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|earth shocks, was destroyed in 1595

suming them with lava and shattering
the hills under their villages:

“In spite of the terrible lessons of the last
ceéntury all of these localitles have been repopu-
Iated Their fertility, their surpassingly beau-
tiful situation and their healthfulness charm the
people Into a prompt forgetfulness of past d'sas-
ters.”

Caracas, which is subject to frequent

and 1766; in 1812 a convulsion killed
12,000 of its people; but the thought of
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The Sples of the Executive, |
Perhaps nothing further was needed !
to convince the Sixtieth Congress of
the importance of surrounding with all

Possible restraints and safeguards the | by another consuming blast, two thou-
ifresponsible employment of wecret |

% | never considered seriously, and to-day,

abandoning the site of the town was

with the memory of a sinister shock in
1900, it is more populous and thriving
than ever. Aleppo, Quito, Valparaiso,
Mendosa and other cities partially or
entirely destroyed by earthquakes were
not abandoned but rebuilt on a larger
and more ambitious plan. The energy
of the Marquis of PoMBAL created a
modern Lisbon on the very spot where
40,000 people had been annihilated in
six minutes. San Francisco is not so
much a case in point, for it suffered in-

oeptible to misuse and more in acoord with gen-
eral party sentiment. By Increasing the direct
influence of the party voters thelr participation
in party affairs will be encouraged. It will make
the elective ofMcer more independent of those
who would control his action for thelr wselfiah
advantage, and eusable him to appeal more di-
rectly to his coustituency upon the basis of falith-
ful service. 1t cannot fall in the main to prove
a strong barrler agalnst the efforts of those who
seek, by determining the selection of candidates,
to pervert administration to the service of privi-
lege or to secure fmmunity for lawbreaking.
It Is & reform which s Instinct with the apirit
ofourinstitutions, anditisdiMeult to seo how any
party man, however earnest in his partisanship,
can oppose the right of the voters of the party
really to declde who shall represent them as
candldates,

“The objectof our primary legislation has been
sald by the Court of Appeals to be 'to permit
the voters to construct the organization from the
bottom upward, Instead of permitiing leaders
to construct 1t from the top downward.' This
Is not only Important with regard to ofMces In
the organization, but the object cannot be effected
%0 long as pominations may be dictated and the

the party voters.

calculably more from fire than from'

earthquake, and the proved loss of life
was not calamitous,

Even St. Pierre, whose 26,000 people
were destroyed in one minute by a vol-
canic blast, shows signs of restoration,
Dr. EbMUND O, HovEY of the American
Museum of Natural History, who vis-
ited the Yuins a few months ago, found
a small hotel, a blacksmith shop, a police
station and other evidences of settle-
ment. Within a few weeks of the St.
Pierre cataclysm the people who had
inhabited Morne Rouge and other vil-
lages on the flank o/’ Mont Pelée returned
tc their homes, only to be overwhelmed

“ I therefore recommend a system of direct
nominations by all parties for all elective offices,
other than those of presidential electors, flled
| at the November electlon or at speclal elections
called to fill vacancies in such oMces. Hereto-
fore | have suggested that it be made permissive,
because It was belleved that such a provision would
rapldly lead to its general extension, But the
objections urged to this course and the strength
which the movement for direct nominations has
gathered have produced the conviction that we
should declde upon a policy binding upon all
partles, In this State the way has been prepared
for this course by the method of party enrolment
now in use In portions of the State and by our
famliliarity with jrovisions designed to prevent
corrupt practices and frauds at elections, Whlile
Idonotdesireun fuly to elaborate detall, 1 further
recommend:

1. That provision be made for the enrolment

sand losing their lives in Morne Rouge

police by the President of the United |alone,

States, 2
“The abnormalities apd

dver, have just-heen illustrated in a most

Whether a great city will rise from

dangerous | the ruins of Messina depends upon the
tendencies of recent experience, how- state of the channel between Si(u'lﬂ

and the mainland. If navigation by

striking way by the publication yester- | large vessels is still practicable there
fu" of Secretary Tart's confidential T will be a new mntropolin.and the port,of tions, including the printing of oficlal ballots,
letter of April 16, 1008, to President | Messina will in the course of time, and | provision of polling places and the Iike. be borne

RoosevELT regarding the Brownsville
injustice. .

perhaps in a very few years, rival the

|old in its facilities for shipping. Such

After reminding Mr. RoosuvELT that | is Messina's strategic position for com-
he really possessed no evidence what-| merce that the restoration is likely to

ever against individual members of the
eolored battalion which Mr. RoosevELT

| proceed rapidly.

of party voters throughout the State, and that
';\Arlk‘lpulon in primary elections be limited to
| the enrolled party voters, with stringent meas-
ures to prevent fraud, The enrolment may be
made In substantially the same manuner as Is pro
vided for with regard to registration,

"2 That the expense of holding primary ele

by the publie.

| expenses.
l “4. That the amount which may be expended by

had punished indiscriminately, Mr. TAPr | Primaries and the Ballot In Gove! . . qidates for nomination be limited.

went on to suggest to his chief in the
most delicate manner imaginable the
propriety of measures to rescue the

imnocent from the consequences of that |

wholesale condemnation, o
“It becomes vour duty,” wrote \r,
Tart, “and that of the Department to |
make every effort possible to identily
the men who did the shooting and (o
enlablish the innocence of as many as are
innocent among those discharged.”

That is to say, the people of the United |
States were taxed to pay secret police |
employed by Mr. ROOSEVELT solel to |
hunt down the innocent who had been
wronged by a sweeping sentence impul-
sively inflicted by him on innocent and
guilty alike in "advance of any exact
ascertainment of innegence or guilt.
These detectives, we repeat, were hired
solely to detect the innocent in order
to relieve them from the unjust conse-
qpences of an Executive act. That was
the admitted purpose of the proceed-
ings recommended by Mr. TarFT, the
identification of the men- who did the |
shooting, if such:guilty persons there
were, being incidental thereto.

Condemnation, sentence and punish-

|
|

dent called in afterward to detect the
innocent and to establish their inno-
eence in order that the original injustice
might ‘be Th part repaired!

When siiice-the first formulation of the
principles governing the orderly admin-
istration of law and justice has the|
fundamental principle of criminal pro-
cedure been so grotesquely reversed?
The fact that a mind so clear seeing and
honest and of such eminent judicial
habit as Mr. TAFT's contemplated with-
out manifest repugnance the proposi-
tion gmbodied in the letter of April 186,
1008, 'is perhaps the most unexpected
feature of the business. His partici-
pation exhibits tha pernicious effect of
ntmo.sphere.

Man Undismayed by Natural Con.
vulsions.

Nature razes and kills, but in the very
place of desolation man builds again
and risks annihilation, The cause is
largely economic: in the East fatalism
enters into it. If the site of a city is
favorable to trade or politically im-
portant not even the repetition of dis-
asters will depopulale il, as the dead
are buried the living move in, rebuild,
restore and reorganize industry. So-
ciety concerns itself little about past
perils, and the individual hopes to
escapa tho fate that overtook others,

“Afanila 8 in constant danger of de-
struction from earthquakes,” says Mr,
JoaN FOReMAN in his book on the
Philippines. During a shock lasting
half a minute on June 3, 1863, 400 persons
were killed and 2,000 injured and forty-
six public and 570 private buildings were
entjrely destroyed.
pine census report, compiled under the
direction of Major-General J. P. SANGER,
therg ik a list of thirty-two “notable
earthquakes™ occurring in Manila be-

tween 1645 and 1997. Some of them lit- |

¢rally ,sbhook  the town down. From
1880 Yo 1897 (inclusive) 221 earthquake
shocks were registered at the local ob-
servitory, In the census report this
piggestive statemeént may be found:

“ Maglia 48 most adventageously situated for
ehperiencing almost all the shocks radlating from
the dfftefenii centres of Luzon; It 18 no more than
thirty-ive mliies north of the active volcano
Taal and a litle more from the extinct volcanoes
ﬁlqnllmg. Dandjdo and Ardyat.”

The menace does not check the growth
of Manila, and residents lose no sleep
over it, although disturbances happen
at all hours, and some of the worst
have' tambled houses down in the night,
The Philippine archipelago has a record
of 962 earthquakes in the eighteen years

In the first Philip- !

| Fxperlence has shown that the people can be bet.

ernor Hughes's Message.
The Republican State plat form adopted

'at Saratoga on September 15, 1008, has

this to say concerning the primary and
ballot systems of the State:

“ Every legal voter should be encouraged to
exercise his right of franchise, that the will of the
majority expressed through a ballot freely cast
and honestly cou:ted may prevall. To that end
we are ofiposed to any form of ballot that shall
render it more diMcult for the voter to exdrcise
his constitutional privilege of designating upon
the ballot the caondidate whom he wishes to
support.

“Itisof the uighest importance for the preser.
vation of our representative form of government
that primaries and conventions should truly ex-
press the will of the voters of every political
party. Taat there may be th) freest action In
the selection of the delegates, we favor legisla-
ton which will fully protect every voter against
fraud or coercion and secure to him the fullest
opportunity to vote at his party primary.”

Yesterday Governor HUGHES in his

Lo primary elections,

“We may thus In perfecting the plan avold such
mistakes as may have been made In other States
while securing the benefits of a system which by

| has rapid'y won its way in the favor of the peop.e
| throughout the country.’

Commenting on the election system of
the State, the Governor goes on to say
in his message:

“ We should further strengthen our laws for
the protection of the purlty of elections. Fro-

palgn expenditures
may be compensated as poll workers should be
limited, The law relaling 1o the Identification
of persons registering and voling should be made
| applicable wherever fraudulent practices suggest
the need of such a remedy, The clrculation of
anonymous publications affecting candidates for
office should be prohiblted under appropriate

second inaugural message to the Legis- | penalties, and requirement should be made that

declared in part as follows:

method too often and not unnaturally regard
themselves as primarily accountable not to their
constituents, nor even, broadly speaking, to their
party, but to those individuals to whom they feel
they owe their oMices and upon the continuance
of whose good will they deem their political
future to depend.

“ But the most serlous consequence is to the
people at large. To the extent that party ma-
chinery can be dominated Ly the few the oppore
tunlty for special Interests which desire to con«
trol the administration of government, to shape
the laws, to prevent the passage of laws or to
break the laws with impunity Is Increased. These
interests are ever at work stealthlly and persist-
ently endeavoring to pervert the government to
the serviee of thelr own ends. All that (s worst
{n our public life inds Its readiest means of access
to power through the control of the nominating
machinery of parties. Party organization needs
constantly to defend Itself from these encroach-
ments, and the people for thelr proper security
must see that the defences are bullt as strongly
as possible,

“ There have been and are consplcuous llus-
trations of party leadership won and held in op-
position to those who have represented speclal
interests, and endeavoring falthfully and honor-
ably to perform Its proper function. But this
does not alter the fact that our present method
facilitates the control of government by those
whose purposes are antagonistic to the public
welfare., Nor should we be unmindful of the e
tent through which the force of enlightened pub-
llo sentiment In indirect ways mitigates the evils
inherent in our present system.  DBut this sentl-
ment works under consplcuous disadvantages,
and it s a defect In our system requiring remedy
that the actual power of nomination should reside
with those who are under strong temptation to
disregard the public Interest In favor of private
advantage so far as that course may be deemed
to be sale.

“ When we lnquire what remedy Is avallable, it
may be sald that there Is none which can be con-
sidered as complete, because human nature can-
not be changed by legislation, and oppdriunities
for polltical mischief will exist under any system,
But we may make Improvement, and these oppor-
tunities may be diminished, We should perfect
our primary laws by providing for an oMclal
primary ballot, by extending our enrolment
system, and by placing our primary elections
under substantially the same restrictions as our
general electlons.

“But we should go beyond this. As the evil so
Jargely resides In the perversion ol representation
we should further proceed along the line of prog-
ress by restoring effectively to the many the
powers which properly belong to them and have
been usurped by the few., What history has
shown to be essential to the protection of the peo-
ple Is llkewise needed for the protection of par-
ties. and thus ultimately for the reenforcement
of public rights. We bave decided not to trust
despotism, though occasionally it may be benevo.
lent, nor do we favor government by aristocracy,

ter trusted than thelr self-constituted guardians,

*he rule of the people Involves vigorous dis.
cussion and popular contests, but we are finally
committed to [t because In the long run our safety
depends upon It

“If we apply these principles to our party ac-
tivitles we shall make them the more wholesome,
as they vill more readily respond to the Intelll.

ending-with 1807, After a rude convul-

gion man buries his dead and continues (o I

teaflic, revel and multiply in the zone of
devastation. JosE CENTENO, who lnudc-l
a study of ecarthquakes and eruptions
in Luzon, tel's us that Taal, the vol-

gent an’l conscientlous purposes of the party
mermbere,

“The time has come, | believe, when nomina-
tions by all parties for elective oMces should be
made directly by the enrolled vosers 2f the par.
ties respectively. This will promote true party
representation, 1t will tend to sirengthen and

eano, has slain its (housands, wm-‘m.nm party leadership by makleg 1t less sus-

“The candidates selected by the |~;reseml

lature, speaking of our primary system, :lll campalgn documents affecting candidates

should be elther published In newspapers upon
the responsibllity of their proprietors or should
bear the signatures of the persons or of the om-
cers of political committees issulng the same.

“ Tagaln recommend the adoptionof asimplified
form of ballot without the party column in which
the names of candldates for the respective offices
shall appear but once grouped under the names
‘of the ofces. ‘This would place parties, candi-
dates and voters, respectively, upon an equal
footing. Our electoral machinery should not
encourage carelessness, but each voter should
express his cholce with regard to each oMce sep-
No candidate should have more than
[ one place upon the ballot. Parties will not suffer,

as the experience of other States abundantly
shows, from such a change in the ballot, On the
other hand It Is Importang In order to galn the
real benefits of party organization that partes
should not be favored by arrangements of the
ballot, but should be compelled to rely for their
success upon the prinelples they espouse and the
merlts of the candidates they present, Nor Is It
a countervalling argument that candldates for
minor oMces will suffer In the voting through [ihe
absence of the party column. This will not be
the case If the public is Interested In the Alling
of the oMce, If, however, experience shall show
that we have more elective oMces than the voters
are willing to consider deliberately In exerclsing
thelr right of suffrage, the remedy would seem to
be to reduce the number by appropriate changes
In our system and by concentrating the respon-
sibllity of a@ministration, rather than by placing
through the form of ballot & premium upon In-
attention to candidates and their qualifications,

“1 also renew my recommendation that pro-
vision should be made to famliliarize voters with
proposed constitutional amendments, as, for ex-
ample, by the dellvery of the text of the amend-
anent at the time of registration in districts where
personal registration Is necessary, and by sults
able notification elsewhere.”

We have printed the positive dec-
larations contained in the Republican
State convention's platform and the
equally positive
the Governor on these highly important
matters in order that thoughtful citi-
zens may discern for themselves the
nature of the difference, if any, between
the two documents, namely, the plat-
form of the Republican party of New
York and the message of the Republican
Governor of New York.

As to one of the Governor's recom-
mendations all unselfish and honest
minds will be in hearty accord. We
mean his remarks about the impor-
tance of familiarizing voters with pro-
posed constitutional amendments, Had
this been the vogue, the $101,000,000
canal amendment Bteal of the people's
money would never have been perpe-
trated.

arately

Ald for Foreigners From the Na.
tional Treasury.

When the bill appropriating $800,000
for the succor of the sufferers from the
Italian earthquake was taken up in the
Senate on Monday Mr, BAILEY of Texas
asserted as his opinion that the Co
had no right to authorize the expendi-
ture of money from the treasury for
such purposes. Mr. BAILEY was the
only Senator to express this belief, and
he specifically disclaimed any inten-
tion te oppose the appropriation, al-
though fiis remarks indicated that other
Senators took the ground held by him.
Mr. HALE, the acting chairman of the

power 1o make them does not actually reside with’'

recommendations of |

THE SUN, THURSDAY,
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| necessary,” the resolution putting no

virtue of its appeal to the sentiment of liberty |

vision should be made for publicity as to all cams. |
The number of those who |

“ 8. That the corrup! practices act be extendea !
$0 as to prescribe the expenses which may law- ‘propriutionn of money for the pur(.hw
fully be incurred ln connection with nndldac(n'
for nomination and to insure the publicity of all |

| relief act cited by Mr. HALE waa passed, I velt does not now withdraw it, as he is
| The measures for Cuba were approved | worally bound to do; he maintains that it

“ 5 That generally, with such changes as may ' by Mr, MCKINLEY,'and Mr. ROOSEVELT | was not an attack upon Congress's honor,
be necessary for adaptation, the safeguards of | has signed three bills of this character, |that it was nothing which should give
the law governing general elections be extended | ywo of them carrying money appro~ |offence to any member properly sensitive

|

)

JANUARY
Committee on Appropriations, had evi-
dently expected that some objection
would be raised to the appaopriation,
for he had ready a list of acts and reso-
lutions of Congress granting relief to
the people of foreign nations In times of
emergency to urge as precedents.

The first of these enactments carried
$50,000 to be expended by the President
for provisions to be given to the suffer-
ers from the Venezuelan earthquake
and was approved May 8, 1812, Thirty-
five years later, on March 3, 1847, the
Secretary of the Navy was authorized
to use the United States ships Mace-
donian and Jamestown to transport
food “to the famishing poor of Ireland
and Scotland.” Again, in 1871 the Presi-
dent was empowered to use naval ves-
sels to receive and conveydo France and
Germany supplies for the people of
those countries. In 1880 the Secretary
of the Navy was authorized to use a
national ship or to charter a privately
owned vessel to take supplies to Ire-
land, This course was followed twice
in 1897, when the Secretary of the
Navy received authority to transport
to India at the expense of the Govern-
ment foodstuffa given by private indi-
viduals,

The resolutions of May 10, 1808, and of
March 3, 1899, for the relief of Cuba,
the latter carrying an appropriation
of $100,000, seem hardly to belong in
this category on account of our pe-
culiar relation toward the island in
those years, But at the time of the
Martinique disaster in 1902 $200,000 was
appropriated for the relief of the vic-
tims of Mont Pelée, and in 1907 the
President received permission to dis-
tribute among the people of Jamaica
“such provisions, clothing, medicines
and other necessary articles belonging
to the subsistence and other stores of
the naval establishment as may be

limit on the amount to be expended.
It will be observed that, disregarding
the measure for the relief of Cuba, only
in three cases—the Venezuela crisis of
1812, the Martinique disaster and the

present hour of Italian need-—have ap- ‘

of supplies been made. Mr. MADISON |
was President in 1812, when the first |

priations. The unpleasantness of in- |
terposing what would be called a tech- ‘
nical objection to prevent an act of |
charity at a time when the public was
deeply stirred by sympathy is obvious, |
and a serious effort to hold up an ap- |
propriation bill in this way is almost |
unthinkable. Still there is weight to |
Senator BAILEY'S opinion, and an
adequate discussion of the subject in
Congress would be of wide interest. ;

{

Mr. Bingham's Indiscretion. l

Commissioner BINGHAM was very in-
discreet to bring once more to public
attention certain incidents .u the life
of a member of the Finn family. The
obvious thing for this representative of
the Finn family to do under such cir-
cumstances is to resort to billingsgate,
and in the use of that Mr. BINGHAM is
no match for the Finn now most con-
spicuous in New York city affairs. Mr,
BingHAM is handicapped by his antece-
dents, a disadvantage he cannot easily
overcome,

On the Finn side every influence of
opportunity, inclination amd environ-
ment unite to make the present spokes-
man of the clan invincible in such a con-
test. For several years, protected by
the authority of a powerful if lowly
judicial job, freed from the restraints
that clarb and soften the words and con-
duct of men in private life, he has had
unusual opportunities for the exercise
and development of his vocabulary of
attack. Surrounded by persons almost
entirely within his power, he has been
able to give free rein to his faculty and
to enlarge beyond the possibilities of
most men his capacity for abuse. That
he has not failed in office to improve a
gift for hard words already carefully
cultivated the attendants in his court
bear cheerful testimony.

Mr.; BixaHAM should not engage with
such an adversary.

A remarkable Indication of progress in matters
conducive to the welfare of the State may he
found In the widespread Interest In forestry
affairs which has recently absorbed the atten-
tion of thoughtful people to an unusual extent. -
JAMES 8. WHIPPLE, Forest, Fiah and Game Com-
missioner, in the preface to "Annual Reports jor
19041900, 1907.”

Also a remarkable indication of prog-
reas in art may be found in the illustra-
tions with which this ofcial publication
is enriched and beautified. “Sportsman
and Guide—a Friendly Chat,” “Venison
for Suppes,” “Snowshoeing in the Woods, "
“Forest Surveying,” “Discussing the
Catoh,” “Typical Sugar Bush"—in fact all
of the scenes from the woods and waters
of the State up to and including “Lost in
a Snowstorm® attract attention, excite
interest and doubtless serve some high
if hidden public purpose. The study of
the last named plate we urge on all who
are likely to go searching for persons
supposed to have wandered from the
roads or paths in winter time, With this
portrait in mind almost any man, or
woman, could identify the helpless vie-
tim at a glance.

Dr. Wiley.

To TR Eprron or TR SUN—Sir: Wil you
please aliow me a few words regarding the at.
tempts belng made to tie the hands of Dr. Wiley
In his honest, earnest efforts to carry out the
provisiors of the pure food law by those Inter -
ested for thelr own benefit, agalnst the people, in
getting a “liberal interpretation” of that law?

Senator Heyburn, from my own State of 1daho,
the father of that bill, succeeded only after years
of fghting against great odde; then much of Its
effect was lost by Interpolations at the last mo-
ment by the powers that be. The people know
what a wonderful amount of good Dr, Wiley has
already lished by r of it, and every
woman and man should rally to his support now
and ndorse him In no uncertaln language, for if
he loses In his battle against & “liberal interpre.
tation” the American people might as well save
the money and years of effort It costs to get such
a law and acknowledge themselves defeated by
those who desire to enrich themselves at the cost
of human lives. Women, this means much for
the home. (Mrs.) E C. ATwoob.

New York, January §,

Her Lesson in Astronomy.
Juliet had just asked Romeo not to swear by
the moon.
“But,” he retorted, “the new planet hasn't any
pame yet."
Herewith she was obliged to put up with the
hackaey ed aath. =

|also be used in investigating the private

CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT.

The Secret Service Mewsage.
From the New York Commercial.

The President professes to be wholly at
& loss to understand these demands, and
drops the matter flatly with a final protest
that he does not regard it as within the
province or the dutles of the Presldent Lo
report to the House “alleged delinquencies”
of members or the supposed “corrupt ac-
tion” of a member “in his ofMolal capacity.”
Why, then, did he by implication place the
whole body of the House in the “crtminal
classes” and represent them as standing
in fear of InvestigaMon for their alleged
orimes?

Pluinly enough, the twenty-sixth Presi-
dent hasn't at hand any information of the
sort requested by the House, and so has only
a weak and evasive ansawer to make to its
resolution, The House will not of course
be satisfled with this lame defence.

And there s the Senate resolution call-
ing for a probing into all the facts in con-
neotion with the whole secret service amend-
ment Incident. President Roosevelt isn't
through with the Congress yet in this affalr
~nor is the Congress through with him.

1909.

A Palnful Analysis of Statements From
the White Hoeuse.
From the Sprinpfield Republican.

The President has written a long message
in which he attempts to justify one of his
most reckless statements In the previous
message and then to shift the issue on te
other ground entirely, It is difficult to
troat this part of the performance with the
respect which one owes to the Presidential
ofMce, It is all the more diMocult because
Mr, Roosevelt as a man and an oflicial has
given 30 much cause for offence in the past
by his unfair controversial methods with
individual citizens and has at times made
use of such questionable means to justify
an awkward personal positiongn the pub-
lic mind, ‘This message is an example of
his uudacity in seeking to produce imime«
diate poprlar effects through the unrivalled
publicity which a President’'s utterances
command--a publicity «o extensive and {ar
reaching that even Congreas is at an over-
whelmingdisadvantagein nevurln,uponmur
hearing in u controversy with the Fxecutive,

The original assertion by the President
that “the chief argument in favor of the
provision was that the Congressmen did
not themselves wish to be investigated by
secret service men”--this assertion was the
one first to arouse angry comment ian Con-
gressional circles and it was the primary
cause of the trouble, It was a plain state-
ment of fact in an official document and
should be susceptible of proof. Mr. Roose-

as to his personal character, and then he
attempts to show that the statement is sus-
tained by the evidence. The evidence he
offers i®= an extraordinary exhibit, The
chief item i the debate of May 1 last, in
the House of Representatives on the sun-
dry civil appropriation bill, in the course
of which the secret service was discussed
in connection with the appropriation there-
for. The President now maintains point
blank that that debate “entirely supporta”

his original statement, and he boldly calls &

attention to pages 3533 to 5360 inclusive
of the Congrrssional Record as an ample
justification for his declaration. We have

“puUTY ON

BRAZIL'S
WasHINGTON, Jan. 6.—The proposal to
put a duty on coffée has exoited a discus-

slon in which there is evident a lack of
information regarding fundamental facts.
For Instance, it appears to be a general
belief that when the United States in 1872
put coffee on the free list Brasil took ad-
vantage of the opportunity and imposed
an export duty on the commodity, thereby
robbing the American consumer of the
benefit which would otherwise have come
from the removal of the duty. Brazil
does not impose an export duty on coffee.
The belief that it does grows out of the
fact that soon after the passage of the
tariff act of 1872 some of the coffee pro-
duocing States of Brazil imposed an export
tax. It was a State, not a Federal act.

The assumption that these State taxes
would be removed if the United States
should again put coffee on the dutiable
list is without warrant. Such a course
on the part of Sao Paulo and its neighbors
is most improbable. The money obtained
from that source is needed by the various
States, and they are most unlikely to
surrender so important a part of their
revenues. Even were such a polioy
to be adopted, the tax is only a fraction
of the duty which it is proposed to put on
at this end. The tax is not the same in
all the States, but the rate in S8ao Paulo,
the largest producer of coffee, is ® per cent.
ad valorem. The valorization coheme
now in operation fixes the price of coffee
at from 85 to 65 francs a bag of 132 pounds,
Taking 60 francs as an average price and
the Bao Paulo tax rate of ¢ per cent., it
appears that the tax amounts to $1.042 a
bag, orabout four-fifths of a cent a pound
in American money and weights.

The argument that a tariff on coffee

_would little or not at all increase the cost

to the American consumer cannot be
maintained. It would even increase the
retailing price by a sum greater than the
duty imposed. The present basis of mar-
ket prices is about 8'5 cents a pound for
Rio standard No. 7, and distributers’
profits are calculated on that basis. If a
duty of five cents a pound is imposed it is
evident that distributers' profits would

the duty and that retailing prices would
be advanced by more than five cents.
Coffee now retailing at say 15 cents would
probably sell at 21 or 22 cents, and coffce
now retailing at 20 cents would probably
sell at 27 or 28 cents.

Imports of the last seven years have
averaged about 950,000,000 pounds a year,
and the per capita consumption has
averaged eleven pounds. On that basis
a tariff of five cents a pound on coffee
would increase the family cost of living
by about $8.80 a year. *The poor man's
family drinks a cheaper coffee than does
the family of the rich man, but it con-
sumes on the average a much larger quan-
tity. The proposed duty being specific
and not ad valorem, it follows that such a
duty would fall heaviest on the class least
able to bear it. The country may or may
not stand in absolute need of the revenue
to be derived from a tariff on coffee, but
if a tax is to be imposed it should be
adjusted with proper consideration for
those who must pay it.

Sturdy Defence of Clerieal Rights,

To Tk Epiron or Tuk Svx—Sir: He-
ferring to the articles concerning thie “Blows
for Liberty” of the city clerical force, 1
write to say that the Realty League ap-

carefully read the verbatim report of the
debate in the Record, and the result is that
we are under the painful necessity of flatly |
contradioting the Presideunt. It is simply
ridiculous to maintain, as the President
does, that in that debate the “chief argu-
ment” for the secret service clause adopted
by the House was that “the Congressmen
did not themnselves wish to be investigated
by the secret service men.” -

A reading of the debate instantly demon-
strates not only that such an argument
was not the chief one used but also that
it was practically negligible in the discus~
sion, The debate fllls fourteen columns of
the Record, and it was participated in by
thirteen members. Cheairman Tawney and
Mr. Smith, Republican members of the Ap-
propriations Committes, gave the commit-
tee's explanation in regard to the amend-
ment in question; and neither so much
as referred to the point that Congressmen
did not wish (o be investigated by secret
service men. Nor did any one else, except
Mr. Sherley of Kentucky, a Democrat;
and the total space occupied in the Record
by his references amounts to ten lines out
of fourteen columns of the debate as a whole!
But Mr. Sherley’s reference to Congresamen
in connection with the secret service was
merely incidental. He was discussing with
Mr. Bennet of New York the question
whether the Navy Department had been
justified in using a secret service man in
running down a certain naval officer who
had been involved in a domestic scandal,
Their controversy was entirely on that
point, and to elucidate his idea regarding
the Navy Department's action in the spe-
oific case mentioned Mr, Sherley asked Mr.
Bennet whether secret service men should

conduct of a member of Cougress, Mr,
Bennet quickly disposed of the inquiry, and
not another reference to Congressmen be-
ing shadowed or inveatigated by the secret
service appears in the remaining seven
columns of the House debate, To say that
the debate in any degree, however slight,
justified the President's original statement
i® nothing but a travesty on the truth,

The President falls back, however, upon
an unsigned article in the Chicago Inter
Ocean on the secret service, which, he under-
stands, was written by a man named Busbey.
Mr. Busbey is a great comfort, for he was
at one time Speaker Cannon's private sec-
retary; and the President triumphantly
infers that Busbey's sentiments must have
been Mr. Cannon's sentiments and that Mr,
Cannon's sentiments must have been those
of the majority of the House. The sober-
est mind must find the Busbey exhibit a
subject of mirth as soon as {t appears that
the article was printed no less than four
years and four months prior to the debate
and vote of the House on the secret service
in May last; yet Mr, Roosevelt, with the
audacity peculiar to him when in a tight
place, proceeds to quote from the four year
old anticle in the Chicago paper as proof of
his assertion concerning the present Cop.
gress, At this point the entire subject in
controversy seems to degenerate into faroce,
from which It is not lifted by Mr, Roose-
velt's solemn asseveration that certain Con.
gressmen, whom he does not venture to
name, have in private conversation with
him taken the Busbey view,

Vested Rights Under a Treaty,

To TAE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir" Under the
heading “Patent Treaty With Germany” the re-
cent act of the British Parliament conoerning for-
elgn patents is referred to In TRE SUN, If vesied
rights under a treaty may not be divested, even
after the termination of the treaty (Soclety, &c.,
vs. New Haven, 8 Wheaton, 484), how far may
this other party 4o a trealy with the United States
clalm exemption from the same rule?

JosxPRr T, ToMKING.

proved the resolution of the Greater New
York Taxpayers Confetrence recommends
ing Ythat the office hours in the greater city
and the several counties therein be ex
tended one hour, <0 a< to give the puhlic
uccess from 9 to 5 instend of from 9 to o,
escent on Saturdays,

Out of some thirty-two letters addressed
to the heads of departments and to county
oMoers, | have received only one reply to
the effect that the oMce hours will here-
after be from 9 to 5 o'clock, i. e, from the
Commissioner of Licenses. Such cruelty
shoyld not pass unnoticed, so I hope you
will let your readers know it. I anticipate
raany protests from the “Cradle of Liberty."
leonidas, Arnold von Winkelried, Andreas
Hofer and Warren at Bunker Hill are “not
in {t” compared to the municipal patriots
who will strike for liberty from now until
election day and fire a shot heard round
the city, ALFRED R. CoNRLING,

President Realty League.

New YORrk, January 5.

Twe Scranton Poets.

To 1HE FDIiTOR OF THR SUN ~Sir: Let the
poets of the Carolinas ok to their laures,
Scranton, Pa., may not be on the map geographl-
cally, but poetically we have a John Fern and a
C. 1, Hemming, those masters of the art of poesy
whose effusions are 50 eagerly sought In the eve.
ning Issues that not even the latest news from Aus-
tralla has a savor till they have been read,

Hemming, having the advantage of the warm
approval of the literary editor of the Scranton
Times, soems to bave the Inside track thus far,
though In the most cultured circles there s a
slrong though secret current setting in in favor
of Fern's poetical supremacy,

Fern draws his Inspiration from the eminently
practical side of life, while Hemming goes to the
flower and Its philosophy for s,

The columns of the Scranton Timss for the last
year or 50 have scintlllated with sparks from the
poetic forges of Fern and Hemming, but the real
literary folk of Scranton are shy of expressing a
preference lest they lay themselves open to the
Imputation of lack of discrimination In things
literary. SUBSCRIBER.

SCrANTON, Pa, January &,

Urban Life in Arkansas.

To TER EDITOR OF THE SUN—S'7! A battery
of United States Fleld Artillery em route through
Minnesota was approaching the -adjacent house-
hold establishments of two prosperous farmers,
AMissourian on the lead horse shifted bis tobacco
and called back to a bunkmate from Arkansas:

“Hey, Lacy, ef ye hed them two houses down
in Arkansas, what ye reckon ye'd call ‘em?™

“Glve Itup,” the Arkansan laconically answered,

“Why, the Twin Cities, sure,” and the Missou-
rian cracked his whip at a Ay on his off horse and
quletly enjoved the laugh which followed at the
expense of his comrade. QUARTERS,

WesT POINT, January 6.

Defence of the Whistlers.
To TAR EDiTOox oF THE SUN-—-SIir; THE SUN
has printed two or three letters from correspond .
ents who complain of the whistiing babit. Please
let us have something different,

Is it not more pleasant to hear a whistie than
a growl! 1 like to hear anybody whistle, A
whistle Is a sure sign of happiness. No one can
whistle with a load on his mind. Don't you Ilke
to see a pretty girl with her lips all puckered up
ready to—whistle? ‘What If & messenger boy |s
whistling out of tune* His heart Is in the right
place.

1ot us all learn to whistle.

NEW YORK, January 6.

The Gas Decision in the Heme Cirele.
We feel as though an uncle
Had died and left us cash
Beyond dreams avariclous,
Beyond our visions rash

To celebrate the fortune
‘Which unexpected comes
Arother gave a dinner
To twenty seven chums.

Mother bought a ticket

Upon next Thursday's ship—
She feels we can aftord it—

To take a foreign trip

Sister bought some dresses
And fAxings by the crate
Appropriate and proper
o grace our new estate,

Father bought an auto,
‘The latest model car -

Jh, never yet has money
Been known to go so far,

H P,

How much Is coming to us
‘That we so rich are made®

Just eighty seven dollars
When we at last are paid,

TROMASYILLE, Ga., January &
»

MOLANDBURON Wrisow,

COFFEE.”

be based on the market quotations plus

DOUGHNUTS.
With a Commentary on Crullers and

Other Creatiens.

To TuE EpITOR or THE BUN-Sir; The
feeling of apprehension aroused in me b
the gloomy predictions for 1009 of Zadkie!
Madame Thebes and the other disciples of
Cassandra seems to find its justification iy
this morning's 8UuN, wherein “H, P." open«
a line of Inquiry the far reaching and awf
consequences of which I shudder to con
template.

Harrowed as we are with perplexi ¢
questions ranging from the makeup of
the Cabinet of the incoming President 1«
the question of the use of rubber heels i1
Marathon contests, why must we be called
upon at this particular juncture to dete;
mine what mtln uishes the doughn:
fron, its congener the cruller”

ike the tariiY, this is a loeal {ssue. [y
floston, for instance, authorities agree
iving the name doughnut to the circula
orm of confection, Indeed, it I8 relate|
that & youn¥ man of that town appier.
ticed to o baker won his master's affec.
tionnte adniration by suggesting that o
suving might be made “ the sin:ple rrocm
of making the holes blgger. All went
well unti! one day the sald master dis.
covered that such a course resulted in the
neceasity of using more dough to go arcund
the hole.

In New York also popular prejudioce favors
‘hn word doughnut for the circular (I wonld

ay cylindrical, but that there is oely
enough dough used to warrant it) form,
while in Phlfodelpbh they apply the nane
doughnut to the twisted form, calling the
circular affair a “cruller.” rther to the
West we encounter the looution “fried cake "
for the same dainty, whereas on the Coast
the doughnut is a fearsome t in the
shape of & great wad of dough, holeless and
twistless, bearing on its m & daub o
80-CAl elly. In short “H, P." should
know that there is no surer indication of
the true cosmopolitan-th to know hy
what name to call for this form of refresh-
ment in the different parts of our great

country.
ling that what is the “riz it
of New En{lnnd ‘f,.ﬂ” "lurtbmd' of the

outh: that “has brown” potatoes In
New York are "mlt\c«{ potatoes in ver,
and that potatoes which have been first
boiled and then sliced and fried t" desig-
nlt;d in different sections of this ?md
lande of ours as plain fried, oounﬁry ried,
German fried, sauté and even bofled fried,
it must be manifest even to"? flmington
Inwlllgnouhan e “custom of the country "
must our guide in the “T"‘b’l.d cass
8o unfeelingly thrust upon us by “H. P." at

this inopportune time.
An '}or myself, Jont{uln Miller has very
nearly voiced my attitude:
1 never knew:;

| question not, as M{hdo

Of things as sacred as this is.

| only know that they to me
| Are sweoeter far than any bun
| That | bave known beneath the sunm,
| | seek to know no more than this
Of culinary mysteries,

C. 8. P

Niw York, January 5.

Something for the Secret Service to
Look Inte.

To 1HE EpiTorR oF THE SOUN—8ir: The
following news item is from the Washington
Herald of this morning:

Major Pdgar A. Mearns, Medical Corps, U, S. A,
who wijl be a member of President Roosevelt's
bunting expedition to Africa, was yesterday placed
onthe retired listof the army for physical disability
incldent to the military service. He will rank as
a Lieutenant Colonel from January 1.

Major Meams was examined for promotion
several weeks ago and fqund physically dis-
qualified. ['nder the law he'|s entitied to retire-
ment with the rank and pay of the next higher
grade,

An order was issued directing Major Meams
to remain on active duty and to report to the
Commander In Chief with station In Washington.

The effect of this order will be to sontinue
Colonel Mearns's pay as a Lieutenant-Colonel
which will be $4,500 a year. ) For several months
he has been on special duty with the Smithsonlan
Institution. Prior to that time he was stationed
at Fort Totten, N. ¥, He will accompany the
Presidential hunting party In the capacity of
medical oMeer and as paturalist,

Colonel Mearns entered the army In 1883, He
Is 52 years old.

1 should like to know if it is legal to retire
an officer of the army for physical disability
land thereby give him a higher grade and
then uno flatu order him upon active duty
and send him to Africa to accompany a
private citizen who is bunting game?

I don’t pretend to be posted In military
[law, but it seems to me that it is qfteer
| business to send an officer to the retired list
[ for physical disability and the next minute
|declare him in his higher grade qualified
| to endure the dangers and privations of
 keeping up with our mighty hunter Presi-
dent when he gets out of office and is tramp-
ing through the wilds of Africa.
| Perhaps some astute lawyer can point out
how this is just, right and proper. Itdoesn't
seen to me exactly a “square deal” for other
officers not so fortunate.

Does the law permit this to be done?

Perhaps Mr. Bonaparte can demonstrate
the legality of this singular performance.

JUST AN ORDINARY CITIZEN.

WasHINGTON, January 5.

Notes Frem Abread.

Canadian bank deposits, which increased by
$15,000,000 in 1907, also increased by $17,600,000 in
1908, while commerclal loans, which lacreased b:
about $50,000,000 in 1007, decreased by $80,000 0
in 1908,

In the eleven months ended November Britisnh
imports decreased $267,500,000 and exports $20)
000,000, & total decrease of $562,000,000, or $94,000
000 more than the American total decrcase of
$468,000,000 for the entire year.

Yalu River tmber is to be exploited by a Chi
nese Japanese company, with two managers, ons
of whom and all laborers employed by the com
pany in felling and moving timber, Including the
rafting of logs, must be Chinese.

From $112,000,000 in 1898 to $535,000,000 in 1008
Is the record of the Osaka Clearing House in the
handling of bills of exchange.

The Japanese Government has decided to Im
port and lease machinery for small manufactur
ing 50 as w0 diversify and Increase the varlous
industries.

Brazil Is exporting yearly $6,000,000 worth of
leat tobacco (9 per cent. W Germany) and $100,
000 worth of twisted tobacco (also o Germany
The tobaccos are low priced.

Ecuador Imports flour from Californla in Ger-
man steamers,

Two years Canadlan forelgn trade, years ending
July 81

1807 2 ﬂ{l':o"&":."
mna ieiiiieii.. 2557785 811,741,879

Cahada is gradually extending her trade com-
missioner service abroad, which now consists of
nineteen men, actively engaged In seeking mar
kets for Canadian products. The latest appolnt
ment Is in Glasgow, Scotland.

The German naval estimates include §35,000,0Mm
for new ships, of which $21,250,000 is to be raised
by a loan. The North Sea base of the German
navy at Wilhelmshaven Is being developed on a
very ambitious scale. The money value of Ger
many’s war fleet is $220,000,000, and the personne!
Is 53,760 officers and men,

Frports.
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Bicycles in Japan.
From Datly Consular and Trade Reports

Consul John H. Snodgrass of Kobe states that
though the Import of blcycles into Japan ha:
notably decreased of late, there is still sone
40,000 vehicles Imported every year. In tha!
country they are now used rather for practical
purposes than for pleasure. 1n addition to those
Imported entire, separate parts are imported, it
Is estimated, sufMoient to make about 50,000 bic: -
cles. Besides Importe¢ machines some 40,000 o
50,000 are manufactured in the country every yea'.
The total number of bicycles now in use in Japan
Is estimated at about 360,000, and their duration
of life Is not longer than five years on an average.
The nd for tires Is estimated at 200 pai
A day. Not more than sixty palirs are made v
Japan, the rest being imported. In 1007 Greit
| Britain furnished 30,000 bicycles to Japan, and n
addition $270,000 worth of parts, white the Unite
! 'i:auu furnished 8,218 bioycles and $178,000 woril
ol parts,

>
Cowboys' Seags.
From the San Antonio Express.

John A Lomax, assoclate professor of English
In the State Agiicultural and Mechaniocal Coliegs
at College Station, la preparing a compllation o'
native ballads and songs of the West, particular!:
those known as “cowboy songs.” Mr, Loma®
says these songs have for the most part neve
been In print, but ke the Masomic ritual a'e
banded down from generation to generation b:
word of mouth. He bas collected mearly one
hundred, and is certaln there ape many others
which he hopes to secure. These songs deal
mostly with the range and with heroes of traged:
and desperadoes lik¢ Jesse James and Sam Bas
They also include ballads ef *buffalo hunters
freighters and rengers. Mr. Lomax does no'
draw the line and is as anxious to seodre Mose
that are erude and even vuigar as the prinwole
sort, like that one famillar In all cow camps that
beging: “Bury me not on the lone pratriea”




