will be cele-
brated soan.

Mrs, Elisha Dyer and her daughter,
Miss Laura Swan, who are waiting here
for Christmas, will sail immediately after-
ward on their annual European trip. Mr,
and Mrs. Henry W. Rogers willspend the
winter in ther{)yer residence here at 37
West Fifty-sixth stroet,

Mr, and Mre. Duncan Cryder arrived
yesterday in England and will pass their
Christmas with Mr. and Mrs, Cecil Hig-
gins, their son-in-law and daughter,
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HE gift that combines beauty, utility and intrinsic!
value is the gift par excellence.

FINE FURS

combine these requisites in an eminent degree, and nothing §
could be more suitable or acceptable for a Christmas §
remembrance than a beautiful set of furs, a fur garment, §
a single piece, such as a muff, scarf, neck ruff, pair of Se:
gloves or a cap.
Every article of our manufacture must possess quality, §
reliability and style, and the label bearing our trade-mark §
is a guarantee to the purchaser and a source of pride to the §
recipient of the gift. '
SUGGESTIONS FOR CHRISTMAS GIFTS
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" LADIES' COATS.

In all the latest designs.

Seal Ermine

Mink French Dyed Muskrat . Lined with

Persian Lamb Caracel gﬁk m; 3
Broadtail Russian Pony Otter Moskrat Ji
Chinchills ' ' All manufactured in our own factory

MEN'S OVERCOATS.,
For Carriage, Street and Evening Wear,

from the finest skins,

In Raccoon

Wolf
Mouskrat
Russian Calf

MOTORING COATS.
" Fer Ma and Women.

Australian Opossum

And other desirable furs

A large and full assortment of robes
and rugs.

Beaver ¢
g“ “m:i Russian Sable
ac
Russian Pony | Mink, Lynx.
Pointed Lynx
Pointed Fox

MUFES and NECKWEAD, |
The Lalest Fashions i '

Hudson Bay Sable Chinchilla

Also a large assortment of caps, gloves, |
foot-muffs, coachmen’s capes, éte.

Etmine

et
Fox, Raccoon |~
* Bear, Beaver -

C.C. SHAYNE & CO.,,

Manufacturers and Importers of
Strictly Reliable Furs

126 West 42d St,,
NEW YORK

SUED FOR 8350,000.
Hugh Crabbe Trying to Settle Two Sults i
for Breach of Promise. ’
CHicaco, Dec. 19.—Hugh Crabbe, |
former confidential agent .for Joseph
Leiter, the millionaire coal operator, is |
trying to settle two suits for breach of
yromise involving $50,000 as a result of
his marriage to Miss Meriam Pain Wedas-
dy. A $25,000 breach of promise suit
filed by Miss Marian Mattes against Mr, |
Crabbe is on the December court calendar,
It is said he attempted to settle the case
out of court several days ago.

On November 14, 1807, Miss Anna Mur-
ray, a domestic, brought a similar suit,*
asserting that on July 7 of that year
Crabbe ﬁnd asked her to become his wife,
Miss Mattes said she had no intention
of having the suit withdrawn and that it
would be fought out in court.

According to the bill filed in ber suit,
Mr. Crabbe promised to marry hLer on
April 1of thisyear. They had known each
other for two years, and Mr. Crabbe, she |
says, had been very attentive during that |
period. Crabbe attracted considerable
attention in a suit against Mr. Leiter for
back salary grhich he said was due him,

Huodson=Fulten Art Exhiblton,
An appropriation of $15,000 has heen

of | made to the Metropolitan Museum of Structed.

Art by the Hudsop-Fulton Celebration

Commission for an art exhibition in cob-

nection with the 800th anniversary of |
the discovery of the Hudson and the 100th |
ahniversary of the successful steam navi-
gation of the same river, The exhibition
will last from three to possibly six months,
It will be composed of works of the Dutch,
English and possaibily the Colonial schools |
of painters and will be free to the public. |
The museum will devote the entire new |
wing, which will be finished in time,

to this exhibit.

Led the Dance at the Age of 113,

8aN Francisco, Dec. 19.—~Capt. God-
dard E. Diamond, who says he is 113 years
old, led the grand maroh with Miss Marie
Montiéth, who is 100 years his junior, at a
dange given for him last night. Follow-
ing the march the dancers formed the
figure 118 on the floor. The proceeds of

the dance will be used to send Capt.
Diamond to San Diego, where he has
friends who will care for him.

Capt. Diamond was born in Plymouth,

s

Mass,
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$300,000 VIADUCT OPENED.
It Ellminates’a Grade Crossing Whrre‘

200 Accldents Have Ocourred.

Thomson avenue viaduct, one of the
most important improvements in connec- |
tion with the transformation of traffic |
conditions in Long Island City, was opened |
yosterday. This improvement cost about
$600,000, which will be divided equally |
between the city and the Long Island
Railroad.

This viaduct was necessary because the
outlet of the Pennsylvania tunnels is in
the vicinity of Thomson &venue. At
least thirty tracks will cross the avenue, |
ralioving t*m travel in the tunnel and con-
necting with the Sunn‘yside yards.

Thomson avenue is the important high-

way leading out from Long Island City to |
(eastern Long Ieland and was the route |
usad by automobilists in going tu":md.

un- |

fronr the Vanderbilt cup races.
dreds of automobiles pass over the avenue
each day. It was at the crossing now
eliminated that Mrs, Francis Burton
Harrison was killed two years ago. More
than 200 deaths and accidents have oc-
ourred there. ¥

To afford accommodation to automo-

bilists who will come over the Quoenn-;
boro Bridge when it is completed an ap-

proach from Nott avenue has been con-
- e

Poultry Show and Cat Show.

The Poultry Show compes around again
next week and will make Madison Square
Garden lively over New Year's Day. The
show will open on Tuesday, December 29,

and continue until Saturday, danuary 2, |
of  will be given for the New York section y

This will be the twentieth exhibition

the New York Poultry, Pigeon and Pet

Stock Association, and officers and ex- |
hibitors are working together to make it |

excel . the other succossful nineteen.
Secretary Crawford is confident of the
best showing ever made. .

On Wednesday, Thursday and lj‘ndny‘
while the Poultry Show is on In the Garden
the Atlantic Cat Club
annual show in the concert hall, under
the same roof.

Canada Colns Soverelgns.

OrTAWA, Ont., Dec. 19.—The first gold
soverecigns ever mede in Cannda were
turned out at the royal mint here this
week, They are mede from gold mined !
etllarder e, and are marked with

C,” indicative of Camadian manufacture. | ing is open to the public,

will hold its seventh !

| soprano; Mrs, Regina Rosenthal, alto;

"BRENTANO’S

——

'

In their new store, invite attention to their
complete display of Books in the English and
Foreign languages. The variety of stock, and
the moderate prices prevailing for many
volumes, meeting the requirements of every
taste and purse, enable ready selection of the

QUAINT B

At The “Pop Shad
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; PORTER P10
[ “Peter Pan,” by John

in Antique Stained

Pillows ($1)—Shirtwaist
N ORY LIBERTY

" most charming and cherished of all Gifts— | e Famyard * by Coollil
: | “Petit, Plerrot,” by Palegia
A BOOK FOR CHRISTMAS ' skricuuaep 2
Store open evenings, | | THE STORK CIGAR .
Tommencing Saturday,December19th,and continuing Early Morning Visit
‘ until Thursday evening, Decemnber 24th, inclusive. JOSEPH P, MeHUG
== 9 W. 49d St Opg
| * BRENTANO’S | et
' ‘ ASK FOR CA'
. Fifth Ave. and Twenty-Seventh St, New York | PARROT BRAND RYR
s e e e et et ——————————————————— | O¢ Of the best distilled In Kenty

| TO SING “JUDAS MACCABEUS.”

Handel's Oratorio to Be Given by
Women,

Handel's oratorio “Judas Maccabsus”

nue and Seventy-gixth street, A special
chorus of eighty voices from the People's
Choral Union will sing under the di
tion of 1saac Rosenblatt. Clarence

will be at the organ, Miss Katharine |
Bronstein at the piano and the solos will |
| be sung by Mrs. Lora Lamport McGuane, |

George Carrie, tenor, and the Rev, Bern-
hard Steinberg, bass, cantor of Temple
Heth-El. The introduction, “Chamucah,
Foast of Lights,® will be given by the
Rev. Dr. SBamuel Schulman. The meet-

Jewish | sunshine Workers Busy In Bragklyn for|

A rich harvest was reaped in Brooklyn
[ esterday for the Blind Babies Home
of the Council of Jewish Women on |gn Dyker Heights by more than 2,600
Wednesday evening, December 23, at §unshine workers who, acting under an
8:156 P. M., in Temple Beih-El, Fifth ave- | ordinance passed by the Aldermen and |
l approved by the Mayor, distributed them-
| selves over the borough and held up
| pedestrians who had not been already
dy | “tagged” for the benefit of the institution,
Fourteen automobiles which* were |
loaned for the day were pressed into the |
| service, and in each of them a blind child
' was seated. The contributions in return
for a Sunshine tag mnhed
| from a cent to $5, and Mrs,
Alden, who directed the crusade from
'ac::la\:nm in the Eagle Building, said

2,500 SELLERS OF TAGS.

Blind Bables Home, |

King,
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results were most gratifying,
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