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The Carriage Tax of 1794.
__As preparation for their autumn cam-
against the conservative opin-
the country, Bryanized lawyers

S o
%9 adlddm in the Democracy have
" started a cry that the Supreme Court

overruled and set aside a previous judg-
ment of that court when in 1806 it ad-
that the unapportioned tax in
tariff of the previous year on gains,
profits and income from any kind of
property, rents, interest, dividends or
salaries is unconstitutional .
There is no foundation in truth for the
will bo mado plain by the fol-

'!h judgment referred to is
\La@ Hylton carriage case, de-

By the statute of a date two years
earlier it wds enacted: ‘

“/There ¥hall Be levied, collected and pald upon
all earriages for the conveyance of persons, which
shall be kept by or for any person for his or her
OWa use, ar 19 be let out o hire or for the con-
gers, the I duties and
(Then followed a fixed yearly
Fate on every coach, chariot, phaeton and coachee,
every four wheel and every two wheel top car-
rlage, and upon every other iwo wheel carriage,
varying according to the vehicle.]

Those on whom the duty had been
levied argued before the Supreme Court
that it was a “direct tax.” Then
CHARLES LEE, Attorney-General, and
ALEXANDER HaMILTON, who held a
brief for the United States, argued that

' the duty was an excise.

The Chief Justice and Justice CUSHING
did not wit ia the case, and Justice
"WIL8ON gave no reasons for the opinion
of the court, which was that the carriage

~ duty was an excise and not a direct tax.

That was all the court decided.
1t did not adjudge that an income tax,
fike tHak of 1894, is an excise and not a

- direct tax.

1t confined its decision to the carriage
then in controversy.

the court did notin 1708 anticipate

and dispose of the case which arose and

was decided in 1885, clearly appears in

what the minority Justices —-HARLAN,

WarrE and BrowN—said in 1805 of the |«

carriage case ninety-nine years earlier,

wkqn in mind that only three
Just HASE, PATERSON and Ime-
DELL~—expressed reasons in the earlier
case.

Justice CHASE said:

“J am Inclined to think—but of this I do not
m.)uk!hl opinion—that the direct laxes con-
m by thes Constitution are only two, to
wit. & capliation or poll px, simply, without
vegard to property, profession or any other cire
.ﬁgu: and & tax on land.”

has not the ring of very clear
n or decisive opinion. The

g Judicial opinions he expressed were
these:

*But I am inclined to think that a tax on

: is not a direct tax, within the letter or
meaniag of the Constitution. 1 think an annual
tax on carriages for the conveyance of persons

/ ‘may be considered as within the power granted to

Congress to lay duties. [l seems to me that a tax
on expense Is an indirect tax; and | think an annual
1ax on a carriege for the conveyAnce of persons

" §s of that kind, because a carriage s a consumable

commeodity, and such annual tax on it Is on the
espense of the owner.”

He kept clear of a tax on incomes,
.which is not expense.

Justice PATERSON began his opinion
in 1798 by saying:

“ What Is the natural and common or technical

1 end appropriate meaning of the words * duty '

P‘ *excise ' It Is not easy to ascertaln. They
‘!-.1 no clear and precise idea 1o the mind,
Pifferent persons will annex different significa-
ohns to the terms.”

o !,
v ’g{{:‘vent on to say:
" - Constitutign declares that a capitation

tax is # direct tax; and, both in theory and prac-
tiee, & tax on land Is deemed to be a direct tax,

. @ ® » jtis ot necessary to determine whether

# tax on the product of land be a direct or indi-
rect tax.  Perhaps, the immediate product of the

. Jand, Ib Its original and crude state, ought to be

considered as the land itself; It makes part of it;
or elpe the provision made against taxing exports
would be caslly eluded. Land, independently of
#ts produce, is of no value. * * * Whether
direet taxes, In the sense of the Constitution, com.
W any otber (ax than & capliation lax and
on land Is a questionable point * *
% a8 it s not before the court, it would be
proper to glive any decl(ve opinion upon i4."
{ Ang he concluded:
F “JAl tazes on or ption are [in-
direst taxes. A tax om carriages is of this kind
and of course is not a direct tax.”

Thet waa his decision. He added, and

ST de isolated expression by one Justice

mugh has been made:
"1 never entertained a doudbt that the principal,
1 will wot say the only, objects that the framers of

+ the Coostitution contemplated as falling within

she rule of rtlonment were a capitation tax
and a tax on land. Local considerations and the
particular clreumstances and relative situation
of the States naturally lead o this view of the
subjeet. The provision was made in favor of the
Southers States. They possessed a large number

1
| R

of slaves. They had extensive tracts of territery,
thinly settied, and not very produetive.”

Justice IREDBLL thereupon declared:

* It is sufcient, an the present occasion, for the
court to be satished that this is not a direct taz
| contemplated by the Constitution, in order to
l afirm the present judgment; sinece, If it cannol be

apportioned, It must pecessarily be uniform. |
' am clearly of opinion this is not a divect tax, in the

sepse of the Constitution, and “horefore that the
judgment ought 10 be aMrmed.*

An. effort by Southern or Western
Congressmen to persuade the country
that a century ago the Supreme Court
declared a tax on incomes like that in
the tariff of 1804 to be a constitutional
tax, or laid down“principles so declar-
ing, will be a fraudulent effort,

The Shadow of Clemenceau.

Although CLEMENCEAU is no longer
Premier he remains beyond compari-
son the most powerful man in French
public life, scarcely less powerful out
of office than in it, gince for many years
Ministries have lived only by his suf-
ferance. The necessity of securing his
support or toleranoce is recognized in the
composition and programme of the new
Cabinet. Half éf the members were
colleagues of the late Premier, and all of
them are committed to a policy whichis
substantially identical with hig own.
What we are witnessing, then, is a
counterpart to the state of things ob-
served in the Chamber of Deputies
after the collapse of GAMBRTTA'S single
Premiership, the so-called “Grand Min-
istry.” GAMBETTA continued to be as
influential as he had been before, and
there was no doubt among onlookers
that but for his premature death he
would have become again the official
pilot of the State. No matter which of
his disciples might for the moment
oceupy the foreground of the political
stage, he was overshadowed by the
figure of GAMBETTA, at once dictatorial
and irresponsible,

It"will prove all the better for France
if CLEMENCEAU, like GAMBETTA, does
not lose his influence with his office.
M. BRIAND has not yet been tested in
the place of supreme authority, and
therefore it remains to be seen whether
any French public man can, like CLe-
MENCEAU, guide the State safely in the
struggle between capijtal and labor, be-
tween organized workingmen and the
civil power. The fact that the present
Premier began as a Socialist does not
commend him to the great majority of
middle class Frenchmen, who are Radi-

cal Republicans.

Hitherto M. BRIAND has seemed to be
a loyal adherent of CLEMENCEAU. If
he carries out the latter’s policies faith-
fully he may manage to retain power,
or the semblance of power, for a con-
siderable period. It is a dplicate and
difficult position, however, which - he
occupiese

e

Bilessings of Federal Rate Making.
For vears the heartless and abandoned
wretches who cortrolled the railroads
of this country made special rates for
school children, selling at exceptionally
low prices tickets to bona fide students
for use on school days. There was
never any- public outery over this dis-
crimination. The parents of children
naturally looked with favor on it, and
those who had no offspring of school
age regarded it as a proper enough
concession to the public demand for
educational facilities.

Several months ago the legality of
this discrimination was questioned, and
the Interstate Commerce Commission
made an administrative ruling declar-
ing that it must cease. This ruling has
now been affirmed. The commission
points out that its ruling does not pro-
hibit the publication of commutation
rates for children of specified ages, but
merely holds that such rates must be
open to all children within the ages
stated in the tariff regardless of their
mission, errand or business.”

That is, the object of the child in trav-
elling is not to be considered. Its age
only is to be taken into account., The
ruling, the entire propriety of which
from a legal point.of view may be beyond
question, illustrates in a striking way
the inelasticity of Government control,
Such control must be, from its very na-
ture, rigid and unbending. Its classi-
fications must be broad and inclusive,
If exceptions to rules are to be made
abuses will surely creep or jump in.

Yet these considerations will hardly
incite the publié¢ to enthusiastic approval
of a Federal statute that makes the edu-
cation of achild more expensive than it
has been in the past.

The Latest News From the Congo.

Tt is a fact of ihterest to Americans
that the Gray Book on the Congo just
published in Brussels contains a note
from our Secretary of State in reply to
the Belgium notification of the annexa-
tion of the Congo State. The note, it
appears, insists paruculurlv upon the
carrying out by Belguim of the obliga-
tions assumed by the Congo State under
the Brussels convention of July 2, 1800.
It gobs on to say that the system adopted
by the Congo Free State gave results
by no meags in accordance with its
treaty obligations. The Secretary of
State also expresses a wish to know
whether Belgium intends fulfilling the
engagements entered into by the Congo
Free State with the United States in
the declarations exchanged in 1884 and
"embodied in the treaty of January 24,
1801. Not having received the desired
information on these points, our Secre-
tary of State confines himself simply to
taking note of the announced annexa-
tion,

In response the Belgium Cabinet enters
into some explanations. Referring to
criticisms of the *“concessions” system,
it limits itself ‘to making known the
forthcoming sale or lease of a certain
number of lots of the “Domain” land.
* Foreigners,” it declares, “ whether busi-

ness men or missionaries, will find no
dearth of land available for purchase
in the Belgian colony.” It adds that the
concessions agreements do not debar
the Government from selling to third
parties such lands as are vacant in dis-
tricts covered by the concessions. As

gards the proprietary rights of the
tives the Belgian Cabinet intimates

confused the political territory of tribes
with the lands which are the collective
property of tribesmen. With respect
to the recognition by Belgium of the
rights conferred by the
thé United States by the y of 1801,
assurance is given by the Belgian Gov-
ernment of its intention not to lose sight
of the Congo State’s international obli-
gations, but it is submitted that not all
those obligations can survive the an-
nexation of the State to Belgium,

The London Tablet, from which we
obtain the above named facts, points
an elsewhere that the Belgian Colonial

inister is at present on a tour in the
Congo with the purpose of getting into,
direct touch. with the needs and re-
sources of the newly aoquired colony,
but his journey, according to La Presse
of Antwerp, has a more special object,
viz., the seleotion of a district and the
determination of the conditions under
which an experiment in the introduction
of free labor is to be made. It is ap-
parently the intention of the Belgian
Ministry to éstablish in one provinoce
of the Congo territory a rdgime of free-
dom of trade and labor, under which
the natives will be at liberty to sell the
produce of labor to traders and will‘be
allowed to pay their taxes in money.
A ‘province offering a typical example
of the average economic development
of the colony will be chosen for the pur-
pose. This province, according to the
Antwerp paper, will enjoy rapid com-
munications with the ocoast, and
everything will be done in order that
a thorough trial may be made of the
agronomio system which Great Britain
desires to see established throughout
the Congo region.

Art and Salome Dancing.

The arrest of a so-called Salome
dancer would be worth while if it sug-
gested to the publio that there is some
difference between the exercise of the
dance as a mere means of physical ex-
posure and as the expression of an art
that is entitled to its place among the
other arts of the theatre. sucoess
of an American dancer who has gained
the praise of Europe for restoring cer-
tain antique phases of the art in a man-
ner that has been undisputedly admitted

to the list of the theatre’s best reve-
ations has usually been made the ex-
cuse for the numerous wrigglers, strip-
pers and other vaudeville performers
who have in reality no justification for
their appearance other than such inci-
dental self-exhibition as that which
recently attracted the attention of the
Police, Department.

There has rarely been a trained dancer
among the women who tried to illustrate
with their muscles the emotions of
Heronias's daughter. Some of them
have been chorus girls, while music
hall singers and other performers seized
the opportunity to undress themselves
enough to profit by the craze. Any skill
in the terpsichorean art'was accounted
unnecessary. This idea of moderndanc-
ing had become so generally accepted
that the public remained indifferent to
the manifestation of the genuine sort
until its exponent moved from a Broad-
way theatre to the opera house and
danced to the accompaniment of a sym-
phony orchestra, It was then that the
public perceived that there was an art
in the revival of the old dances beyond
that which reduced dress to a minimum
and yet kept within the law. It took
something beyond the ability to cavort
in undress to npr-.m. the spirit of the
classic dances.

Since the first appearance of the
Salome dancers there has been no in-
crease in their artistic skill. The prog-
ress has been solely in the degree of

one dancer who has been conspicuous
in every reprehensible detail of the
Salomeycraze ought to have the effect
of emphasizing the difference between
mere physical display and artistic
dancing. ’

Looking for a Songbird.

Obviously Elder CALDWELL no longer
lounges at his ease in Charlotte and
waits for poesy to come to him wafted
on & hundred zephyr wings from lakes
and streams and hillsides far away.
Inspiration no longer blows in his direc-
tion. It must be chased and bridled in
its native wilds. The Muse has fled
this spick and span Charlotte, with
its well lighted, well paved streets and
its prevalent air of smugness. And the

wings have lost the way.

But we know by still another token that
Elder CALDWELL has wandered far afield,
for never else would this slander on
the Murphy Branch neighborhood have
found its way into his newspaper:

“It Is stated that because of a tieup of freight
trafic on the Murphy branch of the Southern
Raliway there was fear of a shortage of Wovisions
in the section of country affected: that at some
places there was actually a shortage in meal and
meat., This Is right In the section of the State
where the chief products of the farms should be
ecorn, beel cattic and hogs. It Is strange that the
people ehould depend on rallroads to supply their
ordinary wants in suoh srticles of food, and their
doing so, as evidenced by the consequences of
the raliroad blockade, seems passing strange. If
they are so dependent on the dally freight trains
for thelr supplies of bread and meat, how d!d they
get along before that rallroad was bullt only a
enmpcnilvely short while ago? Surely they did
pot haul their provisions across the mountain
ranges In wagons. They produced them on theiy
farms; and If they could do so then they can do
s0 now. It (s a state of afalrs neediog Improve.
ment that the blockade of traMe on a rallroad
r ing Into thelr secti hould threatena famine
in meat and breadstufls.”

This, of the Murphy Branch country,
that home of the tasselled corn, the
groaning smokehouse and the riotous
truck garden, lair of the ecstatic razor-
back and chosen jungle of the bob-o'-
link! A thousand times, No! Murphy
Branch runs through a land of fatness
from the sapphire summits down to the
gathered boskage of the vale. It was
not articles of food the yearning citi-
zens reached out for during the tieup
of the trains. It was something else,
that travels about through prohibition
BStates in little brown jugs, and if Elder
CALDWELL had been in Charlotte to
catch the Macedonian«cry he would
have seen to_the antiphone.

1t is clear that he is in some distant

that our State Department may have|part, perhaps buried in the “Brushies”

State on [by

personal exposure. The arrest of the |jand

winds that once bore it on their glowing | -

rapture from a palpitating lyre
and scattered it with a white but spend-
thrift hand. Maybe he for musio
the purling Swannanoa, with its
silvery bends, its anchored lilies and its
half laid ghosts of song. The wells of
poesy have gone dry. The bards are
lassoed for the cotton mills. Once gush-
ing founts of melody are sealed. And
Elder CALDWELL thtids the mazes with
cocked ear and at least one rib chal-
lenging the faintest nudge. Not long
ago North Carolina was the cradle of
the troubadours, and. he the skilful,
understanding master who trussed them
up and sent them forth to twitter on
the bougha. Now silence reigns, Save
for the whir of the factories the
throb of waler power borne for miles
from mountain streams to bustling
towns and’industries still in their swad-
dling clothes and the confusing outeries
of the toiling masses, North Carolina is
a8 noiseless as some sacred tomb.

No more the deep, triumphant chords
of “Sister MURPHY"; no more the light,
tripping roundelay, “I seen pa comin’
steppin’ high.” We have forgotten
almost the yielding “maiden in the
rowboat” and the insidious cadences of
“Fireman, save me child!”* No wonder
Elder CALDWELL wanders in remote
places, far from the sordid, madding
crowd, knee deep in cockleburrs and
by miles of sullen, unresponsive brooks.
No wonder he leaves the fame of rich
districts open to an impious stroke.
The poets have vanished, mad® money
or been kidnapped by South Carolina,
and what is the old North Bhta without
music and without song?

The physiclan sald he
01 the case, that the
mind at the time he

still of that

was
s o e S o S e tscombent
~—From ke news o] pesterday.
But it was an expert alienist who was
testifying. Are we to require consis-
tency from such?

————
THE PATRIOTIC CANADIAN.

Remarks for the Benefit of Ameriea
and Great Britain,

To TaE Fn11or oF THR SUN—S8ir:  While
temporarily in my native State, New
York, | take the liberty of dating my com-
wunication from my place of residence.
As to the communication of tha “Con-
scientious Englishman® ¥ would ask him
where he gets his historical information.
Every Canadian school child ten yeara of
age knows that the Shannon was under
the command of a Nova Scotian when the
Chesapeake struck her colors. Of course it
is not to be expected that this fact should
permeate the ipsular prejudice of some
Foglishmen [ would also remind Mr.
*Conscientious Englishman” that the triple
cross flag that waves over Canada is not
the English Union Jack, except as the Stars
and Stripes sometimes waves thers, as a
eign of Canadian courtesy towasd the sub-
jects of sither country that might be pres-
ent at our calebrations.

The flag that waves over Canada as an
emblem of aut hority has the maple wreath
and beaver in it. It is surprising that one
posing as a historical author#ty does not
know that Canada is not a colony but
an independent nation, owing allegiance
to no country under heaven, hut loyal to
the Anglo-Celtic race and the Anglo-Celtic
ideals of government, is proud to be num-
bered with the British confederation of
nations, and pleased at any time to go to
the relief of the mother land in the time of
her distress as she did at the time of the
Boer war.

1 fail to upderstand just what awful in-
sinuation that “Consclientious Englishman”
saw in my letter, as my whole purpose was
to assure our American friends that they
need not worry about Canada booomuu
pglm a part of the German l!mplre

ishman nd

onscientious Engl
the Canadian volunteer :L-.

land, ﬂu
oqu\p maritime Power in the wor

consider how long it took
transport 250,000 soldiers to South Afri h.
will mllumn Canada is in no dunlu?:'"a

belleved, on the history
ftioner was of unsound

t his victim and that he
fon. The Jussice before

ln t.b u&mohnbh oveu ot l:lchld being

ol "&l ermany. If It

l’ soothe the ru of my ovor-
nlulmo English fri h

ateh lch-

sure that in the Mﬂortc IIAcl
anders England ha tho best ﬂtlmnc regi-
ment in ge t I would also runmd
him that at the nubt charge on Cron {
fortifications the raw Canadian militia
ol 100 closer to the Boers than did
e Black Watch, and in the morning were
oul) prevenied from rushing the Boer en-
campment by the peremptory orders of
Lor oberts: that at Sands River, when
the London Yeomanry, a regiment of Eng-

lish & umeu mddon dlnoo\ennc “Bah
ove' at it was " Deue rm, dontche
now"” vo get in the way ot er bullets,
gallo off the fleld, the raw Canadian
mllit witheut food or water, held=their

pesition for two days unti relieved by Gen-
eral Kitchener: that while company after
company of different Fn.llnh regiments
surr: ered to the Boers, t while the

Canadians were always in tho vanmurd of

lhe English army and continually detalled
to do scouting duty, they did not at any
tlme surrender,

lLet me now assure my English friend that
Canada not only can take care of hersel
but can and will if necessary help the
mother conntry, because the British form of
government Is the most free and enlight-
ened on earth to-dav. and jn the interest
of our common humanity must be every-
where preserved,

To Mr.Smarty the American permit me
to say that the English war vessels on
lLake Frie at the war of m! woro nemm-
commanded nor manned oﬁn adians,
alro that the Canadians ulend exactly
the same treatment to the mtltlvu from

American justice (7) that the Americans ex-
tended to fugitives from (.n.d n justice,
criminality

Of course, as the Wrmnuim
in this country has always n larger than
in Canada, and as the Canadian pol’hm have
always axceeded the American in efliciency
the number of (anadian criminals thaf
reached this country were infinitesimal by
comparison as to numbers, but the treat-
ment was in both cases the same

True, several times loJul!“ bands of
American criminals cal enians were
permritted by the American Government in
violation of the law of nations (o enter
Canada. These were driven back by !ho
Canadian militia with great slaughter; bn!
the .Canadians did not have the guilt
blood on their hands, as the aforesaid Fl-
nians ran themselves to death gottln(?ﬁ :
u') swell the Tammany vote in Ne or
elty,

Of course any one who ventures to inti-
mate that there is any country on earth
except this great and glorious home of
fammany, the political boss, mn ni ht ri-
ders, m of negro bumnb ndred
benevolent ln-muuono. is liable l% sus-
pected of suffering from the heat by a cer
tain class of Anmericans, whose knovbdg:
of the world at large would have to
uuohod for with a microscope and a di-
ving be| SAMUKL THORN,

ALBERTA, July 10,

A Philosgpher's Announcement.

To THR FoiToR oF Tmr Sun-—Sir. Referring
to the recent discussion of Newton's law by your
contributors “W, O. D” and “L. R. B" | beg
leave to say that | belleve | have been able to
elucidate the great law of universal circulation
as a natural corollary to the law of gravitation.

1 have undertaken to maintain the logical posi-
tion that the earth (and probably all other
tial bodies) is an animate organism ever constant
In its respective (sensible) vnrfmnm of all
the varied alt 1 and excr
which the words imply.

ATraxTiC CITY, July 27

C. M. Jones,

The Ungrateful Pablie.

To TAR Eprrox or Tus Suw—Sir: A Minne-
apolis despateh states that while the Rev. G. L.,
Morrill was photographing the Tgs of ladies who
ralsod thelr skirts at street crossings bystanders
injured _or broke his camers,

They wers wrong.

They should have broken his head.

MippLeTOWwWYN, July 27, JERARYMAN.

Her Posttion. v
Stetla—Do you belong to the Audubon Socieiy?
 Bella—Well, I'm & faunal mitiiner.

Flisalt s

osles- | power to destroy.

REPRESENT NEW YOan:

An Appeal n Our Cougressmen by the
Majority Leader in the Assembly.

To Tes Epiron or Tar Sux—8ir: An
unfortunate man without arms or legs was
stationed at a street corner. He was a
beggar and was provided with'doup in which
alms could be depgsited. A prosperous
citizen addressed him, saying: * What caused
your misfortune?” To which the unfortu-
nate man replied: “I was with Grant at
8hiloh,” wheresupon the citisen placed in
the cup 8 85 bill. “Thanks, " sald the begaar,
rojoicing greatly at the unezpeoted five.
“Are you thus generous to me becsuse [ am
a disabled Union soldier?” “No,” replied
the citizen, “my resson is that you are the
first Yank [ ever saw trimmed exactly to
my liking. [ was with Albert Sidney John-
ston at Shiloh, myself.”

Apelogizing for the antiquity of the story,
& member of the Cobden Club might falrly
use it, if he thought well of it, to enforoe
what must be his view of the tariff measure
now before Congress, It is not real free
prade of course, and it certainly is not pro-
tection, or rather it ia protection with
notable exceptions.

Owen Cassidy tells a story of & man who
went from some place in Schuyler county
to New York. He promised te return in
two dayd, but things happened  rapidly
after he crossed the ferry, and it was six
days before thoughts of home intruded.
He was too busy. Finally, however, he
saw & telegraph office and began to think.
He telegraphed his wife: “Am beginning
to get ready to commence to come home,”

ﬂuommyrmManYoﬂ
point of view why the Federal Legislature
should not pass s corporation tax law and
why Senators abd Representatives in Con-
gress from New York ought not te support
it under any pressure, sssuming of course
that the State of New York is a part of the
United States which they are representing
some of the time. I like the large view, but'
this business of represefiting constituents
doeas impose some positive obligations.

The State of New York already taxes cor-
porations in about every way practical, and
may want to tax them to a greater degrée
than at present. In addition to paying taxes
on local assessment on every species of
property and every privilege they possess
or enjoy, our New York corporations pay
to the State several millions ofdoliars s year.
And we need the money. New York has
undertaken and some time will complete the
barge canal. This will cost, with terminals
and other things, at least one-half as much
as the estimated cost of the Panama Canal,
or about $250,000,000.

New York has undertaken the construction
of highway improvements which will cost
the State, towns and counties at least §150,+
000,000, and In the end will no doubt greatly
exceed this sum. Pursuant to the Dick law
our Natlonal Guard is now part of the army
of the United States, and although the gen-
eral Government contributes to maintenance,
the cost to the State is constantly greater.

New York has the most efficient system
of hospitals for the insane of any country
in the world, and its sqghools and charities
are maintained with splendid liberality. As
our population increases these institutions
and activities assume larger proportions
and require additional and increasing ap-
propriation. A comprehensive system of

teaching agriculture at the State University,

at Cornell and in secondary schools has
been undertaken.

Fvery year the Legisiature is asked to
appropriate money for trade schools, hos-
pitals for tuberculosis and cancer, pensions
for State employees and war veterans, old
age pensions generally, and a great number
of other purposes. The State ought to
spend several millions as fast as is practical
for new prisons and reform sohools. Ordi-
nary human feeling and decency demands
{t. There is pressing need of liberal appro-
pristions for reforesting denuded land to
protect our water supply-and for many
other reasons.

The people of the State of New York are
demanding these things. They are proper
things for the State to do. They explain
the increasing cost of State Government.
State expenses will in a few years reach an
annual sum of not less than 850,000,000,

The annual budget of the city of New York
is over $1350,000,000, and that of the other
municipalties more than twice that sum.

In considering the means of ralsing money
for all these State and municipal purposes
it has been right to rely on the reserve of
property and tax on corporations and in-
heritances and incomes, (o the extent that
each should contribute to the cost of govern-
ment and in such order as seems wise and
necessary, These activities might not have
been undertaken and may not be pursued
if these sources of income are interfered
with by the Federal Government.

The State of New York would pay without
doubt one-half the entire corporation tax
levied by the Federal Govermment. This
would be fine for the States having few
corporations, although it iy likely that the
smaller States would feel a surprising bur-
den.

It seems to be proposed also to put on the
free list iron ore and paper. Newspapers
want to advocate protection on freé pdper
and destroy the largest single manufactur-
Ing industry in New York State, and the
middle West, with a duty on wheat, corn,
rye and beef, demandd free raw materialy
in the list of things she does not produce.

Westward the star of empire takes its
way, and our Hepresentatives and Senators
seéem ready to do what they can to help
things along.

May it be respectfully suggested that for
the balange of the special session they repre-
sent New York in particular? No American
business interest has demanded gny change
of the tariff either up or down. e demand
has been urged by the party which at the last
general election was defeated at the polls,
when William H. Taft was elected President.
The Dingley tarilf is a Republican tarifr,
and we shall do well to stick to it and try
no hazard of new fortunes. Before the
civil war cotton was king, afterward corn
was king, now it seema pork s king.

Tag 8ux of July 32 quetes Justice Brewer
of the Bupreme Court of the United States
thus:

The power 10 tax, as John Marshall sald, is the
1t once you give the power o
the nation to tax all the Incomes, you give them
power to tax the States, not out of their existence
but out of thelr vitallty.

The founders of our Government wisely
and clearly definad what sources of revenue
were available for the use of the Btates
and what for the general Government,
There should be no encroachment by one
upon another in this respect. Our Legisia-
tures and our courts should sealously pre-
serve the spirit and the letter of our Consti-
tution.

if the Federal Government takea for iteelf
sources of revenue such as corporats tazes,
siveady imposed by States, it will not be

{

llu before the States will be demending

atW . Letthe State
and the naticnal oﬂmus each ocon-
fine it activities to its own clear and well
defined sphere of action, and the develop-
ment of American olvilisation and govern-
ment will proceed naturally along the lines
provided for by the'fathers and founders
of our country expreased In that great
charter of our liberties which we know as
th. Constitution of the United States.

Epwix A, Mernixr, Jr.

Porspas, July 26.

THE CANAL AT PANAMA.

French snd Amerioan Achiovement—
What Might Have Been.
From a letter of Philippe Bunaw-Varilia to ihe
London Times

The French found the isthmue in the state
s virgin forest: they had to transform it
to a habitable land and to establish hos-
pitals, dwellings and shops all along the
projected canal route; they had to sducate
the West Indian negroes of the sygar cane
plantations into public works laborers; they
had to select and adapt the proper machin-
eory; they. had to endure the crucial trials
and suffer the continuous losses due to
yellow and malarial fevers, the prophilaxy
of which became known several years after
the works were stopped; they had to study
and resolve numerous and conflicting
lema due to the nature of the soil, extremely
treacherous and slippery near the surface.
The Amerioans found in the lethmus an
open book:; the difMoult grounds were re-
moved, they couid establish powerful ma-
ohines on a stable soll; they found an enor-
mous quantity of lodgings, plant, tracks
ready for use; the yellow fever being mas-
tered since 1001 they could bring seversl
thonsand white laborers in addition to the
West Indian negroes. Under these totally
different cireumstances it ia no wonder that
they bave done in five years what the French
did in seven and three-quarter years. Both
results confirm each other.and are oredit-
able as well to the pioneers as to their

BUCOSSSOrS.

I am a sincere admirer of the exeocutive
ability displayed by #he Americans, but as
one of the men in command during the
French period of activity I think that doing
Justice to the aoctual workers does not
necessarily entall injustice to their prede-
ceasors, who would have opened the com-
munication between the oceans in 1802 had
not their financial resources been stopped
at the end of 1888. I only deplore that this
remarkable executive abllity of the Amer-
jcans has not been put to the service of a
better plan, that they have not followed the
rational consequences of our experience. |
oconvinced M. de Lesseps that the rational
way was to establish a temporary lock canal’
and to transform it into a sea level canal
during the operation. Had this plan been
followed by the Americans they would have
opened the passage more than a year ago,
and within' nine years they would possess
the open, free, deep, wide channel devoid of
any locks or dams, therefore absolutely in-
d.tmouhlo. which I named the “Straits of
Panama.” This magnificent result cap be
reached at the relatively secondary expense
of £30,000,000 when the oontinuous water
line is established by the means at first of
a temporary look canal, which would not
have cost £20,000,000. -

Misled by a false ‘conception the Ameri-
cans are tied to the wrong idea of a per-
petusl lock canal, the life of whisch depands
on structures of most questionable stability
the cost of which is recognized now by the
American Government to be £56,400,000,
instead of £28,000,000, which was the esti-
mated cost three and a half years ago,
and which will be perpetually exposed to
an accident such as that which ocourred
recently to the 800 Canal, or to'total destruc-
tion by an earthquake or dynamite ex-
plosion,

FILIPINO SELF-GOVERNMENT.

Judge Smith's Opiniens Deubted and His
Conclusions Dembed.

To Tax Epiron or Tas BUN—8ir: Judge
Chester H. Smith of Michigan, just returned
“after seven years coutinuous service in
the Philippines,” Is quoted as saying that
the islands are “practically self-governed.”
Apparently Judge Smith has forgotten the
statute of the United States under which
the islands are governed, Perhaps he did
not use the word “practically ” in its usual
sense, or possibly he was misquoted, though
I have no faith in this theory of extenuation,
Judge Smith will remember that even what
little voice the Filipinos have in their local

government is subject to the supervisiog
and veto of their rulers. He will also recall
that for ten years Congress has been urged-
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Veood of the lu Gods.

To var EprToR oF TRERUN —Sir: You have now
served to “Ex Trans Appalachian” two portions
of clam chowder, and they will prove as disap-
polnting o him as other newspapers are W a
reader of THR SuN., “E. T. A." Is evidently not
an Invalid, and he wants real old tfashioned
chowder, the kind that will “stiek to your ribs.*
and which after eating will require no angel,
gobiin or any one eise to “ad you by the hand.*
It him but taste of the following and he will
shout “Fureka'™ and “go forth and remember his
SOrrows no more.”

Fifty hard clams, can lomatoes, three pints
diced raw potatoes, three good sized onlons, half
pound salt pork, one tabl ful thyme
black pepper tosuit. The clams should be
at home in order to secure 411 the julce which they
may contaln.

Mix all ingredients and cook slowly for three

..,

hours. adding water from time to time to prevent
chowder from booonlu too thick. Clams, toma-
toes and onlons shouild be p d through &

food ehopper, pork and mknt diced by hand.
Serve with pliot grackers; no other will do, .

I overheard an old fellow say o praise of this
chowder, “When [ bave that chowderd don't want
nothing else.” EHE

MomrisTowN, N. J., July 27.

An Impatient Business Man.

To THER EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir; When I was
s boy 1 went (o sea. The mate sent me 1o ce
something. 1 gawked along too slowly 1o suls
his ideas, Mo sald: “Hoy, you would be a first
class hand nmammmwrumm
were slok.”

The present Congress reminds me of what
the mate sald. If the business of the country
s sick, walting on the doctors to heal it, I fear the
patient will be & corpse or worse by the time they
get through. C. L. Ssurm,
Pomona, Fla., July 23,
.

The Bumbleship.

y drift,

FHE RAILWAYS OF MEXIOO 1

Wasamwaron, July 27.~Tn the July
number of Moody's Magasine Mr. Elisha
H. Talbot reviews the raflway situation
in Mexico. He says that "before we of
the United States had to appre-
S e

suits, w Ello our own vaunted enterprise
rested supinely on its arms, satisfled with
ita achievements in more distant coun-
tries.”

This is not an entirely fair atatement of
the case. When Diaz bédcame the con-
stitutional President of Mexico In 1877 the
country had about 350 mfiles of railway.
National affairs were in a state of disorder
and demoralization. Investmept was lit-
tle else than a gamble, offering no special
temptation to Americans, who were at
that time ooccupied with the projects
which resulted in the construction of
some 85,000 miles of American railway
in twelve years (1879-1800). There was
nothing “supine® in American railway
energy and capital at that time. They
were actively employed in more promis-
ing enterprises at home, Moreover it

prob- | was during the earlier years of that lime

that enterprising Bostonjans undertook
and completed the construction of the
1,200 mile line'from the Texas border to
the Mexican capital, an enterprise of
about four times the magnitude of the

lier by the Europeans. Binoce that time
American capital has been the strongest
individua! factor in Mexico's rallway
system, and is now the dominant factor,
Mexico now has about 12,500 miles of
railway. Out of the total about 7,000
miles are under control of the recently
effected consolidation known as the
National Railways of Mexico. In this
system the Government holds a majority
interest, but mmwmthln
the hands of capable and ,
American ofMcials, ‘ndthonplur'md.
#xcepting the holding of the Government,
is very largely American. A large part
of the interest in the independent com:
pauies is also held in this country. The
Southern Pacific, for instance, owns a
Mexican system of nearly 1,000 miles. In
the mallway policy pursued by President
Diaz practically from the time of his firet
inauguration, more than thirty years ago,
there have been two major

respurces and the creation of a system of
military highways as factors in the main-
tenance of political peace and publio
order. Both undertakings hawve been won-
derfully successful,

How muoch further Mexico will go in¢
the way of railway expansion In the imme-
diate future seems to us less certain than
it does to Mr. Talbot. He says that “it
is an accepted fact that Mexico is enter-
ing upon & new era of great activity in
railway building.” This may be the fact,
but railway bailding may easily be over-
done In such a country, and railway build-
ers as well as investors are much more
oconservative about such enterprises than
they were a few years ago. Most of
Mexico's principal centres arealready in-
cluded in the raliway system, and most of
those not yet included can only be reached
by lines very ocostly in oconstruction.
Lined will doubtless be built as rapidly as
social and economic conditions justity

on, but in most cases the busi-
ness will have to be in sight before the
money can be obtained for new mileage.

pext to the master mind of Porfirio Dias,
the important factor in the tranafor-
ma of Mexico within a generation
from a land of poverty and political chaos
into a land of law and order, progress and
plenty. There may and perhaps will be
a jar when the control of affairs passes,
as some day it must, to other hands, but
Mexico's future is now little less assured
than is our own.

Tale of Two Parfies.

To TAE Eprror or Tue BuN—Sir: The
curse of the day is partyism,

One party is 80 swollen with pom that
it has no regard for conatitutional limita
tions,

The other party is so shrunken by neglect
of all the principies on which it was founded
and by baving taken ks a leader a blatant
demagogue that it has sacrificed its self-
respect and all pu confidence, and it
will require something more ¢han talk to
redeem |t.

It is humiliating to witness the subjection
of the country’s welfare to party’'s behests,

The great need of the day is backbone
{n our public men-—more devotion to publig
interests and léss to purely looal nlhi
considerations.

The country’s real interests are allowed to
all attention being concentrated eon
party Issues and promises, ET. W,
NEw Yonrk, July 27,

Amending the Fundamental Raw,

ToTur Epiror or THE Bux—Sir: Suppose
that a suficlent number of State Legislatures
vote for the income tax amendment of the
Constitution to make It a law, would it be
effective without the repeal of the first part
of clause 3 of section 2 of Article I, of the
Constitution as it now stands?

Brooxryy, July 27,

Further “'D. to "'l. Allgy.”
TG fum EpiTOR OF THE SUN—Sir: The

and ready tongue.
One day one of them sald, “Charley, whbat s
ou drink?!” and Charley seld: “ thing

As Ever,
ON THE WAY.
We are moving w the country and our brand new

We've Onished vuh the packing and are ready
now 1o go.
Wae've taken the canary and the parrot and the cat,
Anvo‘r-n:l'd-ddcwuhoﬂu'ﬂhllu
v

We have loft the city racket and the turmoll ang
the heat,

Aumnmu-yuu-nmmmn,
and the sireet.

mvumlcmm-a‘wnm
o8 our way:

We'll eat our humble supper at the m'
to-day!

LATER.
We have been here most a fortnight in this -

forsaken spot! -
The roads are

awful, and,
ala’s it hot! el

The dooryard's full of mortar, but there"
blade of grass. vans
We baven't any neighbors and broiling
the glare, e -

And the stience Is 8o awful that It
=4 s more than we

m.::u-m-m.m-m.
cat, .
m-mdlﬂ-mm,‘.-.“

ghttul fat g
L8 warenmeves.

o

There's hardly any waier and there len’t any gas; ~

Vera Cruz line built a few years ear-

purposes, -
namely the development of Mdkico’s vast

Unquestionably railways have been,

~
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