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We move to amend the Bourne bill

in two particulnrs,  First, make the

salayy of the Pres<ident of the United

States  $LA0,000 hercarter  instead of
$100.000 as proposed by the Senite
Finance Committee. Sceondly, repeal
the act which now appronriotes 825,00

annually for the President’s trave!ling
and  thus from the
statutory record (and as fur as posable
from the memory of mankind the no-
t--vx.u seaAndal of persistent deadhend-
is whiefl led to the !
sty of the legislation of June 25, 104

erpenses, Wi

umilinting neces-

The Case of Major Mearns.

Representative MaxN of Mlinois be-

travs a degreedf unsophistication which |

refloctz infinite credit on his heart, He

expresses an incorrigible incredulity
that the President of the Unitad States
shauld order a retired officer or any
other officer to accompany a future
ex-President, He is quite unable to
believe that the-retirement «f Major
Meanns was based on physical 1aca-
pacity, when it is notorious that very
exceptional physical ability is essential
for the African trip.

We make humble testimony of our
admiration for Mr. MANN'S ingenuous-
President RooseveLt's delicacy

ness,

in this and kindred matters is not in |

dispute, but it occurs to us that Major
VMEARNS in his capacity as an officer
and a gentleman presents a somewhat
interesting  problem. Hius  Major
MEARNS connived at his petirement
upon the grounds of physical incapacs
itv, and who s his accomplice in his
startling restoration to phvsical com-
petence? -

Are weo te understand that the army
1+ the gainer by the transaction, however
denlorable the means of its  accom-
plishment?

Let Well Enough Alone,

Governor HUGHES has the confidence
«f the community, It believes that he
hes its good at heart and that he has no
«!fish purpose in his recommendations
fer changes in its laws, On the other
hand his chief fault is his want o faults
and his inclination to the counsels of
perfection.
and form of ballot which has twice made

him Governor may be considered satis- |

foctory, by most of us.

We have no more use for the hosses
than Governor HUGHES has; vet they
are characteristically de.se 1a opposing
his prepesition for ¢ rect nominations
and what he calls a “simplified,” in
1eality a more difficult form of, ballot.
e professional will beat the amateur
in the changed form of the game even
mare easily than he does now, The ut-
moest economy of effort on the part of
the voter should be the aim of makers
of election laws, 'This direct nomina-
tinns scheme means in effect two elec-
tinns instead of one, Never fear about
the boss under those conditions, He
and his henchmen will attend to their
husiness, The ordinary citizen, with

nn passion for work that he can escape, [

will. merely be less effective politically
than he is now,

Then as to the “simplified” ballot,
“kvery voter,” the Governor says,
“should express his choice with regard
to each office separately.”

can't make him. Good or bad, the bal-
Jot should stand as it is. To be tinker-
ing it continually is to encourage voters
to stay away from the polls and to in-
crease *he power of the expert politi-
cians. Let well enough alone,

The Outlook in India.
The situation in Bengal and in some

other parts of India has becomme less !
threatening since Lord MORLEY de- .

fined in his recent speech the reforms
contemplated by the Indi# Office, and
since almost simultaneously summary
measures were taken against political
offenders by the Viceroy's Council at
Calcutta. A large number of persons
more or lees conspicuous in seditious
movements have been arrested and
either deported or placed under personal
restraint, The British rulers of India
have still another ground for looking
forward to the future with confidence
in the fact that disaffection is con-
fined exclusively to Hindus and that
they can now rely on the support of the
60,000,000 Mohammedans who consti-
tute a sort of warrior caste.

We are told on good authority, con- |

firmed by the record of events dur-
ing the last three months, that the
most sympathetic relations now exist
hetween the British Government and the
Sultan Apprn Hamip, since that sov-
ereign has thrown in his lot unre-
servedly with that. of the Turkish Re-
farm party. The outeome of these ree

ernment detectives to confess his part,
and the part of other soldiers, in the
been applied by Ottomai influence to |raid at Brownsville, although he had
| the Egyptian Nationalist pariy, which |nothing to confess. These detectives
luntil lately was encouragel by emis- were men employed by HERBERT J,
Imarfes from Constantinople, but the|BrowNE and Captain W. G. BALDWIN
[Sultan in  his Caliphal capacity is|and those two men themselves. The
| known to have spared no efforts to in-|discharged soldier was Boyp CONYERS.
' culcate loyalty to the British rule upon | His letters to Senator ForAKER, which
;vhe Moslem inhabitants of India, We | were voluntary, have been spread upon
| need not recall that for centuries in that 'the records of the Senate. The inter-
country the Mohammedans were a'le nal evidence is very strong that CoN-
to keep the Hindus in subjection and | YERs told the truth when he wrote that
Ithat the Indian Mutinv of 1857 would |he had made no confession to the detec-
have had no terrors for Britain but for tives and that he was an innocent man
their organization of it. For more than | at bay against whom they were trving
a year past Hindu seditionists have to make out a case,

tried to win the good will of their Mo-' BrowxE in his report asserts that a |
hammedan fellow subjects, and at one | confession was obtained by & negro|
time their concerted efforts seemed | detective named WiLLIAM LAWSON, but
likely to have some success. That time | jts genuineness is under suspicion be-
has passed away, however, thanks to | cause LAwsON is illiterate and his affi- |
the tremendous moral ascendency exer- | davit was signed with his (X) mark. Al

'

'ln(irmn has been discernible in two di-
|m~1 ions, Not only has an extinguisher
|

cised upon their minds by the Ottoman |
Sultan, in whom almost all Sunnite
Mdslems recognize the Commander of
| the Faithful.

Of course with €0,000,000 warlike Mo-
hammedans behind them the Anglo-
Indian Government has no longer any-
thing to dread from Hindu disaffection
and was not compelled to make any
political concessions, Lord MORLEY,
however, has had the wisdom to see that
'such a conjuncture is ideal for gratify-
ing to a moderate extent the reasonable
desire of educated Hindus to secure an
| instalment of self-government. This
they will acquire by the institution of
a legislative council in which while a
"majority of the members will continue
to be appointed and the will of the Vice-
roy will remain in the last resort su-
'preme there will also be a number of
native members chosen by election,
Thus a beginning in representative in-
stitutions will be made, while at the
same time a considerable representa-
tion will be granted to natives in the
executive councils, vice-regal and sub-
"ordinate.  Such conceasions of course
fall far short of the complete autonomy
for which Hindu agitators clamor; but
almost everybody conversant with In-
dia believes that if the Hindus were to
zain an absolute control of legislation
they wounld use their numerical ma-
jority to oppress the Mohammedans,
who thereupon would revolt and rees-
tablish the Mogul Empire. It is only
the strong hand of Britain that keeps
the Hindus and the Moslems of India
from flving at each other,

"Mr. Roosevelt on the Absorption of
Tennessee Coal and Iron.

President ROOSEVELT has furnished
| Congress wiih a statement touching the
'special license which he issued last win-
| ter to Messis, Frick and GARY author-

izing the acauisition by the United
|States Steel Company of the property
L of one of its minor rivals, the Tennessee
Coal and Iron Company. Mr. Roosk-

| VELT describes the episode with such |

jaccuracy as he finds convenient.

| The transaction was sound in morals
{and in comnmon gense, but Messrs, GARY
jand FrIck, keenly sensible of the sns-
| ceptibility to blackmail of their great
| corporation, recognized the indispen-
!ﬁubilil_\' of a Roosevelt license. They
(secured it by the usual means and by
{other means which were not usual,

i The President’s attitude in regard to
,the affair looks a little perilous all
|around. He has ordered the Federal
law department to withhold from Con-
(grexs ull information on the subject.
A piece of insolence which seems to sur-
prise nobody. We incline to the belief
that Mr. BONAPARTE will on this occa-

' comparigon of CONYERS'S letters to Sena- ;
[tor FORAKER with BROWNE'S report, in |
i which he dogmatically argues the guilt |
!nf ('ONYERS and others, shows that al-
| though CoNYERS could not have known |

what references BROWNE would make to
| his efforts to involve the ex-soldier, he
[ (CONYERS) was alert to the design ul'

BrowxE and met him and BaLpwiy at |
every point.  CONYERS is either an inno- |
|cent man or abnormally crafty, both |
with tongue and pen. It is to be noted |
that a number of the detectives em- |
ployed to trap the discharged soldiers
{admitted that they could learn nothing
jand believed the soldiers approached
[ had no information, i

BROWNE'S case against the battalion
had only CONYERS'S confession to an
illiterate negro for its foundation, and
|CONYERS sturdily denied that he made
'a confession. BROWNE eked his report
‘out by arguing from the testimony m‘n
in other investigations. Apparently the
{CONYERS confession has cost the Goy-
jernment $15,000, and the legality of the
u'xln'p(liturn has vet to be established.

Suffrage for Washington.

| This agitation at Washington for a
'restoration of the suffrage to the popu-
lation, now in the neighborhood of
[ 300.000, would geem upon the surface
(to have a basis of justice and propriety.
(Speaking generally, it appears to be un-
Hair to divest so many people of the
| proud American privilege of citizenship
fand subject them to a government in
which they theoretically have no voice
whatever. There is every superficial
findication that the agitators have made
' & point,
| We ®ll not dilate upon the incon-
venience, the clashes of authority and
Ithe conflicts of precedent that would
| inevitably arise under a dual adminis-
| tration in a Federal reservation such as
| the District of Columbia is and always
must be.  These are too obvious to re-
| quire illustration. They had made
ilhoum‘lww flagrant away back in the
708, when the system was abandoned
| by Congress and the existing arrange-
{ment inaugurated in its stead. The
change was not declared, as many sup- |
| pose, entirely on account of the corrup-
| tion of the electorate, although that cir-
{ cumstance, notorious in all other mu-
ini(-ival governments, doubtless had its
weight. The real reason resided in the
incompatibility of local vontrol under |
universal suffrage of the seat of na-
tional Government, the largest prop- |
lerty holder in the District and obvionsly
| the fountain and executor of supreme |
authoritv.  No argument is needed to
lnhnw that Washington controlled by a
;nnndmr'ript and irresponsible constitu-
| ency would present a ridiculous appear-

' A Protest

A system of nominatiofs |

sion obey the orders of the President. | ance,
He is the only Cabinet officer who does | The fact is, however, that if the suf-
not do invariably what he is told to do, , frage were bestowed upon the District
and his conduet has at times d"PPl,\':of Columbia it would be restricted to
|embarrassed the President, thereby re- | the most undesirable classes. A very |
cording to Mr. BONAPARTE'S credit the | large majority of the intelligent and sub- |
{solitary rudiment of good to which he|gstantial residents of that town have
| can lay claim. | their voting domiciles elsewhere, Nearly
Congress had better procead in this | all the Government employees, and they |
matter with the utmost circumspection. | represent a serious element of the popu- |
,lndood, we doubt if it were not better | Jation, vote in Marvland, New York,
[to leave it altogether untouched. No { Ohio, and 8o on. 'The rapidly growing
useful public purpose can at this late | contingent of wealthy taxpavers as a
day be subserved by disturbing the|ryle have political residences at their
| fragrant annals of the Sherman act and | original homes. The Washington elec-
its personal administration at the hands | torate, as contemplated in the agitation
rof Mr. RoosEvRLT. There is no good | we refer to, would represent almost
end to be attained now by inflaming4he | nothing of the proverty and the intelli-
'minds of Democrats who think to this | gence of the city.
(very day that WILLIAM J. BRYAN was | [t is hardly worth while to elaborate.
I their free and spontaneous choice nt”nw situation is too apparent,
| Denver, It will never do to disclose in | —
|all its affecting nudity the operutions

A Just Claim.

Sherman anti-trust act when adminis-
tered by a map personally devoid of
moral sense and unembarrassed by the

and the applications of such a law as the |

| There should be introduced in 1he |
Legislature immediately, and passed
without opposition, a bill for the reim-
bursement of GEORGE B, MCCULELLAN,

Possibly he |
should; certainly he won't, and you|

[ honorable disabilities of a gentlemian

Mayor of New York, for the expenses
imcurred by him in defending his title
to the office to which he was elected in
In the letter which Mr. TArr when November, 1905,
Secretary of War wrote to the President If the Legislature failsTo perform this
{urging him (whether at his suggestion ' act of simple justice it will serve notice |
ior not, who knows?) “to make every 'on all citizens that none but a man who
effort possible to identify the men who | has sufficient wealth to fight for his |
!didthe shooting” at Brownsville in order | rights in the courts against his political
'to discover those who were innocent, | opponents and the State itself should be-
and enclosing contracts with Detectives ' come a candidate for elective office, {
HERBERT J. BROWNE and W. G. I)Al,u-i No more just and proper claim I‘()rl
WIN, occurs this passage: | relief from the State can be conceived |
“There is, as you will see in the contract, the | than that of Mayor McCLELLAN,
| right to cauncel the contract at the end of thirty | TR e
days and thus save half of the cxpense, should it
| turn out that the effort Is wholly useless "

An Expensive Confession,

It is estimated that $80,000,000 will be |
| spent this year for railway construe-
! The contract was signed in April last, ' tion in Canada. Approximately that ﬁ
It was not cancelled at the end of thirty |amount is represented by contracts
'days, but was twice renewed, and in i‘lgr‘:ytk::“:;’ozz‘d r’::"'bomnﬂ"“@ d";" '
[the report made on December 5, 1908, | Whic Y en_ provided.

: : Last year 1,248 miles of line were added |
B e e Hampra 1 Bpip | to Conada’ ruilway eyt 4nd 4377
; N ' miles are now under cogstruction.
'entreats that he be allowed, with Cap-| This expansion represents both long |
[tain W. G. BALDWIN, to go on drawing | distance lines and short “feeders.” In |
'money from the fund “to meet extraor- | the summer of 1803 Sir WILFRID LAURIER
dinary and unforeseen demands” voted | introduced the bill for the construction
{by Congress: of the new transcontinental route from
i " We earnesth .uru that lf‘ !-JP permitted to ::l;l::tlo:'ort"i.t:;u;hzn}:;i‘?&e?::‘;
continue the investigation. Several detectives t ears ago, and expenditu \
| are still in the field, and within the coming week il 4 &0 S k98 up'to
a number of aMdavits wil! be forthcoming *

the present time amount to about
$47,000,000. A large part of the 1,000 mile

Nine days later Mr. BROWNE'S report | gtretech from Winnipeg to the Rocky |
| with affidavits attached was hastily laid [ Mountains is practically completed, and a |
'before the Senate, but not before Sena- | regular ”"ﬁce between Winnipeg and |
[ tor FORAKER had told the Senate that a | EFdmonton will be in'operation within AJ

| former soldier of the discharged hat- | ¢ months. This is really the most
' talion of the Twenty-fifth Infantry had | important section of the whole system. {
[ ] - o o i It opens to settlement and cultivation an |
been writing letters to him'during the enormous area of superior wheat coun. |
|summer complaining that he was being | try. Work is also being pushed from |

Idokl!t'd. hectored and solicited by “"V-l the Pacific coast terminus eastward, lnd‘

————

special attention will be paid to the con-
struotion of the eastern seotions.

The Canadian Pacifio will add somewhat
to its mileage this year, but its special ac-
tivities will be in the direotlon of improve-
ment and of inoreased equ t. The
wideawake Canadian Northern is busy
with work on branch lines. It is opening
the oountry west of Lake Winnipeg and
south of the Saskatchewan River and from
that base is sending out an arm which
will sooner or later, probably within a
few years,reach Fort Churchill on the
weatern shore of Hudson Bay. There is
every probability that we shall soon know

by practical test whether the Hudson |

Strait can be used as a trade route from
the West to Europe.

Canada's eastern lines plod along and
show suoh progress as is called for by the
districts through which they run.

THE PLEASED IMPORTER,

Tax on Coffee? Fine When
houses Are Full,

To the Epttor or THR 8ux—=Sir: [ have
no quarrel with Mr. A, 1. Louisson, who
writes on “Phillppine Coffee” in response to
iy letter “As to & Coffes Tax,” for he ix un«

My Ware-

[doubtedly honest in his conviction on the

subject for which he patriotically contends.

But when Mr. Loulsson remarks that “Holltiu)ulul this German show has arrived | pantheon. It

(& coffee importer] naturally desires to see
no duty,”

large stocks of the article in warehouse here
would welcome a duty to help us out.”

And I now ask what importer wouldo't
accumulate as large a stock of coffee in
anticipation of a duty as his means would
permit?

My connections are established in all the
principal coffee producing countries of the
world, #o the duvelopment of the product
in the I‘hillrvlnu would probabLly see us
there as well.

1 also subscribe heartily, for both his sake
and mine, to Mr, Louisson's expression of
trust that | will be on earth long enough to
witness it (this develovment).

Nevertheless, [ remalun sceptical on the
economic principle of the thing.

Correr IMponrtrR,

New YORK, January 4.

e —— } e m————
Against the Glorifieation of
Assansins,

To 1ue Epiton or THE BN - S0 In
yvour literary columns this morning | find
a paragraph announcing that a book is to
be published which will include the diary
af President Lincoln’s assassin.  May | have
space for s brief but earnest protest”

When the yvoung man that had set fire
to the temple of Diana was asked for his
motive he answered that he wished to make
himself famous. Thereupon a law was
enacted that forbade the speaking or writ-
ing of hig name; but two of the minor his-
torians, violating the statute, passad down
his name to pgsterity, Cibber, thrusting
into Shakespeare's Ricuhard 11" the
cynical lines
The aspiring vouth that Aired the Ephesian dome
Outlives in fame the plous fool that raised [t
probably  increased the mischief. Thus
these three have done what they could to
encourage some other such youth

The circumstances of President Lincoln's
aswsassination prove beyvond a reasonable

doubt that the assas<in's principal motijve, .

perhaps his ounly motive, was identical
with that of the incendiary of the temple
He conld not xuppose that his eriine would
assist the Confederate cause, for the priue
cipal Confederate army had surrenderad
& week before and the Confederate Govern-
ment was disbanded. If his only object
was to kill Mr. Lincoln, he bad had abun-
dant opportunities to de that with a good

chance of escaping and concealing his
identity: for the Prosident had been in the
habit of going to the War, Department

in the evening and returning late, unat-
tended. The spectacular manner in which
the crime was perpetrated showed
the murderer hatd no desire to conceal
his identity, but rather a great desire to
announce it. He had a swift saddle horse
at the stage door, and he depended on his
knowledge of the intricacies of the stage
for getting such
as would probably Insure his safety. This
calculation was thwarted by the accident
that broke his leg.

Will any thoughtful reader consider these
circumstances and then say why our writers
shonld conspire to give that assassin what
he craved, and by so doing encourags other
miscreants to follow his example? The

I most extensive and best edited of American |

biographical dictionaries not only excludes
anv article on the assassin of a President
but does not allow the name to appear even
incidentally in the article on the victim. To
my personal knowledge many readers who
have observed this fact or whose attention
has been called to it have expressed a
hearty approval, and [ never have known of
one that disapproved. but now it appears
somebody is about to offer us the diary of
the vilest felon that ever bore the name of
American citizer
of it? We know that he was overtaken and
killed, as he deserved to be: and that is
enough. Though the sergeant that shot
him i# said to have done so without, orders,
we should be forever grateful that he was
not brought before a civil tribunal, where
his trial might have mortifled aod humili.
ated our people, as did that of Presi.
dent Garfleld's assassin. The idiots who
crowded about that murderer
think that he had secured everlasting fame,
and, did all they could to encourage imita-
tors. We have had one assassination of a
President since that, and it will be no fault

| of theirs if thers are not others to follow.

At that time & poemn appeared in your col.
umns which closed with this stanza:

When afew more vearsbring another such blow,
And the head of the natipn lies In state,

While our streets with emblems of mourning are
filled,

door posts are
stilled,

While we follow the funeral, sad and slow,
We shall think of these things (h)d' help ust
too late™ '

And this prediction was fulfilled
President McKiuley fell,

There is no necessity on such an occasion
for any book or journal to pérpetuate the
name of the criminal; all the news can be
given if he i simply designated a2 “the
asRassin.” ROSSITER JOHNSON,

New York, January 6. .

darkened and

And sOngs are

when

NecessitrofAnti-SkidDevicesenMotorCars.

TOo THE EDITOR or THE SUN--Sir: Let me
direct adartatour Park Commissioner who com
plalned to the Mayor that chaln tire grips were
tearing up Riverside Drive. If the gentleman
would build roads that did not wash out when
every little shower comes chain tire grips or
sledge hammers would have no effect,

I am an automoblje owner and have been driv
Ing a car for al least five years, and 1 desire (o
say that it |s absolutely unsafe to drive an auto-
moblle without the use of some sortof prevent
ive for skidding. It appears to me that this s
a pubile necessity, and for that reason the side of
the motorist should be taken Into consideration,

NEW YORK, January €, Eow. J. Rice,

And It Clickead.
Cilck, little meter, for the range Is lit,
Much gas is burning. so keep track of it

Though each click (s but a trifie,

Littie things make )ife--

It's & button for the collar

Of the
gas
man s
wife.

: v '
Click. little meter. for your work's begun, .
You'il get a layoff with the rising sun

Set the hands In steady mot'on,

For you should take note,

That a cog space means a button

For the
gas
man’s
coat

Click, litde meter, It !s up to you.
Big oaks from acorns, so they've told us, grew,
Tako dowun every stray heat unit,
For you know they are’
Just s0o many vap rous chuggngs
For the
gas
man's
car,
OmanLEs R. BanwNms,

GERMAN ART AT THE MUSEUM.

First Netlee,

Well, the Dutch have captured Holland,
the German picture erhibition at the
Metropolitan Museum is attracting crowds
and Consul Karl Buenz and Hugo Rei-
singer ought to feel happy to see their
protracted labors of several years come
to a fruition. The collection, while far
from being representative, should be of
sufficient importance to interest the Ger-
man residents of New York and also the
student of art, who will find in the seven
galleries of the new Metropolitan wing—
a beautiful and commodious addition—
plenty to reflect upon; above all a mag-

good German painter you may compliment
him in French."”

Conaider the rollcall of names: Carstens,
Raphael Mengs, Genelli, Overbeck, Veit,
Joseph Bohnorr, Von Carolsfeld, Cornelius,
Kaulbach—the Nazarene group echoes
from Raphael and the David heroic move-
ment—the Disseldorfers, Schadow, C. F.
| Lessing, Hildebrandt, Anselm Feurbach,
influenced by Prudhon and Ingres, the
versatile pioneer; the Berliners, Henner-
berg, Richter; Munich, Plloty, Hans
Makart, Gabriel Max. Many of these
would have made better poets, dramatists,
organists and oratorio composers than
painters; genuine painters they were not,
| rather cartoonists and illustrators. Then

e =

nificent series of object lessons —huons}{onu" the most distinguished draughts-
in the art of what to avoid when painting | man of them all, Adolf Menzel, who, born
a pioture, The German Emperor himself, | in 1815, chameleonlike changed his style
whose taste still abides in the artless and color half a dozen times. Affected
Biedermann period, has been extremely first by Meissonier, he painted with
generous in the matter of lending master- | microscopio fidelity —seemingly he bad
pieces from Berlin and other royal galler- | the many lensed eyes of an insect, this
les, and doubtless it is to his inﬂuonce!lmle giant from Breslau with the huge
rather than to the judgments of Dr. Bode | hydrooephalio head. Then he, like Leibl,
and Carl Marr that we owe the suppres- ! met Gustave Courbet, the most powerful

&c., I would remind him that I/
| wrote that “those of us who are carrying |

that '

a start of any pursuers |

' slon of 80 many latter day young artists,
| not glone secessioniste but the men who
|lare now endeavoring to do for young
Germany what Menzel and Liebermann
did twenty years ago. As an educational

a quarter of a century too lute. New
York has seen the Barbizons and the
French impressionists, and there are no
painters in Germany who ever came within
speaking distance of either school. Fur-
thermore, to compare the raw, clumsy,
harshly colored and airless landscapes of
the new Germans with the exquisitely
diseriminated values and poetle atmos-
| phere of contemporary American land-
| #capists would be cruel. Modern criti-
‘cism has made mincereat of the gods
of German painting, sparing few. In-
deed, after religiously following for years

! painter of the nineteenth contury.
| mediately the supple, receptive talent of
! the German absorbed the mighty influ-
| ence of @ man who to-day is still with-
| held his rightful place in the French
was Vietor Miller who
|first introduced to the Germans Courbet.

Leibl saw the Courbet pictures at the

Munich exhibition in 15¢9. He became a

strong partisan. In 1851 Courbet had
| painted his “Stonebreaker”; in 1876 ap-
| peared Von Menzel's masterpiece, “The

Iron Mill* (at Konigshiitte, Upper Sile-

sia). “The Restaurant of the Paris Ex-
| position, 1867" is as sparkling as an im-
| pregsionistioc work, though on close in-
| spection, like all of Von Menzel's plctures
| of crowds at court levees or theatres, it
lis painted with too much insistence on
| detail. Every figure is isolated and may

lm-’

THE AMERICAN INQUISITION,

To rue Eptron or Tae BoN - Sir: Con
has in recent years entered almos:
imperceptibly into novel fields of juris
diction, among them the ascertalnmen:
of the amount of reasonable profit
which common carriers and producers
should be permitted to earn. The need
of aoquiring information to enable Con.
gresa to decide on the proper profit of
such industries is leading up to preparx.
tions for the establishment of inquisition
bureaus in Washington which may ir car.
shall not be exercised grow into propor
tions like those of Spanish inquisitions in
mediseval days.

The creation of special agents in the

Treasury Department to detect counter.
feiting many years ago has furnished an
opportunity to go further and endeavo:
by similar agencies to obtain facts not
to punish violations of existing laws hu!
to afford information regarding new laws
| Before the arrival of “my policies” the
I grand juries of the nation were looked
{upon as the grand inquest to discover
erime and deter from it. The procedure
| was judicial.
' Everybody now sees or can see that
the Interstate Commerce Commission
fancied that Congress had empowered it
to extort evidence in order to aid in future
legislation and how the Supreme Court
has dealt with that fancy.

A few years later Congress granted
inquisitorial powers to the new Com.
missioner of Corporations by reference
to the authority to compel testimony sup-
posed to have been heretofore given to
ths Interstate Commerce Commission,
This is the language:

The Commissloner of Corporations shall have
and exercise the same power and authority In
respect to corporations, joint stock companies
and combinations, subject to the provisions
liereof, asls conferred on the Interstate Commercs
Commission in sald act to regulate comntérce and

the developments of Teutonic art both | bhe studied separately-—and we have actu- | the amendments thereto In respect to common

in Munich and Berlin we are tempted to

a8k whether Direr was not the first and
Holbein the last of Germany's universal
artists! Since then the right way seems
to have been lost.

During the world's exposition at Paris
|in 1878 the (azette des Beaur Aria wrote:
[“There are one or two artists of the first
rank and rany men of talent in the
German section, but in other respects
Germun painting is still upon the level
of the schools which had their day among
us thirty years ago: this is the solitary
school of painting which does not per-
ceive that the age of railways and of
world's exhibitions needs an art different
from that of the age of philosophy and
provineial isolation.” If Carlyle had read
this rather sweeping statement he might
have raged as he did over the question:
Have the Germans esprit? Yet there is
truth nestling in the sentence. Germany
wus then provineial, philistine, if you will;
and Germany is no longer provineial.
She imports her “poisonous honey” from
Franee, and to-day her tiction, art and
drama are grossly exaggerated imitations
of Gallie decadent schools.  The aweet if
homely sentiment of her old fashioned
painting has degenerated into a hurrah
of the baroque. Stuck follows in the
footsteps of Boecklin, adding to that
painter's rich fancies a nuance of madness
and abnormality, The bad taste of it
alll’ Wilhelm Leibl was sound, healthy,
realistic and also unimaginarive o Ger-
man Defregger without the individuality
and charm of the Austrian.

Arnold Boecklin, o Swiss who was ltaly
mad, transposed to canvas a larger,
stronger, more unreil dreamn theatre
redrtain ltaly.
water greener than the sky and waves
over and about Capri. As a rule his color
i detestable, hard, glaring, unmodulated
But he was a poet —not a great poet -who
described the picturesque in terms of a
glorified scene painter. All his follow-
ers are scene painters, though lacking
his decorative genius. Such works as
“The Isle of the Dead,” “Im Spiel der
Wellen"--the .latter in the New Pinako-
thek, Munich-or the “Dragon’s Lair"
at the Schack gallery, give yvou the true
measure of the man. He loved myths.
The gods and goats of Greece still lived

Hig skics are bluer, his'

| ally heard this defeet praised as a sign of
| distinction. Monet and Ifegas can sug-
| gest a crowd with half a dozen filgures.
| Von Mengzel, whose eyes magnified every-
thing, could never avoid the Meissonier
exaggeration. His landscapes are pho-
tographic. We can't see the forest be-
cause of the elaborately painted trees,
but his sketches, his pencil drawings
| there is the master! His color to-day is
neither agreeable nor subtle, though not
' sooty like Munkacsy's and his school.
The Germans have, without following
the advice of the English painter, mixed
their colors with brains; only there has
always been something the matter with
the colors  Intellectuality has never
been abrent in the ateliers of German
artists; but the skylight has been too

long darkened against nature's luminous- |

ness. The sublime, the grand, the heroic,
the poetic, the marvellous- these impossi-
ble categories have lured the German
painter away from the study of light, air,
rhythma. He was so enamored with
the costuming and the “ideality” of his

subject that he forgot to let in nature.

His greit colorists have bheen exotic or
else visitors from other countries.  Berlioz
has shown to the German composer the
many hued palette of orchestration; and
for a time that very brilliant but bineful

painter Hans Makart set ablaze with his |

jewels, borrowed from old Venice, all the
color tubes of the Fatheriand, T.uckily his
influence did not long endure. Neverthe-
less, German Kunst has satisfied the Ger-
mans. The psychology of
stems in the soil. They are sentimental,
they demand a story, or else an abstract
thought from their painters. The beau-
tiful poetry of the French landscape
school does not appeal.

{ the sinister purpose of decrying German
art. We have for too many vears seen
it at ita best not to recognize its excel-

lence, ita earnestness, its bravery, its¢<inry

deep sentiment, and too often its ugliness,
No amount of active cerebration or emo-
tional exaltation will make paint beauti-
ful if the eye and the hand are not trained.
The uncouth surfaces, the patchy paint,
the violent unnatural marriage of tones,
the diffuseness of composition; above all,
the absence of harmouny, melody and

their art

But this swelling prologue is .not for |

What should we want |

made him |

| magnetism—of charm, in a word—these
“Dea Deutschen Kinstler's Vaterland ist | are commonplaces of criticism when
Giriechenland, ist Griechenland.” He de- | characterizing German art. The German
lighted in “Pan” on swift hm‘»lsu\'ermking‘ is not a born painter; and he is vet in
some coy heavy flanked dryad, or in the | the making. Idealism is a magnificent
whisking goatish gambols of fauns, or quality, an asset in art. but erippled if
tumbling monsters in midocean. The  the paint is bad. The exception to all

for him. He could have echoed the poet:

white draped figure in the boat that is | dogmatic rules at once comes to the tip |

being ferried to the isle of the dead is;of the tongue. How about Lenbach?
very expressive. ‘T'he pioture took Uer- f What of Liehermann? There is only one
many by storm; here was united romance | answer:
with death, a noble and lovely idea. But | of the world's greatest masters of por-
it is not the noble start, because purely | traiture and a profound psychologist.
| fantastic. ¢ i In his case hand, eye, brain worked har-
Those Wagnerians who rave about moniously. .

| the pictorial genius of Richard Wagner, There are six of his pictures at the
| should remember that Munich, Moritz | Metropolitan Museum, though only two
von Schwind Wnd Boecklin were the pro- | are the best Lenbach. The Bismarck

| Renitors for many of his stage pictures. head #s not so vivid as some of the others |

'His too sumptuous, overcolored crude | we have seen. The eye is not so com-
|soenes are derived frem Munich--that | manding, so full of lustre, and the paint-
Munich which Georgh Moore called the|ing of the body and hand is dull and
| “oity of good beer and bad art.” Or if conventional. But the head is vigoFously
[ you recall Gerhart Hauptmann's “Sunken | modelled. Lenbach makes all pictorial
| Bell® you may note how his imagination, | and psychologic interests on his canvas

Masters both; the former one |

| carriers so (ar as the same may be applicable, in

\ cluding the right to subpeena and compe| the a:

| tendance and testimony of witnesses and the pro.

| duction of documentary evidence and to adminis-
ter oaths (32 Stat., 8%,

i The influence on that language and on
the projects for an organization burean
to be exerted by the recent Supreme Court

ldoc'ninn remains to be seen. The Presi.

{ dent should inform the country of the

[ number, name, compensation and present
work in each executive department of each
special agent or detective or ferret or apy
or investigator now under employment
and the total present cost of such service.

It i» reported that a large employer of

labor a® a common carrier has recently

i discovered that confidential clerks of hia
are under pay as Federal special agents,

{Can it be that one's shorthand writer

or typewriter or confldential clerk is in

the service of a bureau or department at

Washington, to make reports on which

facts can be by Congrass extorted in vio-

| lation of due process of law to aid in
| legislation?

It is even rumored that on information
obtained in some such way the labor cost
in American production will be obtained
for new tariff making and used by the
Ways and Means Committee without an
opportunity of examination by the pub-
lic. M,

New Yorg, Januvary 7.

Government Aecording te the Constitu-
tion,

To e Epitor oF THE SUN—=Sir; As 4
citizen*nearly eligible to the “Chloroforin
"Club. " a “Son of the Revolution,” and the
father of a worthy son who will shortly in-
herit my ifisignia of the Revolution, as he
has already from his grandfather those of
the Military Order of the Loyal Legion and
the ¢i. A, K., I cannot refrain from coin-
menting upon the issue raised between the
President and Congress concerning the
gecret service, coming as it does afltar
attacks by the Executive upon the judi-

The pregnant question before us is not
a personal or temporary matter. It pro-
jects itself far beyond -even far beyond
! this or a possible misguided vote of a sue-
ceeding generation,

Our fathers out of their sore experiencas
;and studies sought by harmonizing the
’noodl. aspirations and frailties of men fo
| erect & structure that would endure. They
| wisely chose, in musical parlance, a har-
| mony of thirds—executive, legislative and
judicial, It was . “n this well tuned harp
that John Marsh and other great ex-
pounders swept their loval and disciplined
fingers. .
| et the House and the Renate look to it
| that no discord string remains untuned fo
| the “music of the Union "
Winnram ' MarTre,
‘ ScraxtoN, Pa., January 6,

Mr. Brewn's Idea.
To 1HE EDpITOR OF THR SUN-—Sor If
{such disturbers to business as District
Attorney Bims of Chicago, Judge Landis
and Attorney-General Bonaparte were 'n
|80 to Africa hanting and forget to come
| back the country would not miss them.
SAMUEL Browxy,

SCHENKCTADY, January 6

' Chinese Court Etiguette.
Pexin correspondence Shanghat Mercury
| Tue regulations regarding the Prince Regent
have been discussad several times. At first it
| was decided that the Grand Councillors should
| stand when they are recelved by the Prince e
| gent, but the Regent did not consent to this and

;the imagination of a genuine poet, was
| touched by Boecklin's fantasies; just
|as his Hannele, with the figure of the

 subservient to the _eyes. They are for | therefore It has boen declded that they will take
him the windows of the soul. He often  5¢'® Instead of standing, while the Prince Regent
§ t heavil hi ; will sit In the centre and the Grand Councillors
jbore too heavily on this point, as for | g take seats on the east and west. However

‘mruugo.-r. came straight from one of example in his head of Franz Liszt. The
'\"(,n Uhde's canvases. Boecklin, like eyes look like incandeecent grapes. The
| Wagner, closed the Romuantio period in' clou of the seven galleries is the sketch

| Germany; both were belated Romantics,
indifferent to modern movements. For
| Boecklin, Von Menzel or the French never
'existed.

German art has always been burdened
| with the idea. It has ever sought to
{paint the idea, and not
native genius for painting, her true Kreat-
{ness lying in the misty mid-regions of
| metaphysics and music, her history re-
; veals a long, hard struggle to do indiffer-
|ently well what the Italians, Dutch and
| French accomplished without entering
| into a death struggle with their tempera-
ment. We once said that we disliked
British cookery, American fiction, Ital-
ian sculpture, French music and German

painting—meaning, of course, the modern |

manifestations of these various arts; but
this was an attempt at an epigram. There
is much to be said for German painting
misguided as are its ideals. Most of it
is like the effort of the Irishman to play
|

| the fiddle by sheer strength. But take
| it by and large, since the mighty names of
centuries ago the results have not been
| commensurate with the enormous tra-
[vail. We can think of nothing more
melancholy than a visit to the galleries
of German art at Berlin, Dresden, Ham-
| burg, where hang miles of mediocre
piotures, except a day with the Munich
'or Berlin secessionists—parodies of the
Autumn Balon in Paris. The amount
of talent wasted, whether at Dusseldorf

or Berlin or Bonn or Munich, is disheart- !

ening. In Germany the Academy rules,
| Every few years sees a fresh rebellion,
but German art never changes. It is
|tundamentally academic, professorial.
It is either the sentimental anecdote or
the frigid allegory. In 1885 that witty
Frenchman Edmond About impertinently
| wrote in regard to the German pictures
at the exposition: *If you run againet

|of Professor Mommsen lent Ly the Na- |

|tional Gallery, Berlin. The very soul
| of the scholar is set before us and with
rare interpretative power the simplicity
jof genius. The Moltke is rather dingy;
{ Frau Knorr's portrait is conventional,

textures is excellent, the face bLeing too
| livid to be pleasant. The pastel of Dol-

linger lays bare to the bone the ascetic, |

foelf-lormonlad, unhappy temperament of
!this dissident. Cold, almost cadaver-
‘ous is the flesh of the nude called
| “Fostasy.” Not an attractive compo-
!sition. even at an exhibition where too
| few nudes are to be seen.

SKill to the Taft Golf Clubs!

To TAE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir. | wager
“L. K. H." Is pelther a poker fiend nor a bridge
devotee. Guess I'll ralse the odds and wager he
lsn’t a devotee of any game or sport, If he was
he wouldn't find fault with the enthusiasm of our
President-elect over golf or the news item telling
us of the progress of his game.

Arnold Haultaln has told us there are three

mysteries in life: metaphysics, the feminine
heart and golf. 1f this sedentary friend knew
the fascination of trying to solve one of the three
great mysieries be would forgive the golfer any .
| thing.
We doubt If the Germans have solved the first;
] certalnly the French haven't given us the clue to
| the second. If Mr. Taft can solve the third won't
It be a worthy achlevement, ftting so high an
ofMice as is to be his*

All skill to his clubs, say 1.

HARTPORD, Conn., January 6,

J. W, K.,

| The Poor Unprotected Theatre Managers.
1 TO THE EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: It seems as
| though a guardian for the protection of theat “leal
| managers against commercial playwrights should
be appointed, After witnessing an “opening® on
Monday night & render heart ached for the poor
gullible managers of this clty. The public of
course Is made to suffer only 10 the tune of §2 a
person, while the Ignorant mansgers .who ac-
cept such plays suffer thousands.
NEw Youx, Jsauary 7, (xS

| the Grand Cotinclllors propose mow to have
| throne In the centre and the Prince Regent wil
!sit on the left and the Grand Councillors after
| making salutation to the Throne will sit on the
western side, and when princes and dukes are re.
celved by the Prince Regent they will kneel once
and kowtow thrice, while the Prince Regent will
receive them standing. This proposal has been
drafted by Pao Hsl on the order of Prince Ching
The Prince Regent has accepted only 10,000 taels
A month as his monthly expenses, while 200x

possessing | 'The head of the *0Old Lady” as regards | taeis was proposed by the Grand Counciliors

l Women Help Good Roads Movement.
Connellaville carrespondence Pittsburg Dispeich.

Women of Saltlick township have taken the
€ood roads movement into thelr own hands, This
week for the second time a force of women with
A horse and wagon attacked the southern end of
the road from Davidstown to Huchanan school
house at the same time \nat another force went
to work on the other end.

It Is understood the women will not ask for
compensation, nor could they recelve any without
asking for it, as It Is required that all whe vois
on roads shall do so by approval of the supe
visors. It Is claimed there Is a suMclent tax
repair the roads, and the prediction Is made that
& few more stonepicking partlies will briog 1be
matter thoroughly before the public

1

i The Yankee's Almanac.
| To tux EDITOR OF THE SUN-Sir: For
1 have been bothered using the encyclopsei ”
! almanac 1 patronize by the difMoulty of fodinz
the table of contents, which the publishers cra’i-
ily bind in following the advertising pages in 1b*
front of the book. This year | have found & wa'
o open the volume without trouble at the first
page of the table. [ simply paste together »
dozen or so of the advertlsing pages, and when |
take up the almanac these must fall togethe
thus opening the book exactly where I wani b
opened. YANKER,
VAN DEUARN, Mass., January 6,

Problem for the Gas Company.
To THR EDITOR OF THE SUN-Sir: How are
| the s of the Consolidated Gas Company
| who have been using quarter in the slot mete:s
since the 80 cent gas law became effective to get
the 20 poy cent. rebate to which they are entltied’
NEW YOREK, January 7, BRAss Diak

For Luck.
Stella—A cult says you should change vt
first name for luck.
Bella-—1 prefer 1o change my last

Tes's
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