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d Competition of the Noblest
Kind.
% ntly it was the pleasant duty of
me SUX to exhibit for public admira-
n the Lackawanna Railroad’s statis-
o8 of safety. The record submitted
¢ that company showed a total of
@%4 passengers transported dur-
y ten vears ended with the last
ay of last month without the loss of
pe plasenger’s life in consequence of a
min accident.
"We expressed at the time a readiness,
the interest of truth and for the high
pdit of American railroading, to give
prominence to facts showing the
al operation, in this most im-
ant particular, of other railways
railway systems.
‘1t Is therefore gratifying to us to learn
font™@_dotiroe ~of authoritative infor-
jition in the Pennsylvania’s manage-
gent that during the year 1908, the
st pomr for which the statistics have
#en completed, that great system car-
more than 141,000,000 passengers
The ;llh@g one person in a train
“This is likewise a record of which
anegicans may be proud. The white
" “Is briefer than in the case of the
ok na, but the total of human lives
s al 1o the Pennsylvania’s care and
kill §s relatively much larger.
| By and by, when we have had word
leelt railroads able to present
3 s ‘of similar significance, it may
interesting "to reduce the various
to a. common denominator, for
comparison and an award to them
» merit it.
matter on whose smokestack the
) of victory in this most splendid
f competitions may perch Tor the time
wing, the glory of the contest will be
all who have part in it.
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E: The Liberal Quandary.
,}Aﬂu a week's voting returns have
received*for niore than two-thirds
M the British constituencies; in about
districts the elections are still to be
eld or the results had not been made
pwh vesterdav. In twenty of these
Lipn) s will be chosen as a matter
f course. The rest are chiefly county
flivisions and in these during the last
duys the proportion of Unionist
has been increasing. The mem-
retwrned are pretty equally di-
d between the two parties, with
Unionists slowly eating into the
d block of 84 Nationalists which is
Mr. AsQuiTH'S sole hope for a
ority. It is extremely unlikely that
he Unionists at this late stage can over-
some the Irish block; it seems nearly
unlikely that the Liberals and Labor-
% can secure a majority of the mem-
; throwing the Irish out,
. The task with which Mr. ASQUITH, or
gay other Liberal who may undertake
ko form.a Ministry, counting on a com-
posite majority of 50 or #0 members in
all, will have to deal is extremely diffi-
‘cult. " Even with a homogeneous party
1 them Ministers have found
difficult to keep in power where
majority was small. Mr. AsQUITH,
ver, must undertake to satisfy the
h, whose demands with their present
tage will not be slight; the con-
tive Liberals, whose objections to
rule are strong enough to make
tiiem vote against their own party lead-
L and the Radicals and Laborites,
'whose allegiance to the Liberals is luke-
arm and who would throw them over
dily if their opponents would prom-
0 to help some of their socialistic
sshomes.
L 'I'ha life of a Liberal Ministry resting
‘on the new Parliamen! promises to be
ishort in all events. There will be no
! for attacks on the Lords, for
HOC tic budgets or for sweeping re-
. Mr. AsQuirH will have to trim
‘his safls carefully to avoid shipwreck
“ou his own majority.
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. A Tarlff War With Germany?
selinany’s present tarifft system be-
operative on March 1, 1906, A
f2 war between Germany and the
' United States was at that time averted
by means of a modus vivendi. Two
months before the termination of that
pgement 4 ocommercial agree-
'ménd was concluded between the two
‘countries. This gave the United States
he benefit of most of the conventional
pf the Cerman tariff. The agree-
t was decidedly more favorable to
United States than to Germany. It
to have a life of twelve months., If
terminated by notice given by either
the parties six months before the
iplration of its stated life it was to

n in fores:
£ “Untll siz montihs from the date when either
contracting parties shall notify the other
o its Inteution to terminate the same.”

‘Gn August 6, 1009, immediately after
t ; tariff bill,
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?with which trade treaties were then

existing that the treaties would ter-
minate on the expiration of the time
specified in them, or if no time had been
specified, as in the case of treaties with
France, Switzerland and Bulgaria, on
November 1, 1909. Under that notice
the agreement with Germany ends on
February 7, and if no new agreement is
made in the meantime Germany’s gen-
eral rates instead of its Jower conven-
tional rates will then be imposed on
imports from the United States. 1f no
new arrangements are made before the
end of March German imports into the
United States will be subject to “the
rates of duty prescribed by the' sched-
ules and paragraphs of the dutiable
list” of the Payne bill, “and in addition
thereto 25 per cent. ad valorem."

As matters stand the prospect for a
new agreement is not bright. The Ger-
man Government is said to be willing to
meet the United States even more than
half way in a new arrangement but is
blocked by the opposition of the Agra-
rian party in the Reichstag. For many
reasons the situation is extremely un-
fortunate. A tariff war would hurt
both contestants severely, although this
country would in all probability suffer
less than Germany. In round figures
our sales to her are about $250,000,000 a
yvear and our purchases from her are
about £150,000,000. Only a part of this
business would be stopped, but enough
of it would be affected to cause a serious
loss at both ends, to say nothing of the
breach in friendly relations which would
inevitably attend a trade conflict.

Diligent eflort is being made to dis-
cover a mutually satisfactory basis for
an exchange of minimum rates. Itis
reported from Berlin that the Agrarians
are inclined to a belief that the imposi-
tion of Germany's higher rates between
February 7, the date for raising the tarift
in Germany, and April 1, the date on
which the maximum American rates
can be applied, will give this country
such a dose of tariff war that it will be
ready to meet Germany on glmost any
terms. Should no ground for agree-
ment be reached it is more than possible
that the Germans will have an excellent
opportunity to modify their belief.

The Island of Birds.

Including the original proprietor,
Colonel LioN GARDINER, the island to
which he gave his name has had twelve
lords of the manor, and a thirteepth now
inherits its 4,000 acres and appurte-
nances, The story of the fortunes of the
family and the history of this sea girt
demesne have lately been told with the
coloer of romance: how Captain Kipp
secreted treasure there, how there was
a descent of Spaniards in the eigh-
teenth century, how the predatory Brit-
ish almost ruined the manor house dur-
ing the Revolutionary war, and how the
enemy’s squadron dropped anchor off
shore in 1812 and sacked the island—all
these things have been revived as tra-
ditions that lose nothing of interest by
the lapse of years; but no word has been
said of wenants older than the GARDI-
NERS, who continue to reside on the isl-
and or returp to it at intervals, as sure
of sympathy and welcome as they are
of the protection of the "lofd¥ of the
manor.” )
Mr. FRANK M. CHAPMAN, curator of
ornithology of-the American Museum
of Natural History, has called Gardi-
ner's the Island of Birds. On his first
visit in 1808, with a special permit, he
had to enlist the services of the Fire-
maker, a hereditary officer, who built a
fire at a point onthe Long Island shore
to signal to the lord of the manor that
a guest might be expected. There was
aresponsive shimmer from a homemade
heliograph, and a boat then put out to
convey Mr. CHAPMAN across the three
miles of water to the island. He de-
scribes it as consisting of rolling plains
in the interior, here and there a lake,
with a fringe of shell strewn shore, and
swamps intersected by small tidal
streams, There was some hardwood
primeval forest, together with coverts
of cedar and bayberry and tracts of
wild brier, but there were also meadows
and fields of grain, with flower gardens
and orchards about the manor house.
There was enough elevation to afford
fresh water brooks except in a dry sea-
son, He found no foxes, red squirrels,
chipmunks or other natural enemies of
the birds, and the domestic cat, which
according to a Massachusetts ornitholo-
gist kills more birds annually than the
hunters do, was not tolerated. Thus
Gardiner's is a refuge and home for the
feathered migrants and tenants. They
have a full table always and breed with-
out molestation. X

Having no enemies to fear, the robins
build without artifice in the open, on
projecting stones and hetween fence
rails as well as in trees; and cathirds,
many . of the sparrow tribe, orioles,
thrushes, flickers and other familiar
birds make their homes so close to the
house as to form a domestic colony, In
the tall grass and in the salt swamps
grackles and red winged blackbirds are
to be seen in flocks, and their cheerful
if unmusical choruses are heard all day,
The gay, darting kingfisher is very much
at home, and the wood duck and black
duck are fearless tenants of the ponds.
The feathered meadow folk, vesper,
field, grasshopper and savannah spar-
rows, kingbirds and indigo buntings, are
to be seen flitting on all sides, balancing
on stalks or taking a survey from fence
posts. The sweet, refrained and full
bodied meadow lark sails above the
fields, and at dusk the swift fiying wood-
cock is a familiar sight. As late as No-
vember Mr. CHAPMAN has counted fifty
varieties of birds.on Gardiner's Island,
and some of them are remarkably nu-
meroys, The melodious whistle of the
Carolina wren, a bird not at all common
in this latitude and rare on Long Island,
often charms the ear on Gardiner's, and
the Bartramian sandpiper, piping plover,
roseate terns, herring gulls, the sharp
tailed and seaside finches abound,

But the pride of Gardiner's is the
fishhawk colony, the largest in this
evantry and perhaps the largest in the
world, says Mr. CHaPMAN, In 1812 the
GARDINER of that period was quoted
in WILSON'S “American Ornithology” as
saying that there were 300 nests of fish-
, 8 on the island, and it is & bulky
sticks and
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to which the bird returns every year.
Mr. CHAPMAN caloulates that there are
at present between 150 and 200 nests,
built not only in trees, as the habit of
this hawk is in other places, but trust-
fully on the ground, there being no
mammals to eat the eggs or destroy
the young. In his comprehensive book
“Camps and Cruises of an Ornithologist”
Mr. CHAPMAN has a study at close range
of the Gardiner's Island fishhawk, a
bird that has characteristics almost
human, The duck family is naturally
well represented on and around the isl-
and, and in Bostwick’s Woods the crows
have a wonderful roost, to which they
resort.in great flocks with almost deaf-
ening clamor toward sunset, hundreds
of them flying over the water from Long
Island. English pheasants were intro-
duced in 1802, twenty-five females and
100 males, and in eight years they had
increased to 5,000. Roup has thinned
their numbers since 1900, but they still
startle the visitor by whirling and whir-
ring up right under his feet. There are
several hundred night herons on the
island, and they are almost as tame as
domestic fow]. In the spring the quail's
cry is as frequent as chanticleer’s hail
from the barnyard.

Gardiner's is only seven miles long
by two and a half at the widest part,
but it would be difficult, perhaps im-
possible, to find an equal area anywhere
in the United States so rich and melodi-
ous in thriving and contented bird life.
May the succeeding lords of this pic-
turesque island manor in the genera-
tions to come maintain it as the home
and sanctuary of the wild birds, equal
tenants with them in the enjoyment of
its peace and fertility.

A Return to Eden.

There is a warning to archsologists
to hasten their excavations by the waters
of Babylon, before the land blooms and
 becomes populous again, in Sir WILLIAM
WiLLcoCKS's plans for the irrigation of
the Euphrates-Tigris delta, which have
been already described in THE SUN, * In
his lecture before the Royal Geograph-
ical Society he put aside the hydraulio
engineer for a while and gave his views
regarding various interesting matters
which he was able to investigate in the
course of his technical labors.

He agrees with the views of those who
limit the Creation to the land between
the rivers and place the Garden of Eden
just above the Euphrates delta, from
Anah to Hit, the home of the Hittites.
He identifies the four streams of Eden,
Pison, Gihon, Hiddekel and Euphrates,
as the four branches into which the
Euphrates divides when it enters the
delta, and he marks the present site of
many other names of places in the
Biblical accounts. The deluge he takes
to be a flood of the rivers, and NoAn’'s
ark, he believes, floated about in the
delta till it stranded on the desert; not
on the Armenian Mount Ararat. The
place he picks out for the landing is near
Ur of the Chaldees, where Euphrates
and Tigris formerly met. Sir WrLL-
IAM'S only criticism of the patriarch is
this: “If NoAH had been a hydraulic
engineer he would have constructed
the Pisbn River escape instead of an
ark, and saved not only his family but
his country.” This escape for the Eu-
phrates waters through the bed of the
first river of Eden is the first step in Sir
WILLIAM'S reclamation plan; it will cost
£359,000, will double the cultivated area,
and has been approved by the Turkish
Government, which has already assigned
the money needed.

Turning to another problem of much
later date, XENOPHON'S account of the
expedition of Cyrus, with the “Ana-
basis” in hand Sir WILLIAM WILLCOCKS
followed the movements of the Ten
Thousand, from the moment they en-
tered the delta till they left the Tigris
behind them after the battle of Cunaxa.
His interesting study can only be fol-
lowed with the map spread open, but his
location of the battlefield is rational. He
runs over the history of the ¢onstruction
of the dams and canals in which all great
rulers had a share from NIMROD of the
Bible, who is the HAMMURABI of the in-
scriptions, down, CYRUS the Great and
his Persians, ALEXANDER, the Sassanids,
under whom the delta saw its greatest
prosperity; the Arabs under HAROUN AL
RAsSCHID, all looked after irrigation till
GeExcHIS KHAN with his Mongols and
Timur with his Tatars broke the dams
and left the country toruin. Itisaland

of history for its extreme fertility that is
now to be-reclaimed at a comparatively
low cost.

Within the irregular oval, about 200
milea long by 100 in extreme breadth,
are buried the great capitals of a dozen
extinet civilizations: Hittites; Akka-
dmans, whose inscriptions are hardly
deciphered yet; Ur of the Chaldees;
Kutha which is Kush; the scenes of
recent excavation, Tel Lo, Senkere,
Nippur; the Babylon of HAMMURABI
and of ARTAXERXES; Seleucia, Ctesi-
phon, and the Bagdad of the Caliphs,
Mounds of ruins all but the last, yet Sir
WirLram WiLLcocks declares that when
the irrigation scheme is completed they
will all become again centres of life and
i try. The promises he makes for

are little more than history shows was
done in the past.

The area of the delta of the two rivers,
Sir WILLIAM states, is about 12,000,000
acres, of which 9,000,000 is desert and
2,800,000 acres fresh water swamp, The
first improvement proposed will double
the area of cultivated land and treble
the crops within three years. The project
for irrigation based on the use of the
Akkar Kuf Lake will bring 3,000,000 acres
under cultivation; the plan for using the
Tigris watérs will later add 0,000,000 acres
more.

Another magic awakening after the
sleep of centuries is suggested by the
projectad railroad which is to connect
Mesdpotamia with the Mediterranean.
ZeNOBIA'S Palmyra is to come to life
again; so will Damascus, Tyre and
Sidon. The estimates are not high as
railroads go, and since Sir WiLLIAM'S
plans were made public a meeting has
been had between British and German

be devised by which conflicting political
interests may be brought into har.
B8, 80 8 to hasten com

celebrated through thousands of years [

the fand read like a fairy tale, but they |

capitalists to see if some means cannot |
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eager for the improvements just now;
the chief difficulty lies in the jealousies
and suspicions of each other of the
European Powers.

Men may go up to.Jerusalem by rail
nowadays and ride in trolley cars in
Damascus. The day may not be distant
when the same modern conveyances
will carry tourists to the temaples of Tad-
mor in the desert, to the places where
NoAH built the ark and ABRARAM dwelt,
to the hanging gardens of the Baby-
lon of SEMIRAMIS, through the streeta
of the Arabian Nights, and even to the
spot where grew the fruit of that for-
bidden trea whose mortal taste brought
dmhinwtboworldo{ld-llwrwoe.

The Democratic minority in selecting

nois in place of HeNay T. RAINEY, rejected
by the Republicans, to serve in the Bal-
linger-Pinchot investigation, has shown a
oonservatism and foresight hardly to be
expected of its councils.

Mr. GrRAEAM is serving his first term in
the House, and we doubt if the country
sver heard of him. He is innoouous not
only for that reason but because he seems
to be a competent lawyer and is in no
sense a politician. For four years, begin-
ning in 1892, he was State's Attorney of
Sangamon county, and since retiring from
the office he has practised law as a mem-
berof a leading firm. Many years ago Mr,
GRrAHAM was for one term a member of the
lower house of the Illinois Legislature.

The record still remains with the
Apostles. After wide that
Professor JoEN DYNELEY PriNCE would
lecture in Lodi and seventeen languages
on the subject of music, this Paterson
Senator fell in performance far short
of his promise. He sang songs in Arabio,
German and Greek; he melodized in
English and Irish and Scotoh; his tuneful
lays poured out in Turkish, Spanish,
Italian and Slavic; even a chant in Pueblo
Indian failed to bring him up to the round
dozen. Eleven was the most he could
muster. .

This is the record of the polyglossary
when every man heard speech in his own
language: “Parthians, and Medes, and
Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopota-
mia and in Judea and Cappadocia, in
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia,
in Egypt and in the parts of Libya about
Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and
proselytes, Cretes and Arabians.”

Seventeen items in this list, and seven-
teen was announced as the aim of Pro-
fessor PRINCE. We wonder if he hoped to
match the miracle of the gift of tongues.

We have been patient with our old
friend the OCharlotte Observer. Know-
ing its many sound and engaging quali-
ties, we hate forgiven its besetting sins,
humored its poets, admitted cheerfully
that Georoe WasHINGTON, TROMAS JEP-
FERBON, ANDREW JACKSON, WiLLiaM J.
Bryan, EncGar A, Pos, BENJAMIN FRANK-
LIN, EpwiIN Fourest, THOMAS A. EDISON,
WiLLiaM SHAKESPEARE, Count JoWaN-

OLLIE JAMES were natives of Mecklenburg
county, North Carolina. We have sub-
scribed to the Mecklenburg Declaration.
We have done all and more than the
most long suffering friendship and comity
conld ask. But when the insatiable Tar
Heel asserts that it “made” Deacon Hemp-
HILL *a Deacon.” Truth in an apoplexy of
indignation must ery out.

In a sense NDeacon HEMPHILL was born
a deacon secular, but, as the terma of his
patent prove, we signed and sealed hith
to that dignity. No branch concern in
Charlotte or anywhere else can monkey
with the prerogatives of the head office.

We hate to say it, but the Observer was
an admirer of Dr. Cook and seems to have
become a follower of his system.
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. IS THERE A HELL?

The Question Evaded or Ignered by Almest
All Preachers,

To Tae Epiror or TRE Sux—Sir: Mr.
Gladstone sald he considered the gquestion
whether there was a hell the most important
which the human mind had to discuss; and
yet theologlans, scientists and sceptics dis-
cuss it as though it were purely academic
The Boston CAristian Register, which is the
representative Unitarian paper in this
country, recently sald that more infidels,
so called, are made by reaction from the
preaching of a personal devil, a literal hell
fire, eternal punishment and the like, than
by the teaching of any of even the most
liberal exponents of religion.

Joseph Cook, the Bosten preacher, said
that a bellef in eternal punishment wus the
nerve of Christian foreign missions, but a
writer in the Western Christian Adrocate,
which is a Methodist publication, declares
that he has been connected with the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church for nearly thirty-
five years and has hnr‘tll 2 gmc many o;r-

can recall only one preacher
:‘ﬁ:"iﬂ;:‘lj‘m in lurid docrigtlonl of Ifterat

fire.
This is altogether begging the question.
It is within my memory hut the Rev. Sam-
uel Martin, the popular preacher at Eaton
Square Chapel, was compelled to leave the
Church of Fngland because he did not preach
a hell A number of years ago the Rev.
Mr. Deuning, a brother of Lieutenant-Gen-
eral Denning, now commanding in Burma,
re‘i

was compel w leave the service of the

) Missionary Society in J.
Fnglish Chu s Drr"hl Ly apan

beca a 3 te's views on

mndmnhn? lvsxp ‘orm‘t.llt ﬁurTcIﬁe MF"’!. Dr.
rac 5

3';23‘-'.“ l‘ nd noodld Dean Farrar nndkhxl ps

Brooks. There is scarcely a clergyman of
any note who believes in a 1"" endin
punishment, and yet our P Ipits are silen
on this question, Why is this?

Why cannot ministers of NL‘.IOI‘I of every
sect and name tell ns what they believe as
to the tiny of the n soul? 1
have studied the subject for half a century
and I clearly see that the Old Testamens
Scriptures never taught an eternal hell of
Dunﬂhmont.. I bave satu very Care-
fully the words of the Gireat Teacher, and
l.m mrtfln Ln He nevo‘{ Cll: bt it, b‘t‘o‘

rative langna postie seems
- ﬂgum“ vhl!o"du h is the destiny of the
children of Adam eternal life and salvation
are the portion of the children of God.
do notlno why ﬂl. Imld,hty -h?'ul
ev raon alive for the a us!
h Ll::.; a thing !&Mch no mmln

to pun

father and no judge would ever
ink of doing. most reasonable

statement I ever heard on the subject was

t of & r loving German, who upon
rf'bol?.n.‘,uke':lﬁl ba!rod in everlasting
nishment re| : “I don't lmaw any-
Er?In about the duration of the punishment,
ut 1 am quite certain that there must be
Al T s we T e, Se8
n ‘ .
" A Doctor oF DiviNiTY,
New YoRk, January 22.

Beer in Germany.
From Daily Consular and Trade Reporis,

Consul-General Richard Guenther writes from
Frankfors sbas most of the braweries throughout
Germany report diminished sales for last year
and declare lower dividends. Statistics show
that the amount of beer consumed was only 2945
gallons per capita in 1908, against 31 gallons In
1907. Tt is expected that thj higher prices now
ruling for this beverage &8 a consequence of the
inoreased tax of the new German finasce bill
will produce a much greater deorease in 1910 in
the consum piion of beer.

In MoClure's Magazine for February Mr. X.
Paoll's reminiscences deal with King Alfonso of
Spain, while those of Mr. W, H. Rideing treat of
famous authors. The Brennan monorall system
Is described by Mr. P. Gibbon, and the farmes’s
side of Canada by Mr. L. 8. Brownell. A “well
known novelist” relates ¢

his personal

The Turks under their new Sultan are

Representative James M. Granam of Ili- |

NES, DaN1erLW ERsTER, DANIEL PRATT and | b

THE IRISH QUESTION.

To rae Epiror or TaE Bux—S8ir: Those

of your correspondents who have doune
me the honor to notice what I have said
in touching on the Irish question must
excuse me from going into that question
at present. If I did go into it I hope I
should be able to convince them that I
had studied it with care, under
guides and in a liberal spirit, with hearty
sympathy for the sufferings of the Irish
race.
Meantime let me recall a little incident.
I was with Guizot at Val Richer. Walking
in his garden and talking about polities,
we touched on the Irish question, then
looming in England under the form of
the disestablishment of the Protestant
State Church in Ireland. “The conduct
of England to Ireland for the last thirty
years,” exclaimed Guizot, *“has been
admirable.” I said that disestablishment
bhad yet to come. Guizot stepped for-
ward, turned to me, waved his arm and
said: “Yes, and it will come; but with
that exception, I repeat, the conduot of
England to Ireland for the last thirty
years has been admirable.” This, I think,
must have been about 1868, /

Guizot was a fair judge. In the affair
of the Spanish marriages among others
he showed that he had no special bias
toward England.

For the present my attention, like
that of every other Englishman who loves
his country better than a faction, must
be absorbed by the evil scenes, social
and political, of this vast faction fight.
Here, as the deficit begot the budget
which brought on the faction fight, we
see a legacy of the Boer war.

GOLDWIN SMITH.

REMOVING THE SNOW.

Present Methed Called Archale and Arth
fiotal Heat Recommended.

To rag Eprror or Tug SuN—=Sir: If the
snow should some time fall on New York
city evenly, without drifting as it falls, and
it it should continue to lie thereafter in a
mass of uniform thickness everywhere, the
problem of removing it would be compara-
tively simple. A single method of removing
the pest, for such it certainly is in a large
city, might be determined upon as the best,
and it might be applied with excellent re-
sults to the whole mass, which would then
disappear with the minimum of discomfort,
peril and expense

But what happens when it snows? The
frozen vapor falls in fleecy clounds, driven
hither and thither by the wind, descending
not like the rain upon the just and the un-
just allke, but heaped on one man’s door-
step while it Jeaves his neighbor's bare.
One street is blocked while the next, it may
be, remains open for trafe.

Then comes the Commissioner, Big Bill
or another, and attacks the problem with
a stereotyped method of solution, An
army of men with shovels piles the stuff into
heaps and then throws it into wagons, and
the wagons scurry off to dispose of their
loads at some distant dumping place. Last
winter I saw one line of these wagons carry-
ing snow up Eighth avenue and pass another
line of wagons carrying snow down Eighth
avenne. Certainly they conld not all have

on the way to the nearest dump.

Some of the snow being thus disposed of
the remainder is packed into ice or melts
into slush heneath the feet of mer and the
hoofs of horses, and the Commissioner keeps

on with his army.of shovellers, reenforved
y an army with pickaxes, The wagons
still travel the dumps.

A city that persista even now in dump-
ing garbage at sea when more progressive
communities burn it at lese expense and
even utilize it for a profit cannot be ex-
pected to improve for years to come on this
obvious but archaically stupid method of
disposing of snow. Therefore it will prob-
ably take long agitation and even son.e
“pull” to securs the adoguon of quicker,
cRu r apd better methods. Anmong these
are cmmp ng into sewers and melting with
steam.

One thing I would like to see tried is a
Bunsen burner in the hands of an intelli-

nt man. _If he would direct the flame at
the b of a heap of snow it seems as if
he could reduce the whole mass to running
water in a short time at less expense than
that of shovelling it up and carting it away.
Then if the ground was graded toward a
sewer, as all the street surfaces are au{s-
posed to be, the water would dispose of it-

eelf.

This would not require pipes and hose, as
would the use of steam. Jt would do away
with shovelling and carting wherever it
was found ible to use the burner. It
would not objectiopable to the sewer
ofMicials, since it would send nothing but
water into the sewers and, subject to d
proof by actual experiment, I believe it
would be, so far as it could be employed, a
cheaper, quicker and easier way than has
hitherto been tried ornto‘_uln rid of the

AVID

snoOwW. . Cumris,
Searorp, L. 1., January 22,

MOLLY WAS A CELT.

Further Evidence in the Case of the Revo-
lutionary Heroine,

70 1TAE Eprron OoF TRE Sux—Sir: Which of
these two historians aré we to believe. Professor
Faust, the author of “The German Element in the
United States,” or Lossing, the author of “The
Fleld Book of the American Revolution™® The
former says that “Captain Molly,” the heroine of
Fort Clinton and of Monmouth, was a German,
while the latter sa) s she was an Irishwoman.

Lossing says (page 361, volume 2 that Molly
Pitcher was “a native of the Emerald Isle,” and
bhe relates a conversation he had In 1852 with the
widow of General Hamilton, when the venerable
lady “described her as a stout, red halred, freckle
faced young Irishwoman with a handsome,
plerding eye.” At page 184 also Lossing in re-
ferring to his meeting with old Beverly Garrison,
who was at Fort Clinton in 1779, states “Mr. Garri-
sou remembered the famous Irishwoman called
Captain Molly, the wife of a cannoneer, who worked
a field plece st the battle of Monmouth on the
death of her husband.”

Mrs. Plicher's maiden name, we are told,
was Mary Hayes, which Is suggestive of her
nationality. [ belleve that Professor Faust must
bave become mixed between “Molly” Pltoher
of Revolutionary fame and another person known
as” Moll" Pitcher, who lived in Penasylvania about
the same Ume, M. J. O'Brrex.

NEw YORK, January 21.

Some Reminisceaces by Mr. Labeuchere.
From the Westminster Gazette,

Mr. Labouchere has been recalling to an in-
terviewer of the Florence Flerald some of the
siirring events In Florence in the year 1850. He
was a witness of the departure of the Grand Ducal
family from the Pittl Palace on the morning of the
revolution. “Was anysthing more heard about
them*” the Interviewer asked, and Mr. Labouchere
replied that some of the people brought back
news that “on the road 10 Bologna they all got
out and stopped an hour or two at an fnn, where
they all sat In a row, crylng.”

After this had gone on for some time It was dis-
covered that the whole party had forgotien thelr
pocket handkerchiefs. Fortunstely, the Grand
Duchess had on a white peiticoat with very ample
frills, 80 she went round ta each of the Grand
Ducal family In turn and wiped their eyes and
noses for them In the frills of her petticoat, and
then she did the same for the ladies and gentle-
men in walting.

Mr. Labouchere admitled that this story might
notbetrue. “From whatl know,” he sald, “about
royalties In general, and from what | remember
about the Grand Ducal family of Tuscany in
particular, it (s exceedingly probable that they
would start on an expediiion of that kind without
a pocket handkerchief between them.”

Victor Emmanuel, Mr. Labouchere went on to
say, was “a curious mixture of a very vough
soldler and a very cunning Itallan. At an oMclal
dinner he would sat nothing, and smoke Cavours,
for he had always dined at midday. When he
wen\ to Windsor be a good deal surprised Queen
Vietorla. 1 could tell you some very amusing
stories about Victor Emmanuel and Queen Vie-
toria,” he sald, "but I won't.”" Mp. Labouchere
in his old age Is clearly as astute as ever.

Where Were They?

To THE EDITOR OF TS SUN~Sir: Why, ob,
why, dldfl't sdme of the Anclents show up at the
magnificent ball given by the Second Company,
Governor's Foot Guards of Counectiout, at New

THE MEAT PROBLEM.
Abatteirs to Provide fer Looal Consumps
tion & Possible Selution.

To TaE Epitom or Tus Bun—S8ir: The
boycott of beef and other meats may or
may not lead to beneficial results so far
as concerns the consumers. Cold storage
has solved many problems and will prob-
ably solve this, The packers can afford to

good | wait. The meat eating millions cannot or

will not.

Many years ago in one of the richest
sugar planting regions of Louisiana the
growers met in solemn conclave and agreed
not to pay fleld hands more than a ocertain
price a month. Not long afterward some
of the big plantations were stocked with
the very flower of the negro workers and the
rest of the conferees gamed on their neg-
Jected flelds and tried to console themselves
with loyalty. Will the beefl eaters fare bet-
ter than those other planters? I think not.
They will see the choice cuts on their neigh-
bprs’ tables and find small consolation.

But there {s another conoceivable solution.
Why should not local abattoirs spring up
all over the country, especially throughout
the South, where cattle raising is easy and
grazing almost always abundant?

To-day there are practically mo neigh-
borhood abattoirs. The business has been
actually driven to Chicago and other centres.
There are fine cattle ranges all over the
country, notably in the Genesee Valley of
New York, but even better south of the
Potomac. Very little education is needed to
make Southerners the best cattle growers
in the country, and the establishment of
local abattoirs would speed the enterprise.
If Southern men in sufficient number can
be induced to enter the business on a lim-
ited scale the whole South, at least, will
soon be independent of the Western pack-
ing houses, and possibly the rest of the coun«
try will follow its example.

There must be men in great plenty who
will be content with reasonable profits, and
it is to these that the American people musé
look for their emancipation, and incident-
ally their dinners. The boycott is at best a
temporary expedient, and very likely it will
fail. CONSUMER.

WasaincToN, D. C,, January 22.

The Whelesaler Held Aeccountable
High Prices.

To rae Epitor or THE SUN-Sir: Again
it is announced that the price of meat is
going up. Can any one tell why? Is there
any good reason? Has there been a geod
reagon for its steady advance during the last
few years? Must we continue to pay, pay,
pay without protest, however high prices
soar? Shall we continue to heap ducats
upon those who already have more than
enongh? [f the cattle raiser is the bene-
ficiary, why is he going out of the business?
If the retailer is getting the extra money,
why does he not show signs of prosperity?
And why is it that the wholesaler is a man
of wealth whose fortune is steadily on the
increase? Why cite the price of corn and
the appreciation of gold to account for the
high prices, when we realize the great and
increasing wealth of the wholesaler? The
consumer will be squeezed as long as he
consents 0 be.

While the investigation by Congress is
going through the “circumlocution office” I
would suggest to your readers that they
register a vow to abstain from buying meat
after February 1 until the price is reduced
to reasonable figures. It may be that In
this way,and in this wayonly, the consumer
may protect himself, G. L. SRERWOOD

BRrROOKLYN, January 22,

A Sgmmons 1o a Meatiess Diet.

To THE EpiTor or THE SUN—Sir: Why
can't the people in New York city and the
immediate vichity aid in this “crusade” to
reduce meat prices as people in other parts
of the country are doing? We hear a great
deal about organized capital, organized
labor; why not organized consumers?

There i= one gleam of hope in the fact
that very soon we shall have a Corigreasional
report on the actual cost of producing and
distributing foodstuffs. [ am ready with
the next man to step in and organize or
assist in organizing a boycott similar to
the affair now in progress in the Weést, aven
if Idolive in East Orange. Sam PrELes.

EAST ORANGE, N.J., January 21.

for

The Consumers Arraigned for Living Tee
High. y

To TaE Eprror oF THE Sux—S8ir: Many
attribute the increased cost of living to the
nnprecedented production of gold, but this
does nst seem entirely satisfying.

Many more lay the blame upon the tariff,
The tarif™ does increase the cost of living,

{s- | the statements of Aldrich, Cannon, Payne

and others like them to the contrary not-
withstanding.

A most important factor seems fo beo
that the country in the production of food
does not keep pace with the educated tastes’
and demands of the people. There-is an
ever increasing demand for and consump-
tion of the best brands and qualities of food.
People insist upon the freshest egys, the
purest milk, the best butter, the hest cuts
of meat and fresh vegetahles in winter.
The son of the man who was content with
salt pork eats beefsteak.

This is true of other things than food.
The man who was chugging around a few
years ago with a single cylinder car now has
acarwith four, and his neighhor has changed
his row boat for a motor boat.

We seem to be v itnessing the truth of the
statement made some years ago by John
Stuart Vill that “the economic luxury of to-
day is the economic necessity of to-morrow. "

New Yonrk, January 22, L. R,

Down Where the Buckwheat Grows,

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: 1 have read
afar off down here in Tennessee the pathetie
yearnings of divers of yvour correspondents for
plain old fashioned buckwheat flour, and my heart
is touched with melgncholy. 1 too, hungry ones,
bave dwelt In New York, and | remember the
pathos of my lot lu having to put up with “pre-
pared flour” and creosoted bacon. Alack! Yes,
literally a lack of the wholesome good things of
which time has bequeathed us only a dreary
hankering, a fathomless, unfilled vold!

1tis not only New York but presty much every-
where that suffers from the same conditions.
Things haven't the rare old smack they used to
have. But what I started out to tell your readers
s that about eighteen months ago while
in Rutherford county of this State I stumbled on
an old farmer who Is also 4 miller. He was not
still voting for Andy Jacksom, but he was still
doing something of far greater moment to the
world: he was was stlll grinding real buckwheat
flour and still taking about six weeks 0 smoke
his bacon and hams. I saw him and loved him!
Since then he supplics me and my friends,

For his sake as well as that of “Overanzious”
and others of your readers, I shall be delightod
w place him In communication with any who wiil
address me. Hedeserves encouragement.

F. P. Ernuiorr,

Carrror Hiuw, Nashville, Tenn., January 19,

A Nutrwg Cry.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: 1f (he flap-
Jacks of Afty years gone by cannot be found to-
day, shall we submit and go West® No; better
defy the miller and the merchant. Sow the seed,
reap the harvest and mill it, Ue it in a bag. It is
should get astray and fall into the hands of the
modern cook, beware! Solomon would 8ot know
bimsel! after undergolug such a metamorphosis.
Give us the real thing. N.

SouTH LYME, Conn., January 21.

The Call of Cohoes.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE SUN-—Sir: Please thank
“Constant Reader” In far Cohoes kindly for thé in-
vitation to us New York “rubes” to come up and go
through the wonders of his homeé town, but re-
mind him that we are t0o busy looking after “rub-
bernecks” from ihe outaide to leave here.

Weodon't talk about our big bulldings more than
s needful to let room In them to “those wha would
leave the farm”; they do the talking after they've
moved lo. .

Subways? Well, we do talk about them, but
we've shown by samples that we can bulld suh-
ways. and we will—some day —with the help of our
new Mayor,

Blizzardsdon’tatiract us. Cohoes can keep hery
and be—blowed. MANRATTAN & OO,

New YORK. January 22,
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They Sheuld Be Put On Earller in the

TOo TRE Edfror oF THEER Sux—Sir: THe best
recent improvement In the subway had Béen the
installation of the side door trains durihg the rush
hougs, both in the morning and evening: but the
subway management could do & littls more im-
proving if it would start the side door trains ir
operation earller, say at 5 o"clock.

At present the side door traln service begine
at 5:30; that is, coming uptown, that ‘would be
abeut the time the frst side door express train

tion earlier In the evening, and

trial would do no harm.
NEW YORK, January 22,

lﬂm get

Cats™ writes:

Wit

Sk

EEeSREE SEE
This is all scien

e S S

REFUEE

BN arsmine] (el Qo 3 ol

R R g

to the app [ - "e:ﬁ
res,
-+ what r uom:h all {lmu
we receive visitors {8 comen
Ses in the centre -
o0ty and of rub b v
PonT, Te Gt saR o St et P
. 1
can't take liberties with . B rted
that a cat mes & to and
not to the people in it have m from
h to four times oona-
sion inketts has exam t roiture
d when he found that it was s same
e seemed to say “This is home, stayed

the evening holon‘ 1

slum
ano'n’..
brought
nsy |

SIDE DOOR CARS.
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