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SOME NEW BOOKS.

Emerson’'s Journals.
thebay is father to the man seems
: nougth ‘when we begin upon The
S Taxrnals of Ralph Waldo Emerson, edited
Epwarp WaLpo EMersoN and WALDO
imsoN Forrrs (Houghton Miflin Com-
). Of thase journals, hitherto un-
wl, which Emerson began when he
Sian 4 boy at Harvard College and con-
pued during fifty years, the first vol-
from 1820 to 1824, and the
ohd volume, running from I8 to
Are issued.
find Emerson at the age of 18 dis-
g in sentences of length, assurance
i ‘good sound upon the subjects that
scholars. Mr, Edward W. Emer-
10 an introduction tells us that it was
28 matural to this boy to write as to an-
play ball, to go fishing, to experi-
ant with the tools of a neighbor or to
sol out tunes on a musical instrument.
be ostentatious ritual of India which
ped God by outraging nature,
softened as it proceeded West,
1l too harsh a discipline for Athe-
Lmanners to undergo.” Fmerson
@ that in his journal when he was 18
Men he was composing an essay on
He accounted in an interesting
goner for Socrates. He wrote: “He
distinguished for knowledge or
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ml information, but for acquaintance
Nith the mind and its false and fond pro-
P its springs of action, its assail-
ﬂ-r ;' in short, his art laid open its
Bpeat’ recesses, and he handled it and
: itat will.” The springs of action.
ipften have we heard of those be-
i s and wondered how intimately
ac ated anybody was with them.
. 'We find Emerson at 16 reading Ben Jon-
&t he Rev. Isaac Barrow, not in the
¥ om of intellectual or moral edi-
but because he was after phrases.
B reconstructed a sentence of Barroy's,
4 nearly a page in the performance.
[$30 he wrote an adjuration to Time.
§ two moons,” he recorded, “I shall
‘fulfilled twenty years. “Amid the
generations of the human race
b the abyss of years I lift my solitary
g and unknown, and com-
n : inexorable Time: ‘Stop, De-
dvoyer. overwhelmer, stop one brief
this uncontrollable career.
her of the creation, suffer me a little
that T may pluck some spoils as 1
ird, to be the fruits and monu-
he e through which I have
1. Fool! you implore the deaf
torelax the speed of the cataract.”
A% 20 he ::dem_ned freethinking.
Gibbon, Robertson, Franklin, cer-
ptch geniuses of the present day,
profligate Byron.” he wrote, “have
d more or less explicitly their
from the popular faith. Compos-
in themselves a brilliant constellation
¥ minds variously and richly endowed,
h » taken ot its weloome influence
g0 the cause of good will to men, and
et it in the opposite scale. Like the star
meb in the Apocalypse, they havecast a
plign light upon the earth, turning the
1 , to bitter.”
. Put why heed them? There may be a
pt pleasure in such fresthinking.
Pride of zuon has its gratifications,
ut ‘e i “Bacon, Milton, Newton
the like, whose hearts cleaved to the
revelations as the pledge of their
ion to eternity.” Surely the
of those others weigh as nothing
st these.
it .20 Emerson wrote: “One youth
g the muititudes of mankind, one
of sand on the seashore, unknown
m-the midst of ng cantemporaries, I am
i to put on the manly robe.”
! further wrote: “If a man shall dili-
gently consider what it is which most
impedes the natural greatness
mind he will assuredly find that
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Junbeoken barrier, and that when he has
ped this God has set no bounds to
g ." The reader will think of
plaint of Dr. Faustus. He applied
f to learning most diligently, and
“when he had learned all there was he
~ declaretl himself as wise as he had been
' start,
‘the summer oi 1523 Emerson, who
then 20 years pld, walked from Boston
¢ #o the Connecticut River. At noon
7 of the first day, August 23, he had accom-
k¢ twenty miles, and at Framingham
vecorded that there was fine scenery
part of the way and that for the rest he
had talked with himself, gathering up
. and watering such sprigs of poetry as
be feared had wilted in his memory, and
had thought how history has a twofold
' effect, namely, intellectual pleasure and
* moral pain. He also thought how monoto-
L pous and uniform is nature; but the walk
= must have made him hungry, for he set
4+ down in his brief record at Framingham:
_*T fousd now as ever that, maugre all
the flights of the sacred muse, the pro-
solicitudes of the flesh elevated
7 Tavern to a high rank among my
~ pleasurce.”
' That same day he walked twenty miles
* further. It was a good jaunt, but he
L seems to have been fit. He recorded at
'S Woroester at ® o'clock in the evening:
' *I reached Worcester one-half hour ago,
. baving walked forty miles without diffi-
_oulty.” A sound of exultation is per-
ble in this, but he suppressed it
t delay. He turned immediately
. to the thought of how turnpikes were
" supported. He met but three or four
travellers between Roxbury and Wor-
oaster. Why should there be a turnpike
for the conveniemce of so few? He leaves
‘the thought, not more than suggesting
. that he would like to propound that
©  blunt question. He gives no sign that
. be foresaw the need of automobiles.
. . Nextday at Rioce's Hotel in South Brook-
fleld he recorded that he was comfortably
soated sixty miles from home. He had
e passed through Leicester, Spencer and
.. North Brookfield. In the barroom of the
fon (not a Botei, like Rice's) at Leiocester

Vo bhﬂl
4 '1?- . to Stafford Springs. Emerson
i records of this traveller: “He guessed with
{ ";‘ me a few minutes concerning the design
* _and use of a huge white building opposite
9" te house, and could not decide whether
§t were court house or whether it were
church. But the stageman called and he
went on his way.” We can see that build-
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met Stephen Elliot, on his way, it

ing. It was plain and ugly in the clear

+ light. If it wasn't it was an exception,
R | sl the art views of the carpenter
. %ao It it, the painter who caused it to

o r‘u and the neighbors who regarded
71 with pride. Emerson learned from ths
' bartender that {t was an academy for boys
. :" and girls, of whom it could accommodare
by here in South Brookfield looked
“‘back agreeably upon a figure recently met.
. He recorded in his journal: *Mr. Stevens
of North Brookfleld is an innholder after
wy heart. Corpulent and comfortable,
“honest to a cent, with high opinions of the
. clergy. And yet he told me there was a
% mournful rise of schisms since he was a
% boy—Unitarians and Universalists—which
be believed were all one, and he

their names till lately.

al, sensual indulgence is the real)

|

doxy. The old serpent, he said, was at
work deceiving man. He could not but
think people behaved about as well now
as their fathers did: but then Mr. Bisby, the
Universalist minister ‘of Brookfield, is a
! cunning fox. and by and by he and his
! hosts will show what and hdw bad they
treally are. My good landloed’s philan-
| thropic conclusion was that there was a
| monitor within, and if we minded that, no
matter how we speoculated.”

Next day was Sunday, and Emerson,
resting in South Brookfield, entered in
his journal a few.observations concern-
ing Bacon “thd Prince of philosophers.”
On Monday afterrioon at Clapp's Hotel
in Belchertown he recorded matter that
we found of intedest. . Looking back upon
scenes that he had lefthesetdown: “After
noticing the name of Mr. Rice upon the
hat store, upon the blacksmith shop
and upon the Inn of South Brookfield, I
made inquiries of my landlord and learned
that this omnitrader was he himself, who,
moreover, owned two lines of stages!”
Going on then he made note: “This morn-
ing Pheebus and 1 set out together upon
our respective journeys; and 1 believe
we shall finish them together, since this
village is ten miles from Amherst. The
morning walk was delightful, and the
sun amused himeelf and me by making
rainbows on the thick mist which darkened
the country. After passing through West
Brookfield I breakfasted among some
right worshipful wagoners at the pleasant
town of Western [now* Warren), and then
passed warough a part of Palmer (1 be-
lieve) and Ware to this place. 1 count
that road pleasant and that air good which
forcea me to smile from mere animal
pleasure, albeit I may be a smiling man;

|80 1 am free to commend the road from

Cutler's Tavern in Western as far as Bab-
cock's in Ware to any youthful traveller
who walks upon a cloudless August morn-
ing. Let me not forget to record here
the benevolent landlandy of Ware who
offered me her liquors and crackers upon
the precarious credit of my return rather
than exchange my bills.”

We wonder what liquors engaged Emer-
son at Ware. We will wager that they
were not stronger than tea or coffee or
milk. His,fancy outran the habits of his
body, whieh were well controlled. He
proceeded to Amherst, where he recorded:
“The infant oollege is an infant Hercules.”
He ascended Mount Holyoke. Rattle-
snakes and vipers were reputed to be
thick upon that mountain, but he encoun-
tered mone. The visitors to the top of
the mountain at that time numbered about
forty a day in the summer seanson. Near
Northampton he advanced for 800 feet into
the penetralia of a celebrated lead mine.
It was a peculiarity of this mine that no
lead had been discovered in it. During
twelve years a skilful miner in the employ
of a hopeful Boston company had been
engaged in blasting out the mine. His re~
ward was $40 a foot for his advance into
the rock. It took him ten days to goafoot,
and so his earnings were $4 a day. Emer-
son made note: “He has advanced 975 feet,
and spends his time, winter and symmer,
alone in this damp and silent tomb. He
says the place is excellent for meditation,
and that he sees no goblins. Many visi-
tors come to his dark residence and pay
him a shilling apiece for the sight. A
young man, he said, came the day before
us, who after going in a little way was
taken with terrors and said he felt faint,
and returned. Said miner,” says Emerson
dryly in conclusiord, “is a brawny person
and discreet withal: has a wife and lives
near the hole. All his excavations are

ormed by successive blasting.® It is

to -be learned hare whether this lead
mine was ever found to contain lead. An
irritation of journals of this kind is that
nbow gnd again they do not furnish ocon-
clusions.

Fmerson went to Greenfield. He passed
through Whately and Deerfield over sanda
and pine barrens and across Green River.
Greenfield was not and probably still is
not an _all night place. He arrived there
after 10 o'clock and found both taverns
shut up. We ourselves remember arriv-
ing at Otis in western Massachusetts at a
late hour and being cordially permitted
by the hotel keeper to sleen in the barn.
Emerson had the pleasure of going to
church in Greenfield, He heard Mr. Per-
kins of Amherst in the morning, Mr. Lin-
coln Ripley in the afternoon, and Mr.
Perkins again in the evening. After say-
ing that Mr. Perkins pleased him better in
the evening than in the morning, he re-
ecorded: “He is a loud voiced, Seripture
read divine, and his compositions have the
element of a potent eloquence, but he lacks
taste.” We tried to think what the ele-
ment of a potent eloquence might have
heen. We concluded that it was a short-
coming and that Mr. Perking, if for that
reason only, was not quite up to the mark.
In Greenfleld Emerson had hospitable
entertainment and enjoyed a' dreamless

night.
e was not =0 fortunate next day.

It is both with interest and pain that we
read: “At night [ was quarterad in the
meanest caravanserai which has con-
tained my person since the tour began.
Traveller! weary and jaded. who regardest
the repose of thine earthly tenement;
traveller, hungry and athirst, whose
heart warms to the hope of animal grati-
fication;traveller of seven or seventy-seven
years, beware, heware, I beseech you, of
Haven's Inn in New Salem. Already
he is laying a snare for your kindness
or credulity in fencing in a mineral
spring for your infirmities. Beware.”
At another time, and supposing that this
had immediate application, the other
party surely would have been able to
ocollect damages for libel.

If Emerson could write, so could his
Aunt Mary (Mary Moody Emerson).
There is a long letter here from this lady

“Is the Muse become faint and mean?

leave you wholly than weave a garland
for one whose destiny leads to sensation
rather than to sentiment; whose intervals
of mentality seem rather spent in col-
lecting facts than energizing itself--in
unfolding, imperating its budding powers
| after the sure yet far distant glories of
what Plato, Plotinus and such godlike
worthiea, who in the language of St.
Austin showed that nene could be a true
philosopher that was not abstracted in
spirit from all the effects of the body,
&c., &c., more than | dare to impose "

In the same letter this admirable and
strong if not always absolutely Ilucid
lady says: “O would the Muse forever
leave you till you had prepared for her a
celestial abode. Poetry, that soul of all
that pleases—the philosophy of the world
of sense—yet the Iris—the bearer of the
resemblances of uncreated beauty! Yet
with these gifts you flag—your Muse is
mean because the breath of fashion has
not puffed her. You are not inspired in
heart, with a gift for immortality, because
you are the nursling of surrounding cir-
cumstagoes. You become yourself a
part of the eventa which make up the
ordinary life—even that part of the scon-
nomy of living which relates in the order
of things necesgarily to pr and social
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period 1 dfead worse than this sweet
stagnation, when the Muse shall be dragged
into éclat. Then will be the time when the
guardian angel will tremble.”

At page 205 of the second volume the
journalist relates an interesting aneodote
of President Adams. [t is recorded: “Mr.
Adams went out a-swimming the other
day into the Potomac, and went near to a
boat which was coming down the river.
Some rude blackguards were in it, who,

bald head as it poppled up and downin the
water, and, as they drew nearer, threat-
ened to orack open his round pate if he
came nigh them. The President of the
United States was, 1 believe, compelled
to waive the point of honor and seek a more
retired bathing place.”

At page 401 of the second volume it will
be found that Emerson declared: *“No
man can write well who thinks there is any
choice of worda for him. * * * There
is always a right word, and every other
than that is wrong.” This seems to make
it clear that the title of Coleridge’s poem
should have been either “The Ancient
Mariner® or “The Old Sailor,” and that
one or the other of these titles is the only
title that should have been employed.

A Notabie American Autoblography.

A man may be a very useful and dis-
tinguished public servant without be-
coming as well known to the country at
large as he deserves. This has been the
case of the aythor of the two volumes of
Diplomatic Memoirs (Houghton-Mifflin
Company), by Jorx W. Fosrer. We
doubt whether there is any widespread
knowledge concerning Gen. Foster's
record, yet it ‘is quite remarkable for
variety, intereét and the importance of
the matters in which he has been en-
gaged. His in the Union army
in the civil war was enough to bhave dis-
tinguished maany men for life-—he com-
manded three different Indiana regiments
and was at the head of a cavalry division
when the war ended—but his military
achievements in the retrospect seem
merely like a useful preparation for his
subsequent career. This has been chiefly
diplomatic in charabter, and it carried
him to the highest office which has to deal
with our foreign relations, that of Secre-
tary of State, which he held in 1802-98
under the administration of President
Harrison. Mr. Foster has also been
Miagister to Mexigo, Minister to Russia,
Minister to Spain, member of the Bering
Sea Arbitration Commission (oconcerning
the fur seals), member of the Anglo-
Canadian Commission, agent of the
United States before the Alaskan Boun-
dary Tribunal and representative of
China at the Second Hague Conference
in 1907,

Here we have a reocord of experience
which ought to furnish abundant mate-
rial for an interesting autobiography, and
that is precisely what Mr. Foster has
given us in these two volumes He has
travelled much and seen many cities and
many men, but he is not a traveller who
would be deemed great himself on ac-
count of the great nen he has met. There
i# not a trace of that snobbishness which
so frequently disfigures books of this class
where the author swells with importance
on every page as he narrates the inter-
views in which he has bored various em-
inént .personages to extinetion. When
Mr. Foster does tell us of his talks with
celebrities it is always in'a modesst ‘way
and without obtruding his share in the
conversation. ; L e

In the Presidential campaign ol 1872 Mr.
Foster was chairman of the Repiblican
State committee in Indiana. Senator
Oliver P. Morton, who had been the war
Governor of that State, thought that his
wervices to the party demanded recogni-
tion at the hands of President Grant and
asked that he be appointed A Minister to
Switzerland. That post had been as-
signed to another and Mr. Foster was told
that he could have the Mexican mission
instead. It was a much more important
position, and he aocapted it with much
hesitation by reason of his ignorance of
the Spanish language at that time, his
lack of experience in diplomacy and the
{fact that his knowledge of international
law had thus far been entirely derived
from books. By the civil service reform-
ers of the present day such an appoint-
ment would be condemned out of hand as
a bald reward for party service; but the
outcome was all that could be desired
under the best of systems and showed
that a capable diplomat could be devel-
oped even out of the chairman of a' State
committee.

to her nephew. She says in small part: |
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| Plenipotentiary of the United States
| that republic was under the rule of Lerdo
! de Tejada, who had been largely con-
cerned in the overthrow of the empire of
Maximilian and who had succeeded to the
Presidency upon the sudden death of
Juarez in 1872. Nominally the country

]

returns were 80 manipulated by the
party in power that a large proportion of
the legally qualified electors abstained
from voting “During . my seven years
residence in Mexico,” says Mr Foster,
“I often visited the polling places on elec-
tion days, but I never saw a citizen de-
posit a ballot, and rarely did I find any
persons at the polls except the election
officers.” Twenty years later when he
revisited Mexico Mr. Foster was told by
a Mexican gentleman whom he had met
there as a boy that he was now a member
of the national Congress because Presi-
dent Diaz had expressed a wish that he
should be a member, but heé represented
a State which he had never visited and a
district which he had never heard of be-
fore his election.

In the "708 Mexico was not as accesaible

| from without as it is to-day. There was
Ah. well she may. and better, far better, |

only one railroad in the country, that
leading from Vera Cruz to ' apital,
a line 260 miles long, and the o...  regular
communication with the United States
was by steamer from Vera Cruz once in
three weeks. The first overland tele-
graph line to this country was established
during Mr. Foster's mission, and the
poles were 8o flimsy and so inadequately
secured in place that the range ocattle
used to knock them over when they tried
to scratch their backs upon them. Letter
postage to the United States was twenty-
five cents a half ounce, so that the
charges for postage made up a large item
in the expense of the legation, The
estrangement with several of the Euro-
pean Powers caused by the execution of
the Emperor Maximilian still existed
when Mr. Foster was appointed Min-
istér and he was often called upon to pro-
tect the citizens of other nations which
had no representative in Mexico of their
own. QGradually, however, their Min-
isters came back. Mr. Foster gives an

Minister acegredited to Mexico while he

was there. He was a nobleman of much

diplomatic experience, whose face wps

scarred wifth sword culs received in uni-

versity duels and who 4t the age of 78
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not knowing the eharaoter of the swimmer, i
amused themselves with laughing at his

When Mr. Foster first went to Mexioo |
as the Envoy Extraordinary and Minister

enjoyed popular suffrage, but the election ;

interesting account of the (irst German.

was ~oelebrated at the Archbishop's
private chapel at 4 o’clock in the morning
and the entire Diplomatic Corps attanded
in full uniform.

The Mexioans have a saying to the|
effect that/no one knows Mexico until he
has experienced an earthquake there and
passed through a revolution. Mr. Foster
was there during the revolution which re-
sulted in the overthrow of President l.erdo
de Tejada in 1876 and the triumph of Gen.
Porfirio Diaz, under whose intelligent
rule Mexico has since attained so high a
degree of peace and prosperity. Not-
withstanding the benefits which his vir-
tual dictatorship has conferred upon his
country, Mr. Foster thinks it would have
been better if Diaz had not yielded so long
to the natural desire of his party to keep
him in power. *It would bave been a
wise and patriotic act for Gen. Diaz to
have retired from the Presidency atthe
end of his second term, leaving the pro-
hibitive clause of the Constitution in
force. He would then have been in aj
position to guarantee a peaceful election
of a successor and a continuance of the
good order and prosperity which he had
established. The people also might have
had an opportunity to test their ability
to conduct a government by means of a
free and untrammelled exercise of the
electoral franchise, a condition as ye
unknown in Mezico. The benevolent
autocracy under his administration has
resulted in great prosperity for the coun-
try but it has done little to educate the
masses of the people in their duties under
a republican government.” This is the
verdict of an American who has visited
nearly every Btate in the Mexican Re-
public and is probably as well acquainted
with its affairs as any foreigner can be.
On the other hand there are Americans
thoroughly familiar with the ocountry
who entertain more optimistic views in
reference to its future and who believe
that its advancement under Diaz has been
80 great as to preclude the possibility of
a relapse into a condition of constant
revolution such as characterizes some
of the Central American republics.

It is a far cry from the valley of Mexico
to the banks of the Neva, yet in January,
1880, Mr. Foster wis transferred to the
mission at St. Petersburg by President
Hayes. His seven years in Mexico had
made a diplomat of him. The revolu-
tionary condition of the republic during
muoch of that time had called upon him
for the exercise of much skill and tact in
the management of the relations between
the United States and Mexico. The neces-
sity to which we have already referred
of acting more or " less for other foreign
Governments which were unrepresented
for a time in consequence of the Maxi-
milian episode familiarized him with
other international relations, and what-
ever doubt he may have entertained as
to his fithess for his post when he went
to Mexioo there was no further oocasion
for misgiving when he was sent to
Ruseia .

Al that time our representative at St.
Petershurg had not been mised to the
rank of Ambasendor. He was only an
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni-
potentiary. The change has since been
made to insure the Amerioan representa-
tive the.precedence which was said to
be essential to the maintemance of our
national dignity; but Mr. Foster evi-,
dently deems it to have been unnecessary,
for he sayvs: “The special ptivilages whlct;]
attach to Ambassadors were never any
serious embarrassment to me, neor do I
think they stood in the way of my useful-
ness to my oountry. At the Foreign
Offiee, for.instance, if 1 arrived first my

1 Ambassadoridl ' colleagues voluntarily

yielded me precedence in my interview
with the Minister of State 1 had with
them eveh more cordial and intimate
relations than with most of my colleagues
of the same rank. [ attribute this not
to any personal merits on my part but
to the commanding position which the
United States had astained in Europe
couplad with the high tone of courtesy
of my A.n'nssadorial associates.” -
Alexander Il., who will always be
honored in history as the Czar who freed
the serfs, was the reigning monarch when
Mr. Foster was sent to represent the
United Statee in Russia. ILesas than a
year after he presented his credentials
the Czar was assassinated in one of the

| streets of the capital while driving from
|a review back to the Winter Palace on

March 13, 1881. Among the bystanders
who were wounded by the explosion of
the bomb which proved fatal to the
Emperor was the musio teacher of Mr.
Foster's daughters, a Frenchman whose
face was dreadfully disfigured by flying
bits of metal. The Memorial Church
of the Resurrection now stands over the
spot of the assassination, and Mr. Foster
says that in honor of the memory of the
Czar Emancipator his private apartment
is kept just as he left it. “There in the
reacess is the narrow iron bed in which
he slept and to which he was brought
mangled and bleeding to breathe out
the last spark of life. The half smoked
cigarette which he laid on the ash tray
when he went out on that fatal Sunday
morning is carefully covered by a glass
globe. His small ivory handled revolver
which he carried in his pocket that day
is lying on the table. The toilet articles,
half worn, are as he left thém. The books
on the library shelves, more or less used,
show his taste in reading. At the foot
of the camp bed hangs the portrait of a
little daughter who died in infancy,
and the last clothes she wore, which he
always kept in view. still lie there neatly
folded, a touching revelation of his tender
affection. The general aspect of the
room shows how simply the great monarch
lived" —the absolute sovereign who gave
their freedom to twenty-three millions
of white slaves.

Mr. Foster's first mission to Russia
terminated in August, 1881, when he
teturned to the United States on leave
and concluded to resign and practise
law. This he did at Washington with
much success, sspecially in cases involving
international questions. In 1897 he visited
Rassia a second time in his capacity as
a special ambassador to that country and
Great Britain in reference to the Bering
Sea: fur seal —ontroversy. He met the
prr'wnt. King of England (then Prince of
Wales) in London, who impressed him as

“a man of only fair ability, not greatly |

oppressed with the cares of state, but
not likely’ to do any imprudent acts as
sovereign.” This is pretty frank lar

for a diplomat. Nicholas [I. had become
Czar, and Mr, Foster found him surpris-
ingly familiar with the subject of the pro-
tection of the fur seals in Bering Sea.
Count de Witte was at this time the Rus-
sian Minister of Finance and one of the
statesmen whom Mr. Foster was called
upon to meet in the course of his negoti-
ations. “An amusing incident ocourred
during our interview,” says Mr. Foster.
“In the midst of our conversation the
telephone bell on his desk sounded and
he asked me t6 axcuse him to anawer the
call. A brief conversation in Russian

wok Wlace through the Inttramant end

he hung up the recsiver with

the remark to me*it's a

-

he oannon from sl the fortresses of the
capital were booming the news of another
addition to the imiperial family.” The
Empress was then very unpopular because
she had not borne a male child.

This second mission of Mr. Foster's
to Russia was a sequel to the Bering Sea
fur seal arbitration at Paris four years
earlier, in which he wase the agent for the
United States. The decision was ad-
verse to this country, but he was in nd
wise chargeable with the unfavorable
result. We had objected to pelagic seal-
ing, or the destrupgtion of the fur seals
in Bering Sea after they had left the Pri-
biloff Islands, on the ground that Bering
Sea was a mare olausum over whigh Rus-
sia had exercised exoclusive iotion
prior to the cession of Alaska and over
which the United States had acquired
exolusive jurisdiotion by the ocession.
This was the claim put forward by Secre-
tary Blaine in his with
Lord Salisbury, but when the ocounsel
for the United States attempted to es-
tablish it before the Arbitration Tribunal
it proved to be untenable. Our Govern-
ment also ocontended that the United
States had such a property right in the
Pribiloff seal herd as entitled us to pre-
serve it from destruction wherever it
might be found and to exercise all needed
force to that end. This proposition,
which originated with Gen. B. F. Tracy,
Secretary of the Navy under President
Harrison and one of the leading lawyers
in the country, was our strongest poist,
and Mr. Foster thinks it might have pre-
vailed if it had been advanced at the
outset of the controversy. The result
was 80 unsatisfactory that Theodore
Roosevelt has said we ought never to
have entered into the arbitration at all;
but if international arbitration is to de-
pend upon the satisfaction of both par-
ties with the result this method of settling
differences between pations might as
well be abandoned at once and forever.

After he had established a successful

sion Mr Foster was invited to enter the
field of diplomacy again by President
Arthur, who in 1883 was exceedingly de-
sirous of negotiating a reciprovity treaty
with Sghin. Mr. Foster abandoned his
practioe at.the President’'s request and
became our Minister to that country. He
succeeded in obtaining such a treaty as
the President wished, but it failed of
ratification by the Senate owing to po-
litical changes in the United States.
Alfonso XII. was on the throne and the
prominent leaders in Spanish politios
were Canovas, Sagasta and Castelar.
None of them was of noble birth, but all
were of comparatively humble origin.
The Spanish people owe a greater, debt
of gratitude to Canovas than to any other
statesman of modern times. He was so
patriptic that although he was Prime.
Minister when Alfonso XIL died he ad-
vised the Queen Regent, Christina, to call
upon the leader of the Liberal Opposition
to forn a Govermnment, deeming that
course most conducive to peace and the
permanence of the monarchy Canovas
framed the existing Constitution of Spain
in 1878, was the Conservative Prime Minis-
ter for six years and died by the hand of
An assassin in 1807. Sagasta was his
great Liberal rival, whose misfortune it
was 0 be in power during the war with
the United States, which he exerted his
utinost efforts to avert. He wasa stanch
supporter of the Queen Regent during
the minority of the present King, and
notwithstanding his progressive views
was, better liked at court than the aus-
tere Oonservative Canovas. Me.. Foster
speaks of him as the James G. Blaine of
Spanish politics.

Castelar was better known to the
world at large than either Canovas
or Sagasta, but this was attributable
to his oratory and literary achieve-
ments rather than to his agpacity
for politioal leadership. In politics he
was chiefly distinguished by his ad-
vooscy of the establishment of a re-
public in Spain by peaceful means, and
8o pronounced were his republican prin-
ciples that he never attended any of the
official receptions at the royal palace.
Castelar was especially hospitable to
American visitors and was a conspicuous
figure in the group of interesting and able
men with whom Mr. Foster enjoyed ac-
quaintance during his sojourn in Madrid.
Another notable character was Cardinal
Rampolla, the Papal Nuncio, afterward
Secretary of State to Pope Leo XIII. He
too was friendly to America and the Amer.
icans and was a frequent visitor at Mr.
Foster's house. His first visit is thus
described in a letter from Mrs. Foster to
a friend: “When [ came home I found
both of my girls raving about the Pope's
Nuncio, who had just been here making
a visit. He was dressed in lavender
gloves, lavender silk stockings and laven-
der silk lining to his cloak. They de-
clared him the most interesting, imteli-
gent, fascinating man they had ever met,
and I am afraid if he comes often they
may be wanting to change their religion.”

Perhape the most distinotive honor
ever paid to Mr. Foster was his selectidn
by the Chinese Foreign Office in 1804 to
meet the ocommission which had been
appointed to go from China to Japan to
sue for peace and aid the commissioners
by his wise counsel. The invitation came
by cablegram to Washington. It was
undoubtedly due to the impression of
his ability which had been derived from
Mr. Foster's services as counsel to the
Chinese Legation while he was practising
law at Washington. Mr. Foster had also
met some of the leading public men of
China at Pekin in the course of a tour
around ‘the world in 1808-8¢. As the
result Mr. Foster went out to China and
Japan and participated in the negotia-
tions leading up to the Treaty of Shimo-
noseki which terminated the war between
those countries. It is an interesting fact
that the negotiations on the Japanese aide
were largely conducted by another Ameri-
can, Mr. Heary W. Denison, a cousin of
the late Charles A. Dana, who has been
for many years the diplomatic adviser
of the Foreign Office in Japan. The
satisfactory nature of Mr. Foster's ser-
vices on this oocasion doubtless had much
to do with his appointment in 1908 as
China's delegate to the Hague Peace
Conference. 4

Reference has aiready bLeen made to
Mr. Foster's membership in the joint high
commission of 1888 and 1890 which en-
deavored to bring about an adjustment
of the various mattters in difference be-
tween this country and Canada but split
on the rock of the Alaska.

uen-
tion. lnluhohldthocoodform:eto
act as the agent of the United States be-

fore the Alaska Boundary Tribunal, which
by the vote of Lord Alverstone (formerly
Sir Richard Webster) decided that ques-
tion in our favor. g

We have indicated the main features in
a life of unusual interest. Few Amer-
icans have enjoyed such opportunities as
have fallen to. the jot.of the author of
these volumes to wee things worth while,

mlpu m tu!smb and then over the Athntio States, scat-
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diplomatic experience and his life in Wash
ington. His autobiography ends with
optimistio note of cheerfulness. He de-
clares that all his most laborious and suc-
cessful work has beendone since he was
30. *“The retrospect of a life of more than
threescore years and ten occasions much
satisfaction and little regret, thanks to
a kind Providence, a favoring Govern-
ment and a host of friends *

Mr. Foster's work ought to be in every
public library which aims at any degree
of completeness in modern American
biography, history and diplomacy. For
the benefit of the general and pleasure
loving reader we should add that it is also
a noteworthy contribution to the litera-
ture of mere entertainment.

A Study in Natienal Psycholeg).

A final exposition of the national psy-
chology of the American people is of course
not to be expected until we attain a far
more comprehensive understanding of
the forces through which race character-
istios are evolved than we have at present.
However, the lnd.hps'nublo‘ conditions
of progress in any formative acienoce
are the observation cn:'d c.":;dnu':,:
of phenomena and the on
them of working theories to be verified
or disproved by further research. A
substantial volume of information oon-
cerning the obscure decisive
influences exerted by heredity, environ-
ment and social institutions on our na-
tional character has been accumulated
by specialists in a variety of branches
of learning. Mr. A. Mavmice Low's
book on The American People (Houghton
Miflin Co) has the merit of being the
first attempt to collect, appraise and
correlate this scattered material with a
view to making it subserve the purpose
of a scientific study of our national psy-
chology. His book, while necessarily
containing many subjective opinions and
tentative hypotheses, is a valuable con-
structive summary of the forces that
have been active in the formation of

mis- |, ogional traits in America.

Mr. Low concludes that the American
people is a new race, the product of a

characteristic physical ‘environment and | the

of extensive intermarriage between de-
soendants of diverse European stooks,
and that the civilization of Amerioca,
though of English origin, is distinctly
American. His conclusions are entitled
to special consideration because of their
source. It requires an intimate acquaint-
ance with both England and the United
States to determine the fundamental
relationship as regards such intangible
matters as culture and ethnic tempera-
ment between two oountries which have
80 much in common. Mr. Low is an
Englishman by birth and education who
has lived many years in America. As a
correspondent for British newspapers
and periodicals he has been a close ob-
server of our political, business and social
life, and several important books by him
relating to America attest a studious habit
of reeearch.

An early chapter of the present volume
is devoted to a general discussion of the
influence of environment on race. After
pointing out the difficulties attending a
study of the psychological reaction of
natural agents on the nations of the Old
World Mr. Low declares that “with the
sole exception of the American people it
has been impoasible scientifically to study

¢ influence of environment on men-

ity.” In the first place the early records
of the Old World nations are lost in
obsourity, and although we have in many
instances literatures and traditions we
have no sucli precise knowledge of any
historic people from its beginning as we
have of the American. Secondly, other
mces have been influenced in greater or
less degree by the native civilization of
the land of their adoption. In America,
however, there was no native civilization.
Finally all the Old World races, whether
appearing as conquerors or immigrants,
as nomadic tribes or civilized peoples,
in the countries which they now occupy
grafted themselves on a native stock
or absorbed it into themselves.

In America then, to a degree not possi-
ble elsewhere, the basic characteristios
of the race can be truced to elemental
natural causes. Among these are noted
certain marked peculiarities of olimate.
An Englishman, for example, may travel
from one end of his country to the other
without experiencing any change of tem-
perature. In America the passage from
ovean to ocean is marked by frequent
climatic changes, as it is also by variations
of soil. The soil is sterile in places, but the
fertile area vastly overbalances the waste
land, and the spirit of enterprise ia en-
couraged because energy intelligently
directed is sure to be profitably rewarded.
In those regions which produce the great
staples wheat and oorn the variations of
temperature are extreme, intense heat as
well as intense cold being to a
proper germination and ripening of the
crops. Hence farmers and agricultural
laborers, the bulk of the population, must
be men of strong constitutions, able to
withstand the great drain on their vitality
occasioned by arduous labor under burn-
ing suns and by the isolation of long, hard
winters. The struggle with nature has
produced a resourceful, enterprising, vig-
orous

race.

The climate in the northern latitudes
of the United States is generally drier
and the alternating seasons are both
colder and hotter there than in northern
Europe. Because of a relatively un-
clouded sky we have more sunlight. The
air is charged with a greater quantity of
ovone and is therefore more stimulating,
a fact recognized.by the first settlers.
“Experience doth manifest,” quotes Alex-
ander Young in his “Chronioles of Massa-
chusetts,” “that there is hardly a more
healthful place to be found in the world
that agreeth better with our English
bodies. Many that have been weak and
sickly in old England by coming hither
have been thoroughly healed, and grown
healthful and strong. For here is an
extraordinary clear and dry air that is
of most healing nature to all such as are
of a cold, melancholy, phlegmatic, rheu-
matio temper of body.”

A climatic feature which notably differ-
entiates America from Europe is the
periodio “cold wave,” or sudden fall of
temperature accompanying a downrush
of oold, dry air. It is peculiar to America,
and to this phenomenon our author,
sharing the opinion advanced by Gilbert
H. Grosvenor, ascribes In large measure
the keen, alert mind and the restless
energy of the American people. The
cold wava has the effect of a tonic, and its
influence in transforming the slow moving
immigrant from the comparatively uni-
form climate of Europe into an ambi-
tious, high strung worker is apparent.
It originates miles above the earth, usi-
ally over the Rocky Mountain platean
Suddenly in a mass of bracing cold air
it tumblea down upon Montan as (f
poured through aglav: funie!. Reaching
the earth with a trame iods mo n mtum,
it spreads out over the Missiasippi Valley

and body of the sluggishness which .
oquable temperature Is inolined +,
engender.

The stern pioneer life with its savige
Indian warfare and i hard labor 1o 1w
claim the soil, & life which existed o\, 1/,
American frontier for 300 years, has | ...
an important factor in developing
national character. Determination
reliance and optimism were qualiti...
dispensable to survival under : .
conditions. Then too the territorin) .c.
ards of the early settlers und
notable change. Accustomed to the <,
English geographical units, the pij..,.,
began their planting on & diminutive
but gradually adapted themselves 1, 1,
wide range of vision that the topog,. .
of the continent inspired. The o ,
the sise of the country is traced iy (1,
large and daring mode of thought typ..
of the American people.

'my the perils and hl“‘lhlpl of
frontier life infused into the American
character a strong element of melan.
choly, tempered by & ocorrective religh
for broad, obvious fun. Dainty humor,
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out the larger part of America they have
broken ground, taken the initiative and
maintained their supremacy in politics,
education and industry. By virtue of this
genius for leadership the Puritan stock
has readily assimilated into its own social
structure the diversified and unorganize |
foreign ethnic elements introduced Ly
later immigration.

Puritan New Epngland, therefore, is es-
sentially the oradle of the Americanrace
with its characteristio social organization.

The Pilgrims who planted the first colony
there were nat virile enough tomake a last -
ing impression on the nation. When the
Plymouth colony was fifteen years old it
numbered only 500 people. Twelve years
after the Puritans had first settled in Mas-
sachusetts they ocounted 20,000 souls

mocracy of New England. Much atten-
tion is also given to the type
developed in the Southern
the influence of peculiar social and
nomic conditions.
slavery there is no

nese, social interoourse and travel.

Anecdotica! and Entertaining.
The Rev. E. J. Hardy’s little book
“How to Be Happy Though Civil” (Charle
Scribner’s Sons) overflows with anecdotes

dessert.” Upon this some one at the
table remarked that the old lady should
not speak in that way of one who left 80
little to be desired.”
Again, in the chapter on courtesy in
church: “On one ocoasion when Jackson.
Bishop of London, had concluded a sermen
in the Chapel Royal, St. James's, the
verger opened the door of the pulpit and
banged it with a great noise. Then be
whispered to the perplexed prelate that
the Duke of Wdﬂn.tonmm‘
| that, not liking to touch him, they adopted
this method of rousing him.”
Doubtless the anecdotes enforce W
lesson. Certainly many of them
amusing.

Word Most Orten Missj.clics.

From the London Daily Mail

“Oblige,” of all the words in the Engl®
language, is the one most frequently m#¥
spelled. Thin aseertion is made by
Stewart Thomson in a new euition of W
“Public Examination Spelling Key,~ as
is based npon practical experience and fro®
evidence provided by the papers of co®
petitors in civil service examinations. .

“Not 5 per ofnt. of educatedEnglishmen.
| Mr. Thomson adds, “spell corpectly, evel
lin standard hooks and high olass newv
| papers. the simple word ‘repellent.’ TW
| Fuglish language is o living and grovin
thing and dictionaries as & rule are avod
| Afty years behind the times. There is per
'haps bo more common fallmcy with W
experienced writer than the idea that ¥
these days of free education and stri¢

Government inspection, ‘every schoolbos’
san spail ol ¢ Yy common Eoglie
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