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The Significance of Some of the
Proposed Rallroad Legislation.
The most conspiouous feature of the
bills now before the Congress
tremendous increase of power
they will give the Interstate Com-
Commission if enncted. The
interstate commerce act was
designed only to apply the common law
o which the raliroads were subject in
their intrastate activities to their inter-
state performance. It was intended
that the commission should make inves-
tigations and conduct prosecutions to-
ward the doing away with rebates and
g‘“’dhuiminstiom. Nineteen vears
, by the Hepburn law of 1908,
the commission was authorized to pre-
seribe a specific rate in case it found a

HEed

Aepartures are radical.

Before the use of steam as power
there was not the convevance of raw
material of various kinds from different
points of the compass over long dis-
tances to be wrought at a great factory
into finished product. Manufacture
mostly meant the handiwork of the arti-
san, and by far the greater number of |
articles used in a community were made |
by artisans of the community. The
production of the material and of the
finished article went hand by hand,
& continuing process. Transportation
over considerable distances was mainly
of luxuries, transportation was not an
inherent part of manufacture.

Not until well in the nineteenth cen-

on complaints since that law beceimne
effective have disclosed comparatively
few cases of rates inherently excvessive
or unreasonable. The commission has
had to advise many complainanta that
their cases were without foundation; it
has dismissed others aftpr hearings.
The railroads have generally accepted
without demur its r to change
rates, but certain of the more important
and far reaching orders have been con-
tested in the courts, with decisions fre-
quentiy in favor of the railroads.

The law of 1908 gave the commission
power to prescribe a specific rate if a
rate complained of were found to be
unreasonable. It is now proposed to
empower the commission to investigate
rates oo ite own initiative even though
they be not complained of, to set such
ratea aside and substitute others; to
empower it to suspend all advances
in rates for a period in which it may
determine the propriety of the advances.
This well nigh approaches that absolute
Government rate making which has
found supporters in both houses of
Congress. Such power in the hands
of men of broad knowledge of the needs
of the varyving currents of industry
and commerce, of capacity to ascertain
exact conditions and their correlation,
and of judicial temperament, may not
be abused. In the hands of such com-
missioners as might be appointed by a
demagogic and self-seeking President
that power would be fraught with ex-
ceading danger. Under the Hepburn
law rates are far less flexible than be-
fore. The proposed new legislation will
give them still greater rigidity akin to
that which similar control has fastened
upon the railways of Europe.

A Good Word for the Rules and
One for Himself.

The old Committee on Rules and all its
works were good enough for the Hon
Parr Prer CaMpeBeELL of the Third
Kansas district, as that hustling son of
Nova Scotia explained to the House in
the throes of the struggle over the Norris
resolution to reorganize the committee
and eliminate the Speaker from it. Mr
CAMPRELL rose from a sick bed to get
into the Congressional Record, and No. 72
of Volume 4 will burden the bag of the

tury had traffic developed in that vol-y R. F. D, carriers in Crawford, Cherokee,
ume which conduces to the henefit --fl Neosho, Labette, Wilson, Elk, Chau-
the masses of the people.  The station- | tauqua, Cowley and Montgomery coun-
ary engine made possible the mill and | ties for the next fortnight, for in that
the factory in which merchandise is! precions number Mr CAMPBELL not
produced in increasing quantity, and | only recorded his achievements as a law-
the locomotive engine made possible | maker under the rules as they stand, but
the segregation of material from afar | included testimonials to his worth from
ot mill and factory; it made possible the | scores of newspapers, constituents and
Mm in of raw material in great | strangers within the gates of Pi"lbﬂl"“,
quantities, the taking out of finished | Kansas
product to distant communities. Trans-| Mr. CAMPBELL modestly deposed that
portation became no longer a casual, | when he entersd the House seven vears
occasional and separate incident, but a | ago he knew as little of the rules as
cn- interwoven with and insepara- | an Apache, but he burned the midnight
from the processes of manufacture, | 01l over manuals of parliamentary pro-

and in this time of the localization of |cedure and musty precedents. *“This
industries it became as never hefore a | gave me a little courage, " said he, and
function indispensable to the distribi- | - since that time 1 have introduced 423 bills
tion of the products of these industries | in e House of Representatives Serving \mo.;
throughout the nation, several committees | have made reports on 100

Before the days of steam, when each | Vs Working before commitiees 10 which my |
eoMmMuUNity in greatest measiure sup- bilis had heen referved | have secured reports
N ita own neods and the transporta- { 'm‘t!::":‘l ":‘:NL:::::::l;l:::;:m?x.:

hav Ured
h "'n.';":::';:”';::l‘:’:p;:u:‘l R'Dt: | 109 bllls upon which [ made favorable reporw
. 3 o~ .

”“- ¢ the M"‘: Xt o 'h: '::‘:v“ | trom ‘.M commitiees of which | have been o mem.

much her every one ereept one s now & law, and that
z‘ city, that is, as thoronghfares {or | was vetoed by the President ®

henefit of the community which | \fp Coupners tegified that he had

each community, municipality, provines | w4 rasaed the Hnu;‘ll“ times and had
Oor nation, nn the o might be, was made only one call on the Speaker to
Bound to maintain. Trahsportation was | s for recognition, and that was to
8 certain factor in such industry and | 0 oduce a resolution providing for an
eommerce as then existed. but it was | uiry into the organization and meth-
Mot an integral and essential part of | 4y of'the Standard Oil Company, The
material oxistencs, as now. In greater | g akar blandly assented, and Mr.
degree it served for the post and for

CAMPBELL rose in his place and launched
travel, ministering perhaps more to the
S bt mashevert statun. his thunderbolit at the octopus. All the

Tn the United States railroads have | witn the noise of hie denn . & oars
Been built in greatest measure by cor- |15 nrint newspaper appreciations was
porate capital. At the present time C ]
their i & vostel shuest on- granted Mr CAMPBELL, and pages 3451

Hirely in corporations whose shares and e m.n' \'ol'num: - fter
escuritiea are held by hundrads of thou- ::(:.’!‘h‘m’ ::nﬂhm: '_mm:p.:‘.n

” of individuals and institutions, ['l the President ROOSEVELT ",0:
Their charters accord them the right 10 ) ® bv the hand and said. ‘Bully
make rates for transportation, subject | MPR bully ’ . p,,,,"
fn many cases to specified maxima, and ,(,1:- " :I"r&' r':nyé-z-:.‘ .l:’ad"ﬂft:uhod
B all canes to the common law dictum || nder the old rules.  Said he:

that their rates shall be reasonable. _ : '

The industry and commeroe of thin| /4% irs o8 | woud rawer b
eountry is now in greatest measure con- prineipality in U'topls. paraphrasing the words
ducted by _corporations whose whares o snother There may be something altruiste,
and mﬂ(l’: :;:'h::d ']‘_V h::dhdmh ufi utopian. ldealisic, dreamilke abou! the methed
thousands o ividuals a Institu. | proposed of selecting the Commitide on Rules.
tlonh. The prices for their products are | But 1 can see in 1t danger 10 the very purpose of
determined by the play of economie | the geatiemen who are advocating it. We have
forres | no continual oligarchy in this House -

”'ly the cost of a barrel of flour .-n.' This voluntary testimony of Repre-
not only a proportion of the wages | sentative CaMPBrLL did not, it js true,
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; the merchant who sells. The
knowledge of who will buy possesses a
commercial value, it may be bought and
sold, it is under the protection of the law,
and it is a misdemeanor to acquire such
information by trick and device. A case

them? Promotion, a new branch of
trade, is but the exploitation of lists of
names; with cynical estimate of the
facts of the case the precedent confidence
men called them “sucker lists.” The
knowledge that the buyer is the chief
value in this modern commerce suggesta
& new reading for caveat emptor. If a
single purchase of some necessary arti-
cle is to expose the purchaser to impor-
tunities to buy that of which he has no
lack, if his name and address and buyving
preferences may ba stolen or sold to
others in the trade, the buyer’s good will
may soon become another emotion. 1If it
continues no one will feel safe in enter-
ing a shop in his naked face, a disguise
and alias will be necessary, and an alibi
in case of discovery despite these pre-
cautions. Caveat emptor—he who buys
and runs away may live to buy another
day.

Hookworm Nonsense.

The Hon. RoseaT L. OWEN, Senator
from Oklahoma, is, we think, distrib-
uting his talents over too large and too
unpromising a fieid. Jt is conceivable
that in the Populistic philosophy the
Government should concern itself with

the toothaches, the stomach troubles
and the diseases of the populace in|
general. We have heard of that and |
of propggitions to dump cabbages and
potatoes and other “truck” into Federal |
repositories and get money from the
Treasury in consequence. But we were
not prepared to hear from Senator OwEN,
an Oklahoman, tobesure, buta Virginian
by birth, that he wanted a department
of the Government to look after the |
health of the people, to hover over their
ailments, to ward off their ambushed |
maladies, even to treat their colds and
to prescribe their medicines, |
This, however, is not the deadliest |
arrow in his quiver. He talks of the!
hookworm. He inspects its squirmings
by day and dreams of its ravages by
night. We learn from him that 90 per
cent. of some community somewhere in
the South are infected by the hookworm.
A gentleman of high authority, stimu- |
lated perhaps by the Rockefeller dispen- |
sation, told him so, and he 18 shaken with
anxiety. He turns the hookworm over
in his mind and exposes it with all its
convolutions to the Senate.  Apparently
he remnembers nothing for the upbuilding
of the South since the Lifting of the dire
shadow of reconstruction.  He takes no
note of the Southerners who are expedit -

ing agricuiture, building and conducting |

mills, orderning the processes of material

| advancement, and elevating the South | the eflorts for thelr relief from the winter's ennui,

to the high plane of progressive and
secure prosperity.  In his philosophy it
seems that the Seuth's bad health and

Federal consern.
not see the lifting ol ouds, the expanding

power,

equipped for public service,
he let the fads and freaks alone and lend
his undoubted abilities to the end of
much needed and sane lawmaking?

Our Vanished Sarsaparilla.

Sulphur and molasses yet remain
to us in the legislated purity of drugs,
sovereign specific of the vernal season
in the domestic pharmacopmia. Chil-
dren yet may take the slab mess. Accord-
ing to our recollections vet alert there
can be no question about it; children
must take their sulphur and molasses
and must lick both sides of the nau-
seous spoon, and somehow or other that
spoon seemed always a giant among
the table equipage. But what citizen
of adult habit and the power to call
his works if not his soul his own would
ever take sulphur and molasses?

This is the season when the purifying
influences of sarsaparilla, in days before
Dr. WILEY, were indicated by the faculty.
The apothecaries filled their windows
with bottled sarsaparilla, the vendible
spaces of the press were filled with
praises of the great spring medicine,
blank walls blossomed forth in enticing

of the workers in the flour mill. the main- | change the purpose of the coalition: the |
tenance of the mill, and return on the | death of the old committee was decread, |
eapital invested in it, but of the wage of | but the member from Kansas proved |
the emplovess of the railronds 1hat that an alert and industrious man could |

transport the wheat to the mill, of the  make his mark under the old order, and |
maintenancs of the railroads, of the pe. | without abasing himself before the awful |
turn on the capital invested in them and ‘ czar in the chair,

the return to the farmer who ruised the | o S

wheat. Into the cost of ot m of stes | Now Buyers Are Sold, ‘

likewise enrer proportions of the ',‘l_'l-\l The ballads and other hamndmaidens '
of the workers in the stewl mill, ite main- | of sober history have preserved somes |
tenance and retirn on capital, the wages | what of commereinl methods as prac-
of the employecs of the transportation  tiesl an the past The ‘prentive lad, a
agencies, the maintenance of these turbuleut beginner, was » potential |
agencies and the return on the capital, | alderian, he mught become sheriff, the !
And mo also throughout all industry and | collar of S8 of the Lord Mavor 'u!- not
all commerce |beyond his aspiration.  In Cheapside
Now the wages of workingmen are|in those brisk days we hear the call at

mummmymm the door of every shop, “What d’

A

pronouncements of this elixir of health.
Our springs have undergone no climatic
change. but what has become of sarsa-
parilla on which a people pinned the
faith of vears? Our winter sustenance
wust still heat the blood as of yore,
and still must nesxd the seasonal hoose.

hookworms should be made a matter of |
Apparently he, does |

prosperity, the recovered dignity and
Lturn fran Cannon and O annonism W the Congress

Senator OWEN is a man of parts. He | & & whole Under the decision of the House o
is young, ardent, and more than usually |
Why can't |
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overcaution, -
A great shame to abolish sarsaparilla;
it was the vital elixir of the spring.

Is any connection to be traced between

the renewed activities of one BexnwmT for | .4

the alteration of the record of the Sixtieth
Congress in the matter of ite treatment
of the President who insulted it and the
removal from the House of Representa-
tives of the late James Brecxk PEaxins
of this State?

Coon's M M
s ”.hg.. an acutely semsitive

Certainly this is a delicate way of put-
ting it.

Gladstone as Prime Winister.
From the | ondon Fvemng Standard.

In the course of a description of the s
of Westminster Abbey before the London Geo-
graphionl Soctety, Lord Eversiey polnted out
that he not only sclected the Beaconsfield site
in the sacred edifice but bhe wrote the epltaph.
It read.  “Prected by Parllament ln memory of
Lord Beaconsfield. twioe Prime Minister.™ He
remembered at the time that in one speech Lord
Beaconsfield had made he referred with great
pride o his having been twice Prime Minister
When he showed ibe inscription to Mr. Gladstone
the latter sald “Twice Prime Minister; thats
no great distinetion ” He (Lord Eversiey) had
looked up the names of several who had been
twice Prime Minister, and one had heen Prime
Minister three tmes. That was Lord Derby
By way of fnlshing the conversation with Mr
Gdadnione - it was during his second Ministry -
he sald to the Prime Minister: “1 hope you will
beat Lord Derby's record.® Mr.  Gladstone
quickly retorted: “That's an impossibility. this
s my last Ministry. A\ man must be mad to
think [ shall ever be Prime Minister after this
Ministry is over " Mr Gladstone, however, was
Prime Minister twice after that.

Encoaraging the Hene.
From the Miwaukee Sentine!

Mrs James Creamer of Springfield, Ohlo, sup
plied from her heunery a good share of the
“strictly fresh” ihat the wealthy classes of Spring
feld ate for thelr breakinsts this last winter

Wheu the hens struck, late In the fall, Mrs |
Creamer was well launched In the egy business |
and simpl? had 10 have eges 10 supply her cus
wmers Some humorist told her that chickens
were tond of music and she decided to experiment.
With the kiwchen door open 0 her fowls could
piainly hear she played the plano the malor
portion of one day To her surprise the nest day
she got six more eggs than had been her dally
allotrnent since the cold weather made 1ts ap
penrance

Mrs ¢ reamer then moved her plano further
out toward the sgg foundry atd went after the
instrument like a naller. The bhens, touched by

pushed themseives a lttle, with resuits Snancially
satisfactory 10 all concerned

The New Order in Congresa.

From the 8 Paul PMoneer Pregs
Cannonism has Leen eliminated. The Con-
gressdonal tub will have 1o stand 1ts own hot-
tom  The Speaker's horns, real imaginary.
have boen removed. The publie mind will now

reshape the Committee on Rules, formerly dom!-
nated by Speaker Cannon. there can be no excuse
for the fallure of any measure 1o receive proper
and Intelligent constderation. All of the bilis

Why She Advertised.
From the Atianta Constttution.
The Beliville man who got a wife through an
sdvertinement and has béen “against the power
of the press” ever since, will be interested in this
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her with a hrass band and many prominent civ.
zens, vwho board the vessel and search out all the
frosh frult.and vegetables they can find.

'

cleaning of its fervent humors, The
hearty diet of buckwheat cakes nn«ll

of we these call for a corrective,

Now i« the time, amnl sarsaparills
has vanishedd. So far as we are able
1o keep track of the public health the
strong remedies of the winter food |
from inside out have given place to |
lotiorw  anvl other whitenings of the
sepulchre. Cresms and massage and
vibrutory rollers, these are the agents
of the SOring repeur. 'li stervor was

Servants in Nobleman's € lothes.
From the [ondon Kvening Standard.
Mr W. M Webb expiasined how 1

were

| sansage plump to bursting, the delights | perpetuated by the gradual acquisition of a

gentieman’s castoff clothes by hs servants. A

| ikl

. | situated as to bear alone burdens of that
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the Senate a provision providing that the
decision of the commisaion should be re-

that whoever was not in favor of that
amendment was opposed to the bill. And
I lived to see another very able and dis-
tinguished gentleman say, in a speech
deliverad at Columbus, Ohio, that if that
language had not been written into the
it would not have been worth the
paper upon which it was written, and his
name was William H. Taft.

I say it with no reflection upon that
body when | say that it is a political body.
It is affected from start to finish with
political considerations. The members
of Congress are, as a rule, men of ability
and character, who love their country and
desire 1o do the right and proper thing.
But [ do say that first of all that body is
political in character, and that political
considerations to a large m control
its action. And when the fathers saw fit
by fifteen amendments to restrict and
limit the power of Congress and of the
courts, I am not in favor at this late day
in the year of our Lord 1910 of vesting in
them more power by adopting this amend-
ment and subjecting the instrumentalities
of the States to the control of the United
Ntates under circumstances where selfish
consideration will be almost sure to drive
men to relieve their own constituents and
impose burdens on other constituent.. so
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poetcally described, among
hood.  Are (here no such peanuts
New Yons, March 28,
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last of the (herakes
T N equah correspondence Kansas Cny

i

pon dered Tootman of 1o day was wearing the cos The Chevoiies Seminary was destroyed by fire

tunee of & genteman of George [ s tme, and the | here at noon to-day.  All the personal effects of

Lord Mayor's couchman now was dressed ex | "0 190 hundred students living in the dormitories

actly Tike & nobieman of the time of George 111, | Were lost.  The seminary was one of the Matorie

N page oy, with his three rows of buttons, wore | I0stitutions of the Cherokee Natlon. It was bullt

what was known in the carly yoars of last century | 10 1836, This was the last of the national Cher-

as the DUl skeleton dress,” & very fashionaiue | O%ee schoois. The Cherokees hauted matertal

wilt for sons of the upper classes. | overiand seventy five nilies t0 build thelr two

et amtt— vmludm,ndllﬁ have mainiained ithem ot

The . r OwR eipense for mere than hal! & contury.

Realtny The impending dlasoiution of the

Knickor — April showers bring May Sowers. hn““..“““‘w
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A'c'mc under the hb'.n:“lm 'mln
serv w 1
Bulod ﬂm :_E"nr port in the Phili
Ja . or Australasia. rg;
ﬁ Man Francisco to Sydney,
.t lu..: port in the Samosn
and A > on March
., h-?- ineu t owail corie
Boante " ien by of eh
e that “‘"\'.‘...n would be

ade

g

TR St e
:'2‘. :lg;ml at ‘mr_ (the great
TR e

at the most important of
mﬂhﬁ#mu&-
A States
ten

ﬁ ey ,. Sl
'?.l 1o vislt with
from ﬂ country teo 3 \':.i ":“ 0
% M:h? bo..hl

D:o:n Ayres reported:

average number of sh! under the

amuhml'zuA M‘u‘:
LRI th two

o improve our
to the Orient in
s may reah

l{ an those of
Mmne-Siberian
nd German
The

its rreat m.rlo:‘-.-u "'?‘u".
'1

u steamers of 'y
Oveanic Steamehip Company vm-o"m.-:
ran between “an ,  Honnlu'y,
Samoa, New Zealand and Australis  no’

only carried our mails but were \mportant
[actois in American commercial relstions
with Australia and ¢ mlh Paciile

That we enn easil - aff to spend $3 000 .
00 & year for improvement and incresse
il servies is shown ty the

’:lloﬂnc Ma.nm of the recelipt« and
'm of that service during t lnst
our years:

Rereipts P b Profy

| SR » 52 80 624 2,043 188
1.7 ) 2941814 AMaT 227
| R 6,002, 048 28702 3.818.738
1= 6.230.7% T, RN

Concermng this matter the Hon Eihu
Root, then Secretary of State, at the Trans-
Mississinpl Commercial Congress, Novem:-
ber 20, 1008, said

;

7 of that §3,000 000 is made at Whe ex
commerce of the United States
plainer than that the Government

0 expend at least the profits it gets from the

ocean mall service in making the ocean mall ser

efMrient?

Mr Root's quest‘on has but one anawer,
and that answer imposes a clesr duty upon
the present Congress B,
Los AxcerLes, March 22.

-

Free Meals and Beer.
From the ¢ ounwer- Journag,

One of the Cumberiand Hiver steamboats »
few days ago sdvertised a low rate excursion In
the Nashville papers. A round trip fAgure was
announced with the supplementary Information
that it lncluded “ free meals and berth.” The In
teiligent compositor on & morniag paper -not
ihe Statewide prohibition organ. 1t is 0 be hoped
~set it up “free moals and beer ~

It Is possible that the compositor had been
pondering on “free meals and beer” as an ldeal
conditlon of happiness and thereby made the
mistake. In any event the announcement was
duly heralded w0 a hungry and thirsty world.

The sieamboat people were surprised at the
results.  There was & stream of prospective ex
ursioniste that "hregtened tc swamp the boed.

the words “pothooks and

got excited. [ did so ang
the advice on the most taler oy
He looked at my p.
and seeing nothing but .
used his shoe with such energy and desp o),
that [ went out of the door and the ref r,
ing business at one and the same 1«
Now the use of swearing is to supp/' the
want of a defective vooabulary. There are
like thirty sounds in the Frgian
language and only twenty-six letters o
express them, while several of this inude.

%

‘N ran
be signified by “eks.” In a perfect lane
guage there would be no need of ohin.
tionable profane phrases. There woiid
be a certain armngement of words «lig
when set accurately in order would pro.
vide 4 perfect equivalent for any enmorion
man is capable of feeling. This is not the
case with the English language. and Loremn
lien & gross injustice to the exvitable oy,
He Nnds himsell suddenly surrounded o
untowa rd cirenmstanees, such as losing g
collar stud, and must use & st of appare
ently irrelevant phrases or allow his leel.
ings 0 go unchrogicled. To be logical,
the law against swearing should be tiken
off the statute hook or the language =o e
proved that swearing would be no loncep
necessary. \

A North Amerioan indian never sweiry
He Mings his tomahawk and throws it with

ey, s that the affec:

::'ndh“m:nm:c{ndvthll ends a « .m'f
troversy at once. white man in three

erse commands an a ry e
Lmt-'h masell to the not.hor world,

while

the sl and un Intian quietly

sends him there with no unnecessary verbis.

- about it T shows | futility of

tm and finality action. he question
t once arises, Wh
wh an & remed y

; not introduce the (onue
or
Swerring is like smalipox.

swearing® ¢

So long a
it in In the systew it is extremely dangerous
When it comes out it is comparatively haro.
lons hen too it is an art, & fine art. An
ali over the
is an excellent passport |f,
wsay, & German official doesn’t want (o under-
stand and 'Ll o , saying
“lch verstehe nicht, " beg'n 10 swear
at him and see how quickly he will under-
|stand. Fvery one isn't like Carivie's father,
who had a temper like a bodkin and never
wanted 1o swear as his language was ine
cisive enough without it

I once knew a gouty person whe
L iy tnag et vas vhe g o
y explain the was me

a town in I‘ru:ﬂn hcl

= 1 ot rwerd ".“ Yy waut
lim & list ex ves, Approv course
by society, -Rh-h shall give satisfact

!

|

as _well "b:: X ‘I'w_ I:‘vm.mon
. ween * " & more
[m.nmo of the l’.l.\-bl town, only

in the former you get expression,
[ while o the latter you sat the instines
| tive requirements of human nature  There-
-m let m‘yno .ll'l chlr' erpressive

4 e're n " of i
i‘n?..r K. March s Braxe.

SPIDERS.

Seme Odd V'aets Abeut the Web Spinners
and Their Habits.
From the Saturdiy Review

The male of the we!l known gerden spider
is & tsy creature, unfamiliar to the casual
obaerver and very different from the female
both in form and habits. Although In early
life he can consiruct an exceedingly perfeec:
snare, he seems 1o lose the srt _orat any rate
the ambition to exercise it upon reach ng
maturity, and merely spics o few tangled
threads, intended, nodoul i, v= a position of
vantage from which to approach his lady
love. His courtship is, an & rule, an igno-
minjous affair.  He is bullied, pushed oue of
the web and, not infrequently, trussed
up and relegated to the larder Ly his physi-
cally superior spouse

Zilla, a very cornmon dusky colored spider
which frequenis stone walls and fences, has
improved somew hat upon the ory web of the
garden spider, inasmuch as she loaves one
segment devold of the sticky cross threads
to facilitate her passsge from her hiding
place 1o the hub of the web. Hyptiotes
seems, however, 1o have renched the highe
ent developirent in the orb spinning art
The snare is reduced to & mere triangle
stretched upon & firm, elastic thread, and at
the apex sits the ohscure little owner with
a coil of thread irmly held in such a manne*
that the whole web is drav n forward under
vonsiderahble tension. No sooner does 4 fiv
attempt o pass than the thread is released
and the web springs forward like a catapnlt
upon the luckless victim

Closely allied 1o the orb spinners are those
apiders which spin saucer shaped snares
surmounted by a tangle of threads into

which fles blunder, falling in their con.
fusion into the sheet of webh beneath. In
this group are the smallest known spiders,
some of them measuring less than a millie
metre in total body length. Many of them
are aeronavis, travelling vast distances
by silken threads emitted from their spin-
ners. They seem able to resulate their
flight to some extent by paving au! more
thread as they desire to rise and rolling v
up by means of their legs when they wish
to descend. Often In saitable Jocalities
and under favorable meteorologionl condi-
tions immense multitudes of these tiny crea.

tures simultaneously smbark upen Their
stranges Journevs,  Trial  threads [(alss
starts and collisions are inevitably fre-
quent and the accumulations of web

descend as delicate flakes of gossamer
to the considernhle surprise of the super.
stitious rustic. w as A rule attributes the
menon fo &Oﬁn or occasionally
mplioates the Virgin Mary,
e water anider, which makes a silken
beneath the surface of ponds, flis It
with air and within it brings up its family
is well known to all readers of geners
works on natural history It may surprise
some, however, ta learn that this species
in very closely aflled to our commanest
male of the water spider
larger than his mate, & most unusual

ng among spiders
The v spiders include, hesides
iiitle known groups, three we!
fons which we may broadly re-
fer to as the crab the wolf spiders
the jumping »
are




