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Hobert Ervkine Ely Confronts an English |
waman Whe is Prepared to Speak on

A pieet Some Travel Hardships
rrinter’s Sliip Melped J. . Mungs.

the most serious place on
veeum bureau, where lecturers
od and schedules of tours are
t. Of course there are hu-
cturers, but the proportion of
crionsness in this line of work
mal Thetdemand for humor
« Just as great as ever, bat its
< tulling very short, according to
« ol several of these establish-
‘nd the funny part of the whole
that according to these reports
« serious matter enough to pre-
lwcture tour nothing comes up
¢ one humorous lecturer 'cross

\ f+p gloom thick as a London black
<« on the inner sanctum of the
Foram bureau when you ask chirpily
hing amusing has happened thera

v. Dr. Robert E. Ely lpoks quite

wd at the idea and beging to tell you
wdiately  that his experience has
znt tam that there are an enormous

or of would-be lecturers, roughly
dedl imto two classes, the Britisher
naving failed in his own country

Liwves that he can come over here and
i alond a page from some stale Black- |
r Edinburgh Review by virtue of o !
e fondly fostered by clever adver- :
and the clever Yankee who does |
mingly think that it i1s a1 all neces- |
prepare a lecture but who s will-
¢ to speak on any subject.  Of hoth of |
van classes thae Civie Forum bureau
v focus
At the moment of your inquiry the office "
the Vivie Forum is deluged with in-
concerning the healh of Miss
n Lerry, whose lecture tour is con-
ted from this headquarters and whose
ith had been  reported. Miss Terry,
vy reached by long distanoe wire
mewhere in the far West, responds | v
v ug that she is not dead a little bit and
pute willing to stand by that assertion.
takes about one busy morning to clear
this misinformation. i
Aile you are waiting to get vour in-
i again a busthing man comes in
i inguires of Mr. Feakins, the acting
retary, what the standard fee for a
Mr. Feakins tells him that |

o
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mire s,

37

“YOUR OWN OR A WIG?"

thére is no such thing as a standard fee
in the lecture field: that the value of
personality and the choice of subject have
to be taken into e 14 He enlarges
politely on this topie, as if it had never
been mentioned to him before, although
it is learned alterward that this is a stock
inquiry of the lecture bureau bores. This
particular one with a disappointed ex-
pression explains that he has no lecture
ready, but thought if it was going to he
worth his while he could get one up in a
few days on almost any topic that would

g0.
An English woman who has come to this

AND HE KEPT HIS ENGAGEMENT.

JUPLIGATE  AUGTION BRIDGE
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| \OTABLE GAME PLAYED AT
THE LOTOS cCLUDRB.

lirst Attempt te Play Aunction Bridse
in Duplieate — Interesting Results |
shewn-The RBidding the Impertant
ing - Detalls of Seme of the Hands. |

in Thursday, December 15, between
=ty and forty members if the Lotos
i played a game which will probably
of as much interest to [ifure genera- |
ns of card players as the —vergreen
‘ame of duplicate whist that Cavendish
wved in London, described in Bell's
March 6, 1857, The game at the

tom Club was the fiyst attempt to play
tion bridge in duplicate, ‘
Ihose who arranged the affair had n!
«w the settlement of several interestiog |
7 wstions connected with the tactics of
game. They wanted to know ahout |
w closely players of the same calibre |
ild agree as to the proper declaration
ne same cards under the same condi-

|

lhey hoped to discover the average
portion between the number of points
n tricks that count toward game
those macde in penalties, which in-
vase the value of the rubber only, They
wi=hed to discover if possible soma
« nable bonus which might be added
ne trick score in playing duplicate so
prevent the players from devoting
Titire energies to getting penalties
cperience gathered from several
f bridge in duplicate has showr
vierage value of a zame we
S0 points if no rubber
f the game is unfinished wher

ile

ire plavied

ruiries are changed the hig r
may equitably add that nun
nt« to their total seore his

f % points for winning o guime
it a stop to the old practice of
favor of the honors
bridge tricks and
things o meidered,
n there is a very large factor
titiem to deal with, as they often
M0 poinis on a single |
rdge there ia probably not
o hand in twenty that woild
[iMiculty abo t the make at
hat the same cards are con
4 nder the me  con-
wild vield the ne resl
luvers of equal abnlity
< duplicate bridge tourna-
New York Bridge!
the differesnce hetween
leading pairf was not maore
1% in o8, In bridge resalts,
pood play just as much as
L
t4a of the first
1 bridge would seem to show
innot be any such’ reliance
n the similarity of the dedla
ot a single case was the same |
winning it each |
the hand was | layed
nt which makes the two
v dissimilar 1= that o differ .}

an

ehit nonor=

be o«

I ar the

the
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experiment

hes one
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claration o

emition of the lead, a |

the

and in

score

an entirely

From the hands played at the Lotos

bheen
whole
ing

Club tournament a dozen ke
meleoted as a {air sample of
just to show the variations in the winn
declarations upon 1 he
is the number of the hand for reference,
and the figures in the vertical column
under 1t represent the winning decla-
rations, 2H bemng two in hearts and IN
standing for one in no trumps

An asterisk over the declaration shows
that it was doubled, and the Leavy line
under the declaration shows that the
declarer failed to fulfil his contract
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It will be found that out of the eighty-
four declarations tabulated thiriy-four
fai'ed, or nearly one-half.  In examining
the individua! seares it wus found that
only two J)»Ll‘fnurdnrm n
making seven winning declarations and
fulfilling their contraet, the average being

snceosded

four fulfilled contracts out of fourteen
deals

Counting both sides, this gives s
hout 80 per cent of fulfitled] contracts,
of which in this particular cose it so

appencd that the extra cirevgth of the
alt Nand S gave that poant of the

sl o

CoinDass 6 per cent.

\ very instractive resntlt is that of the
trick, and tonor and penalty scores in
detai), showing the points made by the

plavers who st N and 8 with the strong

ha nds

Ciames (James

T4 re I'e . Won., 1n d
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The column of finished mes shows
the pumber that were w on the deal,
2 points or more o one hand I'he
v finished games are those in which the

larer tulfitled s contreaet but faled o

reach 30 points on the deal

Thix table shows that the average of
the tricks i= 219, for honars 244 and Tor
penalties 601 Here are the weaker
Rl

‘ men mrn

T rie p e wul Won, I n o
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If we take the grand average for
hands runring both ways we get 1556
tricks, 168 for honors end 500 for penalt
rdder 1o get at the average value of a
s It honag

"K
wsingle hand
number from which to draw any definite

th this i« a smal

! country moved by a perfectly altruistic
desire 1o let us know right away ail about |
when the first school baths were taken in
England and has some facts concerning

| that wonderfully interesting subject s

| encountered at the office of the Civie
Forum and tells you that she has become
tired ol trying to interest the British |
audience in anything. "It is this great,
new, fresh, alluring country of yours
that we must teach.” she explains en-
thusiastically. “What do our people, old
in civilization and born fatigued, know
or care about when the first school baths
were taken®”

You feel sorry that you cannot inform |
her in regard to this, and while you are

. hesitant she says:

“British society is so hli"\ling. But |
here in this wonderful new country, so
open to impreasions, so ready to receive,
oy

The courteous secretary at this point
informs the would-be English lecturer
that he does not think he has any dates
open for the subject of the “First School
Baths in Britain,” although he does not
deny its aptness. The British importa-
tion hearing this is quite willing to lend
her aid as a solvent to our crude ore of
ignorance a8 to “The Effect of Fducat-
mg Adults on the Child Imagination.” or
“The Value of a Sane Psvchotherapy
in our Social Organizaions *

As she goes out she looks pityingly at

Ivhu officials of the Civiec Forum bureau,
who have shown themselves blind to
the opportunity she has offered, and vou
don't wonder, when yvou repeat your
interrogation regarding amusing happen-
ings, that Dr Ely again asserts that dur-
ng the lecture season his point of view is
not the humorous one

Mr Feakins, the acting secretary, ad-
mits that if he should tell all the funny
things he knows he woizld probably lose
his position “For instance,” vou in-

)
deals played over at seven tables making

ninety-eight distinet plays, we get this

I'rirks MHonors Prna'ties
{ Tan 72 W
L% fw 2880
Totals MFLER “ LT U]
Average o 1 ol

The trick and honor scores are a little
Letter thon the averages that have heen
found by investigators of straight bridge,
probably on account of the selection of
the stronger st in auction, regardless
of the deal  The average of the penalties
will doubitless come as a surprise to many,
the general belief being that it 18 not more
than half a trick a® hand, whereas this
shows it to be nearly artrick and a half

The details of some of the hands upon
which such widely differing declarations
were made rmay interesting. The
greatest loss ih the way of penalties was
in a hand in which the dealer started with
no trump, and the second player,
holding nothing in his hand but five
hearts to the king, and four to a
quedn another with two weak
two card st bud two in hearts, whieh
a po trnmper looke a little like
the partuer to pull

e

one

JaCK
n suUit,
against
gambling
through
At two tables he was doubled and lost
BI6 points Wl the others the no
trump player inz the hearts stopped,

on Qe

but at

went bhack totwo o tenrag s and although
thev nuwde Live by cards and 40 aces they
ost a great chancoe for penalt jes

in hand No 1, 2% shown i the first

table given, it will e seen that three of
the pairs declired to make three in hearts
and that the only one to snccesd was the
one that was doubled The waming uas
to where the strength in the trump suit

lay. given to the declurer Ly the doulile

ved hua two tricks Without the
doubile the declaration lost 0 penalty
Cjuints A\ zainst the double it won €4

i
trick points and 100 penalty

« An wxeellent example of the value of
refusing to double turned up in No. 4,
in which the original call was no tramp
fat every table, the only weakness being
four =mall spades, but three honors in
otHer suit At all the tables the
r passed, having seven solid
e of clubs in his

oy ery
ond plas
e tricks and the ;

e

I he dealer’ s purtner, holding five hearts
1o two honors, but otherwise a hust
called his partner’s no trumper at three
tables with two hearts At two of thess
tabiles dealer went back the
trupmper and the second hand sat «till
andd said nothiog. getting 150 penalty |

At the other table the dealer wisely

Ltook the hint that his partuer's hearts

might be better with a no trumper to help \

Over-

the to neo

) them than as a help to the no frumper -

irts winning ,
a difference

,v.ulr, wo he let it goat two h
% tricks and Woin honors,
of 238 point s -

No. ® was another instance of the third
player pulling his partnerout of an original
no trump bd by calling two hearts. When
the third hand failed to do this they lost
heavily on the hand.

In hand No. 5 thers were three diﬂwreut:
winning declarations at various tables,
diamonds, hearts and no trumps, and all
of them suceeeded. The dealer had the
no trumper, but his partner held =ix dia-
rmonds 1o two honars and persisted in ”“

uiid eaposed for the dummy conclusion, we ghall find that in fourteen | ju four cases, in three of which he had to

!

aquire;, and r n-né his memory for an
nnocuous epicades, the secretary cites the
exampls of Alexander lrvine, who was
scheduled to lecture out West hefore a
club on a certain nigh' . and standing at
a radway junction saw the only train he
Id rake that day which would land him
at the desirod point pulhing out of the
atation Mo Irvine, who has lived for
a time under the reproach of being a
parlor somalist, undoubted!y forgor what
was expeoied of him at this point and
exocuting a4 Ruth St Denis dance and a
Batthing Nelson clutch, managed to hang
on to the rear of the last car, and in a
dislocated.  dishevelled and disarraved
condition was dragged on board

That there (s slways an outlet for lee-
turing talent in the many women’'s clubs
of the suburbs is one of the hits of infor-
mation that keep alive Hagging
spirits of several lveeum managers  An
artistic voung woman dragged from the
shel'er of a private life where her savso
is received by the circls of friends as a
final word mduced 1o address a
weman's club n Hackensack recently on
“The Progress of Art.” by
feverishly 4
promised to Gl thar dare

The young woman described her ex- |

the

Was

one of these
who had

active persons

ydepressed manner She had tried to
practise on her family. who refused to
listen 10 the few 1deas she had thrown
together, hut buoyed Ly hope and the
latent belief that lecturing is a natural
function of the human being she reached
Hackensack She discovered that facing
an audience of eritical kind that
flourishes in the New Jersey suburbs with-
oul notes or previous preparation was not

the

SO easy as v Le had imagined
However, whenever sonl stuff flagged
and vocabulary weakened she always

managed to encounter the piercing black

eves of a dear old Indy near the front of |

' the well filled room who invariably nodded
in such an optiniist .c manner that spurred
afresh she got not cnly a second wind
but a third, fourth and even a dozen
and finished to loud applause.  Afterward

‘when slie wan teaing fed with cakes and
tea oy antomelale ealled to toke her 1o
the station cnd, 1he generous check diplo-
matically handed Ler, the chairman of
the mmittee on progressive pabulums
hoped that the old lody with the shaking

o

| palsy had pot gerionsly embarrassed her }

overcall three hearts on hi< left with four
n diamaonds,

In the single instance in which the
player with the six diamonds assisted
by his partier's no trumper was afraid
to overcall three hearts the heart
call 32 and 52, while the diamond
wonld have been good for a little slam,
36 and 44 °

This same hand

the

won

furnish.ed a striliing

example of the advantage of shurting ont
informatory which tho adversaries
mayv a il themselves of the opportunity
to make.  The who pfled off
the no trumyp er on this deal goi! the win-
ning declaration by starting
with i no tramps, which
the diamond and heart calls
The wisdom of his bid was shown by
the fact that the lesder. not knowing his
partner had such great strength in the
Besart siit

bids

plaver

rigeht out

1w shut our

loch & club right up to the deald

or's gnerded Ling. Had he known to
leadd a heart, i would hase caught
dumme’'s king and his partnes would
hav e made iy Le rtoiricks, and the leader
would then have caught the dealer's

club king and made five club trichs
By shutting cut thee two informmatory

call  the deslor made a hittle slam on
his dicmonds and s *and 0. Had
The @ rearios kne w hat 1o lead
hoew world kove pur hen down for 200
penalty without doshibin:

In hand Noo ¢ the loss an the red doecla-
RION® arose (rom o ooking the im
portance ol e ting 1o the no temn
stage as guuct vy as possibile in auction
Ihe orininal bad was one spade Alter

arver called diamonds, with
to the threse top honors. the

the second
ive of them

!
periences after she returned in a sadly

—

{
and received her negative with effusion,

saying that several other lecturers had
been temporarily leflt wordless Ly en-
countering this imexpected breck

At o lectare e Flathush recently &
well known poet who has 4 very keen
sense of locahity addressed en cwemblioge

of the platform sex in regard to the doings |
{ln“n‘l- )

of reveral “decr. dead women,”
ing this with revelations of a postic natium
quite in keeping with his reputation for
delicate apprecintion
girl with mystic eves and a Pre-Raphaciite
profile handed him some hot chocolete

The poet. finding something charming

in her naive adoration, 1alked to her in a |

half fanciful manner and finally with the

air of majesty confeering a.favor told her |
that she might ask him any guestion she !

|
|

wished and he would tell her the 1ruth
She hesitated but 4 moment, the rapt

expression deepening in the opal eyves, |

|

then whispered:’

“1 do want to know - and | didn’t dare
ask before Oh. is that your own hair or
a wig*”

Mme Bell-Ranske, who has a
room, a subway theatre and
inters«ting equipments for lecture courses
which have now become a part of New

lecture
Yarious

York's platform season at the Berkeley |

“SHE'D BE HANGED IF SHE WOULD."”

Lyceum Building, admits that the sub-
jscta of her choice are not those
lend  themselves readily to humorous
descriptions.  Whatever lhsen's  good
points miy be. no one has ever dared

acouse him of an overweening sense of '
as

Bell-Ranske~
be a little

of the

the absurd, and Mme
an lbsen interpreter may
eclipsed by the serious shadow
Norwegian playwright

“A great deal of sympathy s given to
the actors and actresses who have in the

course of their professional career ™ savs
Mme Bell-Ranske, “to go through the
phase of the ‘one night stand’ cireuit, but
little is ever thought of the lecturers who
'have to jump across wide spaces of
territory to get to other places on schedule
time. The annals of those trips are (illed
with adventures and misadventures and
there is more heroism displayed in making
good aftentimes than would be called for
on a i tgnored,
weat her conditions not taken into account,
delays, accidents, broken promises have
to be met with and .\':~w'n-:.-l as sPems

Sickness

batile -

best 1o the vicum

“Tattle hom «

received from

It

third player bid two in clubs and ths
fourth wan saul two hearts

Instead of shifting at once to no trumps,
as he should have done with (he ¢libs
stopped, the second plaver we back
to his diamonds ¢ got  beaten, the
spade calling hand having six small
A\t the table at which the fourth 1
wont back to his hearts for two tricks
got beaten

No. 7 aforded a good example of the
wisdom of lwing in order to sasve mons
Nos. 3 and 7 were the only ones in whi
the contract was clwavs faltiiled

th

er
he

In

No. 7 it was simply a question of which
sidle had the courage to go on to four
tricks in the bidding.

Six pairs of partners lost on this hand
by not going on 1o four hearts, which
would have " d their adversaries

to go five dusnone and the remarkable
part of it is that even if they had 1o bnd
five diamond: and play it they would
have =aved money, because the declarers
had four henors in one hand, and the
wnalty would have been only 5 paints
ecaving him 1 to the good. Why te did
not thix when he was fesoling qnite
safe in bdding four tricks 1= not clear
Lhe beart declaration would bhave won
32 and w0

Ihraough some peculiar fatality every
declaration made on No. X lost, and thes
hand ilhastrates another important point
n the tactios of auction bridge., which 1=
petting the play of the dummy into the
proper hand <o that the lead on the first
trick shall co ght
dealor stairees) with heart,
holding six 1o three honors and an outside
Secoud plaver bid two clubs and the
thure tgan jootsedd. Now, the fourth plaver

e

L e one

havingg the hear's stoppesd, and ktowing
heurts woild be led should have bt no
trumps on Nis partner = b invitation,
0 as o get the tirst lead {rom ms left
Instend of that he pussed, and when the
dealer went two hearis the secand playve:
bid two no trmamg s and got lled, becainse

Afterwasd a young f
|

THE AUDIENCE.

audiences. One tearful lecturer finding
herself stranded in a Western town, the
train stalled in a snowdrift, managed to
got a telegraph despatch through in'
which she described her direful condition
and asked for instructions. She re-
ceived one word in return, ‘shovel,” and

| supposing that was intended to convey

i auditor week

abstrusely that she must depend on her
own cleverness she dried her tears and
met the situation properly.

A lecturer scheduled to appear evary
Tuesday afternoon at a certain philan-
thropic institution where education is
absorbed by this method had for a single
after week a man who

| always came in shortly after the lecturer

that |

appeared and stayed until a few minutes
of the hour limitation.

Buoyed up by the knowledge that
popular or not the institution having
engaged him for the entire course would
have to pay, the lecturer expended his
oratorical powers on his lone hearer, but
not until the course was completed did
he get a chance to inquire why this person |

should feel such a deep interest in what
was after all a subject only appealing
to the speciatized mind.

The auditor was a bit embarrassed,
and not having a ready lie admitted thas
the place was warm and comfortable,
Before the course was opened he had to
wait in the station for his outgoing train,
his business in the city being over at the
time of the lecture, so he had kind of go$
the habit of sitting there and waiting,
but should feel very sorry if he had ine
commaoded the lecturer

The happiest translation of preseng
day humor which Mr. Glass, the preseng
representative, can recall at the Pond
bureau, situated now in the Metropolitan
Tower Building, is to explain that the
popular lecture of  John Kendrick
Bangs, “Salubrities 1 Have Met,” was
originally written “Celebrities [ Have
Met,® but that a printer had been ree
sponsible for the error, which had proved
the contention of many le¢ture managers
that a happy title is more than half the
battle

DEEP IN THE SUBJECT.

the heart lead came through his partner .
instead of up to ham
Apart from his <ix trumps and his out-
side ace the dealer conid not have made
another 1rick in hearts. so that a declar-
ation of aven in hesrvic went down
Had 1l urth plaver ar anv table imnade
thoe i Yid he conld have made
irds on the hand instead of
bexe v table in the

W

neo trur
three b
losing 0 pena
room missed this chanoe

I hand No 10 there were three diferent
declarations, and the reason the two no
‘rumps suceseded 10 cne case and Jost
in another was due *o the third hand’s
blockinge or unblocking his partner’s su!
e in hamonds failled through
bad play in exhaustuing the trumps with
no st 'y make after thevy were gone,
nsteard of irating them on a cross
ruff. which wasx easily possible

No i1 was a peculiar example of want
of Jjudgmen: on both sides. The dealer
started with one no trump. holding a
twice gunarded king in one sait, ace, king

T

sl

in another, ace, queen, ten i another |
and ace, jack i the fourth. Second
plaver bid three clubs, overlooking the

fact that there % no necossity to show a
st when von have the lead voursell
third plaver, holding <ix small hearts to
a bust bid two inx hearis,

When it got around 1o the dealer, who
had three honors in hearts and two honors
in clubs, he let his partner's heart bid
stand instead of going back to no tramps,
1 declararion succeeded

. 21 and 0, when the cards
were good for a0 and 20 ar no trumps

This first tournament at aunction bridge
proves) three things, apparently, which
may bave a targe mftuence on the future
of the game:

® There sheuld evidently he a 'arge
premoam for winning the game in order
1o offset the tempration to play for enal-
instead of tur trick poants. This
onlv anotber variation of the old troubls

Ties -

f
ONE OF THE EIGHTH AVENLE HORSE CARS OL.D NEW YORKERS ARE REC ALLING.

XF Ferl1 A I w.'s.v
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" Club, whether you save two or three

|was, 1 must say, charming.

with tha honors at straight bridge in
duplicate, but if something is not done
1o e ualize matiers there should ba two
separate prizes, one for the plavers with
the most trick points and one for those
with the most penalties to their eredit

2 The losses of each partnership should
be deducted from their winmngs, in order
to prevent reckless taking of chances to
make something when there s nothing
1o lose on your own score. The modern
method of playing bridge tournaments
is for each plaver to keep what he or she
gets, deducting nothing for the poingts
made by the opponents. This s simple,
and attractive, but it is unsound

3 The play of the hands has lesa to do
with the resalt then in any other game of
cards known The outcome is practically
sottiedd by the bidding  That is to say,
it does not appear to matter judging from.
the results of the tournament at the Lotos
ks
in the hand or not, the important thing*
bLeing to settle the hasts on which it is to
be plaved and by whom

If vou are plaving to win three in dia-
monds, when the other side should be
playing to win three in hearts, vour trick
or t* o extra are  orth 8 points apiece,
It is your bidding down the heart deolara-
tion that has saved you 32 in tricks and

"the game, which wotld have | cen sco

agrinst vou, with 40 in honors. That |
» difference of 160 points, entirely due to
the bidding, which no play of the cards

' could approach

There 18 just one more point that is
interesting.  In not a single hand is the
winning declaration o black suit, and n
no trump surt sid a single trick bid get the
play This leads 1o the interssting ques-
tion of the proportiem of red wiits Inde,
thar fail; as compared to the seane number
of no trumps bids. Time will probably
vettle that

Sealing a Mine.
From the Atlentic Monthly.,

brilliancy of the clear autumn
was dimming in the first {aint light

The

ght

"

Jof the dawn when the work of sealing

the ehafts ! an.

Up into the cloudiesa

[wkv, through the tangled steel work of

the ple. a tall tower of black smoke
o feet high poured up into the still aie
and faded 11to the dawn,

In two Lours the black pits were cov-
credd, tirst with a layer of rails and then
on this was laid a solid bed of concrete;
and two hours later only a few thin wispe.
of smoke that poured up through oracks
along the edges of the great seal, like
sieam beneath the lid of a tea kettle,
told of the inferno that was seething in
mine 400 feet below With the air
cut off and the shaft sealed, the fire could
live only s long an sufficient ox
retnained to (m-dkvhn flames, Y
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Ol Glass In Fashion.

From the Gentlewoman,
Old glass seems coming into fashion
bv way of decoration for the dinner table,

"1 dined the other night with some peopla

of taste whose beautifully polished dinner
table of old mahogany was entirely decs-
rated with antique glass, even to the
central candelabra and the four candle-
sticks, one at cither cofner.

The effect, with plenty of white lowers,
It is curi-
ous, though, that what was mnothing
accounted of in one generation becomes
a craze in the next., Lady Dorothy
Nevill in her latest book of reminiscences
remarks on the modern oraze for old glass
and how some specimens formerly used
in the most ordinary way at public housag
are now eagerly sought alter by collectors.
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