TAWDREY HOUSE

The Little Twisted Note.

The big red car hurtled up to the front
entrance with a bang. Amid a mingled
aura of gasolene and champagne the
three w omen and two men swarmed
into the office of the Tawdrey House,
even more unmannerly and cacophonous,
with one exception.

While the hallboys ran wild under a
~lver rain with the wraps, to the bar
to flash up the lights in the private dining
room and to show the way I noted this
voung girl following slowly apart, with
ihemn but not of them, even as a captive
Grecian maid might have followed in
the train of the brutish Romans who
owned her, submissive, yet still retain-
ing her freedom of spirit.

The burly man in the lead suddenly
swnng around and lurched over to where

“Hello, Sniffen!” he roared good na-
“l1 didn't know you hung out
Come in and join us and get that
Nune Dimittis Jook off your face. We're
out for the time of our lives—the missus,
her sister, Miss Skene; Joe Oh!mann—
vour brother wrote you about Joe, didn’t
he?—yes, and Fm'ly, a sort of a connec-
tion of my wife—she has to go along
too, worse luck.

“Why, what ails you, man? You look
as if you had been rapped with an in-
visible club!”

It was Plaisted; ensanguined, jovial,
saturated with to-
bacco, ravenous for food and drink, at
the very apex of his delectable moun:
tain; and he didn’t know, he didn’t know!
No wonder that I stared dully; no wonder
I gulped twice before I spoke.

“l do want to see you,” I hesitated,

redolent of wine,

“Then you'll have to take pot luck,”
“I wouldn’'t cut off a moment
from our layout for a million.
you later, or ta-ta, just as you please.”
Away he swayed to the curtained door-
way of the small dining room, where
the two flashily dressed women in the
impossible hats were impatiently waving i
their veils to him.

Yes, it was Plaisted, dancing on air,
in utter ignorance that he was a pauper
or worse, as the cablegram in my pocket,
only an hour before received, assured
No wonder 1 had looked awed, for
mopey was that man’s life.

Actually 1 was faint from the agony
" not knowing just what I shpuld do,
ind out of that spirit of temporizing with

uegelf which comes to all in a quan-
darg 1 proceeded to review my slight |
¢ nuection with Plaisted.

It began by his calling on me with a
cautiously worded note of introduction
‘rom my brother
represented, so Plaisted said. the Ameri-

‘am in England.

bapa on  &ecount
“omo home 1 would be so good as to put
‘win wise on this point and that.

There were baits dangled on the side |
i course, but if I had any idea of ven-
inng a bite I was scared into deep water
#eain by a warning letter from Sam, in
«"ich he wrote:

long absence

18 sound and rich,
vre s mnch quiet talk awainst P
‘18 said that his own shares are hypothe-
cated for their full vatue ; A
ateh of them has bheen rehypothecated, | Perfunctory examination of a magistrate
4t his account is enormously overdrawn, | dragged from his.sleep, certain definite
bhooks | steps to order ensued.

but | the swarm of policemen and detectives,
| with Fraser, shining like a scornful young | those about well knew that aponlexy : :
bad killed him with a lightning stroke. | hain’t got no sprained ankle, nor no arm
they hurried ahead upstairs,
| difficult to surmise what the little twisted |
note had contained. nor what they were | plough,’ says he. ‘Cousin Marcellus is on- |
1 failin® with his sigas, anl yonder

“The sign ain't right fer

and that u big

work on the
tave already found false entries and other
It is said thai he persuaded | sciousness, was sent upstairs with at-
‘ve Obhlmann, an undepiatle millionaire, i
‘o accompany him o in the desperate hope
of binding him (o him through marriage
wife's sisier.
this and more is sure to eome out

1t daes | will cable a siugle word siznificant

As | recalled this letter | thought of |
Sam’s prudent nature—how he said noth-
ing unless he knew, and then but little,
With such a contest the cablegram in ! bad been doing in any such affair, and
my pooket was absolutely damning, for . i
it contained the single word “Destruc- |8ympathies more active than ever for
Freedom alone remained for|th® young pair of lovers. Fraser's ex-| 4 ;
Plaisted; and if that was to be his he must | Planation of his conduct had seemed | Fraser and Emily were standing, doubt-
be warned this night.

Should I do it? T declare that, against
the many good reasons for me to mind
my own affairs, the strongest plea was
the memory of the pensive but proud
face of Emily, the despi
who had to go along.
ndent lot, it must needs be worse
if Plaisted was dragged to prison and the
two 'uxurious women left penniless.

“I believe I'll join them at any rate,”
at length 1 muttered.

Just then a young man who had been
~itting all this while in one of the high
hacked chairs in front of me, his hat over
his eves, sprang to his feet, -

“Let me entreat you, Mr. Sniffen,” he
=aid with the greatest earnestness, “to
take me in there with you.”

“Who are you?”
why should I make you a fellow guest

Ty as was her

denry Fraser.” he answered,
‘Vhen there is time [ can show
von T des rve your confidence.

girl, Emily Dare. whom 1
; with such interest, and |
love each other; we have loved each other | P
all our lives. She is not rightly placed with
these fast and vulgar people; besides. she
by that empty ass of

"AW vou wate

s being persecu

“I would take her away. See, ! am able
'n rupport a wife." And he showed a

rocketease well filled with

“Ohlmann is after Miss Skene,” 1 obe
ectad, sharply.

“No, rir; pardon me; it is Miss Skene
is after Ohlmann.
“hance, 1 beg you,
ng them for days.

I have heen follow-
‘ Surely no harm is
done in introducing any well behaved
verson to such a crew.
vou ean see for yourself.”

Come,” T said, with sudden sympathy
for the voung couple.

For the rest,

I can use no fitter word— |
I its heipht when we entered.
bad scarce sufficed
© endlees task of fetching, removing
wing viand upon viand and wine
Passive Fmily glanced up |

f harely touched plate with a shy
sitle it is trua, but not a sign of recog-
«ame from the active four until
~ of course afforded a chance for |

criad Plaisted,
sIv poehirhing with his two napkins,
You are welcome,
The toffy is bang up
N the wine out of sight.
up, the both of you.
v von aequainted, gents, with Mrs.
Maisted, Miss Skene, Joe Ohlmann, the
ver of the pack-—-yes, you are, Joe—
U ong of course, Em’ly Dare; wa gen-
IV have to bring her along.”
‘It tsn’t good form to speak of our
“hanties, Oscar,” said Mrs. Plaisted, a

¢1 somewhere near the base.
Besides, it wouldn’t be appreciated if it i
" added Miss Skene spitefully, with
glow at Ohlmann, who had bent
the shrinking

roared Plaisted.

tell you I won’s have any sharp shots.
This is just the shank of the evening
and we've all got to be mellow.

“Make room, there, Joe, for this young
fellow—what's his name, Fraser?—Jennie
Skene is about your slze. And you,
Sniffen, come this side of me, where you
can say what you want to say when
I'm not too busy.

“Rurry up with that magnum, Peters;
You must have glue on your heels. Well,
here’s looking to-wards you all.”

It was during the next merciful inter-
regnum between courses that I found
my opportunity. Mrs. Plaisted was pow- |
dering herself at the mirror. Miss Skene
and Ohlmann were holding hands on the
sofa, that is she was holding his. Fraser
nng Emil,(\; '7erop.}bso:ld)ed i}rlx close conver-
sation, nly aisted, the old ard,
atlll]_}llleld his po;r and g'iul.\.éd .

ere’s a cablegram
br;)lthetr.'kl said. & from i
e took the paper unsteadily to the
light, and even as ﬁ:mad I oould see the
gray creepinf under the scarlet.

.There'a a lot in that word,” he said.

Your lot,” I replied, and I told him all
knew.

Such_ joviality as Plaisted’s is often a
conacript. force to hold down fear. It
was wonderful now to see how the natural
emotion arose and overthrew the hire-
ling. The man bent forward, his head on
his hand. In the posture thefe was the
stlapld submission of a knockout blow,

Are you sick, Plaisted?” screamed his
wife from the mantel, and they all came
crowding around.

Through the triangzular opening of his
arm I could see the thick red blood again
surging to his brain. Something was at
work there, spurred on by the voice that
could mean so much of reproach, bicker-
mgAa\nd torm?n‘:. i A od

re you sick, I say?” she persisted.
“The Lord knows yoz might pvevell be;
i LT

als owe! is hand; he raised
his head. In his mottled face I saw pur-
pose mvnﬁ more reaolute.

to be away from my
in Fraser's interests.
when the inquest convened in the big
parior, ] had a bright young lawyer 'there
named Hazard, who took my fragmentary
information and exhibits without a word,
but with an alert look that seemed to
say he oould make a complete defence

By 10 o'clock,

He began to take the initiative at onoce |
by asking that Fraser be examined. Ac- |
the prisoner,
duly cautioned, told his story as I have
making many seemingly
dangerous admissions.

Then the Coroner called Plaisted him-
It was plain to me,
as the man came shambling along as if
already aged, that he was still very ill
and weak, but that he was braced by
something to a supreme effort. While
there was death in his eye there was also
hope. He paused at my chair.

“Nothing in the morning papers from
fngland,” he whispered. “You won't|
say anything. You will give me a chsncel
for my life?”

I answered “yes,” and indeed in my
statement to Hazard’
myeslf to what Emily had said, deeming
it no busineas of mine to make public
what my brother had writfen in confl-
dence to me.

Plaisted testified with a sort of forced
glibness. While the two men were help-
ing him to the sofa in the dressing room
he said Ohlmann had stumbled against
Whereupon Fraser had struck
Ohlmann with something that flashed
away with it in his
hand, even while the latter fell bleeding
He could not tell more
definitely, for he then was, he still was,
very faint and sick.

J before Hazard rose to cross-ex-
amine a little twisted note was passed
along to him, which he read and crumpled

self to the stand.

“If you 1 only all sit by for a few

he growled, “I'll be all right again. Here,
Joe, vou and that voung fellow there—
what's his name, Fraser?—help me into
the next room, where I can lay quiet a |

in no mood for damn nonsense "
There was something in the sickly
energy of the man that corroborated and !

malign, devilish, as if the jester's mask

. 1€W 1in his hand. d not see whence it
moments while I get my second wind.” | gtarted, but jt came from where the two
Plaisted and Miss Skene,
sat in Oriental retiremeht
gr%tl;‘t olqncavfe hats. iR
) £ g e line of examination which ensued
:::tc'l sleq:lfti::t' '.hou .dtay ;vithlfhe ladies |, g ghrewdly caloulated, while not alarm-

ey do what I say. I'm ing the witness, to stir his conceit and im-
belittled him, throwing
jout the impression that he was a pen-
niless sharper who had

S lamazing how Plaisted writhed

having been

under their

used Ohlmann

had been discarded and the true evi 1 these stings, actually forgetting, it seemed

force underneath revealed.

ling room with the voung fellow, nlim,i
erect, manly, candid, and Ohlmann, |
smug, auriferous. supremely selfish, on
either side; but then what remson could
I give for what was no more than an
impression of an impression?

Wae resumed our seats, the two women
bored and sleepy and Emily abstraoted,
| and sat in silence, but not for long. Pres- |
ently I heard the hall door of the waiting
room open and shut and light feet speed
down the corridor. Silence again, but
not for long. Of a sudden the connecting
door banged open and Plaisted staggered |
back, a rubiound ghost from the lowest
circle.

“What are you doing of, Plaisted?” .
screamed his wife, “you will be my end |
Y i

“Ohlmann’s dead!” he gasped. “Th
young davil of a Fraser, at a word, stabbed
him to the heart, and then put off like |
mad. Call the po—" t

He fell in a raging fit, as if possessed
10' a legion of selves.

I

hither and thither, the cool, sharp in-
quiriea of Mr. Flewcomb, our proprietor,

{Apollo in the midst of them, and the"!

Plaisted, still a turgid lump of uncon- |

| tending physicians and wailing women.
| Fraser, under guard, marched off almost
| blithely to the station house, while the
! dead body of Ohlmann, that one definite
and undeniable fact, was hustled out of
'sight like a pauper’s.

| insistent and sarcastic inquiries of Taw-
i drey idlers, all going to the point of what

| to seek the retireament of my room, my

both natural and sufficient to me. He
had run through the hall. he said, because
Plaisted begged him to summon a phy-

had so quickly appeared on the scene
declared that he had been called on the
telephone to attend a Mr. Plaisted.

‘to me,

are on cath, remember,
that voun have a thorsand dollais of vour
own in the world®”

“A thousand dollars?” sneered Plaisted,
[ laaning forward, his eves like red daneer
Yes, and I've
got a thovsand times a thousand dollars.
I'm getting sick of
| this; why, I'm used to carrying a hundred
thousand for small change. I've aot |diggin' time had come.
forth the onfailin’ signs of Cousin Mar-

“That's easy.

Just run over the bilis
& man, and then give

it with me now.
in that bunch. voun
lus a mild rest.”,
Plaisted arrogantly slapped out
the large envelope from his pocket I
glanced instinctively to the two women
tunder the twin toadstool.s Their claspad
 hands were vibrating up and down with
| excitement

Hazard opened the envelope.

“There is nothine hera but a lot of
worthless paper,” he said quietlr. “as
worthless as vourself, MW,
Plaisted straightendd in his
eagerness to see; and then, with a horrid

Out from the horrible confusion of  puff of the veins in his
women screaming, employees rushing | headlong on the floor,

“Have him sent to our room. have him[
screamed the two!
waiting to see)

,sent to our room!”
and without
! whether he was alive or dead, though

! women,

When the dead bodv was removed
e money I had comes.’ says he.
. She too told her  ploughin’ yit, Rhadamanthus,' says he.
v. convincingly. After a
little a banlt teller identified the bilis as

having been paid to Ohlmann a day or| J 3 ; 4
case against Fraser | Sally she kivered Uncle David with a

melted away: he was honorably dis- | penetratin’ an’ a reproachin' eye, but,
{he only jest sot Hack in his sheepskin
| cheer an’ winked a comic wink at me.
“Cousin Marcellus come in
! Sally was glad to see him,an' Uncle David
| says to him that he 8'posed now the sign

| testified. producing
| received from Emily.

A message from
I was glad to break away from the | porters called me out into the hall.

stood there, furnishing fact for fiction,
I saw two women come sneakingly down
i the stairs and hurry out of the side en-
. Plaisted and | jnugt be ri
So dogs may slink when a
| bone has been snatchod away.

I returned to the big

some ingistent re-
As

| trance,
| Miss Skene,

fully, side by side.
“His Honor, the Coroner, is a Magis-
suggested. “and there ia nn
time like the present.” Side by aidn;sﬂ
gician; and indeed the physician who thev advanced to the desk.
! *Let me see that

t

 bustling by.
Without a word he produced it. It was |

i drendful stress in the
1 know I came near calling to Fraser | wounds of his vanity until one remem-

to stay as Plaisted lurched into the dress- | haraq s [ have already said, that money

Then too Emily, as she unwillingly | written in a vulgar, feminine scrawl, and |

attended the women upstairs, had turned | read as follows:
what money he has with him.”

“They must have counted,” I mused |}
awedly, “on the shoek killing-—-" i
attendant came up. e
{ “His Honor wants you two gents as wit-
Was there not something more - an | nesses,” t
another moment
f the bappy couple,

her eves so expressively to me that I,
seemed to réad in the glance her faith |
in her lover's innocence and her resolve |
to make it manifest. i

appeal that I should help? It seemed |

80; but what, alas, could I do, so shaken, | either side o

so mystified ? the tragedy ?

If Fraser did
Plaisted must bhave done so; and why
should he kill the friend upon whom he
depended for help in his troubles?
own I felt very small and weak when 1|
crept into bed and went to sleep.

1 woke with a start at a sound. It was
still dark. that qualmish dark which

es daybreak.
I listened” and again [ heard a faint,
persistent rat, tat, tat on the window
pane. As Isat up and strained my
eyes 1 seemed to discern a shadowy form
without, feminine of ontline

I sprang to my feet and into my dressing
gown. [ turned up the light and threw
up the sash and admitted Emily Dare,
scantily clad and shivering.

“They locked me in my room,” she
declared breathlessly, “but I lay out on
the fire escape and listened through the
ocrack of the window. Then after they
went to bed 1 slipped in and got it, and
worked my way along to bring it to you.
Oh, you inust 8ave poor Hairy, you musi,
you must!”

“It” proved to be a large hotel envelope
fillad to bulging. My eyes went one way
'and my breath another when I found |
| that it contained 100 crisp, new one thou-'
I sand dollar bills, |

“They figured it all out, did Mys.
Plaiated and Miss Skene, between them,” |
Emily hurried on to say. “Oh, but they |
are keen ones. {

“They agreed that you must have told |
Mr. Plaisted that the jig was up in Eng-
land; that he must have killed Mr. Ohlmann |
for the large sum he knew he hal with
him, and that he would have slipped
away with it_to parts unknown, after
causing poor Harry's arrest, had not the
gt caught him. 19

“Yes, and they whispered a good deal,
but I made out that they would look for
this money in Plaisted's clothes, and
put it away in a safe place until they could
divide. Ohl | )

“Yes, and so they did; fetching. the
money from the other room and taking
back the pockethook that held it a'l stuffed
with papers. Then they put the money
in this envelope and hid it under the
carpet by vhe flreplace, and then, think
of it, both went sound asleep-—oh!”

“But why did they atuff the pocket-
book with paper,” | asked, “and put ‘n.l
back in Plaisted's pocket?”

“I don't know,” answered the girl.
“I tell you they whispered some, and the
more they whispered the worse they
did—oh! Yes, he is bad enough, is
Plaisted, but they are more than his match
--women always are when they are that |
kind--oh!”

Now she broke down completely, with
pitiful moans and tears.

v.
1 was up betimes that morning, glad

we stood on

not kill Ohimann. then : COURT TENNIS AND RACQUETS.

[Jay Gould. Playing Polo. Wil Net Ena
International Matches.
Theyr have clipped and rolled the polo
[ ficld at Georwian Court, Lakewooa, and it
Jav Gould will prob-
| ablv revive the glorieaof the fleld where the
Takewood PoloC lub—(eorze, Jay and King-
doan Gould, active members

is ready for play

Kingdon and Jay were the yvoung-
est riders in polo during the early vears
of the prement decade
gained a fictitious advantage often
because clder and heavier poloists would
pull nn for fear of injuring the juniong. | If you should hap
That Jay Gould is not a defender of the
English honors at court tennis he won so
cleverly during the last three years hy riw |
means indicates a dearth of international |
The British winner of this vear
may play for our titie in 1910, or Jay Gionld

Fhey plaved well,

may g0 abroad.
can railroad servico will
* hoth the players.
surely if it is Pennell against Gould
shauld Jay Gould never touch a tennis |
hat azain he has made as wreat a record |reference to the wa
for thu technique of the zame as in winning | were regarded in tha house of Becken-
] darter was intended to guickon the con-
tific value of the American overhead or | geience of present company and
to some action on the lines of the
darter idea it failed.

robahly be used

He has established the seien- |

The Britizh players are
heginning to admit it may not be bad style
8 o8 e ;[\ mcl;n:n.'uinq numlierl:'. !
‘wo further indications o e respect he z
for the stroke are that ways to reply to it | it looked to him if the
are beine studied and that England now
{¢laims to have had the stroke all along,
Thoy,quote the late Julian Marshall, who
Ideacribed a “nick service,” the variation of
! goryvice, The wpin
{vut on the ball acts preciasly am in the rail-
road service, the invention of the Joaton |
amateirs, and which they sent Tom Pettitt
to exploit in the British courta. Pattitt, an
Fnglishman by birth but naturalized here
for many vears in charge of couria at Bos-
ton and Newport, played Peter Latham at
Brichton in 1598 for tha champinnship. He
lost to Latham but not on theservices, for
the latter turniehed & magnificent game all ) .
around, and he waa then at his best. Pen- | turnin’ the grindstone while he was shar
nell nses the railroad service with great
pace, but as a scientific stroke and not one
The former is hard to
acauire, but well worth while as the suc-
censes of Juy Grould have revealed.

Au armateur at racvuets named lvor de la
Tine has offersd 8500 a8 prizes in a pro-
fessional tournament at London, which wil]
he a handieap
for the world s racquet championship, which
o JdJamaet,, o, Bom boy
instructor to the Bombay Gvmkhana «ipo.

mere hitting.

has beoen held by M

to wo I ondon.
old brilliance

him on to show |says yes, it did seem so, didn't it?

600D WORDS FOR THE 6ATOR

SCIENCE FINDS HIM A USEFUL
CITI7ZEN OF THE SOUTAH.

NCLE DAVID BS

Kill that ol’ red rooster

IN THE DUM fer market. We'll

red rooster fer Cousin Mar-

oellus!’ he chuckles.

“That was a heartsore blow to me, fer I

how tough that red rooste
be, but I killed him an

went an’' hid in the barn.
, though, an’ dinner time come, but
usin Marcellus hadn't.
hollered fer us to come to
ole David held back, waitin
fer Cousin Maroellus to show up. ;
Cousin Marocellus didn't show up.
“.‘Can’t be that t!
failed on me, kin
David, lookin’ mi
y8 it looked that way, an
hollerin’ ag’in fer us we knowed
0 on In, an’ we went.
“ ‘David,’” says Aunt Sally, '

set you out a
oken dinner,” says she, ‘but
hadamanthus has went an’ killed the
an’ toughest chicken o’ the hull
says she, ‘an’ it’d most
wa to chaw it!’ says she.
notion to orack you over the head with
Rhadamanthus!’ says

“I didn’t dast look at Uncle David an’
8o I can’t say jest how he was takin’ it,
but he says to Aunt Sall
'we'd make fried pickl

an’ he'd kill a nice, young Tat pullet
self to-morrow an’
dinner then. So we eat the pickled pork,
an’ when me an’ Uncle David wen

“‘The sign failed on to me, Rhada-
manthus,’ says he, ‘an’ it's moat su
an’ disapp'intin’. But mebbe it's
beat, he. ‘If it hadn't failed,’ sa
‘an” Cousin Marcellus
says he, ‘me an’ you wouldn't have no
oung pullet fer dinner to-morrow,’
kled, an’ seein’ the

There never was a nicer, fatter, better
chicken dished up than that pullet Uncle
David killed next day, an' as we sot down
Aunt Sally looks up an’ squeals:

If here doesn’t come
lus!’ she squeals
n time, Marcellus!’ she squeals.
There he was, sure enough, jest in
s time, an' sot on
An’ he knowed |didn't say nothin’, and o' course I didn't.
An’ the way Cousin Marcellus did inj'y
t pullet was a sight to see.

Me and Uncle

w‘:'n been fattenin’

Trusted Signs Fail and Cousin

Marcellus Has a Chicken Little Evidence Baok of Those Old Scan-

dals About His Appetite—Hls Hide | e
Commereciaily Ceonsidered-—The Tip
of His Tall a Dellicacy—Hunting Him.

Twenty years ago a visitor to that part
of the South below North Carolina could
see alligators in almost every stream |The
and bayou, but now one may frequently
spend months travelling through this
region and not see a single alligator ex-
cept those in captivity. The killing of
the creatures for sport or for their hides
has been the main cause of their great
decrease in numbers.
sands of the young have been killed or
shipped away, while enormous numbers
of the eggs have been gathered and sold

ant
Nothin’ hap-

CaEsTER, N. Y., April 24.—"“It does beat
all how the failin’ of a sign that has been
ocounted on to be as unfailin’ as the changes
o’ the moon will play hob with folks’s cal-
¢’lations an’ set 'em 'way down in the
dumps, don’t it?—jest like the one that
has proved onsartin to Uncle David Beok-
endarter, an’ left him a heartsore an’ dis-
It does beat all.

“I see you've got & sure enough sign
hangin’ over yonder, though, tellin’ us
that spring is with us.”

The man whose claim to being a dweller
in the Pochunk precinot is said to be de-
ni¢d with some heat by people over that
way nodded toward the bright new book
beer sign the landlord had put on show
had confined | 34 glanced smilingly around.

“It has an invitin® look,” said he, with
hia hands on the arma of his chair, as if$.
ready and willing to rise.

Farmer Bill Leonard, who lives down
opposite Goose Pond Mountain, asked
Farmer Seely Hunter of Hardscrabble
whether the prospeocta for hoss trottin'
were lookin’ up any, and Farmer Hunter
said yes, they ought to be, for they were
layin’ on their back flat enough. The
Pochunk delegate pushed his thumb back h
until it cracked like a forerunner of the
Fourth of July, and said-

“All signs is liable to fail in time o'
drought, but Uncle David Beckendarter
says he never had none o' Cousin Marcel-
lus Merriweather’s signs to up an’ fail on
him afore.

“Uncle David knowed every time when )
the sign was goin’ to be right for fishin’ Jesti
by Cousin Marcellus always comin’ then |
to borry his fishpole.
every time when the sign wa'n’t goin’ to be
! ed right fer goin’ fishin’, 'cause then Cousin
enforced hia words, something sinister, | for his own selfish purposes. It was Marcellus didn’t keep the fishpole no | ba
under ' longer. but brung it back.

has gone an’

app'inted man.
In addition thou-

fi
s

It was not until about 1855 that the de-
mand for alligator leather became of
importance. The market was not long
In 1869 fashion again callod
for the leather for manufacturing into
travelling bags,
card cases, musio rolls, &c. The demand
has continued to the present and many
thousands of the animals
killed, while the preparation of the skins
has given employment to hundreds of

ourios, but it is impossible to do anythin
with them now.

the mop handle,

to never mind,

pork do ag'in, fanoy slippers,

.
odor. There is
declare

have the birthday

The output of the tanneries of this
country approximates 275,000 skins an-
nually, worth about $425,000, part of

hich come ‘from Mexico and Central
It is estimated that about
8,800,000 alligators were killed in Florida
alone between 1880 and 1909, nearly 20,000
being killed in 1908.

The earliest settlers in the Southern
States found alligators, or as they were
then called crocodiles, exceedingly abun-
dant in almost all streams,.especially in
Florida and Louisiana. Many marvel-
lous tales are found in the early chronicles
of the ravages of these monaters. They
were said to eat dogs and pigs and to
consider the negro an gspecially suc-
culent tidbit, while it was oconsidered
dangerous to go into streams where they
were known to exist. When such a
stream had to be crossed hours were
spent sometimes in beating it to frighten
off the alligators.

The researches of scientists have shown
that there is very slight foundation for
| such stories, and it is probable that the
greater number of the pigs lost by the
| planters could have been traced to other
ener@ies, particularly the two footed kind,
(while runaway slaves would naturslly
encourage the belief that alligators had
|dined off them.
eater part of the supply of alli-

e, an’' he chuc

avid went out to the
Uncle David was sunk
: X wer in the dumps than 1 ever see him
“He knowed when it was goin’ to be | afore. i

jest the proper weather fer hayin' an’!
| harvest by Cousin Marcellus
! gittin’ the roomytiz along about then

Hazard, “you  an' can’t git out to help:
Will you swear ; s 4

“ ‘Rhadamanthus,” says he, ‘when a
feller kin sniff the differ'nce from clean
rout Hill to here betwixt a
; d rooster an' a year-
an’ he knowed 1ot "saya he, 'signs is too onsartin’ to lay
store by any longer,’ says he, ‘an’ I wisht
If from Pochuck to
Cankertown an’ from Cankertown on to
from Peppercotton
back to Pochuck ag’in,’ says he, ‘without
missin' a kick, an’' every kick h'istin' me
two foot clear o' the
an’ he piked off, headed fer consolation an’

that the best time to make cidgr didn’t '
show
! roomytiz let up onto him an' he could be '
on hand *

“An' soon as Cousin Marcellus's ague
tched him an’ holed him up in the fall
| Uncle David always kno¥wed that
An’ 8o on an’ 8o |

I could boot myse

For many years scientists were
of reports from Florida of the ap
of this animal in that s b
ture of several fine specimens in
years has settled all doubt.

Peppercotton an’

|
| ke ground!” says he,

“An’ speakin’ o' rigns failin’ in time o'
X . T-ldrought,” says he after a convincing in-
[ cellus’s was counted on by Uncle David | terval of uncomplimentary silence, “it's
dry enough now right here to put every
ding sign there is in the zodiac out of
business from thia minute to the judgment

Seventeenth Exhibitien of the Ridiog
'®meason in and Aeason ont. H
“'The zodiack of the firmament on high, |
' Rhadamanthus.’ says Uncle David to me | 4
| one time, ‘ain't fuller of onfailin’siens than !
| Cousin Marcellus is,’ says he.
'moon an’ the dry moon ain’t sartiner than
him,’ says ha. !
“A couple o' weeks or so ago Uncle
Plaisted.” David was settin' by the kitchen winder
ponderin’ whether the sign was right fer |
forehead. rolleq | him to start in to ploughin’ fer early
‘taters, when he looked out an’ says:
““The sign ain't right vet,' says he,'fer |
yvender comes Coulin Marcellus, an’ he
‘hain’t

‘und owing to excessive hunting the in-
dustry is profitable only in the central
| part of the peninsula, in what is called
the Lake Okeechobee ragion and in the
Everglades. Here the principal hunters
are Seminole Indians, who have their
| homea on hummocks far back in the Ever-
glades and come to the settlements only | marks the close of the inddor season and
when in need of articles which they can- | goon after the horses are exhibited at
| summer resorts. v

Riding and Driving Club will be

week in the club’s quarters, Prospect
i Plaza. This is called the Brooklyn
{ Show and it is always not only a very
| able affair but a very creditable show.

He passed out, but if he had lingered
a moment up the read a piece he could
have heard the drought being broken,
the cash register jingling merrily.

BLOCK ISLAND RACES.

Two Events of ;hQ- New York Athletie
Club for Saturday, June 19.
The regatta committee of the

not produce themselves.

The alligator is most active at night
and a3 days are usually spent lying on
bank or log overhanging the
e whomli{) car‘\ lené'gy the warmth
‘of the sun and be able retrecst to its
native element at tho first sign of danger, | many of the most noted show M“" int
While on land alligators are very clumsy, | country will compete for the club's ¥
in the water they are exceedingly active,
and heing strong swimmers are able |are Judge William H. Moore, Paul A,
to catch the larger fish with but slight
For animals like the mnuskrat
and otter swimming across lagoons they
are always on the watch.
its prey the alligator sinks

bottom and there remains
| until all strugzling has ceased; it is then
lable with lesg effort to tear it into pieces.
{ While thus submerged a peculiar collar
lat the base of the tongue prevents the
water from passing into its lungs.

ator is raid to make very
its tail in warfare the

"man; O 8. King and A. B. Fry, have issued
details of the two long distance races to be
held under the auspices of that club on

In the morning the

sailing craft will start on the annual race to |

Block Island and in the afternoon power

boats will o over the same course,

This race to Biock Island has been
popular one ever since it was flrst started in
It is for small yachts in eruising trim
i not less than 32 feet water line !ength.
| conrse is through Long 1sland Sound and
there always has been a large fleef of start-
ers and the yachtsmen have had such good
timea that they have now grown to regard
this event as one of the most pleasing of | effective use o
the season. Itisexpected by those who havnlwidely digseminated story that it uses
the race in charge that there will be about | its tail to sweep animals off the banks into |
its jawe;_appeara to have but slight founda-

deck in | tion in fact.

P L In April or May the mother alligator

| seeks a sheltered gpot on a bank and there

builds a smali mound with a hole in the

The foundation of this mound

rass, and on these she lays

he then covers the eg
with another stratum of grass and mu

n which she deposits some more eggs.

i 8 she proceeds until she has laid from

| twenty-five to sixty eggs.

| hatched out by the sun.
As soon aa they have chipped the shell

{ the baby alligators are led to the water

»y the mother, who provides them with

food, which she disgorges. Papa Alli-

shéo sible errors each boat will t gator has to be carefully watch
SHEDE ANV BOMI A sl ALY time, for he highly esteems a dinner of

A b . / a hibi
| got an arm in a sling,” says he. Auiong the best knows of SaSiBiSE

It was not | out o' j'int,’ says he, ‘nor nothin' else to

vonder Cousin
right along.

“Sure enough,

| . dlehorses—1. E. Waring and Sew.
cellus was comin

hunters and jumpers—Richard
Jr., and R. Lawrence Smith; polo p
Seward Cary. Having four judges in
claswes for harness horses is an inng

While the alli

coustant work during the four days
exhibition and three of these judges wil
in attendance each night. 7The show will
open on Tuesday evening and last mnth

¥Friday evening and in that time fo
classes will be judged. In addition &
regular prizes for classes there are 4

special events. One is a challengs
for the hest horae suitable for a gir.
trophy must be won twice by the samé
to become his property. Last year it
won by Hildred, owned by Misa Emil
Bedford and Hildred "will this year p
Judge Moore's Radiant, Lonsdal Wel.
lingstein, Paul A. Sorg’'s Tease and W, |

Foster's Sporting Duchess, Y

foriy starters this vear.

This race is open
yachts in cruising trim of less than 232 feet
The course will be from
off Whortleberry Island to the West Harbor
! of Block Island, disregarding buoys, and the

Ra ety "water line length
ght fer sucker fishin'; he was Jyalee oln 6

sorry, he says, but he’'d have to disap-
parlor | point Cousin Marcellus this time, 'cause | jistance is 100 nantical miles.
he was goin’ to use the fishpole his own-

is of mud and

line will be between two hoats flying club
Cousin Marcellus sot down lookin’ | flags anchored to the northwest of Whortle- '
The warning signal ia to he
made at 1050 o¢clock, the preparatory at
10:55 and the start at 11 A, M,
vachts are to leave the committee boat
: which will iy the club flag by day and at
ingvuns fer | ,ignt show a red and white light, inside of [}
West Harbor on either hand.

self.
| disappointed to hear this, whereupon Aunt | berry Island.

“'ldeciare to man, Marcellus!’ she says.
le twisted note. |'Seems like you always ketch us when
azard. who was | we've goin’ to have fried
| supper!’ she says.
“Cousin Muarcellus sorty grinned an’
An’ | its own time when the light on the outer end |
Uncle David savs to me arterward, says | of West Harbor breakwater bears south and |
“ 7 lis fifty yards distant.
There are no restrictions as to crew except |
that oely Corinthians may steer,

I to he won twice, This is the first
hus beén in competition and oncflr
been marde by Judge hg‘oore. Paul |
and George \Watson. 1

in the class for road teams. Apo )
to be won twice is for combinatien g
and saddle horses. T.ast year this was won
by Vestu Tilley, owned by 0

young saurians and i8 not particular
whether they are his own or his neighbor’s
When by strate
|right fighting the mother
I re ' family safely into their natural element
are no restrictions as to size, numrber or |t is not long before the young soatter,
‘achts will be each to begin life on his own hook. At
form a favorite f6od for

“‘That's a sign that Sally knows about |
ousin Marcellus that somehow or other |
[ has slipped by me,’ says he, ‘hut lookin'’
hack.' says he, 'l kin recomember it now | mann
as bein’' unfailin'.' says he. ¢
“Cousin Marcellus stayed fer supper K carry lead line. compase, charts, foyx signal
s to him that she wished | two anchors and cables, one life preserver |
t, an' Uncle David says | on deck, the regulation lizhts and their | Sixteen feet in length.
it is greenish blac]

er of carrying #ails. ! y
thos l this period the i and Vesta Tilley will try aga!
rtles and the
When fully grown the alligator is about
In the adult stage
[ above, having lost the
yellowish color bands that belong ton its
Unless otherwine specified the riulea oruearlier years. Hunterssay thatalligators
row very slowly. attaining the first year
length of about one foot,
eet in length they are said to be from ten
[to fifteen years old. while those twelve
| feet long are supposed to be 76 or more.
the over all length the nearest half foot Their normal life is estimated at from 100
be | to 150 years.
Alligator hunting originally began as
po Then some one tanned the skin
and found that it could be
ed on. as it must be, at |
night, the hunt is pictureaque.
the hunters fasten

mal is attracted by the
by hitting it in the eye wit!

orches are often used. Sometimes the
hunter lures the alli
of the water by “telephoning to the gator,”
a8 il in caiied

An alligator is always attracted by the
peculiar grunt which the young alligators
make, for there is no sort of food
better than newly hatched gator.
hunter takes a long slender pole and leta
f it down very quietly into the
g The other end he places between | Ben
his teeth and imitates the grunt of the
ators. The old fellows easil
the call and come up to feast on the
they think are there.

In catching them alive hunters fre-
quently lasao them while asleep on the
bank or on a log. When aslesp in their
holes in the mud they are occasionally
drawn out by means of an iron hook.
These holes "are easily found. Some-
times the grasa is set afire and the animAls
seek the water.

After the alligator is caught the hunter
in sport sometimes mounts it, using the
reptile’s fore feet and
is needless to sa

an’ Aunt Sally sa
he'd stay all nig
he mowt as well, long as he was | cabin Attines, tanks, &o.,
there, but Cousin Marcellus looked at|places.

| the sky an’ the p'int the wind was comin’ |
from and says no, he'd better go back | iy,
home, he guessed, as he hadn't calc'lated |
on stayin’, an' so he didn't stay.
went out Uncle David saya:

in' first thing

| yes, In their usual

of ahsolutely unfamiliar names,
gibilities, that he will try out for the
national show in London. A few o g
vorites and headliners appear, !

Yacht Racing ¢ Association of Long g
1sland Round will govern.

Uertiticates of | f
measurement

viving over all and water
|} d, i

line length will be required, but in figuring hordsfiesh and until each class o6

the ring it _is impossible to say w

| to-m
outcome will be

held tourna- | ‘The allowance will

; sign'll be right or else Marcellus ' will be taken.
championship ‘would 'a’ stayed,’ says he, an' if he felt | twelve minutes for each over all foot.

that penetratin’ an’' reproachin’ eve of
Aunt Sal

it, fer

will recelve a 6 per cent. allowance addi- |
| tional and auxiliaries 5 peraent.
Auxiliaries must report to the ecommittee
on the morning of the race
i for the ensealmiant of the enrines. Seals
"will be removed by the comuittes only at
| Block Island. There are five prizes ofiered
| for this 1ace and therc is a special prize
handicap rlass sailin

h " it ey by oy 3
hig :r:n‘;v%nnn?xl-w t't‘\% d;:(\'t'.}s'ﬁ:ggs‘:. ! the Judge Moore entries, in all v
kind as he went-sut to feed the pigs.

“Rut he ain't feelin’

hefore 9 o'clock

to b
'}:ho-phate, Whitehall A{.i »
ady Seaton, Lonsdale, Chic ‘t;,
Cyrus, Statesman, llashnt, w no
lomat, Senator, Orator, Debator :

Diomed
burg, Maril, and besides these

that wav now.
n to drop in on Uncla
nd him crossgraineder
than an old speckled hen that’'s bound
| to set an' won't be let to—though it ain't | vision and a special prize for the best ¢lapsed
no ways likely at that that he'd be so
onpolite an' onsociable as to lot you set
[there with vour threat full o' dust an’
: all a-crackin' an’ not let
In either case the Ameri- | the cider pitcher or the
L hehind the door with the corncob stopper
will hapuen | in it was settin' there for!”
The Pochuck chronicler paused.
the souvial amenitios

David now you'd

Fntries will close with H. A. Jackson, Jr., tor to the surface |
| 409 Pearl street, on June 15,

fhe power boat race, which will be the
aecond over this course
| presented b
| open to orn

on know what

il b -
ttle valler jug w efora cup

ming Day and
ing rower hoats enrolled in
"any recognized ¢lub of not less than 25 nor
| mora than 40 feet over all, with
| water line beam not less than one-
| water line length.  This cup has to be won
| twiee over this course by the same owner to
me his absolute property,
club will give a second prize if five

e
The course is the same as for the sail-
hoat race, starting froin
and finishing as the sailboat men
been Instructed. The warning signal will
450 o'clock and the
t ¢ Id | sent away ten minutes later.
| harrowin' again and seedin’ down their | these Loats must be not less than three, and
| farms to grow their own feed for their |in the event of the owner not being on board
his representative must be a member of a

Boatr must Le propelled
| by explosive engines operated by gasolene,
All fuel must be cur-
ried in tanks perinanently piped and con-

Farmer ill Leonard
said to Farmer Seely Hunter that the way
rice of feed kept

goin’ up first thing t

they'd have to go to The crews on

Flupter said
that was 8o, and it 'd be harl on a good
| many farmers too,
forgot how to do it,
dispenser of Pochuck happenings swal-
lowed hard and said:

“Yes, you'd find Uncle David anything
but a joy and a pleasin’ thing if
drop in on to him now.

| cattle; | recognized club. lassood ds the

The ocustodian and | S yrene o sloohol.
legs as reins.
that it is only by the
exercise of considerable skill that the hun-
ter keeps his seat through the struggles
tile, apd if care is not u
evelop into tragedy.
Alligators three feet and more in length
killed at once and the hide
of the hide except the
of the back, whioh is ve A
The hide is salted, and is then in condition
for sale to the buyers, who aré usually
. who furnish provisions
and ammunition in exchange.

The hides ran
from 20 ocents

Lach boat must carry on deck or tow a
tendor not less than ten feet
anchors and cables, the regulation |
one life preserver for each member o
line, compasa, charts, bucket,
fog signal, two fAire extinguishers and their
cabin fixtures,
_ Competing yachts must report for
napection al the New York Athle
ouse at ‘I'ravers Island before 3 o’'clock
on the day of the race.
will be accordin
can Power Boa

Yisterday [ was

enin’ up his sucker spear an' Aunt Sal
hollers to me from the house:
“'Rhadamanthus,’ she hollers, ‘soon as
it done there go right away an’ kill
I want it for dinner.
one,' she hollers.
i says all right, an® 1 was chucklin’
Thete s no match in sight | fer joy too, fer it had been quite a apell
back sence we'd had chicken fer dinner,
an’ Uncle David turned to me, chucklin’,
defenting filher, 100, but not with the kind o' joy that
Browne at the Queen'« and Prince's eourts, | was movin' me.
Tn the el\ r-ulns a-fln n~h'rhllmvm{Ju‘m's.-',’i'h«xtmi- |
nounced rthat he w not instston the e - "ai ' ai ' O i ’
fOniar OInE o LaAIN t plar Bit thet ks ;{ll" | an onfailin’ sign o’ Cousin Marcsllus,” he
Jamaetjiis playing with his
The time would seeam pro-
vitiousforatripio England by George Stand -
American nrofessional champion, or
one of the minor men.

you
a ch

hlgl

Time allowance
to the rules of the Ameri-
Ampociation, igured at 80
per cent. of the tables, with the constant of
two stroke engines ar %50.
A measurer of 4 reco
naval architect mus

looks as If this would he one of the very
atorekeepers, best of New York s
he constant of hows for some veary %
nized club or reputable
be in the hands of the
committee not later than June 13 and no
unmeasured boats will be allowed to start.
According to the conditions a erviser is
a hoat bullt and used for crnising, with
trunk cabin houase, self-bailing cockpit and
general living, sleeping and cooking ac-
commodations,
| be accepted sublect to Inspection
o046 on June 15 with H. A,
ear! atreet, or Walter M.

in value to the hunter
r a three foot hide to
$1.25 fora hi-le seven feet or more in length.
The filve and six foot hides are the most
desirable, as the larger hides have a hard

iece of bone in the square checks on the [ N

ide, and it is impoasible to sew through
Nearly all of the tanning is done at

oftem breught in,
and these are worth about 8 gents apiece.

here ia a new fashionahle intersst Inm
and the Riding and Driving Club is o
top of popularity. Folldwing are box o‘ -
ers up to date: No. 1, W. O
“'Rhadamanthus,’ he chuckles. ‘that's (’:'iu‘r'ief?'.'?:i‘lh%"'»"'\{‘ 1§ ﬁm%l"ﬁ'lwo' -
No, 8, (‘hﬁlmers ﬂd' : No. 1. William ¥

vkman: Nos, 8 and », the ind § %
Col. William Hoster: No. |:. B';iw'ler’:! (.B"bul -
glunl\o: No.&z, Panl Ford: N

0. 18, ¢t. H.

chuckles. 'Your Aunt Sally don't g
have chicken fer dinner this time o’ year,
when the hens is all layin’ or hatehin’

ore chickena, unless it's a s

he ohuokles.

Newark, N. J.
Young alligators

\ - AR 1: No. ;
ey hto. 30,6 W, La Wrohie

It tolrycan{il the
proper or you
will thrive even in unnatural ¢ .
. Its main requirement is sufs
ficlent heat. Its diet should oconsist of:
bita of fresh meat, insects and wo .
often show great fondness for
earthworms and will

tention other than this.
Alligators’ teeth, which are secured
burying the head until they have r¢
out, are of fine ivory and valued fo
carving into ornaments., They are wo
to the hunter about $2 a pound—from
f&r to seventy-five teeth. The d ;
not buy v':? many of them as there !
but a limi demand. At one tim
the paws were saved and mounted

Both M&tui::l eullm éaten by &
reons, uires a very
p:omnohto l't:‘hfld le, 1o

Behie ke ‘troes: lose
ther tem‘gtlng 4

':vari
Alli
the

te wi
gator
rice bird

soil sh:

The
alight upon it. When the
is there the big beast turns
Just as the birds scramble off th
opens its mouth once, oy

The birds are neat little feeds
alligator is an epioure at this t
year. The rice bird diet makes
of its tail tender and sweet. :

In St. Augustine is an alligatos
one of two in the United States, the ot!
being at the Hot Bprlnr in Ark:
Here the alligators are kept tﬂ D
ment until large enough for 2

It will probably be news to many
Floﬁdnhun?{memﬂnollh o
odile family. is animal was firsf
posed to be confined to the West
and South America, but it has'
casionally captured on the pe:
Florida. It is e disting
from the alligator by :

BROOKLYN'S HORSE SN

Driving Club This Week.
The seventeenth annual exhibition of

This year the show promises more

{ordinary interest. It has attracted hom
|lovers in great numbers ahd they
| been very liberal with their entries |

Herbert L. Pratt, Miss Emily Bedford.
Rufus 1. Patterson. As Judge
and Paul A. Sorg have entered geéners
in the same classes the competition b
these two will be very keen. 3
The judges are: Harness horse ¢
nald C. Vandervilt, J. W. Ogden, E. 8
MecVicker and Theodore Frelinghuysen: 8

jon s

It is done so that the judges will nog

e

£

Another cup is for four-in-hands

ese three

in th
There is a cup to be won twice for n

saddle ho which_last ¥ W, X
Night th‘er owned by ni?-’ &m
Cartledge. Mrs. (‘crﬂedﬁe has no' enti
this year, but Chalmers Dale, w

the cup, and Mrs. Dale have e
a

rse. ’
udge Moore has entered a long ste

like Mongl
aul Sorg has any number of noveltiss f

All this premises a luy-se nhtl)‘x r
reat interest, The tandems a O
promise to be especiall

arness, there are e alot
e

Wellingstein,” Humboldt, HE
nown and capital harness pony

antam.
In the ring against these Paul A.

wii! place his Tease, Vanit N
T;nt"llm Dignity, ny Toh S

ol anh
{al Oak, Pioneer, Oak, Jim Sel
alty Bates, Pilgrim, Thistle and Pre¢
The cream of the other h-mem by
O}

are Miss Emily Bedford's Hil
Snapshot an(g Rifle; Tonzo Sauv
Nelson and Gr

and Duke, (ieorge 0N

Hur, Blood Royal, Royalty, Lady Sui
olk and Frances Starr; Mrs. H. 8, )
au Brummell, Herbert L. Pratt's Lad

v po-
g.ocene. F.Qﬂ?:mm'l ab and Trixey;

ries Oakdale,

and their monnts here including M

ford's Miss Ann, Bob, Trousseau; Ru{

Patterson’s Durham. Harvey Ladew’

liance; Mrs. Charles F. Hubbs's Gold

and Fantasy: Mizq Elfrieda W eber's

son: Williame A. Jamison’s Silver

Mra. Charles F. Cartledge’'s Night

Pau! D. Cravath’s Justice, Hero and

land: Joseph l.arocque’s Somerset: ]

Joseph K. Davis's Veata Tilley; Klnngr‘ y
A

here are many high grade hor . the
msaddle and jumping classes, the -,xulaw

wan’'s The Baron: Mrs. Kingsl
.ady Baba: Miss Tillie an'eﬁ’ﬁﬁ'
Jenise, Thomas J. Feroe's R v

Altamont: 8. C. Pirie's King M r::
Bumpkin. 3.

An_ extra saddle class has been

for club menthers only and a

5, BT g el o

or 8 ar ig9 e > V

Nt Caityn . ot S e el
s Caroline Weber, the s908

rrg (‘i,“\"“ L. Cartledge and Mrs. !;l -

m

me, Misa Elifrieda e{mr. i

‘From the demand for seats and hoxes it

int. of view of attendance. (n

G. Foater: No. 2,

ale: No. ¥, William
o

Coote; No. 23, W lsh&'n';i."‘%ni!f




