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Three Months 8f Albany.

By a curious coincidence the date of
the election of a United States Senator
this vear corresponds almost exactly
with the end of the Allds trial last year,
March 21 for the former, March 29 for
the latter. Upon the first three months
of legislative activity these two inci-
dents, both outside the ordinary routine,
have had the same effect, the effect of
almost completely paralyzing all prog-
ress, preventing all work upon the rou-
tine business of State government.

To-day the Democratic State admin-
istration is precisely where the last
Republican administration was on April
1, 1910, Nothing has been accom-
plished, there is no evidence of any
serious effort to fulfil campaign prom-
ises, to keep platform pledges. Last
year the Republican situation after
April 1 grew steadily worse until there
came the final collapse of all orderly or
sane action in the last days of the strug-
gle between the GGovernor and his party
over the direct primary.

At the moment Governor Dix is super-
ficially in a slightly more comfortable
poeition than was his predecessor a vear
agov It is still possible for the two fac-
tions of his party to get together, and
neither faction is openly hostile to him.
On the other hand, if Mr. Ht GHFS had
lost the support of thke party organiza-
tion he had still a considerable personal
following. So far as it is possible to see at
the present momant, if the Hon. Joux
A. D1x has made fewer enemies in his
position he has failed completely tomahe
friends or win general admiration.

Had tiovernor 1)1X entered the Sena-
torship auarrel at the outset he would
have violated a campaign promise, but
he might have won the support of a cer-
tain faction of the mugwumps. Had
he stayed out altogether he might
have commanded the strength in the
Legislature of the party machine and
the majority membership. As it is he
can hope for no real support from either,
since he did too late to satisfy the mi-
nority what a majority of his party
helieve he never should have done,

It is still possible that the Democratic
administration may be saved from actual
and pitiable collapse this year. But it is
not by any means certain or even likely.
The greatest of all promises, the most
useful of all services, that of reorganiz-
ing the State finance, has been forgotten
inthe heat of a factional war, Now that
the Capitol has burned there can be no
hope of a reductiont of budget or diminu-
tion of appropriations,

Governor DIx was elected as a busi-
neas man. In the condition in which his
administration finds itself to-day most
business concerns are placed in the
hands of receivers. Nothing in politics
is impossible, the Legislature may ad-
journ two months hence after having
earned for the people, the stockholders
\of this business, a substantial dividend,
but to bring about such a result Gover-
nor Dix will have to perform miracles
no longer expected of him by those who
supported him last November.

The situation at Albany at the present
time seems no more to be one de-
manding reform, but rescue, and it is not
difficult to discern from what direction
the salvage corpa will come.

Suppression of Indecent Novels.

Many good people in England are dis-
turbed about the character of current
fiction. They are hardly to blame, for
many young men and older women have
adopted the trick of trying to shock their
readers in order tolattract attention, and
accomplish their object by telling sug-
gestive stories. There is no way of de-
tecting the nature of these products
heforehand, for neither the titles nor
the author's name gives any hint of it,
and there are few publishing houses
that can resist the temptation of a pos-
sible “best seller.” These books, there-
fore, fall casily into the hands of young
people, and of grown people too, who
liave no taste for that sort of literature.
To check the spread of such books an
association has been formed, headed
by peers, baronets, clergymen, school
teachers and ladies, among these being
the Dowager Marchioneas of DUFFERIN
and the wife of the Archbishop of
Canterbury.,

What taese well miesning persons can
do abour the matter it is difficult to
kiess, ‘The nuisance is real: the erotie
mania is not confined to England; it is
compliained of in Germany, Italy and
vven Franee, There Senator BEREN-
GER has organized a society for the

stippression of objectionable literature
"1|||l‘

some of the worst offenders have
been elocted 1o the I rench \eademy
Fhey can hardly think of setting ll|r.ll
censorship, for that would do
harm than good, as the commotion
made by the devatess of “art” in hehalf
of some censored playvs has shown, A

maore

Wlht of offensive books would lead m}havs a military establishment trained
endless discussion and would serve|

merely as an advertisement. A recom-
mendation to parents to supervise their

one side of the evil, but where can
parenta be found who would undertake
the task?

1t is not a question of British prudish-
noss, but of decency. The line between
the two may be difficult to draw some-
times, but hardly in the cases the asso-
oiation has in mind. The libraries have
to deal practically with the problem,
and while they undoubtedly make ri-
diculous mistakes of taste and of judg-
ment occasionally, we fancy that few
persons object to their principle of sup-
pression. However admirable, for in-
stance, the tales of Master GIOVANNI
Boccaccto may be in the original Italian,
it must take an absorbing devotion to
art and to the new morality to find fault
with holding them back in translation
from school children. Yaqt every month
some more obnoxious new book is sold
indiscriminately.

Any organized effort tosuppress theso
books is sure to fail. . The only remedy
is the refusal of the public to buy or to
read them, which would involve no great
sacrifice. The policy of letting things
alone is justified by the history of liter-
ature, for these outbursts of nastingss
have been spasmodic and short lived in
the past. That may be small comfort
for those who suffer from the nuisance
now, however,

The War in Morocco.

After several years of comparative
calm the situation in Morocco has be-
come critical. At the present time the
Sultan is practioally besieged in his
capital. As recently as March 12 the
city was assaulted, and the success of
the defence was almoat wholly due to
the service rendered by French artillery
under direction of a French officer,
Commandant MANOTN,

On March 8 the Bultan's forces made
a successful foray and defeated a por-
tion of the rebel forces, but on the same
day a correspondent of the Paris Matin
had from M. GAILLARD, the French Con-
sul at Fez, this gloomy statement:

“ For my part, in all the years I have heen In
Moroceo I have never seen a situation so serious.
Not that | have any fear for the Furopeans In
Fez. but because I have never seen a moment
80 united In ita demands or an uprising so ex-
tended. * * * Never even In the time of
ABD RL A2z have things reached so serious s
pass.”

Among the prisoners taken on March

Consul pointed out in this same inter-
view, it seemed unmistakable that the
old policy of setting tribes against each
other had failed. In the next few days
the extent of the uprising was unmis-
takable, the standard of revolt was
raised on all sides, the Holy War against
the infidels was preached generally and
the march against Fez began.

On March 12 the city was actually in
a state of siege. About it in a wide
circle the villages were in flames. Mes-
sengers from Mekinez were cut off,
communication in all directions was in-
terrupted, no civilians ventured outside
the walls, and merchants who had been
plundered by the rebels arrived in a
pitiable state; one man who had set out
with a considerable caravan came in
alone and naked. In the city itself
there was a complete panic and the
streets were filled with terrified people.
Even Mvray HAFID had ordered his
horses to be saddled, everything pre-
pared for flight.

At this time the fate of the city was in
the hands of Commandant MANGIN and
his French battery. An attack by the
rebels was subsequently repulsed after
some fighting which took place under the
walls of the palace itself. In the fight-
ing which followed in subsequent days
the rebels were scattered, and for the
moment the Moroccan Sultan, MULAY
HAFID, seems to have held his ground
and escaped destruction, and there has
been a cessation in the fighting.

The disorder which has shown itself so
strikingly at Fez is reproduced all over
the Bhereeflan Empire. French troops
in the Shawia have been attacked and
their commander killed, a Spanish train
near Melilla has been pillaged, from
Tafilet down on the edge of the Sahara
an expedition has been sent by rebels
against French troops in the Ghir region
at Colomb Bechar. From one end of
Morocco to another it is clear that
anarchy i triumphant, Disorder is
an incident in Morocco, but the present
situation has hardly a parallel in recent
history.

For the French this state of affairs is
instantly serious. Their garrisons on
the frontiers of the Moroccan Empire,
along the Muluya, in the Shawia and in
the Ghir, on the edge of the Sahara, are
to be reenforced at once, but this is only
a detail. Steps have at last been taken
to create in Morocco a strong military
forca officered and equipped by the
French themselves, and to meet the
expense of such a force the French GGov-
ernment has authorized a loan and the
remission of certain debts.

If this force is to be made up of Mo-
roccans, the truth is that it will be in all
but name French; that like the native
troops in Algeria it will be loyal to its
officers and its paymaster., This body,
to consist of 5,000 men, is to be organized
at Fez, and thus at last the French pa-
cifie penetration is to find its way into
the Shereefian capital. With a force
but slightly larger and containing many
native troops the French now garrison
the large territory from Casablanca to
the foothills of the Atlasin the Shawia.

Such a sudden and considerable ox-
pansion of French influence in Morocco
might seem an immediate source of
annovance to German pride,  But from
{tha German side no protest has yet

come. At the moment |t ig clear that
| the whole governmental syvstem, crude
and weak as it was, will collapse, to ba
I'sueccended by chaos, if the Sherootian
authority is not supported. Such a
Ceollapse wonld he fatal to Gorman inter-
L ents quite as much as French,
CBkely that Germany is at the present
time prepared to sacrifice o Pomeranian
grenadier 1o police Moroceo,
} The truth is that the French alone

children’s reading would guard against |

| b a teacher In the city schools

THE

to meet the present emergency, and a
| considerable number of officers as well
as men whose military experience In
| Morocco, in the Sahara, in West Africa,
|hu| prepared them for such an emer-
gency. Hence the calmness with which
{Germany and other Furopean Powers
yexcept Spain have accepted the pro-
‘gramme of the French Government
' despite the fact that this’ programme
' will in effect place a French garrison in
Fez and inevitably give France an upper
hand in Morocco which hereafter cannot
easily be questioned
l As for the French themselvea, as usual
| in their colonial undertakings they must
advance, because to retreat is impos-
sible.  Anarchy in Morocco instantly
and mecessarily overflows not merely
linto northern Algeria, but from Tafilet
on the edge of the desert spreads east
to the frontier of Tripoli-and north to
the territory of Tunis. The Holy War
[ that is now being preached among the
| Moroccan rebels is in fact a call to
arms to all Mohammedans, and there
are upward of 7,000,000 Mohammedans
in French North Africa. "
Now, as always, the French Ministers
in the Chamber of Deputies are solemnly
pledging that there shall be no “expe-
dition” into Morocco. But in faet it
seems that France, reluctantly perhaps
if the wishes of the radical majority of
citizena are considered, is merely fol-
lowing to ite logical conclusion the line
marked out for it when the first French
army landed near Algiers. Since then,
as L. MARCH PH1LI 12 hae pointed out in
his book upon French work in this re-
gion, it has been a battle between chaos
and order in North Africa, a battle
which could only end when order had
been established throughout this whole
Africa Minor, had been established in
Morncco, the last stronghold of chaos.

Missing Men.

In no month of 1910 were fewer than
208 persons reported to the police as
missing from their places of residence
in the boroughs of Manhattan and The
Bronx, and while the January and De-
cember reports showed the smallest
number of disappearances, there is
nothing in the records to indicate that
the weather conditions have any par-

| ticular influence on the fluctuations of

the figures. In Brooklyn and Queens
this seems not to be the case, for the
120 persons who “turned up missing” in
these boroughs in July made exactly
double the number reported in January

8 there were discovered members of | @nd only a dozen less than double the
A great many tribes. As the Moh'number reported in December.

In fact,
the figures appear to indicate that the
springtime inspires a wanderlust on
Long Island that is not operative on
Manhattan or the continent.

During the last year the police were
informed that 2,657 men and 1,170 women
had disappeared, a total of 3,827. The
statistice given in the annual report of
the Commissioner of Police furnish no
clue to the regsons that actuated these
citizens. Any reader i at liberty to
supply whatever explanation pleases
him: He may imagine them sad, or
bored, or fearful; carefully concealing
themselves to promote their happiness,
to escape unwelcome duty, to relieve
their friends or kinsmen of burdens, to
thwart justice, to save their necks or
their skins, to get away from unloved
wives and husbands, to bilk their credi-
tors, to see some new thing. Of them
2,219 men and 883 women were found or
returned home, leaving 438 men and 287
women to beaccounted for.

Of those who are carried on the police
books as “still missing,” a great many
are at home and in good health, Nota
fow were never “missing” except to the
minds of some nervous or frightened
friends or relations. To notify the po-
lice is the first thought in the minds of
some women when husband is unac-
countably absent from dinner; to in-
form the police of hia return somewhat
the worse for wear is the last thought
that comes to these same women. The
police have other things to do than to
keep close track of such matters, If it
is a case affecting them, calling for real
activity, they are sure to hear of it from
hospital, prison or the river in due sea-
son. The police are not excited by
small things.

Forexample, they refuse tobe alarmed
excessively over the ordinary “kid-
napping” of a child. They know the
chances favor the theory that the frantic
motherwhoappealsto them at midnight
to find her offspring turned the young-
sterout into the street in the morning to
be relieved of its presence, Fxperience
has taught thermn that the boy or girl is
pretty sure to turn up, gloriously full
of sweetmeats bought by some kind
hearted patrolman, and having suffered
nothing worse than a fright, Cases of
another kind come to them, it is true,
and enlist more than official assistance,
but these are, happily, few and far
between,

Twice since the November balloting the
Damocratic members-elect of the Sixty-
second Congress have met in caucus, and
have transacted business with every ap-
pearance of good nature, toleration and
order. The prediction that they would
be at each other's throats hefore their
first session opened has not been ful-
filled. They have given evidence of their
desire to make good their platform pledge
of economy by voting to abolish a num-
ber of jobs valuable to themselves as
patronage. If they continue as well as
they have begun they will give the lie
to the hopes of their partisan opponents
and the fears of their unconvinced sup-
porters.

‘That It is known to be the resort and Imn{om
for all kinds of dangerous eriminals Is a striking
filustration of the present inefMelency of our Police
{epat linent.  In the old days that could not have
happened for a minute.— From a speech by an as-
safpant of the city administration,

8o in the “old days” the police reached
the highest peak of virtue. Who would
have suspected it?

——

An lowa Editor Remembers.
From the Wyoming Journal.

We had Intended to say It before, but forgot
. When In Des Molnes lately we saw Mias
Jessie Bradshaw. formerly of Wyoming. She
She sent heg

. | kind remembranees o all the old filends In Wyo
Nor is it

ming. which we hereby dellver in this general
but pone the less sineere and earnest way.

——

Wanted to Know.
Mistress- Are you fond of children?
Nursemald - Nope. Are youl
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GUNS OF THE WORLD'S NAVIES.

The artillery material  of warships is
wenerally divided into heaviest, heavy,
medium and light guns, the first including
callbres greater tham 11 inches, the second
calibres from 8 to 11 inches, the third from
4 to 7'5 inches, the fourth below 4 inches.
These four classes are still in use by most
navies, although the tendency of late years
has been to ure only two classes, the heaviest
and the medium so far as calibre is con-
cerned,

The heaviest or most powerful guns are
designed to perforate the heaviest armor
on perpendicular impact with a certain
excens of energy at battle ranges. ('ntil
unite recently it was assumed that the
decisive antion between battleships would
rake place at about 1,500 to 2,500 yards, but
the increased radins of action of the torpedo
(the distance It can run) has greatly in-
creased the fighting range for artillery, and
all nations are now agreed that the main
battle ranges will be between 5,500 and 8,500
yvarde, or between three and four miles,
This of course makes greater demands on
the power of the heaviest ships' guns, inas-
murch as they are now expected to accom-
plish at three or four miles what was formerly
reguired of them at less than half that
range

There ware two ways of meeling these
higher requirements: to improve the present
calibres or to introduce higher callbres
At first it wus decided, for economical
reasons, totry the first method, and attempts
were made to increase the ¢ nergy by length-
ening the bore or gun tube and using heavier
projectiles,

A double turret of 12 inch guns 43 calibres
long, like those on the Dreadnoughts of
the Téméraire type, with all sccea=ories,
including ammunition, welghs about #00
tons, whereas the turret of similar char-
acter for 12 Inch gung 50 calibres long, like
that on the St. Vincent ciass of 1008-09,
weighe about 950 tons. In other words,
lengthening the gun tube five callibres in-
volved an !ncrease in weight of Afty tona,
or 5.8 per cent. This lenzthening also in-
creased the perforating power of the regu-
lar projectiles of that gun about 3 per rént.

By increasing the calibre of the guns to
13.8 Inches the increased energy of perfora-
tion will be bought at far greater cost. A
double turret arme:! with such guna 45 cali-
bres long welghs about 1,200 tons, that is,
35 per cent. more than a turret with 12 inch
guns 45 calibres long, but the energy of
penetration will be increased only 12 per
cent. Increasing the striking energy by
this method is therefore much the more
expensive.

The increass in muzzle velocity and the
weight of projectile naturally required an
increase in the weight of the powder charge.
But this again affected the material of the
surface of the bore more seriously. The
chemical and mechanical actions of the hot
powder gases have the effect (at first in the
vicinity of the loading chamber) of rapidly
eroding or wearing away the bore. This |
affects the accurncy of fire very materially,
because the rifing no longer fully serves
ita purpose of giving the projectiles their
necessary rotation about iheir longer axis.
The result is that the latter readily tumble.
This effect also reducea the life of a gun,
which for our guna is about as foilows:
12 inch, 83 shouws; 10 inch, 100 shots; 8 inch,
128 shots; 8 inch, 186 shota; 5 inch, 200 shota.
This means that the guns become unser-
viceablg from this cause after firing unin-
terruptedly for one hour with service charge
and that they can then no longer shoot
accurately or hit.

The Britiah guns are even shorter lived.
The greater part of the 12 inch guna of a3
and 40 calibres length. guns which are not
nearly so highly taxed in endurance as the
more modern piecea, atand only sixty ronnds
and many have stood even less.

The great atrain on the modern gun hores
has again hrought up the queation whether
the wire wound guns are equal to the forged
tube guns. The British gun constructors
use a relatively thin ianer tube about which
steel wire of rectangular cross seotion is
wound in layers to give the necessary resist-
ing power. Over this a massive jacket and
several riogs are shrunk. The wire wind-
ing, which formerly covered only the rear
three-quarters of the inner tube, is now in
the 50 calibre tubes carried up to the muz-
zle. Even in the 40 calibre tubes a certain

sagging war noticed, due to lack of strength
of material in a longitudinal direction, evi-

denced in the drooping of tha long chase l
This drooping in case of a lengthening of |
the bore or tube, in apite of the fact that the

wire winding has been extended over the |
entire length of the tube, must necessaril:

increase with increased length of tube.

Moreover, according to the investigations
of the German gun constructor P. Siwy, the !
temperature of the gases in the bore of a |
modern high power gun at the moment of |
firing I8 about 3,000 10 5,000 degreea centi-
grade, and I8 therefore considerably higher
than the melting point of gun steel. At first
only the innermost layer of metal, a few
hundredths of an inch thick, is heated ana
attempts to expand, but as this is prevented
by the outer. cold material, great pressure
is the result, and this lasts until the heat is
disseminated and the temperature equal-
ized. The more rapid the firing the greater
the p ure, which penetrates deeper into
the innermost layer, cauring a change in the
molecular structure,

But this heating also acts chemically.
The inner material is deprived of part of
ita carbon and is therefore hardened. The
inner layer endeavors to contract, to draw
its particles together, and from this resulta
a contractioh of the bore and fine cracks
which offer points of weakness for the better
action of other disturbing causes.

In addition the innermost layer of (he
gun tube i® also softened by the heat, so
that the gases rushing out earry with them
particles of the solid gun material. Siwy
has calculated from the amount of iron in
the gases blown out of gune and examined
by him that from a good 11 inch gun at
least two-thirds of a pound of iron is hlown
out in this way at every shot. The con-
traction of the bore above referred to leads
to the bursting of the gun.

The French and Americans use thicker
inner tubes than the British, and the Krupp
guns are similarly constructed. The well
known French constructor Canet, after an
experience in gun construction extendine
over more thaa thirty vears, is of the opinion
that wirefwound guns are no longer justi-
fled in view of the fact that perfectly homo-
geneous steel blocks of adequate size for
gun construction can now be readily pro-
duced. The British are introducing a 13.5
inch gun, the United States a 14 inch, de-
signed primarily for coast defence, and the
reasone for increasing the calihre are as
follows:

We bave reached the limit of development of
the 12 Inch wun, and If we wish 1o Increass the
effect ol wur armor plereing preiectiles we st
make them larger. lLarger spaces for bursiing
charges In the shell are required, but for ballistic
reasons we cannolt make the projectiics any
longer, hence we must adopt a larger callbre,
In order to prevent too great a reduction In the
Hfe of the gun a redieced murzie velodity s
adopted. such that the energy of the projectile
al the principal nghting ranges (5,300 10 A5M
yards) shall not fall below that of the old smaller
calibre,

But the introduction of a 18,5 inch gun
leads to an increase in the ship's displace-
ment. Dreadnoughts with ten 12 inch guns
now have a displacement of 18,200 tons, but
tocarrytenii';inch guns they would require
a displacement of 25,000 tons, Another
point about these larger calibres is the time
it takes to replace a worn out Inner tube,
Of course, when the inner tubes are worn
out the guns are unserviceable and the
ships have to seek a harbor or naval base
to have new tubes put in. The greater the
life of a tube the leas frequently will this
have to be done, and the quicker it can be
done®the less the reserve of inner tubes re-
quired to be kept on hand at the naval
buses. Japan considers a reserve of 100
per cent. necessary, while Great Hritain be-
lieves that one of 25 per cent. will suffiea.

The rapidity of fire has been gradually
increased to four shots & minute for the
12 inch, and the 12}; inch will probably be
about the same, Formerly on all the arger
warships there were a number of guns of
medium caiibre, hut the calibre of these
guns has graduully been increased in the

1911.

German navy from 5.2 inch to 6.7 inch, in
other navies to 7'4, &) and % nch: so
England finally decided to have but one
calibre, that of the heaviest guns.

The amaller calibres still retained on the
modern Dreadnoughts are designed for
defence against. torpedo boat attack. The
increared speed of the larger ahips led to an
increaned apeed in torpedo boats, and this
again led to the torpedo boats being mar's
larger with better protection. It became
more difficult to pat the torpedo boats out
of action with small calibre guns. For this
reamon the old 2 inch rapld fire gune were
soon discarded, and in tha firet Dread-
noughts they were replaced by the ? lnch
and later by 4ipch gune, i

The Germans and the Tapanesa still
believe that the 1'5 inch gun# are sufMciently
effective for this purpoee, and their 5.9
and 4.7 inch guns are designed primarily
to take part/in the fight against the larger
warshins, although they may also be used
against torpedlo hoats.

The rapidity of fire of the amaller calibres
is of conrse mueh greater than that of the
most powerful gune: that of the 7' inch is
eight shote a minute, the 6.7 Inch ten shots,
the 5.9 inch twelve, the 4 inch Nfteen, the
215 inch twenty to forty, and the * inch
machine gun saventy or eighty.

A WIFE'S SUPPORT.

An Important Decision Affecting Matri-
monial Rights,

From Bench and Bar.

The crude common law notlons of the
matrimnrnial relation, which often resulted
in great injusetice to the wife, have gradu-
ally given place to more enlightened 1heo-
ries.  The modification of the law In this
respect has heen brought about chlefly by
atatute, but to some extent also by judicial
decision. An important case, recently
decided, which marks another step in this
progress, is De Brauwere va. De HBrauwere
(60 Misc. 472), where the late Justice Whit-
ney held that an abandoned wife who has
expended her own money for necessaries
for herself and the children of the marriage
may recover the amount so expended in an
action directly againat the husband. This
decision seems to have been a novel one.

It is, however, only the logical extension
of doctrines long recognized by the law,
namely, that one who has supplied a wile
with necessariea which the husband has
falled to provide may recover tne reason-
able value thereof from the husband, on the
theory of an aggney implied in law, or, to
put it otherwise, that the wife has the ir-
revocahla right to pledge her hushand’s
credit for neceasaries In case he falls to
supply her therewith: and further, that she
may in such case even horrow money on
his credit and expend it for necessaries,
and that the lender may recover the amount
so lent and expended from the hushand, on
the theory that he is subrogated to the rights
of those who have furnished the necessariea
purchased with the monev so loaned.

These rules, were, however, inandequate
to meet the needs of the wife in many cases.
hacause oftentimes the delinqueat husban
had no credit which ahe could pledge: an
even If he had credit, or she could procu
assistance from friendas, -b? wr pla [:

or favor.

the itfon of a auppliant °
De Brauwere case hv extending the doc-
trine of subrogation to the wife hersslf has
placed her in a position of inde ence,

where she mm raw upon her own resources,
if she has such, for neceasaries, or purchase
them with her own earnings, and compel the
husband to reimburse her.

The doctrine of subrogation is certainly
sufficient to support the decision, but Jus-
tice Whitney suggested a ground even more
satisfactory from a legal point of view—
although he expressly refrained from de-
ciding the case on that ground—name {
that the right of the wife to recover “ia
based upon an absolute right to support
from her husband: that at common law she
could not directly enforee this right hecause
of her disabllity to sue: that theretore she
was restricted to her authority as his agent
to order neceasaries; * * * that since
her disabilities have been remov by re-
cent statutes she can siye her hushand di-
rectly in this State for breach of the con-
tract of support™ (p. 475,

Minor Mineral Producis,

Most of the American phosphate is mined In
Florida. Of the total product In 1808, worth

$10,772,120. Florida produced $3.541.301 worth. |

The 1 gures were $11.%99.124 and 848,481,509,
respectivfly, says the Unlted States Geological
Survey. While Florida slightly Increased its

| product In 1000 over 1908, South Carviina and Ten-

nessee, the other pruducing States, had reduced
ouipuis,

Californ'a produecs ail the borax mined in the
U'nited States and Is now supplying oearly all the
domestic demand. The principal mine s ln the
Death Valley reglon in lnyo county. Another mine
Is In Los Angeles county. The mineral product |s
coalminlte, or borate of lime. most of which is
shipped crude 1o Alameda. Cal. or to Bayonne,
N %, for refining. About half the product is
consumed In enamelling kitchenware, bhiut new
uses for burax are found every year

Sand lime brie's manufacturing is & compara
tively new industry in this country. but it has de-
veloped rapldly. 11 1s now Airmiy established and
will probahly show steady growth. It began In
1901 at Michigan City, Ind.. with one plant pro-
dueing only a few thousand brieks. This was fol
lowed by a plant at Winilngton, N. €. In 1803
there were sizieen piants In operation. which
marketed a product valued at #1350, Fruom
this amall beginning the number of operaling
planis and the value of the produrt Increased
steadlly until 1807, when wnlnety four operating
plants reported an output valued at $1,2%),789,
These figures are the highest yet recorded In the
Industry. In common with other Industries the
manufacture of sand lime brick fell off consider-
ably In 1908, In 1908 however, there was a small
Increase, and 1910 when Agured up will probahly
exceed the record of 1907,

The industry was started in the '90s In Germany,
where are now 2A0 plants in uperation. [n plares
where brick clay is not found and where sand and
Iime can be easily procured, these hricks can he
made cheaper than ordinary clay bricks. 1n 1002
the German Government purchased 9.000,000 bricks
of this kind for constructing army bulldings at a
saving of §20,000 from the cust of clay bricks.

Giypsum mined in the United States In 1807
totalled 2.252,78) short tons, an increase of nearly
31 per cent over the production of 1808, and 20 per
cent. more than that of 1807, There was a large
increase In the quantity of gypsum sold without
caleining and used principally as land plaster and
as an Ingredient of Portland cement and in paint,
but a drop of about 11 cenis a wn in value. The
sales of gypsum calcined for plaster showed not
only a large Increase In quantity butan increase in
value at the mills, averaging nearly 30 cents a ton.
Gypsum was produced in sixteen States and two
Territories besides Alaska. The largest produc-
tion was reported from New York. Michigan and
lowa occupled second and third places. The pum-
her of milis reporting production In 1078 was
ninety -one, against elghty-eight In 1908,

The Increase in total value of [gypsum and gyp-
sum produets imported into the United States In
1000 over 1008 was a ilttle less than 20 per cent.

Coke,

The production of coke In beehive ovens and
retorts Intthe Unlied States in 1800 was 29,315,008
short tons, worth $A0.965,.483, against 26,033,518
tons, worilh 362,483,083 In 1808, The |ncrease
was 31.02 per cent. In gquantity and 43.92 per cent,
Invalue. Notwithstanding this increase she out-
put was still 1,463,400 short tons and $21,A73.848
below the high record made In 1807, which was
10,770,584 short tons, valued at $111,559,128, The
1908 Increase over 1008 was mainly made o the
last half of that year

The average price a ton was $2.40 In 1908, against
3220 In 1MW, while In 1807 the average price was
$2.74 & ton. Coke made In the by product ovens
is the more profitable. AL the close of 1808 there
were i@ of them under construction. ‘Thelr prod-
uct in 1000 averaged In price $3.27 a tor, agalnsy
$2.10 for the output of the beehive ovens,

Well-Maybe,
From the (Chicago Record-Herald,

She does not wear & harem skirt, and has no wish
o Wear one;

The disposition that she has might well be called
a falr one;

She has no foollsh whims or fads, she's wise and
she Is witty,

And, more Inumrl:unl sUll, perhaps, she's grace-
ful and she's pretiy.

She has no tme for trashy books, she never looks
inside them;

Her talents are uncommon ones, and well she has
applled them;

She plays the harp with spendid skill, she's mod-
est, as she should be,

There may be sweoter girls, but | can't well see
how there could be.

Yet why should | he wasting time In singing
praises of her?

She Is my sisier; so, of course, the world muss
know | love her:

She's all my sister ought to be, an faulliess as &

aby
11 all giris were as she, should |
Q\ﬂh maybe, BPPIOVe of thom?

|WHEN THE PARK WAS FENCED.

Recollections of the Days of Ol New
York.

To tae Epiton or THe Sux-Sir: When
8 years old I lived in Beekman street, south
side, between Park row and Willlam street:
polios station thers now. [ went to a pri-
vate school opposite. A few doors west of
it lived Mayor Woodhull. A son of his
went to the achool;: he waa killed by fall-
ing from the roof of their house while fiy-
ing a kite. On the corner of CIIff atreet was
St. George’s Church, whose clock supplied
the time for the neighborhood. Dr. Spring’s
Brick Chuvroh ocoupled the triangle Park
row, Beekman and Nassau streeta. There
was no post ofMoe at the south end of the
park, buta large iron gate. On the “Fourth”
the militia paraded; the park was filled with
boothe, and at night there were fireworkas set
off in front of the City Hall, There was an
iron fence around the park. At a point
nearly opposite Frankfort street was a
triangle, each leg about two feet, which
wan shut ont of the park by the fence. Can
any one tell why? [ understood it was for
lack of title. On Chambers atreet, opposite
the park, was Billy Burton's Theatre, with
the flneat comedy cast ever brought to-
gether. On Chatham street was the Chatham
Theatre, the home of the melodrama. Just
south of Beekman street was the famoua
Park Theatrs, the home of the tragedians
Kean, elder Booth, Forreat, &c, Barnum's
Museum, where the St. Paul Bullding is
now, was a great place for the boys: admia-
slon one shilling. 1used to take my Innch
and stay all day.

The hotels below Chamhers street were:
American, corner of Park place, afterward
burned with loas of life; Astor, Franklin,
Globe, City, &c., all on Broadway. Retail
stores were on Maiden lane: the wholesale
district east of Broadway from Pine street.
Atthe cornerof Broadway and Beaverstreet
was the large boarding house of the Misses
Mix and Trip. Whitehall street and State
street were residences. Where the Custom
House now Is were some of our wealthy
citizens.

The Harlem Rallroad had ita headquarters
at Tryon row, where the Brooklyn Bridee
entrance now is. A small room where the
Municipa!l Building is now being erected
was ita depot, ticket office and waiting room.
The cara stood out in the street. When it was
time for a train to start the cars were drawn
by horses up to Fourth avenue, where the
locomotive was attaghed. The train then
went through the tunnel. The roundhouse
was where the BSeventy-first Regiment
Armory is now. When about 10 years old |
walked from Twenty-first street to York-
ville, Eighty-sixth street. Tt was a country
road, rall fences, u few houses, all frame and
of no pretension.

The first opera 1 ever attenced was at
Castle Garden. You had to go over a
bridge to get to it. The opera was “Norma"
and the artists Grisi and Mario. 1 stood
in the park and saw tho Park Theatre burn.
It was a cloudy night and the fire could be
seen for a long distance. One of your
correspondents inquires in reference to
Winter Garden. This was bulit in the late
‘sos. The Lafarge Houme, covering the
present Broadway Central, was built, and
through it waa the entrance to Tripler Hall,
where Jenny Lind sang after singing at
Castle Garden. The hotel and hall were
magnoificent for those days. la this hotel
Jim Fjske was murdered. On the site of
Tripler Hall was bullt the first theatre New
York had seen. It was intended for Laura
Keene, but when finished it was found that
W. E. Burton had the lease. A theatre was
then built for Laura Keene on the other
side of Broadway: there she coined money.
Burton did not make a success; the sympa-
thy of the public was with Miss Keene. She
had a fine company, Joe Jeerson, Sothern,
Agnea Robinson. Dion Boucicault and others.
There was prodaced the “American Cousin,”
which had such a remarkable run.

Julian's Band came over in the early
‘sos and gave its first performance at
| Castle Garden. There he heard the katy-
|dldn. which suggested his composing the
polka by that name.

Then there was the old Walton House in
Franklin Square, on which | would look
| with thoughts of its Revolutionary hjstery.
|'Then there was (Gieorge W. HBrown's chop
| house, and Dorlan’'s, the real original, at
Fulton Market, where you could stand and
see oysters {rying a golden brown in clear
pork fat. From each oyster as you cul ran
the milk. Why cannot we have them now?

NEw York, April 1, F. A. TANNER.

GOVERNMENT VOUCHERS.

How the Travelling Employee Uses His
Spare Time.

To TRE Epiton o TRE SUN - 8Sir: At
regular intervals the newspapers invite
the attention of the public to that ancient
spectre, the expanse account of the employ-
ees o' the I'nited States Government. A
Kreat weariness ses me when | see
this, but usually 1 haven't the heart to pro-
test. Now, howaver, the month has ended,
and with it | have passed another of those
documents up to the Department to have
its every item subjected to the scrutiny of
some clerk who possibly never travelled a
mile nor ate a meal on a railroad in his life.

l.et me give snome idea of that account.
It wa# in the amount of $18 and some cents
expended during one calendar month. It
was made in triplicate on 4 form about the
#ize of a tax return blank. It bore my sig-
nature beneath an oath, taken before a
notary, which said oath contains just 179
words and closes with “S8o help me God”
(printed in capitals). On that form are
hlanks for the certifications of two more
officers,as well as half a dozen spaces for
references and check and letter numbers.
Witkin the vasty deptha of the interior of
this form a space ia provided for the item-
izing of the uccount, and some itemizing is
necessary. or rather required. Likewise
explanations as to why the expenditures
ware made. And this is only a part. Ac-
companying the account were five copies
of letters authorizing me to “incur” the
attendant expense, and lastly a package of
“sub-vouchers” showing that | had paid
the stated sums. The mere iact that 1

aad sworn so apparently did not count, |
estimate that my time required to prepare
this document is worth at my present rate
of ‘nv ahout 915,

How much the time of the auditors will
amount to is not for me to say, but judgin
from the ousries sometimes propoundnd?
IIohtould estimate about 830. Some economy

3
.‘Pow it ia said that $12,000,000 is expend
vearly in official travel expenses. P.mnl.rg
that about $40 an employee. Also, we hear
now a careful In:sﬂl'ﬁion of nf. whole sub-
ject is to be made, hat will we have to
do then? Study integral calculus in ordﬂ.-
to get tha documents "J’ satinfactorily?
Shall we have any other duy assigned us
besides the taking of roceipts and prepara-
tion of the vouchers? t in made any
more complicated the entire month will be
no{uuraﬂ = A S

‘'ommén sense properly applied cou
reduce some of this red tape lg pmcioncl\"’,
and eMciancy ia true economy .

| have sworn 10 a stack of these account
falan at them', and each tiine | felt that
was perjuring myself, for they wepPe not
“just and true in all respeots * .{'otravnllor
.-?n charge every cent expended by reason
of travel in a satisfactory form for reim-
bursement, unless he has a mind At jor
nothing else and then he has no business
to be lm\'ellinl." =

IOVERNMENT EMPLOTER,
NEW York, April *, RLOZRE

—— e

The Handle of Bourne,

To TAR EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: Wrong, O
luminousoracie; it I not, and never has been. “Jack"
Bourne. “Johany" Bourne he was universally
called In New Hedford where In the early ‘Tos he
used to stagger that archale town by his sartorial
accomplishments and his royal style of spending
the money that his douing father, plutoeratic old
Jonathan Hourne deall out w him in allopathic
doses. He was a prince In the eyes of us younger
chaps, and one of his greal pieasures was to stuff
us full of delectable cream cakes made at a famous
bakery on Unlon street.

| am aware that these are but airy trifles of
Information, but as the commonest things in the
early lives of greatl statesmen are oft regarded as
Important exegeses of their later careers, | heg
the Inclusion of matters that show the Senator's
Juvenlie leanings toward the referendum,

But not "Jack™ please not. Call him “Johnny*
as New Hedford and Harvard meteorically knew
him, A, Fibus AcmaTes.

Boatox, April 1,

—

CRIPSOF OLD WORLD POLITIy,

Germany and France,

Cermany showed at the eritieal thine <ope g,
position to Imprde France In nsseriing herep.
fo the Meroccan crisle. Acovording (o i
sources of Information the polley of e ip "y
to Interfere In Africa with a view o 1 ving
France to assent to Cermany's plans iy (e e
dnad rallway matter. regardiess of the 'n'e rore .
England. This view Is perhaps a 'rifle fapepp
and anyway the Nagdad rallway problem y
nsolved without an Anglo-Gierman clash

‘The suspicions aroused, Bowesver, show he as
tent to which the relations between | rance And
Cermany are regarded as the keystone of o,
European situation, and how very un<iabie 1p,
keystone Ia consldered. 1t Is pointed vuy (hgy
the only real asanrance of peace (s the shsalyis
strength and solld!ty of the (wo grotips Into whiey
the Powers are divided. The least weakenine n
either the Triple Alllance or the Tripie Entene |
the signal for political aggravations and politjey
nervousness. Thus the repeated hinte sipce the
Potadam (nterview that the understanding pe
tween I'rance. Fngland and Russia had heen 1o
minated or weakened has set the prophers o
disaster croaking.

Another source of trouble Is the misconcepijoy
whirh prevalls as to what the relations betwesy
France and (lermany ought to he, or rather ae
to what it Is reasonable to expect them o he. 7,
assume the possibiiity of cordial friendsiip ang
good will Is absurd. The blood shed forty yepr,
ago has not dried in the memories of the mep o
to day. The gap In French territory I wo greq
for the wound to have healed yot. France niay p,
longer regard the “revanche” as a pracilcal ain
but she Ia none the less bitter, As for German,
the constant tone of her press. for instance [y
the matier of the Forelpn Leglon enlistments, |y
proof that though victor and galner. she feary,
suspects and hates France, Her mind s more
bent on the "revanche” as an element of the ¢,
ture than ia that of France tself.

Therefore the reasonable thing 1o seek betwesy
the two peoples Is a cool, practical working agree
ment, allowing each to develop along Its owy
lines without Interference from the other. Suep
an agreement in Iis full extent would clear the
way for France to assume in Morocco some sucy
position an Eagland has In Egypt or she herseit
in Tunis. She would assume military contr)
allowing natlve government to rule domestie
affairs—native government within humane Hmi.
~—and maintalning an open door and equal trading
advantages for all nations. Such an arrange
ment would give France falr compensation for the
nacrifices she Ia making: It would mean the apeedy
civilization and development of Morocco, and
Justice would be done to all other Intereats. Fyrn
pean opinlon seema to be, however, that a free
hand will never be given to France until some neyw
drawing together of the Triple Entente or elw
an effectual regrouping of the Powers restorm
equilibrium to Inwernational polltics.

1< e

Change ITmpending In Tarker.

Those who keep thelr eyes on Salonica, whiey
Is now spoken of by pessimists as the viruy)
capital of Turkey. are sure that they see sigm
of impending change. Indeed there are num,
who belleve that nothing but lack of polllieal
ambition on the part of Mahmud Shevker Pash
prevents him from hecoming at once the millury
dictator of Turliey. His popularity has bees
steadlly Increasing since he led his victorien
army Into Consantinople and smashed the
power of Abdul Hamid forever. He is the jdol
of the soldiers.

Reajdes, there (s a great reaction among the
officers against the Committee of Tnlon and
Prugress, and consequently against Iberal ideas
in general. The commitiee In neither united nor
progressive. [t has done nothing for the coun-
try In the last year except turn out Cabloet Minis.
ters. \t present the Grand Vizier, Hakk! Pasha,
and the Foreign Minister, Rifaat Pasha, are slated
for decapltation., but it appears they have the
bad taste to realst; they have made a deal with
Halll Bey, the newly named Minister of the In-
terior, and simply refuse to be put ent,

The committe¢ magnates are amarzed at the
entrageous reslatance to thelr behests, but ;s
they are split up among themselves they are
unable for the moment to Inflict proper punish
ment. The sccrets of their meetings are guarded
by an ironclad oath; but there are leaks, and It a
sald that the recriminations exchanged are of the
most violent character. Meanwhile the military
clubs at 1'akub and Monastir are looming Inte
prominence. ‘The opinion Is growing fashionable
in military clreles that however excellent psr-
Hamentary government may be for other peo-
ples It is unsulted to the Turkish genlus.  Strong
one man power, backed by an army, Is the grov'-
ing ldeal.

It Is well understood that Sheviet I'asha hotd-
these very opinions. Should he deelda In the
near future to put them to a practical test It would
scem as If all the suppor’ he needed were ready
made to his hand.,

Rritish Naval Programme.

Fngland Is not goling to quit Dreadnought bulid-
ing this year, in spite of talk of limltation of ar
mamenl negot'atlons with Cermany and actual
arbitration pourpariers with the United States,
the stronges! two Power combinat'on among ex
Isting possib!ilties. The naval estimates for 101!
12, Just out, call for a tota) expenditure of £44,992 -
500, againat £40,803,500 for 1910-11, an Increase of
£3.788 800, or about S18841,000. Dut of this grest
siim e new Dréadnoughts are to be bulit.

There is to be an Increase In the personnel of
thirty -ive commissibned oMcers, seventy nlne
subordinate officers, 148 warrant oficers. 1.A0
petty oMcers and seamen, and 1,117 boy's, a total o*
3248 men. A small reduction In the coasiguard
service will make the net lnerease 3,000,

Anewdry dock Is to be bullt at Rosyth, and twe
new floating docks for Portsmouth agd the Med
way are (0 be fAnlshed durlng the Ascal year
Ships of old programmes will call for paymen's
amounting to C£13,32%,232, or about $84,426,1%.
The new programme calis for an expenditure of
£1.738,815, or $5.908 225, In the year, hut Its ultimae
cost wlil be €15042,477, or conslderably niore than
$75,000.000.  The vessels en.braced In It are:
Large armored shipe... .. ... . . .
Protected crulsers ) ex e tiEeas b
Unarmored crulser. ..., !
Destroyers.. SFT
Submarines
River gunboats :
Depot ship for destroyers.............
HOMPIAL 8B .. .. ..o vivvirnirsnnnssananinnins

Total 4 »
The volte for new construction is £309 808 more
than this year's. Two of the big ships are 1o be
bullt in dock yards, the rest by contract
- —
The Alsace-Lorraine Constitution.

The German Government has rejected the
liberal amendments introduced by the Relchstag
commission Into the proposed constltution for
Alsace lorraine. These amendments made the
Statthalter or Governor Independent of the
Kalser, and placed the Relchsland on the same
foouing as the other confederated States. with
three votes In the Bundesrath.

Secretary of the Interfor Dweibrilck nade the
anpouncement that the Federal Council would
not consent to such concessions, bui 1t s take
for qgranted that Prusaia Is the real opponent. !
s the purpose of Prudsia to make the annesed
provinces an appanage, while granting them b
seinblance of Iibert)y.

A sort of compromise has been arrived al undet
which the Statthalter will be stlll the puppet of
the Kalser, but the province wi,. have three rep
resentatives in the councll. When Delbrick as
nounced his agreement 10 this the representative
in the Relchatag of the other C(erman Stales 1008
alarnm. The Kalser was 1o appoint the Stat
haltér and the Statthaliar was toappolnt the ples
potentiaries to the Federal Councll; whnt was (o8
but giving Prussia throe more voles In that bods®

So more comproniising had 10 he done. 11 va*
stipulated that the vo'es of Alsace Lorrain®
should never he counted when Prussia might
serure hy thelr adhesion to her views a malori'y
in the Councll which she would not have wiih
out them.

The remodelled constitution pleases no one bel
ter than the original draft did. The people of 1be
province say that all fte benefits are mers shams
It leaves them exactly where they were before
both as respects internal administration and W
fluence In German polities. Fqually, the G&”
man conservatives are enraged. Thelr grievanct
ja that even the semblance of freedom should
be allowed to conquered people. They npped
through the Kreugzefiung to the Prussian unt'
18g 0 protest. The feeling In 80 bitter !r-1af 1th
a question whether the Conservative Clericsl
combination on which Chancellor Hethmaot®
Holiweg relles in the Relchstag may not be sha¥
tered.

Carp's Clean Sweep.

P'remier Carp's vietory In the Rumanlap ele®
(ons Is complete. He has 184 seats out of 143 18
the Sobranje. In the first ballots for the Sena#
he secured 30 seats to 18 divided equally tu-u'ﬂ‘l'
the Liberais and Conservative Democrals Hi
majority In the popular vole, however, was ooy
433, with a total count of A,000,

A Pioneer of Medorn Business
Captain Kidd told how he buried his treasur®
“I merely used a fling system to show ¥

It was,” he eried.
Herew|lh none wondered It was lost. -




