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Mu lnd the Eighth Decade.

day was the birthday of the
Jonrn HODGES CHOATE, a son of

h s and a citizen of New York
m thsn half a century. By the
and the least significant
d of measurement his age appears

!4 seventy-eight. According to the
ds of vital endurance, bodily and
power, unblunted interest in
world around him and undimin-
faculties for public usefulness Mr,
H. CHOATE is anywhere in the

Qon

iy

3¢ is a fact perhaps worth mentioning

the presept time the Sengte of

led States contains not less than

teen members who were born, like

. CHOATE, in the prolific *308 of the

¢ Géntury. This is almost exactly

wanth of the entire Senate, a no-

Je proportion. Three of the Senators

flonging to this class are the seniors

' the distinguished jurisconsult who

at the head of the American bar.

of them, indeed, are his seniors

‘ years in each case. And Mr.

TE, we must observe further, is

two years older by the family Bible

han the Hon. CHAUNCEY M. DEPEW,

o, if we do not mistake the usual

: of continued political ex-

icy, is now bgginning an active

i to promote his own election

n for the six years from
Mouanch 1911.

we to venture to congratulate

. CROATE upon his status in life ac-

ng to that truer ¢hronology which

not depend wholly or even chiefly

thmetical computation, where

e find a more felicitous formula

"the remarks which he himself

d at Lincoln's Inn to Lord

4

is the very incarnation,” said Mr.
, “of perennial youth. Time,
 an ever rolling stream, bears all its
away, but the Lord Chancellor
to stem the tide of time. In-
of retreating like the rest of us
jefore its advancing waves, he is actu-
lly working his way up stream. He
pnetrates what I have been trying
for the last three years, that the
th decade of life is far the best, and
. am sure he will join with me in advis-
pg you all to hurry up and get into it
n as you can.”

4

ot

~

' é!'lo Immunity of the Innocent.

lthju.t twelve days since the Ameri-
Refining Company published
bold asseveration of belief in the

» of the higher up:
. '&mpl whatever has been made to shield
¥ one, and your board has no reason to believe,
@does not belleve, that any executive officer
@irettor of this company had any knowledge
or perticipation in this fraudulent under-

nNocCen

port contgiping this paragraph
8 signed by C. R. HEIKE, an'executive
‘®fficer of the company.
[ Since then Mr. CHARLES R. HEIRE has
) indicted for conspiracy to defraud
#hs Government in the matter of this
dulent underweighing of sugar and
has been brought to the bar of
stice to plead.
special plea of Mr. HEIEE, re-
- d this morning, is to claim immu-
'nm prosecution because he has
o ‘#vidence to the Grand Jury in the
: ter of the sugar frauds. This plea
unquestionably within the constitu-
: rights of the innecent,

4 The Futile Meat Boycott.

"L If there is a combination of packers
hat regulates meat prices and if it is
that the demand for meat exceeds

» supply, an assertion often made in
interests of the packers and middle-

m, it is plain that the consumers’ boy-

ite reported will not alagm or perplex

N a combination. It could send its

quantity of them. Thus the meat
ipply of Cleveland, where the boycott

ed and is robust, has been adjusted |

the diminished demand and prices
pain about the same. We quote from
ﬂeveland despatch:

E* Although a canvass of all the retall butcher !

ps In the First ward, a representative middle Ip"

section of the elty, shows a falling off In

.
! country would bring to terms for the

S, 1

50 Pd“ng meat.
0o | Labor Council of 8t. Louis rejected on
ODISundav a resolution calling for a boy-

|
|

pducts where it pleased and restrict ' Mr.

1e being any combination that ex-
isted, but the boycott will not become
general, because consumers cannot
be organized to maintain a Spartan
front to the packers.

| to enforce a boycott among consumers,
| are not all agreed as to the wisdom or

lmmamty of the pledge to abstain from
The Central Trades and

cott on the ground that it would entail
unnecessary suffering. In the long run
it would play into the hands of consoli-
dated dealers, who could regulate sup-
ply and prices. Some other remedy must
be found to check monopoly than vows
not to consume its products, vows that
will be taken only by a small minority
of the people, who will be the sufferers
by this heroic measure.

The Right Place for the Right Man.
The choice of Mr. GiFFORD PINCHOT

Mo be president and active manager of

the National Conservation Association
will be universally approved. His
knowledge, his zeal and the undoubted
honesty of his purposes and methods
make him the proper person to direct
the popular movement for conservation.
The assistance which he will be able to
give to Congress and to the Executive
will be not the less because unofficial in
the governmental sense.

President PINCHOT will have a strong
following and a great opportunity, and
THE SvN sincerely hopes that he will be
able to do much good.

The State Bar Association and the
Thaw Case.

The New York State Bar Association
was incorporated by the Legislature in
1877 “to cultivate the science of jur-
isprudence, to promote reform in the
law, to facilitate the administration
of justice, to elevate the standard of
integrity, honor and courtesy in the
legal profession and to cherish the
spirit of brotherhood among the mems
bers thereof.”

Thus far its management has been for
the most part wise and conservative and
well adapted to the attainment of its
professed ends. It has obtained recog-
nition of such a character that it might
fairly be termed a semi-official or quasi-
official organization. It is allowed by
the State to occupy rooms in the Capitol
at Albany. Among its presidents have
been ‘many leaders of the bar; we may
mention JoEN K. PORTER, SAMUEL
Haxp, Davip B. Hmn, Witurax B,
HORNBLOWER, JOEN G. MILBURN, RICH-
ARD L. HAND, JosEPHE H. CHOATE, FRAN-
¢18 LYNDE STETSON, and the president-
elect, Senator ELINU Roor.

We sincerely regret to find reason for
criticism of so useful an institution, It
is difficult to understand how any in-
telvigent body of representative lawyers
could be brought to sanction such a
production as the report of the special
committee on the commitment and dis-
charge of the insane, which was laid
before the New York State Bar Associa-
tion at Rochester last week. Thig docu-
ment is devoted chiefly to an intem-
perate denunciation of the proceedings
in the case of HaBrY K. THAW, who is
not named, but is characterized as “a
vothril Jebauchee of great wealth.”

lfthhp‘prvmnotﬁw«nnpmiuon
of lawyers its authors might well be
excused for declaring that the acquittal
of THAW was a miscarriage of justice,
and that on principles of concrete right
he ought to be kept in prison as long as
possible, not because he is insane but
because he is a criminal. This position,
however, will hardly do for lawyers,
They know that the jury is the tribunal
to which the law commits the determina-
tion of the question of guilt or innocence
in a criminal case, and that if a criminal
trial has been fairly conducted there is
no propriety in condemning the result
from a legal point of view, For the
verdict under such circumstances the
jury and the jury alone is responsible.
Yet merely because the members of the
State Bar Association committee are
dissatisfied with the verdict in the Thaw
case they want to abolish insanity as a
defence in criminal prosecutions and
change the law of habeas corpus as it
has existed for centuries,

Under the presidency of ELtgu Roor
they will be apt to discover that the
Constitution forps an insuperable bar-
rier in the way of their more radical
projects, and we believe there is too
much intelligence in the Legislature to
entertain those proposed changes for a
moment. It is a noteworthy fact that

the committee was so afraid of dis-

approval by the press that it prefaced
the report with a request to treat it as a
personal communication until after the
Rochester meeting lest its contents
should be discussed by the newspapers
in the first instance,

The special committee tells the asso-
ciation that the first trial of THAW, by
reason of the manner in which it was
conducted, degenerated into “a dis-
graceful farce,” while the second trial
was conducted properly and with dig-
nity. The second trial took place before
Justice VicTorR J. DOWLING; the
“disgraceful farce” waa enacted hefore
Mr. Justice JAMES FITZGERALD, Judge
FrrzZGERALD is an honorary member of
the State Bar Association, whose special
committee under the chairmanship of
Mr. JOHN BROOKS LEAVITT thus holds a
| reputable Supreme Court Judge up to
blie ridicule and contempt. This is
a queer way to cherish the spirit of

of from one-half to three-fourths in that | | brotherhood which the charter of the

oallty, the exceedingly small receipts of lve |

| association talks about. [t seems more

pek here have operated, aceording to the buten - | like cherishing the spirit of cats and

to keep prices up
p but 15 cents on the hoof and on lamb 10
ts.

& The retailer apparently is the only |

The decline on heef has | dogs.

The committee wants to restrict the

'right of alleged insane persons to sue |

out writs of habeas corpus because Mr,

erer; he wouid be ruined if the sup- | | LEAVITT and his associates are afraid
¥y of meat to Cleveland continued to | vhm THAw will eventually find a Su-
small as a result of the boveott, and | preme Court Justice whose head is not

combination, assuming that there able to control his heart.
m would divert the meat which | last be found,

“He will at
"they say, “and then upon

nd did not want to other Ilrgn'l petition to him presented by counsel
where the demand for it was| persona grata and backed up by the tes-

Logically,
eaters.

5 prices if under timony of medical experts whose favor-
would remain the same for|able opinions can be bought for cash mboroﬂhb

the path to freedom will be cleared of

Moreover, the |
labor unions, which alone could expect |
| WHITE.
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'mav observe that no such soft héarted

| Judge has been found thus far. Fur-
thermore the action of those who have
refused to release THAW tends strongly
to confirm the correctness of the ver-
diot of the jury to the effect that he
was insane when he shot STANFORD

The reference to the supposed influ-
ence of “counsel persona grata” in the
passage we have quoted from the re-
port is a slur upon the judiciary of the
State which we are sorry to see in the
official proceedings of an organization
which has enjoyed so high a standing as
the New York State Bar Association. A
committee of this character ought to
weigh its words more carefully.

Discipline at West Point.

Secretary DICKINSON is a very able
and accomplished gentleman. He has
won laurels in the law and has made a
mark in cognate occupations and em-
ployments; but is he not making haste
too swiftly when he undertakes to pro-
mote or at least to patronize a move-
ment intended to relax the discipline
established at West Point in respect of
hazing?

Whatever Mr, DICKINSON may have
heard in the premises, the existing laws
on that subject are the result of long
experience and dispassionate study by
men both observant and responsible.
He is hardly warm in his seat as Secre-
tary of War, and yet we are told that he
is in sympathy with an effort to intro-
duce elasticity into existing legislation,
either by modifying the laws or by
liberalizing the functions of those who
administer them. The active, working
officers of the army are almost to a man
advocates of the present regulations and
their strict enforcement, for.they know
what hazing really means and are in a
position to appraise its evil influences.
That the politicians are of another way
of thinking is intelligible enough, but
just why a man of Secretary DICcKIN-
SON'8s parts should incline to their view
is a conundrum we shall not undertake
to solve.

Politice and political influences are
already powerful enough in army and
navy affaire. Members of Congress
appoint young men to the academies on
the strength of their standing before
local examining boards, and that should
satisfy them. They offer to everybody
an opportunity on perfectly equal terms,
After that they should leave details to
the military authorities, who have had
military training and know what is best
for the youths destined to command. |
To follow the average boy through col-
lege, protect him in his indiscretions and
releass him from the consequeénces of
his more serious offences is beyond the
power of the ordinary Senator or Repre-
sentative.

The restoration of hazing as it is

ynow projected, under a more alluring

name perhaps, can lead to only one of
two results: either the voungsters will
become victims again of the browbeat-
ing and barbaric processes of the big
boys or the example given by one
BeavmonT B. Buck of Texas many
yvears ago will be followed by other
robust cadets. Buce declared openly
that he would not be humiliated, and
when the hazers broke into his room
prepared to “put him through” he ehot
the leader of the party, shot him through
and through. He was néver hazed
again, and has served ever since as an
officer of high character and enviable | last
achievement,

Secretary DICKINSON &hould leave
military discipline to military men

“The Green Duck.”

The pleasure of the millions of man-
kind in the spectacle of genius in un-
dress and of greatness at ease is too well
established to require any apology on
our part for presenting, through auto-
biographical medium, an intimate view
of the Hon. THOMAS MorT OSBORNE,
who as a Public Service Commissioner
in fact and a Democrat in theory enjoys
Statewide fame. The autobiography
whence we derive our information bears
the inspiring title of “The Tale of the
Green Duck.” This bird is not, as might
be thought by the careless, the subject
of the autobiography, but the eraft
which is bearing the eminent public
gervant down the Susquehanna in a re-

gion hitherto known for the exploits of | Coxa

the “Deer Slayer.”

Most interesting to us is the evidence
in this literary effort of how admirably
adapted to all phases of life is the scien-
tific mind, which makes Public Service
Commissioners great. Thus at the out-
set the distinguished author and his
fortunate companion, who is described
as “Tramp,” we assume to give a rail-
road touch, are disclosed as hungry and
hunting for breakfast in a grocery:

“A couple of ine specimens of the Cucumfy
Melo soon rewarded our search. the Prunus Or-
dinarius and the Persicum Americanum were not
unwelocome additions; while it will be generally
admitted that no larder would be complete with
out those homely and useful standbys the Bis-
culta Angleterra and the Caseus Bovengis.”

Who but a Public Service Commis-
sioner inspired by that gening which
drives railroad magnates to madness in
its demand for statistics could thus off-
hand, in the happy hour of leisure, in-
stantly fix upon a classification of the
prune, the cheese, the cracker, which
would endure the acid test of time? The
“Tramp,” a common sort. of person, we
judge, objected to the happy turn of
language we have quoted, He is thus
properly rebuked:

“ 1 also point out to him that every respectable
traveller in relating his adventures drops ocea
slonally Into the language of the country in
order Lo impress his readers, * * * ‘My young
friend.” 1 remark n conclusion, ‘If you shoula
say that In going across a fleld your fool struck
agalnst & Symplocarpus Fetidus people would
sit up and take notice; but theéy would simply
langh at you if vou sald 1t was skunk cahbage *

A little thing, a simple incident inef-
fably trivial, yet it is so wonderfully
symbolical of the character of the great
man who thus speaks. More than
that, to us, we protest, it is the ultimate
revelation in anthentic
source of the m-nt
Service Commissioners,

over & plant |

mmvm qloh-uola-. um&bm the damp

,cl}tho

rise triumphantly oxchlmlnc “Sym-~
plocarpus Featidve”? For ourselves,
we confess it would have been skunk
cabbage or nothing.

It is these little things that teach us the
value of great men and institutions.
Henceforth we shall understand both
Public Service Commissions better,
knowing that genius which can impart
dignity and something of majesty to
the humble meadow plant can soar
and sweep when traffic and transit
problems claim its august mind.

A Vision of Government.

Statesmen in Washington who are
smitten with the idea that the country
cannot be saved from decay unless Mr.
ROOSEVELT is elected Speaker of the
House of Representatives seem to have
forgotten that the Speaker doesn't
speak, or speaks only to recognize mem-
bers and put and pass upon motions.
1t is true that he can take the floor, and
occasionally does, to make a personal
statement, but his real business is to
regulate the speaking and not tQ speak
himself. Even his gavel is silent most
of the time, a mere symbol of office, how-
ever large and flexible his biceps is.
To discharge his functions well he must
be not only letter perfect in pariiamen-
tary law but a model of reticence,
patience and self-control. Have the
promoters of the Speakership boom
considered how Mr. RooseveLT would
like to adjust himself to the conditions
the office imposes? But there is another
view of the case: that of Representative
JaMES KENNEDY of Ohio, who has been
long enough in Congress to know what
he wanta. Says he:

" Bring ROOSRVELT back from Africa, elect him
1o Congress and make him Speaker. That's the
programme for me. With TArry, the biggest and
strongest constructive slatesman. in the White
House 10 direct legislation. and with Roosevevr,
the miracle of energy, at the other end of Penn-
sylvania avenue, we would have the greatest and
best Government the country has known.”

Apparently Mr. TArr and Mr. Roosg-
VELT would have the game between
them under this scheme of government.
Mr. ROOSEVELT would legislate, and
Mr. TAFT would sign the bills and send
his messages to Mr. ROOSEVELY. There
would be no more vetoes. Congress
would sit at the Speaker's pleasure and
rige to gallop across country to Virginia
or scale the precipitous sides of Rock
Creek when the weather was most un-
propitious. Mr. ROoSEVELT would be
the majority, and the minority wouldn't
matter. The Senate would automati-
cally cooperate with him, and it would
| not be necessary to appoint conferees
to reconcile differsnces between the
House andSenate. Thespeeches would
be made by the Speaker. and he would
appropriate. The gavel would be used
only to enforce silence.

Mr. KENNEDY'S proposal is not sus-
ceptible of any other realization. He
desires a joint Government adminis-
tered by Mr. ROOSEVELT as Speaker and
by the President of the United States.
It would be “the greatest and best Gov-
ernment” not 80 much because Mr, TAFT
is constructive as bBecause Mr. ROOSE-
VELT is mighty destructive. Mr. Tary
having to deal with a “miracle of
energy” would necessarily be in a sub-
ordinate and responsive capacity, and
the greatest and best Government would
of course pu-uka of the supernatural,

VAN #gh! - "“ ‘HI gh School
- After leverel)
im th h

gy n'::'.du?u".'-‘g""nn SE :i.
spatch ymll c‘%m FEeY -

Just like a woman, the thoughtleas will
say, but compared with the achisvement
of overcoming a bold robber what was
the loss of a purse?

held up Miss LUI.I'J

Stabbed fifteen times: also shot, will not talk
~—Headiine,
Evidently not an iuumnt

It is reported from Los Angeles that the
dirigible balloon lent by the War Depart-
ment during the “aviation meet” in that
city made no ascents, because it would not
hold gas. It is said that “an investigation
has been ordered.” Our recollection is
that Congress refused to make an ade-
quate appropriation to provide the army
with airships and it has had to get along
with such econtributions as could be
squeezed out of general appropriations

1 do not wish to sa

what the charges
neither do | wish to shir! ® By
ER.

them. The Hon. BENN

A master of paradox s the Hon. Bexn.
. e ——

Home Rule.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SuN-—Nir: Why
should the [rish hope of home rule depend
upon Liberal successa? The Tory strength
in the new louse of Commons I8 likely to
be @qual to that of the Liberals and Radi-
cals combined.

A bargnin between Balfour and the Na-
tionalists for a mederate [rish bill would
be perhaps the best move for Ireland ai
present, for the Tories can control the
House of Lords and thus carry out their
bargain speodily and effectively: besides
which the Torles would not expect the
Irish members In return to help them in
their various doubtful experiments.

ALFRED B. CRUIKSHANK.

‘Nrw Yomk, January 24.

Happy Lands,

To T8E ED1TOR OF THE SUN--Sir: Which
is to be more envied, Africa with T, R,
or South America with W. J. R.?

For the relief, even though temporary,
the United States should be profoundly
gratetul. E.T W.

NEw Yok, January 24,

An Anti-Suffragist.

To THE EDITOR OF PHE SUN - Sir: Every now
and then some opponent of aqual rights annoyed
by one of my communications 1o the press re-
lleves his feelings by sending me an anonymous
letter.

One of these gentlemen cut out my last letter
to Tur Sun and enclosed it o me In an epistie
in which he Informed me that | did not “care a
wrap” (sie) If woman suffrage disrupted the home;
that “all over the world women's labor is cheaper
as men's,” and that laws such as prevall in New
York and Massachusetis making fathers and
mothers equal guardians of their children “are
an insult to the father.”

He also sald that we bave “100 many voters.”
1 am not an advocate of restricted suffrage, but
if any of our present voters were to be eliminated
it might he well 4o debar from the ballot some

either to
into the

4 Its construction.

25, 1910.

FRUITS OF THE LAST SESSION | makes
OF PARLIAMENT.

Public interest has besn so much concen-
trated on the great budget fight with its
weighty constitutional sequel® that hardly
any attention has been paid to the other
activities of the session of the British Par-
liament which recently came to an end.
This is true not only in America but even
in England; yet the session was fruitful
in momentous legislation, and the general
wisdom of the laws enacted does not seem
to be questionpd, despite the bitter feelings
stirred up by the general elections, Even
so partisan a eritic as the London Times
treats the nhief measures, severally and
collectively, as beneficial to the empire.

Of course all the annual bills making
appropriation for the maintenance of tis
army and navy and for carrying on the
Government were passed, and In connec-
tion with them several reforms were
effected. The annual army act contains
provisions which though not effective until
ratified by the colonial legislatures, some
of which have acted favorably, pave the
way for a large scheme of imperial organi-
ration. In. the United Kingdom it trans-
fers to the Army Council, which consists of
the Secretary for War, Chief of General Staff,
Adjutant-Genera!, Quartermaster-General,
Master General of Ordnance, Under SBecre-
tary of War and Financial Secretary, the
greater portion of the former powers of the
Becretary for War and all those of the Com-
mander in Chief and the Adjutant-General.
it is the first step toward the reorganization
of the British land forces.

Three significant navy acts were passed.
One provides for turning over imperial na-
val property in any colony to the Governor
thereof. It is in furtherance of the conclu-~
sions of the Imperial Defence Conference
held last summer in London. Another
measure musters colonial naval defence
volunteers into the Royal Naval Volunteer
Reserve. The third substitutes “detention”
in ships or bulldings to be called Naval De-
tention Quarters for imprisonment as a
penalty for offences not involving dismissal
from the service. The object is to remove
the stigma of imprisonment from minor
offenders against dis™pline.

One of the most important acts of the
session was the Irish lapd act, which after
much modification by the Lords seems to
suit both of the glish parties. It is a
complex measyre udder which a large ad-
ditional sum Is provided on imperial oredit
to ald land purchase by the Irish tenant
farmers, in axtension of the operations un-
der the act of 1908, The act reconstitutes
the C‘ongested Districts Board, Increasing
its. powers. The Estates Commissioners
also get additional power to compel the
sale of land. Finally, a committee is es-
tablished to start promotion of the valua-
ble Irish fishery interests. Iucidentally it
may be remarked that added protection is
given to these by . the trawling in pro-
hibited areas prevention act, which makes
it impossible for foréign poachers to sell
their catch in the British Islands. An Irish
act was also passed to encourage Irish
textile industry by the protection of its
peculiar marks

Not second in importance to the Irish
legislation was the passage of the Indian
ecouncils act, by which it is hoped discontent
in Hindustan may be alleviated through
giving the natives a greater share in the
govérnment of their country. The Federa-
tion of South Africa act was truly an epoch
making statute. So far it seems to he pro-
ducing all the good effects that were ex-

pected from it

There is nothing so characteristic of !hol
late Parllament as its enactments in the
lina of “social reform.” Two notable acts
apply direetly te the interests of labor. |
One of these is the act establishing labor |
¢xchanges, and the Board of Trade has al-
rea:ly made considerable headviay in realiz-
ing ite provisions. The board i¢# empowered |
! to maintain these exchanges or to cooperate |
| with loeal authoritiés or voluntary bodies
by collécting and furnishing information
as to the requirements of employers. The
board 8 to establish a system for lending
monay to workers for travelling expenses
ineurred in taking up johs found for them
by the exchanges

The second Iabar measure i= the trade
hosrds act. [t is based on Australian labor
legislation, and #o far applies only to tallor-
ing, lace making and the manufacturs of
hoxos and chains. It may be extended by
“provisional order” to other trades. Em-
ployvers and workpeople are to be repre-
sented aqually on the hoards, snd the Board
of Trade may add half as many members
to the quota. It appointa in addition the
chairman and secretary, who are paid by
the Treasury. Where women are concerned
each hoard must have at least one woman.
Ordirary members are to have their ex-
penses, including loss of time, dafrayed hy
the Government.

The functions of the trade hoards are thus
defined: They are to consider any matber
regarding imdustrial conditions in their
trade upon reference from a Government
department and report thereon. They are
to fix minimum rates of wages for time
and plece work in their several trades, It
is contemplated that this duty may ba im-
possible; therefore the Board of Trade is |
authorized to relieve them of it upon a re- |
port to that effect.  When they deterniine a
wage rate it is to be enforced gradually.

Employers may be fined $100 for each
offence in paying below the rate fixed by
the board and 825 a day for each day on
which the offence is continued after con-
viction. The court may order the deficiency
of pay made good to the worker. The
Board of Trade may grant permits for
lower pay in the case of workers incapable
of doing a standard day’s work. The bur-
den of proof in all cases is placed on the
employer, and the Board of Trade may
take the initiative in proceedings in the
workers' interests. To carry out the pro-
visions of the act inspectors are to be ap-
yointed and 875000 is appropriated for
expenses.

One of two international measures is also
in the interests of labor. 1t confirms a con-
vention with France by which British work-
men have the same rights in France as
Frenchmen, and vice versa, One other in-
terpational measure was nade law, It aims
to promote the international circulation of
motor vehicles owned by travellers.

Next after the lahor acts, the principal
social reform measure is Mr., Purns's
housing and town planning act,
regulates the construction of hetter dwell-
ings for the poor and aims to wipe out over-
crowded and unhealthy quarters in citles
by compulsory process. The develop-
ment and road improvement funds act
is also important, but by some oversight
it fails to provide money to carry out its
own purposes. Its title hardly gives a
Jjust idea of its scope, since It enables the
Treasury to make grants for the purpose
of alding and developing agrioulture and
rural industriee, forestry, the reclamation
and drainage of land, the Improvement
of rural transport, the improvement and
development of harbors, canals and fish-
wries and In any way to improve the eco-
nomic development of the United Kingdom.
Agriculture and rural industries are defined
to include agrionlture, horticulture, dairy-
ing: breading of horres, cattle, poultry or
other live stoeck: eultivation of hees, flax
and tobaceo: cottage industries, and all
activities connected with or subservient
to these.

Five commissioners and a road board are
to be appointed to enforce the act and they
are to have the power to advance money
to local authorities to improve existing
roads or open new roads, or they may them-
selves construct or maintain highways.
They are to exercise compulsory power of
condemnation over 220 feet of land on either
side of the centre line of a proposed new
road in order that the public may acquire
all the increment in value accruing through

In other bills that became law genuine
is likewise effected. One of these

the outrageous practice of taking
policles on ships and their
d ¢ on the lives of persona
; f 10 had no interest whatever
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luuublo interest.

A somewhat similar practice of taking
out small funeral policies on the lives of
strangers is forbidden In & com ve
act, which consolidates and amends the acts
of 1870, 1873 and 1907, regula industrial
life assurance and employers’ ty In-
surance. It also regulates the practice of
issuing bonds or endowment certificates in
return for instalments paid at short inter-
vals, the party of issue contracting to pay
a sum at & future date. It places domestic
and foreign industrisl insurance compa-
nies on the same plane, but requires all
to furnish bonds of $100,000 and provides for
rigid inspection.

Beeldes these measures several of minor
importance were passed, regulating the
potrevs of local educational authord pro-
viding for greater safety at cinemafograph,
exhibitions And regulating electric light
companies, with the creation of a commis-
slon Lo see that public bulldings, parks or
gardens shall not be injured by the smoke
nulsance, the use of smoke consumefs be-
ing mdde obligatory.

These statutes constitute a prétty good
record even for an abnormally long session.
The entire number of laws placed on the
statute book was forty-nine. The total
pumber passed during the Liberal Minis-
try's tenure of offce was 242.

Why Do Net the States Punish “‘Menopo-
Ues* Which They Created ?

To Tan Eprror or Tus Sun—8ir: Why
did not the recent conference in Washing-
ton of Governors of States take up and
oonddornm:d‘chumbymt
Taft in respect to the monopolistio con-
duct of Btate cerporations doing an in-
terstate business? Mwhydo.naﬁo
legislative, judicial or executive power
of each State chartering the ocorpora-
tions thus charged with ;nmmum
corporations to punishment and possibly
take away their franchisea?

It is not to be rashly assumed that
cither the voters or the officials in the
States approve restraint of interstate
trade, stifling of competition and conse-
quent monopoly.

Each gorporation doing the. alleged
forbidden things has heen chartered by
a State, The State ssay be a chubllmn
State. Only the chartering State can
visit the ocorporation, inquire into its
conduot, punish it and revoke it§ charter. | 4
The Federal Government cannot do it,
even although it can discipline the cor-
poration for offences against the Federal
Constitution committed in interstate
commerce; but the chartering State is,
unless the State Constitution forbids,
supreme over its creatures. Illinois can
torgooduunoucolhbndolmb‘of
trust. And so can Utah annihilate the
Union Pacific, Kentucky put an end to the
Southern Pacific, and New Jersey give
the coup de grdce to a multitude of so-
oalled “trusts.” mmmwhuun
“trust” donmmoxpdmmilty
one from its jurisdietion.

If the things denounced by the Chicago

|l and Denver platforms and generally by

office holders and office seekers in regard
1o restraints of trade by “trusts” are so
hatéful to the voters jn the chartering | lea
| States, why does not sach Stateé in which
moaopoly exists “bust” it straightway?
Congress cannot lawfully visit and
destroy State corporations, évén if they
restrain interstate trade, but the creating
State can put an end to the life of its

{crumm and to the rights, privileges

and immunities derived therefrom. If|e®
| Republican voters in Republican States
creating the cornorations denounced at
Washington by their President, their
(Congress and their party really wish
monopoly stopped, they can insist that
the Legislature, courts and ting
officers do a little “trust btwan.."

The contracts, agreements, conspira-
cies and contrivances in violation of the
common law and State statutes in Re-
publican States to increase prices are a
gserious and cruel menace to the public
welfare,

I hope | am not to be driven to think
that the current written and spokén speech
in Washington condemning restraint of
trade and monopolies is all uttered solely
for use in nominating conventions.

A MAN IN THE STREET.
NEwW Ynll .hmury 24.

'eolt" of the Swiss,
From the Alpine Path.

The prevalence In Switzerland of goitre, that
distressing disease which Is caused by drinking
snow water, Is graphically shown by the striking
fgures recently lssued by the Federal Military
Department, setting forth the number of men who
are lost to the country. from the military service
point of view, owing to this afMiction alene.

It has been statistically proved that an average
number of from 2,200 to 2,500 men are each year
rejected for service ia the army owing to the
presence of golire in sope degree: and the com-
pllers of the report demonstrate how quickly, at
this rate of rejection, the services of an entire
division and even of an army corps are lost.

The cantons of Valals and thé Grisoms, being
the most mountainous parts of Switzeriand, are
the districts of the country in which the com-
plaint Is most common: but people in other parts
are also affected to a distressing extent.

So strious has the scourge become during re-
cent years, with a tendency 10 Increase rather
than to decrease. that a commission is 1o bé ap-
pointed by the Federal rmmeat 10 study and
report upon the disease id order that préventive
measures may be adopted and that a perious
campaign against lu mlu!v my bo initlated.
Crauelty to Animals in the Central Park Zoe.

To THR EDITOR OF THE SUN-Sir; When s
cruelty to animals not ecruelty® lIs cruelly to
wild animals in captivity not crueily? Whe |s re-
Wl' - ble for the housing of the animals in Central

'ark?

There animals used to roaming at large are
confined in dirty cages bardly large anough o
permit them to turn round. We call ourseives
civilized and have socleties for the prevention
of cruelty 10 afimals and view theése miseradble
creatures for our enjoyment!

The béar pit In Goldea Gate Park, San Fran-
clsco, with 118 trees and bushes, cave and rivulet
of water Is & bumane example of housing wild
animals.

Instead of a box to pace back and forth, back
and forth, why not give these creatures space to
move about and have some sense of fredom so that
they may be healthy and beautiful’ By seeing
them to some extent as they would be in
habltat the pleasure of the spectator wowd be
intensifed & hundredfoid. A M. B

NEw Yorx, January 24.

An Oklahema Deag.
From the Kenton Herald,

When Joseph Brown of Mineral left Oklahoma
Clty for his home the only thing be left behing
that he wanted was hisdog and his pipe. Imagine
his surprise when one day last week the dog ap-
peared at the Mineral post ofice and scratched
on e door 10 be let In. The dog, so we are In-
formed, had the pipe in his mouth and a note In
it from the home folks. He had travelied the
entire distance, more than four hundred miles,
earrying the pipe in his mouth, making the trip
in four days.

Jokm Baras and Cariyle.
From the London Egening Standard.
Mr. Burns, speaking at Chelsea, sald that one

of the earllest |ncidents of his life was non as
% small boy, having walked over Batterses Bridge,
hs picked up Carlyle’s hat, which had blown oﬂ
where Dilke street now Is. He re
mmﬂlmdlhmmb"!mlh
hand on him and saying "‘l"lnkm. my little
mannle.”

Baycotts,
To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir:  People will
boyocott meat; will they boyoots whiskey?
NEw YORK , January 24, Epmuwn R, Dobas.

The Meor's -nuo.
4 me -mo.'
complained.

LABOR UNIJIONS.
e — e
The Sympathetio Observations of an
Employer.
To ™as Eprros OF THS SUN—Sir: There
seems to be a good deal of indignation
because the labor unions deny
workingmen the right to work “for whom
and for what they please.” Much aas |
value my own freedom, I had rather trane.
fer it to a labor union which is attemip:i.
ing to get me as high & price for my labor
as possible and helping me to dispose of
it in other respects as favorably to myselr
a8 possible than turn it over to an em.
ployer who wants me to sell my labor as
low as possible and upon other terms as
favorable to himself as possible, and
under present sconomio conditions T hae
but one of the two alternatives. | mean
to say that I must transfer my freedom
and individuality either to an employer or
to a labor union. It is true that as a non-
union worker—or as a union worker for
that matter—Iif 1 don’t like the terms one
employer offers 1 can go to another, but as
without the assistance of the union the nex(
smployer and still the next will have the
power to fix the price I must sell the work
of my hands and ‘brain for, this freedom
is worth nothing. The man or the woman
who is obliged to sell labor or anything else
he or she owns at the price the puschaser
fixes, or in other words at a forced sale, can-
not succeed or be independent.
Suppose the lawyer were obliged to ask
his client: “What are you paying for retainars
now?” or the doctor his patient: “What do
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“ém you paying for
rMyr Auln su: the
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large majority of employers were willlnl
to give & fair wage, without the assistance
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IS THERE A HELL?

A Doctor of Divinity's Assertions Called
Too Sweeping.

ToTae EDrTon of TRE SoN-—Sir: [s the “Dector
of Divinity” in 10-day s SUN serious” He says that
“there is scarcely a clergyman of any note whn
believes in a never ending punishmént.” This is
a very sweeping assertion, and ke most sweeping
assertions it ls very inaccurate.  [tisnot 106 much
to assume that there are many clergymen of note
In the Catholic Church. yet all Catholics belleve
in such a punishment. They hold that any per
son who dies stained with the gulit of grievous sin
incurs (1. but as it is always possible that even
the worst stnner may have mm st the' last
mément of lfe, when appar
they never assert that any Mlulll' Indwuul
s in hell -with the possible exeeption of Judas.

Catholics believe, however, in the existence of
a temporal punishment in the next life, in purga-
tory, for those wno are not wicked enough %o he
condemned forever nor yet pure ennugh to go

siralght 1o heaven, a bellef consoling to the mem - |

beérs of the reformed churches, though It was ons
of their reasons for separating from Rome in the
sixteenth century.

1t does not settie the question 10 assert that we
don’t see why Almighty God should punish a
creature with cternal punishment, just as there
are many patent facts that we cannot account
for, as the existence of human misery, which
(od, who is Infinitely kind and powerful, could
have climinated and yet attalned his end. We
cannot say why He so elected, and yet we have to
admit the fact of such misery.

Coming 10 the question of what the Bible teaches
in connection with the subjéct, It would throw a
little light on the problem perhaps It “Doctor of
Diviaity” would take up seriatim the proofs of
the existence of cverlasting punishment drawn
from the Scriptures set out In a standard Cath-
oll¢ manual of theology and reply concisely to
the arguments set forth therein. But the doctor
must he careful 0 avold sweeping and conse-
quently Inaccurate asservons in his solutions.

NEw YORK, January 23. A PATIENT,

Italian Africa.
From Dadly Consular and T'rade Reporis.

The 1tallan colony of Eritrea is largely barrea,
and with the exception of a small portion near
Suakin produces littie of value. The population
which numbers about 300,000, including sbout 1.0m
1tallans, 300 Greeks and 10 or 15 English and Ger
mans, is quite poor and would find it dificult 1o
pay for imported goods. Consequently the chief
importations are foodstufls, cotton goods and
ofl. A great portion of the cotion goods imported
are reexported to the Sudan. The ohlef exporis
are coffee (from Abyssinia), palm nuts, hides and
mother of pearl.

Massowah, the chief port, a eity of about 5000
Inhabitants, has & very good harbor capable of
asccommodating vessels drawing iwenty seven
feet. Its only Industry, besides being a port of
call and entry, Is the manufacture of salt, Its
climate s good, although extremely hot from
April 0 October, when the rains begin. The chief
disease 1o be feared |s malaria.

Frem Massowah a rallway runs uum three
miles to Ginda, a small station at an slevation of
3,117 feet, where It 1 necessary to have recourse
10 horses o reach Asmara, the capital of the prov-
ince, situated about 7.210 feet above sea level. 1t
is hoped that the ratiway will be comstructed to
Asmars In two years, although the engineering
dificuliies are great.

There are three gold mines at work in the colony,
but it is impossible to get any data In regard to
them. Traces of coal and copper have also been
found. but not in workable quantities.

The University of Elmira.
From (ke Newburgh Journal.

Why should Eimira require foreign authorship
to make lis fame known to the foreign visitors
when there is the Honorable Jacob Sioat himself
who In person, 'n words and In deeds, advertises
~no; we doa't mean advertises — prociaims to the
world that from the very fact that It is bis glace
of residence it Is a natural deduction that It
must necessarily be great,

Eimira ls the teacher of Newburgh and Fassett
Is the greatest of her statesmen. What more can
be sald? Why should Fimira sigh and pine for
any further distinction and notice?

Boots and Shees in Twe Countries.
From Dailly Consular and Trode Reports.
hA'“‘hm would be called a "IOUM

Ing




