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SOME NEW BOOKS.

CLAte of Belzac, I

Whoen M. Brune
upon his lotiy puek of impersosl and !
nbet M et leiem, comewhat disdamfulle |
rofumed ta o dmit that asquainiance with!
tooakhretad men's hiography has neces- |
warily rav viloe he showed excellont judge-
mant inselecting his illyst e tivessemph

' "
'th..' in spite of his aristocratic name he  or renderel him services

was not of noble birth. He only added
the nobilinry particle “de” in' 1530, In-

ttre, firmby planted Ideewl the father, whether at his owh ini-

tiative or his son's, was the first to employ

the “de”, and the father is shown by the |

registers to have boen the son of Bernard
Thomas Balssa, “laboureur,” or pessant
tarmer, in the provinee of Langueloe
I'he older Balzae not only change | his

“Whet do we know of the e of Shals e Dname from Balssa but acquired education
sperec,” ha says, “and ol the cireum=an i position and became a lawyer. He
viances n which ‘Hamlor o S0rhelln®was attached to the War Office when in

woa o produced?
wors bettar known to us 1=t
leved ond will it be serioush asserted
tha! our sdmiration tor on® or the other |
play would be agemented But he ap- |
Plied the 1ea g o wholly trary |nuu—i
ner to o pe v in ous vase, that i
of RBelzqe, oned exeused himsell for not |
undert o in lies of his distine
guighed felloy countryman, though he !
did writea =t dv ol him A= Mr. Frenp-
ErpcK Loaw ros remarks in his preface (o |
his Balsee irant Bichard, Lad | London;
Weapels & Hissell Co, New Yorky, where
this ditum; i the case of
wosnears the

If these circumstanees |
to b L

oy Wity @

he gnnies
)

paralively Hiidde to do with his'works, and |
vor we should be glod to learn more of |
tigis Nt le {
forent thet his novels are literally his life, |
rh his life is quite as full as” his books |
of*all that makes the good novel at unm‘l
profitable and agreeable to read.  In the
hellef that a person who 18 acquainted
with tha s rangely checkore | careerof the
euthor of the “Comédiv Humaine” 1= in a
beriar position to understand and appre-
ciate the different part= which constitute
it, Mr. Lawton has put into seqguence and
rhape the information gathered about
him. neerting such notice of the novels
&t their ‘relative

1797 he married the daughter of one of
his hierarchic chiofs, the director of the
*aris Hospitals, Laure Sallambier, thirty-
two years hia junior, He was a man out
of the common and united in himself the
Roman: the Gaul and the Goth, with their
corresponding attributes, boldness, pa-
tience and health. He had notions on
hygiene and wrote numerous pamphlets
on philanthropic and seientific questions
which are important because large traces
of his influence are found in his son's
books.  The mother was a woman of re-
markable vivacity of mind, great imag-
ination (which she bequeathed to her son,

writer's life had com- | declares the latter); and being exceedingly |

pilous, with a hias to mysticism, she pos-
sessed a libramy of hooks bearing on such

Fhe case of Bulzac was so dif- | doct rines which were read by her son and |

afterward utilized by him in his fietion
From the age of R to that of 11 the voung
Honoré was uninterruptedly at a school
at Venddme  “Louis Tambert™ is a slice
of autobiography. attempting also a por-
rrait ol the novelis' psychologically as
well as outwardly  during these vears;
and, all allowances being made for the
author's large vanity, there remains a
considerable substratum of truth in the
record At a very varly age he triad his
| hand on verse. which proved doggerel

Mmportance  requires. | arrer hav g improvised plays in the
Taime proncunced Balzac 1o beo with | yyecare: and in his tender teens he began
Bhakespeare and Si. Simon, the great- I-lll!l'?.u-!-\ <ical composition entitled “ Trea-

(£ !lorl‘hmi.--' of document=s we DO=RREES
concerning human nature. . If it is true,
ns Mr. Lawton suggests, that the steady
rise of Balzac's reputation during the list
fifty years has been in some degree owing
to the patient investigations which
here utilizes, he may justly claim 1o have |
hims#f rendered the memory of his hero |
& great service. But while conceding the
value of the service he has done 1o the
Fnglieh reading public by this well bal-
enced biography, with its keen comparison
of dates and fucts, its shrewd interpretua-
t.on of character, its frankness and just- |
ness of criticiam wlich seems almost hmn-i
tile at times, until the picture is complete |
wea prefer to attribute the grest French- |
man's increasing fame to the intrineic |
cuality of Kis work, Lothe mora ¢ uftivated
taeta of the public and to causes which
our author sets forth in his summing up,
which will be noted in thetr proper place
I "

Mr..Lawton bagins his chromieln hy
givmp us a vivid pieture of thes o al cou- |
Ciions which Balzac was destined 10
dapiet from many sides. He compares
tha condition of Freach wsociety in the
tivet half of rthe nineteenth century (cov-
e by Balzaci as similar 1o that of a

he |

far an earthruake |
v the ancien' svetem of things were
ioned—cabblad on,one might call o

e Ipmger moedern creation: bt the twe | take hiim into his office in the place of a |
[ elork

At work very well 1agethay
oldier aristocracy reeked  of
y and the battlefield; the washer-
become a duchess, was 1l at ease
in the tmperial drawing room; while thoge
who had assedl wealth rapidly in trade
#-—o ually wrcowforiable amid the |
vahgar iusary with which they surrounded |
themsslves, When the Fimst  Empire
rell the ancient arstacracy was dofinitively |

rarts d

Ltime ot the WiL" which was confiscated

by one ot the fathers and never restored

I'lie shock threw him into a sort of coma
winch the good fathers, engrossed by
traming their charges' souls to the neglect
of the bodies, failed to attribute to brain
fatigus  Alarmed. they counselled the
removal of the thin, eickly oking lad.
who was suflering from intolerably bad
physical conditions and lack of medical
care as wall as from a nervous. excitable
nervenis system He was RO convinced
that he would hecome famous in the fu-

| ture and =o naively frank in asserting it

that he underwent much bantering in
the familv circle, “Hail to the great Ral-
zac'" heing one of the remarks intended
todamp his evalted notions  His mother's
habitual snub when he uttered remarks
bevond his vears was, “You certainly
don' know what vou are talking about "

When the lad was 15 his father removed
to Paris, being placed at the head of the
commissariat  of the First Military De-
partment  In the school where Honora

J was then placed he proved an indifferent

scholar, as in former schools; but he was
growing interssted in hterature and mak
ing experiments in it. When h® was 17

his father sesng that there was no chance |
joople endeavoring to recover rhemselves | of his gnthuz into the Ecole Polytech- |
Gradually portions [ niue (for which allalong he had destined |

hime decided to put him into the legal pro-
fession, and induced a solicitor friend to

no other than Eughne Seribe, the
future dramatist  who had just quitted
the law for literature  lere he passed
s ghtesn months, attending lactures at the
sorbonne  and baing coached also hy
privdte tutors, and another like period
in the oftics of a netary completed his law
apprenticeship. It is probable that for a
while at Jeast during these vears of legal
training  Balzae had serious thoughts of

O entire “Comdddis Humaine
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wne hie meligning of his motivr who,

albeit of w taciturn and outwarlly un-

ance  yepeatedly  with  money, finally
“tripping herself and peducing herself to
the necessity of aceepting [rom her =on a
small pension, which was neyver reguleriy
paid, though he never hesitatel, even
knowing that she was it dist ress through
him, to purchase costly works of art an
Pentiques or to fit ap in the most fantos:
Ftically  expensive manner the Various

{ abodes whieh hia eraving for change or a |

desire to escape his eraditors imdnee I him
to acquire.  In a letter to his sisier of
carly date he alludes 10 his ot her's
worrying, susceptible disposition and
adde: “We are oddities, forgooth, 1mnoom
blesred family. What a pity |
put us into novels®; but he did proc.sely
that later on. Before he came nto his
own, however, he publighed in pariners
sghip with others a lot of chean coarse
work, a sort of second hand hash-up of
material already published, imitations of
Anne Radeliffe and others. by which he
earned more or less; but though his family
wore anxigus to see him independent
they did not oblige him to depend npon his
farnings.

Hin sole confidant at this period. Mma.
do Berny, who understood him hetter
than his own family, was a second mother
tohim, and more, and attracted by him
in spite of his conceit, loudness and vul
garity, polished hie manners, guided his
pretentiousness, corrected his  peroep
tions, came to his assistance financially
and encouraged him with the strength and
sincerity of her affection, was destined
to éndure from him the same dislovalty,
ingratitude and misrepresentation us his
parents. He exploited all the women he
ever came in contact with. She was
twenty-two years hissenior, it is true; but
through her narrations and that of her
mother he was brought into contact with
the old court society and grandeurs which
were his delight; and later on through
their agency he was introduced to some
of the aristocratic partisans of the fallen
dynasty, the Duke de Fitz-James and the
{ Duches de Castriea, Through an ac-
| quaintance of Mme, de Berny also he hit

upon the idea (1825) of ahandoningauthor-

| ship for the publishing business.  As he
| had no business capacity this venture,
| ke succeeding ones, promptly failed and
left him involved in debts.  Intp these
ventures our author enters in consider
able detail, since all of them aftected his
financially harried life and all of them
furnished him with material lateron. We
will confine ourselves in passing to the
remark that the man who most
tially aided him during these vears of
struggle. publishing his® writings and
adoring him into the bargain,
was made to taste of his ingratitude like
the rest bhut has left some valuable and
magnanimons  memoirs of him
| theless

suhstan

neyer-

In 1828 Balzac published under his nwn

which, though not badly written, fur-
nished with plenty of incident and very
fair characterization, especially of the
INinor personages and local eoloring imi-
tated from Walter Scott. made no great
| impression.  But he was now on the point
of sroring a suceess.  In the same year
he publishead s “Physiology of Marriage. "
n hook of satire and carnicature having a
| distinet stamp of his maturer manne:
I'I"ho hook immediately bacame popolar
and resulted in his engagement 1o eon.
tribute light articles to various journile
Among the numerous pieces produced
within the next two vears his “Shagreen
skin® added most to his notoriety; and it
was in a letter 1o the Duchess de Castries
who flattered” and flirted with him for
vears, connectad with it that he firs
| spoke of his desive to develophis fiction
into a4 VASL series of volumes destined 1o
make known to posterity the life of s
{eentury.  Probably a phrase contained
in his amazing and amusing puff, written
to advertise the 1832 gdition of his *Philo-
saphic 1 would adequately  repre-
sont his view of the century and of s
" “The 'Philo

ales”

demonst rative niture, came to lis assist- |

cannot |

Werder |

name a historical novel “The Chenans ™|

litevery  profession: ha
marchais's proposal to
cioty of suthor
protect the rightsof men of letters,cotinlad |
it with sthers tond'ng to inprove the ma-
terial and style of printing books, and

aftar long host iy or rioin
Fpnblishers gl (e any

anthors the Soeidt.
Fwas founded jy pvax

revived Vomn-
establish a soe

hes et of «
Norence of

",

The year 1888 was a fatoful year for
Ralzac. He published “Fugenie Grandet”
Lamong other werks, and ealoginms from

friends afid onen e alike fMlowed in, for

the book on the whole exhibits the noval-
st at his bes  His own opinion of 11 was
| not in accord, and it even annoved him at
{last to hear his name invariably men-
tioned in connection with thie gingle novel
[ He acensed th s who callad him “the
‘fﬂ”"‘r of ‘Fugenie Grandet' © with sesk-

g to belittle him and de iberatoly for-
bhearing to cite his “groat " novels Not-

withstanding this, he seeme by this time

fo have entersd fully into the gpirit of his
vast schema of novels, talked incessant |y
of his characters as living persons, outlin-
ing thair future carcers; and when Jules

Sandeau, returning opee from a journey,
[ spoke to him of his <ister's iilness Balzac

listaned to b abstractedly for a while
fand then interpupted him: “All that is
| very well,” he said to the astonished
:-]!I'l‘.l “hut 1ot us come back to reality;
[ let us spoa’s o Euagenie Grandet Hut

the book was connected with another
vitally important phase of his life: during
Lits composition he had falien perhaps
for the tirst time in hig existence sincerely
i love with the woman he ultimately
married, so that his high water mark in
| fietion synchronizes with his first en-
L counter, so to speak, with “The stranger.”

Through his publisher he received a
lotter of admiration and just criticism
from a woman who < zned herself thus
and did not reveal hor identity until
after many other iottera she made herself
known more than a year later as the

| Polish nobleman living at Wierzchownia in

the Ukraine. sShe let it be understood
that she was voung, hamdsome. -
tmensely rich and not  overhappy * with

"her husband, who was twenty-five vears
her senior That her description of her-
sell was truthful Balzae discovered when,
pager to meet the author who had so well
{ depictad her sex, the lady contrived a
L jonmey to Switzerland with her hushand
and hitle daughter and notitied him to
| meat them at Neufchatel giving him a
token by which to recognize and address
her. It evident, sayas Mr. Lawton
Ithat during this mesting, in which the
husband never left the side of his voung
and lovely wife, gome sort of understand-
Ling have hesn reached  bhased on
the rather unkind anticipation of Count
'Hansha's death. At that time the gentie
man's heaith was precarious, but he was
| 8o disobliging as 1o survive until 1441, all
{the while more or less cognizant of his
wife's attachment and offering no oppos:-
tien,  He evan deemied himself  honorsd
by Palzac's friendship, and the novelist
repeatedly joined the family party for
| visits during his period of waiting,

U After Fehruary. 1534 a regular corre-
spomdence was  kent |“1 hetween Halza
and hisdivinity  The project of marriage,

1mus

i

mors tenrcionsly pursued by Badzac than !

by his Eve, was vet no hindrance to his
f ing lancies for other He
utilize | these mterin amours in his nov-
ole, while taking o good dewl of trounle 1o
cestiblish among circles ontsjde his own
imnediate sntourage the legend of his
bwing a sort of 8ir Gulahad who cared
vonly for his literary labors. To his sster
he confessad the reverse, and Mme. de

- Woren

Berny was not emong the eredulous nm-»’! (maore than a dozen pears), cholce wines, |

nor yot entirely resigned.  Naturally all
this wis done for the henefit of the weedihy
Polish Countess that the weplth ployved
an immportant rode in this romancs of the
heaart the sequel indubutably proves—hbue
ruraors and at times precise information

thes Giens de Lt res |

20, 1911.

] 1]
Weor. of all}suel on imporicnt beneft to the entire ] to pass as his, though only the last act

was (o come from his pen.

whose aitn shoull he !n! V.

From the day Balzac left NeufchAtel
cuntil he arvived for a visit at Wierzchow-
Dia in 180% he farnished Mme. Hanska in s

practically  uninterrupted and  frequent
| kerios of letters with a faithful ehronicle
of his existence omitting the love epi-

[ % wles  which constitutes an almos! com-
plete autobiography.  When the end of
ihis  correspondence  shall have been
given to the public three volumes at
least  will have been taken up with the
if"""l'ti Ceriainly, as our author ohe
| serves, woame  great  force, whether of

love alone, as Balzac proested, ol love
mixed with gratified pride or hoth jeined
to the hope of enjoying the vast foriune
that loomed through the misis of the far
off Ukraine, must have promipted these
astonishing “Lettors to a Stranger,” which
overtaxed his time and strength and maae
hitn encroach unduly on his already too
short hours of sleep. Al the heginning
of the l'l)l'!0H||-|||(1|l|||'rl the letters are filled
with passion and an assumption of a he
trothal to the lady which was not calen-
lated to please the husband should they
fall into his hands. Thia is precisely
what did happen before very long, and
the Count took umbrage. Even Mme.
Hanska war offended, or pretended to be.
| A humble apology was sent to the Count,
and happily for Balzace his interpretation
that the lettors wore a j..kp wWis ul‘c'ﬂ[‘l“‘d
{ The Count, as Balzae expressed it, suf-

fored from chronie blue devils, and realiz- ‘
|

Jing this he made a point of ingratiating
{}IIHIM'" I that quarter thereafter. He
| proceeded 1o write “Seraphita,” ingpired
i by Mime, Hanska and dedicated to her, and
| at the same time “Pire Goriot " and other
:w.n-kn Also, with a view to a more
rapid acquisition of name and fame, he
entered into a literary partnership with
{Jub-—c Sandeau and Emmanuel Arago for
the manufacture of plays; but the plays
were not successful

Sandeaun, who was not elected to the
!At'.‘ldum_\' ifor which Balzae longed in
| vaino until nearly the end of the decade

Countess Evelina Hanska, the wife of a iy which Balzae died, he looked upon sm1

Chis protega and pitied him beecause of his
| precarious  position and  the  despair
{ which caused him to attempt suicide be-
cause of Georges Sand's desertion

I.‘-i--url-h for the Absolute,”

| also written at

this time.1s one of the author's best works,
ranking with *Eugénie Grandet.” His
| publisher-biographer, Werdet, tells us
‘Ihnw Balzao wus in the habit of revising
rand modifying his proofs a dozen times
{ The original manuscript as sent to the
tprinters wasa mere sketch, and the sketeh
was a sort of Chinese puzzle done with a
crow quill, largely composed of seratehad

fout and interpolated  sentences, with
[passages  and  chapters  shifted  about
most intricately

had arranged all this as best they might
and Balzace had a sot of proofs in hand
!r!n« real work of composition began, A
cobwely was regular in comparison with
the result with which the printers had to
contend; and in the presses whers hig
Thooks were set up the emplovess would
|never work m than hour  at
[his manuseript. Naturally  his indemni-
(ties wers very Llirge and trouble ensued
'His methods of work corresponded in
| ecrentrieny He would toil for weeks
together sightesn <or twenty hours a
day, seemng no one, reading no letters,
stimulating himself with coffes until the
sinspiration failsd but eating sparingly
" He made up for his abstinence on emerg-
g by sich repasts as the following con-
Peumed one Sunday int 1834 at Véry's, the
{most anstocratic and expensive restau-
| rant in Paris: A hundred oysters, twelve
tehops, a0 young duck, a pair of roast
hmr!rutm—n. a wole, hors d'ouvres, fruit

0o

coffee, ligueurs.

From start to finish of his caresr he was
wlways deeply in debt but could never
resist the temptation to surround him-
self with gorgeousness and luxury, even
I when most hotly pursued by ereditors

“The |

reached Mme. Hanska, and at one time,  Thus at one tune in 1834 he had two apart-
despite Balzac's fervent asseverations and Linents, in one of which he passed under
plausible explanatjions, o breach oceurred | the name of Mme. Brunet to evade his
between themn in consequence which wes | ereditors; and the remarkable furnishings

wisagpregated; but one featureof the | :'-'-‘-“1" ting the law as his career. Even.
Nevolation ora was rovived o the arico- | tually e utilized the knowledpge of chi-
cent e fot ae salons, nee rencowned  canare «which hie gained in “Colonel Cha-
(.- their wit, gowal taste and conversation, bert” and s general information on the
whioh had dwindled to 1wao Nrow eubject inoeeveral other books notably
vuder Nanoloosn.  Materia! prosperity fur- (10 “Cosar Birottean”™ and “The Marriage
nished & more leisured public for literary | Uontriet I when an  opportunity
rka, and Wi NVITi hiraseif | pressntediisell for himto becomea junior
& @ protuects ¢ EAH T When the , partnes in o solicitor s practice he told
aaiul revointion his tather that he had determined to
e hourgeo's Lhee vimau of lettes and trust to lis
geais olass camo to the | pen for o living.  Fhe father's astonis!
vongeiogs of is wmortEl o an entire pmient was unhounded, the apinion
jiiterature wan destined | voddavated Hironds was advarse: Lut dfter a good deal
1o then:, an Teneet e sativize Laf lively discussion the parents agresd
thetr 1w ghieon yoara  of [to jet Honore muke a two yoars. axperi-
tha July . howera those of | ront as o frowe Jance 1n the ranks of the
Balzac's mat i nrvadted | hock writing tribe, firmly balieving that
sharpiy witi o it mediately pres | e w i rlad enough to play the part
cedod them i i ' et et tne procigal son at the end of that

eloments and vielenily opg oo, cond

that he dealt.  When he bagan 1o wry
no Freach not nad a Merary reputas

OIS

;g‘ e reture bome and embark in some
‘. For resoons of cconomyg the family re-

tion that twiow he considered great. Dmoved 1o Villeparisis, six leagues {from
Uptp phe gpocit o) the Hestoration the illu- capital, bue Honors by dint of insis-
navel had been dozlared to be an iiterior : tepeoe obtained permission to remain in
bl ok I i, end.no author had | Pan-, where ie would be more free to
creamed of baeo abs claimp to fame on fwork ond could more easily get into reli-

fea N0 e
heon ewxtad e French Academy on
HocHun! storiee.  Jules sandeat
wasthe s 1o broak the tradition by his
eatranes among the immeartals in 1858, to
he folfosiod in 1562 by Octave Feuillet,
During i school davs and his youth
Falzac naturall: rend the warks of the
ﬂ(l\‘¢h|5 and depmansis vhich were nly.’
ol and winniug favor, though now
v'a% fargatiem hat he also read the
t ed, warbu.of  contemporaries on
the opbpr &{de of the ‘Channel—Mrs. Anne
i} e. Monk ' Lewis, Maturin, the writ-
ingiretfodwin. -Stendhal’s famous “Char-
1 rouse B8 Parma”. he conmdersd inferior
1»;! the: works ©of Monk Lewis. and 14
“Igturip he assigned a place heside Moliére
ol Goethe as oneof the greatest geniiuses
ol Curope.
waith, Sterne. Walter Seott and Fenimore
tqoper were his delight; but Hichardson
iia read only after his own talent was
fogmed, and he highly esteemed “Clarissa
Harlowe," {hough he pronounced *Pamelu”
B “Sir Charles Grandison” horribiy
']ﬂd and borine. One eritie s of
oiamion  rhat longwindedness

i sedpiaauly. W 1o Richardson, who
}

aof I

Polzw's

W o upon hime by s defects no less
E by s exesllences These models
Jorded hom o clearer perception of the
vorth of the Re intie movement.  To-

pgether with = extravagances and lyri-
cipm Romanty ture dehberately pat
g o  praciice soins jnportant |qu|-‘;|.i.-g
whicheeartam torerunnsgs ol iliveightonnth
canutur® had already unconsciously illus-

trated or timadly  taaele It imposed
Diderot s doctrine tha there was heauty
w all natural charactes and ats el

apostle, Victor Huio, vl the exarmples
of Arieeto. Cervantes, Babelas and shake

speara 1o back him, proved that what wis
in nature was or should be alsoin ar, ve
withaut, far thar, seeking to fre from
law ani the necessity for choice Hista
spectirele of & vaster field to exploi, this

posifo il 7 car artistically  representing
the com ven familr things of the world
in"the v ocoa! duemifigance, seized ono1hae
wouth of aai who wWus 10 crogie
the "1« Pamaine.” It formed he
cannec it vatwoeon him and  hLis
epoch, and Gt e tions B Hoited
the h-r2 0 T hra biie
i,
Balzac wer Loin May 21, 1308, i

. sinca 1635 had ever|

tions vwith publishers.  In the introduc-
tion ta b Cane,” written fifteen
veurs buter Lie describes some features of
I his Bife o the garret which was hired for
hita and whenoe he emerged to make his
L observations of humgn nature, even dog-
ging people to their homes and register-
ng in notehook or brain their conversa-
tionus, their joys, sorrows or interests. His
first efforts to produce a masterpiece took
the form of drama, to which he frequently
recurred in later life. But he had not
the talent of condensation requisite for
{the stage, and dramatizations of his gen-
lnm--ly dramatic novels made by other
, persons were far more successful than his
| own experiments,
Ltive attempts was a tragedy, “Cromwe]| *

written in verse, a form of literary com- |
Fialding, Smollett, Gold-; position foreign to his talent,and s worth | badly built,

| mentioning because his comments on
1w his sister show that he was early an
| adept in blowing his own trumpet, a char
| acteristic which proved a very vulneralle
point of attack for hig crities throughout
his career. He calls the plan “superh’;
| he mentions that a certain incident (he
laltered English history ruthlessly) was
| *most happily invented” and that an-
other was “finer than that of Augustus
pardoning Cinna."  But when he trium-
phantly invited a company of friends 1o
listen to his completed tragedy at the
house of his parents all hearers were ap-
palled at its crudity, and his parents made
it & condition of his continuing the pro-
fession of literature that he should live
i at home, This was advantageous insev-
vril ways, notably for his health, which
hiad suffered from his self-imposed priva-
stiona during the fifteen months in his
! garret
In atter life he complained much tosome
of his friends, among others to Madame
Hanske, of his parents’ or rather of his
cmother's hardness to him during that
tgarret period and asserted that if more
lberality had then heen digplayed most of
his subsequent misfortunes would have
been averted  As our author justly
remarks, this 1= hy no means certain.

His croubles and bardens would sesm to
have Leen cicasel far more by mistekes
of judgment wudl improvid
Lany stress of  clpeumstance

sophic Tales,' * he savs, “are the red hot
finterpretation of a civilization roined by
[ debanch and well being, which Monsieur
'de Balzage exposes in the pillory.”

|

| All of Balzae's thinking was done on a

vast seale and if he dreamed of a contury
| smbracing novelistic encvelopmdu it was
: nat because he deliberately prefarrad liter-
jatureto all othercallings but because all
lothers had deceived his expactations in the
[ matter of procuring him unlimi‘ed wealth
| For tirst. last and all the time the most
:pu\n-gul magnets for his thoughts and
ambitions were wealth and fame, the
fame as a means to the wealth  In these
tearly days of his popularity he had a will
o' the wisp which more than once danced
alluringly befora his vision during his
| carewr, namslv the idea that he would
Imluru a seat in the Chamber of Deputies
{that the loftiest rewards of politieal and
Iudm]mulmfn-\ life, the House of Poors,
Ilhn Presidency of the Republic, wera not
only within his powers but his just nfead
I'his is not surprising when wae refect
that all his hfe long he habitually exag-
gerated his earnings and understated his
debts, while his estimate of his own genius
Land gifte of fascination literally knew no
bounds., As to the la‘ter we must con-

One of these primi- cada that the list of hisconguests 18 amaz- | haanimal's qualities

ing in view of his personal appearance
and habits  He was only 5 feet 2 in height
badly dressed, untidy, un-
| kempt, his big mouthful of bad testh and
irregular features redecmed only by his
'remarkable brow and his wonderful eyes,
woft vet full of fire. His stupendous
| egotism, ta which he sacrificed his mother
Lnlul wvpry one else, ssems not to have been
a4 erious obstacle.  Most women appear
to have surrendered. with the exception
of the Duchess de Castries and Georges
Sand  Mme. de Perny and later on
iheginning with the appearance of “Louis
Lambert™y Mme, de Hanskan adminis-
tered severs lnssonsin the formof eriticism
of his works. but nothing could cure him
of his author's vanity; on the strength of
his first suceess he sketehed out a plan of
establishing a grocer's shop with his
name in gilt Jetters over it and creating
such a scandal by serving at the counter
that he would take in tive hundred thog-
sand francs in one month

The odd part of his ewer varving, multi

him several fortunes had he quietly ex-
ploited them himsell on practical lines
| As it wag the people who heard him dis-
i cuss them not infrequenily took them up.
{neted on them and reaped o rich harvest

We may remark that in this respoct he
appears 1o hiave resembled Goathe, whose

nearly tinal

capacities, material and moral, of the
Marthas and Maries that crossed his orbat,
Lattracting him or themselves attriacted.”
Avparently, however, until the final
catastrophe Balzac suceeeded in inspiring
Mme. Hanska with a faith in him as im-
plicit as that which he cherished in him-
self cud expressed by an inseription on a

little slip of paper which he attiached to !

the sword sheath of a plaster statuette of

| Napoleon 1 Kept in his study. “What he
could not achieve with the sword 1 wil
accomplish with the pen.”

His faculty of imagination kept ;-a.-nl

with his self-conceit.  He had a habit of
stating as accomplished  facts  things
which existed only in his own intention
Our atthor cites two AMUSINE INStances,
One *day at Mme. de Girardin's Balzao
descantad for half an hour on the quali-
tins and points of a horss which he hac
presented  to Jules Sandeau, and  his
Landiencs behesved him. A few evenings
later Jules Sandean met Balzac at the
| same house, and the subject was men-
[tioned by their mutual friends, The
| novelist inquired whether Sandeau liked
| the horse: and the latter, not to bhe out-
done, answered with an enumeration of
But he never saw
. the horse for all that. Again.at a dinner
| given in his honor by Henry de Latouche
the host sketched the plan of a novel he
intended to write, and Ralzac, flushed
with champagne, warmly applauded the
'uhm The next evening at Mme. do
| Girardin's he reproduced the narration

! reproduced it with®*his paculiar powers of
lfire and description- as his own, firmly
persuaded that it was his own. But
I atouche heard of it and wrote him such
| a sharp letter of protest that for once the
| recipient
Ltween fact and fiction, betyeeon what was
his own and what was another's in the
output of ideas. While he tiercely inveighad
against the haliut ol peblizhers 1o exploit
klha- author's hrains, meaning his  own,
"his own idea of the ideal 1o be artained,
| had he possessed the  power, consisted
in making a vorps of writers furnish at
1w rates ar gratis material to boe signed
by his name, for which e should receive
rich reward. 1t s on record even that
‘!n!\(‘u under a pgertwcniarly imperative de-

francs.  The bargain eoncluded, ho seized
! upen three of his literavy friends, offered
each 150 francs for a column on a given
Innlu*n'l of the guestion, delivered the
[ article, copied in his own handwriting,
Tas his own  and liguidatesd his debt of
! I'hies

1.200 francs

On anot hey

teped throngh the volume and remark  process which he tried to realize i 1834 on almost aqually brief notice, sach of the

that one of the unlovely points in the
povelist's charaeter was his ingraticnde

that anticipated the emvloyment of es
parte grass and wood

tive actn to be wricten hy a different (van,

Jrom one of hislall of them with good literary raputae | truthe, not for tha first time

Ax Mr. Lawton pithily sums |
up the situation: *He drew Lyrgely on the |

was forced to distinguish bes |

of this retreat he has deseribed in *The
Girl With the Golden Eves.™  As for his
general plilosophy of life, *Seraphita”
| was his “pocket Catholicism,” KAYVR our
author. Weird and mystieal as it s,
vet he anticipated not a little the science
of the present day, but with the true and
the false much mixed up through the ex-
(ubsranes of his fancy. A visit he paid
(to Vienna to see Mme, Hanska brought
him into acquaintance with aristocratic
|society through her, and he returned
| home convineed that his proper place was
the Secretaryship of Foreign Affairs.
He became more extravagant than ever,
jemployed two secretaries, the Count de
Bellyy and the Count de Grammont,
| Bandean baing no longer grand enough
! for the post.  As matter of fact Sandeau
lwas tired of playing second fiddle for-
:nwr and writing tragedies or comedies
| for which Balzac received all the credit.
| Oceasionally, despite  all  precautions,
| his creditors eaught him; occasionally he
| was hauled into court by lawsuita over
{ his writings, as to the disposition of which
| he was not scrupilous to follow his con-
| tracts.  One of these suits, over the * Lily
in the Valley,” afforded his opponent such
opportunity for scathing criticism of his
literary style (to the delight of the audi-
ence and the press) that he overhauled
the parts of the book which had been so
severely handled. At last after a defin-
ftive crash in his affairs he syndicated
his output, and the excessive amounts
contracted for ,exercised a deleterious
influence on its quality. The real dero-
gation, however,
feuilletonist consisted in his slipping
into the manner and adopting the arti-
! ficew which he had so unsparingly con-
|demned in Kugfne Sue and Alexandre
Dumas.

About this time, tempted by an offer of
20,000 francs if he would deliver the book
by a certain date, he wrote “César Birot-
| tean” in three weeks. He had long carried

the subject in his mind, however: but
{ because of the toil involved probahly he
| does not seem to have carod much for this
masterpioce any more than for “Eugénie
I(;run:lm " Another unknown female ad-
mirer, who signed herself “Louise” and
wrote in English, sent him letters for a
time Lut remained meognito and dl‘oppml

tudinous plans for securing the wealth | mand tor a debi he proposet to a cortain | the correspondence before Mme. Hanska,
which constituted his heart's desire wis | journal that he stioult furnish an article | who was capable of jealousy, it appears,
that mgany of his suggestions were emi- | within four-and-tweniy hours on a siated  found out about it
wently practical and would have brought [ subject and should receive for i 1,500 | Mr. Lawton says, “he ehowed himself

“Like the Orientals,”

{eapable of nourishing sentiments of devo-
tion toward as many
I fortuned women as showed themselves
| amenable”; but he doubts whether the
novelist ever really experienced any
genuine emotion of love. Balzac's luter

ciation of bheauty and cold caleulation;
and his eternal whining about financial
ambarrassments ultimately wors out their
| recipient, who tald him a number of plain
in their

in his becoming a |

the means to make expensive and pro-
longed trips at brief intervals to Italy
and Sardinia among the rest. Assuredly
the gratification to hor vanity of having a
prominent author in leash must have
counted for very much in Mme. Hanska's
continued friendship. for her good, strong
common sense  repsatedly  protested
againat every phase of his character and
procedure,

Thus his career ran on: fine work was
marred with diffuseness and obscurity,
too much frankly bad work prevailed, |
Aa to the obscurity we recall un explana-
tion vouchsafed by Balzac himeelf. An
artist who was reading one of his works |

to the author for an explanation of a
blind passage. Balzac read it, reflected,
jadmitted that he could not define the

| meaning and added that a writer was|

[ compelled to toss that sort of thing to
his readera at certain Mtervals, other-
{ wise they would think they knew as much
| ns he did and lose their reapect for him.
| But the critios were outapoken, and Balzac
Liv 1842 became possessed of an idea that
he was the object of deliberate persecu-
Itinn He meditated removing to St
| Petersburg and becoming naturalized
| there, odtly enough imagining that this
would he const rued as a proof of devotion
by Mme, Hanska, who was a thorough
Pole and anti-Russian. Meanwhile Count
Hanska died and the only insuperable
:nhjecl to the coveted marriage appeared
to be removed. But Mme. Hanska, to
| Balzac's dismay, insisted that her dangh-
ter, #till in her early teens, would require
all herattention for sbveral years to come
|and that the affairs of the inheritance
| would demand at least as much time, In
| vain did Balzac appeal to her, frantically
jand otherwise, describing how he toiled
Lunceasingly, creating, always creating,
‘\mh strength  exhausted.  God only
| ereated during six days, he said, while he
—and she was allowed to infer the rest,
But he wrote her elaborate calculations
of the sums which their establishment ancl
lhnum-konping would necessarily cost on
i the proper scale in Paris. He even went
to St Petersburg in the spring of 1843
(to persuade his Eve (who was staying
there) to fix the date for the marriage,
and after this visit, futile though it
wasinthat particular respect, the familiar
“thou” prevailed over the formal “you®
in his letters to her

His mother and sister were not favor-
able to this aristocratic alliance, being

lgifted with clearer vision apparensly. !

| But Balzac hunted up a house, ordered
talterations, bought art ohjects and antique
furniture and in general tried to hasten
the appointment of a date.  In 1847 Mme.
| Hanska made her second incognito trip
'to Paris, this time t® ingpect the house
'and give orders, and 1t was intended that
he ghonld escort her back to Wierzehow-

After the typesetters  nin: but something of importance hap- |

| pened, just what i not known. Balzac

 burned all letters from his Eve for a cer- |

tain period, and large gaps exist in his pub-
ished correspondence for 1817,
Ithority on the novelist asserts that a vio
[lent quarrel ensued on Mme. Hanska's
ildu-r-m-oring one out of many of her lov-
er's liaisons and mentions that this har-
tassment was largely responsible for the
:rnpld progress of the heart disease that
Hinally killed him. Incidentally it may be
I noted that hir efforts to enter the Academy
"had failed.  The quarrel was made up in
some way, and in 18, finding that the
political disturbances had been prejudi-
el both to his invested capital and to his
pincome aceruing from work, he set off in
September for Wierzchownia, determined
1o return, like a Spartan, either on his
'shield or under it. It came uear being
lthe latter. He was laid low with bron.
il‘hl‘ih. and Mme, Hangka expressed her

| the Paris houss which they were not likely

t'n inhabit; things ‘'went wrong with her
estate, the Emperor would not consent to
| the marriage unless she transferred her
anded property to her daughter's hus-
{band, and a scolding letter from Balzac's
i mother accusing him of remissness toward
[his family, which was accidentally read by
his Eve, came nearputting the finishing
touch to affairs,

He remained at Wierzchownia never-
theless  for more than a year, suffering
a second illness deseribed as intermittent
brain fever among other experiences,
It hecame evident tikeat he must leave the
harsh climate, and at last, in March, 1850,
Mme Hanska married him. The pair
reached Paris at the end of May, arrived
at their house only to find themselves
locked out and the festal dinner and the
furniture wrecked by a valet who had
suddenly gone mad, so that they were
forced to break in. This inauspicious
beginning was followed by a total breach
between the pair. It seems strange that
they could have known each other for
yvears and could so recently have lived
for eighteen months under the same roof
without discovering that their peculiari-
ties of eharacterand temperament clashed
intolerably. Moreover, there were disa-
greeable revelations on hoth sides, The
husband learned that his wife's available
income was very much inferior to wNat
he had supposed or been led to helieve,
and the wife learned that her husband's
debta, far from being paid, as he as-
serted, subsistod and were more numer-
ous and larger than he had ever ad-
mitted. 8o instead of coming to Paris
to be the queen of a literary circle the
“Stranger” saw herself involved in lia-
bilities that threatened to swallow up
her fortune if she lent her succor. Re-
proaches and disputes ensued. At the
end of a month hisheart disease began to
undermine him rapidly, and he died on the
18th of August. His wife seems not 1o
have been greatly interested or concarned
in his illnesa or death, but she did assume
his Jiabilities (which she wasnot bound to
de) and eventually discharged them all,
even allowing his mother a pension of
3,000 francs until the old lady died

Vi

it is thought, by one of his secretaries,
Count de Belloy. What he has beet ren-
dered in it is the struggle for lifa on the
social plane, and that which forms its

some measure a consistent whole is the
general reference to this in all the so-
called sections. Before the Revolution
| the action of the law was narrower, being
ehiefly limited to members of one clies
CAfter it the sphere of competition was
I thrown open to the entire nation, and
there was an interpenstration of com-
batants from all elasses all aver the
|ﬂe|:! of battle, or rather the geveral

beautiful and | smaller fields of battle became one large |

arena.  Balzac's fiction ‘reproduces the
later phise in the most minute detail and
mostly with treatment suited to the suh-
|ject. As a Bt ylist he is very uneven,

indigniation  of  his ' letters to Mme. Hanska reak with a bizarre | though his opinion of himself in that re-
w than by | talents ware not confined to literary vision, | slavea when they discovered the  trick | medley of flattered vanity, artistic appre-

We may ' Asaninstance wemay inentionthat he iyl | disconcerted him not at alh
=ann upd @t this point the evidence scat - | i rcheme formaking paper by an improved ' cocaston he plunned to furmish a drana !

spect was high; and of the French lan-
| guage he said that he had enriched it hy
his alme. As matter of fact, however,
{it is not clear that he added anything to
the original stock of worde, thoss he
exuberantly coined wet having fouud

Teurs, &nd hie torth certificate proves to these who had shown him kindness|eonceptions, however, at least, there is- | tions of their own, the syndicate prurluotiwqunimaneo. Certainly he always found |favor. But, as Sainte Beuve said of hiwm

for the purpose of illustrating it appealed l

. |
| regret at having put o much money into |

The title of the novelist's great series. |
thg “Comédie Humaine,” was suggested, |

most logitimate claim to be deemed in

L7.1.2 18 . :

his efMorescence gave to everything tha
sentiment of life and made the page
thrill. One disadvantage of introduclr
the same characters in various volume
was that the writer forgot their pergonal
details and endowed them ut fines whi
impossibly diverse features, hair, and g0
forth; at times also one met an old |
character as a child who had been o

in a previous volume or had o
and been buried

But force of conception i=
throughout hig fiction, and porallel
vigorous creation of characters i<l
with which he builds up their o
ment. Here his realism is inten<o
descriptions of places are so 1o
also that they are almost photog
and still serve to guide the curious 1.
ler. In the construction of plot he w
unequal and often inferior, thanks (o |
Romanticist origins; and his melodi .
has not even the merit of being ver,
Another defect is his incessant dign
sions, diskertations on whole spheres
science or human activity which dam 11
[ conrse of his stream most irritatingl
He could no more compreas his prose in:
given bounds than he could his drania.
His power of harrowing the readers
feelings was great, but at bottom he has
too little aympathy with his fellow mo-
tals to be truly pathetic. But with all its
shortcomings the “Comédie Humaine”
isn a more universal and representative
histpry of social life than had been pre-
viously written, although love is notice-
ably absent as the chiof motive (since ha
never really felt the emotion) and al-
though his deseriptions of women, eape
cielly of the fine ladies, are always touched
with satire.

His influence in his own lifetime wie
far greater outside of France than in it
and created a fashion in Hungary, Poland
and Russia. At home his influence wge
most evident, raid contemporary critics
on Georges Sand and Victor Hugo; and in
the latter case it is patent. His greatest
influence on literature, however, began
as soon as he was dead, and the men he
reached soonest were the dramatsts,
though not through his own plays. They
were impressed by the prescience, the
intuition which his comedy exhibitad of
things which were destined to reveal
themselves in the latter half of the nina-
teenth century. The reflection of all the
struggle for life in political, social, financial
and industrial spheres in the “Comédie"
was calculated to impress when ita hour
arrived, and the hour did arrive, The
modern French dramatists, Flaubert, De
Muaupassant, the De Goncourts, Bourgat
and others, all bear distinct marks of
Balzac's determining influence. His
geniusfor divination was supremely great.
Another offshoot from the *Comedy” 1=
the naturalistic sehool, typified by Zola.
While it is certain that an entrance of
' realism into French literature would have
toccurred in Yhe second half of the nine-
| teenth century had there been no Balzas
|ir is equally certain that had Balzac put

O -
ne ""Jhrﬂ hand to another treatment of fietion

lhn would nevertheless have ereated a
| school,  His tremendous foree would have
fu-hnrlnallnd into the future, whatever the
| nature of his current.

| The volume has thirty-two illustrations,
||mrtm‘1m of Balzac, Mme. HansKa, cari
catures of the period and other pictures
Mr.
writes forcefully and convincingly, bt

| Lawton
l indulges in a penchant for peculiar words,
|

germane o the pubject,

which makes it impossible to decide on
many occasions whether typographical
errors or his deliberate will are responsis
ble for somewhat singular results

The Sevenallibles,
From the American Hebrew.

Mohemmed in his capacity as legislator
for the Arabs mada a distinction in
treating of the non-Islamic world lw-
tween thoes peoples who had a geripturs
and thos: who had not. Among the for-
|‘.---r he included the Jows, the Christians,
and strangely enough, the Saluwrans,
whose holy writings have since disap-
peared

It should be a curious problem for
modern Mohammedan authorities to de-
cide as to which peoples may be said to
have what correaponds to a Bible. Would
they include the Chinese, with their booka
of Kinﬁg. Hhi-l\’inﬁ. Li-King, and the
reat? ould the Brahmine, with their
Vedas, be included? Or the Buddhiste,
with their Tripitaka?

A still further problem would be raisad
by a case like the Eddas, which had the
foree of a Bible among the early Norse-
men, but have since lost their foree
Here would be the case of a Bible without
A people rather than of a people with-
out a Bible, On any method of enumer-
ation, however, Jews would receive the
benefit of the Mohammedan law with
their Bible, which is acknowledged as
authoritative even by the Koran. .

* A Woman City Treasurer.

Sanfa Monira corrcapondence Loa Angelea
imea

The question of permanently filling the
vacancy created in the office of City Treas-
urer and Tax Collactor by the hasty flight
of Ralph Bane and his embezalement of
823,000 is causing the City Council more
worry thaw did the loss of the money in tha
first instance  As soon as it was demon-
atrated that Bane had gone with no thought
of returning a vacapcy was declared and
the Council elected Mirs Pearl Hunting fo
the position, wiving her the title of iy
Treasurer and Tax Collector pro tempore

This happened last May. Mayor Dudley
has discoverad that it I8 necessary that tha
city have a City Treasurer in fact, and in
his last message he recommendpd the im-
{mediata filling of the vacancy.  Miss Hun!
ing has served as treasurer and attended
to the collaction of taxes with entire satis
faction to the ¢ity and the Couneil and 0
filling the ofMice has won for herself th
tingnished honor of I-n\m.i fthe only woman
municipal treasurer in California

Aell Gwynne's Seeret Door

I'ram the London Daily Mmil

During alterations on the first floor of
Nell Giwynne tea roome, High street, 1
som, there has been discovered n secre!
door in the bedroom that was used by Mo
Giwyvnne, who was one of Epsom's fas
jonable visitors when the town was noted
tor the health giving properties of 1ts waters,

I'e house 18 the one o which e
reters in his diary: “To Epsum by eigh
o'clock to the well, where much compat
And to the towne to the King's Heal and
hear that my Lord Bockhurst and Nellv are
lodged at the next house and Sir Charies
Sediey with them . and keep amerpy Loose

A Central African Tree.
From the London Gilo'e
A renmrkable tree has been :ilm“c\l""-‘-1r
about the region of Laks Chad. Itsponer®
inereass il every way is remarkable o
a few months an extensive tract of land, =~
red, became an impenetrable forest
one season it is said 1o grow to the he e
of from tour to five meters in othey woras
from thitteen to over sixtesn leet
1tx toliage is sald 1o resemble the mirioss
| and its branches are thorny.  The wood can
| be eut into planks and the natives wor<
up ipto canoes.  The Tilho Mission Las
uilized the wood for making tables and
| doors

| Mme. Bernhardt's Calers at Stage Suppa?
Frovi the Boaton Reecord

Boston society in the audience at Here

hardt's performaanca of “Camilla® weré

surprised at the familiar look of certamn ol
! the dinner guests in the firet act

It happened thus Some young men, who

had mei the divine Sarah in Paris, calied

on her at the theatre. As they were ID

evening dress it was suggestod that 1hey

ve mupper with Marguerite tauter

ey became actors at @ moment § notice




