ukingl Bigger than Panama, then of
course more expensive, but what of that?
Waus it to be expected that this great
State would forever rest contented with
Gowanus’?

We invite the attention of our fellow,
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the sort to make the patriotic citizen
prowd of his own 8 He cannot fail
to feel grateful to the Governor and the
Legislature for their wisdom at the last
session in adding two more canals to
the grand total of our magnificent
waterways. Here are Panama and
Sues paling before our own gaze; Kiel
and Corinth are only to be compared to
sections, mere fractions of our colossal
triumph, still incomplete, still suscep-
tible of infinite extension.

Senator HiLL says nothing about cost,
and only a word about delay. Why
should we, why should anybody? Is
$200,000,000 too much to pay for primacy,
even in fatuity? Of course not. Thanks
are due from us all to the Hon. HENRY
W. Hn. 1f, unlike most canal cham-
pions, he has told a little truth, it will do
no harm, the proportion is too small.
What are delay and increased expense?
The delay is nothing but a pledge of
greater cost. The expense is nothing
but the final evidence of Governmental
wisdom. Meantime, let us all give
thanks that the present canal did its
duty so nobly and despite age and
decrepitude floated the newest Henry
Hudson from Half Moon to the Niagara.

A Chief Justice at the Circus.

The court of last resort of the State of
Texas has just decided that a Wild West
show is not a circus.

It might be supposed at first blush
that such a question was hardly im-
portant enough to merit the attention
of the highest tribunal in a great Com-
monwealth, but the litigation in which it
aross was conducted in behalf of the
prosecution by the Attorney-General of
the State. The defendant was Colonel
WiLLiaM F. Copy, and the peculiarity
of the case was that the Chief Jus-
tice of Texas, who wrote the opinion,
based hia decision not wholly on the tes- |
timony of the witnesses before the trial
court as tontained in the record, but
upon his own personal knowledge as to
what a circus was and is. In other
words, the Court took judicial notioe of
the constituents which make up a circus
in thelegal meaning of that word.

A Texas statute exacts a license fee
of $250 for “every circus wherein eques-
trian or acrobatic feats or performances
are exhibited.” It contains no further
explanation or exposition of the mean-
ing of the word “circus.” The Court was
therefore bound to assume that the
Legislature used the word in its common
and ordmary acceptation. As is well
known, Buffalo BrLy's Wild West Show
attempts to portray incidents and events
in frontier life which actually occurred
and which have some basis in history
or fact, It is<also designed to repre-
sent the skill of cowboys and other
rough riders; syocessful and unsuccess-
ful attempts at the highway robbery
of overland stages; fights between the
Indians and frontiersmen, and fur-
nishes striking examples of accurate
marksmanship in shooting with the
revolver and rifle,

These incidents are not characteristic
of the old fashioned circus. Chief Jus-
tice FISHER, being dmpressad with the
difference by reason of his early recol-
lections, sayes that in some mysterious
way he managed to raise money suffi-
cient to procure a ticket to a circus
which recently arrived in town and that
his observations at the performance
which he then witnessed confirmed his
conviction that the Wild West show was
not a circus. In the first place there
was no ring in the Wild West show. In
fact, a ring would have interfered with
the performance, whereas a ring is
essential 'to a trtie circus. The Chief
Justice emphasizes the distinction by a
striking series of negations, as follows:

"“There was an absence of the lady with the
paucity of garments, the gentieman in spike tall
coat with whip In haod, the clown that tries to
be funny and often fails, the trick pig or hog. bus |
both doubtiess to be found in the audience; the
trained animals, bareback riders, high and lofty
tumblers, the trapese performers, rbpe walkers,
charfot races and many others, and last but not
least the genial artist that delights my soul in
obligingly taking the photographs of my country

as they app upon the scene.”

The doctrine of judicial nqtice is one
ol the most interesting branches of the
law of evidence. It deals with the cir-
cumstances which warrant a court in
assuming the existence of certain facts
without taking any proof in the particu-
lar case that such facts exist. Familiar
examples relate to time, place and
historical events. To illustrate, a court
will take judicial cognizance of the hour
of sunrise or sunset on a given day, the
distance of one city in the State from
another city, and the date when the civil
war ended. There is a constant ten-
dency to extend this doctrine of judicial
notice and to enlarge the number of
classes to which it is applicable. This
Texas case, however, goes to the limit,
we (hink, in holding that a court may
take judicial notice of what constitutes
a cirocus,
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\' A Famous Vietory.

To the Legislature assembled in ex-

.. Racetrack gambling exists not because it is
Bidden or elusive dut as an organized business
. by legislative discrimination. * * *
question is neither as 1o sport nor as to
ABrse breeding. but as to the enforcement of the
conatitutional provision In its application 10 a
slalnly preventable evil, the continuance of
which ouirages the moral sentiment of the State
ﬂ“mmwmmthnh-m
“rler”

Three days later the Legislature
passed the Agnew-Hart bill, which abol-
ished forever by statute the “plainly
preventable evil” of racetrack gambling,
" gnd the Governor then made the fur-
ther public announcement:

"1 am deeply gratified at the result. It s
& ¥ictory for law and order the importance of
hich cannot be overestimated.”

/  “'We take the following extract from
hou'loolummofthe Evening Post
of Monday night, in which is described

& portion of the happenings at the
recent Futurity:

* Betting occupled the greater share of atten-
tlon, however, the early part of the afternoon,
The grounds were pi ded with s In
large type saying that bookmaking or gambling
8 aay form was probibited and giving the text
of e law passed by the Legislature last year.
The notice was signed by the secretary of the
Joekey Club.

“in the hig rallroad-station-like structure
which the Jockey Club provides to sheller the
* prohibited ° practices the bookmakers were
on hand early. They carried large bundles of
Qs between their fAngers and recorded bets
Just as of yore, their clients handing them money
a8 fast as they couid take it. One after another
} come the clever young man who has read ‘past

pérformances* and thinks he has picked a winner,

the serdy looking person who has a system, the
man with the inside tip from the owmers, the
looking middie aged man who can

.pu 10 lose, and the obliging man who is merely
¢ mpling & m for the in the stand.”

Ome further quotation, this time from
fhe editorial columns of the Evening
3 Poet, seems to us significant on the situ-
p stion:

ha
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‘ « * Governor HUGHES s now In the feld explain-

b g and urging his plan for the reform of party
y government. His speech at Syracuse last night

was applauded throughout by alarge audience.”

We shall be forgiven, we trust, if we
fall back upon the familiar interroga-
tion:

" * But what good came of It at last'
Quoth Nitie PETRRRIN.
* Why, that | cannot tell,’ sald be;
* Put ‘twas a famous victery." ™

A Contemporary Columbus.
N3 This is the age of gallant discoverers
‘ and reckless travellers. Only the other
day BLfriOT crossed from Gaul to
Britain in an air craft, and not to be out-
done the Hon. HENRY W. HILL promptly
follows by a descent of the Erie Canal
from Tonawanda to ultimate Cohoes.
Mr. HiuL's experiences are not less
; interesting than those of the equally
{ gallant Frenchman, for HrLL, be it
t remembered, is the original canal man,
g the quasi-inventor of the $101,000,000
3 device. As an author of that volumi-
nous document “ Waterways and Canal
Construction in New York State” Mr.
has unquestionably contributed
more meaningless matter to the ar-
chives of the State Library than any
other public man of his time.
“The Erie Canal [that is, the new barge
coanal] is more difficult to construct
than the Panama Canal,” observes
Mr. HiLL as he leaps from the deck of
the good ship Cruiser, which has carried
safely over 8o many miles. “It
olves so many problems of hydraulic
engineering difficulty.” All these
. HILL sets forth with the true gusto
of a man of many, very many words.
Viaducts over the marshes of Monte-
suma, rock cuts at Lockport, above all
% the problem of the Mohawk, beside
whioh the Chagres is but a trout brook
in & meadow land.
On the subject of these difficulties
* Mr. HiuL grows eloquent. He tells
the sad story of contractors compelled
to construct two plants on one job, to
remodel machinery. In fact so moved
is Mr. HiLu that he almost expresses
an opinion. This approximate or near
opinion is that it will be four years—
at leasv—before the canal work is done.
tne-sew, «i0 will not prophesy about this,
or are not some o: the final surveys
«till to be made? Are not quicksands
rewly discovered yawning at the feet
of unhappy contractors? Let us not,
mareover, omit to mention Irondequoit
Creek Valley; there is a problem to be
proud of.
On one subject alone the Hon. HENRY
W. HiLL is silent. It is a minor matter,
of course. In fact it s nothing but
he cost. Quicksands, marshes, the re-
iorseleas Mohawk, these are matters
0 talk about. Think of the pride, the
honest pride, we all must feel to know
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British Melodrama Again.

The first Drury Lane melodrama seen
in this country since “The Great Ruby”
temporarily restored the fortunes of
AUuGUSTIN DALY was performed last
night at a Broadway theatre. If
there is any stage product more elab-
orate in its processes of construction
than a London musical comedy it is
the English melodrama. There may
not be quite so many contributing
authors &s in the musical plays, but it
is a syndicate that constructs the plot,
contributes the great scene, suggests
the subject for the sensational element,
and injects the humor,which is about as
mechanical as the spectacular effects.
Not all these workers appear on tho;
programme with the frankness of ac- |
knowledgment customary in the musical

pieces.
Opposed as this school of drama is to

T“ QUNQ

the vivacious spirit of American audi-
ences, rarely since LESTER WALLACK
introduced these plays with “The
World” has our stage been so long with-
out a specimen of it. That successful
melodrama, with an expertly mechanical
scene showing a raft at sea as its crown-
ing sensation, was the first of a long
line of similar pieces. “The Lights of
London,” “Youth,” “The Romany Rye”

—these were earlier specimens of the
kind that for several years overran
the stage of this country. The ex-
tent to which the public was supposed
in the early 'ste to hunger for melo-
drama of British pattern may be under-

stood from the abandonment of his reg-
ular New York mélanges of Irish and
negro comedy by EDwWARD HARRIGAN
in order to devote the talents of his
company to the prevailing style of
drama. At one time the stage of every
high class New York theatre was dedi- |«
cated to some melodrama of transatian-
tic origin. .

Naturally the reaction came, but
before that time a new species of drama
had been introduced here and had taken
root in the American theatre. There
was rarely a season in the following
years that did not bring forward one
or two pieces in which canvas and cos-
tumes outbid the ingenuity and origi-
nality that had first made them interest-
ing. They were foreign to the spirit of
our audiences in their slow movement,
the mechanical humor of their situations
and their long drawn out heroics. Their
sensations rarely failed of effect, how-
ever, for long practice in building these
plays developed in their authors al-
most unfailing skill in these details.
Their spectacle was always chosen
from interesting originals, and they
were frequently based on actual inci-
dents that had more eloquence for
their first audiences than for those in

gradual
increase in this local color deprived
many of these melodramas of their
interest for American audiences, and
they have gradually ceased to be regu-
lar incidents of the theatrical year. Now
only the most notably successful of
these plays is selected for importation,
and that is likely to remain the rule.
As the native supply continueés large
and there has been no diminution in
the British appetite for plays of this
kind, there will probably be for some
to come an occasional renaissance
of dramas of this type.

Business and Literature.

The passing of Sir THEODORE MARTIN
and the reminder that he was able to
oombine literature with the activities
of a p.rliun.nury lawyer inspire the

in particular. “The art of composition
is an art of address. The writer of
whatever kind has an audience whose
ear it in his business to gain; and a
training in some kind of business other
than pure literature is likely to be very
useful in teaching him this art of ad-
dress.” An obvious truism, which the
Thunderer backs up with well known
instances: MILTON was Latin secretary,
BHAKESPEARE a theatre manager, and
among the novelists FIELDING was a
barrister and pelice magistrate, R1cH-
ARDSON a printer, DEFOE a jack of all
trades, SMOLLETT a surgeon, STERNE a
parson, and Sir WALTER ScOTT a law-
yer. Mighty shades to be evoked by the
name of the Prince Consort's amiable
biographer.

The Times's list might have been ex-
panded easily with more modern exam-
ples: WiLLiAM MORRIS the decorator,
DANTE GABRIEL ROSSETTI the painter,
GrORGE DU MAURIER the illustrator, E,
C. STEDMAN the broker, BRYANT the

urnalist, OLIVER WENDELL HoLMmMEs
he physician, a multitude more of vary-
ing merit. But is not #he tally of good

|
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THE ALASKA (OAL QUESTION.

Wasamvoron, Aug. 81.—A few yuu
ago large areas of exocellent coal were
disoovered in Alaska. As the law stood
prior to May, 1908, individual holdings of
coal lands in Alaska were limited to 160
acres. Because of repeated assertions
that under the conditions existing in
Alaska it was impossible to operate suc-
ocesafully areas 8o small, a bill was passed
by the Congrees providing for a consoli-
dation of entries.

The law of May, 1908, was entitled “An
act to encourage the dtvdomtoloo‘l
depogits in the Territory of Alaska.” It
provided for the consolidation of Tocations
made in good faith prior to November 12,
circular of instruction issued by the Secre-
tary of the Interior and dated May 16,
1907. Provision was made for the consoli-
dation of claims or locations or purchases
into a single holding “not to exceed 2,560
acres of contiguous lands,” provided that

“no ocorporation shall be permitted to
consolidate its claims under this act unleas
7 per cent. of its stook shall be held by
persons qualified to enter coal lands in
Alaska.” Assuming the existence of a
four foot vein of ccal ona 2,560 acre traot,
it is estimated that the yield would be
10,000,000 tons, a quantity regarded as suf-
ficient to justify operation.

The obvious purpose of the law of May,
1008, was to permit the development of the

Alaskan veins while prohibiting a mon- a

opoly of the industry. Section 3 of the
law declares:

That if any of the lands or deposits pur-
chased under the pfovulom of this act shall
be owned, | d, or con-
trolled by any ‘evlm pcrmuny temporarily,
directly, iadirecty, tacitly, or In any manner
whatsoever so that they form part of, or In any
way eflect any combination, or are In any wise
controlied by any combination in the form of an
uniawful trust, or form the subject of any contract
or conspiracy In restraint of trade in the mining
or selling of coal, or of any holding of surh lands
by any individual, partnership, association, cor-
poration, mortgage, stovk ownership, or control
in excess of 2,560 acres in the district of Alaska.
the title thereto shall be forfeited to the United
States by proceedings Instituted by the Attorney-
General of the United States In the courts for that
purpose,

This appears to be an earnest effort
W prevent any monopoly or effective
~ontrol of the Alaskan ooal deposits.
The success of the effort remains for de-
termination. The aread of special im-
portance are not yet available for com-
mercial purposes because of the present
lack of transportation faoilities. Work
on railways running into the coal districts
has been suspended.and it is fair to as-
sume that the cause of suspension was
the uncertainty of titles in the coal dis-
tricts. Within the last few days this
matter has been brought to publio atten-
tion. The law of 1908 provides for the
consolidation of their locations by original
entrymen, their heirs or assigns. The
charge is made that some and perhaps

many of the antries wereillegally made, '

that they were “dummy” entries, or that
they were made upder some arrangement
for subsequent transfer to an association
or oorporation. Titles are of oourse
defective if the original entries were not
made in conformity with the law, and
Attorney-General Wickersham has ex-
pressed his opinion that entries would
be illegal if made under any agreement
or contract on the part of entrymen which
would have “vested in one association
or corporation the title to the lands em-
braced in several entries.”

The purpose of the law of 1908 is highly
meritorious. The value of these proper-
ties is beyond question enormous. They
belonged originally to the Government;
that is, to the people of the United States.
Their transfer to organisations or to an
organization of monopolistio power or
even with controlling influence would
be an outrage. Under the law the
Government wsells Alaskan coal land
at a flat rate of $10 an acre, or $25.600
for a 2,560 acre tract. If such a tract
oarries 10,000,000 tons of coal marketable
at 83 to $4 a ton in competition with
dutiable coal from the Vancouver Island
mines, the opportunity for a gross abuse
of privilege is obvious. Better a little
delay and a safe conolusion of the matter
than a hasty decision and wholesale
robbery.

A Needed Lesson In the Etiguette of
Patriotism,
To trRe Ep1Tor or TRE SUN -~

-8Sir: [ very

writers with no training but that of the | recently visited the Capitol of your State

pen fully as long, and were these not
able to understand life just as well with-

out professional or business training? ish-American

|

1

at Albany, and while there was in the room

containing the flags carried by New York |
State regiments during the civil and Span- |
wars. One thing that im- |

ROBERT BURNS, SHELLEY, KEATS, Pog, | ressed me very deeply was the fact that |

WavLr WHITMAN or if poets, being born,
are barred, take the novelists alone,
DI1CKENS, THACKERAY, ANTHONY TROL-
Pe, WILKIE CoLuLINs, MEREDITH,

HowsLLs, HENRY JAMES. Not to speak I the presence of such emblems.
of the women or the tribe of “best sell- [is nothing compared to the disrespect shown |
ers” that writes intuitively from the by a man who keeps his hat on in & room

cradle without need of knowledge.
1t is interesting to know that ROGERS
was a banker, or LONGFELLOW & pro- |

fessor, or BLACKMORE a gardener, or | lessly walk through that room.

OLIVER GOLDSMITH and 8. WEIR MITCH- |
ELL physicians, but what has it to cln
with their writings?

After the frequenter of the saloon has taken his
iast drink in ton, I he goes out on the Biston
and \lrx Raflruad, it s u sixty seven mile rMe
before nds an open saloun. It on the Hoston
and Malne, It Is sixty miles. - Temperance

We wonder what differential is allowed | room of your Capitol.

to the Albany commuter?

Cow GiLL for Governor. -
Make it unanimous.

Kanxas Clity Star.

The Secret of Scase.
To ™ax Epirox or TrEk Sux -Sir:

terminal, kept by & Mr. Szasz.
spelled, , Szasse,

gave It up as & bad job.

One day while walking up the street | notleed | character.
several gentiemen standiag In front of Mr. Saasc's | o) (ortains & sineere adiolration end warm

store making strenuous efforts At pronouncing his
name, which was In large letters on the store
window. After a good deal of hissing and sizzing

|

Three or ®&ree with THE SUN that the report of the
four years ago there was & small shoe store on | (Ommittee on admissions (o the bar of the
Fulton street, Brooklyn, just below the bridge | New York County lLawyers Assocliation is
Mark how It is |
1 used to try to pronoanee | presume Its author, as well as every other
that name as I rods by In the cars, but finally 4 meruber of the commiittoe, also agrees, now

one of them suggested that they had not yet |

got outside of envugh boose 10 make a sucorss of
1t and that they repalr 1o the nearest boovzorium |
and booze up, which they did and then returned
0 the attack.

This provess was repeated several times, but

they fAnally gave it up and went back to melulrnnul) evidenced o,
boozorium for good. Before going away oune of  recent dinper to the Appellate Division,

them sald he was golng W “wrl' 1o ze Shun” and
offer Mr, Szasz as a caodidate for election to the
ha!l of fame. What 1 want 10 know |s, did Mr.
Szaszget In; and |1 he did, can anybody say It*
Sovrn Norwalrg, Conn,, Augustadl. W.8 J,

Arteriosclernsis.
From the New York Medical Journa!,

1t Is very generally feit that the high pressure
conditions of city life, the immoderate use of
alcoholleo stimulants and
foods, combined with worry and the increased
demands which are everywhere made upon the
individual to-day.are factors which are produc
ing earller arterial degeneration and consequent
premature senllily. It is no uncommon thing to
meet with well marked cases of atheromatous
arteries In New York in men who are rearer the
fourth than the Afth decade of lite
marked contrast 10 countries like Norway,
where simple. patriarchal llving is still practised,
and where men In the seventles and eightles not

lohacco, and Impure |

\

|
|

| tloneering contests he was always auended by

This is in | °

i

|80 few men removed their hats when in
that room: in fact the man who did s0o was
the exveption. It seenis to me that If there
is one place above another where men should
show their respect and reverence it is in
Failure to
stand during the playing of our sational air

| which contains those battle scarred flags,
many of which show they were 1y from
twenty to thirty engagements,

I cannot understand how & man can care- |

1 can only]
| have sympathy for those who féel no emo- |
! tion at the sight there presented.

At places like Grant"s Tomb, as you know, l
pernonu who are so lacking in respect for
| the place and the memory of the great
commander as to keep their hats oy ars
asked 10 remove them, and [ believe the
lesson would not be lost on rany men if
they were told to urcover while in the flag

SoN or A VETERAN.

ScrANTON, Pa., August 30.

Card From Judge Parker,

To e Epitor or Tne Svx—Sir: Re-
plying to your editoria! inguiry of to-day, [

too sweeping and too undiscriminating. [

gtiention Is called to ks sweeping
Lach one of them doubtless

that

personal regard for the Judges you men-

tion and for others az well, However, it |
should be Lorpe in miind that the report has |
not beern adopted by the New York County
Lavwyers Assoclation, nor has it been con-
sidered by that body. The high esteem in
which its members hold the Judges named

by you and the judiciury generally was
the ocoasion of thelr

Esorus, August 30,  ALTON B, PARRER,

The Fighting Parson.

From Lalu's Magazine,
When the great-grandfather of the present
D uke of Norfolk was engaged In any of his elec-

h is chapiain, an athletlc man and one who had
m ade such good use of his hands on several ooca-
s lons that he acquired the name of "The Fighting
Parson.” Mr. Dauncey. aneminent counsei, hav-
ing once to examine him as a withess during a
trial, asked “whether he was not the gentleman
called ‘“The Fighung Parson'" | belleve 1 am,
slr.” the divine replied “but If you require any
more positive proo! and will do me the favor to
step out of court | will give it o you under my |
wn hand.”  No further evidence was taken

Vindicated.
Physician- You should not see more than one

hnoquully presecve Lhe soft, elastic arteries of | person &t a Hime.

Patient—1 dou't; | never touch & drep,

THE DEFENCI OF DICKENS.

The Nm.t'- Mm Described as
True to Life.

To tas Ep1tor oF TRE SUN—8ir: “Poor
Dickens,” says Oliver Cram. | am tempted
o say “Voor Cram.” Where has he lived,
and vpder what conditions of restraint, that
he should “ave failed in everyday lfe to
meet numerous Betay ‘Trotwoods as well
as Mr. Micawbers?

Dickens as an acourate and intellizent
student of human neture has had few
equals. His character studies are generally

80 resl, so adroitly pictured that they not

only convines but become at once irresisti-
ble and charming. Only a genius endowed

with re ably keen perception could have
created them.

Were Mr. Cram a cave dweller bis narrow
acouaintance with !'ife and “the passing
show " might be exgpivined.

. 0. ¥. Marcoum.
New York, August 31,

His Lost Opportunity.

To Tae Eniror or THE Svx—8ir: Along
comes Oliver Cram, whose Dickens letter
points out to henighted millions the error
of their reading and lack of education.
lLike Moses he shows the way out of the
Dickens land of bondage and ignorance ‘nto
the sweet Beulah, fleids of light and erudi-
tion. How Dickens would have enjoyed
meeting Oliver Cram! He was very kind
and just to Oliver I'wist, and our Roches-
ter Oliver would certainly have reoeived
equal consideration. Perhaps the Rochester
Oliver is angry because Dickens portrayed
hlln ;o el voﬂzrlnmo:u L. 4§ the very works

al rel

Ollvor Cram says hinself he dotes on 't?:
profound treatment of life,” which is “

ub” with the ignorant millions who ar
scratching along and are mainly concern
with its “actua Mu they read and will
oo.'qtinue to read

ake all of the nmhon mentioned by
Oliver (‘nm. :ld (hey all collectlvnlr. write

a sing more than
olthor 'Dlvld Co or eld,” the sweetes
story ever told: kwlclx Papers,” ll
with more iun enuine hu

thn an othlr :lh{: publ cation, or * 5
ol Cities, ¢ greatest novel L an
of cenlu- in tlo English lhng:?n
CHARLES BOTT.
lnoou.n August 81,

In Londen Only.

To tAE Ep1ToR OF TRE SUN—S8ir: It has
been very painful for “Poor Dickens” and
mysell that such an article appeared in the
columns of your paper.

The hyperbolical statements made by this
literary cynic are absolutely untrue, for his

aracters are typical true and original
Enndon characters, to be found in London

l ﬂrmly beleve that in reality I have met
with such men as Rogue Riderhood and
Silas Wege Sockr.

ST, Glmmr Staten Island, August 31.

A Teacher of Goo1l.

To taz EpITOR OF TEE SUN—Sir. When
during our civil war General Lee had dis-
concerted the plans and defeated the armies
of one Northern General after another
the bitter cry went up that Lee violated
all the rules of war; he did not play fair.
When the Pope said to Cellini, “Those rules
were not mwant for such as Benvenuto,”
he went to the root of the matter. Some
minds cannot entertain the fact that rules
are made not to fetter genius, but as guides
for respactable mediocrity.
respect for Mr. Cram, it is not for him to
give the route. There are & number of
critics by direct nomination ever ready to
pull out their pocket code and to try to
condemn any work not conformiung to
their pet ideas. Everything in this world,
sacred and profane, is an object of legiti-
mate criticism, but denunciation is not
eriticism. John Dennis has been long dead

Mr. Cram says of “Bleak House”: “The
entire chancery portion of this novel is
caricature.” While 1 make no doubt Mr.
Cram has read the book, he seems to be
unfamiliar with the preface, in which Dick-
eus says: “At the present moment [August,
1853] there (s a suit before the court which
was commenced nearly twenty years ago,
in which from thirty to forty counsel have
been known to appear at one time; in which
costs have been incurred to the amount
of 70,000. which is a friendly suit, and
which is (I am assured) no nearer to ita
termination now than when it was begun.
It was to expose this outrageous state of
affairs and endeavor to secure reform that
the k was written. It was purely and
simply & tract, and gave the advocates of
Iaw reform a werful weapon inasmuch
as it set the facta before the public. Of
course so nlmplo a thought could not be
o xpec to occupy the subtle mind of l\lr
Cram. All of Dickens’s booke expose som
evil, and they wers all instrumental in el-
fecting a chanee for the better,

T am inclined to accept as nubn'ugthlly
correct Mr. Cram’s view of Dickens's
and villains, but it is with the minor
characters that the true Dickens lover
mostly concerns himself. When | a8 in
review that long gallery of maaterly por-
traits, drawn with so much humor, nnd
humor, there is not one that | would wis!

effaced: when 1 consider that wonderfu
croup of kindly eceentrics, one or more of

whom appear {n each of his works, there is
not one face I would not mise if lt were
absent, not one friend from whom I weuld
wllanly part. In particular I resent th
sssault on William Micaw . Eeq.
Wegw, the literary man with a wooden ieg

“The scene at Dijon hetween Carker -nd
Dombeyv's wife.” savs Mr. Cram. “is pure
transnontine drama * Good solid British
melodrama, complete with all the unities
| grant you; hut whv “transpontine™? If
by the mysterious epithet Mr. Cram meana
French he has paid Dickens a_compliment

perhaps not wholly deserved. Rut Mr.
Cram condemns it not as drama bhut
as simply drama. Does he expect polite
comedy? Dickens does not deal in such
Wares.

I onee in a letter to a dear friend, a
tender heart clear sved woman who
knows the world of men and books, «ajd
I liked all Dickens but the pathos, sayine
it appeared to he somewhat averdone and
| coming more from the pen than the heart,
I may bh permitted to auote a line from h-r
reply -1 am sure she will not oblest: “Tt
was never Dickena's pathos that held me.
It is his humor and humanness—not human-
ity something more living and vital. Diek
Swiveller, tha Marchioness, Peggotty, Batgy
Trot wood, Cap’n Cuttle, Weller --all of them
"- to me na alive as yon or 1"

To me Dickens teaches that one must
face the fact of the wickedness and migery
of the world, but at the same time aee the
wood a= well| To see good, ts do good and
to try to be good seems to m- the esacence
of his tesching Enwiy W. THOMAR.

New \'(7l. August 20

Mr. Cram Returns.

To ™ar/EpiTor oF TRE BUN—Sir: Well
might I repeat the words of Dickens’s great
countryman whose existence more than
atones for the atrneities of the Cocknev
breed of writers: “What's In & name? A
rose by any other name would smell as
Rweet " Runm-n, for ntumnl!. mv name
had been Oliver Cromwell Instead of
Oliver Cram, wonld it not at least he ac-
knowledesd that 1 was a great Englishman,
or the spook of one? My critics, all

| hafling from New York or from that home

of Pickwickian culture, Broaklyn--i pre-
sume it is not identical with Gothara—are
indignant that & Kochesterian with the
monosyllabic name of Cram should have
dared to speak of Dickens as vulgar. Now
that is fust whaut Dickens is, and | am glad
that Edwin W. Thomas shrinks fiom de-
nying this so-called novelist's vulgnrity.
He s quite wrong, however, In desuribing
Samuel Johnson as a Cockney., The lexi-
cographer was born In Lichfleld and only
lived in London in his maturer years. As
for Charles Lamb, I recognize in him a
Londoner but not a Cockney. The word
“Cocknay " connotes an lgnorant and
n itured Inhabitant of the British metro: b
ere is o uxun%uon which every dictionary

wlll probably s
The ﬁ‘“'ﬁ of blclen- # plots is not his
wornt fault Is_ridiculous misinterpreta-
tlon of life l‘nd chhnnuer s what ‘l" ulti-
Yy «onsign ks limbe o
lhc ummlly damped. 1 Inow how u mS
viable is the task of exposing the worl
ness o popuhr favorite: but popu
is no ulurlon of excellence in il
any more than it is in politios. Mr,
shows his absence of the oritic fu\'ﬂ ty
when he mll-d Cervantes a “carloaturist.
1 notice that he has not ad the a u-uy
to apply the Lorm to lol ng or to ql’

eray, Ans for " OIIIDI at surely not
man who

Iiterature? ﬂu ikes
le;}; i((‘n w!lldalno like Dickens

r vlhr"". worthy of
me. had ho, seeing
that his lmubrhtlon caused the aydience
to grin, exclaimed: “This meelln 3runt
“Mr. Chadband” of Hrooklyn thinke that 1
and all the others w x « Diok lll
an overrat wrlurol cuontmubo
tlowonr. eOrge h. who uoou

ng to C. . Hiscoe
o-' & live one, m‘ot tho pnn’lﬂ‘

iam Dear Howells

g T

Sarea®gs Plakene dase :
b Gissing admits t!
unfinished mgmm us %u:wu '3
many of ens’s boo Now among
:2‘305 0?1 genuine type of tlo live
1t is really true vul
minded the .-"."1’ M vlo at A
hour of day m.lnlz“ . He

‘Illlbh novel

{mnlo. 'b.u‘l‘,&"u;&ulbn ﬁ'l"“’w'

m‘cvm oountr v‘:&o-

:?1 noulu vorites among w -

o:. ve oed riks vll%‘a
spite of their sL0Oess ve
found b oritios to w
pinch A eas then of the

my critics and of their poor att at

sSarcasm on acoount my u
name, 1 adh to o.lluou
iene To Funt aimoee '35‘.}_" >

m of wil
f?:" Enow vht

ntu is will cease

l-grooo
w ' exacting
lm.:lc.aaf d::t t r
t the o own [} lorry
RocHESTER, August 30.

A Mawkish Seatimentalist.

To T™as Eprror or Tae SUN—S8ir: 1 am
glad to see one man rise in revolt against
the Dickens cult, and I honor Mr. Oliver
Cram for the courage of his convictions.
As & boy of 18 1 read Diokens pretty thor-
oughly (some books I could not read, “Hard
Cash” for instance), but later whén I read
Scott, Irving, Bulwer Lytton and others I
came to see the impossible characters and

the mawkish unumeamuy ot Dtc
There is & certain broad h
Tvo C!%Io-"

wick P;pon. and the "‘l'nlo o!
may be called a strong sto{y beyond
there is nothing worth wh

There are several books which I read
about

in two vears and whic) ever
new. will mention two:Irving's F joker-
boepot‘l htory of Ni: xork ?'I;

S’mm- mnr approach the
humor the one nor ho &tml meat ot
the other. MACURDA.

NEwW Yonrx, Aunot n

LET CUBA ALONE.

Only Insidious Influences From Witheut
Threaten Her Independence,

Torue Epitor or Tae Sun—8ir: Denled
the privilege of vituperation through their
Havana mediums, because they were or-
dered under penalty of the law to tell the
truth, the enemies of Cuban freedom are
seeking to use the press of America to
foment discontent and eventually bring
about intervention and annexation. The
greater part of a communication signed “B*~
and printed in THE SUN of August 31 is made
out of the whole cloth, and the statement
that the United States looks on with “as-
sumed satisfaction” has no foundation.
President Taft knows to an lota the exact
political, physical and financial situation
in Cuba, and he wishes the present course
of the present Government to ®ontinue. No
man knows better than he when Cuba is

well governed, because he has been in per-

With all due | ®onal touch with the island for years.

It is just as well that Americans should
know now that Cuba is having no easy time
in retaining the freedom for which she gave
blood and kindred for fifty years, and this

is pot for any lnum.l reason. Nationally
(. ba is as peaceful u u.ny lace on earth
er political trou , &re about

on q ur with our obou

squab-
She has a st y

19?0«:."0 man at
er holm no natter w othor he s Choctaw,
fute or quimau, and his Cabinet is

spmpond of strong, able 3:- ve mon
hey honest men, an

Cuba of the last two weeks shows that {h

onesty ln

u‘x orm.

e t not for ouuli efforts Cuba
woull ve' nothing on her horizon but
puco and prosperity; but great tnufnu

ffected by trade oondmonl are always
lookl:f toward annexation, the first step
toward which is Int.fvendon These in-
teresta, with their ouomo\n money

are always ready ow America J‘; .!’
should nurvqna or .3: good ﬁ
en tll;; {:r the oonnorch?‘ hon:

ine
Cu o w‘:{- m“\nr liv~

som
lnl gnce on lh. rll
bove rovnuc

ffom her loum wnl lnenuo this balance.
That she hu nu’ouu'.‘te & loan means noth-
ing. was ritance from the
last In-rvontlon Cuba Aoesn’t n money.
Thotmﬁ news ‘of the ‘:ln‘nd we once
wept ov not come merica an

more bouus?‘midm Gomez has 4
manded (he truth.

u}lb‘ alone for a
with half a omo ocan mth

inc is ny in Tg

Amer ca choll

wt:’ in such a crisis as th
EW YORK, August 31.

do not countenance graft or d

OFFENSIVE PUBLIC SERVANTS.

Custom House Esplonage In Aggravated
Form Has Become Intolerable.

To e EpiTor oF TRRBUN~Sir: Really,
we are a thoroughly tame and long suffer-
ing people, though bold and assertive
enough when abroad, and not compelled
to defend ourselves, for we put up with
indignities and insults from public servants
which would not for a moment be tolerated
in any older country. As it is, many of
us are obliged to sue meekly and humbly
for our ordinary rights, und more or less to
kowtow to waiters in hotels and restaurants,
street car conductors, municipal servants
and others. The spirit of absurd equality
and bumptiousness oad tho cTare forﬁ'.‘

s

and its unjust exerc y pett
ll a survival of ’tnoaovolthm J

4 (I'\ rul ation by individuals ln
at» e pres
ng over munv lorm-olpouyt T

whlo ur‘o Just now .J.n‘a"
may directed t ﬁF; out oou- o-plo-
ngzoofthocu-mmo hlu.u %
tion department of w ork
{When all lnoomlln

e are atr .re
ov "ﬁn‘m of foreign mamlrlpl uﬂ
up on the gangways of their vessels b

-uhordtnrt-- of tne onorntlo yousn‘. ('ol-
made

Ector it is time f n:

ven In Iul{ 'hnrlor no such ob‘uo of

personal rights is lnn -ttln-
ust nov h

met with
nt hunt ling
oﬂomlvo to those who hav hga
tho en 1::! of the new t w
mb:“ y its unfal
t UnwWarr
ship upon 18" e part o’ gm ;um?& |
Island to oporc wop
irregularit yhich
criminal olut . |o
d or hys fema! °f. ul.
women who mno e clgmt!ol. r&

silly and p nc al, m;o'mcrml? ‘n-

as & nation the eyes
d, but it Is conduct
dignant protest. Aunlcnl
NEW YORK, August ao

To Oliver H. Yale, Jr.

TO THR EDITOR OF TRR SUN—Str: Please In-
sert In your paper the folluwing: The mother and
father of Oliver H, Yale, Jr., of Saugerties, R. ¥,
D., Ulster county, N. ¥., who left his home on
August 3, are heartbroken and beg him 1o return
or let them hear from him. He took with him
his high school diploma of Kingston, also his
diploma uf Spencer Business School.

A HBARTPROKEN MOTEER AND 'FATHRR.

SAVOERTIES, August 30,

Deantistry In Greece.
From Dally Consviar and Trade Reporis.

In Athens there are three foreign dentisis—1wo
Faglishmen and one German—who have modemn
equipments, charge high prides, and have so many
clients that they are obliged 10 turn some of tham
away. There are also sixty natlve dentists.
However, outside of Athens dentistry is usually
a functien of the barber, who only draws teeth,

The Hotme vmer.

We welcome now w i gusto

A long lost abser ‘ee,
One who has spen’ 1 exile

Three monihs upon the sea.
Through every day of parting

Our hearts have vainly yearned,
So we rejolce our loved one

In bealth has nuw returned.

We scarce command the patience
To walt for a caress

While 10 the form we cherish
Our sager 'ps we press.

The counuess friends are thronging,
A bappy race of meo,

Who all with deep aflection
The oyster hall agsin.

McLawpsvaas WiLeow. in

A UNIFORN JUDICIAL SYSTEMN

b s
Nelither Desirable Nor Safe for the States
of the Unlon,

To Tas Eprror or Tus Sun—S8ir: 1 read
with pleasure the article in ThE Sux disap~
proving the proposition of the commities
of the American Bar Association at Detroft
recommending a “uniform judioial system
for all the Statee.” When you say that
“the strength and indissolubility of elo
Unilon depend largely on the in
of the States in their domestio vou
touch the fundamentally radical character
of this proposed innovation.

The framers of the Constitution, said
Douglas in 1858, “never conoceived the idea
that uniformity in the domestio institutions
of the differsut Btates was sither desirable
or possible. They well understood that
the faws and institutions which would be
well adapéed to the granite hills of New :
Hampshire would. be unfit for the rice .
phnuﬂou of Bouth- ina; they wel]
understood that each one _hirteen 1
Cm had distinct and separate interests |
and required distinot and omnu local
laws and local institutions.” ]

A pation as vast as the American republio
poised vpon & system of uniform laws
would break to pleces of iis own welight.
The Union achieves its chief glory within
the sphere of its purpose. Where uni-
loﬂnuy is desirable, as in our dealings with

the external world, in matters of war,

pesace, negotiation, and f
or in facilitating interstate
tersof coin, weights and measures, postal
regulations, and bankruptey, we have the
full measure of Federal power necessary for
uniformity. In fact, the constant tendency
is to extend the of uniformity by
“new interpretations” and amendmeants of |
the Constitution. But the reserved powers ;
of the States, says Madison, “concern the

lives, liberties and properties of the people,

and the'internal order, improvement and

prosperity of the State.”

In 8o far as the States have not & udtform :
Judiclal system each State differs from her
sisters in having the judicial system she un-
derstands to meet her requiremants.

WILLIAM JORN Bana,

New York, Auguat 81.

RAISING TRE ROOF.

Male Suffragottes With an Ingeaulty
Almost Female.

To e EDiTOR oF THE SuN—Sir: Since
three suffragettes who had been excluded
from a meeting were found roosting on the
roof of the hall in the rain some opponents
are claiming this as proof of the unfitness
of women to vote. It has become a favorite
method in England of persons who are
barred out from a political meeting to take
to the roof in order to interject questions
through the roof windows.

The other day a Cabinet Minister was
to address a public meeting in Rochester,
The evening before a number of men soaled
the roof of the Corn Exchange and lay there
all night and all the next day till the meeting
began. Then they rose to their feet for the
first time in twenty-four hours, and through
a window opening upon the roof they
made speeches through a megaphone
against taxation without representation
and lowered into the hall a large woman
suffrage flag, at the same time calling for
three cheers for Mrs. Pankhurst and Mrs,
Despard, which wm loudly given by the
audience.

Thirty men, with tlo help of two ladders
and a long pole, suoceeded after much
trouble in forcing open a trap door and
dislodging the suffrage sympathizers on the
roof. When they at last got it open the
interrupters jumped to another roof twelve
feet below, and then slid sixty feet down a
water pipe to the ground. All but one
of them escaped.

Now that all women have been shut out
of public meetings for fear of suffragettes,
it is reported that men are interrupting the
meetings on all sides with questions about
votes for women; but the most uitra oppo-
nents do not claim this as proof of the utter
unfitness of the male sex for suffrage. On
the contrary in London papers members
of the Men's League for Women's Suffrage
boast that the men are now showing as -
much “courage and resource” in harassing i
the Cabinet Ministers as has been shown by
the women. ALICE STONE BLACKWELL,

CHILMARK, Mass.,
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BUNYAN IN THE ABBEY.

A Memorial Window Seom to Be Placed
n Westminster.

To tae Epitor or TR Bow-Sir: A
" { painted window to the memory of John
Bunyan, the author of “The Pilgrim's |
Progress.” will be placed in Westminster
Abbey at the estimated cost of §7,000, to
which I understand several Americans have
already contributed. The work has been
entrusted to J. M. Comper. It was the in-
tention of Dean Btanley to erect a memorial
to Bunyan in the abbey, and Mr. Sherlock,
a prominent London churchman, relates
the following incident: As far back as the
year 1880 he took a party of workingmen
from Bethnal Green to view the monuments
of the abbey. Dean Stanley escorted them
around the bullding, but before starting he
said he hoped that any of the party would
not hesitate to ask any question they liked.
Oneof the men immediately said: “Mr. Dean,
will you plnu show us John Bunyan's
monument?” .nrn replied in his cn-
tle voice: “My fri you

ave posed
t the ‘e have no monument o
:ncmnﬂ:t‘ 5 any
am sorry to say.

ind to John nyan,
t is & matter very much
on % ind, and thc omission must be
T\n the | unriou: d:::oggd the fnollovu
u
g‘n‘h never loo? tho matter [ .ﬁ
u ln tho “

inson was lll‘
urb e n, Archbishop
urv-
nderstand the window will rcprﬁm
t o u.l dmmu. and -o art!
y t wrote
sn nat > urch u‘m bm

no!.v t lﬂ

vllnn mmum?r h:g

least twice »
measure bclorn to
vn

t some o?
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New 'GOII August 31.
Tmports This Year br Menths. - i
Each month of this yeas our imporis have
largely ezceeded In value those of ihe corre-
sponding moath of last year, demollng a steady
and considersble Increase in business generally, |
particularly among our factories. Here 1s the
Bureau. of Stastics record:

o 1908, 1909,

J:Mm 84,997,514 $103.478,.601 . {
February... 84,752,881 118,633,528
March.. .. 89,113,807 122,873,008
April.. 87,437 427 122,167,075
May. 84,002,828 116,080,588 )
June. 92,108,008 124,885,120 '
July .. 85,430,409 1 ll;.‘).lﬂ

Totals . 608,885,048  3830,287 488
Increase Il l” seven tlonnl Lo 221,400,840

Experts Steadily Increasing.
Pureau of Statistics Aigures of our exports show
& sieady Increase as compared with the same

months of lass year
is the record .
:mm. 1908, 1000,
May. ... 3113810378 $123,322,778
June . 115,380,280 117410080
SO . i svsruaesans 102,100,578 l’ 9_3.354
Tolals ......... Ty AT0.24  $380,194.701
Increase in 1009 three months . B LY LN ) \

mmm.ummd‘m |
pormal conditions In our exporis,
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