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Germany, Russia and the Triple
Entente,

The story of a Russo-Corman agree-

ment about Persia, published in a Lon-

don paper Friday, scems to be a belated

wcho of rumors that troublidd the con- |

tinental capitals in the latter part of
December, The German has
made a concerted effort 1o exaggerate
the importance of the recent meeting
of the Czar and Kaiser, and has tried-

|ress

to construe the statement of Chancellor |
VON BETHMANS-HOLLWEG in the Reichs |

tag on Germany's foreign relations into
a declavation that the Triple Fntente
had been weakened and that Germany
and Russia had drawn moch
together,  The words of the Chancellor
on which stross was laid wore:

The result that ealls for mention of this inter
view Is that Russia and Ge
undertake noenterprise agaln

st each other.™
This hardly war
tion of a closer relation: ingleed, on a
strict interpretation it might be re-
garded as excluding that iden
As regards Persia, both the Chaneel-
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Emperors and the German Chanoellnr‘n‘ror scientific colonization. His first is
spoech is the conclusion that no change | that a port should be tound on the
of alignment whatever has taken place. | coast “nearest to any elevated region
Russia remaing just as faithful to her or mountain, if possible having an al-
lallins of the Triple Entente as at any time | titude of 0,000 feet or more under the
[wince the three Powers came together. | equator, or less to the north or sonth
But it is generally believed the relations | by 300 feet per degree of latitude”
between Russian and  Germany  have There must of course be a temporary
| been rendered much more cordial, they { base on the coast, but he would restrict

|

(have been restored to something like ! sottloment “to the barest requireiments |

| tions of limited means,” a euphemism

closer |

| Al 3 i e
an what they were before Austria’s Bosuian | for reaching these nplands.,
i o0 Ladventure and the Kaiser's backing of | nates the river as an essential:

it caused a somewhat pronounced conls ,
!

nes<, It js unnecessary to  point out

how different this renewal of amicable |
[ relations is from a political alliance, and |
how little it involves a breach of exist-
ing alliances in anv other direction,

S s

Atlee Pomerene.

With the Cleveland Ploin Dealer weo
agres that the Hon, ATLEE POMERENFE
“as the first Oliio Democrat to enter the
Senate for many vears will be an object
of national interest.” The personality
of Mr. POMERENE i8 rather elusive, and
we are grateful for the few partienlars
about him that we have been able to
pick up, Like a great many members
of Congress, he was “born on a farm,”
#o that he began life with an advantage
over his fellows in urban communities,
{and this was enhanced by “the priva-

| for poverty.

| Mr. PoMERENE prepared for Prince-
| ton in the Berlin, Ohio, publie schools.
{He was too slight of physique and too
| meditative to win heroism on the foot-
ball field, and in other sports he did not
excel, so that Princeton, which he left
with a degree in 1884, must long ago
[ have forgotten him. His annals up to
[ the time of his election as prosecutor of
| Starke county- he settled in Canton

| were short and simple, “the privations
of  limited  means” continning, Mr,
POMERENE'S habits were exemplary,
'He never used tobaceo in any form. and
| he was strictly abstemious, which makes
{ his rapid rise in Ohio public life unac- |
countable. His affiliations seem to

]!'ﬂ' consts, mostly neglected as possible bhase

have been with the radical element of
the Democracy.  Toam JOHNSON was his |
sponsor, mentor and  backer, and

ja public man to his face, admired Mr. |

didate for Governor, a'thongh he l:mlf
"Ield no office but that of prosecuting |

He elimi-

" Tewlll be found that generally there oa
of high peninsula abutting on or projeciing
tUmes far out 1o sea where a watershed ruo- o
to the ocean between 1Wo rivers, ‘This
the case with Cameroons Mountaln
the ocean terminns of the watershed between thn
Calabar and Sennaca rlvers. There are plenty of
other such watershed terminl all along the tropl

e
e
Is notabil

which miarks

because mariners have almed at the estuarles,
while really these promontorfes often form ram
parts for the best harbors, ‘The promontorles
are also usually the nearest natural seaports for
the bighlands from which they extend. ‘Ihere 15
one splendld example of the applleation of this
principle, where the I'rench has
bullt a ety at
Senegal. and practically on exactly such an lleal
watershed terminus as that deseribed. Dakar I8
the finest, healthlest and most successful port in
West Africa, and Is a shining example of the appli
cation of this ldea

The hinterland of Sierra Teone and
Liberia, the Cameroons, Belgian Congo,
Angola and Mashonaland provide such
elevated tracts for colony bases, Mr,

Government

VERNER in adding western South Amer- |

ica to the list forgets that good harbors
are rare on the Pacific coast. A tem-
porary base having been established,
“build a preliminary rapid transit line
from the port to the colony,” he sayvs,
Building railroads in tropical lowlands

is an unhealthy business, but with mod- !

ern constriuctive methods rapid progress
is possible,

The “most woful mistakes” hate
been made in not providing fresh food
for the men enguged in opening up a
new  country. “Immigrants into  Li-
beria,” gaye Mr. VERNER, “have almost
starved to death in one of the richest
agricultural regions in the world,
I saw with my own eves.” The lack of

L proper food supply “almost stopped
nany have decided to | 8ecret Iy Mr. Bryax, who never praisces | the Benguela l'llil\\'ll_\'. " An area of | Vst of 2200 dealers which had been compiled

land, it is urged, should he cleargd at

ants the constrye- | POMERENE,  In 1008 there was a strong | Once by the colonizers and the ground
fand mysterions movement to make  Prepared for eultivation of foodstuffs, | judegment also directed an accounting of
\TLEE POMERENE the Democratic can- | With machine saws, stump pullers, | the profits realized hy the defendanta and

steam plonghs, large disk turn ploughs,
a suflicient area can soon be made avail-

lor's gpeech and the versions printed | dtoerney of Starke.  To most people in | able for seeding.  For the support of

in the best informed newspapers indi-  the State his was only a name that stg- | 10.000 laborers 3,000 acres of land should
' t & A

cated that Germany rather than Prossia gested some fragrant and luscious trop= be I’l""“‘d in corn, peas, bananas and

wiag in the mood of concession.  The
Kaiger is said to have assured the Cear

that he would keep his hands oft Persia,

interfering in no way with the plans of | second place on the Harmon ticket. No ! ::j:‘(!::;?g]l(:'::?lrtﬂ:;::“t it o
< . ‘

Russin and England, so lone as equal

economic opportunity was granted to|

Germans in the land of the Shah, This
may unquestionably be regarded as a
bid for Russian friendship, but it is no
aort of evidence of detachment of Russia
from her allies,  However, it so fell
out that at the veryv time when the Ger-
MmN Press was making the most of the
oceasion to create bad blood between
France, Russia and Fugland, one or
two other incidents helped to excite
suspicion. One of these was the an-
nouncement that Russia was practically
abandoning her fortresses in Poland
along the German frontier and with-
drawing her Fifth Army Corps from that
lineof defence tosome nunspecified region
of the interior,  This was taken at once,
by those who were eager <o to regard it,
as a demonstration of contidence in Ger-
many, a sort of disarmament of cour-
tesy. A sceond incident was the an-
nouncement by the Noroe Vieemya of St,
Patersburg that the Russian naval an-
thorities had resolved to buy the armor
plate for the new warships from German
steel works,

The abandonment of the Polish for-
tresses and retirement of the Fifth corps
was, it appears, purely a strategic pre-
caution. Having lost Ler old navy in
the war with Japan, and her new one
being still sgome years off, Russia feared
that her advanced posis on the German
frontier might become the uh_wl-rs of o
turning or enveloping rmovement by tha
German forces by land and sea in cise
of war.  She has no fleet either to defend
her own Baltic coast or to make such
demonstrations against Memel, Dantzig

ical fruit.  But he was already ripe for |
public service, and missing the (im--j
fernorship had to ba content with the

| gooner was the Legislature known to be
Democratic on the face of the returns
| last November than ATLEE POMERENE
I became a candidate for Senator. Gov-
ternor HARMOX geems to have thrown
his influence to his associate in office,
conciliating, whether with craft or not,
the radicals of the party. But we shall
always think the alluring quaintness |
{and euphony of Mr. POMERENE'S full |
name had a good deal to do with his
selection by the caucws. Ope Democrat
{after another succumbed to the temp-
| tation to call out “ATLEE POMERENE” in
| a clear and high voice.

[ Mr. POMERENE was asleep at a local
| hotel when nominated. It was late and
he was spent with canvassing, Awak-
ened with the news of victory, “his eves
| were clouded with tears.” ATLEE PoME-
| RENE i8 distinetly emotional. Thewp is
[ much testimony of flowing ducta, One
lopponent. after another approached
‘him with  congratulations agd “the
tears rushed to his sight.” Hurried to
the caucus room in a flvingewedge of
ladmirersy ATLEE POMERENE ascended
the speaker's dais for the conventional
purpose.  “Tears coursad down his
cheoks” as he returned thanks to the
| Democrats of the General Assembly.
IMr. POMERFNE is 47, and his face is full
of sensibility, Clean shaven, high and
;rullu'r bulbous browed, with a large,
|speaking evo apd an air of simplicity
pand goodness pleasant to behold, he is
~as different from the late ALLEN G,

Tnersmay, the furrowed and bearded |
,old bandanna statesman, as can be |
| imagined,  Apparently the Hon. ATLEE |
| PoMERENF belongs to the naw school of !

garden truck, and the foruge used to |

raise cattle, goats and fowls. “1 have
tried the system,” says this advocate of
“and it was so

ruin neighboring enterprises by draw-
ing all their labor awav.” The usual
method is to import food at a tremen-
dous cost,

Sanitary engineering must accom-
pany every step of development; that
i8 to say, a pure water supply is to be
obtained, sewage disposed of, insect
harboring bush and grass burned, a
hospital built, and houses suited to life
in the tropics provided for everyhody
employed in the enterprise, both at the
temporary base and at the main colony
base at the high elevation. Means of
recreation are not to be neglected. In
the tropica exercise is almost a8 noces-
sary as in the temperato zone, “The
most efficient official 1 ever knew in
Africa, one who has held his post for
twenty vears in a very trying position,”
says Mr. VERNER, “has probably played
10,000 games of tonnis in that time.*
Therefore, there should be a gvinnasinm
at the hill colony and a field for sport s,

No trading establishment, residence,
store or factory below the safety line is
another rule of scientific colonization.
The main base above the safety line
being established, automobile or trac-
tion roads are to be built as accessories
to the railroad, and spur lines run down
to watershed rivers, There should bo
supervision of forest clearing to assure
an adequate supply of timber and to
conserve rainfall. In all governmental
schemes land 3ught. to be reserved at
low cost to individual colonists, In the
French Congo this is done; in the Bel-
gian Congo it is not. The French pos-
sessions in the upper Niger have been

1 " P2 H " : |
(#and other German posts as would make | Pemocratic politicians, and time alone | developed on such a plan as Mr, Vin-
it unsafe for a German column to op- | ©an tell the auality of his service, Wo | xER's from the West Coast at Dakar,

[

erate to the southward using them as |

shall listen to the first notes he ]""l'h#

bagesof supplies. Ofthe Novoe Veemya's | with a kindly but a eritical car, ‘
statement about the armor plate no | o ————
satisfactory explanation has vet been !'l'h"

made, and the French newspapors sim- | Colony.,

ply refuse to believe it. ‘Thus, the Peted
Journal of Paris sayvs:

“Our metallurgical Industry Is up to the level
of any task, and looking at the question merely
from the economle polnt of view we think that |t
the Russian Marine Is obliged to have recourse to
any forelgn Industry, ours, other
equal, will have the preference.”

things being

At the very time when the German
press was busiest and these elements of
doubt were being canvassed, a some-
whatimportant ineident was taking placo
in Paris, On December 17 AL 1SVOLSKY,
the former Russiun Minister of Foreign
Affairs, was received as Ambassador
at the Ely Palace by President
FALLIERES., U nder the formal expres-
sions of amity the French newspapers
found a display of sincere feeling both
unusuul and reassuring.  In his speech
M. ISVOLSKY spoke o the “sincers and
invariable friendship™ which his angust
sovereign bore to France and Ler, Presi-
dent. He went on:

“In calling me to the dissingulshed Lonor of
representing hlm near the Government of | ynep,
friend and ally, his Majesty delened 1o cninin on
me the devotlon of all my cares 1o tpe 10y,
nance and the constant eonsolldation of 1he b s
w0 elose, which unite France and Hiussia nn o
sepve not only as a protection to the interea. py
two countiries but also asa preelous yage for g
conservation of general peace.”

Naturally President FALLIERES rolied
in the game strain; he spoke of the chowee
of M. ISVOLSKY as in itself a proof of
friendship, his  personal inclination
wward France having been  demon-
sirated during his career as lorvign
Minister. The exchangeof talk after the
set speechos wis unusually cordial,

The net result of the month of reap-
praisement of the international situa-
tion which succeeded the meeting of the

hich

i Mr, 8. P. VERNER, a pioneer and ex-
plorer in the Belgian Congo, has written
[an excellent paper upon scientific colo-
| nization, the substance of which is pub-
lished in the Bulletin of the American
Geographical Society. Tho keynote of
the plan he presents is struck in these
quaint and suggestive lines of doggerel:
“ Beware beware of the Bight of Ben!n,
For one that comes out there's ten that went In
There are still prolific regions on the
eurth’s surface unoccupied except by
savages, and there is therefore a good
deal of colonizing to be done. Often
in the past it has been done badly ; many
human lives and vast sums of money
have been lost by selecting unhealthful
and unpropitious bases of operation.
In the early days of discovery, when
methods of transportation were primi-
tive and hygiene had no significance,
coloni®ation began usually with a settle-
ment at the mouth of a river, on land
low and often miasmatic. There the
hase was established and there men died
like flies; the colony languished, and not
infrequently it was abandoned. *“The
canse of most of the initial misery in
Africa, as well as in Central and most
ol South America,” says Mr, VERNER,
was that the early setilements were
deathtraps. * * * At the mouths
{of every ana of the African and South
American rivers there has grown up a
Cpest Bolel™ I is true that sanitation
s converted some of the pest holes
ln to places where white men ean live
| e ure from vellow fever, but malaria
| takes its toll still, and the untempered
(heat is enervating, with the result that
capital is slow to respond to demands
upon it, and development lags.
Mr, VERNER lays down several rules

o ——d T
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and the result is “a standing object
less&n  in colonial  development.” It
does not detract from the value of this

forced to get into the hinterland by the
back door because the English held the
lower Niger,

Scientific colonization as a term is of
cougse syvnonymons  with maodern co)-
onization. It belongs to a day of elec-
tricity, steamn drills, dynamite, labor
saving devices, machinery for clearing
ground and enltivating the soil, sanita-
tion and hyoiene, and concentration of
capital. This is an inventive and scien-
tific age, and nothing need be done
badly or wasted, It is true Mr, VEgr-
NER'S system is proposed for groat en-
terprises, but on a reduced seale it can
be adapted to maodest schemes of colo-
nization,

S ———

It is likely that the well defined plan
already under discussion which provides
for the removal from the hall of the Hotse
of Represemtatives of the desks that are
now used by the membere will he oon-
siderably advanced hy the nesd for more
room growing ovt of the inerease in the
number of  Representatives, The new
office Luilding provides facilities for the
transaction of clerienl work and (he
handling of correspondence, w0 that no
greal inconvenience on this score wonll
he cansed by taking ont the desks,  Wih
the ha!l of the Honse so rearranged us 1o
bring the members closer tageiher (e-
bate would be male easior, the acoustic
properties of the roo might he imiproved,
und orators would have o better chanee
of commanding the attention of (heir
colleagues,

Baltimore seems to have the oldest
skater who plays truant on the iee, He
in Mr. Grorar Epwarn Woonwarp, 78,
He has used the same skites for sixty-four
years and “eats bivds and ammais in a
wity tomake one marvel pt his cleverness,®
Mr. WOODWARD seems to be incorrigible,
According to his wife:

" GEOROE ls pot dolng anyibing ihese days

L -

e LR LSS

CTHE

Dakar, below the mouth of the |

This |

MONDAY, JAN U\'

Iunlen It 1s his skating. 1 think he Is getting too
old, but he thinks not, and says he can skl over
the holes and weak places.”

GEORGE stays out on the ioe long after
dark, with the tails of his red muffler fly-

[Ing in the wind as he races along with
bhoya sixty veara and more his juniors,

| We should liketo know if Mr. WOODWARND'S
match can be found in the icier North or

lin Canada, the land of accomplished
hockey plavers,

9 1911.

THE LIQUOR QUESTION
MAINE.

Avouata, Me, Jan. 7.--Tweniy-eight
veara ago Frederick Robie, then Governor
of Maine, Iin his inaugural address pro-
nounced in favor of a proposition to make
| the atatutory prohibition of the mannfae-
i ture and sale of intoxicating liquors, com-
monly known as “the Maine law,” a part of
the organic law of (he State, and recom-
mended to the Legislature that the propo-

IN

Further-

In Kansas, according to Auditor JAMes
(MLONATION, “thousands of dollars are |
wasted every year in printing reports
and documents that have no value, and
in (|It|-|ir'.‘|1inu rejorts of State officers.” |
Nobody has over had the conrage to cal-
culnte how much money i misspent and
thrown away in the Government Printing

Office at Washington.

or Goon wWiLL.

An important decision by the Court of
Appenls defining the rights of a person who
 has bought his partner's share of the good
| Will of their husiness was handed down in the
lense of Von liremen & Asche va, MacMon-
(nies & Von Elin, in which the court decides
Lthat when thete has been a voluntary sale
of the good will of a copartnership by two
members to a third, and the retiring mem-
Elmr* then set up n similar businegs of their
lown, they are not at Liborty thereafter to
solicit the customers of the former firm. and
an injunction mayv be issued restraining
them from inteifering with a part of what
they have already sold
Von Bremen, MacMonnies and Von Elm
(entered into a copartnership W 1004 in the
businesa of importing and eelling certain
particles, and by the terma of the agreement
the partnership was to continue until April
a0, 190900 In Febroary, 1900, MacMonnies
and Von Elm =ola to Von Bremen “all their
|right, title and interest in all the asseta,
'lruml will, trade marks and other property
{of every name and nature” of the copart-
nership, tor which they received $44.000,
| which was #1500 more than the book value
of the property transferred. There was no |
specific valuation of the good will Von
| Bremen took Asche into partnership under
the name of Von Hremen, Asche & Co.,
[and not long afterward tha defendants
|formed a partnership as MacMonnies &
{Von Elm for a similar business, Competi-
| tion arose between the irms which plain-
[ e contended had a tendency to lessen
jor desiroy the good will of the business
[which had been transferred by the defend-
fuh‘«
| The trial court granted a part but not the

SLE

t whole of the relief prayved for, and enjoined
the defendante from using the old cable
name “MacMonniea™: from using a trade

| by the old firm, and from using labeis, trade
Imarks, tins and packages that were con-
| trolled by the old firm. The interlocutory

can assessment of the damages sustained.
"The plaintifs appealed and the Appellate
Division gave them additional relief, but
#till not as much as was asked for, nlthough
| the injunction was extended to restrain the
defendants from soliciting the agency for
tarticles of which the old firm had the ex-
clusive agency and from solic iting orders
for goods packed under special labels or
Lbrands. One member of the Appellate
| Divigion thought the defendants should
| be restrained from soliciting the old cus-
Ctomers, but a majority of the court ruled
against it. The question that went to the
Court of Appeals was whether the injunce
tion should be thus extended

Judge Bartlett, whowrites the Court of
Appeals opinion, says that to answer the
fquestion makes it necessary to inquire what
restraints the law imposes upon the assignor
of the good will of a hbusiness who does so
voluntarily and not as the result of bank-
jruptey proceedings or under like compul-
!ston. Hb says that of the noteworthy defi-
| nitons of good will shably the narrowest
| is that of Lord Eldon™who in 1810 defined it
| a8 “the probability that the old customers

eition he submitied to the people )
more, he expressed the opinion that conati-
tutional prohibition “would have the effect
of keeping the question to a considerable
extent, if not entirely, out of politica "

The legislature, which was strongly
Republican, shortly afferward passed a
resolve in accordance with the Governor's
recommendation, and at the regular Ntate
election held on September R, 1844, the peo-
ple ratified the proposed amendment by
A Vote of 70,753 to 23,811, about 50,000 quali-
flad voters not voting either way. That
was the beginning of constitutional pro-
hibition in Maine and in the United States,
In 1883 the same Governor Robie in his
second inaugural addresa complimented
the people upon their enlightened action
and declared that “prohibition is no longer
a question for a political campaign: it is for-
ever settled, and cannot be changed until
the people give their consent.”

Hut neither Governor Rohia's opinion ax-
pressed in 1883 nor his confldent declaration
made in 1885 was right. Conatitutional pro-
hibition has not kept the queation, to any
considerable extant, out of politics, or pre-
vented it from being a disturbing and de-
moralizing factor in political eampaigns.
Twice the effort has been made in the Legia-
lature 1o have the amendment, which is
known as the Fifth Amendment to tha Con-
stitution, resybmitted to the people, bur
the Republican leaders have stood pat and
prevented action.

Two years ago, after the Democrata had
made an aggressive fight for resubmission
and increased their representation in the
Legislature by ro doing, a resubmission re-
solve was overwhelmingly defeated in both
branches, in the Senate by A vote of 22 to
7. one Democrat voting with the Republi-
cans, and in the House by 03 to 52, two Re-
publicana voting with the Demoerats, This
vear the Democrata made another hard
fight for resubmission, every candidate for
Henate or House atanding squarely on the
platform. They carried the State, and for
the first time in more than fifty years cap-
tured both branches of the Legislature.
Their victory was doubtless due to a num-
ber of causes, but it is only reasonable to
assume that the growing sentiment in favor
of some sort of change in liquor legislation
had a good deal to do with it. .

That the Democrats in the Legislature
will do their utmost to carry out the pledge
of the party goes without saying, but that
they will come much nearer winning than
they did last year is not indicated by a care-
ful canvass of the situation. It requires a
two-thirds majority in each branch of the
Legislature to resubmit an amendment to
the Constitution, but once resubmitted a
majority vote at the polls decides its fate.
It is possible that resubmission will be fav-
ored by the present Senate, as the I)amo-l
crats have twenty-two of the thirty-one
Senators, or just the number required, but
among their number is one man who voted
with the Republicans two vears ago and
may do go again, being a strong prohibition-
ist. 1t is said by some of his colleagues,
however, that while believing in the prin-
ciple of prohibition and in a prohibitory
law, he has intimated that this time he will
support tha resolve to resubmit the consti-
tutional amendment tothe people.

It is in the House that the resubmission-
ista are likely to run against a serious snag.
That body consists of 151 members, and of
thesa eighty-seven are Democrats and
gixty-four Republicans. Assuming that all
of tha Democratic members may be counted
upon to vote for resubmission, there would
still be a shortage of fourteen votes, as 101
are requirad to give the resolve a passage.

lof tha best talent.

and in 1885 he first brought forward the
prohibition idea. Dow was then chief of
the Portland Volunteer Fire De t,
a foroe of 700 men, and Including the flower
of Portland youth. The firat Aremen’s din-
ner to he given in Portland without liquors
being served was given by the Deluge Hand
‘Pib about this time, the persuasive elo-
quence of Neal Dow having hrought about
the change, althonugh there came near being
a riot. The first law Dow got through the
lLegislature was “an act to ferret out and
suppress the grop shops.” It was passed
in 1440 and promptly vetosd hy Governor
Dana It was a prohibitory law, but mild
in comparigon with the law as it standa fo-
day, a perfect crazy quilt of a law, with it
pixty or more amendments

If Neal Dow were alive to-day he wonld he
107 vears old. He died in %97, hut his =onl
goes marching on, and i the little country
towns throughout the State his name is siill
one to conjure with. HIis memory is hon-
ored in Maine’s chief city, where in early
dava he had a checkered political career
and where one of his administriations as
Mayor started an anti-prohibition agita-
tion which ended in a riot and the death of
a number of persona. It will be no easy
task to turn Maina fram prohibition, but the
trond of sentiment is in that direction, and
gooner or later, from one cause and another,
all that Neal ow builded will be laid low.

THE DRAMATIC ART,

Suggestions for It Improvement
American Theatres,

To tag Epitor or THE Svx- Sir: A
week ago | saw the porformance of “Madama
X* given by Barah Bernhardt and her su-
perb company. Every role, from the moat
insignificant to the most Important, was
ideally rendered. What a delight to see
this harmonious ensemble with every scene
and eituation made the most of! How
finished and complete each character study,
each part standing out and giving the right
contrasting color to the other!

Why is it that nearly all French plays
are so finely Interpreted and finely acted,
and why Is it otherwise in this couniry?
Why are good plays like “The Foollsh Vir-
gin” butchered here when they have such
A great success abroad? Why is it that an
actor or actresa as soon as he or sha givea

romise of a little talent is made A atar?

& there too little good talent to go around?
If 8o, what is the reason?

The answer s, “Where are our dramatic
achools?” 1s it not time to found a proper
fnatitution for bettering this unfortunate
situation? We have the best schools in
sculpture, painting, architacture and music
Why not have them also in this kindred
histrionlo art? Architects, memr" meulp-
tora and mugicians 10 ahroad to get the hast
there is, and bring it to this country, sstab-
lishing seats of learning with the best ideas
from the other side.

The New Theatre might have done this.
Instead of starting out with a large, expen-
sive playhouse, would it not have bheen bet-
ter to have constructed a small and less pre-
tentious atructure, with a fine school in
connection with it, placing at its head some
prominent Frenchman who was imhned
with the hest traditions of tha French ntmka.'
We have done this in architecture, M.
Depradelles, a winner of the Grand Prix
in architecture, is at tha Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology. Llovd Warren has
establishead the Beaux Arts sysatem of train-
ing in this country, which has done wonders
for the educational movement in architec-
ture. He has also n the means of secur-
ing many scholarships given by prominent
men for students who have shown their
efMiciency in producing the best “projacts
in the school axaminations here, hesna
acholarshipa entitla the holders to study
at the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris for a
number of years.

This same system of scholarship could
be enacted in connection with a goond dra-
matic school in this country to allow the
young actor to take as it were, a post grad-
uate coursa at tha best dramatie school in
Paria, and at the sama time steep himself
in an artistic atmosphera of the Comédie
Francaise and other fine playhouses, and it
ia to tha New Theatra we ghould look to
make a start in the right direction by es-
tablishing such a achool, with travelling
scholarshipa for students who give promise

HARRY JACOBS,

In

NEw Yonrk, January 7.

Food for the Poor of Cleveland.

| Saveral newspapers have attempted to poll
the membera-elect of the Senate and Housa
to ascertain their views on resubmisaion,

,vrill resort to the old plare.” One of the
broadest was suggested by Viee-Chancellor
Page-Wood in 1850, when he declared that

I good will included “all that good disposition
which customers entertain toward the house

‘nf business identified by the particular
name or firm and which may induce them
l'to continue giving their enstom to it,” and
| meain, “Good will must mean either advan-
!tage ®* * * that has been acquired by
| the old firm in carrying on its business,
twhether connected with the premises in
which the business was previously carried

on, or with th® name of the late irm, or
with any other matter carrying with it the

henefit of the busipess

Judge Bartlett savs that the question
which has given most trouble to the courts
has related to the right of the vendor of
the good will to solicit business from the
customers of the old firm.  In Eneland the
controversy extends from Labouchere vs.

{ Dawson, decided in 1872 by Lord Romilly,

| Master of the Rolls, to Treeo vs. Hunt,

! decided by the House of Lords in 1805, The
first case was the saale of a brewery husiners

Jupnu the death of one of two partners,
| where the surviving partner went into
| business for himself and contended that he

| could solicit orders ffom the old customers
hecause there was no stipulation to prevent
him from doing so. Lord Romillylecided
that he could not lawfully apply to any
cnstomer of the old firm, cither personally
by a traveller or privately by letter, to ask
the customer to deal with him an¥ not
with the plaintifs. Another Master of the
Rolls, 8ir George Jessel, laid down the same
| rule in 1880, but went further and said he
| was willing to hold that assiknor of the good
| will could not even deal with the customers
jof the old firm if they came 1o him unso-

| lieited; and he earried this view into law in a

Sclentific Way to Found allesson that the French literally were | subsequent case, Leggott va. Barrett, but

the Court of Appeal vacated that part of the
injunction.  Shortly afterward the same
court held that the doctrine of Labouchere
va. Dawson did not apply in cases of come
pulsory alienation.

I'he decision of the House of Lords in
I'Mgo va. Hunt was that the sale of the good
will of n business, even when the vendor
homsell 1s a party to the contract, does not
nnpose upon him any obliggtion to refrain
from carrying on a trade ol the same nature
as belore.  Lord Macnaghten in his opinion
in the case sald

A good man may not derogate from his own
grant; the vendor is not at lberty to destroy or
depreciate the thing which he has sold; there Is
an implled covenant in the sale of good will that
the vendor does not solicit the custom he has
parted with; it wouid be a fraud on the contract
to do so.  These, It seems o me, are only differ.
ent terins and glimpses of a proposition which 1
take 1o be elementary It Is not rlght 10 profess
and to purport to sell that which you do not mean
the purchaser to have: it Is not an honest thing
W pocket the price and then try to recaplure the
subject of sale; to decoy It away or call it back
hefore the purchaser has had time to ateh It
to himsell and make [t his very own

Judge Bartlett says that the conurts of
high repute in this country have adopted
the same view as the House of Lords in
Trego va, Hunt as to the right of a voluntary
assignor of the good will of a business 1o
aolicit from the old customers I obtains
in Massachusetts, New Jersey, Michigan,
thode Tsinnd, Hlinois and  Pennsylvania,
whils Connectieit seems (o be the only Siate
where a court of last resort has held a con-
Judege Barilett sayvs that the
ride thus sanctioned in England and in so
muny Btates of the aion weets with (he
approval of the Court of Appeals of this
P atate, and the interlocatory jodgment is no-
cordingly extended 20 as 1o enjoin the da-
fendanis from soliciting the customers of
the old tirm.

trary view

The American Language,

Tornt FpitoRoF THE S0N \ gentleman
with an leeiandle name writes 1o I'HE SN about
‘the Ameriean  bangaage.’ | ocouldn’t under-
sturd him, but | gather that he bs very, very anery.
Does ne write the Amerlean 'snguage, | wonder?
It so please ask him to publish & grammar of I,
as 1t seems altogether different from Pnglish
and philologleally Interesting on aceount of the
Leelandle and Perslan Idloms, G, C,

New Yuns, January 7.

Sir

enough has been brought out to convince
the opponents of resnbmission that the re-
solve is in for another defeat. Deep down
in their hearta the Democratic leaders do
| not feel badly over the outlook, for the
reason that they belleve that another
knockout blow at resubmission will enable
them to tighten their hold on the State.
Evidently the time has come when thers
ia enough of Republican dissatisfaction
with prohibition to give the Democrats a
victory at the polls, but not enough to piece
out what the Democrats need to give a
two-thirds majority in each house for a re-
submission of the prohibitory amendment
! This will come about in time, however, as
tha only increase in Maine's population is
due to immigration of French Canadians,
(ireeks, Italians and Albanians, most of
whom have liberal ideas as to liquor legis-
lation and naturally gravitate toward the
Demaocratic party, which as a whole is out-
spoken and aggressive in favor of the over-
throw of prohibition and the substitution
of aither local option or Statewide license,

That the prohibition leaders do not intend
to be caught napping and permit the as-
sault on constitutional prohibition 1o be
successful if they can prevent it, is shown
by the fact they are organizing in all parts
of the State and keeping tabs on the legisla-
tors-elect. They fully expect to sidetrack
resnbmission, but if by any possibility they
fail in that, their plan is to fight the issue
at the polls in what it may safely be pre-
dicted will be the most pictureaque and
exciting political campaign in all of Maine's
history. The Civie League, the Anti-
saloon League, Good Templars, White Rib-
honers, tha W. (. T. U., the prohibition
element in the churches, all are preparing
for the battle roval that will surely take
place if by hook or by crook the resubmis-
sion resolve geta through the incoming
Legislature. Buch working prohibitionists
as Mrs. L. M. N, 8tevens, head of the W, (.
T. U'., and by many people regarded as the
real Republican boss, the Rev. H. N. Pringle,
chief of the Maine Civie League, and B, C.
Jordan, an unattached but vociferous
prohibition shouter, are in charge of the
prohibition forces and make no bones of
saying that if it comes to a fight at the polla
over constitutional resubmission they will
turn the Btate topay-turvy and give the
thousands of people who come to Maine for
their summer vacation a chance to wee what
a red hot fight against rum and the devil
is like.

But supposing that resubmission should
be carried at the polls, what then? Maine
would still be a prohibition State, and it
wduld continue to be until “the Maine law*®
was wiped off the statute books. It is quite
likely that there might be a triumph for the
resubmissionists followed by a victory for
the prohibitionista. Some people think this
in just what will happen, because of the
evident fact thut many voters are saying
there can be no harm in giving the present
generation an opporiunity to vote whether
or not prehibition shall remain a part of
the constitution, these same voters not
being ready (o go a step further and vote
prohibition out of the statute,

Visitors in Maine have been known to
wonder why it is that Maine people are so
stubborn in their adherence to the wrinciple
of prohibition, while their neighbors of
New Hampshire, Vermont and Massachu-
seltsareso much less inclined to favorsump-
tuary laws.  They should bear in mind that
it is not casy to teach an old dog new tricks.
Maine was the pioneer prohibltion State,
and for many years was the only one in the
United States. With the exception of two
years 1t has had a prohibitory law rince
1%32, when Governor John Hubbard, a
Pemocrat, and father of one of NewYork's
distinguished citizens, signed the first act
lknown as “the Maine law.” But Neal Dow,
the father of probitition, began a temper-
ance agitation, and to pave the way for a
prohibition crusade, as long ago as 1833,
In that vear Dow was a leader of the “Port=
land Young Men's Temperance Bociety,"
and largely hecauss of his efforts more than
1,30 persons signed the pledge in thres
vears, including the post Longfellow. In
1834 he took part in the firat Btate gathering
18 behalf of temperance ever held in Malgs,

in TRE SUN of December 27 K. C
| Cleveland made the statement that the publle
but although none of these pollsis complete |

To THE EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir; In a letter
Rodgers of

Christmas dinner formerly given by the Salva
tion Army in Cleveland had been disfontinued
at the raquest of the Cleveland Chamber of Com -
merce on the ground that such dinners were
“ungecessary, spectacular. and advertised abroad
the fact that there are poor people living here.”
Your correspondent quoted as his authority,
without, however, giving that authority, a story
which appeared In the Cleveland Press.

The Cleveland Chamber of Commeres did not
oppose a publle Christmas dinner on the ground
that such a dinner would advertise the fact that
there were poor people in Cleveland. The rec-
ords of this organization contaln ample evidence
of our constant purpose to discover and make
public conditions which reflect no credit on this
T|-Iu‘. thus preparing the way for efforts to remedy
| sitch conditions. In many such cases the evil
 condltlons have been pecullar to Cleveland. It

Is bhardly lkely. therefore, that we should be so
' foolish as to endeavor in any way to conceal the
exlstence of poverty in this community, a condl-
tlon which Is not by any means pecullar to Cleve -
land; nor, for that matter, Is the conditlon pecu-
larly aggravated In Clevelagd: the contrary
rather is true. As a matter of fact this organ-
{zatlon has encouraged and assisted the proper
distributipn of Christmas dinners by Cleveland
charitable organizations as well as the general
development of all worthy Cleveland charltles,
with the result that practically every needy family
recelves a Christmas dinner. and further the
general private and publle charitable work of
Cleveland Is as well organized and as sympathetie
and effective as that of any city of the country.

The Cleveland Chamber of Commerce several
years ago dld urge the Salvation Army to aban-
don the publie dinner and to substitute tha dis-
tribution of Christmas baskets, upon the well
recognized principle that the exploltation of the
poor through spectacular exhibitions of this
character (for all Cleveland was Invited to see
the poor people eat these Christmas dinners) s
detrimental to the self respect and well belng
of the poor themselves. The Army quite wili
Ingly acceded to this suggestion, and our com-
mittee nn benevolent associations galped the
impression that the oMeers of the Army agreed
that the basket dinner quletly distributed |s
better tflan the public dinner.

MuUNSON 1IAVENS Secretary,

CLEVELAND, January 7.

The Dominican Customs Recelvership,

General Clarence B Edwards, chief of the bu
reau of insular affalrs, says In his 1910 report:

"Customs revenue collected by the recelver-
ship during the Naual year was 82,876,076, or Ja2,-
413 less than in 1000,  From lis luception, April 1,
1803, to July a1, 1910, the recelvershlp has col-
lected and accounted for $18.55\839, distributed
i accordance with the terms of the modus
vivendl and the subsequent conventlon. After
segregation of operating expenses by the re-
celvership the supulated moutbly payments of
$100.000 to the fiscal agent In the Unlted States
for service of the loan have been remitted regu-
larf§ and promptly. as o preceding years, and
the balance of coliecUons remalning turned over
o the Dominlcan Government. ‘I'ne disburse-
ments covering the expenses of the recelvership
and the regular customs service amounted to
fonly) 4.77 per cent. of the total collectlons, though
5 per cent. Is allowable. During none of the five
years since Its consttution has thls margin (of
expense) been reached by the recelvership, and
a surplus has remained each year which has been
covered into the Dominican treasury. Weakened
purchasing power of consumers and some com
mercial distress atiendant upon unsausfactory
cacao and cofee crops and diminished prices of
tobacco In some Furopean'markets accountin part
for the decline In customs receipts.

*T'he new tariff legislation has been favorahly
recelved, and the outlook s encouraging for g
year of Increased busigess that should promote
a more general prosperity throughout the pe-
publie.”

The Dominican recelvership is a plece of Ameri-
can work, cleanly and cleverly done.

Development of the Growing Speech,

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN-Sir: Of course
ftls “foss.”  Why this “fuss”?  We of Massachy-
setts, long In the forefront of reform, have sealed
foss with our approval. Stormonth, forsooih
Beshrew Stormonth!  Shall not the usage of
Worcester and Webster govern? And where are
they but in Massachusetis?

Indeed, the more advanced of us wlready de
fine the phrase “confusing the Issues” by the verh
! obfossticate.” and among ourselves refer o
certaln oratorical Inflictions as “fosstigations.”

Can the foss of nature further go? Perhaps,
for there are whigpers that the great heart of
Massachusetls has seen a light and dubbed ft
“fossforng”| Couon

BOSION, Jamuary 1.

¢

THE KINGDOM OF (ORN,
ittt

WasninaToN, Jan. 7.—Offlcial reports
show that the corn fields of the I'nitaq
States in 1910 covered 114,000,000 acres,
some 178,000 square niles, about tha ares
of the elaven States of Ohio and narth
of the Virginiaa, say ® per cent. of France
or Germany. The product wasa pirolaly
nine-tentha of all the corn grown iy 14«
world. Ita farm value waa $1,500,x vy
The acreage planted has increased neary
40 per cent. in ten years; In 1000 it waq
R3,300,000 acres,

The yield was 8,125,713,000 bushele, 4y
average of 27.4 bushels to the acre, Tha
average crop of the preceding ten vearg
was twenty-six bushels. Commenting on
acreage yield in a recently issued offic iy
bulletin the bureau of plant industry gays
that twice twenty-six bushels an acra |3
fair crop, three times twenty-six bushelg jg
a good crop and four times that is fre.
quently produced. This ofeial publics-
tion opens with the statement that “jt 4
possible within afew yeara to double the
average production of corn an acre in the
United Statea and to accomplish it withoy
any increase in work or expense.” That is,
two bushels of corn being produced withoyt
inoreased cost where one bushel is now
produced the unit cost of production would
be reduced one-half. Farmers are in wida
disagresment regarding the cost of pro.
duction. There are farmers who insjst
that corn oannot be produced for |eg
than 40 cents a bushel, and there g4rq
others who declare that they are produe.
ing it at a cost of 20 cents a bushel.

Assuming 30 cents as a fair average and

assuming that the bureau of plant indis.
try knows its business, it appears that our
corn crop costa about $470,000,000 a year
more than it should, This is a good deg]
more than the sum quoted by Mr. Aldrich
an possibly to be saved by the Government
and also a good deal more than the sum
that Mr, Brandeis said could and should
be saved in railway operation. The bureay
adds that it is nst desirable to douhle the
present orop, but to produce the samea vield
on a smaller number of acres and with less
labor. It is asserted that progress is being
made in the direction of that eminently
desirable end, and the figures support the
assertion, although somewhat feebly. The
increase of 1,000,000,000 bushels in the crop
of 1010 over that of 1900 seems due rather
to increased acreage cultivated rather
than to increase in acreage yield.
There aro sections of the country that
are regarded as particularly euited to
corn cultivation, notably the middle Wes,
and the South. The northeastern corner
of the country is not included in the
specially favored sections, and the States
east of Ohio and north of the Virginias
produced last year a little less than 5 per
cent. of the total crop. It is, howaver,
to be noticed that the acreage yield in that
sectifh averaged 45.4 burhels as compared
with 30.1 in Illinois, 30.8 in Indiana, 38.5
in Ohio, 38.3 in Towa, 10 in Kansas, 206 in
Texas and 25.8 in Nebraska. There isalso
a wide variation in local prices. Thusthe
price on December 1, 1910, is reported as
71 cents in Maine, 70 cents in Massachu-
setts, 88 cents in Connecticut, 63 cents in
New York, 50 cents in Pennsylvania,
cents in Ohio, 40 cents in Indiana, 38 cents
in Illinnis, 38 cents in Iowa, 45 cents in
Kansas, 85 centa in Montana, $1.10 in
Arizona and 80 cents in California. The
price system is not at all clear. Theo-
retically it might be based on price at some
point or points of largest production plus
the cost of transportation toother markets,
but a review of the quotations suggests
the operation of other influences. The
average bushel price on the farm for the
entire crop of 1910 is given as 48.8 cents,
as compared with 50.6 cents in 1909, 804
cents in 1008, 51.6 cents in 1807 and 300
centa in 1008. The average for the ten
year period 1808 to 1006 inclusive was
37.1 cents, witha range from 21.5 cents in
1806 to 60.5 cents in 1001. The average
for the last five years is 52.1 cents, an
increase of 40 per cent, over the average
of the preceding ten years. In that fact
lies a broad explanation of the increased
cost of beef and various other commodi.
ties,

Very likely to a man the farmers ap-
prove those schemes for economies
amvounting to $300,000,000 a year in the
conduct of railways and the administra-
tion of the affairs of the nation. On the
testimony of a Government expert they
now produce one bushel of com where
with no more labor and no increased ex-
pense they should produce two and might
produce three, with a corresponding de-
crease in the unit cost of production, By
producing the 1910 crop of 8,125,718,000
bushels on 57,000,000 acres instead of us-
ing 114,000,000 acres they would release
57,000,000 acres that could be used for
pasturage or other productive purposes,
Their better attention to this matter
would increase their profits and reduce
materially the cost of living for the rest
of us. The tariff rate of 15 cents a bushel
on corn does not in any way affect consum-
ers and doea the farmer no more good than
does a snowstorm at the south pole.

Texas Widows.
From the Washington Herald.

“In the develpoment of the Southwest.” sald
. N, Stilwell of San Antonlo, Tex.. “which has
bLecn likened to the dramatie growth of the West,
women are playing a prominent part.

“To three Texas widows belongs much of the
credit for the greater growth of Sam Antonin,
and another Texas widow has done much to es-
tabllsh the onton Igdustry, which brought the
growers In her district, that of Laredo, more than
$1.000,000 in profits last year.

“These four widows it Is estimated are worth
at least $10,000,000, and they have been potential
factors In the growth of the city and rectlon.
Out of thelr fortunes they have constructed great
hotels and ofMee bulldings and perfected estates
that are rapidly growing In wealth,

“These four widows are Mrs. Rozena Gunter,
Mrs. G. Bedell Moore, Mrs, Ellzabeth Kampmann.
and the Texas onlon queen, Mrs. Fdwards Calla-
han Dodd. ‘They are all widows of wealthy cattie-
men, thelr husbands having died just prior to the
era of development that has been producing such
great results in both the clitles and country dls-
tricts of my State.” ’

Kingsnake Against Rattler.
Gireeley correspondence Denver Republican

That Weld county and eventually all Colorada
Is to be rid of ratticsnakes because a pair of king-
snakes wandered away from the mussum of the
State Normal Sechool and with thelr progeny
seitled down at Riverview, east of here, destrov
Ing all rattlespakes In that region, heretofors
infested with the reptiles, Is the opinlon of sclen-
tists,

Last summer W. E. Day of Riverview notice!
a new kind of snakes which Increased rapidly
In numbers. As these snakes became more plen
tiful rattiers disappeared, until not one of the
Iatter was seen there during the latter part of
the summer and fall,

Farly last mzlluvrn pair of kingsnakes, bronght
1o the State Ndrmal School by Professor Adams,
disappearcd, and 1t was supposed they had bee
killed, Instead It ls now certain that the wande!
ers travelled (o the Riverview country and settied
tuere to do thelr duty,

Japan to Raise Sheep.
From the Washington Herald.

Dr. loda Tanamura, dean of animal indus'@
of the University of Toklo, sald that the Japan~@
Giovernment has secured stocks of sheep lo ths
country for eaperimentation.

“Merds of goats and sheep have been sent from
the Unlted States to Japan." sald the doctor,
“for the usc of the Japaness Government in de
veloping stock ralsing. We ralse a few sheepin
Japan. but no goats, and our purpose now is W
gel luto the 1adUstry Lo & large ealenl, piosldlag
§4 proves profitable and feasible Ia our climate®




