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* they shall vote?

- Michigan,

: Hampshire, New, /Jersey,

" MAY VOTE NOW

. ’Extnnt and Some Results of

the Suffrage Movement In
the United States.

FULL RIGHTS INFOUR STATES

Partial Rights in 28 Others
. -—General Testimony That
.,Ilt Helps the Schools.

The System Called a Fallure in Colorado,
Which Gives Full Suffrage—In Other
States With Full Exercise Opinions
Differ as to Success—Moderate
Ameunt of Independence Exercised—

i 'Im Colorado Only Do Women of the

| Underweorid Vete—Loulslana's Tax-
‘" paying Wemen Have Done Excellent
“Werk In Promoting Public Health.

Amid the din and clamor that is going
on over woman suffrage perhaps it is
just as well to know something of the
results of women's voting as it actually
exists in this country. Many questions
confront the inquisitor:

! ' Has woman suffrage bheen a success

- 'In those States where the full exercise

. is '‘permitted? Do the women exercise
their right independent of husbands or
family? Do the poor womeyt go to the
polls in as proportionately large numbers
an the wall to do? Are the women of the

underworld desirous of voting and do the |

police dictate the candidates for whom
Is the political atmos-
phere any purer as the result of adoption

«~ ©f woman suffrage’

These and similar questions are an-
swerad in the material printed herewith,
gathered by THE SuN's correspondents

is exercised completely or in part.

There are four States in which women
have the full suffrage, Idaho, Colorado,
Utah and Wyoming.

In twenty-eight States and one Terri- was universal before. The candidate |candidates to please

tory, Arizona, they may vote on school
questions. These are Colorado, Con-
necticuat, Delaware, Florida, lowa, 1lli-
nods, Indiana, Idaho, Kentucky, Kansas,
1 Massachusetts,
""hi;ipl')'i. Montana, Nebraska,
Morth Dskota, Oklahoma, Ohio, South
Pakota, Utah, \'f'rmo‘r:_
Wisconsin and Wyoming. Of

four States where full suffrage is

are included.in theé list.

/"‘_ﬁi “Louisiana women taxpayers wmay
‘yote on taxation questions only. In Jowa
Mg,hey may vote on bonding matters.

. l&.:m:mlleoota they may vote for public

. Jorary- trustees.

In Kansas they may
ote at municipal elections and on bonding

: m In Montana they may vote on
bonding questions.

- In one respect there seems to be a una-
mimity of opinion: the schools of States

_where the women vota on such matters |

have been improved greatly as a result
Many women have become school super-

New York,

Washington, |
1

vote solely on matters of taxation. Ry
thia means New Orieans finally secured
good sewerage and good water. The
school buildings have been improved and
the general health of comnrunities has been
improved vastly. That kind of woman
suffirage has been of great advantage to
Louisiana.

Here are the reports for the reader to
form his own conclusions about woman
sufflrage as it exists at present in the
United States.

SUFFRAGL
Division of Opinion in Idaho—Falluke In
Colorado—Doubt in Utah,

Boise, Idaho, April 24.—Equal suffrage
was granted women in this State in 1806
by constitutional amendment and women
first voted in/18p8. They are qualified
to holds any elective or appointive
office and have been most ‘generally
elected as State and county school super-
intendenta and county treasurers.

As a rule the women vote generally
in about the same proportion as the men.
They take gfeat interest in politics and
attend the political meetings in large
numbers and are generally becoming
informed on subjects of political economy
and vote independently of the politics
or opinions of their husbands.

Some crities of woman suffrage in this
State declare that it gives preachers too
much political influence; that the preach-
ers propose reforms that are impossible,
such as getting rid of women of the under-
world and kindred subjects, and that they
bring the churches too close to matters
with which churches should have noth-
ing to do. It is aJso declared that in spite
of this political influence of preachers it
does not seem that better men -are nomi-
nated than before. To such critics the
reply is made that in course of timme and
with more education' im political matters
this trouble will be overcome.

The equal franchise has of course given
the Mormons a greatly increased vote,
as the Mormon men and women vote
almost as a4 unit, sometimes with one party
and sometimes with the other,

Women of the underworld are not per-
mitted to vote as they cannot take “the
elector's oath when registering.

S0 far as the experiment has gone it has
shown that women are not as independent
| in politics as men, voting the ticket regard-
{ legs of the men on it or the principles
jof a political nature which are involved.
( Most of them are Republicans or Demo-
| crats because their parents were, ignoring
| the politics of the husband.

IN FULL STATES.

of the question Held by those who are
opposed to woman suffrage.

in Denver, where the better classes united
and swept the fleld with their jcandidate.
In these elections it was to some extent
inspiring to see women go to the polls
with husbands “or male relatives and
not only cast their ballots for the man
they wanted to elect but also labor
among their friends to secure votes for
him. They even took interest in the
Judges, clerks and precinct workers,
sending them refreshments and cigars.

But such ocourrences have been rare.
The rule has been that respectable women
who vote are strong partisans, are driven
to the polls by relatives or selfish con-
siderations, or vote to helpneedy relatives
or fMends who plead that retention in
office hinges upon ability to get out votes.
In these cames principles and personal
character of candidates cut no figure,
it is simply a question of getting the
women to the polls by hook or by crook.

The beatowal of the ballot on women
practically doubles the fleld of the corrupt
party boes, and the campaign committees
make large appropriations for toggery
for influential clubwomen and, for candy
for other. women voters, so that dress-
makers and confectioners are heartily in
favor of woman suffrage.

8o far as woman suffrage in large
cities. is concerned it is the opinion of
many who have made & close study of
the subject in all its phases that it is
practically an unmixed evil. There is so
little that can be said i its favor and so
much that can be proved against it that
ite advocates are simply overwhelmed
whenever the nmtter is discussed fully
and fairly.

The officeholders of the equal suffrage
States—that ig the United States Senators,
Congressmen, Governors and legislators—
oppose woman suffrage but dare not
gay 8o. They go on the stump and prov
fess go favor it, but whenever they find
a chanoce to fight it without being found
!out they may be found arrayed against it.
It is a fact that when asked by intimate
{friends or by persons they have con-
fidenoce in “if they believe in equal sufirage
nine out of ten of them will answer
unqualifiedly in the negative.

The most earnest advocates of woman
suffrage lay great streéss upon ita benefits
to the small cities, towns and villages,
but there is no strong evidence that they
aresright. On the contrary, it may be
said that four-fifths of these places would
be better off without it. The petty
| quarrels and jealousies of the people of

There have been one or two elections

There is a restriction upon this right,
as a woman to vote must have ohildren
of school age or be herself the owner of
! taxable property. This practically bars
the so-called immoral women from par-
ticipation.

So far as this experiment is concerned
it has been a failure. As a rule the women
do not participate in school elections
. where use of the ballot is necessary.

They attend in small numbers the an-
nual meetings at which school trustees
are elected in the country districts. In
the cities they turn out to vote only when
some matter of special interest is in-
volved or a woman is a candidate, and
then the vote is not very large. -

The explanation of this lack of isterest
is that thereis no special incentivesincein
most instances all they can dois to choose
between candidates selected by the men.
Here and there in the State a woman is
found upon a school board, but in a num-
ber of these cases it is due to the special
activity either of the woman herself as
interested in school work or to the
desire of some woman’s club to secure
representation on the board. AU

The indifference of the women has been
due largely to the fact that until the recent
enactment of the direct primary law they
had no hand in the selection of candidatea
for the school board. That duty was
usually performed at the fag end of a city
convention composed of delegates in the
selection of whom women had no part.

In those elections at which there has
been .an unusual women's vote cast the
balloting has been confineg largely to the
clubwomen or thosee interested in school
work, the poorer classes evincing very
little concern. As theee women voters
are usually independent thinkers their
choice i8 more likely to be followed by
their husbands than they are to follow
the choice of the men.

The public schools of the State have
as a rule been free from graft. TheState
Constitution provided a large endowment
fund from land, and special pride is
taken in barring out the politicians from a
part in the management of the schools.

The Nebraska Equal Suffrage Associa-
tion is a well organized body intent upon
two things, the granting of muflicipal
sufirage to women by statute and the
elimination from the Constitution of any
sex distinction between voters. Fach
legislative session has found it with more
! votes, and at the sessjon just closed both
| bills passed the House and were killed in
ime Senate by the narrow margin of two

orthree votes,
! The indications are that suffrage will

wocal option and prohibition receive | the hamlets always have a direct in-|be granted to Nebraska women in a very

I
'a great deal more attention than financial
| or tariff® questions, but there are many
clubs for the purpose of educating women
on economic guestions.
‘ Women make good school superin-
| tendents, as they attend to thelr duties

{ excellence in educational matters, conse-

| quently the public schools of ldaho are
gecond to noue in the Union.

[~ The equal franchise has completely

| eliminated saloon electioneering, which

 who would now attempt to secure votes
Ihy treating in saloons could hardly be
| elected to any oftice. The results of
I elections are more influenced by public
'meetiugs and personal work., Many

of the fact that it does not require that a
candidate use a large amount of money
in a campaign.

Here are two representative opinious

; Idaho. The first was written by 4 woman
who has voted at every primnary and regu-
lar .election since the franchise was

| granted to the womnen of Idaho:

| “It is well to start with the nngues-

tioned fact that ldaho should be able to

show the best results possible to secure |

.fmm the woman's vote. We have no

i paupers, few foreigners and the women |
are far above the average in intelligence |

|
| and ability.

“After years of experience the opinion
of the fair minded is divided as to the hene-
| fits derived from equal suffrage.
“I bLelieve the majority of men and
!women would agree that the: political
| atmosphere is no clearer or purer and
!that the class of men nominated for office

' fluence upon the ballot, and in most cases
| this influence is detrimental to the in-
! terests of the community.

l The immoral women are usually forced
to vote, and in many Denver elections

| have been fairly herde(l.tu the polls by

in various States where woman suffrage | strictly and take a great pride in achieving ! policemen and compelled to vote ac-

| cording to orders,

l Women in voting obey or disobey their

| husbands just as thoy do in other matters

jand it requires argument to cenvince

Ithem that they should change their

their husbands.

(Colorado has the Australian ballot, but
the bosses manipulated the law so that it is

leasy for insiders to learn just how every
person voltes,

| Savr Lage Tirv, Utah, 24—

April

Minnesota,  pecple consider this a great improvement | Woman suffrage in Utah dates back to
New | from the imoral point of view, and because | early Territorial days, when the® Mormonr

Iwith the largest number of wives had
Cnmost influence in polities,  Under present

Leonditions, with polygamy almost elimi- |

Inatad, the question of woman suffrage is

course | as to the resulta of woman suffrage in !Bti” debatable in this State,

| ‘The ract that there are thrse distinct
| political parties in Utah without refer-
lence to the Socialists and smaller organi-
| zations renders it difficult to detsrmine
the exact effect of any factor in polities.
' The matter is further clouded
natural reticence of men in publie life
who are opposed 1o woman suffrage but
cannot afford to go on record with such
views in this community.

‘Here almost every political question
is firgt considered with reference to the
'Mormon Church,  Persons antagonistic
| to the Church insist that woman suffrage
'gives it an undue advantage
| It is puinted out that wom=n are more
isusceptible than men to ecclesiastical
linfluence, and that therefore the large

l!_lhldpnh. and the opinion is general| g 1,6 Leiter than Lefore the franchise | families common among the Mormons

that it has been decidedly uplifting

These women attend to business strictly; | woman’s vote has not proved the ‘big tica

they do not mix in politics.
~It.ie also the opinion that where women

,Mn been elected to other couniy offices,
_ much as treasurer or register, these offices

bhave been managed well and solely for

- the publio good.

'was given to women. The fact is, the
stick’ that we hoped it wounld be in fore-
ing the politiciaps to fear the unknown

| strength of that vote if aroueed.

i *Without doubt the ward politician
is satisfied with conditions a9 they are,
for greatly to their credit. women are

easily fooled by the unscrupulous. A

| increasa the power of the Church in poli-
It is undeninble that the propor-
tionate vote cast by Mormon women is
| greater than that of non-Mormon women.
"The Mormon@women walk to the polls,
| while many gentile women remain away
| unless carriages are sent for them.
Although the Republican and Demo-
cratic parties maintain their organiza-

"The reports show that woman suffrage ' primary ticket with many objectioname  tion in Utah. party lines are largely lost

‘has not made the political atmosphere

| men on it representing queslionable in-

|sight of owing to she intense feeling de-

or purer. 'lt. ig rare that better | terests can be elected by the simple ex- { veloped over local questions. On moral
men have been nominated for office as the | edient of adding the name of one good | questions and siuch matters as education

. pesult of women voting.

Tn the States where full suffrage is al-

Jowed there is no testimony that the jon party or selfish lines; some vote for a | civic standards.
In Colo- | principle, others as their men desire, a | isalso apparent in the general atmosphere
In Denver the | fow on sentimental grounda and still | of the voting placea.

is an admitted snccess
‘rado it is called a failure.
womén of the underworld aro sent to the

. . polls by the police.

In Idaho the women vote as freely as

| tnan and calling it the church ticket.
“Generaly the women vote as do men,

fewer on the cut of a man’s hair or the
| fit of his collar.
“Upon all public questions it i8 greatly

|and prohibition the women are un-
| doubtedly a factor on the side of higher
Their goad influence

'i In the determination of the broader
[ political quesations most women seem con-
| tent to accept the judgment of their hus-

the men, but there is no appreciable re- t) the happiness of family life that women | bands. Hardly a case is known of a mar-

sult ‘of this fact.
'fqmgn vote far more freely than gentile
women, and they votd

the suffrage movement.

G

‘women oxercise the sufirage in part the
vating is largely confined to clubwomen,

The so-called poor wot:en, except in Kan= |

sas, do not vote.

. "Rich women and clubwomén are chiefly

A0 - -

_ those who take advantage of their oppor-
tunity. /A large number of Women in
Jowa, forexample, are clamoring for the
anffrage. At the recent election in Des
Moin's, a city of nearly 100,000 people,
only 130 women voted on school matters,
In Detrouit out of a female population of
200,000 only 6,000 registered.

The general opinion seems to be that the
women soon tire of voting.

Only .in Colorado do the women of the
underworld vote to any ex‘*ent. A oro-
vision rthat woren voters shall be mothers
of children of school age or sha'l be tax-
payers shuts out the undesirable women
elsewliore, It has alko been found that
these do not ¢are to exercise the suffrage,
Jreading, as is their nature, the whole-
some Lichi of day upon their lives,

The helief is general that women as a

rule exercise moderate independenca in |

voting. ‘There i8 a complaint in !daho
that the preachers sway them, and of
conrge in Utah it is taken as a matter of
course that the Mormor women 1ake or-
ders (rom the Church.
Srates, like Nebhraska, the husbands are
aid on the other hand to follow tha wives
iR voting on school matters,

)ﬁ many Staes the politiciana are jug-
gling' with the suffragists, passing their
bills ih one house of a Legislature and kill-
ing them in the other, In no State is there
anything especially virile in the move-
ment as a matter of politics.

Froni one State only ia there a report of
complete succeas. That State is I ouimi-
’axm. where the women taspn, ors moy

B ) o it S e s e ltiall

as they are mld.i
The result is not @lculated to advance  who has had much to do with. public |

In some of the'

| men as just and final.”
i The following was prepared by a man

matiers in Idaho since Statehood, Lut

' sought an office:

i *1 worked to get the equal suffrage
measure passed and am sorry for it,
and like every one else here cannot see
that it has bettered anything, but would
not make any effort to take the franchise
away again.

“About a8 large a proportion of women
vote as of men- -the politiciaus think the
i woman vote is easy. The husbands
think their wivee vote as they wish them
to, but no one knows how a woman votes,
not even the woman herself.

“There are no so-called classes in ldaho
—no rich, no poor—-and to talk abont the
| vote of the immoral women is trifling;

the few there are play Loth sides.
| “The political atmosphere has not
ilmen clearer since we have had equal
| suffrage, and I can say to you New York
people that you cannot gel the true value
of the woman vote until the fact is recog-
nized that women are unmoral.
“If you have in New York any women
{ who will not smuggle or whom yon can
convince that smuggiing is wrong you
| will be safe in giving them the vote.”
| Donver, Col., April 24,—Public opinion
[ in Colorado is divided on the question
| of woman suffrage. There are many who
consider woman suffrage a delusion and
a snare. They declare that the demoral-
izing effect it has on a large body of women
and men ar well more than countferacts
| any good which the use of the ballot con-
| fers upon a few women.
| “The traditional chivalry of the true
‘ Western man revolts at the spectacle of
women wallowing in the mire of ward
| politics, and the certain effect must be
| constantly to .lessen the chivalric apirit
of the rising generation in the Weat,”
in e proscion of Wae Liey of.one phase
» Fowaii e 3

.
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In Utah the Mormon  voters usually accept the opinion of their | ried woman differing from her husband

to the extent of affiliating herself with
!a different political party.

The women of the underworld are used
by unscrupulous politicians. They afe

‘Jt has also been found that where| who is not-a politician nor has he ever ! ready to vote as a unit for the party

lsf.anding for a wide open town and are
likely to be a factor to be reckoned with
in the particular ward in which they are
established. )
! Clibwomen devole some attention to
' practical politics, but as a class seem more
linterested in the art and architecture of
| ancient Egypt thag in the local pure food
| laws, public health measures and juvenile
teourfs. Women of the poorer classes are
largely prevented from taking any active
part in politica by the demands of the
day's work and unless subjected to un-
usual influence cut lirtle figure. s

A majority of the qualified women
cast their votes and except where the
peculiar local conditions intervene the
general effect of their voting is toward
a higher level of civic affairs.

At the time of the constitutional con-
vention in 1896 Brigham H. Roberts and
others of the more liberal leaders of the
Mormon Church made a fight to have
woman suffrage postponed until such
time as the question of Church interfer-
ence In polities should be definitely set-
tled. They did not openly announce their
motive, but were influenced by the belief
that woman's greater susceptibility to
acclesiastical influance would tend to pro-
lorg the settlement of this vexing ques-
tion. They were outvoted by the more
radical Mormon element which controlled
the convention.

VOTE ON SCHOOI. MATTERS.

Lack of intereat In Nebraska-—Decided
Success In Wisconsin.
Lincoun, Neb., April 24.—-Women can
vote in Nebraska only for candidates
for membership in the boards that have
o9

RS Simenn e hy

by the!

ol and ditgcjion of the_schoolp. | for the purpose of solemaly signing
SRR o ni

| few vears. There is a growing tolerance
| among men toward it. This is perhaps

due more to the conviction of the women's
I‘inherent right to vote than to any belief
|that a majority of the women really
! demand the ballot. .

It is within the bounds of possibility
| that the campaign of 1910 will find the
| Republicans pledged te woman suftrage.
!The lineup of the brewing and distilling
! interests with the Democrats in the last

campaign, bringing a strength sufficient
| to defeat the Republicans, has crystallized

adetermfation among Republican leaders

'to punish those interests, and granting
the ballot to women/it is helieved, will
| mean county option and then prohibition
'in Nebraska. Fvidence of this determina-
tion is found in the fact that alinost eyery’
| Republican voted for woman suffrage in
iboth houses at the late session of the
Legislature. :

MiLwavkeE, Wis,, April 24, Voting by
| women has proved succesafut in Wiscon-
| sin as far as the experiment has been
/made., The wowmen have the right of
suffrage on «uestions relating to the
i schools, and the ballot has only been
sought as a mle by clubwomen and those
| especially active in school work.

There is a prospgfct that women will
get the right to vote at all elections for
! Srate officers or officers of a lower rank.
"A bill has passed the Senate providing

\

Qi
polls, a procedure which aroused no small
indignation upon the part of their hus-
bands when the matter leaked out. T
incident gave rise to considerable news-
paper criticiam,

A movement i3 now under way among
the people of Grosse Pointe, a fashionable
place about ten miles out of Detroit,
whersby convertsare being rapidly made
tothe suffrage cause. As themovement is
only in an embryo stage it cannot yet be
ascertained whether the women con-
cerned in it would face the questionable
treatment accorded to visitors at certain
of the polls.

About 6,000 women registered in Detroit
at the March primaries out of a feminine
population of 200,000. Many of these
were clubwomen and the others were
simply “pluggers.”

The attitude of the men is tolerant.
At the comstitutional convention held
at the State Capitol toward the closa
of 1908 not a voice was raised in protest
against the extension of women’s rights,
and many arguments were advanced in
ita favor.

Women vote as their husbands, in al-
most every case; and stanchly support
them in the event of their running for
office.

The so-oalled immoral woman does not
vote in Detroit. Two years ago shemade
a try at it, but the attempt was an utter
failure. It happened this way:

A politician canvassed the red light
district for supporters and transported
about fifty women to the booths of their
districts, where they voted, with the re-
sult that a scandal was threatened for a
time. The matter was eventually hushed
up, but the women were strictly pro-
hibited from making a reappearance at
the booths. These women in Detroit
are at the mercy of the police and have to
obgy ordgrs.

SCHOOLS AND TANES.

Kansas Women lndependent —-Towa's In-
different-— Also Montana's.

Torexa, Kan., April 24.—At its recent
session the Kuansas Legislature refused
to extend the elective franchise to the
women who appealed to it for the right
to vote for Presidemtiul electors.

Throughout the session a lobby com-
posed of twoscore of the prominent club-
women and suffragisis of the State main-
tained headquarters in a room in the State
Housreand appealed for the right to partici-
pate in Presidential elections. ‘Telephoues
were installed in the room and the women
used them freely in calling up and talking
with members of the Senate and House.
The advocates of eyual suffrage did not
hope for the submission of a constitutional
amendment giving them the full fran-
chise, but they did expect to obtain the
right to vote for Presidential electors.

The women of Kansas may vote at all
municipal and school elections, and many
of them are members of =chool boards.
Women are gradually taking posrsession
of the office of county superintendent of
schools. They do not vote for this officer,
but they are highly gratitied that 35 aut of
105 county superintendents are women.
It is predicted that these oftices will all be
held by women within ten years.

A dozen or more women are holding
the offices of county and district court
olerk, register of deeds and county treas-
urer, and in one instance 8 woman held the
office of Probate Judge by appointment
from the Governor and issued licenses and
solemnized marriages.

There can be no question but thut the use
of the ballot by women in the town and
city elections in Kansas for members of
school boards and for Mayors and mem-
bers of the Council has been successful
and beneticial from the point of view of
temperance and morality. Not 5 per
cent. of the intelligent women who vote
ca® their ballots for candidates who

for a referendum on this question, and | violation of the State prohibitory liguor
| the Assembly ix said to have practically i law.

lenough suffrage sentiment (o send the

[ bill to the voters of the State for decision ' do not vote mnless great interest hus he

in 1910,

The experiment of giving the ballot
| to women-in Wisconsin has worked well
ay regards the offices for which women
iv:‘m vote.  The women individnally and
| in their ¢lubs have evinced a’much greater
{interest in school affairs. Since women
| have had the right to vote several have
been elected county superintendents and
have given excellent service.

These women in their campaigns pay
| particular attention to the feminine vote,
Jund make ax active a campaign as any
"of the men Against whom they are pitted.
In many cases they are better politicians,
| this being due, their sisters say, to the
[ fact that they play an honest game in
| politices.
| Women as a rule do not pay much
attention to the election
chiefly of the clubwoman class, and these
women have too many ideas of their own
to be controlled by the wishes of their
husbands. They have succeeded in elect-

themselves a power in the board.

terest in the election.

the politicians decide to take advantage
of this fact could easily be barred from
voting. There has never yet been a case,
however, where a woman's vote has been
questioned. She enters the booth, marks
her ticket just like a man and passes out.

Some trouble is expected this year on
account of the voting machines. There
will be candidates for several judicial
offices and the woman who passes behind
the machine curtain might pull more levers
than those applying only to school elec-
tion. This may be remedied by requir-
ing the woman to vote on a paper ballot
instead of by machine. -

DerTroIT, Mich.,, April 24.—~Woman
suffrage has made alight headway in
Michigan. It is in the inciplent stage
of voting for school inspectors, which is
done languidly for the most part, and
only where there is vigorous campaigning
on the part of the men.

A bill is now before the Legislature
recommending thdt property owners
among women have the franchise in regard
to bonding iseues, and Detroit women
expeot shortly to exercise the franchise
in the matter of a new convention hall.

The women of Battle Creek will be per-
mitted to cast a baliot on one or two oivic
matters at the coming elections, but how
far they will avail themselves of the privi-
lege remains to be seen.

While representatives of the State
Suffrage Assooiation, composed chiefly
of women, warmly defend the purity of
the feminine vote as cast up to date,
opponents of woman suffrage find some-
thing to say on the other side. Thus
at the time of the Maroh primaries one
ambitious politician conveyed numbers
of ‘women of means and standing to a
beer garden on the ®ast side of the ocity

",

Toe vote is |

The larger proportion of the women

l

|

el State by the constitutional convention

available sitting or standing room, the
Senate slaughtered the resulution without
a word of debate. -

Mass meetings were immediately held
and legislators were denounced. Notice
was also served that a personal campaign
would be made against every Senator
who voted against the measure that is &
candidate for office at the expiration of
his preseut term

Interviews with members of the Legis-
lature do not reveal that individual con-
tempt for the woman suffrage idea which
their official actions might sometimes
suggest. They declare, in a majority of
instances, that the moment they are con-
vinced that anything like a majoritv of
the women desire the ballot the movement
will have their support.

Unfortunately for the women the school
election in Dea Moines held on Monday,
March 8, occurred while the Legislature
was in session. Des Moines has between
90,000 and 100,000 population. Of all tha
women who had the right to vote only 137
cared enough about the matter to go to
the polls. As Des Moines is the head-
quarters of the woman suffrage move-
ment in this State legislators used this
incident with considerable effect in show-
ing the generalindifféerence among women
toward the ballot. The light vote in Des
Moines i8 a sampleof the indifference
shown throughout the State.

It is noticeable that the women who
do vote are as a rule prosperous or at
least well to do. The women less well
off are not comspicuous at the polls, and
the sgo-called immoral women. pay no
attention to the privilege.

In fact the influence of woman at the
polls in Iowa is so inconsiderable that it
never seems to be taken into account
by the politicians.

HELENA, Mon., April 24.—There are
only two classes of elections in Montana
at which women may vote—school and
taxpayers’. Where any municipality holds
an election for the voting of bonds for any
enterprise women taxpayers may vote.
Likewise they may vote at all school
eleotions.

Several attempts have been made to
give women universal or equal suffrage
with men in this State, but they have
always failed in the Legislature. Ex-
United States Senator Wilbur F. Sanders
was a strong advocate of woman suf-
frage, and with his death several years
ago the movement seams to have lost
that leadership neces: to give the

project any great standing. While eight'

or even six years ago woman suffrage
was always the subject of a contest,
sometimes a bitter struggle, in the Legis-
lature, since the death of Col. Sanders
no bill has even been introduced.

Col. Sanders was one of Montana's
most positive characters, and when his
intereat was once aroused he moved
heaven and earth to accomplish his ends.
Judging by the progress he made it seems»
safe to predict that had he lived women
would now be on an equal footing with
men as regards the franchise.

So far as woman suffrage exists in
this State it is considered a success. That

women take it upon themselves to vote
when opportunity offers. Among the so-
called immoral women there is no ten-
dency to avail of this right save in ex-
ceptional cases.

The women who vote are doubtless
influenced more or less by their husbands
or male members of their family; but on
the whole they are independent. Were
the issvas extended along political lines
it is difficult to say what would be the
outcome,

VOTE ON TAXATION ONLY.
Taxpaying Women of Leoulslana Have
Used Suffrage Admirably,

NEW OnrpLEANS, April 24.~The only

form of -uﬂ'r)age possessed by the women |
represent the wet or liberal candidates, | of Louisiana is the right of taxpaying
those who are willing to wink at the!women to vote either in person or by

proxy on questions of taxation submitted,
such as bond issnes. This privilege was
accorded the taxpaying women of the

aronsed in favor of law und order, inof 1898 and was generally regarded as

which case the vote is hzavy.

The women | a graceful way of refusing a petition

who participate in thesa elections are | presented by Louisiana women, which
generally prominent in church und 4.~Xub§n~qum|ml that the educated taxpaying
work and are numbered among the most | woman be allowed to solve honorably
substantial families of the community. fand permanently the question of white

Very frequently they defeit the plans

of politicians who bave axes 1o grind,

and such politicians have notning but
condemnation for - the lawniuking body

which granted the limited franclise to
{taxation it has proved of inestimable

woimnen twenly years or more ago.

It is not true that only the so-called
“rich and respectable” women
terested in voting. The wives of the
middle classes, of merchants, clerks,
laborers and mechanics are equally in-

are in- '

terested in good government, and many

of them are®more solicitous about driving
out liquor)oinls and places that would

! entice their husbands and sons and take

!

the money needed in the home than are
their more wealthy sisters.

supremacy. X

While this small grant of sulfrage was
originally viewed as an almost useless
concession because in New Orleans at

least the State had reached the limit of |V

value.
granted when the return of yellow fever
after an absence of nearly twenty years
created consternation.

Senseless quarantines prevailed on all
gides, business was paralyzed and com-
mercial and property values fell tre-
mendously. It was realized that some-
thing must be done and done quickly

"to restore public confidence.

This crisis antedated the knowledge

Nbithes is it true that women of doubt- | that yellow fever was of mosquito origin.

their ballots.

The poor woman takes little or no in- | but the broportion is very small.

1}

ing two women to the Milwaukee school | ful character take advantage of this right The prevailing theory was that the fever
board, and these women have proved |to appear at the voting places and cast 'was a filth disease, and the business in-
A few of this class vote,  terests of New Orleans realized that to

restore the necessary public confidence

It is probable that one of the principal ' some form of hygienic regeneration must

wives. The spirit of

|

The woman voter in Milwaukee is faced | reasons for refusing women full fran- | be secured.
this year by a difficulty owing to a failure ; chise in Kansas is the fear on the part
to have a registration day.! The women [ol‘ the men that they would not be able
have no chance to register, and in case |at all {imes to control the votes of their | tem; a magnificent plan of drainage
independence is | was plodding along at a rate that would

New Orleans, although the domicile
of 300,000 people, had no sewerage sys-

strong in Kansas, and it is manifesied , have taken twenty years to carry it out;

nowhere so much as in the federated
clubs of the State. If women had the
frauchise in this State hundreds of them
wonld vote contrary to their husbanda’
wishes in Presidential elections, as they
do in local affairs.

As a net result the general political
atmosphere in the towns and cities of
Kansas has been made purer by the par-
ticipation of women in the election of
Mayors, members of the city councils
and in the selection of members of the
school boards. .

Drs MoiNgs, Ta., April 24.—The right
of women to vote in lowa is restricted to
the simple privilege of going to the polls
at the annual school election which occurs
on the second Monday in March and vot.
ing upon the question of bond igsues and
attempts to increase the tax levy.

Women are qualified under the statute
to hold the office of county recorder and
county superintendent of schools.

The Iowa Legislature has made a foot-
ball of the woman suffrage issue. Upon
the first day of the session suffrage leaders
have appeared with the request that a
constitutional amendment be passed
striking the word “male™ from the funda-
mental law of the Commonwealth. The
Senate and the House have taken turns in
shouldering responsibilty for its defeat.
At one biennial session the Senate passes
the resolution and the House dcfeats it.
At the nmext session the order has been
reversed. .

At the present session of the Legisla-
ture the women appeared with an un-
usually well organized and aggressive
lobby. The issue came to a vote and to
the chagrin of the women who had care-

8 fully packed the galleries and all other
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an imdequate water supply was also
a menace to the city's health. How to
secure these much needed municipal im-
provementa was the aueetion.

it was finally agreed to launch the
project of a two mill tax upon every
dollar of assessed property, which revenue
added to the money then available for
drainage purposes would provide the
means to insure a suocessful bond issue,
Here, then, with the woman's scrap of
suffrage pot six months old, an oppor-
tunity presented itself for its very valu-
able use. -

In special elections of this character
the law provides that a call for such an
eleotion must be made through a petition
signed by not less than one-third of the
taxpayers. It was here that the women
of New Orleans did good work, for
it is obvious that to persuade people
already taxed to the limit of the law to
vote to tax themiselves further is not
an easy undertaking.

In the development of the campaign
it was proved that the women taxpayers,
at the outset variously estimated at
from 1,000 to 5,000 in number, formed
nearly two-thirds of the taxpayers in
New Orleans. It was estimated that
25,000 was a liberal estimate of the total
xpayers, inoluding in the
igible to vote on licenses

and ba The actual number of
wo 4 proved to be 15,000.

It entirely through the
efforta women in parlor meetings

that the bul ‘of the petitioners wers se-
oured.sr j election the women voted
in corjed !Myaly iargé numbers in per-
son. oﬂct that New Orlesans is en-

joying to-day a drainage systezu nearing J
T o U P N i

in, a large proportion of the respectable | #Way with them.

/ : -t - > C o=
completion, & completed sewerage syston
and a filtered water supply is univ
admitted to be the work of New Orleans’y
voting women. A few years previously
wherr men taxpayers alone could vote
there was defeated a special tax of one mjjj
for the completion of the drainage, )

Many elections in the parishes haye
been, held for various improvemens,
since then, and the women have respondeq
in the most public spirited way. Upon
the authority of the late superintenday,
of elections it can be eaid that througy
women possessing this power the schpg|
facilities for the children of the State hava
been improved to a degree which coyl4
npt have been attained had the mnn"
mothers been deprived of their privilege,

The general opinion in Louisiana to-day
is that the granting of this suffrage righ;
to the women of the State haa heen of
great publio benefit.

Votes Rerused Minnesota Women,

St. Paun, Minn., April 2(.—-Womap
suffrage in Minnesota has gona down tg
defeat. Several bills were introduceq
in both branches of the State Legislature
at its present session. The cause hag
many advocates, but the movement wag
without leadership. The main bill wag
introduced in the Senate by Ole Sageng
and was defeated.

HATCHED OUT HAWKS' EGGS,

A New Yeorker, Cduntry Bern, Recalls o
Experiment of His Youth.

“Just for the mischief of the thing and

to see how she would act,” said a New York

citizen up State borm, “l being then s

'way back urchin of inquiring mind, |

set a pet bantam duck of mine to hatch. |

ing out a couple of hawk eggs. Whetheq
the experiment was a success in its re.
sults depends somewhat on the way yoy
look at it.

“I purloined the eggs from the hawk's
nest in an old dead tree back in the Bald
Hill woods when the old hawks were
off their job temporarily; but [ was in.
tercepted by them before 1 got down
out of the tree. They clawed and clutched
at ‘me the flercest kind, but 1 got away
with the eggs.

“I lost a yellow cordur(‘ cap I waa
wearing at the time, though, for it was
knocked off of my head or was snatched
off by one of the hawks—I don't know
which—and the old birds were making it
so warm for me that I didn’t dare stop
long enough to recover the cap but
journeyed out of those woods and home
with the eggs as fast as my legs would
let me.

“I hadn't thought of setting the eggs
under the duck, but she was making a
great fuss to set on something or other
and 8o 1 let her ease her longing with the
stolen hawk eggs. She went right at
the job, and T got the old gun and went
back to rescue my yellow corduroy cap,
which I was very fond of. The hawks
were nowhere to be seen when I got to
the spot: neither was the cap. 1 sup-
posed lhe‘mwkn. having no other way te
revenge themselves, had carried the cap
1 came home feeling
pretty sore.

“Theduck hatched the eggsout all right,
but the sight of the hig headed, big eyed,
big hookbilled, ferce looking pair of
cuiters she had brougnt into the world
gave her such a scare that she waddled
away as fast as her short legs would carry

| talk.

|

|
|
|

|t

|

| his cage up again

her, muttering al! sorts of agitated duck
Only once did she come back for a
look at that queer result of her incubation.
She approached the nest slowly and
cautiously. At the sign of her coming
both hawklings -there were only (wo--
threw their big beaks open. They were
ey pecting something to eat,

“The dnek turned and fled. She never
stopped until she got to the duck pond,
clear across the road. She plunged into
the pond, swam a few strokes and dived

tout of sight. I don't know whether she

thonght those bristling critters were hard
on her trail or not, but she dign't come to
the surface until she was half way across
the pond. There she rested and looked
back. Allthongh she saw she was safe
she never venturad closer to those hawk-
lings again than the edge of the pond.

“The experiment was a howling suc-
cess 80 far as the fun of it was concerned
anyhow, but I had the hawlks on my hands.
I conld have killed'em of course, and that's
what I would have done but I thought
maybe it would be nice to have a couple
of live hawks in captivity and 1 con-
cluded 1 would raise them.

“One of them died very young. The
other ihrived and grew to be a fine
specimen of a henhawlk under my care,
and 1 used to Eo out and look at him in
the big cage 1 kept him in, fastened toa
»ost in the back yard, and feel proud.

“One day along in July there came up
a gale that tore the hawk cage from its

Hardly had the privilege been | fastenings on the post and my hawk

escaped. He flew to the dead limb of a
all iree down back of the barn.

“He sat there looking so lonesome
and sorry that I scorned a suggestion
my folks made about taking the gun
making a sure enough good hawk of
him by killing him and went and rigg
and put some nice
chopped beef in it, believing that he
would return to his old home. I didn't
know hawks.

“He sat there so long and quiet that
I was on the point of gm’nq out and climb-
ing the tree and helping him back home
when out of the pond waddled my pet
bantam duck. She sauntered toward
the barnyard.

“I saw my hawk straighten up. Then
there was swoop, a squawk, a short strug-
ﬁle and away sailed the hawk with my

uck in his claws and he disappea
in the Bald Hill woods. 1 was very fond
of that duck,as I had been of my yellow
cotrduroy cap, and so her loss was another
blow to me. ) :

“About that time glaring big bills
began to appear on the barns and wagon
sheds announcing that the circus was
coming to town, and as father told me
I could go to town and see the circus
come in on show day and moreover cou

o Lo the show itself in the afterncon

began to feel better.

“Show day came and [ went to town
to see the show come in and with #o
shilling to go see it perform,

“By and by in the crowd of others
who “were waiting at the edge of town
to see the show come in what should
rise in full view of me but my beloved
and mourned yellow corduroy cap! It
orowned the woolly head of Black Dan
Sykee's boy Joe, w{o lived in the squat-
ters' settlement over back of Bald Hill
Forgetful of all else 1 made a grab for
that cap and got it. Black Dan's Loy Jo?
made a grab for me and got me .

“I never knew just how it happenec.
but when my cousin Sam Fletcher gof
me away from Joe both my eyes wert
going shutand they soon went entirely shut
and wouldn’t come open. It was a dav
or so before they did come all the way
open and then the show had come in, per-
formed and gone away. .

“That's about the way that experiment
of mine with hawk eggs and ducks panned
out. Whether It was a success or not
depends somewhat on the way you look
at it, as I said before.”

English Rallway Provides Them
Travelllng Children.

One of the English railways has pro-

vided an alleviation of the discomforts

of travel which does not seem to have
ooccurred to the compaaies in this coun-

for

try. It provides a box of toys with which
a ohild pl.mcy amuse ftaetd "during the
Jjourney.

The box contains a cardboard repro-
duction of one of the trains of the road,
also a station, and with little figures

assengers, guards, porters and new
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