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FOR MATRONS ON FERRYBOATS

ALDERMANIC (OMMITTEE HE AR
SUFFRAGETTES PLEAD.

Pock Commisstener Tomkine Brought in
. mnd Asked Why He Doesn't Reduce
i Mis Own Salary Aldermen Sympa-
| thetie Tewnrd Discharged Matrons.

Mre. Sophia Loebinger, Miss Helen |
Murphy and Miss Mary Coleman spent
two hours at the Uity Hall yesterday
afternoon trying to persuade the Docks
and Ferries Committee of the Board of
Aldermen that a great injustice had been
done to the women of New York by the
discharge of the twenty-one matrons
formerly employed on the Staten lsland
ferryboats.

Mrs. Loebingyr and Mss Murphy ex-
plained the various dangers which
threaten women and children and voung
girls on the trip from Manhattan to Nt
George or to Ntapleton One of the ~x
matrons further explamed that ever and
over so many of the unprotected young
women residents of Tortenville (that s
1o say, Bentley Manor: had formed an
unfortunate habit of mssing the last
trsin and whiling away the hours between
midnight and real moming by nding
back and forth on the ferries

“What else can they do’" she asked
pathetically. “They have nowhere 1o
@°. and if there is no matron on the hoat
1o look after them there is no telling who
may insult them -

Mrs. Loebinger rushed up to Alderman
Comnell, who was presiding. with a bundle
of petitions from the citizens of New
York and Staten Island hegging for the
mainstatement of the matrons  Miss (ole-
man, who had been sitting in the seats
allotted to spectators. advanced 1o the
platform and begged to be allowed 1o
olgn it and was at once nvited 10 speak

“It's a orying shame (o heaven'™ an
nounced Miss Coleman

The committee rsked a!l sorts of ques-
tioms rnd then they weanted 1o know
whether there wasn 't some reprosent tive
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