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I £2f our friends who favor us with manuscripts for
tion wish 0 Rave rejected articles returned
” must (¢ afi aqses send stamps for that purpose.
) (o

Agaange'rou‘s‘ Symptom.

"= In vain does Mr. ALDRICH assert that
o Senape-tariff bill will produce suffi-
dlent revenué for the expenses of the
Qovernifignt and that special tases on
pcomes or ‘inheritances need not be
Mid. A Federal inheritance tax would
1 on the toes of more than two-
of the States and may be given
i, temporarily at least, on that ground.
‘But the faithful friends of an income
“mx—and the same is true in effect and
Y

nciple of inheritance taxes—love an
pome tax for fitself. They don't

7 of revenue or not. They love
4 E for itself. Especially in the good old
Populist form of the graduated income
. Théy want to abate the prosperous,
insolent wealth. A more or less
perhaps we ought to say penal,
posé inspires them.  Besides, if you

8 great majority of people, the pro-
pund thinkers whom vou may hear
ng, “Oh, if 1 had $5,000 or $10,000 a
v I should be glad to pay a tax
p it.” What, indeed, could be surer?
) 'body likes to have somebody else
gilled. Amuse the “toiling masses” by
the “rich” and the well to do
e up” and howl.

We speak of the sincere, the fanati-
ml and -the merely demagogical in-
’?'; etaxers. The Democratic Senators,
iNerded more or-less unhappily behind
stern and rockbound .BAILEY,
nt to save their bacon unde;l the Rob-
pr Tariff, and at the same titne to make
p demonstration against the Republi-
ms, show for a moment or two a bit,
or -artifieial, -of Democratic har-
ny, “play politics” and put the Re-
rans in & hole, at least pretend zeal
a “demand” of their national
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Of the Republican income taxers we
ly say in all politeness that if they are
githful to the income tax as the Hon.
BAIRD CUMMINS, apparently
chief, was to the lowa Idea it may
png time before the golden egg has
evenue stamp on it. BORAH, BRIS-
, BROWN, BURKETT, DIXox, these
sociates are not tremendous in them-
nor do they carry weight save
.muckrakers. They may
aght to indicate that in certain parts
he West the Farmers Alliance,
sm, Bryanism have infected Re-
blicanism. As for Mr. CUMMINS'S
te, it se@ms never to have recovered
from the disease of which Grangerism
& symptom.
An income tax of any kind is not
peded, and it would be a gross sur-
ise if not fraud upon every Republi-
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impose such a tax, of which there
ne mention in the national
bligan .platform of 1905. On the
§ hand every Democrat who voted
pr BRYAN and KERN committed himself
sreby to an income tax.
{ For the present the proposition and
» discussion of it may be premature.
is'unfortunate and even ominous,
pver, 'is the fact that Republicans
pe in favof of an income tax, that Mr.
PFT is not averse to it; that there is

)
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if not irresistible influences are
for it. These are extrava-
knoe in: appropriations, the constant
pdency. to enlarge the activities of the
deral. Government and the “popular”
ption of the tax; that . is, the notion
it can be paid by the few without
contribution by the many.
‘ere the income tax a palladium that
fallen from heaven with the Ding-
tariff we should be none the less
sapposed to it utterly. For it is -« part
‘ef a plan, evident in some of the States
at Washington, to spend grossly,
iacally, and to keep on finding new
es to defray the extravagance that
‘mever stops.
. How much will there be left for war

t conceivably may in time prove
nearly fatal, even if “Giop pro-

'rhn:l..cnnnr Island Roorback.

‘

League Island navy vard. There hasn't
any insubordination at all. The

' “officers in question, appalled no doubt
the chaotic conditions following Kx-
ry NEWBERRY'Sabortive attempt

- @t reorganization of the navy yards—
/¥ @ither that, or hoping to bring about, a
'Y senuine reformation of the notorious
‘ovils of the bureau system as they were
before Mr. NEWBERRY made them worse
together and formulated a plan
engaging the cooperation of all naval
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rily care whether it is a needed |

who Woted for:TAFT and SHERMAN |

y too much reason to fear that pow- |

officers toward securing a more whole-
some arrangement.

These proceedings were put in form
and forwarded to the Navy Department
with a request for permission to circu-
late the call or statement, or whatever
vou may please to call it, among the
officers of the service. Awaiting action
on that petition, they have done noth-
ing else, have taken no further step.
The documents have been in Washing-
ton about two weeks and have been
considered informally by the General
Board. That'is all. There was no
underhand work, no attempt to criti-
cise. All the hurrah about a discovery
and a sensation and a seething fountain
of conspiracy is moonshine.

After all, it is simply a revival of the
old struggle within the service for mili-
tary control of a military arm, the same
that has been going on for a quarter
of a century and more. At present the
landsmen design and build our ships,
dominate the machinery of supply and
divide among themselves the shope and
| storehouses and magazines, to the great
confusion of processes and the inordi-
nate multiplication of expenses. Itisan
adjustment against which the line offi-
cers have been protesting these many
years and to which they now apparently
intend to interpose organized and per-
sistent opposition. Of course they can-
not win without the aid of Congress,
and whether Congress is likely to divest
itself of so much political patronage
merely for the of the military ser-
vice is a question too vast for hasty
consideration,

Meanwhile there has been nothing
seditious or indeed improper in the acts
of the naval officers at League Island.
They have engaged in a most deserving
and creditable endeavor, so far as we
can see, for the eventual success of
which all thoughtful and patriotic men
will pray.

No American Warships Available.

Exclusive of torpedo boats and auxil-
iaries there are about seventy United
| States warships in commission. They
patrol West Indian and Central Ameri-
can waters, whers they are found in
every foreign port; they frequent in
great strength Magdalena Bay, Mexico,
which they use as a station as well as
for target practice; almost two entire
divisions of the second squadron of the
Pacific fleet are now in Chinese waters,
at Shanghai and Nimrod Sound, and
they fly the flag in the islands of the
south Pacific; but there isnot one United
States warship, not even a gunboat, in

the Mediterranean.

, For the protection of American in-
;terests and American citizens at the
| ports of Kuropean and Asiatic Turkey
in the present grave emergency the
United States Government must depend
upon the warships of Great Britain and
France. Ancd we are the second naval
Power in tha world! No wonder the
State Department is concerned about
the state of anarchy that prevails in the
Adana region at a time when the Sultan
in the capital, #00 miles distant, is deal-
ing with a mutiny in the army presaging
not improbably a civil war. According
to a despatch from Washington:

“‘I'be Department has sent a message to Mr.
LERISAMAN expressing anxlety out the many
American missionaries and teaders in Turkey
and inquiring whether foreign warships are being
| sent to Mersina or other danger points to protect
lmr Ilves of foreigners, inciuding Americans
|Tlu- Ambassador has been informed aiso by the
| l'epartment that it wonld obviously take too long
for American vessels to arrive at these polints,
even il it were desirable to send them.”

If there are fresh massacres and more | now sold with coupon attachments, may | New York and Atlantic City - without the
| American missionaries are killed obvi- | again contain tobacco, for coupons will | water -seems to be the dream of the stu-
ously the United States will make a be too common and their usefulness too dents of ocean steamers.

i formidable display of force in the east-
ern Mediterranean and the handy ma- |
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rines will be put ashore wherever they |
may be needed. Their work would be |
done well, of course, and we should lx-f
proud of the men who dislinguishml:
themselves, but it may be submitted |
| with all deference to the Administration |
;and the two Departments most con-
!cerned that a good policeman on the
spot where deviltry may break looge is |
| worth a squad waiting in the station |
house.

There ought to be an American
cruiser or two in the Mediterranean at
{all times ready to go to any port where
‘thpre is a call for protection. Depen-
'dence upon British or French or Italian
'naval officers in emergencies that are
not uncommon is8 not the policy of self-
respect or common sense.

|

Abdul Hamid.

On the result of the Young Turks'
{march upon Constantinople appears,
from the meagre supply of definite in-
formation regarding the critical situa-
tion in Turkey that has reached the out-
side world, to rest the fate of ABDUL
Hamip II. His abdication is demanded,
the despatches say; even his death sen-
tence has been pronounced by the very
Committea of Progress and Union that

[prnviding the public with something

in his holding at bay for thirty years
the external and internal forces that
threatened the dissolution of the Otto-
man Empire. It was a rare tribute to
his diplomacy that the very Powers
that had looked upon Turkey as their
natural prey paid him when the united
navies of Christendom beleagured the
Island of Crete to suppress an insurrec-
tion of Christians aguainst a successor
of MOHAMMEFD.

As the head of Islam he has & power
that must be reckoned with, while the
strength of a final appeal to a fanatical
people, to whom inbred 'custom and
religious observance are more than a
new fangled Government, will if past
precedent can be counted be tremen-
dous. 8o that in the falling of the walls
there may yet arise from the dust the
sinister figure and sardonic smile of
ABDUL HAMID.

Solved.

the non-transferable millions .of the
metropolis make a joyful ncise unto the
Legislature. Henceforth the receivers
of local traction corporations and the
owners of stock therein will march
in jubilant procession, escorted by the
pacified and peaceful proletariat; and
the golden age begins again. For the
transit problem of this mighty city is
solved, settled, removed forever from
the sinister shadow of the debt limit.
The fact that this modern miracle has
been achieved without the aid, comfort
or sanction of the Public Service Com-
mission will natura!ly excite no surprise.
That was to be expected. The real sen-
sation lies in the fact that the marvel
has become manifest through the me-
dium of a member of' the present Legis-
latureand a New York member!

The simple solution of the problem
which has produced so much madness
is this: Henceforth and forever all
coupons, all trading stamps, all cards of
pink and green and vellow hue, the re-
ward of merit cards issued to faithful
~istomers by generous proprietors of
department stores, grocery establish-
ments and emporiums of 1obacco, are
to pass current as legal tender, as tick-
ets, upon all street cars and traction.
lines. The author of this audaciously
simplesolution is the Hon. Lovis CUvIL-
LIER, heretofore a mere member of
Assembly, but henceforth Manhattan's
majority leader in the hall of fame.
What though TvINS carp and WILLCOX
scold, what though priceless experts
cavil and special investigators protest?
We shall heed them not. We do not
wonder at their jealousy, but we shall
not mistake their malice. !

A twofold blessing is this creation of |
CUuvILLIER'S. It is not merely that it

though that of itself is the merit most |
’sought after in all contemporary legis- |
lation, but it restores to us the peace
Fof our fireside—the pleasure of our’
| table and the virtue of our cigar. No
j more meals made miserable by draughts
| brewed from diluted straw and crushed
| peanuts in place of honest Qolong and
| real Mocha. No more agonies gastro-
nonfic becatse the worse grocer gives
two coupons and the better only one

“and the premiums are go lovely!”™ No
more visions of maturity made terrible
that age may be comfortable in some
miracle of Grand Rapids. For the pro- |
found wisdom and inspired vision of the |

Hon. Lovis CUVILLIER have preor- |

|
|

shall such tokens be gooa hereafter.
| Even the five cent cigar of commerce,

|

limited to satisfy of themselves. y
If only it were possible that all our|
legislators could be Cuvilliers! If lhisl
is too extravagant a wish, at least it |
might be possible to have a dozen in
each house. How different then would |
be the attitude of the people toward
legislators! For the gimple service of |

for nothing the lLegislature might at |
any time regain its lost prestige - pres-
tige surrendered to a more responsive
Executive. We do not mean to be over-
grasping, however. We are content to
acclaim our present good fortune. We
should have been surprised to find a
legislator industrious, amazed to find
one intelligent; and behold us bewildered
in the presence of one truly inspired’

The Intricate Science and Art of

Government.

To provide for the people a govern-
ment that shall compel their respect and
win their affection the first requisite is
that the expenditures shall be large in
times of prosperity and larger in times of
adversity. A magnificent disregard for
income when appropriations are made
denotes generosity and may always be
cited as proof of “progressiveness.”

Sums greatly in excess of the esti-
mate of the revenues having been
appropriatad, ihe approved course is

only a few days ago he overthrew,
When ABDUL HAMID was told that a
certain country would form a strong
wall against his enemy hLe sagely re-|
marked that a wall may topple either |
‘way. This wise observation hy go|
| shrewd aanaster of expedient diplomacy :
'must now appeal with peculiar force |
| while walching the inclination of .},p:

hen it peace the lawmakers impose army that last week made him master | and the inheritance tax, the first a no-
axtraordinary and needless taxes? This of the situation. Will the army that he toriously odious impost, the second a
fncome tax talk is another indication | himse!f is credited with inciting to over- | method of acquiring revenue already
a malady that is growing serious, | throw the new Government fall back |in use by most of the political units of

| ipon him and crush him?
! During the whole of his strange, tur-
| face gituations as grave and serious as
{ this, and that he has in a way met them
{and solved them augurs that he may

)i Muc 2do about nothing is the title| even in the present extremity hold |sition party is bereft of its senses and
: ed for the uproar over the alleged |a mastery of his future. When he|dominated by ignorance, prejudice and
‘fnsubordination of naval officers at the  witnessed the removal of two of his|gelfishness.

"predecessors that he might be placed
{on the throne he knew that his own
(tenure of office was at the mercy of
[the all powerful vizier. It was a
question whether the Sultan should
hold office during the pleasure of the
Grand Vizier or the Grand Vizier dur-
ing the pleasurae of the Sultan. The
Grand Vizier fell, and the solution was
as thorough as that with which he dealt,
vith every internal problem. His diplo-
wmatic skill appears, perhaps, at its best

ot~ s pose e porind. .
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to enact a tariff law carrying prohibi-
tive duties, in order that income from
this source shall be reduced to the low-
est possible amount. This injures only
the “ultimate consumer,” who, being a
congenital chump, may be disregarded.

Having produced by these means a
deficit in the Treasury true statesman-
ship turns joyously to the income tax

Let wéary straphangers rejoice. Let

{up in order that a Magistrate might be

provides something for nothing, al-|

i or some member of the Hughes household.-

! garding his alleged connection with the

tors® of traction companies at Albany
and elsewhere. “These horrid schemes
he had patently discovered for himself
from his admirably adjacent point of
view at Hot Springs. For ourselves we
have always maintained that the most
intelligent and accurate first hand in-
formation of ‘Albany conditions was to
be had at Hot Springs, and we are proud
to be thus confirmed.

While we trust every good citizen and
true will read Mr. WiLicoX’'s statement
and ponder over its fearless exposures
we decline to be led away from our
main point, the wonderful exhibition
| of self-sacrifice on the part of the Hon.
| WILLIAM RuUSSELL WILLCOX in return-
ing to New York and work when he
| might have remained indefinitely at that
charming Southern resort and found a
perfectly adequate justification for such
| absence in the insight into Albany affairs
there obtained.

How utterly unselfish this course of
the Hon. WiLniam RusseLn WILLCOX
jactually was we think every one must
junderstand when attention is called
to the fact that no nomination for
Mayor will be made prior to September,
and before that time every candidate
is safely in the hands of his friends.
! For ourselves, moreover, we emphati-
' cally decline even to listen to the sug-
' gestion that there could have been any

lack of confidence in these friends.

THE BATTLE OF TRE LEVELS.

The Demand for & Final sod s Fair
Cemmissien.

To vas Eprron or Tus Sun—Sir: As in
your issue of April 11 a specifio question is
put to me by Mr. Murray, I find myself
obliged to request your permission to fire
another shot in “The Battie of the Levels”
in order that he and those who may per-
chance be affected with the same doubts
may not through my negligence be unaware
of certain pelpabie truths in favor of sea
level.

The Chagres River it is true now re-
peatedly cuts the line of the canal prism
at altitudes varying from forty-five feet
to sea loevel, but if Mr. Murray will give
but a moment's thought to it he will real-
ize that when the sea level canal is dug over
forty feet below the level of the sea the
Chagres will simply flow along in the canal
in the direction of the tide until reaching
the ocean. It can easily be igured out that
the resulting currents in a canal of 300 feet
width will never be so severe as to inter-
fere with shipping in this channel, and
even in the narrower channel originally con-
templated by sea level advocates before
Colonel Goethals's great excavation records
made it {llogical, the greatest known floods
of the Chagres would still permit of steamer
transit during certain hours of the day.
The Chagres would simply be a tributary
to a great tidal river.

Your correspondent grants that a hostile
craft could destroy the locks by the sacri-
fice of a vesse! loaded with dynamite, but

Mr. Aldrich’s Speech.

What had the Hon. NELSON WILMARTH
ALDRICH of Rhode Island in mind when
he said to his colleagues in the Senate
vesterday that:

“Those who do not belleve In this continued
march of Improvement have little knowledge of
the recuperative powers of the American people
and fall to measure correctly the force of the splrit
| of confidence which will accompany a guarantee
| of security and Industsal peace.”

Is it possible that he had in mind a
| distinguished member of his own polit-
ical party who does not hold with him
that when sufficient revenues have been
provided to supply the treasury for all
legitimate requirements of the Gov-
[ ernment “the imposition of other taxes
iwould not only be unwise but unjust
| and prejudicial to every interest of the
great people we represent”?

Only a few months have passed since
we were being taught that taxes should
be imposed to regulate the distribution
of wealth.

How comforting it would be to the
widow of a man killed by an automobile
on a bridge in this city to reflect in her
sorrow that her husband’s life was given

| convinced in his own person of the abil-
ity of a policeman to travel at the rate of
sixty miles an hour on a motoroycle!

DUNCcAN M. LUNSDEN was arrested this morn-
ing In the subway station at Seventy -second
street. where he was kneeling on the platform,
praying and singing.—7he news of yesterd:y.

Most of its passengers find the subway
a provocation to profanity rather than an
inspiration to prayer.

When President Tarr visits Cincinnati
in June a band raised in the air by balloons
will play “The Star Spangled Banner.”
Is this intended as a delicate tribute to the
condition of the “friends of ROOSEVELT"?

The new liner with a department store
offers one more solace to the sophisticated
traveller, and he will grasp it eagerly.
The gilt edged steamer has a certain re-

| as “monuments to engineering skill"!

intimates that such a vessel could also blow
the banks of a sea leve! canal to “smith-
ereens” and place the canal as effectively
out of commission as by blowing up the
locks. This is most arrant, evident, wilful
and stupid “dam” nonsense: but as it is quite
up to the standard of the arguments used
by rhe advocates of the lock type in its blind
ignoring of all essential truths, I will touch
upon it.

The blowing up of the locks at such a
point as a hostile vessel would chooss would
entail the draining of the lake at least to
the level of the lock, thus involving, besides
the actual damage caused by the explo-
sion, the incalculable damage of a year's
shutdown of trafic until the lake could
refill to the depth permitting navigation.
To any one familiar with explosions it is
difficult to foresee any damage to the solid
rock walls of a sea level canal, sloping away
from the bottom, that would ensue from
blowing up a vessel. A few cubic yards
might fall off, possibly a couple of hundred,
but take the case in impossible excess—if
10,000 cubic yards fell or dropped or slid off
it would mean less than a day's dredging
to clear it away with the single seagoing
dredge that would always be ready for ser-
vice for occasional use as required for pos-
sible silting at the ends through wave ac-
tion. As to the vessel itself, if it carried
enough dynamite to do any visible damage
simply relics could be found. If it carried
too little dynamite to disintegrate it,'the
chances are that it would no more com-
pletely block the channel than did Hobson's
courageous though futile attempt at San-
tiago in the Merrimac. If it did block the
channel and were 80 loaded as to resiat the
swinging effact of the tide it would dam, a
wrecking crew could clear it away in less
than three days time, or at most a maximum
delay to a sea level canal of ten days as
against a year at least for the lock type.
What a beautiful dream it is to contem-
plate huge steamers, forbidden to turn over
their engines, being whisked through the
iocks in an hour and a half's time for both
sets of the enormous stairs that are proposed
A
mile and a half’s total haul by hypnotic
electric winches that are always to be in

dained that only for trac‘ion passage S°mblance to Atlantic City, except of |order, run by men more than human, wind-
| course that there you sece or may see the | o caples that shall never break, halting

ocean more frequently than you are com- |
pelled to on a ship. A cross between |

|

1
|

The depart,-’
ment store will be a great help to the |
weary. With a few rug and picture auc-
tions, an automobile track, plenty of
vaudeville shows and a Stock Exchange

| the passenger might beguile the few but | #el alongside a wharf with yielding piles, by

tedious hours of a modern trip across. A !
nip might be given to familiar sensation
by having the smoking room raided on!
Sunday. |

One of the most familiar sights along State |
street or Hroadway on the way to the sutfon any
bright day Is 4 spanking team of chestnuts and |
a luxurious victoria, the coachman on a high seat |
in front wearing a plum colored livery, while In
the carriage s the Governor or Mrs, Htmulal

Albany Argus.
Oh, now we do apologize for Rosinante.

An anxious reader writes to ask if we
have yet received any rep!y from the Hon.
WiLLiaM H. WapHAMS of Wadhams re-

soap trust. We have not, but we are not.
in the least worried. We realize that the
Hon. Mr. WADHAMS is a very busy man
these days.

Why Lieutenant HoB8ON was chosen for the
star role In the Merrimac Incident during the
Spanish American War was revealed by Rear
Admiral Evans in a lecture here last night.
At least, that Is the probable reason from EVANS'S
viewpoint. According to the Admiral it was
HonBON that Admiral SAMPSON thought he could

spare better than any other officer of the fleet. —
From a d*spatch from San F runcisco.

We cannot believe that the gallant Ad-
miral, who is popularly known as Fight-
ing Bos, was 8o ungenerous as to intimate
anything of the sort. It would not be
complimentary to the fine sailor who waa
his senior off Santiago, and it would be a
wanton reflection on a junior officer who
was accepted for the hazard because he
was known to be as capable as he was
brave and indefatigable.

Asphalt on the Rope.

To THR EDITOR of THR SUN-Sir; Do the
Powers in concert steal from Venezuela and man-
kind the right to the due adminlstration of jus-
tice according to law? ‘The Declaration of Inde-
pendence charged King George 1I1. “for trans
porting us beyond the scas to be tried for

the nation, l
Young students of the science and arti

fools, drunkards and the United | bulent reign he has been called upon to|of government should bear in mind, |

(however, that the principles above set
Iforth for their guidance operate suc-
| cessfully only at times when the oppo-

Back to the Army Again,

No more impressive evidence of de-
| votion to public duty has recently come
|to our atfention than that revealed in
i the return of the Hon. WiLLiaM Rus-
srLL WiLLcox. from the pleasures of
| Hot Springs to the weary routine of this
| eity. Mr. WiLLcox had not been in his
office a single hour before he issued a
penetrating statement exposing all the
malevolent devices of certain “accelera~
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pretended offences.” Do the Powers now In
concert transport the \enezuelan beyond
the seas In order to prevent him from being tried
and punished In the country where they announce
he s wanted for offences on which they submit
that he ought to be tried? As it has been running
in the blood of Anglo-Saxon civillzation for
some centuries that “there Is no wrong with-
out a remedy.” In what court of justice might
th2 prisoner upon the high seas begin a suit for
false arrest and Imprisonment? Does the con-
cert of the Powers contemplate the lynching of |
Castro? 1s there asphalt on the rope?

JAMES YEARSLEY.

PHILADELPHIA, April 17,

|

Mystification of a Good Cltizen.

To THR Borrox oF THE SUN- Sir: May | ask
who I8 the Joseph E, Corrigan who according to
this morning’'s SN yesterday, accompanied by
a couple of friends, travelied In his antomoblle
at a rate of about siaty miles an hour? Surely
this is not the Joseph £. Corrigan, the servant of
the people, employed and pald by them tv em-
force the law and to punish those who break 1!

Naw Yomx, April 10 Crrizmy.

i
|

A Rooter's Wife.

Stella—Why did she go home to her mother®
Hella~—8he heard her husband talking in his
sloop sbout & woman named Matty,

R
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| cut disturbed the aquilibrium which sxistad

| assuredly proved only ip its unreliability,

the enormous momentum of a vessel at
just the right momont, and handling the
craft with lightning rapidity and divine
accuracy in the narrow locks subject to
sudden and terrific wind storms and the
blinding pall of tropical fogs!

Doubtless shipping men who now in New
York waste half an hour in bringing a ves-

the aid of her propeller, helping tugs and
several strong lines and powerful winches
to manceuvre the steamer in ample dock
room, will be charmed with the lessons to
be taught at the Panama locks (provided of
course the dam doesn’t follow the railroad
embankment:and that the prayers of the
lock advocates close the network of fissures
under the lake).

A atudy of plate 155 of the commission’s
last report (1908) showing a profile of the
borings of the axis of the proposed Gatun
dam is interesting. The great body of
material shown is “argillaceous sandstone*
as dignifiea under the lock régime, but for-
merly called “indurated clay,” a material so
soft as to be readily dug with a pick, to re-
quire timbering in the test pit,and unable
to stand a small test load. This is the shat-
tered, flssured material overlying the solid
trap rock that forms the continent, never
reached in this vicinity by any of the bor-
ings. In fact most of the bore holes stopped
when they reached this rebaptized rock,
Some of them, however, probably accident-
ally, went deeper. They ruin the symmetri-
cal appearance of the chart by diaclosing a
large body of material “too soft to core."
This is not tha clay that slid into the French
channel and “when the water was pumped

before,” but another body that is yet to
be heard from.

Outside of this section of the vicinity of
the spillway, how many of the total of forty-
#aix holes shown on the chart fairly pene-
trated the “rock”? (Bear in mind that this
“rock” disintegrates of {tself when placed
in water.) Answer: Just three! It would
be interesting to know what more holes
would disclose as to the nature of the so-
cailed “rock” body, but the two clay and
gravel basins ard the beds shown where
they did penetrate are quite enough, irre-
spective of seepage, to justify the condem-
nation of the dam project given by Messrs.
Burr, Davis, Parsons, Wallace and the
united strength of Europe’'s greatest canal
engineers,

This argillaceous sandstone, fissured and
water penetrated to an extent that leaves
only “a chance” that the lake will ill, and

is the subject of a rather interesting com-
parison. On the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way in British Columbia the line ran at the
foot of cliffs of similar material. After-
ward settlerscame and ranirrigationditches
along the top of the plateau. These ditches
finally supersaturated the “rock,” and the
cliffs disintegrated and came down on the
traock.

Captain Oakes of the Coqm of Engineers
in his discusaion befores thé American In-
stitute of Mining Engineers at the New
Haven meeting remarked that it was un-

. was so constituted that the pub-
lio could have no confidence in its décision.
They are not to be blamed: they rendered
the report that was expected of them by
every engineer in the couniry as soon as
their names were announced. Their re-
port was based on wrong premises in some
cases, entire omissions in others, lack of
familiarity avea with the most notorious
facts throughout and inability to read “the
handwriting on the wall” clear in the testi-
mony before the House committee, and is
consequently of no value as a document of
influence except in its deserved praise of
the schools, the Y. M. C. A. and the architec-
tural arrangement of the bulldings. Am-
munition for the “Battle” must be drawn
from the men who know what they are
talking about.

It is interesting to note that to try to
counterbalance the effect of his many cate-
gorical statements that showed clearly the
folly of the lock system with the sea level
as an alterpative, the strongest statement
the House committee could wring from
Major Sibert when they held him in the
throes of a flerce inquisition w /"1 think
80." :

What is Colonel Hodges's strongest state-
ment?

Yes, I confess that I expect slides in the con-
struction of the dam, to a certain extent. I think
it would be beyond human probability that we
shall not have them, b.it my present view is that
‘they will be local affairs and can be deait with
when they come.

Question=So you feel you could guard against
any r large e even after the
dam was completed and water let into the lqke?

Colonel Hodges—!1 belleve that a very reason-
able subuidence can occur without endangering
the dam. 1 do not think we can guard agalnst
it. 1 do not think we can foresee when it wiil
take place. 1n my opinion if that dam is bulit
and made to stand before water gets against it,
there is no probabllity vt any slide taking place
afterward.

One should carefully read the offcial
report by Mr. Saville and the hearings re-
ferred to in order to realize the true status
of affairs. The Panama Canal is being dug
by army engineers, who are prepared to
pile in materinl on the Gatun dam site ir
need be until the congelation of the infer-
nal regions, and never say quit as long as
their orders call for lock. The boldest of
them, Colonel Goathals, talks of finishing
by 19156 and not before, at a cost of $375,-
000,000. With & bravery and devotion
equal to that of his Indian fighting days he
laughs at the slides and praises his orders
that can no more be carried through to
success than the charge of the Noble Six
Hundred.

i Hald

to me from ‘Messrs. Burr and Parsons that
they believe the sea level canal can be built
for as low a cost and as quickly as the lock
type. [ will now make a citation still more
apropos, if possible. John F. Wallace made
for us the great study of the Isthmus. He
laid out the work and prophesied the re-
sults that are being attained as to cost a
yard and that are being exceeded in quan-
tity. He, too, has always been strong
for sea level.
In a recent conversation Mr. Wallace told
me that he had lately carefully figured up
the cost of a sea level canal 300 feet wide
and made it come to a total of $375,000,000.
It also developed in our talk that Mr. Wal-
lace believes firmly that night work is abso-
lutely practicable and desirable; that the
excavation can readily reach 08,000,000
yards a year: that his cost figures are not
based on the saving of modern methods that
should be introduced, and consequently, as
be said, all variation from his figures would
be to lower them; that large dredges of ten
yards a bucket are entirely feasible; that
the power ram multiple unit rock shatter-
ing barge as offered to build by Mr. Von
Philp, the wizard of the Bethlehem shops,
is practicable and desirable: that the Gam-
boa dam is unnecessary, and finally that the
Panama Canal 300 feet wide can bhe com-
pleted in Mr. Taft's first tarm.
Mr. Taft gracefully sidestepped his prede-
cessor’'s suggestion that the notoriously
unfair board should report to him. He did
not transmit its report to Congress with-
out a moment’s meditation. Heis not re-
sponsible for the adoptionof the lock system,
is Mr. Taft going to deny the country
the opportunity to have the matter finally
settled by a commission that shall be uni-
versally regarded as fair—and so being will
insure the canal that shall endure until
the end of time, without a single question
mark as to any feature—sea level?
HENRY (G. GRANGER,

Member American Institute of Mining

Engineers.
New YORK, Apr‘ll 19.

An Able Supporter of Mr. Alfred Noble.
To TRE EDITOR OF THE SUN--Sir: I am

I have already quoted their statements | Thj

| GOVERNOR HARMON'S VIEWs

Mr. Baxter Is Grateful the Democraty
1 Are Not in Powér.

To THE EDITOR OF THE BUN—Sir. Syraly
as THE SUN says, “a fine collection of sy,
was doled out at the late Jeerson dinnar
the National Democratic Club in thig town *
Ita three principal speakers weare nolitiea)
accidents, two of them (iovernors of Ohio
and Indiana and the third.a Democrap,
Senator from Republican Orezon.

'I'he “Old Faithful” geysaer, Rrya n, de.
clined to come and spout for them, anqy s1q
indeod it waa to note he did not seam ts .,
either missed or wanted by his Democrarie
brethren. Think of having the Governgy
of the great State of Ohio ridicule 1ha fart
of our building the Panama Canal, anyq
tauntingly saying we have no commerca to
make use of it after it i8 built, while ar tha
same time he condemned the paymar
subsidies to assist in building up oyr
chant marine. Here is a public mar
leas political wisdom than the prasant (4.
Japanese and Chinese have. Wa stanq
alone of all the great commercial nat nns n
being opposed to the granting of suhsid as.

and in failing to realize that we shy|
never have any ocean commerce

11 ny
mar.
1 With

until we

do as all the others are doing and give (,h?
eral subsidies to foster our commerca

T'o (Giovernors Harmon and Marshall 1ha

'\Vn;‘ll)lpl:w and the ()hkr) ma
o oir measuraof our commercial
It is no wonder that the donkey was ‘"AM‘
as the emblem best fittad to raprase
Democratic party of to-day, and how ¢
ful we should be that a party whosa |
are 8o narrow minded and picayune
ideas is not in control of the Governr

Let the owners of the vast flelds of zolden
grain of the West and of the rich cotton
flelds of the South join with the great manm-
facturing interests of the East in halping
te build up without further daelay a com.
merce that will be commensurate with ayp
needs and that will carry the Amarican flag
on the Atlantic and I‘a.?,lm- Oceans,

; OHN F. Baxte

NEw YoRk, April 19, ATER;

Vv 888 big enough

*hozan
nt the
hank-
aadars
in their
nant

CARS FOR WOMEN.

Is the Exclusion of Men Justified by the
Law?

To TRE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: Cag
the distinguished lawyers who compose the
Public S8ervice Cominission have overlooked
the fact that the running of special cars for
women, or as a matter of factthe abridg-
Ing of the rights of a portion of the publjc
in theuse of the subway by forbidding them
the use of these cars, would he againet the
law—which, knowing no distinction of sex,
is not gallant but just?

Wherever segregation in public isneces.
sary and legitimate it is mutual and com.
plementary—a loss here is counterbalanced
by a gain there; but the subway proposal
is vicious in this respect, that it provides
for no counterbalancing restriction onthe
part of women; it simply forbids men to
use a certain car, leaving women at liberty
1o use it or not as they choose. In other
words, in the use of the subwayjone portion
of the population would be at'a permanent

isadvantage as compared *with the other,
for the reason that one portion would have
a right to the use of all the cars and
the other to the use of only some of them'
8 of course is disorimination, which
:; r;o gr:'ol.lca li?rbld:len to pluhlln service

ations, not express

by_their charters. 3 ¥ brohipie

The regulation is open to objection on
another und-—namely, that such an
order would add one more offence to the
already long list of mala prohibita; only the
gravest emergency can_justify the making
wrong by statute of what is rlz“t by nature,
for the infliction of punishment for the com.
mission of such offences is an act of tvranny
on the part of the State for which the aver-
age citizen has no redress. F. J. D

NEw YoRk, April 19,

The City’s Debt to the Hudson Valley,
To TAR EDITOR OF 'I'BR SUN=:Sir: THE Sux
says that the people of New York city “do not
know the river that flows by their doors—they do
not understand its uses or appreclate its heay
tles.” This of course Is said of the Hudson, and
THR SUN adds: “It occurs to us that the Hudson
Fulton celebration wil! educate the people of New
York not only in history but in natural heauty and
clvics, and that, moreover, it will change their
Insensibility into active Interest on the future of
the Hudson Valley.”

The Hudson River has made New Yérk, It has
furnished the matertal of which .the city is con
structed and was the main support of its com-
merce for centuries. Even now much traMc
passes between certain headlands on the Hudson,
The boys who grew up on the banks of the river
and came here for a career have In every genery
tlon by every testimony been numbered among
the city's most helpful and desirable. citizens.
Since the railroads came New York has taken
from the Hudson River countles thelr back
country trade and sapped thelr business vitality,
causing many of the young men of the valley to
migrate to this city or go West. However largea
sum New York may feel able to contribute to the
expenses of a celebration primarily in honor of
the Hudson River it can only be considered a slight
acknowledgment of a great obligation.

NEW YORK, April 19. QUABBAICK.

What College for the Boy?
TO THE EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: “Amherst”
Ismuch astonished at my “extraor dinary thegries”
about the effect of college life in this country on
the manners of {ts youth, but he admits that there
Is considerable “drinking and llcentiousness”
at Yale and Princeton—and he pitfully asks.
“Where shall | send my wandering boy?"”
That all depends upon the kind of “education”
he wants his boy to get at college—and the kind
of boy hisson is. I1fheisastudious boy with brains
there are a number of small colleges at any one
of which he can get as good an education as at
the larger universities; but if like the majority
he s not studious, yet has sufficlent abillty just
to scramble through, and wants to make a
“record” in athietics and acquire as well, perhaps,
a certain soclal prestige, Yale, Harvard or Prince
ton is the proper place for him. g
My own opinion--but It s mot the popular view
is that it Is a waste of time and money to send the

very glad to see “Mariner” urge seafaring
folks to take a hand in the Panama Clnal'
discussion and settle if poesible this ab-. |
surd agitation for the construction of a sea |
lavel ditch, ‘
Certainly no people are more entitled to

be heard on the subject than those whol
will use it, or better qualified to answnr’
the criticiams now being hurled at the lock

type of construction. For example, the |
contention that the Gatun lake would not |
hold water to laat over the dry season seems |
utterly fallacious when it is known to the |
marines that the rain precipitation over |
the earth’s surface increases in proportion }
to the square root of the evaporation raised |
to the second power. A proper local ap-
plication of thia theorem refuces the dan-
geron the Isthmus of a dry season to zaro.

Again it is argued that the Gatun dam will
sink into the soft material of its base. 1|

am glad that no army officer or member of |
Congress is making such a mistake, und‘
have already explained how the great |
weight of the dam will compress this yield- |
ing material into a perfectly solid mass, and !
it follows naturally that the more it sinks

the greater will ba the compression.

It is to be regretied that these carping !
critics do not confine their assertions o !
statements that can be proved. In all the |
ages of the world's history t(here is not !
a recorded instance of an isthmian canal |
being injured by anearthquake, and yet thay
continue to use this argument as though it
had been an everyday octurrence.

Finally, the idea that costly fortifications,
lofty aerial torpedo nettings, &c., will be
required to protect the locks in time of war
shows lack of kncwladge of real modern
methods of warfara. And now this is where
we come in. A few thousand dollars given
to an underpaid skipper by an up to date '
enemy would blind his quartermastdr, put |
his angine signals out of order and a |-k

would be smashed, to the wiecking of the !
canal and delight of peace societins. Who |
knows who might be the lucky skipper?
So, mates, push along the lock canal |
NEWw YORK, April 19. NEAR MARINER,

|

Pride Gioeth Before Destraction. ‘

TO THE EDITOR OF TAR SUN - 867, In the name |
of discriminating Journallsm, 18 therr no way n”
stopping the rape of the news columns by the |
women's clubs® Just what is the news value of |

lthelr dolngs, anyway, unless It {8 to show the |

incapacity of New York hushands 1o entertain |
thelr wives® Your publication Incidentaily , yiew
Ing with near Rabelaisian eye the incoherent |ife
of the town kaleldoscoping past, Is the least of |
the offenders In respect of my lament. \nd now
1 await the wrath of the goddesses.

fortunate that the recent board of dam

Grosvenon C
Naw Yomx, April 10, o8 Cuaanoy;

i"’"' the trees In Central Park be cut down
{Interfering with automoblile *joy
|

latter class of youth to college anywhere,
NEW YORK, April 19. E. H. S

His College.

To THE EDIToR or THE SUN-—Sir. To the
student who has been brought up on THE SON at
home the selection thereafter of a college, either
of the greater or lesser variety, will not be a
matter of primary importance, provided he still
perseveres {n this “habit.” J. P. D.

NEW YORK, April 19.

Secret of Home Shoe Blacking.
To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN--Sir; Notlong ag?
a boothlack asked me to let him shine my shoes
I had always blacked them myself before. | was
glad to get rid of the job, and the bootblack's
polish was brighter than mine. But {n two weeks
my shoes were so tight [ could hardly wear them
I was told forty years ago that my feet were
big enough, and the (dea that they were st
growing was not at all agreeable. | went back
blacking my shaees myself, and Ina few day s the!
were as soft and roomy as ever. The hoothlack
used a cheap blacking that drew the leather UD
and made it hard. | have no doubt that man!
other men have the same trouble with their shoes
and do not know what is the matter with then
NEW York, April 19, W. W, STICKLET

Protection of Automobilists,
To TRAE EDITOR OF THE SUy - Sir: 1 was in
terested to vead the suggestion of your
spondent *‘ peeder” (n THx Sun this morning

as

corre

riding.”
I would ke to suggest in addition that foot
passengers be kept off the publiy streets {re

| quented by automobiles, as every motoriat Knows
! how annoying it is to have to change speed ant

slow down at street crossings.

Something must he done to cheek the encroa’h
ment upon this noble sport, in whichsomuchgood
American capital |s Invested and upon whi-h =
many American workingmen are dependent

NEW Yonrs, April 18 Mororial

‘The Fifth Avenue Baptist Charch.

To THE IDrion of THE SuN. Stro ynu =%
In Tnr Sux of Saturday that “Dr. Ferod, @
scheduled to speak soon at John D, Rockefe!
chureh, of which the Rev. Dr. Aked is pastor

Had you said “Dr. Aked's church, In whil
John 1), Rockefellir is a pewholder,” you «wo il
have heen nearer the mark and then not W
It, for the Fifth Avenue Baptist Church Is 0
body's chureh, but a church of Christ, and 13
founded long before Lochinvar Rockelrli®
“came outl of the \\ost."” R, H, DJAvIES

NEW Yorx, April 18

1

‘The Majesty of the Law.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE SUN - Str;, Why do tv
police rald a baseball game at the Dronx (4
this Sunday afterncon and let a saloon 107 fece
away stay open! SOUTH BOULEVARL.
Naw Yourx, April 18,




