W T

%
&
¥
?
§$
b
y

‘?’"‘3.

S

-~ D, YO

A

THE SUN. TUESDAY. JUNE 29, 1909.

TUESDAY, J(NP. 29 1900

Entered at the Post Offico at New \ ork as Becond
Clinss Mall Matter.

Sabscriptions by Mall, Postpaid,

—_—

eD.\IIJ. Per MONth.....oovuvivesrinniiins 80 50
DALY, Per Year. ......... Y TT I .. 8 00
SUNDAY, Per Year....... LA L 2 00

5 00

"DAILY AND SUNDAY, Per Year..........
DAILY AND SUNDAY, Per Month........ 50
Postage to forelgn countries added.
All checks, money orders, &c,, to be made
payable 1o THE SON,

Publistied by the Sun Printing and Publishing
{Assoclation at 170 Nassau street, in the Horough of
Manhattan, New York. President and Treasurer
of the Assoclation, Willlam M. Laflan, 170 Nassau
streel. ‘The ofMce of Secretary of the Assoclation
s temporarily vacant,

¢\ London office, FMngham House, 1 Arundel street,
Strand. The dally and Sunday SUN ave on sale In
London at the American and Colonlal Exchange,
_Caritonstreet, Regent sireet, and Daw's Steamship
SAgency, 17 Green Mreﬂ Lelcester Square.

Patis office, 32 Rue Louls le Grand. The daily and
{Sunday editl nn areon sale at Klosque 12, near the
Grand Hotel ¢ 77, Boulevard des Capucines,

mer c(el péra, and Klosque 19, Boulevard
es 1tallens, corner Rue Louls le Grand.

(]

I our friends who favor us with manuscripts for
Ppudlic wish to have rejected articles returned
Shey must in all cases send stamps for that purpeske.

| —

Pul;uo Opinfon of the Taft Income
Tax.

“For the énlightenmeat of our frienda
the conservative Senators—and they
shall be our friends till death us do part
—wae print this mérning another compre-
hensive exhibit of newspaper opinion
concerning Mr. TAFT'S8 proposed new
income tax. The tableau might easily
have been made ten times larger. We
believe ourgelves to be strictly within
the 1Ml of nioderate statement when
we say that there has not been for
many years so one sided an expression
of public sentiment about any important
measure suddenly sprung upon the
country. The protest has grown in
volume as the significance and tendenty
of the “Taft expedient have come to
be understood. It is.almost universal,
the dne or two exceptions to the de-
nugdiation of the Taft tax among newa-
papers of note being cases of unusual
docility and well known capacity for
deglutition. The protest in aa wide-
spread geographically as it ia inde-
pendent of differences in the political
habit of thought.

By the Taft Income tax we mean, of
course, the tax on corporate incemes
which was specifically recommended in
the. Denver platform of 1908; coupled,
however, in the Bryanite programme
with the provision that the doubta as
to the constitutionality of the tax on
corpogate incomea should firat be re-
moved by the submissien to the States
of an enabling amendment to the United
Statea Constitution, President TAFT
has apparently persuaded himsell, by
some process of reasoning at presenty
but dimly visible, that while a tax on the
income of the individual person may
require a constitutional amendment as
the indispensable preliminary to its en-
actment, a tax on the incomé& of the
corporate person can be rendered im-
mune as to the constitutional inhibition
by a simple verbal device, that is, by
calling it what it is not, an “excise” tax
of & “special excise” tax.,

We beg the conservative Senaitors to
study the extracts printed elsewhere,
and to study them in no other spirit
than that of conviction of the sincerity
of these utterances of criticigm. They
oipreasa an overwhelming and abso-
lutely honest public sentiment against
the t,n Income tax. They are in no
degree abated or affected by the apolo-
g&lot Mry *that the enactment of a
probably unconstitutional tax on cor-
porate intomes is the only way to save
the country and avert the enactment of
a probably unconstitutional tax on in-
dividudl incomes.

§s & Crisls In Germany at Hand ?

Aecording to a semi-official statement
published at Berlin on June 25 Prince

. voN BtLow will not resign the post of

Chancellor of the Empire, nor will he
resort to the alternative move of dis-
solving the Reichstag. ' The fact that
a third course is open to him and that
with the Kaiser's approval he will take
it throws light on the radical difference
between parliamentary government as
it i practised in Germany and the
British prototype of the system.
is no doubt that the blow dealt
Chancellor YoX BULOW in the Reichs-
tag on June 24 would, if received by a
Prime Minister in almost any other Eu-
rqpéan country ponneaslng parliamen-
rary institutions 'have been followed by
his immediate resignation. The bill
extending inheritance taxes to direct
heirs, including widows and children,
had been recognized as one of the most
important features of the Government's
nacal programme. Nevertheless, the
Conservatives proper, the Centrists, the
Poles, the Alsatians and Independents
cast against it 194 votes, or eight more
than those which were mustered in 11x
tavdr by tho so-called “Free” or “Im-
perial” Conservatives, National Liber-
als, Radicals and Socialists, In other
Words, the Kaiser found himself and his
Minister supported by his enemies the
Boclaliste and deserted by his old
friends the Conservatives
" Under such circumstances the head
of a British Government would not have
besitated a moment to adopt one of two
slternatives. He would have insisted
on the acceptance of his resignation or,
2 he doubted whether his opponents
reflected the nation's preponderant
opinion, he would have advised his sov-
ereign to dissolve Parliament und order
a new general election, In the Gierman
Empire the power of dissolving the pop-

g ul..r assembly belongs to the Bundes-

rath, but would unquestionably be exer-
cised at Emperor WILLIAM'S request.
We are told, howover, that no such
request will be made and that at the
same time the Kaiser declines to grat~
ify the Chancellor's desire to resigy.
According to the semi-official statement
published on June 25 Count YON BUL.OW
holds it to be his duty to act in accord
with the conviction of the Federal Coun-
cil—we should bear in mind that he gits
in the Reichstag «s & member of the
Bundesrath--that. it is necessary to meet
the existing deficit by bringing about
the passage of a taxation measire, but
a measure that shall exclude duties on
stock transfers, on the output of the
grain mills and on ‘the export of coal,
When his duty to the Bundesrath and
inferentially to his imperial master has
been ‘done Count voN BtiLow will be
at liberty, so he ia informed, to con-
sider a retention of the Chancellorship
as a private matter, but not till then.

This was the view of a Premier's duty
maintained by the Czar NICHOLAS II.
when the third Russian Duma took
ground irreconcilable with a part of Mr.
STOLYPIN'S legislative programme; and
the Russian Premier consented to retain
his position in the face of a rebuff at the
hands of the legislature to which no
British Prime Minister would have sub-
mitted. In Russia as in' Germany the
principle of Ministerial accountability to
the popular branch of parliament has
never been recognized. So far, indeed,
aw—Germany is concerned President
LOWERLL of Harvard University, in his
well known work on “Governments and
Parties in Continental Furope,” has
expressed the opinion that popular gov-
ernment with which the principle of
Ministerial accountability is bound up
is neither probable nor desirable. The
existing institutions of the country are
by no means adapted to it, and if the
supremacy should pass from a monarch
to representatives of the people a pro-
found modification would necessarily
have to take place in the organization of
the Empire. Mr. LOWELL points out
that the intimate connection between
the Prussian and the Federal machinery,
which works very well so long as both
are controlled by a single man, would
hardly be possible if the people became
the real source of power. Suppose, for
example, that the Reichstag should
succeed in compelling the Emperor
to select a Chancellor who enjoyed its
confidence. Suppose, in other words,
that the Chancellor should become
politically responsible to the Reichstag,
but that in Prussia the King should
remain free to choose his Ministers, It
is patent that the imperial royal govern-
ment could be made to work smoothly
only on condition that the spheres of
action of the Chancellor and of the
Prussian Cabinet respectively should
become independent of each other, and
this would involve a practical renounce-
ment by the latter of all interference
in Federal matters. The Reichstag as
the representative of a wider public
opinion would gradually assume a
decisive authority in national questions,
and hence Prussia would either become
merged in the Empire or else her gove
ernment would be confined to local
affairs,

A 'Palinode and an Appeal.

A few years ago when Mr. RUDYARD
KiPLING was sick unto death, as was
feared, in this town we had the melan-
choly honor of writing an editorial arti-
cle full of enthusiasm for his genius
and of regret for the loss which litera-
ture had suffered. His star was at
ita blazing ascension—-culmination is
the word, perhaps. We must have re-
countad the suddeniesa with which he
had burst upon mankind, the freshness
of his themes, his vigor, originality
and wild humor. He was an:«.ther Won-
drous Boy. Well, the world and we
were somewhat younger then. 'The
newspapers of this town awore that ele-
vated railroad guards and even cabmen,
those master cynics, and “brush boys”
and hallboys took a passionate interest
in Mr. KiPLING'S health. This seems
80 legendary that we feel it is true in
great part. Mr. KIPLING was the god
of the moment, and he wus about to
show that the gods loved him.

As we remember that sincere and
uncritical enlogy that we bestowed upon
him, what more than justice we did his
talents and’ writings, how we deplored
that a star was falling, a sun was set,
alas, alas, for KIPLIXG!—we must con-
fess to a certain regret that that article
was never used. And not merely from
us, but from nobody else can he get such
high and honest praise as he would have
had then. He missed his hour. What
is more, he missed that piece of ours.

Fvery time that he beats the big drum |

outside of the imperialist tent, what he
missed ia borne in upon us again, and
notably by this “City of Brass,” for ex-
ample, whereof a word or two appeared
in yesterday's SUN. As a patriot, as
a Chauviniat even, Mr. KIPLING may be
praised or forgiven. We shall not for-
give him at present, for he is wearisome
an the devil. If he must be a street
preacher againat the Asquith Govern-
ment or anything else, if he must howl
to the reverberant heavens for more
blood and steel, Jet him do it in prose
that has the form of prose. These mili-
tary, naval and political asaorted lengths
supposed to be poetry have the rhythm
of a procession of cripples and the
rhyme of an ass yoked up with a cow.
This is a palinode, and sometimes the
truth has to be pevere.

We awear by the “Jungle Books."
TERENCE MULVANEY and his friends
can never lose us. But did Mr. Krp-
LING ever write any poetry? The “Re-

patriotic commonplace. The “Barrack
Room Ballads” and “Departmental Dit-
ties” ave mighty fine in their way, but
they are unly. excellent good music
hall warbles. As for the so much ad-
mired celebrations of machinery, they

passion,*the beauty, the supreme form
of poetry, fit so to be called. In vain

does that quivering mound of paradoxes
and of sentimentalities, Mr. GILBERT
KEITR ('HESTERTON, invite us to con-
sider the poetry of letter boxes and fire
alarms, and tell us, as Mr. CHARLES
Fuior NORTON told un yvears before,

cegsional” i the cheapest semi-religious |

are mightily clever; but they lack the !

that Mr, K1PLING has seen and sung the
beauty and the tragedy of things com-
mon and deapised. Let jt go at this for
this time; Mr, KiPLING'S poetry at its
best is a tour de force; at its worat, as
in the “City of Brass,” falling on us in
these daya of molten brass, it is an in-
ternational outrage against which the
State Department or the Health De-
partment should protest.

Again we think of the favorites of the
gods and of that unprinted editorial,
If SWINBURNE had had the luck to be
gathered by the cold immortal hands of
PROSERPINE, say In 1870, leaving “Ata-
lanta in Calydon” and “Poems and Bal-
lads” and “Songs Before Sunrise,” he
would have ranked with KEATS and
SHELLEY and all the ipheritors of unful-
filled renown. BrROWNING lived too long,
Most poets do, nor need we except TEN-
NYSON on account of the popular success
of “Crossing the Bar.” Poets should be
smothered in rose leaves or drowned in
honey dew at 30 at the very latest. We
think that Mr. K1pLING, though he ia not
a poet, would have found it to his
advantage to go off the stage at the
dramatic moment, Since he didn’t,
may he live forever, live to repent his
doggerel!

THOMAS HARDY 'ls another case in
point. Why will he “grind out” illim-
itable grista of intolerable “poetry”?
EpeEN PHILLPOTTS, a minor Hardy; is
also smiting a reluctant lyre. The very
“preeious” Mr. MAURICE HEWLETT too.
They are no excuse for Mr. KIpLING,
though. Nobody and nothing can ex-
cuse him, If he can't reformn, why in
the name of humanity can't he awear
off in summer?

The Georgia Raliroad Award.

That provision of the award of the
arbitrators in the dispute between the
white firemen of the Georgia Railroad
and their employer in which it ia pro-
vided that negro firemen shall be paid
the same wages as white men may
resilt in forcing the negroes from the
road. It would not be unreasonable
for the road to seek to avoid trouble in
the future, when no economy waa to be
gained in the present, through making
its engine crews all white by the simple
expedient of appointing none but white
firemen as the blacks now on ita rolls
drop out. However, this might be a
shortsighted policy to pursue.

In this way the object of the inatiga-
tora of the strike would be accomplished,
though the period necessary to bring
about their dominance over the road
would be somewhat longer than they
hoped. The atrike waa called to union-
ize the road thoroughly, and as a atep
toward the unionizing of all the roads
in the South, which cannot be forced as
long as negroes‘not eligible to member-
ship in the labor organizationa are on
the fire boards.

As for Representative HARDWICK'S as-
gertion that the presence of negroes on
the engines “is a menace to the travelling
public,” all that need be said is that for
years they have been on the engines
without opposition from the public; that
the exhibitions of antagomism toward
them recently seen were incited by the
unionists, and ceased immediately the
unionists ordered peace. If the Gover-
nor of the Stata does his duty the travel-
ling public may rest in security, for the
negroes will not be molested.

When Saloons Will Close.

In refusing to grant a license for the
sale of liquor in a New Jersey township
{the Judge in whom lay power in the
| matter has made this statement:

e There |s one phase of this question which
seems to have been Ignored by counsel, the pro-
1rst of 137 adult womefi of this township. They
Indeed are the chief sufferers, and have no other
method of defence against the liquor evil than
thelr protest to the Court. [ see no reason why
thelr testimony should not be accepted by me as
to the actual conditions existing in the township,
Thelr protest thercfore must be combined wih
that of seventy -five worthy clitizens resident of
the township and must be controlling with the
Court,”

There certainly can be no quarrel with
this conclusign, nor is exception likely
to be taken to the Judge's reasoning.
It only puts in words the fact that has
been recognized wherever the crusade
against licensing drinking places has
been pushed vigorously. The anti-
galoon fights have been won by the
women who have taken part in them,
and wherever the women have been
united on the side of the prohibitioniats
the liquor interests have been worsted.
In many instances hysteria and frantic
appeals have marked their campaigns,
but success has always attended them
in the end.

The liquor manufacturers and sellers
amust acknowledge this and may as
well make up their minds that when the
women are practically a unit aggres-
sively opposing  them their cause i
lost.

Statisties fust gathered and ubnlln-d of Smith
and Radeilfte colleges shaw that women colleglaps
are loath to wed, Of 1,000 Smith graduates and
MO Radclifle graduates less than 16 _per cent,
are pursuing business oceupations. ight huan-
dred Smith graduates are teachers, or 27 per cent.,
and 300 are married, while 800 have no occupation,
Three hundred lladellfie graduates, or 44 per cant.,
have become teachcrs: 180 are married and 1%
have no occupation. - From a despalch (0 Ihe
Tribune.

Loath to wed! We will never believe it.
Who talks more about a June wedding
than the college girl? Who envies more
the undergraduate who is engaged and
has her “occupation” already plcked out
for her? Give these unmarried Smith and
Radcliffe girls time and see how many of
them will escape spinsterhood!

When is o tariff rate a revenue duty?
Mr. Bacox of Georgla thinks his proposed
rato of four cents a pound upon Sea Ialand
ootton would not be at all protective,
while Senator ALprieH thinks it would
be too high. Ie asked Mr. BAcoN in the
] Senate yesterday who desired such a duty,
and the Georgia Senator replied:

“Ihe growers of the cotton wanted & much
higher duty than | have asked for, and I declined
to ask the Senate for more than a revenue dutly,
I do not praopose to stand for a protective duly.”

Thik is the funniest thing that has been
gaid during the debate, and the Hon.
| AvGUSTUS OCTAVIUS BACON I8 the most
'mlmnn man in the Senate.

Une for Mere Man
To TRE Rmvm OoF TRE SUK - Sir;  In answer
.ln “J. F. M." who wishes (0 know what Is the
best sort of dog o be used for protection of Indles
Itving where there are no neighbors, | should say
try mere man. C b L.
New Yonk, June 38,

“Fasy come, easy go,”

———

THE TAX OF INBQUIT!.

What the Ceuntry THinks of It,

From the New [aven Evening Regisier.

The Tax of Inequity is the accurate term
which Tue 8vN applies to the proposition,
now assuming serious proportions at Wash-
inglon, to overcome the national Treasury
deficit which seven years of extravagance
have recklessly created by means of a tax
of 2 per cent. on the net earnings of cor-
porationn. Heretofore the Register has not
been dispored to concede that any anch
injustice ia deliberately intended by Mr.
Taft. Yet day after day the serious dis-
cussion of it goes on, and before we know
it we shall discover that the Taft Administra-
tion is committed to it heyond recall, and
we shall have the deplorable instance of an
injustice added to an evil instead of a
reasonable revision of the tariff that wonld
result in general prosperity. The greateat
danger les Iin the superficial public attitude
toward these things. * * * There I8
appearing againat Mr, Taft's tax proposi-
tion, now that it s being taken seriously,
a volume of calm objection which he cannot
well afford to disregard.

From the San Francisco Chroniele.

An has often been pointed out in theae
columns, a large number of the s,um have
already rescried to the taxation of inheri-
tances, and depend upon the revenue from
that sonrce to supply a considerable part
of their needn for administrative purposes,
The same observations apply to the sugiges-
tion to impose a Federal tax on the net
earnings of corporations. As in the case
of inheritances, the States have been act-
ing on the theory that taxation of that
character was left to them, and most of
them have already availed themselves of
the privilege of drawing from railroad earn-
ingn for their support, and will be reluctant
to have it encroached upon by the Federal
Government.

From the Florida Times-Union,
This plan growa worse with avery chnnn
proposed

From the Roston Transcript,,

1t is also significant that whereas this tax
has been discussed by the President aa a
temporary expedient, with a time limit set
on its operation, like the five years which
was applied to the income tax of the Wil-
nof bill, the conferees at the White House
shrewdly decided to let it be enacted to
stay until it was repealed. Any other de-
cision would be farcical. Nobody supposés
that the Congress of the United States,
when it finds twenty-five million dollars
pouring in from the earnings of corpora-
tions, is likely to stop building battleships
on the coast or erecting public bulldings in
Jowa metely for the sake of saving this aum,
applies with ré-
doubled forée to the operations of the Gov-
ernment. Any money which comea into
the Treasury so easy—politically measured
~as this will be continuslly called for.
* * * The Fast is still hopeful that Mr,
Aldrich will ind some way to get along
without ita imposition. In this period of
profound peace all such extraordinary lev-
fea ought to be unnecessary. »

Frovh the Phliadeiphia Public 1.edger.
Whatever reason or justification the
President and his advisers can devise for
his proposed tax upon corporation earnings,
there is every kind of reason why it should
be opposed. It is bad in itself and worse

In the circumstances of its inception.

\

From the Chicago Inter Ocean,
It in the principle of Government control
of the busivess of the country that makea
the proposed measure infamous.

From the Ilartferd Dafly Times.
The proposed tax is odlous, and the st réam
of opposition to it s assuming the propor-
tions of a deluge,

From the Si. Pawl Ploneer Press.
Rarely do we find, In the journals which
most faithfully represent public opinion,
anything more than a doubtful, hesitating
and very much qualified approval. The
prevailing sentiment in such is antagoniatic.

From (ha Denver Republican.

The mcorporated business would be
placaed at a 2 per cent. disadvantage in com-
peting with Individuals or busineases con-
tinued under firm ownership. Because
is newer, more up to date in ita methoda and
more progressive, the West would be tazed
out of all proportion to the Fast, where old
family relations obtain more largely and
more eatablished businesses are continued
under the partnership plan.

From (he Springneid Repudlican,

President Taft’s corporation (ax scheme
ia now being placed in<ts true light before
the country. Revenus is merely a subordi~
nate object. The primary purpose is to
substitute Federal for Btate control of all
corporations, and the tax measure now being
drawn up is to be regarded, on the reported
authority of Mr. Taft himself, ar a first
and long step to that end.

From (he Albany Fnul' Jurnl
Fxcept in time of war the Ullud States
has been able, since its formation, to raise
all the revenie necessary for iis expendi-
tures by internal revenue taxes and cua-
toms,

From (ke St. Paul Dispatch.

Altogether it slmply Is a haphazard ex-
periment in taxation, vaguely undertaken.
About the only thing certain in connection
with the proposition Is that ita enactment
would put & swarm of Federal inspectors
and bookkeepers iato the offices of all cor-
porations and be productive of endiess
litigation,

From (ke Rochester Democrat and Chronicla.

There are many busineas men in Congréss,
and It does not seem probable that they
will permit a measure almost universally
condemned by the buainess and the press
of the country, one so rank and unreason-
able in {ta detalls, and so neealess also, to
pass the two houses, certainly not without
hoth protest and warning of tbe certaln
CONSSY NSNS,

From the Prosidence Journal.

While the President seems bound to push
his corporation tax amendment through,
the protests against it continue to be hedrd
from & great variety of sources. Even Mr,
Herbert Knox Bmith, himsell of radical
tendencies and well fitted to speak with
authority because of his occupancy of the
post of Commissioner of Corporations, says
that in order to prevent gvasions of the law
a force equal in numbers to the United
States Army would be required, Is this
not & serious consideration? A oertain
further degree of centralization is inevitable,
but why should the movement be thus accel-
erated, especially in a dublous cause? To
show that the cause |s dublous is an eany
task. For example, nobody knows oer
taloly that a corporation tax will prove
#0 be constitutional. * ¢ ¢ The MJ

dent appears to have beem persuaded in
his advocacy of the tax largely by pelitical
considerstions. He is a shrewd politiotan,
though a less noisy one than his predecessor,
But the American public is not much con-
cerned with this aspect of the situation.
1t doea not wish to see an unfair and dan=
gerous tax imposed merely to help the Old
Quard out of a dilemma.

From the Springfleld Republican,

It is & needleas awkward and wholly
inequitable measure, and ought to be
defeated. If more revenne must be had
pending the establishment of an individual
income tax lst a stamp or cther tax he
temporavily imposed. '

From the Si. Loufs Globe-Democral,

More than 2,000,000 persons own shares in
the ralilways and in the great industrial
enterprisnes, A large proportion of the
atocks of the United Stafes Steel Corpora-
tion are held by the workers im that big
combine. As shares are sold |n gdenomina-
tionsa of $100 or lesa they are within reach
of everybody who lays by any money at all,
In the last two or three veara the number
of people of moderate means who bave
bought stocks as an investment hq\bm
trebled. Thus in a sense the big corpora-
tions have become the poor man's savings
bank. A tax on the net income of the cor-
porations would diminish the dividends
which their stockholders would receive and
would cut down the income which their In-
vestors would get.

From (he Hartford Dafly Times,

In our opinion the unfairnessaand lojus-
tice which would resuit from adopting the
President’'s plan s not the worst feature
of it. It is the destruction of the power of
the States, which Mr. Taft openly proclaima
as desirable, and the sccomplishment of
this by the use of the taxing power, as in

the cass of the anti-oleomargarine legisla- |

tion, that is moat deplorable and gravely
dapngerona, If the Stateaare to bestripped
of their powers over corporations and all
Governmental control over the business
organizations of the conntry is to be centred
in one vast Federal department at Washing-
ton, then let us have it brought about by an
amendment of the Federal Constitution regu-
larly proposed and lawfully enacted. The
remodelling of our form of government
through the use of the power of (longress
to levy taxes muat uot he permitted,

From (the Rochester Post-Erpress.

Some of the Washington correspondents
contlmu)o declare that the tax on corpora-
tions is the only alternative to an income
tax and that the businesa men of the coune
try should congratulate themselves on get-
ting off 8o easily! This is almoat an Insult
to President Taft, for it assumea that he
wouid approve & tax that he knows to be
unconatitutional. 2

Fromthe Denver Republican,

The imposition of the 2 per ceut. tax on
corporations, apart from the question of its
constitutionality as a piece of class leginla-
tion and one meeting also the objections
raised to the income tax, would be a most
unpopular measure. Further interference
in business affairs from an army of Federal
inapectors and bookkeepers prying into the
affairs of corporationa would become bur-
densome and intelerable. There is some-

thing un-American about the whole busi.
neas.

From the Charleston Evening Post.

Tug SUN advocates instead of this cor-
poration profit tax the laying of a stamp
tax, a plan for raising revenue with which
the country is familiar, which is simple
enough in its operation and which reaches
impartially to practically every form of
business. The suggestion is eminently
sensible, but we may be eamtirely sure it
will not be adopted by the Administration
for the very reason that the stamp tax ia
familiar to the people of the United States
and is known as a resort only of real emer-
gency, such as a war or a financial panic.
The laying of such a tax is an open con-
fession of emergency, whioch except Iin
case of war no (lovernment party wanta
to make. * *_ * Buchascheme of indirec-
tion was not expected to spring from the
Administration of Mr. Taft.

From ihe St, Louls Republic.

We have yet to discover whether this tax
on the net income of corporations will pos«
sens the one great merit it in credited with,
The argument that {t can be enforced, while
a tax on individual incomes cannot, is neces-

rarily subject to the qualification the in- yea

genuities of accountants enforce. There
s equally reason to question the assumption
that it differs from the tax on (ndividual in.
comed in that it is consatitutional.

From (ke Wilmingion Every Evening.

Already it is apparent that President
Taft's suggested tax on the net ncome of
corporationa—that tax on privilege, not an
exclse, that tax on artificial persons instead
of natural persona—~is not in acoord with
the sentiment of the conntry. On the con-
trary the opposition ia vigorous and wide-
-pnud‘. e
From (ke Boston Dally Advertiser,

The discussion in the Boston Chamber of
Commerce relative to the proposed tax on
corporations ahows a very strong disposi-
tion ta criticise the action of the leaders in
Congress in making plans for so impertant
a tax without gividg any adequate hearings
to the interesta affected. It also shows a
decided preference for a tax on dividenda,
it any attempt is to be made to impose
a direct tax upon the “prosperity " of the
corporations—as h@a been auggested
through appareatly inspired sonroes.

From the Wateroille Sentine.

How will this scheme work? In Wasers
ville there are aeveral corporations which
are doing slmply a copar’uerabip bnsi.
pess. They are in competition with other
houses dealing (n the same lines of merchan-
dise, Their methods are exactly alike in
every particular except that one firm is a
corporation and another company is a
copartnership. Under the proposed Taft
corporation law the firm in business as a
corporation will be taxed 2 per cent. of ita
net earnings above §5,000 a year, while the
copartnership on the same atreet and buy-
ing and eelling the same kind gr rooda
the same way will be exempt from the Taft
tax. Just such illustrations can be found
in nearly every city and village in Maine,

From the Hariford Times,

Mr. Taft's idea evidently is that the ‘mass
of Americans will be willing to overlook the
failure to carry out hia pledge of a downward
revision of the tariff in view of the adoption
of his acheme of putting the greatest of all
the so-called Roosevelt policies on the stat-
ute book—thq abolishment of privacy (o
the business of corporations. He will
point with pride to this great achiavement
of “puilting a hook ia the nose" of all the
corporations of the country and

Federal agents as national banks are now
examined and supervised.

M ihe Phlladeiphia Record,
Congress has no business to levy any new
tax at this time ’

From the Providence Journal,

1t would be well if the Republican leaders
at Washingten were to drop their latest
scheme for raising,additional revenue and
try something else—if anything needs to be
tried. The atamp tax is easy of imposition
and burdensome to nobady. It wonld raise
all the money necessary without any con-
giderable fuss or inconvenience.

From (he New Haven Journal-Courler.

It has irritated the nerves of commerce
more than it has quieted them. Buggesting
as it does, at least upon an immature study
of it, the shadow in the background of the
old familiar Big Rtick, the proposition fails
to commend itself even to those who have
always had a profound faith in the progres-

‘nive conservatiam of Preaident Taft.

Frowé (he Buffalo Commercial.

The sentiment of the country has already
been strongly expressed againat this form
of tax, It will become atill more emphatic.
Congress should first finish up the tariff bill,
morhln what revenue it can be relied on
to produce, and then, if more is needed to
meet the Roosevelt deficit, after the policy
of economy is enforced, reenact the aimple
and equitable stamp tax inatead of the
Taft amendment.

A Favering Velce,
From the Philadetphia Fress.

No tax measiire in American history has
worked a more momentous change than will
the amendment to the tariff bfll, the "Taft
plan,” introduced yesterday, imposing &
2 per cent. tax on the “net income” of all
corporations with an income of over $5,000
a year., Federal regulation of all corpora-
tiona begins with this tax. In the end the
reports required will affect the accounts,
the expenditures and the management of
every corporation above the smallest,
* ¢ ¢ The corporation tax amendment
is drawn by two of the best corporation
lawyers in the country, Attorney-General
Wickersham and Senator Root. It reads
like it. It ia close, precise, minute and con-
stitutional. No disputed questions are
raised that can possibly be avoided, Judi-
cial decisions through a century on Fede
taxation are summed in its carefully draw
provisions, Its future in the courts no man
can predict, but for.a measure so novel and
so far reaching it has surprisingly little that
raises a legal lssue not already decided by
the courts in favor of the provisions of this
bill. * * * The money pald by corpora-
tions under this act will be small—large as
the sum is—by the side of the change this
carporation tax amendment will make in
the reports, the management, the accounts
and the policy of every corporation.
Corporate secrecy will grow difficult. .Cor-
porate publicity will begin. In publicity
is safety for all—public, shareholder and
bondholder.

AN OFFICIAL HISTORY,

Will the Delegates of the Teanis Cabinet
Write a Sugar Chapter?

To Tur Epiror oF Tur Sux—S8ir: |
notice that Mesars. Garfleld and Pinchot
of the late “Tennis Cabinet” will shortly
issue a wark on the achievementa of the
Iate Administration, hot forgetting to men-
tion the important parts they each played
in it, I presume. 1 am interested and only
hopa that it may be complete, Do you
think they will tell all about the strong
pull of the sugar trust when they mention
Mr. Herbert Parsone’s negotiations with

Mr. Hearst as’'the =pecial representative | poias

of the mighty hunter’

1 am one of those who feel sure that it
must have been all right to "soak” Harri-
man and Hill atd others and let the sugar
trust go or it would not have been done.
Perhaps another four years of the “uplifc”
movement would have wiped out the weligh-
ing of sugar trust sugar entirely, being a
“good trust” and at the same time having a
powerful astrong worker o the great move-
msent for the regulation of everything—ex-
cept the sugar .trust—in Congreas in the
person of the Hon. Herbert Parsons.

I feel gure that Messrs. Garfield and
Pinchet in their first chapter on the "-qu.re
deal” will not fail to mention this matter,

BUrraLo, June 26. Ax UrLirrER.

A Neminatien fer Mayer.

To THE EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: What's
the matter with Police Commissioner Bing-
ham feor our next Mayor? Honeat, feariess,
capable and his whole frame saturated With
hom aense, amighty scarcearticle in recent

PrLAIN Onnnun MAN.
le Yonx, June 28.

What Conference Committees May Do.

To TER EDIrToR O¥ THE SUx—Sir: Relerring
to the enclosed head'lne, clipped from Tur Sun
of June 35, | note that you msay: "As both houses
have agreed to it the schedule cannnt be changed
ia conferenca” While I understand that it I
imprebable that any clause (o the tariff bill which
has been agreed 10 by both houses will be
changed | beg to ask you as a matter of infor-
mation |t 1t Is not permissible 0 make such
changes® E. OETTINGRR.

NEW YORK, June 2. .

In the “Digest and Manual of the Rules
and Practices of the House of Representa-
tives” the limitat lons Imposed on the confer-
ence commitiees ln this reapect are thua set
forth:

It |s not competent for a conference commitiee
to consjder matters or sub) not in dispute be-
tween the twe houses: nor can the committee
change the test of a blll to which both houses
have agreed,

The committees are appointed to consider
the differences arising between the two
houses, not the general subject of the pend-
ing legislation., In conference on the rev-
enue measure now under discussion only
the matters as to which there is diragree-
ment will come before the conferees,

~ e Massa ob de Sheopfel’

To Tua EDITOR OF TR SUN—Sir: This dlalect
poem, writien by Salile Pratt Mcl.ean, appeared
ia THR SUN sosne twelve years ago. THR Sux
then sald It had beea pronounced the fineat dlalect
poem ever written. As it was called for again
in THE SUNDAY SUX_ aome Wme ago and no one
answered, | take the Ilberty of sending It to you.

TROY, June 28, Joux F. Lowmay.

De Massa ob de sheepfol’
Dat guard the sheepfol' bin

1Loeked out ln de gloomerin' maadows
Whar de long night raln begin—

S0 he called o de hirelin' shephe'd:
“Is my sheep—ia dey all come in*"

“Ok den,” says de hirelin' shephe'd,
“Dey's some—dey's ®lack and thin -
And some dey's po' ok wedders—
But de res' dey's all brung In.”

Dea de Massa ob de sheepfol’
Dat guard de sheepfol' bin

Gooa down In de gloomerin' meadows o
Whar de loog night rain begin -

60 be let down de ba's ob de sheepfol’,
Callla’ pof*: "Come In! Come in!"
Callin' pof*; “Come In! Come Int"

Den up through de gloomerin' meadows,
Through the col' night raln an' win',
An' up through de gloomerin' raln pat'

Whar de sleet fa' plercin’ thin -
De po' los' sheep ob de sheeptol’,
Dey all comes gadderia’ In!

Briet but Vigoreas Financlal Retrespeot.

M Florida Time Union,
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THE COKPORATION TAX,

Is it Not “PDirect’ Within the Mrnnu,‘
of the Comstitution?
To T™ir Epitor or Tar Sox—-Sir:
United States SBupreme Court decided {g
Pollock vs. Farmers Loan and Trust (g,

pany, 148 U, 8., th\t a tax on the incone ot
either real estate or personal properry
In 8 “direct” tax within the e,
of the United States Constitution ani ¢y,
not be levied by Congress unless ujyor.

tioned according to the rule proscrluy,
namely, population and representatio i,

Congress,

The Constitution in providing )5
“direct” taxes must be thus apportioned
makes no mention of persons, individualg
or corporations upon whom the tax jy
levied. All “direct” taxes must be (4
apportioned. } .

The Supreme Court in said decision made
no distinction between taxes levied oy
the property of persons or individuals and
those levied on the property of corporations,
It held that a tax levied on the income
of either real estate or personal property
was under the (Constitution equivalent to
4 tax on the real or personal prop.
erty itself and was a “direct” tax, This
I8 true whether the owner of the real estatq
or personal property l8 a corporation or
an individual. ‘The Constitution says nothe
ing about who owns the real estate or per.
sonal property on which the direct tax
Is levied. All “direct” taxes must be ap.
portioned, not all direct taxes on individ.
uals or on property owned by individuals,
but also all direct taxes on corporations
or on property owned by corporations.

How can the proposed tax be sustained
under the United States Constitution?

THARRY HUBRARD,

BR1ARCLIPP T.ODGE, June 20,

HELENA MODJESKA.
An Oppertunity fer New Yorkers to Pay

To TeR EpiToR oF THE B&N~—Sir: This
week the body of the lamented Polish.
American actress Helena Modrzejewsks
(*Modjéska”) will be brought to New York
from Chicago, where it has rested since
May 24, and will be taken on July 3 by the
steamer Auguste Victoria of the Hamburg.
American Line to its final resting place
in Poland, the native land of the illustrious
woman. New York will thus be the last
city of the New World to 'pay honors to this ’
distinguished daughtsr”of Poland. i

In Poland active steps have been taken te
honor worthily this great artist and patriot,
Theatres of Warsaw, Busaian Poland, and
of Cracow and lLeopol, Austrian Poland,
have decided to place statues of Modree:
Jewska in their foyers. Besides this,
“Modrzejewska fund” is Lo be created in
Warsaw to assist studying actresses. Ar-
rangements for the national funeral of
Modrzejewska, which will take place on
July 17 in Cracow, aré being made by a
committee of men eminent in the theatrical
and the literary world of Cracow.

Thus s Poland préparing to pay her
tribute to the daughter that through her
art and her work had well served Poland
and the Poles, elevating the Polish name
in the entire world by offering evidence of
the greatness of the nation that produces

such artists as she. America also has not
been reml- in paylnc homage to her who
was the most magnl t gem of Amerijca’s
stage and who cregted a school of art which
other countries may envy this country,
funeral like the funeral of & sovereim
princess was arran for her by los
Angeles. In the payin f the honors lo
tix“e docou‘?dllnuzxg .(‘u edr ral of St. Fabian
re w cipal w ops, numero’s
priests, 200 Knlghu ot Oolumbua (who had
of honor al the
ld llln mb:u:? i hoh-bnu

u). a nu
ions, lndthe

servioes were ar-
the Gueneral

lno rved as
oolﬂn. whlc
for several
can socleties an
societies of bou

In (‘hlcuo memor
ranged f llodm}e‘un
James BMolda Counefl or the Knights of
€olumbus and .even Polish organfza-
tions; while on morial Day thousands of
and people ot other mtlomlmea not
only of Chicago but Mnnukeo.
Detrolit, (levol.nd lnd Bu lo paid the
honors to the remains rzejewsks in
the monuug ot the Bohomlln Polish
comoterr of St

Nor has the da i mkly lnd monthly
r reas of the entire count Ey deficient
n the dischar of its duty to
jewnn, but n generous in its homln

“character better than pearls and

mbh " aa Bishop Conaty expressed him-
welf In his funeral sermon at Los Angeles.

In a few da s tb w York admirers of
thh glory of Amcriea will hno

rtunit; their h
lﬁf" ) nmkupgr .:oom:"“zf,' ad-

Thuraday, Ju l.n wlllbo ontotho

Church of St. islavs, on

b“.pec'ult‘llpm ‘hlla of nll.
rm o

it will ral::ln overnnl ht vrbon ol

Eo’l‘d.yth.: .ﬁa‘o '::l lnmdhl ty
ne urv

after these mervices % l 1 :ho

{llustrious daurhur of

aboard the steamer Au erb. whioch

salls for Hamburg on July 8.
WacLaw PRRROWSKL
NEW Yorx, June 28.

Programmes of Musio.

TO THR FDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: 1 was giad
10 see youj protest against the foalish and in
appropriate selections given by most of the solo-
ista ln the recent saengerfest, but hew about the
selections for the chorus?! 1 confess they made
me stay away. On Monday night, June 21, the
composers of the &horal pleces were Leu, Kemp-
ter, Wohlgemuth, Kintel and Podbertsky, while
the composers of the orchestral and vocal selec-
tlons were Liszt, Meyerbeer. Wagner, Weber and
Sohubert. Was there one charal composer of
the firat class on that lst?

The adult chorus (as distinguished from the
chlldren) In the eatire festival Ignored Bach,
Beethoven, Eigar and Rossinl, while Wagner was
represented only by the hackneyed march from
“Taunh&user” and Brahms by a lullaby. Had they
never heard of the latter's “German Requiem™!
NEw YORK, June 23. R H.

. Religion In Business.
To THR Epmmor or Ta® SuN-—Sir: Bishop
McFaul thinks that people to be good must have
a religious education. He may be right, but |
cannot agree with him.
1 am at Vhe head of the credit department of
a large manufacturing business, Dally 1 am
called upon o decide whother we shall give credit
or not te over a hundred new customers. 1 never
take Into consideration the religious views of
these customers. 1 want 0 know If they are
honeat, If they are thrifty, If they have enough
capltal. They might have been educated in doc:
trines and bellefa from their earliest childhood
without influencing my mind In their favor. In
fact some of the worst {rauds we have on out
books are of the sanctimonlous sort.
HewiLErTs, N. Y., Jpoe 27, OREDIT CLERK,

Eaglishman's Hollday Excarsion.
From the London Chronicle,

Of holiday excursions of the past prob\'¢
the most morbid was the visit to the plares who ¢
famous criminals had pald the Onal penaily.
The last man to be gibbeted In Eagland was
Jamea Cook of Lelcester, His body was s
pended on a gibbet over $hirty foet high af \'!
stone In 1832, and so great was the disturbs ¢
caused by pleasure seekers on Suudays atid ¢
eval holidays that the Home OfMce ordered tic
body 1o be taken down and buried. To day. vl

course, weo fall back upon Tussaud's "Chaw bel
of Horrors.”
The Alr in Elevators.
To ™R EDITOR OF THE SUN-—S8ir;  Speak 1

officlal New York In reference to fans In elevaior.
The Board of Health or bullding Inspec!
should compel the owners of all bulldings of »/%
stories and upward 10 have electric faps (0%
for the benefit of the public, but more especialy
for the man who s compelied to live constantte
in the elevator, Some elevators are vertalnh
injurious to health for want of proper ventiis
ton,  ALEXANDER SPOTTEWOOD DIANDRIINE.
S EW YORK, June 3,

The Standard,
Knicker—How large a summer resors is it?
Booker—Well, the postmistress has no Hme
read the cards.

the Last Tribute to a Great Woman, ' |
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