Loxpox, June 8.<In the springtime
london always givea herself a wash and
beushup for the soason. Houses and
phops are painted, usually with a superb
disragard for the color scheme of the
place next door, and in every newly
painted stretoh there are generally to be
seen a few curmudgeonly establishmenta
keeping their London grime fo= the nest
spring.

This year the house painters and deco-
rators have been busier than ever, Lon-
don has indulg=d in an orgy of paint
Hotels, bhoarding houses and lodging !
houses have heen especially wanton
Houm whose extoriors hml eemig -
lated the grime of yoars have blossomed |
forth in all the brightness of new paint, |
and indoors the crust of a Vietorian de- |
posit has bheen ruthlossly disturbed. The!
greater hotels have been redecorated |
from garre’ to basement

London's visitora, however, have had
little opportunity of seeing her in coro-
nation pm'm No sooner wore the house- |
painters’ ladiders taken away than armies
of men began to awathe every building |
on the line of parade with timber. Homes |
and churches were put into hohble skirts
of deal m]iml'.ing some eight or ten foet {
hl.h Abowve ‘hat tiera of seats climb |
up the walla with a tremendous rake |
The top rows lcok as if they would “:\'nl
Mttle more than a view of the tops of the |
coaches,

The aspect of the streats is strange

| usaal their blue

a huge low stand that will accommodate
many thousands of apectators. White
hall, Parliament Square and all the open
ground near the Abbey is a mass of tim-
ber. Trees have been pitilessly docked,
the upper halves of statues peer ridicu-
lously out of wooden boxes, churches are
swallowad up by the tidal wave of timber.

It is almost impossible to give an ade-
quate idea of the vast amount of timber
that has been nsed for these stands
Above the reek of the petrol and lubri-
cating oil in streets where taxicabs and
motor buses crawl slowly along in the
dense traflic, giving off even more than.
hued stench, youn can
smell the fresh sawn deal.  Even the huge
stocks of timber in the London dooks,
in spite of heavy imports, show an appra-
ciable diminution, and prices have gone
up tor all the common classes of wood

This enormous amonnt of timber js
necessary on account  of the extreme
rolidity of  every wstand. The utmost
vigilanee is axercised by the distriet sur-
vevors to see that every precaution is
taken for the publie safety, and the tests
to which the stands are submitted are of
a drastic character, Large numbers of
men are made to jump about on them
in organized movements  while close
ohsarvation 1= kept upon a plummet sijs-
pended from the top to a polnt near the
pround

In one great stand tested in this wer
not only conld one see no vibration at

IN LONDON STREETS

in timber, mostly inflammable deal,
well seasoned when first brought onto the
sgene and now further dried by weoks of
dry and sunny weather. All along the
streots connecting these greator piles
runs a practically continuous line on bota
sides of similar inflammable matesl,
Beneath these stands lie. sawdust asd
shavings, awaiting the carelessly thrown
match.

It ina no wonder therefore that the police
and fire anthorities have been considering
the question of forbidding smoking on
ull street atands. The difficulty is that in
some districta no bLylaws exist giving
power to issue a general prohibition of
smoking. But public opinion in the crowd
will no doubt prevent it to a great extent,
and care is being taken to remove litter
from the premises on the route, while at
the same time the salvage authorities
|are issuing timely hints to householders
*nnd all concerned ns to measures to be
| taken to avoid risks of fire,

Never have police regulations for the
conduct of street traffic been so strict in
london as they are for the forthcoming

lcoronation. The shorter route of the
procession on June 22 and the longer
one on June 23 will be completely shut in
On the first day the approaches to the line
| of parade will be cut off by forty-five atout
| wooden gates, eight feet high, stretching
[Irnm wall to wall. Sigsty-three such gates
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and hideous. Solemn buildings like the
Athepueum,  Beform and  Devonshire
clubs are encased in masses of timber
The din of saw and hammer msddens
the old gentlemesn who are waont
throughout the day in their easy chairs,
dividing their attention between a paper
and the passershy
Looking along TPall Mall and 81 James's
stroat one sees almost unbroken lines of
single and double decked stands  In
Piccadilly of thae smaller elubs
with no handy fore courts have taken
out their windows and banled up their
rooms with red Along
here the possibility of encroaching on
the sidewalk space 18 8o small that the
geats are moerely narrow platforms cling-
ing to the walls
Near Hvde Park
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STANDS ABOUT THE ABBEY.

|
the moment hut on the following dav will shut off the approaches on the follow-
the position of the weight was found  ing dav.

ta b absolutely unchanged. To stand
stch tests as this, and the digstriet sur-
Vv will not the slightest risk,
the most solid construction is necessary
If the coronation were postponed for ten
vears the majority of the grand stands
waonld probably be siill quitesafe. Great
Joista and beams with 3 inch planka are
held together both by socketing and steel
rods, by great  iron bolts with screws
and nats calenlated 1o endare for a gener-
ation

From another point of view it has been
pointed out that there considerable
danger from these huge erections, From
the Mansion House to Buckingham Palacs,
from the Marble Arch to Westminstar
Abbey, London is as one huge ready made
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I'he moment the police decide that the
streots are comfortably full with the
standing crowds all the gates will be
closed, except to prople holding tickets
for stands and seats. Nor will they be
admitted if they arrive after the hour
fixed by the police, Some side streets
will not be available at all for the two
complets days, for they will be filled with
fire engines, with steam up all the time,
and ambulances

The doors of Westminster Abbay will
be openad at €30 A, M, and closed at 9,
No carriage will be wllowed to bring
even the most important people to the
Abbey excepting the King and Queen
and roval family after 8:80

Troops and police will be in position at

l Fhoto copyright by Recard Prose

make it advisable wheeled
*be stopped even eirhier,
carriage, cyvele or car will allowed
on the line of the procession between
{4 A M on June 22 and 130 A, M. on June
123, All the tube and underground rail-
| opening on to the

way
will be closed ageinst the exit of pas-

traffic
In fact no cab,
Frr

stations rovte

| #engers as soon as the police think the

streets are comfor:aobly full

By 7 P. M. police will form a continuons
line in the centes of the roadwavs all
over the West End and in the city. By
this means the groat crowds ont to seas
tha illuminations will divided
two streams, going east, the other
west,  Exits here and there will be pro-
I\'hlwl_ but n crossing of the stream
will he allowed. At night all the -
minations iare (o he extingiished at 12 30,

br mnto

one

0

land the Commissioner of Police his de-
| cided that thiere shall be no extension
lof the hours for public houses, which

will have to close at 1230 sharp, as usual
These two regulations have been decided
fupon in order to give the police a chance
of gettingg a few hours rest

Many pearesses will be up and dressed

on the coronation day as early s f they |

ywere just returning home from a dance

Some will be ealled by their maids at
SA.M. They willall be waiting anxiously
{for the arrival of the artists in hair-
dressing  on whom will rest the grave
responsibility of building up becoming
coronation coiffures,

Thesa professors of the hair waving
jand arranging art are few in number,
| 'There are not more than a dozen of the
Mimst runk for each hundred peeresses
invited to the Abbey, and in consequence

i
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there has been an unexampled demand |
| for their services, A dilatory countess |
:v.ho walked into a Bond street coiffeur's |
shop on Friday and ecasually ordered |

| him to coma to her hbuse on Grosvenor

'Square at 7 A. M. on thecoronation day !
was surprised to ba told that all the ex- |

perts in the shop wera booked from
380 A. M
hour that her aristoeratic head could pos
wibly he dread to support ite coronet,
Some women have decided to have
!their hair arranged the night before,
which will necessitate their not going to

bed at all It takes & hairdresser three-

will

on, and thas 3 was the only

ondon

WESTMINSTER'S PRESENT STATE.

top and parted in the middle with a mass
of curls at the back and sides, on the top
of which the coronet = placed

The peeresses are as busy as any hard

working women in London at present,
for besides the social round they are
spending  hours trying  on robes and

gowns for the coronation and rehearsing
their part in the Abbey procession. Then
they are deep in preparation for the
Shakespeare ball, and many of them had
their first lesson in stage decorum from
Louig N, Parker on Friday, when a re-
hearsal of the Tudor aquadrille which is
to be a feature of the great fancy dress
ball took place.

King George's coronation cahe is called

)
THE CORONATION CAKE.

|lhn most gorgeons monument of con-
| fectionery ever made, It was designed
by a Royal Academician, It weighs 500

Most of the coiffures will be flat at t!w‘.’lhnnlul icing and 100 pounds of butter,

v
'

sugar and flour were used 1n making it
In ghape it is octagonaland thereare four
large and four small panels of icing en-
closed hy sixteen Corinthian columns

Of the four larger panels the principal
one has hand painted miniatures of the
hing and Queen surmounted by the royval
coat of arms and surrounded by the rose,
shamrock and thistle. The other three
panels have medallions of the arms of
the The four smaller
panels have bas reliefs of cupids holding
shiclds inscribed *G. R."

At the top of the cake is a bordering
of fish, seaweed and shells representing
the seagirt British Isles.  Over all thig is
a temple of Gothie style supported by
eight pillars and at the four corners are
septed statuettes of Peace, Prosperity
Agriculture and Commerce, Inside the

virions colonies,

| temple stands a figure of Britannia, while

the arms of Enpgland, Scotland, Ireland
and Wales are displayed upon four shields |
resting on the steps of the temple,

A =econd temple contains a model of
a full rigged ship, for George is the Sailor
King. and on the roof of this temple three
lions rampant support a cushion bearing
St Edward's crown,

Yesterday  afternoon Mra, Whitelaw |

Reid opened an exhibition of ancient plate |

at the Mansion House., Two of the mev

imnteresting pieces in the exhibition wes

the Crystal Sceptre and the Graoe o
The former, of which the <hat d

from Anglo-Saxon times, will bs

by the Lord Mavor at the ¢ !

Westminster Abbey, It is made of 1

o
crystal mounted with gold and

The workmanship is <o fine that it

are cast upon ite Anglo-Saxon orign e

some are inclined to attribnee
finest period of what is technieally
Gothic, that is, about {100,

The Barbers' Grace Cup has heon valy

ad

———— e

at $300,000. From the sketch it can he

aeen that thir piece is also of simple de

sign. It was presented by Henry Vit
in 1540 to the Barbers Company.  Four
bells hang from the cup, and these “eyery
man 18 to ring by shaking after ho Las
drunk up the whole cap ”

Thig cup, though it has heen stolen

pawned and sold and was “lent to charles

I. and returned intact,* remains the most
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