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Mr. Taft and the Supreme Court,

The retirement for age of more than
one Justice of the Supreme Court may
be expected during President TArT'S
Administration. It becomes of inter-
est, then, to know what he thinks of
his responsibility as a Judge maker and
how he will discharge it. Mr. TAFT en-
lightens the country in the following
letter to Judge HorRACE H. LURTON read
at the dinner given Wednesday night to
Judge LURTON by the Nashville Board

- of Trade:

% *It is just the simple truth 10 tell you that
the chief pleasure of my administration, as 1
have contempiated It In the past, bas been 10

. commission you a Justice of the Supreme Court:

ARG | never had any other purpose and was never

 #haken in it untll there was presented 10 me the

v

| | celebrated cases. The truth is that a
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' challenge whether | was not gratifying my per-
sosal desires ai the expgnse of public Interest

" I pulting a Judge of your age upon the bench

under present conditons. For this reason | ook
back my determination 10 appoint you, wiped
off the slate and gave two or three days
19 the Introspective process 10 know whether
~ Lwas ylelding 0 personal preference and affec-
% &t the expense of the public. 1 became
convinced that I was not—that the circumstances

the departure from the ordinary rule,

| ABG that 1 had the right 1o gratify my personal
~ ‘predilection by doing what | have done, because
| ke motlve In doing (i included & desire 1o

- Strengthén that court as much as
strengthen it.”

* ‘Mir. TAPT seems to hoid the view that
responsibility will end when he
the best lawyer he can find.
is not going to concern himself
thout the political opinions of his selec-
’ or conjecture what their interpre-

-

of the ConstRtution will be in

1 could

ne Court Justice not infrequently
\ an opinion that surprises those
“%ho believe they know most about
he man and his point of view. The
weential thing in Mr. TArr's judgment
to put able and experienced lawyers
the bench, men of independence
known high character. For the
t, he is willing to take whatever
risk there may be involved in the new
‘dustioce’s political and social ideas.

" The Martians Digging Anew.

It is impossible to avoid a certain de-
greo of admiration for the dogged per-
ency with which PERCIvAL LOWELL
his advocacy of the Martian
the theory of life upon that
which he took over from ScHiA-
ARRLLI. That he has gone far beyond
predecessor is made clear by the
i which he has just presented to
astronomical section of the Amer-
Association for the Advancement
snce. The Italian astronomer had
upon the disk of Mars no more
(117 canals; 'the record from the
Observatory brings the num-
ber of these doubtful strie up to the
vioiaity of 800.

In the main Mr. LOWELL has met the
upon his Mars and his Martians
good humor. Ithas been an uphill
Few astronomers have given the
their approval; the greatest men
_ that science have set themselves
8 flat opposition. Yet in the dry at-

i » of Arizona Mr. LOWELL, with
| an amateur's enthusiasm, devotes
hig lifa to watching just this one planet
~of all the heavenly host, to drawing the

upon its surface from visual in-
otio ,widenﬁfylngsuchnbemyw
in fixing on the sensitized plate.
from his own assistants at the
Observatory almost his only
supporter is Professor Topp of
! and of the peaksof the Andes.
objections to M. LowrELL'S theory
fnto two principal schedules,
these the former disputes the
y of the observation. The ob-
s along this line of the argument
y that LowELL, and SCATAPARELLI
' him, have seen markings on the
disk of any such regularity,
, &8 to warrant the

lion that they have been pro-
by volition rendering efficient
iIntelligence of sentient beings. In
they say, it is eye strain and ret-
il accommodation to the fixed idea.
h latest word in this line was spoken
\& the current session of the British
pmic Assoclation when the
" Wilson photographs of Mars
 shown to be free of the lines which
basis of the canal theory.
he ‘other argument rests upon the
| general study of the planet, Mr.
'BLL explains his canals as part of
m of conservation and water
on the surface of our neighbor.
prgues the presence of water, an
' c envelope, the seasonal
ge of melting snows. The oppo-
B of the canal theory deny the ex-
1 thess things. The polar
, they say, are not snow, but the
of some residual gas of a van-
atmosphere. Water they deny
be The atmosphere, if such there
i all, they say is too slight to be
d on any index of refractiop.

opposition
is recorded in the obser-
vations which the Lick Observatory
staff made on the highest Sierras.
Despite these latest assaults upon his
theory Mr, LOWELL comes to the front
at this Boston meeting. He avers that
he has seen canals, he maintains that
in this season he is watching the Mar-
tians on new canals making the dirt fly,
We must admire, at least, the dogged-
ness of his belief in the Martians and in
his own vision.

Dueis of American Naval Oficers.

Most of the papers printed in the
United States Naval Institute Proceed-
inga deal with more or less technical
subjects, and interest in them is confined
to studious officers of the navy, but in
the December number we find an article
that will claim the attention of all the
rank and file and be read eagerly, to the
exclusion of informing essays like that
upon the compensation of the compass
and determination of the deviation with-
out the use of observed azimuths. The
subject of the absorbing article in ques-
tion is “Duelling in the Old Navy,” and
in it Mr. CHARLES OSCAR PAuULLIN has
assembled many duels fought By Amer-
ican naval officers since there was a
navy. It is a long record of sensitive
and fantastic honor satisfied with weap-
ons of precision and deadly effect in
the hands of men who generally knew
how to use them. There is no duelling
in the new navy, for both the law and
custom inhibit it. To resort to the
“code” mnow would be to cause the
elimination of the principals from the
service immediately.

The first duel on the list was between
Lieutenant STEPHEN DECATUR and the
mate of an East Indiaman (unnamed),
which took place in 1799, the challenge
being provoked by the profanity and
abuse of the mate when DECATUR
boarded his ship looking for deserters.
The mate was wounded in the hip.
Twenty-one years later DECATUR was
mortally wounded at Bladensburg, the
favorite duelling ground of those days,
by Comngodore JAMES BARROX. The
last duel recorded was fought in 1849
at Old Point Comfort by Mr, JAMES
HoOPE, a civilian, and Midshipman J. P.
JONES, who used the pistol with which
his grandfather, Commodore BARRON,
killed Commodore DECATUR; both HoPe
and JONES were wounded, but not seri-
ously, at this meeting. Between the first
and the last of these encounters some
eighty duels occurred, with a mortality
truly appalling. Occasionally the prov-
ocation was most grave, but sometimes
it was trivial. The combatants were
usually youngsters, very jealous of their
modest rank and quick to construe and
resent an affront from sailor or civilian.
Duel 68, between two midshipmen
whose names are suppressed, was the
result of a quarrel about leaving open
a scuttle above their adjoining cots in
Malayan waters. They landed the next
day to have it out, at the instigation of
a superior officer who had overheard
the heated words between the boys, and
one of them fell mortally wounded. In
all cases duels in the old navy were
fought at a distance of ten paces or less,
which accounts for the great number of
fatal casualties and severe wounds.

The Barron-Decatur duel is the most
celebrated affair in naval annals, be-
cause the service lost its ablest, brav-
est, most high minded and most useful
officer, and because the principals were
both Commodores—BARRON was two
numbers from the head of the naval
list, and DERCATUR five. There had been
bad blood between these officers from
the time of BAERRON'S suspension for
five years for his failure when in com-
mand of the Chesapeake on June 22,
1807, to return the fire of the British ship
of war Leopard, which had demanded
unavailingly the surrender of deserters
on board the Chesapeake. BARRON'S
scandalous exhibition was not due to
cowardice, but to lack of discipline and
unpreparedness for such an emergency;
his ship, not in a condition to discharge
her guns, surrendered. DECATUR, who
had asked to be excused from the duty
because he had previously formed a
low ' opinion of BARRON'S professional
capacity, sat on the court of inquiry.
BARRON returned to active service, and
brooding over what he considered a
wrong engaged in a long and acrimon-
fous correspondence with DECATUR, who
was never slow to express his opinion
about BARRON as a man and an officer.
Both considered duelling a barbarous
practice, “but, sir,” wrote Commodore
BARRON to Commodore DECATUR, “there
may be cases of such extraordinary and
aggravated insult and injury received
by an individual as to render an appeal
to arms on his part absolutely neces-
sary.” Upon receipt of this epistle, which
it is only fair to say was provoked
by a contemptuous communication,
DECATUR agreed to meet BARRON on
“the fleld of honor.” They fought at
eight paces and DECATUR was mortally
wounded. For thirteen years and until
his death, nearly thirty years later, BAr-
RON was senior officer of the navy, but
an unhappy man, living under a cloud;
and to this day he is held responsible
for forcing a duel upon a gallant and
popular officer.

Another memorable duel was that
between the immortal PERRY and Cap-
tain JOHN HEATH of the marines, which
was caused by a blow that PLRRY always
bitterly regretted and which was dealt
HEATH in a moment of passion for a
breach of discipline. Commodore STE-
PHEN DECATUR acted as PERRY'S sec-
ond; the duel took place on October 8,
1818, at Weehawken, and PERRY, who
wag not hit, fired in the air. Commo-
dore TATNALL, the author of the famous
phrase “blood is thicker than water,”
a hot tempered and fearless officer,
fought two duels with British officers
in Lord CocHRANKE'S Chilean squadron,
wounding both of them. In an encoun-
ter near Bladensburg on June 23, 1338,
Midshipman DaNieu M. KEy, a son of
Francrs Scorr Key, author of “The
Btar Spangled Banner,” was killed by
Midshipman JOHN H. SHERBURNE after
SHERBURNE had said, “Mr. Kgy, I have
no desire to kill you,” and Kxy had re-
sponded, “I came to kill you,” to which
BHERBURNE rejoined, “ Very well, then;

1 will kill you.” In an affair néar Nor-

[

22, 1811
LANDON MERoER and Mr. ROBERTS, a
clvilian, the latter the aggressor, stand-
ing at three paces apart, killed each
other instaatly.

Duelling in the old navy was at ita
height from 1709 to 1836. Mr. PavLuan
records eighty-two duels, in fifty-two
of which midshipmen participated.
Thirty-six of the principals were killed
and one-half of them were wounded.
“During the first fifty years of the old
navy, 1798-1848, the mortality of naval
officers resulting from duels,” says Mr.
PavLLIN, “was two-thirds that result-
ing from naval wars.” Lieutenant
RicuArD Somers, who fought three
duels one after the other with brother
officers, to prove his courage, which they
had doubted, was wounded in the first
two and fought the third in a sitting
posture, wounding his antagonist.

On July 17, 1872, Congress enacted &
law that made the sending of a chal-
lenge by a naval officer a court-martial
offence, but long before that time duel-
ling in the navy had gone out of fashion,
although occasionally rumor whispered
of a clandestine resort to the “code,”

Harvard’s Great Reform.

The members of the submerged tenth,
or it may be eighth, among the Harvard
undergraduates, which has been old
fashioned enough to pursue the classics
and read HORACE, may use a hackneyed
quotation, “ Parturiunt montes, nascetur
ridiculus mus,” when they read the re-
port of the committee which is to revo-
lutionize the elective svstem in their
university.

All the electives, that i« to say, the sum
of human knowledge recognized by
Harvard University, are arranged in
four great divisions; one includes all
langlages and literatures with art and
music, another all the natura! sciences,
a third history and social science, the
last, a curious union, philosophy and
mathematics. Why should these two
branches of knowledge be joined, unless
to conceal in the statistice the smallness
of the number of mathematicians by
mixing them with the swarm of embryo
physiopsyehologists? The combination
of music or of logic alone with mathe-
matics would have been a return to
medimval notions; a classification with
engingering or physics would savor of
modern utilitarianism. Each student
after the freshman year must choose six
studies within one of these groups and
six outside; as twelve courses in the last
three vears constitute the work required
for a degree, the student is called upon
to put half his time into one of these very
broad divisions and to scatter the rest
among the others. y

If the present system is wrong the
report barely touches it; it leaves mat-
ters practically as they are. This may
be the result of .a compromise between
oppesing ideas, or it may be due to the
fact that the time has-been too. brief
for the committee to formulate a thor-
ough and scientific plan of studies.
Whenever it dees that it must deal with
one crying evil: it must limit the num-
ber of historical and general cuiture
courses that a student jay take. We
do not mean the courses in history,
but those which the prevalence of the
historical method of treatment has
developed in nearly every department;
where students learn not the subject
itself but more or lesa about it.

The number of students at Harvard or
any other college that devote themselves
to the mastery of the knowledge which
really tells, whether it be a language,
a science, mathemstics, or a course
involving research, is painfully small in
comparison with the crowds that seek
for the emattering to be ohtained from
descriptive or historical courses, and
that waste their time on questions of the
day instead of learning to use the imple-
ments they will need when they go out
into life. They are not to blame because
they are tempted by their instructors
and the university. There lies a reform
that President LOwWELL and his commit-
tee may study for the benefit of Harvard
and the other universities.

The Roof of the World.

Even il the great things in exploration
have all been done, if there are no more
Americas or Australias to discover, no
more Africas to open up, no new poles
to attain, no more delusions for a new
J AMES COOK to dissipate, there is plenty
about the surface of this globe of ours
to be found out still, and the number of
smaller geographical problems awaiting
solution, the lesser things about which
we know nothing at all, is infinite. The
attention of explorers has been attracted
to the heart of Asia of late, and in the last
few years remarkable journeys, involv-
ing great hardship and endurance and
yielding valuable information, have been
made in those regions by men of all na-
tionalities, British, French, German, Rus-
sian, Scandinavian, Hindu and Chinese.
What they have discovered has hardly
found its way to the scientific maps; the
ordinary geographies know nothing of
it as yet.

They find it difficult to interest the
outside world in what they are doing.
Their stories are usually accounts of
patient toiling for weeks and raonths
through monotonous and dre.ry des-
erts and mountains, of trecing dried
up river beds or streams tlat end in
swamps and evaporating sa t lakes, of
work as hard and as uninspiring as
dragging sledges over polar ice. It is
possible to comprehend their ardor when
they are archeologists ke Dr. STrIN,
and the discovery of cities buried in
the sand and abandoned for centuries,
or of caves full of manuscripts and
art treasures, excites the imagination.
Where the explorer, however, is merely
attempting to rectify the map, to fill in
blank spaces with accurate information
and with names which seem to mean
little, even though we must admire his
effort, his object arouses littlesympathy
and seems hardly to justify his exer-
tions. He must look for his reward to
the geographical societies, which alone
can appreciate his achievement,

The region in which the Aslatic ex-
plorers have busied themselves lics
north of Hindustan. On the school
maps it is m»rked Turkestan, Mongolia,
Tibet, and over it are*distributed at ran-

dom deserts and mountain chains. To

objection of Tibetans and Chinese to
admit Europeans within their borders.
Much has been done in expeditiohs across
the deserts, from west to east, most of
which, like the Siberian explorations of
the eighteenth oentury, will remain hid-
den in the Russian archives. A great
deal that is divulged immediately is
being accomplished in unravelling the
tangi¢ of high mountains, which there
form the greatest excrescence on the
earth’s crust and which has been called,
appropriately, the “roof of the world.”

Even the names are hardly known
save to students of geography, and they
too have to struggle with the confu-
sion of the romenclature. The Hima-
laya, the wail that shuts off India from
the north, every one has beard of, and
we all know that it contains the highest
known peak, Mount Everest, or as the
purisis prefer it, Gaurisankar. Many
are also familiar with the Hindu Kush,
as the region in which our Aryan an-
cestors did or did not arise. Other
ranges have appeared on the mapse
for some years, stretching at & guess
from west to east, the Karakoram, the
Kuen Lun, the Altyn Tagh, the Thian
Shan, the Nag Shan—the names and
spelling vary indefinitely. Yet only a
year ago SvEN HEDIN was able to re-
port that a range bigger than the Hima-
laya, if not with such high peaks, con-
stituted the northern border of the val-
ley of the Brahmaputra, and none of the
maps showed it. He has added a def-
initely surveyed chain of mountairs
which he calls Transhimalaya, extend-
ing for hundreds of miles, to geographi-
cal knowledge, and a dozen travellers,
at different points, have helped disclose
the undiscovered country. .

Last year Dr. T. G. LONGSTAPF made
an excursion into the Karakoram, north
of Kashmir, which is well enough known
to have attracted alpinists like Dr. and
Mrs. WoRkMAN and the Duke of the
ABruzzi. He found a stretch of 150
miles which nobody had touched, and
made observations which Will make it
necessary to change the axis of the
chain on the maps. He reported the
discovery of a great glacier and the
following up of the watershed between
the Indus and the Yarkand rivers into
a new range, which puts their sources
manv miles further north than had been
suspected. He went back in the early
fall to examine his discoveries more
closely and his results have just been
made public.

His glacier, the Siachen, turns out to
be more than forty-fouwr miles long,
which makes it the longest not only in
the Himalava but anywhere vutside of
the polar regions. It pierces through
the main range of the Karakoram. The
crown of the ncw range is a group of
peaks culminating in one called Teram
Kangri, which Dr. LONGSTAFF'S meas-
urement made out to be 27,100 feet high.
This, according to the London Times,
brings it into the same class as Mounts
Everest, K2 or Godwin Austen, Kinchiu-
Junga and Makalu, It stands out by
itself, has not been shown on the maps;
it is difficult 1o understand how it should
have escaped the Indian survey. It
should be remembered, however, that
back of the Himalayas heights do not
rise sheer from the sea level SVEN
HEDIN found the bottom of his valieys
to be 15,000 feet above the sea, and his
mountain passes were generally over
18,000 feet; it takes a pretty high peak to
attract notice at such an elevation.

When the precise data are at hand

qu: will determine the import
of Dr. «ISTAFF'S discoveries. He is

but one of many explorers now busy in
the mountains, and his report gives an
idea of the kind of geographical research
von which months and years of arduous

toil are being expended.

The Outlook gives this extraordinary
conspectus of the liberation of Italy:

“To the eloquence of bis [GLADSTONE'S) im-
passioped appeal agalast the atrocities of King
BoMBA scarcely less than to the diplomacy of
CAVOUR, the statesmanship of FRROINAND and
the sword of Gavasz: does Italy owe her eman-
cipation.”

Either this comes !y wireless from
Afrioa, or the pint of brandy which we
recommended Dr. MaBIiE to use when
oditing the Contributing Editor’s “copy*
has got into the wrong inside.

We congratulate the Hon. JONN Ban-
RETT on his election as president of the
Esperanto Association. He needs 2 hew
language every year to express the ora-
tory that arises in kim.

Senator LA FolLmTTR absolu ntul%.to
take any hand in the attempt %o te guber-
natorial candidates the radical sifle %0 as to
unite on one man 3

And yet he is the greatest common élimi-
nator, as the tools of the Money Devil in

the Senate know.

In the Orient, at least, pioturesque cere-
monial has not been given up. His High-
ness the Mabarajah of Nepaul, one of
the most important of the native States,
for some mysterious religious reason
has had himself measured in the balance
with an equal weight of gold; the gold
was converted at onoe into silver coin and
distributed among the poor.

The Maharajah’'s name is Dmimax
Pritstvi Bin Bixram Jaxo, with many
titles attached; he is entitled Lo a salute
of twenty-one guns, and is 34 years of age,
but none of the books gives any estimate
of Low much he weighs. He must be a
weighty potentate if the amount of his
largess exceeded $100,000,

Sec WILSON Is on the job.—Bostog Globe.

Our esteemed contemporary sticks to
the rigor of its system of abbreviations,
but if it has any bowels it will vease to
describe Tama JiM in a way that is sure
to get him into trouble in Dry districts.
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The Profits of the Middlemen in Foodotafls,

To Tms EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: You need
not send West to see what the Western farmers
are receiving for their products when you
gather information praodically at your own X
One instance alone has been called to my atten.
tion of the prices that the ‘ruck gardeners have
been recelving for cabbage. whioh Is from $8
$7.50 & on, about one-quarter or one-tiird of
cent & head, while the retall price for this prod-
uct ranges from 12 1o 20 cents & bead. There
no doubt of the enormous profits that are
made by the refrigerating companies, middie-
men, &c. ’

1 would suggest that a corps of competent
be went to investigate the prices paid by middie-
men t0 the producers of al) farm asd gardea
products, including poultry, eggs, bogs, $e.. asd
the prices charged the public by the retall deal-
eors in this viclatty.

1 believe that two or thres classes of middlamen

FTe ¥

are making enormous proits,
NOw YoRk JARUAG 4

THE PARTY gbuntcr IN ENG-

To Tax Eprros or Tas Sun—8ir: In

large enough.
lar forces they had on their side all the
Sooclalists and voters inolined that way.
They had the suffragetits, who though
she had not & vote had influence and
would not be by bashfulness
from exerting it. Yet it seems that nego-
tiations have all the time been going on
with the Irish Home Rulers. A bargain
:ﬂlﬂnﬁy has at length been struck,

the Government has pledged itself to
home rule. Home rule is at onoce inter-
preted by one of the Irish leaders as carry-
ing with it repeal of the Union. It would
be impossible to govern the two ialands
on different principles, with Ireland con-
recalcitrant. Ireland would In
fact be lost or worse than lost and a
1 source of trouble. Thus with
union, naval and military, of the
oolonies to the mother country is to go
moral dismemberment of the United
Kingdom. It seems to be forgotten that
in the north of Ireland there is a Teutonic
and Protestant true to Eng-
land and the Union, but digregarded in
party combinations,

i

tary
& national ocounocil of legislative
revision, composed of men duly qualified
and rationally selected for that function.
Meantime there can apparently be no real
t

Lords to a veto on the budget bill or any
bill brought before it. Power of affirma-
tion carries power of withholding con-
sent, and implies responsibility in either
case.
The list of party issues now embraces,
besides that of thea hudget, reform or
abolition of the House of Lords, protec-
tion, prohibition, female suffrage, and
home rule for Ireland, besides local is-
sues, of which there are sure to be some.
Will the time come when such carnivals
of animosity, social as well as political, as
general elections under the party system
will cease to trouble?
Speaking of Ireland, there is one wrong
which the Irish heart specidlly feels and
which could be very easily redressed. It
is the absenteeism of royalty. George
IV. was the first King who since the time
of the Norman Conquest had come a
peaceful visitor to Ireland. He was
rapturously received, even O'Connell
finding it wise Lo join the acclaim. Queen
Victoria knew her gracious duty. She
showed this morally by her resentment,
during the latter and greater part of har
reign, when she no longer visited Ireland,
of any allusion to the subject. She would
have been ds safe in the wildest quarter
of Ireland as she was in Windsor Castle.
The present King has visited Ireland, and
it may be hoped is conscious of r
talisman which he bears.

{

them and in the Catholic clergy of

rs
Still, they are of the past, apd if Ireland
is cut loose it would not be surprising to
#seo a struggle for supremacy between them
and the politician of the nineteenth cen-
tury who through the struggle for sepa-
ration from the Protestant Kingdom has
found in them a powerful ally. Of this
there have been symptoms already.

. Gorpwin SmiTH.

THE VALUE OF FOOTBALL.

its Moral Effect Under a Spertsmanike
(” m‘ -

To Tk Eprror or Tax B8ux—Sir: Does
football strengthen or weaken the moral
character of the players? Many parents
keep their sons from playing football for
fear that the game will make them coarse
and brutal. They have heard of boys
penalized for tripping and cursing, and dis-
qualified for slugging, but they never in-
quire what was the moral character of the
boy before he played football. In every
sport there are some contestants who com-
mit fouls, who play as "muckers.” not as
gentlemen. Such undesirable players some-
times appear even in the ultra-gentiemanly
game of polo: but there are as few in foot-
ball as in any other major sport.

Football is such & popular game that when
& player is disqualified the news is spread
broadcast and exaggerated by gossip.
Last season, however, in the important
games in the East, the disqualifications did
not average one in twenty-five games.
Several years ago rough playing was much
more common than mow. The same
movement that revised the rules led to
better trained coaches and more expert
officials. To-day very few offenders es-
cape punishment., Players are disquali-
fled for slugging, kneeing and kioking, and
suspended from the game for any “unsports-
manlike coaduct.” .

Football piayed according to the rules
does not weaken but strengthens the moral
character of the players. I it ' were merely
& contest of phvsical strength it might have
& bad effect on & player in arousing in him
the savage pascions for physical supremacy.
But football to-day  demands brains and
wu;o powbo: as well t"d musecle. It teaches

t value o , of
:.o l‘c oonm‘:\ of hrneg”.“ oV ‘||.III ar
ﬁ: circumstances, all J: qua)
ns of ? ntleman ult-oonm} is
mm. Although success ‘“m
"m on taking advantage o e
o ollxn\ ,ot t not wi charac-
Nion 18 which § mas mocpeds not ool o
own strength mbut'gy he weakness of
rivals.
moral effect of
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DESOLATION OF THE SYNAGOGUE.

e i e s
Jodalsm Said te Huve Lest its Hold on the
Living Jewish Generation.

To tas Eprtor or The Bux—=Sir: Per-
mit me in & few words to comment upon
the Jewish religious statistics of this coun-
try according to the official figures of the
Bureauw of the Census, just issued. The 533
congregations of 1890 have increased to
1,760, in 1008 (1. @., 231 per cent.), four-fifths
of them, of course, being miniature congre-
gations made up in rode fashion by our
immigrants from eastern' Europe. One
thousand one hundred and fifty-two which
sent their figures report 101,457 members,
representing—five persons to & family—
about 500,000 Je wish souls afiliated officially
with Ife. We are certalnly
within the limits of trath if we assume that
the 817 congregations which “neglected” to
tell their story posséss no larger an average
membership than fifty, i. ., 30,850 heads of
families, representing 154,250 souls, or, to
total up, of the 2,000,000 Jews in this country
834,280, or one-third, only are connected with
the synagogue.

The full meaning of these figures, how-
ever, will not dawn upon the reader before
he becomes aware that the Jewish immigra-
tion between 1800 and 1908 amounted to at
least 750,000; that the Jews in this country
before 1861, the beginning qf the east Fu-
ropean immigration, pumbered no more
thasn 250,000, and finally that the majority
of these naiive Jews and their descendants
have long ago forsaken the Jewish religious

words, even of the 1,700,000 “orthodox”
Jews and their offspring who settied on
these shores from 1881 to 1008 not more than
500,000 find it worth their while to register

at the synagogal ofMces.

What does all this mean? Simply that
Judaism as a religion in its present
bhas absolutely lost its hold on the living
Jewish generation, for even the most optim-
istic Jewish statistician will admit that the
average Sabbath attendance in the 1,708
oongregations hardly averages 100, rep-
resenting again one-third only even of the
officially faithful “remnant of Israel.”

NacuMaAN KoneEx KROCHMAL,
New Yorx, January 1.

DEGENERATE MODERNS.

Unequal to Ple and the Strong Diet of the
Etzhteenth Century.

To Tax Epitor or Tee Sux-8ir: A
distinguished authority has recently de-
clared that we are eating more heartily
than we did Afty years age. On the con-
trary, statistics ought to prove to us that
we are putting ourselves on the most mod-
est, even a starvation, diet in comparison
with what we are pleased to call those “good
old times”; those days when our forebears
wore flannels of an impassioned crimson
and ate ple for breakfast, Yet one sage
historian declares it was thai pigfor break-
fast that “caused the hatefulness that was

thd very backbone of Puritanism.” Alas
—and are we becoming less hateful?
It is sad but true that when we

sneak home late at night and go slinking
about the pantry for what we may devour,
hygienic cereals and frugal, predigested
things do not appeal to us, By some over-
9 nate instinct, man takes
ir :wcold i nn' nl-(lmat'wnl vastly
-ugrb n st such ir.
why be w:;‘rcod and cémpiain tear-
fuily when our dreame recall lLeawis
Carroil’s rtal lines:

llt_ t bt :t. was a buffalo
E-‘-E u‘-u sod saw |
He - _.=w .swu
. Moreover, when we nc‘d 'bh:t.:‘h“us or‘at
undred we udder
the nurmlwc of tﬂt age. wenty

u : only & ned&nu order for old
ﬂdE ners, D :xr. sorved
e vEIotr? 3 r“mm s m“‘b;zl. by

n A
hg_“. !Ey tell,” the d&hmm oonm{y
digestion rose bravely to the n. To
be sure, we sometimes read of a few gouty
old lords being overtaken by seizures from
excesaive eating, bul this simply gfom
the rule. They wereonlyla few irascible
parties who doubtless richly deserved their
fate; and then, they wouild have died in time,

nn'gnv.
ainly we .ronzvin‘ on the frugal side
in these times: a let us not decry the
les of another age-—certainly not the
pored pie, sung Ly Emerson an
immortals. ante puts ingratitude
e lowest hell: nJ is it not treasona
in us to kick at the ladder by which we have
climbed? LAURA SIMMONS.
STAPLETON, 8. I., January 1.

Notes From Abreoad.

Our Consul at Temsul, Formosa, writes that
sales of American elecirical machinery and sup-

provisions could be Increassd. Formosa s
known to the world generally as the principal
sourge of the camphor supply. The natural re-
sources Incinde esceedingly valuable forests,
gold, coal and sulpbur mines. The most highly
oplum and salt, the last three being Govermmeat
monopoties

The jce factory at Smyrna, Asia Minor, erected
by an American company of §180,90 capital, ca-
pacity seventy toas of erystal lce daily, Is a sue-
cess. A bhrewery, capacity 400 barrels a day, 1s
to be added. This plant will be tne means of sell-
lng American los making machinery for plants

of evety Cltho::!
there should some
d other | Church among the ts 18 ine'
b | kel mice 2 ‘
t true t O
th&ﬁ: was l:' [t} .
the Cn ty of &:m 1
?“(‘h prof -

plies. lumbering machinery, bicycles and canned | I

RS EDX 5 8
Creed 85 & Whele No Leager
The Apesties’

To rae EpiToR or THR lvn-ﬂr:_ 1 bave
read the letters in Tuw Run of
menter” and “Jaquirer” upom
Christianity and the state of the
“Experimenter” says in effect that
do not go to churches because
believe in the emchx 3 ‘l\.h :'“ i::
chief reason. “Inquirer “Wh
considers the gist ol!' the Aposties Creed,
He does not give it all. J

1t calls for belief in the exigtdnos
sonal (lod and the creation of the by
Him; belief in the birth of & God on this
earth; belief in the birth of a -ut"m
belief in & personal spirit called the ;
Ghost; belief in resurrection of the
belief in the immortality of the soul. 1Itcalls
for & belief in & work of :k:h'.uw snlnnl.
in the ordinary sense o .
does not exist a particle of scieatific gvi«
dence or reputable testimeny in
any of these bellefs. Very few
these days and no men of science
abet any such teachings.

EEE R

tific men and a’u men ©
i‘h’lt'vom“?h':d to iﬁ; i

life and its aphurtensnces. Or, in other i,‘

you: thes ."d..’.&:n' you —ﬁt

y

Sy

sonal convictions

intellectual integrity
ver young.

o It v’ru n right thing, the

him to say, ut.uvuna,'nr
" stron lence
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APMAN,
NEw York, January 1. 7 -

Why Liberal Christianity Is Net That of the
Cathelle Charch.

To e Epiron or Tar m—slr.- - The
discordant ideas expressed by some of the
writers of the 'letiers on Mu.‘lty that
are appearing in Tax Sux woul
Catholic busy replying and con
Ther seem to know more aboul
we know about ourselves. Wi
be more reasonable for them
with a right understandjng .
truth and to ackmowledge that it/ is for us
to maintain and defend it?

Some too e
The old pagans :
these Christians love one another!”
must unbelievers to-day think and say who
regard Cathoiics and Froiesténis aliks z=
the followers of Christ? No wonder they
ridicule us for this never ending war we
wage between ourselves.

Mr. Jardine misquotes me in my lét
of December 17. 1 did not “conceds that
the tide of immigration explaing g mar-
vellous growth of the Catholic Church.®
What | said was that “the tide of
tion by no means explains this
growth.” We goes on expanding -
this misquotation and cites another to
that the Catholic Church would cease to be
in fifty years If imnfigration ceased. This
is ridiculously untrue.. How to.care fer
the immigrant ol.::ﬂu‘-d m same
iime aitend to the o PODI
lation at home is the perplexing preblem

Bishop and priest. That

In the other large cities of Asia Minor and the | SUthority

islands of the archipelago, reports our Consul at
Smyrna.

Exports from the Straits Settiements to the
United States and elsewbere consist of cloves,
coffee, copra. cubebs. gambler, gumse, gutta-
pereha, gutia-jelateng, hides, mace, nuimegs,
pepper, rubber, rattans, sago. taplooa and pine-
apples. Operating as whelesale distributors for
the Orient, the merchants of the Stralts Settle-
ments import about everything.

Roller skating is more popular than ever in
Great Britain, with American made skates greatly
in faver. :

House rents in Rio de Janelro are extremely
high, thrée or four room houses far In the sub-

In real estate transfers the city collects
20 per cent. of the purchase price as a apecial tax.
The municipal government, however, furnishes
homes at reasonable rents for workingmen's fam -

{lles and for others whe live in congested sections | J
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Ramwax, N.J.,
. Astrrea Rodux.




