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Iy otr friends who ravor us with manuscripts for
publication wish to have rejected articles veturned
i Meymeust inall cases send slamps for (hat purpose.

4 oﬁqnplmc Victims of Plunderers.
" ““Mr. GrrroRD PINCHOT says that the
E  of the United States have been
- vomplacent victims of a system of
" plunder perpetrated by men many of
whom are model citizens in their private

 dives, but who as members of a cor-

suffer from a curious moral
on.” The directness of the
. “gtatement leaves possible no other in-
_ _ference than that Mr. PINCHOT knows
~_hut withholds thehames of these models
A of individual morality who, associated
¢ ' and organized, become thieves and pil-
~ lagers.
The late ETHAN ALLEN HITCHCOCK
evidently believed what Mr. PiNcHOT
to know, and strove diligently
‘run the rascals down. If Mr. PiN-
QHOT can, as his statement certainly
| “fndicates, put names to these citizens
“swho aresaints as individuals and scoun-
. drels when organized, must we believe
. that he never gave his friend and chief
RE ROOSBEVELT the names of
. ‘the rascals and the facts on which his
. “@6nviction of their rascality rested?
MWas the known friction between Mr.
RoosEvELT and the fearless and faithful
Mr. HrrcHCOCK, due in any way to the
. President’'s desire to shield some of
these unnamed “plunderers” of whom
American people are the “compla-
, viotims”™?
Mr. PINCHOT appears to have said
" +sither too much or.too little. If he does
" mot know the offenders he would do well
ol modify his statement and give it the
-+ ‘form of suspicion, belief or personal con-
‘1" wiction, 1f he does know them he should
 name them.

¥

b

!

"~ Dr. Lowell on Panaceas,

" Sindé Governor HUGHES first took the
field in this State the direct nomina-
b oodions movement has suffered from no
Lis +more destructive attack than that re-
.. eantly directed against it by President
i A. LAWRBENCE LOWELL. Men equally
Pt {«w in the public life of the nation,
' President ScREURMAN of Cornell and
4 President Emeritus ELioT, Dr. LOWELL'S

ﬂmmor. have declared their dis-
P of and opposition to direct nomi-

. ‘The criticism made by Dr. LowELL,
preover, is significant above all others

Of the whole reform motif, Dr. LowELL
pays in words that have almost an en-
eyclopsedic character:

* Reformars are always prome to belleve that
Pow devide of their sponsoring will work as
Belleve it surely will, and when 1t does mot
"mmdwmld. They are
far %00 prone to think that they have & panaces

will change humanity, whersas man is
&::r 4 ho Was before he tried
good, some bad, and the
saess indifferent to matters which do not touch
1 fhelr personal Interdsts.”
. 73 " Again and again TRE SUN has main-
4 ined that the direct nominations agi-
35 fation aimed not at the reform of in-
. stitutions but at the metamorphosis of
. jmmutable human nature; that the abuses
at were fundamental in man, not
¥ form of man made
.. This view is expressed by
¢ ELL with the utmost clearness:
“ Mauy good people stand aghast at methods
Bite which they o~mmonly employ them-
in mote privete affairs. They rall at a
politieal machine of any kind, when they are in
\ with great complacency a lttle
: w0f thelr own in some soclety. They re-
er.“-‘mhponﬂa.wol conducting
L " business which they adopt naturally in carrying
L o8 & cludb or even a reform movement.”
‘No vagueness exists in Dr. LOWELL's
mind with reference to the direct pri-
mary iteelf. His views, an interesting
~ reaffirmation of those of Dr. ELiOT, are
worthy of the consideration of every
citizen who is even pretecding to think
* wpon this pending question:
* The subject of dire primaries Is a burning
one at present. Publiec op on this q
i \n a strange state of chaos. The campalgn for
s adoption in New York Is in full cry at the very
time that in Boston It has been abolished as a
fallure. Substaatially every one In Boston, in-
cluding the leading politiclans of both parties and
reformers, agreed that either system waa better
than the method of direct primaries which had
been tried for several yeams.”
Comment upon statements so abso-
lutely plain as Dr. LOWELL'S is unneces-
sary. Their purpose and their appli-
mation are unmistakable. Even to the
most ardent supporter of the Governor's
project they offer mo opportunity for
thesfamiliar distortion. It is for this
reasof, we presume, that the sentences
we quoted last, those dealing specifi-
eally with direct primaries, were omitted
from the news columns of the Evening
Post in its report of the address. Onoce

Y

A

’
YR

-
i
okt

Caunts o

et 0 S

presented to the readers of the Evening
Post, in its own pages, the task of main~
taining the false and preposterous pre-
sumption that only the wicked and the
corrupt, the bosses and their allies, were
against the direct primary idea would
become impossible. This delectable bit
of ostrich policy, we may suggest, serves
to give a new point to much that Dr.
LowELL said.

Like Dr. Evtor, Dr. LOWELL has made
a valuable contribution to the discus-
sion of a present problem in this State.
Nor do we believe that all the efforts of
the Evening Post to suppress the text
of his address will much avail, Its
readers will find elsewhere all that Dr.
LoWELL said, precisely as he said it.

The Sugar Trust Indictments, the
Stolen Letter and Mr. Root.

Our esteemed contemporary the
Springfield Republican offers a con-
jectural explanation of.the appearance
of Senator Roor’'s name in connection
with the attemp} last summer to pre-
vent the indictment of certain directors
and officers of the sugar trust:

“ The probability Is that he was here engaged
simply In performing a friendly service requested
of him by New York constituents in his profession,
and that, in any case, whatever may have been the
motive back of the request, there was no thought
on his part of making his lnfluence felt one way
or the other In the matter.”

The Republican’'s remarks refer to the
mention of ‘Mr. RooT in a confidential
letter from Mr. WICKERSHAM to District
Attorney Wisg. The letter was copied
or abstracted from the files of the
Attorney-General's office, and published
a few days ago by the Postmaster-
General of Purloined Correspondence,
Mr. WiLtiAM RaANDOLPH HEARST. Mr.
WICKERSHAM wrote to Mr. WISE on
June 27, 1900:

* Senator ROOT has sent me the proof of a pell-
tion signed by Bowsns, MILBURN and GUTHRIE
in support of thelr “ that the statute
of limitations has run in favor of Messrs. PARSONS,
Kisszy, and Hanwsp.”

The Postmaster-General of Purloined
Correspondence, on the strength of the
stolen letter that has come into his
official hands, has been inquiring in
more or less violent language what ‘Sen-
ator Root had to do with the case of the
sugar trust directors and officers who
were menaced with indictment at the time
this letter was written by Mr. WICKER-
sHAM and since then have been actu-
ally indicted. Other newspapers are dis-
cussing the incident. Was Mr. Roor,
it is asked, when he transmitted the
petition to the Department of Justice
practising as a lawyer before that De-
partment in criminal violation of the
statute? If he was not acting as a
lawyer, was he acting as a Senator,
as an errand boy, or as an
politician friendly to the sugar trust
What part was he playing? Why was
he mixing up with the case?

Without really knowing any more than
the Springfield Republican does of the
reasons for Mr. RooT's interest in the
case, we are going to mention two cir-
cumstances that fortify our contem-
porary’s theory:

First, it is the most natural thing in
the world that the argument of Messrs,
BOwERS, MILBURN and GUTHRIE as to
the intervention of the statute of limita-
tions should have been in Mr. Roor's
hands for personal (hot professional or
official) inspection before it went to
the Department of Justice. This im-
plies no interest whatever on Mr. Roor’s
part in the fortunes of the sugar trust;

I

of law that concerned so vitally the wel-
fare of his former employer, preceptor
and senior office associate, Mr. JOHN
E. PARSONS.

Secondly, to any mind not crasy
with malice, the careless, casual way
in which Mr. WICKERSHAM mentions to
Mr. Wise the fact that it was Senator
Roor who sent him the proofs of the
petition i& sufficient evidence not only of
the innooence of that purely incidental
proceeding in the criminal sense, but
also of the entire absence of ethical

impropriety. .

" Ministerial Crisis in Turkey.

Turkey in following in the wake of the
the Occident, and in adopting a consti-
tutional government is going through
a regular Ministerial crisis, brought on
by the parliamentary discussion of a
question of Western interest, combina-~
tions of capital and the granting of
franchises.

The question was forced upon the
country through the attempted fusion
of two lines of navigation on the Eu-
phrates; one, a British concern, the
Euphrates and Tigris Navigation Com-
pany, known better as the Lynch com-
pany, and the other a Turkish Govern-
ment service known as the Hamadieh
Company. The Government desired to
obtain the withdrawal of the British
flag from inland waters, but wished to
avoid wounding British susceptibilities.
If they threw the river open to native
companies that applied for a concession
they ran the risk of a masked control
by foreign capitalists. At the same
time the Lynoch company, which was in
a prosperous condition, refused to part
with its interest and insisted upon
running its steame s under the British
flag. Hiimrt Pasha fnally decided upon
an amalgamation of the Lynch and
Hamadieh companies.

The scheme, however, aroused the
most violent opposition. Some of this
was inspired by jealousy of the Cabi-
net Ministers, some by rival plans of
Jewish financiers in which Zionistio
aspirations were supposed to play a
part, and some by Arab fanatics who
pretended to see in the fusion only an
ingenious design of Great Britain to
conquer Irak. Protests were sent from
Bagdad and violent attacks were made
upon the Government by the opposition
press and upon Hiumi Pasha by the
Young Turk party,

In the face of this opposition the
Ministers desired a vote of confidence,
and in bringing the matter before tha
Parliament they wished to answer once
for all the attacks that had been made
upon them in connection with the affair,
The Grand Vizier took the position
that the Cabinet was within its rights,
that it was not granting new conoces-
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in existence; that it was nét authorizing
a monopoly of trade on the Euphrates,
but merely endeavoring to develop the
country, and declared that if .his ex-
planation was not accepted he and his
colleagues would resign. .

That the Ministry was defeated in
its contentions is interesting to further
seekers of concessions in the Ottoman
Empire, for in the course of the discus-
sion the whole matter of granting con-
cessions and developing resources was
goneover, If the Ministers had obtained
the vote of confidence, they intended to
demand, not, perhaps, a free hand in the
granting of concessions, but a’ greater
liberty of action in dealing with them
than the Chamber was disposed to grant
them. The plan was to divide economic
concession into two classes, those which
required the approval of the Chamber of
Deputies and those ‘which might be
granted by the Government independent
of the Chamber. The Comumittee of
Union and Progress, which formed the
chief front of the opposition, are evi-
dently determined that they will sur-
render none of their presumed rights
under the Constitutien and will maintain
the: present status of Turkish conces-
sionas, which is that, whatever their na-
ture, they will be granted ?nly Juring
the six months of the year in ' which Par-
liament is sitting. -

An Attack on the Christmas Stamp.

Some of the leaders in the woman
suffrage movement announce their in-
tention to publish and put on sale a
letter stamp bearing the legend * Votes
for Women."”

This method of political warfare is a
direct injury to the Red Cross Christmas
stamp. It may indeed prove fatal.

Even the Red Cross stamp is objec-
tionable on account of its tendency to
mislead, perplex and annoy the officials
of the post office. The cause for which
it is issued is 8o praiseworthy, however,
and concerns the public so generally
that the postal authorities waived all
objections to its use, and its sale has
even been sanctioned in the corridors
of the larger post offices.

About the prevention of tuberculosis
there is no difference of opinion. In
regard to woman suffrage there is no
such unanimity.

If letter stamps can be used advising
the recipients to advocate votes for
women, why should not the great polit-
ical parties be permitted tao employ dis-
tinotive stamps for the literature which
they send through the mails in every
Presidential campaign? This sort of
thing can be carried so far as to consti-
tute a public nuisance, and now is the
time to stop it.

With the single exception of the Red
Cross Christmas stamp the Government
should prohibit the use in the mails of
any stamps resembling those issued and
sold by the Post Office Department.
Intolerable confusion and annoyance
will result if agitators are allowed
to simulate the Government postage
stamps in aid of their particular prop-
aganda. The Red Cross Christmas
stamp we have always cordially ap-
proved; but it would be better never
to have had it than to be burdened with
the brood of imitations with which the
country is now threatened.

If the Red Cross Christmas stamp is
to be saved, all imitations of it must be
prohibited.

The Kaiser and England.

'There is nothing unlikely in the report
that England and Germany have come
to closer t, and that on the
lines indicated by the London Standard
—exchange of information regarding
naval armaments, cooperation to a cer-
tain degree in Africa, and an under~
standing regarding their interests in
Asia., The Kaiser in the last year or so
has shown himself unusually ready to
make reasonable concessions. In Ger-
many and in England both, more and
more discontent is manifest at pro-
viding the enormous cost of great bat-
tleships, whose models are superseded
almost before they are launched, and
whose merits, notwithstanding Santiago
and Tsushima, have never been demon-
strated practically. With the requisite
saving of face, full information con-
cerning each other’s plans may cut down
reckless building and expenditure in
both countries.

The development of Africa has reached
the point where agreement among the
Powers that have partitioned the con-
tinent is necessary to prevent needless
waste of money and to facilitate the
white man’s supremacy. The railroad
from South Africa has reached the
mines of the Congo Free State; the time
is at hand when the several national
lines from the coast into the interior
will come close to each other, and great
saving in time, labor and expense can
be made by their joining or by their
being allowed to cut across intervening
foreign territory. In dealing with the
natives it will be advantageous to the
whites to act in harmony, as Germany
has just found out in her Herrero rebel-
lion. For purposés of trade ocertainly
African boundaries should be no greater
obstacles than those of Furope.

In Asia the differences between Ger-
many and England are purely commer-
cial, for Germany can in no way threaten
India, and any idea of a German colony
in Asia Minor is but a wild dream. The
rivalry of the two countries has hitherto
prevented an improvement that should
have been made long ago, the connection
of the Persian Gulf and India with the
Mediterranean by railroad. Whether
that is accomplished by German or by
British capital or both, the building of
the railroad will do more for the regen-
eration of the lands of the Ottoman Em-
pire than the treasures of diplomacy
which have been poured on it for a cen-
tury. The plans for redeeming from the
desert what once were the richest lands
in the world should appeal more to
Kaiser WiLHELM and to practical British
statesmen than the preservation of the
diplomatic traditions about the Levant,

If the Kalser is sincere in his desires
for peace, as, in spite of the hysteria in
portiohns of the British and German press,
his conduct of late years has shown him
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Though ARTHUR GiuMay made a seri-
ous oontribution to i Jo his edi-
tion of Chaucer, and though he helped to
popularize history by writing several ex-
oellent short books, his ohief service and
claim to fame lies in the work he did for
the higher education of wofnen when the
Harvard “Annex,” that has become Rad-
oliffe College, oame into being..

It needed taot and diplomacy to keep
the scattered ends (ogether in those first
days; the conservative notions of Harvard
professors had to be overcome, young
women of most varied preparation had to
be placed where they could study profit-
ably, and any imprudence in their conduct
that might arouse comment had to be
guarded against. There was need of
ingenuity and good management, too, in
the simplest material affairs, such as se-
curing boarding xlaces for the students,
or recitation ro¢ms, in a town”as full
of social prejudices as Cambridge. The
chief burden in this work fell on Mr. Gir~
MaN, and Radoliffe College is the evidence
of how admirably he did it. More than
the worhen who contributed their influ-
ence and money, or the teachers who gave
their time and support in those early days,
did he deserve the title he affected of
Founder of the “Annex.”

Another effort is to be made to introduce
pelota into this city, and it is certain that
if the game once became known here it
would prove highly popular. It has a bad
reputation only because of the association
of itsa name with gambling in Havana, but
no good reason has ever been given why
it should not attract as a spectacle. It is
not for amateurs, although a few Ameri-
cans have mastered its rudiments. In its
demands on strength, endurance and skill
of the contestants it takes rank with any
court game and it is continual excitement
to spectators.

No one who has read the poem of the
late Epwarp J. PurLPs upon Essex
Junction, which touches a ohord in the
heart of every marooned traveller, will
be surprised to hear that the Worcester
airship was seen at the famed Junction
on Monday evening—that is to say, “its
lurid light athwart the sky was seen.” A
man left over at Essex Junction and feel-
ing remote and unfriended of the world
always sees red in that melancholy situa-
tion. There is, however. the testimony
of old residents that it was not the search-
light of a mysterious airship that was seen,
but the blazing evening star. .

Governor FORT, addressing 300 cheering yachis-
men of the New Jersey Tesorts o he, de-
clared his Intention of M‘W a ative

sufficlent to com the projected
inside waterway from I Branch 10 Cape May.
—Despaich [rom Atiantic 'R

If 500 canalboat men or tughboat cap-
tains had cheered the Governor it would
not pe surprising. The Atlantic Ocean
ought to be good enough for yachtsmen,
and an inland channel partioularly un-
attractive, unless they prefer to sail cat-
btoats. ‘There must have been others
than “yachtsmen” applauding the exopel-
lent resolve of Governor ForT to call upon
the State to shoulder the expense of com-
pleting New Jersey's inland waterway.

L _ _ _ __ ___ _____ _ _ _J

LONDON'S POVERTY.

An Englishman Explaine Why It Is Se
Squalid and Brutal.

To saE Epitor or Tae 8ux—Sir: May
an Englishman who is spending a few
months in America say a word or two in
reply to Mr. John Davis Flenner in Tues-
day's Sux?

The “submerged tenth” is brutally prom-
inent in London. It stares at you with a repel-
lent ugliness that must strike a visitor from
this country with horror and disgust; it does
that to some of us who were born in London.
The East Side of New York, which in & way
corresponds to the East Side of London, is
not a depressing quarter to walk through,
as are Whitechapel, Bethnal Green and
Bermondsey. This is due, | take it, to the
absence of smoke here, and also to the
greater opportunitiés for a poor man to
get on In New York than in my own city.
Hope is in the hearts of most on the East
Side here: hopelessness, that dull acquies-
cence to what is meted out by fortune, is the
worst feature of London povarty.

But all old cities get an accumulation of
the unemployable. The unfortunate, dis-
contented, unfit, drift to large cities, and
London, which in its way is as cosmopolitan
as New York, attracts just this class, and
sinking as they do lower and lower, a pie-
ture of sordid wretchedness is to be seen in
my city that, so far as | know New York,
is happily not to be seen here.

The gentleman from Boise, Idaho. per-
haps does not realize that half the popula-
tion of the United Kingdom 1s occupving

territory no larger than one State of the
Union (and that not the largest), conse-
quently opportunities for getting on_are

neceasarily far fewer than here, where
there is still muo&lund to develop. What
George Bernard Shaw has in mind, and in

is he reflects the opinions of & mﬁy

ritishers, is that America wi or -
vantages, resources, opportunities, unique
position, ought not to have the verty
{:}“ see in London and other large cities in

eat Britain, and ought not to have
much misery, due to hopeless poverty,

sh b

f\’ntun to say that If the United States
?jAmorlc. had the same counditions as ol

n to-day in my country she would
up againsk problema to which her present
problems are “as water unto wine.

This country is fed, as 48 popula-
tion, from the best of the Old World, con-
sequently the less efficient, lacking {nitia-
tive, remain behind, largely to be a burden
on these already working hard. Mr. Flen-
ner should recall the fact that give all
olJ persons over seventy who ve not
had peor relief or commitied a felony a
pension of five shillings a week will cost
! y country nnygh ng wp t; ten g\l‘mcm ster-

ng & year, an may remark in n
that Lioyd-George’ b:adn!. Which the Iords
!

[}
turned down h that, among other items,
to raise by taxation.

We Fn?IInh look to this country to solve
some of those social prohlems pressing so
heavily upon old count , but when com-
parisons are made quality as well as quan-
tity, excellence as well as cheapness, shou!
decide the issue. FRED MILLAR.

New Yorg, December 20,

The Man From ldahe.

To Tas EpIToR OF THR SUN—Sir: Your friend
from Boise, ldaho, who worked himself [nlo pas-
slon over pertaln remarks of the seeker of lmmor-
tality by Fablan means, G. B. 8., seems endowed
with the common Western falling (or is it a he-
setting sin?), a lack of & sense of humor. They
have always taken themselves seriously in the
sun kissed valleys of the Goldem West, but the
blessings of irrigation may cause their minds to
blossom even as the rose.

Meanwhile your friend, seeking a tu quoque
against the harmless G. B. S, reminds us that
Shelley sald that “hell Is a city pretty much ke
London.” ‘This will be news 10 Shelley, even If
be 1s now able to make direct comparisons. It
was Byron who said this, only be didn't say
“pretty much.” Thatexpression we would gladly
leave to the glorious West, nurse of patriotism
and teacher of manners %0 the offete East.

Let no man who thinks Shelley sapable of hav-
ing sald “pretty much” criticise even G. B. 8.

J. R. ORAWRORD,

Naw Havex, Conn., December 29.

A Missouri Poet on an O0ld Prescription.

To Tux Evrron o THR Sun—Sir; The amus-
ing editorial artiele on “Jared Bean, Librarfan”
in to-day’s SUN mentions a sure cure for rattie-
snake bite given In Jared's almanac. “it ia-
¢! standing the sufferer on his head,” you say,
“end, aftar administering the compound, giviag
him half & glass of Jamaioa rum #o drink.”

Does the uire that the patieat
k rum wh on his head? It
3 supply us with & diagram of
which 1t possible for &
rum uphill. | desire t0 show the mode)
. | trom Missourd, RosuaTUs LOve,
Nuw Yomx, December 26.
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THE CORPORATION TAX.

To ta= Eprror or Tas Sux—=8ir: Re-
oently published forms and regulations
prepared by the Treasury for enforce-
ment of the corporation tax declare that
they are to execute the intent of the
statute without unnecessary and unrea-
sonable interference with ordinary prac-
tices of incorporated business. The law
is officially described as a revenue meas-
ure to be “liberally” interpreted in order
to produce revenue. Heretofore the well
settled rule of the courts has been that
money cannot be taken from any one by
taxation when interpretation of the law
is doubtful, inasmuch as doubt is to be
resolved in favor of the taxpayer. The
Treasury Department says the real intent
of the recent statute is to collect 1 per
cent. on “the net revenue,” less $5,000, of
each liable corporation or association.
That is plainly a tax on income; and if it
is, a tax on income from “real ostate or
invested property” is unconstitutional as
declared by the Supreme Court. Con-
gress has, however, said that the recent
tax is an excise “with respect to the carry-
ing on or doing business.” The conten-
tion by the Treasury will be that it is
not a tax on income from “real estate or
invested property,” even although the
tax will be laid on all income from all
other sources received by the liable cor-
poration or association. If the income
shall come from “real estate or invested
property” it would seem not to be taxable
under the new law until the proposed
amendment of the Constitution has been
adopted.

One intent of the recent statute was, no
doubt, to obtain revenue, but another
intent is made apparent by the Tresaury
regulations, which was to make a national
inquisition into the affairs of all corpora-
tions. A political purpose was put in a
taxation envelope. That inquisition is
made drastic and searching by the new
rules. The presoribed formula of a re-
turn to be made by more than 400,000 cor-
porations, big and little, insurance, trans-
| portation, mercantile and banking, will
| make a “public record” of the innermost
affairs of each. None can escape the
public record of paid up shares and all
indebtedness; gross income of every sort;
expenses of business; annual losses; taxes
paid, and net yearly income. The presi-
dent and treasurer of earh association
must swogr to the fidelity of the return and
that the declared net income is all that is
by law taxable. Gross income is defined,
and so are all permissible deductions
therefrom to make taxable income.
Manufacturers must expose the cost of
manufacture; banking corporations must
reveal net annual income; traders must
disoclose the excess of selling over pur-
chasing prices, and transporters turn their
affairs inside out.

It may be doubted whether the minute
and comprehensive character of the new
law is yet realized. Every association
organized for profit and issuing oertifi-
oates of shares, excepting those in which
no private person is benefited by income
therefrom, must make a return before the
first day of next March, and pay the tax
on or before the thirteenth day of next
June. If there shall be neglect to make
the return 50 per cent. is to be added to the
tax. If it shall be a false return the tax
will be doubled. Each association must
spoil its new year festivity by receiving
from or applying to its nearest oollector of
internal revenue for the prescribed blank
form, and filling in the required faots.
1f the Commissioner shall not be satisfled
with the return, he can send a special
agent to examine the hooks and papers
of the association. In order to ascertain
gross and net inoome, certain associations
must yearly make an inventory of stock
on hand. Manufacturing associations
must show an asocounting, exhibiting
“the difference between the price received
for the goods as sold during the year and
the cost of such goods as manufactured.”
That cost is to be ascertained by adding
the sum of the inventory at the beginning
of the year and deducting the inventory
at the year's end. Mercantile associa-
tions must, in like manner, exhibit the
difference between the sum of sales and
pdrchases during the year. Public ser-
vice associations, the biggest department
store and the smallest shop, contractors,
hotols, theatres and all miscellaneous
corporations are warned by the Secretary
of the Treasury that they must begin to
put on publio record not only the annual
net income of their business, the details
of the expenses of that business, including
salaries, but inaddition the dividends they
get from other assoociations liable to the
tax. The drag net is complete.

At the end of all, the president and
treasurer of the association must form
an opinion of the demands of the law
and swear, under all penalties, that in
their view the net income of thé return
is the full sum on whioh the law has laid
a tax. The Secretary of the Treasury
informs all countrymen that he feels he
“is dealing, in the main, with honest
men." He declares that his rules and
forms “avoid, as far as is consistent, un-
necessary and unreasonable interference
with ordinary practices of business.”
Probably those “practices” do require
for private use some such system of
bookkeeping as the new regulations de-
mand for public use, but there is novelty
in preparing the innermost details of one's
corporate affairs, one’s annual profits and
losses, for display in a publio record.

New Yorx, December 29. Lawysn.

The Bard of Agawam Gazes on the Siithering
Seas.

From the Springfield Republican,
Standing on a headland on the south shore,
the wind drove the biting snow into your face
50 that the glittering flakes cut lke knives.

Id | Through the blinding gusts glimpses of the dull

gray sea could be had beyond the trembiing rocks,
while, with the regularity of minute guns, the
combers, lossing their cresis twenty feet above
the waving keip, crashed in on the coast and sent
thelr soud swirling high into the alr, 10 be frozen
and whirled away with ibé drifiing snow. Then,
as the storm above subsided, the storm in the sea
rose greater in ita might, the size of the breakers
increased as they threw off the welght of the
storm above, and the sea came racing In to claim
{18 toll and to bring on its angry crest iis wreckage
of human flotsam.

Freemasonry in Warfare.
From the London Graphic.

At the battle of Mars la Tour betweewn the
French and Germans In 1870 thirteen Irench
soldiers of the Sixty-fourth Regiment, though
opposed to a whole German battalion, refused to
surrender, and getsing behind « fallen tree
fought on til all were shot down except three.
The position was then rushed, and the survivors
were about to be bayonetied when the Frenoh
corporal gave the Masonic “sign of distress.”
The German leader, also a Mason, at once checked
his men, crying, “Doa'st harm him: he is my
brother,” and parried the blow almed at him,
The Frenchmen were made prisoners.

—t—————————

Investigating Trade Winds.
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MEXICO m.pu.

Sudden Momentousness of the Cuse of
Conducter Ceell.

To tas Boirom or THR Bux—Sir’
kind of haze envelops our present relations
with Mexico. It is true that this forbidding
vapor did not descend upon the situation un-
thl very recently, although the alleged prov-
ocation of the existing friction developed
as much as five months ago. But there
is & curious coincidence in Mexico’s hospi-
talities to ex-President Zelaya of Nicaragua
and the State Department's bristling de-
mand for information about the prolonged
imprisonment of James A. Cook, theo-
retically an American citizen but in fact a
conductor on one of the Mexican railways
for some time past.

Conductor Cook was thrown into prison
at Guadalajara last August. One of the
cars in a train of which he had charge hdd
been looted. He was responsible and he
was held for inquiry. In one sense, of
dourse, train robbing in Mexico might be
taken lightly—as an ebullition of native
enthusiasm, perhaps—and Mr. Cook's re-
sponsibility _ignored accordingly. That
would bave led Inevitably to a protest
against the laxity if not the connivance
of the Mexican Goverament. The Mexican
Government, however, is run on a different
plan. Mr. Cook was arrested and impris-
oned, and now our Covernment's solici-
tudes, stimulated obviously by the indig-
nation of (Gompers, Mitchell & Co., to whose
flock Mr. Cook seems to belong, stretch
out from Washington to Guadalajara with

A

amergency.

Mr, Cook has been in the calaboose since
August last. . So far as the country knows
the State Department abandoned itself to
no ecstasy of concern regarding him in
September or October, nor yet in Novem-
ber. Only now, at the end of December and
simuitaneously with Mexico's fervent re-

getic measures in regard to the imprisoned
Cook. The United States Ambassador to

Thompeon, evidently found nothing In

The Hon. James G. Bailey, Chargé d' Affaires
in the interval, is reperted as saying that
the Mexican authorities have acted within
their rights under theé laws of the country.
There is something in this, for Mexico has
its own rules of procedure and can hardly
be expected to borrow from Indiana dbr New
Jersey, or even from the rubric of the Fed-
eration of Iabor, to fit particular cases. Mr.
Cook was living in Mexico, earning his live-

now have the authority of our own diplo-
matio representatives there for believing
that he has been imprisoned and is so kept

the law of the land. It is easy, of course,
to enter into the feelings of Mr. Gompers,
who notoriously believes that his constitu-
ents and subscribers are always and every-
where immune from the burdens o) an
offete and misguided society. A union

negro, implies the blockade of a big or little

partment "butt in” uniless there is more
behind the case than appears upon the
surface?

Mexico has received Zelaya with a cordial
enthusiasm which need not be underrated.
Zelaya was welcomed “as a brother” when
he landed, and he is proceeding to the capi-
tal,where President Diaz and Seflor Maris-
cal, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, may be
counted on to crown the cel jon. Has
all this anything to do with the belated
loll:ltudu of the State Department about
Cook?

General Phil Sheridan, after visiting
Mexico in 1880-81, remarked to some in-
quiring friends in Washington that if he
were called upon to capture the city of
Mexico he would want 250,000 trained men
of war. Mexico has perhaps strengthened
itself during the last quarter of a csasury—
but 1 indulge an idle thought.

STUDENT OF MEXICO,

Bosron, December 29.

»
“Romanists.’’
To TR Borrow oF TRx Suw—Sir; Marguerite
‘Du Pont Lee in Tas Suw of December 27 writes:
A visw wi JOURE men meets every evening at my
is.

meant “Catholics.” Why didn’t she oall us what
we are known by and what we call ourselves?
In writing of a negro [ wonder would she say
“nigger™: of & Jew, “sheeny”; of an Itallan,

Beecher was (ntroduced to an American Cathollo
woman of some note. “You are a Romanist,

tremendous assurance that was in evidence in
those days when Mugwumps began.

She bit her Hp and kalt her hrows. “Indeed,
no, Mr. Beecher,” she rejoined with an leiness and
self-possession alike admirable, “1 come from
Cincinnatl, don’t you know."” J. M. Wans.

Bouxp Broox, N. J., December 24,

Senday Card Playing.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: Marguerite
du Pont Lee's account in THE SUN of the young
men members of her club spending Sunday in
gambling rather loses weight
that they bad been The
Cathollo Church Bas yet to follow the lead of the
seots in thelr condemuation of and
untll it does perhaps the young
soe the evil In their actions.

BrooxLYN, December 29.

Judge Hoar on Lexington Literature.

ToTHS EDITos OF THE SUN-—-Sir: ln 1875, when
Lexington and Concord were preparing for thelr
centennial celebration. the - Lexinglon people
issued & prospectus which was not up 1o the stand-
ard of Concord literature. Judge Fbenezer Rook-
wood Hoar, one of the keenest wits that Concord
(or any other place) ever produced, explained the
matter by saying that Lexiagton did very listle
in the original war, and therefore was siill trying
to "murder the English.” [y

Bosron, December 20.

The Baker's Apology.

To THR EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir’ [twas
fault of the snow that we had no Fremch
Itallap style, Chrisimas morning, bus this
excuses the fallure and

b

2ie &

and starting this morning to don

cuse me if | dont tell you yesterday,

yous wont respect me same befor and [
New Yorx, Decomber 27,

|
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The Harmless, Necessary Shark.
To THS EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir; “Sharks Be
Hanged,” “Maintop,” “Bresches Buoy” may write

imperative requisitions of more or less|g

man in jail, whether in Mexico or Monte- |t

madam, are you not? sald Beecher with that | ]

NEGRO MUSIC.

| — e
s it Not to Be Found in the Melodies
Hoeard at Revivals?

To tas Eorror oF Tus S8un—Sir: 1 read
with plessure the amticle In Tas Bux of
December 28 on "A Negro Foot Washing *
The evidences of purely negro music there .
given confijot with your views on that sub-
jeot as expressed in A recent editorial articie.
There is a body of music that is not only in
its essence but altogether negro.

The point of the editorial I refer to
was directed against those songs of bastard
origin like “The Suwanee River” and "Mas.
sa’s in the Cold, Cold Ground,” that people
ignorant of the negro’s past will persist in
proclaiming as his. But s there any doubt
that such well nigh forgotien “spirituals”
as “Wrestlin' Jacob,” ,“My Lord, What a
Morning!” “The Gospel Train, " “Swing
Low, Bweet Chariot,” “Nobody Knows de
Trouble 1've Seen” and “In Dat Great Git-
tin' Up Mornin'" are negro in melody as
well as in words? I have heard them sung
and know that they are uniike gny other
body of music, and if you could go throuse
the same experience you would say so too,
Prrofessor Du Bois in “The Souls of Black
Folk™ has pointed out that many of these
maelodies are not only negro but demon-

ception of Zelaya,do we hear of these ener- | ha

Mexico at the time, the Hon. David E.|jate
Mexico’s treatment of Cook to criticise. | Suc

lihood under Mexican institutions, and we | res'

in an orderly and impartial observance of | ©

rill of revenue. Why does the State De- |3T®

ST
s Huserr H. HARRISON.
NEw YoRrk, .

TWO DAYS§ IN KANSAS.

A Visiter Sees Much te Inferm and Di.
vert Him.

To Tas EpiTor or TRE Sux—8ir:

is forever interesting and different, as TuE

Sus has many times observed, and |

E

recent days in the State, both crowded with
varied information, sights and incidents.
In the sleeping car I reached for a cup of
water, but there was not & drop jo drink.
1 turned perplexed to a young travelling
man, remarking: “Good graclous,
they even let you drink water
'Notoumrlwgtlcy won't,

of inv

tation to a WWJ nston

at the Topeka Club

from the club a few mon! object-
th nal k

mn&;
Kangae boclety Gy
L

" NEw YoRk, 7.

Appeal to a Thief.
Paris correspondence London Telegraph.
The otlier evening M. Alfred Bdwards lost &

The U. 8. Marshal of South Dakota, The old Munn log cabin on the west shore of
Now malefactors of greal wealih Conesus Lake, which is one of the oldest landmars
No longer have 10 breathe by steglih, of that seotion of the country, is belog torm down.
The rich men are no longer barred It was erected about 130 years ago and for slaly
Because their bodies are not hard. mmmm“ :.:l:‘l-u. l.l-l-'::
The tamilies may now be small - ::au.u-":-.uu-. n:“"
r::e;-luumr.ull:nl was gead 80 & sohoolbouss, belng the bulls
udges may interpret law
Not feel & rabid White House jaw. I Wt e Vot ;
‘\::uml-v -obt;-‘:?lm Consolation of s Saller.
sop to Cerberus 3 chuokled. i
“Tis but & irifie that offseta— &”“l“"hmﬂl
Sera s - ‘worse sierm im umpty -saven,” he eried.
McLaNDBUROR Whsom. Herewlth he foit the wors: was spared him.
el e dhugin s g Tl ¥ o n St ety
o = o M". o, “ﬁ . cih fe
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