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SOME XKW noOKS.

Mntlnme lie Slalntcnen.
To tlomonstrnto thnt Mmn. de Main-

tenon has on tho whole suffered unjustly
Si public opinion CKAM.OTTK l.ndy IlLKN'- -

SKniiAHivr has undertaken n review of
the whole situation In hor l.ol XIV. and
Itadamr dc Mnintawn (Charles Seribnor's
Sous). Mine do Mninteiiou roallzo.l that
Sor phenomenal rlso from obscurity was
the cuu w of all the animosity against her.
IVhon oMirytliliiK which lias over boon
brought, forward ngnlnst this romarkablo
woman is weighed in the balance, says
tody loimorhassot, an impartial Judg-

ment will decide in hor favor. Her errors
sf Julgmont and doubtful compromlson
srerti more excusable in hur tinto than In

jurown. Sho did not rise abovo Its proju-dlco- e.

nor worn her intellectual Rifts of
thsexcoptiomi1 uality which amounts to
Ronfus Il"r Kwnrs for good woro llmltod
by a will to wIiom dicta'" she had to sub-rai- t,

but conscience governed hor life
Tho unfailing tact and incomparable dig-olt- y

f hor bearing, tho unselfish ilovotlon
Of mure than thirty yoars, justlflod tho i

rholco of tho King- '!' XIV. ns
woll as to Mum. do Mninieiion tho schol-

arly researches of mndoni historians
which havo silenced tlattorv and rofutod
lander havo provod a gain.

Francoiso d'Aublgno' was born No-

vember 27, 1035, at .S'lort. Whllo hur
widowed mother was ranting hor living
by tho worK of her hands Francoiso found
a second mother In Mmo. Vlllotte, an num.
Bhe also spent much time with Mmo. do
Xeuillan, wifo of tho commanding oflloer
Bt Nlort, both In the country and in Paris,
where tho lady lived in n houio of a cousin
or brother, the Karon do Saint-Herma-

His house stood near tho Hotel do Troves,
where since lfltu tho burlesque poet and
wit Paxil Scarron had inhabited a spacious
nportntrnt About the end of 1051 Knin-coU- e

d'Aublgno. who had returned to
Paris, received fro'ii Scnnon tho fol-

lowing proposal: Would she enter a
convent and lxi n nunV If so ho would
provide tho necessary funds, Sho re-

fused. Tho next question was: Would
she consent to marry him? Shonccopted.
This In all that Is known for certain about
this crisis of tho young girl's life. Sho
was not yot 10, nnd it is Impossible to sup-
pose that sho weighed tho consequences
of what she was doing. Hor mother knew
and consented. Anecdotes about this
extraordinary occurrence abound, not
one of whtch'can bo verified. The genoral
impression was that tho sordid avarice
of Mme. de Neuill.iti was resonslblo for It.
She is said to havo encouraged tho mar-
riage, which, disgraceful as It was, seemed
to many under the circumstances a stroke
of fortune for tho destitute, neglected girl.
Once, and once only, did Mme. do

her union with
Scarron. It' 1078 she wrote to hor brother:
"You will find it strange that a woman who
was never miirrioa hiiouiii give you so
much information about marriago." Scar-
ron duscribos himself as being bo lame that
he could neither turn round in his bed nor
flick away a fly if it choso to settle on his
nose. Kor eight yoars the young wife pre-
sided over this cripple's household and
actedta his nurse.

II.
Theo'oung Mmo. Scarron was beautiful,

sweet tempered, discreet, modes and
very intelligent, according to the verdict
of a refined and distinguished person of
the time. Timid at first, she soon ac-

quired and showed rare
toot. When tho tone of tho conversation
became too free she quietly retired toiler
room. She "improved Scarron in many
ways," haid his friends; ho consulted her
on his utylo nnd taught hor Italian, Span-
ish and Latin. A young admiror onco
said of hor that ho would sooner show ct

to tho Quoon than to Mmo. Scarron.
Apparently Scarron was tbe one to be
congratulated on his good fortune; his
wifo ovon succeeded in relieving their dire
poverty by getting from the all powerful
Minister Fouquot, whoso wifo was very
fond of her and invited hor to her famous
country seat, a pension of sixteen hundred
livres and other gifts. The truth seems
to be, despito tho accusations of Saint --

Simon and hints from other sources, that
no serious blamo ever fell upon the con-da- rt

of the beautiful young woman, who
was exposed to uncommon danger and
surrounded by slanderers, the worst of
whom was her own dissolute brother, for
whomsho proved an unfailing providence.

On October 7, 1060, Scarron died. "He
talked for forty years without having
anything to say," was the verdict pro-
nounced on his literary work by his col-

league, Cyrano de Bergerac. He left his
wife everything he (possessed,- - but there
wma not oven enough to pay for tho fu
neral. Through tho good offices of an
Influential woman tho pension Irestored
to Scarron was continued to his wifo by
the Queen Mother, and in 1006 it was
auctioned by Louts XIV., a few weeks

after the death of his mother, with the
obliging words that tho King remem
berod the services rendorod by Agrippa
d'Aubigno to his grandfather, Henri IV
This was no doubt the first time Louis
XIV. aver heard tho name of Mme. Scar
ron. At this period of her early widow
hood sho became an intlmato friend of
the MarqulBO do Montespan, still a virtu
ous young wife, nnd of Mile, de Chalals,
known to history as the Princesse dos
Urelns. She disappointed the scandal-
mongers by never having either a love
affair nor an adventure. She loved above
oil things to bo respected nnd to enjoy
consideration. To acquire merit and to
be pruned for it, this was what she h'orself
calls her "folly nnd her idol. She cer
lainly had many warm friends, among
them the .Marquiso do Sevigne, who was
not in the habit of sparing anybody when
thero was a good story to toll, yet never
varied in her appreciation of Mmo. Scar-
ron. She droMtod with the utmost sim-
plicity; "like a servant," Mmo. de Montes-
pan said one day. Itcllgion had llttlo or
nothing to do with her austerity in the
beginning, though hint was always a
pk.is mlndi'il woman. Then slowly a
change cumo over her and mndo her
lonti fur the blessings of a seriously pious
life, and she embraced it in tho sober,

way which is characteristic
of hor. In older that this change may bo
prox'ly understood, and becauso the
quost ons and persons involved ployed a
pan m th lady's later influential life,
Ijidy HleiinerhaRHot furnishes a very
clear and interest lug summary of religious
reform in the seventeenth century, in
cluding the famous establishments of
jwi!-iy- r aim i on itoyni. their Heads
nnd prominent men l us. 1 iinsn ndigious
forcni pervaded not i.uly social life Inn

tho email of dit inguishod men and
wornon who worn m.t nitractod by the
greatest religious invivnl wiinmsnil since
tho Itftformai lmi 'I hem are distinct
signs that even in those ilnvs hor mental

ttltudo was liTtil t hnientsrii The
only ri'ro Mm pad it I'asca
whoso numo slio never hiih iiw, was

aversion for the Jesuits. What she did,
when Impollod to more devotion, was to
choose as her spiritual director the Abbd
Gobelin.

It was after sho became more dovout
that tho path to her future eminence was
opened for her in a curious manner. In
1607 or the following year Mmo. do Mon-tcspa- n,

her friend, succeeded Mile, do la
Valllere as Louis XIV. "h mistress, and tho
care of her children was confided to Mme.
Scarron. The King often met Mme. Scar-
ron In tho apartments of the Marquise, but
the first Impression she made upon him
was unfavorable: "I hated the court," she
says, "and besides the King did not like
mo and avoided me. He was afraid of
finding a bol osprit, a person difficult to
please and very fastidious In her taste."
As for her duties sho took them very seri-
ously, was dooply attached to her young
charges nnd was t ho only person who
shared tint King's griof when his children
fell ill or died, After ho legitimatized
his offspring by royal doorw, December
20, 1073, Mmo. Scarron spent most of her
time with her charge at court and was
treated with the distinction dun to the
governess of tho royal children of France,
lint constant Intercourso between hor and
Mmo. de Montespan provod fatal. The
latter lady had no solf-contr- sho bo-cai-

more and more exacting and im-

perious, was ovidently jealous of Mmo,
Scarron and anxious to got rid of her.
Sho tried to marry hor off to an oldorly
widowe'r, n Duke.

Mme, Scarron disagreed with Mme. de
Montespan about the way tho chtldron
wore being fed nnd drugged. She owed
too much to that lady to bo hostile to hor,
but she would not endure her temper and
her attempts to make a tool of her and to
lower hor in the esteem of the King.
More than one altercation occurrod in the
King's presence, and ho trlod to act as
mediator, but had to confess that It was
easier to pacify Kuropo than two fighting
women. Obviously Mme. Scarron must
leavo court, and she only waited for
touts M . to fulfil his promises to reward
hor sendees. Sho was not grasping as
regards money, but was determined to
secure her pecuniary independence oven
at the risk of becoming contemptible to
herself. In tho autumn of 1674 tho King
redeemod his promise by giving hor 250,000
llvres for the acquisition of Maintenon,
an estate near Chartres, ten miles from
Versailles, whose rental was rated at
15,000 livres. It was usual for a land owner
to take the name of tho property, and from
th moment when, in February. 1073, the
King addressed Mme. Scarron in conversa-
tion as Mme. do Maintenon Mmo. Scarron
disappears from history. But it was not
until May, 16&S, thot royal patents re-

created in her favor the Marquisate of
Maintenon, the title of which was first
granted her in 1690. When Mme. de
.vigno heanl of the change in her f riend's
fortunes she Joyously called her "Madams
de Malntenant."

III.
The Iont of 1675 brought an unexpected

solution. Uiuis XIV. had confessors who
shut their eyes to scandals which they
worn unable to prevont and also preach
ers who told him tho truth. liourdaloue
Implored tho King to change his life, and

Easter was near to prepare himself
for the reception of tho sacraments. Mme.
do Maintenon made some plain remarks
to him one evening. Bossuet whonover
he saw the King spoke severely to him,
and entirely approved when a humble
priest of Versailles not only refused abso-
lution to Mmo. de Montespan but would
not even hear her confession. All these
incidents bora fruit. When Easter came
Mme. de Montespan left for Paris, where
she led "an exemplary life." IauIs XIV.
promised to give her up and joined his army
in May, 1675. Meanwhile Mme. de Main-
tenon devoted herself onco more to the
children. But although the King broke
his good resolutions on his return from the
army, Mme. do Montespan during tho next
three years was forcod to experience
alternations of triumph and despair.
revenging herself on open rivals, but
powerless to battle against obscure in
trigues. Those who knew her best pitiod
her, among them Mme. de Maintenon, to
whom sho now clung with desperate
affection, even making use twice of Main-
tenon as a much nooded shelter. In 16H0

Mme. de Malntonon had to resign her
much beloved little Due thi Maine into
hands of his governor, and on January 8

the King signed the patent by which he
croated a new charge in the household
of the Dauphin (shortly to be married to
a bavarian t'rlncess); "for rroncoise
d'Aubigne, Marquise de Maintenon, whose
good conduct and services were known to
him." The laconio decree was nothing
short of a revolution in court etiquette
Ladies of the nighest rank covetod such a
p'ace. The new second woman of the
bedchamber took up her functions a few
weeks later; bIio left Saint-Germai- n in
February, 1680, with a numerous suite and
in company with Bossuet, Bishop of Con-

don. A fow miles from Straaburg they
went to meet in great state tho future con-

sort of the heir to ths throne. Meanwhile
Mme. de Montespan was finally dismissed
during this year.

Mme. de Malntonon had become "the
soul of the court," Her official position
carried with it the right to private apart-
ments in tho various royal rosldoncos and
to an independent household of her own.
It was hor duty to wait upon the Dauphin,
and the King openly spent several hours
with her ovory day, Hor enemies had
plenty of chanco to got a hearing, for tho
daily reports of tho secret police to tho
King included everything from the most
important matters to the meanest gossip;
but tho King's feelings undorwont no
change, anil his esteem for her Increased
as time went on. Sho herself did not shun
the shadow of tho post nor did she try to
bury it in oblivion. She even completed
the King's conversion by reconciling him
with his wlfo, though tho poor Quoen was
terribly afraid of him. Yot she declared
that never beforo had she been so happy,
and her gratitude to Mmo. do Maintenon
was unhoundod; sho sont her presents and
paid her a visit at Maintenon, Mmo. de
Malntonon also was porfwtly contented.
The soul of Imis XiV it vory naturally
seemed to hor, had been given into her
hands by Provldenco, nnd it was her
destiny to carry out tho divine designs,
This htato of things seemed destined to
last. But in tho spring of 1683, while the
King nnd court were on n long tour of
the provlncos, tho Quoen suddenly fell
ill, nnd on tho fourth uay sno uioti. Jimo
do Maintenon, who with many others wns
nresent in tho room, triod to leave It unob- -

; served while Louis MV. was giving way
to violent griof nnd sobbing aloud. Tho

'younger Duo do la Itochefoucnuld was

intrigued with l,ouois against Mine do
Alaiiitennn. but his attomptH to ruin her
with tlin King had been futile, Ho cor-t.iin- ly

did not like hor either then or after-war- d.

Ye!, acting on a sudden Impulse,
ho wen' up to hor, soiod her by the arm
and led lior to the King. " on aro wanted

' here," he said. Shu stopped for a fw

tho whole intelleci mil life of ilm time. among thoo who worn present Ho wan a
Nevertheless Mmo. .scarron belonged to'frioud of Mmo. do Montespan nnd had

group

hr

the

the

moments, then touvols offered hor his arm
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and conducted hor to hor apartments.
Tho King's sorrows woro never lasting

and tho poor Queen wan not regretted.
In September his greatest Minister, Co-

lbert, also tiled. The King, who spent all
his evonlngs with Mme. do Maintenon,
now took to working In her rooms with
his secretaries, whllo for tho time being
her part was confined to tho passive role
of spinning or sowing near tho window, j

The King was now 46 and she was three j

years older, "a meek, resigned old lady,"
as she wrote to her brother. Sho was no I

longer beautiful, but her hair was still j

dark and abundant, her black oyes were
brilliant, her figure was tall, Imposing nnd
graceful, nnd pooplo were struck by her
beautiful hands nnd tho winning smile
which lit up lifer otherwlso sorlous coun
tenance. Since the days nt Fontalnebleau
after the death of the Queen she knew
that Louis XIV. rua determined to make
her his wlfo and regarded her with a faith
ful, deep and tender affection which nevor
chnnged for thirty yenrs. Thero is no
written proof of the marriage, howover.
The best authorities agroe that it was
celebrated probobly in January, 16SI, In
tho chapel of Versailles, at midnight, nnd
Achllle do Harlay, Archbishop of Paris,
officiated. The Marquis do Montchov-reul- l,

touvols, tho Socretnry of State,
and Ilontemps, tho chief valet de chambre
and confidant of the King, acted as wit-
nesses. Tho Abbe do C'holsv and Salnt- -
Slmon aro responsible for tho story that
louvols implored tho King on his knees
never to make his marriage public. There
Is absolutely no Indication of such a wish
having been expressed by Mmo. de Main-
tenon. In tho evil days of defeat and
terrible bereavement she shared his sor-
rows to tho full; of hor own sho never
dared to speak. They spent happy days
in common, but even then the notion of
freedom had no meaning left for her. If
she loved Louis XIV. sho hated the court.
"People who havo not breathed Its atmos
phere cannot realize tho horror of It." was
an oft repeated expression of her feelings
on tho subject. Her powors of endur-
ance were sustained by the conviction that
she was responsible for the King's soul.
His greatness, the greatness of France,
the welfare of millions depended on the
integrity of his moral character. He had
given it into a woman's hands. She had
nb special gifts nnd showed no great
political insight. Her faculties did not
raise her abovo the level of her time and
generation: she shared its prejudices and
did not avoid its errors. Hut slie achieved
the one task which she had promised God
nnd herself to perform. Youth and pros-
perity had corrupted touls XIV. Under
the shock of overwhelming catastrophes,
at the open gravo of children and grand-
children, his courage amounted to hero
ism and compelled Europe to respect him
,n hl oId age 0n hlg deathbe(1 ho ac.
knowledged the debt. Francoiso d'Au
blgne Marquise do Maintenon, had been
faithful to the last.

IV.
Life at court, especially at the favorite

Versailles, was far from comfortable,
either morally or physically. Lady et

draws a vivid picture of the
magnificence at th? famous palace which
housed thousands, yet where Mme. de
Maintenon practically was confined to a
single large room, in which she ate, slept,
dressed, and where the King worked
every day with his Ministers. In the
midst of hatreds, intrigues, jealousies
and arrogance of birth the King's humbly
born wife won golden opinions and de
voted affection from tho most powerful
among his relatives and in the State.
She bore herself most modestly, never
appeared in public unless compelled to
do so on festive occasions, and then took
her place with ladles of no particular
rank, so as to get lost in the crowd. She
endeavored to keep aloof from society.
and succeeded for a time; but later on
hor apartment became the centre of the
royal family, and to bo admitted to her
was everybody's ambition at Versailles.

Her rlso and her "uniqtio position"
coincide) with tho revocation of tho
Edict of Nantes, and Voltaire, whon he
wroto the history of Ixiuis XIV.. found
the opinion credited that she was at least
partly responsible for this now edict.
Whatevor may bo the truth as to tins
particular caso, sho certainly did use
her influence in religious matters. Educa-
tion In ovory form was Mme. de Muinto-non'- s

chief intoroxt. Hor spoci.il work
was the establishment of schools for mar
children. She soon found, however, that
the most prossing need was for some
institution for children of good family
and email means, particularly fur the
children of offlcors who were responsible
for tho malntenanco and ay of tholr
soldlors and who were ruinod by tho wars.
Subsequently Louis XIV. oroctod tho
Hotel dos Invalided as a rofuge for them in
their old ago, and thoir sons wero educated
at his expense in military schools. But
their daughters wore not provided for.
Mmo. do Maintenon dotorminod to help
them, nnd appealed on their behalf to
the King's genorosity. Eventually sho
was able to found the famous Salnt-Cy- r,

officially called the "Institut do Saint
Louis," on tho outskirts of the park at
Versailles, In 1684, and it has boon
called tho King's wedding present to
her. Both the King and Mmo. do
Maintenon disliked convonts. Tho King
thought thero wero too many alroady
in exist onco and that as n rule nuns woro
Ignorant and narrow minded. Tho lady
entlroly agreed with him, and added
that they carod too much for monoy, were
ridiculously prudish and so mnwhot foolish,
but as no education for women was mssi-bl- e

at that time without thorn Saint-Cy- r

was from the boglnnlng more than halt a
convent, Tho formation of character
was Mme. de Malntonon's chief aim in
her establishment, the acquisition of mere
knowledge being considered of secondary
Importance. Whon tho young girls woro
finished, usually In thoir twentieth year,
each one who married received a little
dowry from tho King. Mmo. (In Malnto-
non loved those young girls, nnd tho King
became interested. But he had to bo
amused whorovor ho wont, and this led
eventually to Unci no, then nt tho hoiijlit
of his fame, writing "Esther" and "Athalio"
for the pupils to act.

How she found tho time for Salnt-Cy- r,

corresondonce or any serious affair
mtist bo matter of wonder, whon ono
reads hor own description of hor day,
"The King sponds tho morning with mo
until ho goes to mass, I am not dressed.
If I were so I should hnvn had no time to
say my prayers. While I nm still with
my nightcap on my head pooplo como
and go and my room is like n church,

i After mass the King returns, followed by
the Duchoss do Bourgogno and hor ladles.
They stay whllo I nm dining. I nslt for
something to drink, and thorn Is a rush
to offer mo n gloss of water. Tho honor
is groat, but I would prefer to bo served
by one of my own valets, Being In my
own house, it Is for nin to nmuxn my
visitors, who are either liko tho Dauphin,
nnd do not speak n word, or liko tho
ladies, who chatter und giggle iucu&euutly,

and must bo listened to. They have
rostod; I have not. The air Is stifling;
tho King doesn't allow a window to bo
opened. My old poraon Is tho object of
universal attention because ovory re-
quest Is addressed to mo; I nm always
wanted, and I hato tho court. As soon as
tho King returns from hunting he comes
bad; to mo. Ho Is nlotio, and I havo to
bear with his sadness, with his 'vapours.'
Romoflmos ho breaks out Into tears. Ho
Is not talkatltn. Mlntstors bring bad

jnows, ami ho works with them. If I am
wanted, he calls me; If not, I retire Into a
quiet corner and try to pray for half an
hour. Supper Is served; ho wlshos mo to
havo done with it as quickly as possible,
and I hato to eat my fruit with my moat.
It has grown Into, I fool dead tired, and
the years weigh on mo. Slnco B o'clock
in tho morning 1 haven't had a moment's
peace. 'You aro exhausted,' says the
King, 'ion ought to go to bod. 1 un- -
drcps ns rapidly as over I can, because ho
dislikes the prosr.nco of my women. Ho
comes and si's at my bodsido. I am not a
glorified body, and no one is near to help
mo. Ho is always and ovorywhoro lord
and Master. 'I ho great nover think of
othors' hardships. Somotlmes a bad
cough takes my breath away and I fool
sick. Tho King remains till supper time,
at half past ton; t lion tho princes como and
fetch him. This Is my day. ory ofton
I am too oxhaustod to be able to sloop."

September 1, 1715, Louis XIV. died.
Mmo. de Maintenon had bade him fare
well, distributed tho contents of hor rooms
among her servants and withdrawn to
Salnt-Cy- r two days beforo. Hor enemies
did not fall to accuse her of having aban
doned htm on his deathbed; but he had
asked hor not to see him again, because
her presence moved him too much. At
Salnt-Cy- r Mme. de Maintenon had spent
her time in prayer. As soon as the King
was dead tho Due d'Orlcons tore up tho
will and assumed the regency by birth-
right, tho Due dc Maine finding no cour
age to protest and resigning the guardian-
ship of tho young King, which had been
liequoatheil to him. Fivo days later the
regent called on Mme. do Maintenon at
Salnt-Cy- r and fulfilled the lato King's
dying request groclously and generously.
Louis XIV. had recommendod her to his
brother and had said ti:at she had been
helpful to him in all things, and particu-
larly for tho salvation of his soul. No
explanation is offered why the King had
not himsolf provided for her. He felt
deeply troubled on his deathbod that he
had not done so, and askod what was to
become of her. "I am a nobody," sho re
plied, "don't think about mo." The Duo
d'Orleans in the namo of the young King
assigned the widow a yearly income of
49,000 livres, but it was so Irregularly paid
that one day Mme. de Maintenon found
herself with only six louls d'or In her pos-

session.
Tho life sho organized for hersolf at

Saint-Oy- r was simple, ovon austere, and
she doclined to receive visitors. Tho In-

mates of Saint-C- yr surrounded her with
a reverent affection amounting almost to
worship. As lone as sho was able sh
spent hours dally in the classes of the pu-

pils and visited tho sick and poor In the
villages near Saint-Cy- r, giving every-
thing alio could spare to tho poor, hor pen-
sioners, and her niece, whom she wholly
maintained. Sho died, at tho age of 81,
on April 15. 1719. Sho had asked to be
buried in tho nuns' comotery, hut they 1W
her to rest in tho vault under tho choir of
their church and engravod on hor tomb-ston- o

the simple words which were in
consonanoe with her roodost tastes: "Ci-g- tt

Madnmo do Maintenon. Institut rice,"
discarding a long and bombastic epitaph
which u litorary man had composed.
The spot which covered hor romalns has
boon violated, liko tho tombs of Port-Hoy- al

and tho vaults of Royal Salnt-Doni- s.

Hor writings havo boon falsified, hor
memory has boon calumniated. It sounds
liko a fairy talo that tho mightiest and
most charming sovoreign in Europe fell
in love with tho olderly widow of a not
very respoctablo playwright and made
hor his wifo. Sho nover said so, and car-

ried her soorot to the grnve.
Ijxdy Blonnorhossot's book is Illustrated

with twenty portraits of tho onilnont
iwrsons concerned.

The flood" Old Times.
In a study Ironically entitled Thr Good

Old Timr "(Hrentano'a) Fmsiiemck W.
Hackwooi) turns to the sober narrative
of historio poverty and its attendant
miseries. Saxon England is shown undor
a manorial system in which every man
owed allegiance to a mastor, who was In

turn bound to supply htm with every
necessity, food, house, clothes. The lords
wero to gtve protection and all supplies;
the serf his labor and fealty. Mr. Hack-woo- d

cites frequent testimony that this
serfdom was not tho chattel slavery once
existing in our Southern States, though
sometimes confounded with It by novel-

ists. To copo with the multiplication of
the poor and hungry in a day when ovory
man had a master theoretically alert to
see that ho lacked nothing, Stato aid for
increasing poverty took the form of hap-

hazard gifts from the crown, and tho
of tho church was divided Into four

parts, ono of which was sot asido for tho
poor. I'ndor Atholstan the payment of
tithes was mado the law of the kingdom,
of which ono-thir- d wont "to God's poor
and tho noedy In thraldom.

Mr. Hackwood noxt traces tho growing
number of noor and destitute under the
less patomal Norman regime, tno lower
c asRos seine reganieu as oi less vaiuo
than "tho good red deer." Tho pooplo
loosened tho chains of thoir bondage cliir-in- c

tho wnrliko dnys of tho Plantagenets,
tho absorption of tho lords In warfare
giving opportunities of escape from a
condition of thraldom to tno uncertain
status of outlawry. Tho Norman

again was theoretically not a heavy
voko to bear, the cruelties or feudalism
arising rather from tho grasping selflsh-nos- s

of tho lords and the economlo de-

pendence upon them of those who workod
tho land than irom any cieuneratn in
justices In tho law Itself. This Is shown
by the fact that tho system of villeinage
died a natural deatfi through lack of ad
Justmont to changing national conditions,
tho laws abolishing It following long after
tho system had become obsolete in prac-
tice.

Tho growth of tho spirit of froodom
and the number of freodmen had Its dark
side in tho Increasing hordon of unat-
tached men nnd women, hungry, lawless,
without local habitation, almost without
a name, Tho modUcval church bofrlendod
tho poor more than some controversial
writers would havo us bolievo. If it ab-

sorbed an undue portion of the national
wealth, it also was given to hospitality to
a degree almost nposl'olto; It ,wns a large
employer of labor, many workmen be-

coming skilled under Its tutelage, nnd
served not infrequently us a refuge for
tho hunted nnd outcast. From this volun-
tary occlosinstlcal preeminence in works
of mercy there naturally developed the
parochial system by which the guardian-
ship of an over increasing destitution waa

Uw ulloUod to Uio church. TUo tfthw

once paid for ecclesiastical purposes, sal-
aries, church repairs and finally the poor
were now by law devoted to the sustohaiico
of tho lost named, "parsons, rectors of tho'
church nnd, parishioners" being legally
ordoro.l to look to it that no man in tho
dominions lackod food, whllo statutoa of
Klchard II. furnished penalties for tho
appropriation of money thus dovotod to
other ends. Tho richness of the land
theoretically mado poverty Impossible
under this parochial system, but tho
avarice of tho administrators, whether
nmbitiotia layman, scheming clorio or
powerful spiritual corporation, left llttlo
for distribution. Tho sullen rebolllon
thus engendered betwoen those compelled
to pay tithes or those who expected to
boneflt undor them and tho rapacious

force so strained tho national
situation that it was relieved only by the
sudden downfall of tho parochial system
when tho hand of a greedy and conscience-
less superman closed upon tho prizes at
Issue. Henry VIII. gave to his own fol-

lowers what little of the garnered national
wealth ho did not keop for his own Imme-
diate use, despoiling the church and the
people by ono blow.

In whatever hands tho treasure lay,
the Interest of the masses in a fair share
of tho national wealth bocamo remote.
As it waa more than ever necessary to
deal with the problem of destitution, tho
parochial clergy woro forcod to create
a voluntary fund which, by again throw-
ing poor rellof on the humanity of tho
community Instead of tho State, furthor
strengthened an illusion that Is still with
us, that the care of tho sick and noodyls
the propjr duty of tho charitably inclined,
to bo repaid by gratitude that, benefits
neither givor nor receiver. Undor tho vol-

untary parochial system tho pauper bo-ca-

less a man with a righteous claim
on the commonwealth and more tho help-
less hanger on of the generously dis-

posed. Soon ho was virtually regarded
as a nuisance to be rigorously dealt with
if not mercilessly suppressed. To meet
tho domands upon parish rellof church
wardens wore obliged to roenforco tho
offerings of tho morclful by business
methods, house renting, farming on a
largo scale and even the old English
institution of the "church nlen." This
was a parochial festival for which church
wardens begged the malt and other in-

gredients of a spocial brew. This was
sold in tho church yard to parishioners
and members of other parishes, a festive
occasion from which it is not difficult to
trace the church fair still general, if
hardly popular to-da- y.

The undue revelry of these church ales
placed them under Puritan ban, though
the church was still expected to dole out
relief without special income therefor.
The failure of this voluntary system was
not more comploto than the succeeding
compulsory parochial system whon the
State again formally turned over the poor
to tho care of the ecclesiastical authori-
ties. Though tho first compulsory stat-
utes date from the reign of Henry VIII.,
the close of tho Elizabethan era only saw
the legal imposition of poor ratos, when
the State attempts some systematic
means of raising a fund to moot tho prob-
lems of vagrancy and outlawry. Those
Increased in Bpito of merciless laws for
their suppression.

Not a fow fugitives from tho cruelties
of the jails and the enslaving provisions
of tho poor laws took to tho opon. Every
forest in England was infested with rob-b- or

bands. The less adventurous, who
huddled together in towns and citlos,
found their troubles increased by the
provalonco of leprosy in a form more se-

vere than the Asiatic disease, as well ns
various infectious maladies. Including tho
dreaded plague. "The Black Death," nn
Oriental form of a putrid typhus, ravaged
tho country, killing more than two mil-

lion; thus, by leaving a lessor number to
share tho national wealth, having an Influ-

ence upon tho economic situation that
was unexpectedly beuotlcial to the ulti-

mate progress of mankind.
By moans of it tho labor markot was

completely disorganized. Tho increas
ing luxury of tholandlords mado it noces-sar- y

that their purses should bo constantly
refilled. Honco the custom of paying
rent in manual labor was commuted in
favor of monoy payment. Mon woro
frood fro m t heir feudal connect Ion wit h t ho
land, from being sold as part and parcel
thereof. During tho first year of tho
plague provisions wero cheap and plen
tiful, owing to tho oxcosslvo mortality.
Neglect of agriculture through scarcity of
lalior causod an alarming rlso in tho prico
of food. Wages roso to unreasonable
heights, tho workmen being Inclined to
take advantage of tho doarth of laborers.
Tho overlords woro hard hit, having lost
the payments for commuted service
through tho doath of thoir tonants, and
being furthor embarrassed by tho eco-

nomic dorsand that thoy should pay at tho
now rates and rocolvo return at tho old.
Parliament, in the intorost of tho lords, at
tempted to chock tho rlso in wages, and In
Justice mado aUo an attempt to rogulato
all other prices accordingly, Obodlonce
to this artificial regulation was forcod
upon tho striking workmen by fines nnd
merciless corporal punishmont. This
pressure was found of no avail, tho rise in
the price of corn making it imposslblo for
a man to keep from starvation at tho old
wage ratos.

Land owners porslstod in tholr attempts
to apply It, runaway htboioiu being
branded on the forehead, whllo towns
men giving refuge to such truants woro
rigorously dealt with. Some mot tho
situation by dispensing with labor nnd
turning farms into sheepwalks. Othors
lovled harsh tolls and duos, returning re
lentlessly to all tho oxcosslvo privileges of
feudalism. All onforcod tho old cruot
laws against taking game In parks or for
ests, till tho starving peasantry wero on
Are with resentment. Hero and thorn n
thrifty landlord solved the problem by
leasing the land to tenants for money ront.
making the tonant moot the problom of
finding labor to work It. This was tho
first appearance of a class from which tho
modern farmer has evolved. Thoso
"ploughmon"'in time acquired tholr hold-
ings and advanced to yooman rank. Tho
most popular of thoso means was tho
shoop farm, which required littlo labor
and gave large returns In tho wool which
was tho staplo of England and main
source of its woalth.

From this course followed fresh eco-

nomlo dlsastors. Tho territorial mag-
nates, finding wool farming so profitable,
were not contont with their own vast hold-
ings but fenced In tho common lands.
They thus convertod to their prtvato ag-

grandizement thousands of acres whore
once the stock of tho peasantry had froo
pasturage. From this spoliation dato tho
hedges which form so beautiful nn adjunct
of tho English landscape, a beauty pur-
chased with the lives of starving men and
women. As against a handful of land-
lords who attempted to arrest the prog-
ress of mankind by abolishing wages and
returning to the feudal serfdom the more
astute captains of Industry saw that it
was both cheaper and more remunera-
tive to control all means of supply and
thua dictag.trjrao to.Utt, laborers. --Unqer

pcolouspretoxts of reclaiming waste places
or of building up national wealth by sup-
plying national needs thoso public lands
wertapproprlnto.l toprlvotouses. Actlvo
revolt on tho part of tho people wns an-

swered by moro vigorous Parliamentary
action roonforclng tho position of tho
land holders. This private enclosure of
public lands continued within living mem
ory, a million acres Mng enclosed in 1846,

whllo In tho previous half century oven
more than this was filched from the
people by means of- - four thousand private
acts of Parliament,

In spito of the Incroaso of the national
wealth tho claims of tho poor were so
Insistent that tho Stato was forced to ap-

point officials whoso business was to so-

licit from woll to do citizons old for tho
dostltuto. Tho law varied uncertainly
botwoen oxtromos In dealing with the
problem, punishing vagnbondago with
a severity that sont In ono year two thou-
sand men to tho gallows for this offence,
and ot oxporlmonting with measuresthat
Inclined toward paternalism, such as the
Stato mnploymont of tho workloss ablo-bodlo- d.

If any ciilz.cn nblo to contribute
to the rellof of tho poor rofusod such holp
ho was by statute to bo gently exhorted
by tho parson and church wardons; If
thoso failed tho Bishop wns to intercede.
If any member of tho middle class waa
still restlvo undor tho financial burdon
of poor relief tho Bishop might bind him
over to appear at tho noxt sossions of
court, whrro his liability would bo le-

gally assessed. Tho administration of
this y,

mot hod of taxation was again given by
common consent into tho hands of tho
church, whoso clorgy, as State officials,
woro regarded as tho natural representa-
tives of the commonwealth In such mat-tor- s.

Institutions bogan to spring up on
every hand, attempts on the part of pri-

vate individuals to caro for tho sick nnd
infirm nnd to educate tho young. Tho
lords too, as thoy grow wealthy, bogan to
fool some obligation as to tho care of aged
and infirm retainers. Many butldod bet-

tor than thoy know; what woro originally
modest endowments on a small scale
through Increased land values now amount
to almost princoly sums. Thus tho city
of Blrminghnm has to-da- y an Ificomo of
15,000 a weok for tho purposo of highor
educctlon arising from a grammar school
endowment which In 1552 produced $105

a year.
Tho rich wero growing richer, but the

poor grow no poorer becauso for cen
turies tho class had reached tho limit of
misory and oppression undor which
man can oxist at all. As objects for the
bounty of tho rich thero wandorod
through tho land gypsios, itinerant
traders, cake vendors, podlors and all
such, soldiers maimed in foreign wars
and thrown asido by a country not yot
aware of any gratitudo or recompense
duo them for torriblo sufferings; wander-
ing Ituiatics sont out as harmless appeals
to tho oyo of tho Samaritan; boggars
licensed as being boyond work; lopors,
repulsivoly gowned in shrowdllko wrap-
pings, ringing bolls to warn tho passerby
to keop out of dangor of chanco contact.
Most cheerful among thoso wore the out-
laws and robbers, bolder spirits, who
singly or in bands infested tho highroads
and forests, preying unprcjudicially on rich
and poor alike. These various types of
beggary and an industry hardly removed
from it ultimately mado necessary new
reforms in tho poor laws.

Voluntary contributions were accepted,
but solo dejKndenco was not placed upon
them. Undor net of Parliament in 1597 a
general assessment of property was mado
and upon these returns tho poor ratos
woro computod and made obligatory.
This syto:n commended itself to the na-

tion, was mado permanent at tho Resto-
ration and remained in forco until 1835.

Further attempts at stato control re-

sulted In tho oitnblishment of tho work-hou- so

and poorhouso systems, which
should not bo confounded with alms
houses. Thoso latter wero foundations
of private charity, to provido the pious
poor with leisure to pray unceasingly for
tho soul of tho deceased bonefactor. As
tho establishment of legal poor ratos had
tho not unnatural result of increasing tho
number of thoso clamoring for rellof, so
tho institutions where tho provisions of
tho Elizabethan command "that the work-lo- ss

bo sot to work " woro carried into effect
had an equally instantaneous result In
diminishing tho number of ablobodiod
who claimed assistance by reason of their
ovidon but not helpless penury.

Kor two centuries tho Stnto struggled
to organiz.o nrtificinlly omploymont for
tho poor uudor parochial management.
To meet the prejudice of tho hotter class
of poverty Institutions nlong similar linos
woro founded under loss harsh names,
"Houses of Industry." "Maisons Diou"
and similar loss offensive designations.
Thoso latter offered a moans of livelihood
to tho unomployod and woro supported
by voluntary contributions, togothor with
tho salo of articles manufactured by tho
inmates. Hours of work woro fixed
moals woro provided and tho laborer was
froo to return at night to his homo and
family, relieved of all concern in finding
a markot for his products. Houses of
correction or work, prisons for tho law
loss datonlso from tho
period.

These methods, liko serfdom theoreti
cally good, woro mado odious by becom
ing In tlmo industrial prisons, whore cruel
discipline nlono drovo the Inmates to
work that choorless conditions made
hateful to tho worker. Grafting poor
law guardians further complicated the
situation. The net of 1001, providing for
the Stnto employment of men out of work,
Is still tho English law, having never boon
repealed. It has been bo modified that
in 1000, when a workman at West Ham
demanded to bo set at work for wages,
the mncistrato disallowed tho plea, do- -

clnring tho law had no way of compelling
tho guardinns of tho poor to create work
artificially for the unemployed.

By 1722 it was generally conceded that
tho workhouso was a failure in so far as
solving tho problem of tho workloss was
concerned. Thoy woro manufacturers
of paupers rather than cures of (Kivorty,
giving in addition unnecessary encour-
agement to grafting and autocracy among
minor ofliclals. Tho problem Is still far
from satisfactory solution. The London
workhouso costs tho taxpayers S5,000,uoo

a yoar, nnd in addition u sum moro than
half ns largo to pay tno omciais,

Ono reason for the failure of tho work-

houso system was the continual State
Interference In tho freedom of lalor, as
well r--s tho legal regulation of tho wage
scolo by annual unset mont of the justices,
the rate thus settled being approved by tho
Privy Council nnd proclaimed by the
sheriff. Mon i of using to accept the rate
i him autocratically legalize;! wore de- -

clared rogues and vagabonds, nnd pun-

ished accordingly. Tho resentment of
workmen at being thus limited to wages
barely equal to support life induced the
thrifty and ambitious to movo to localities
where wages were high, thus glutting tho
labor market In places and weakening it
in others. Aftor tho Rest oration the
land owners were again all powerful, using;

Parliament to bring the laborers Into sub.
Jeotion by enacting ip 1802 the Law of
Parochial Settlement. This empower?,!
the overseers to removo newcomers who
occupied a tenement of loss than $100
annual rental or could not gtvo security
that they would not come upon tho
parish for support. As no workman had
the means for this theoretically Just de.
mand parishes promptly deported tien.
comers, who in all England could legally
reside only in tho place 'of their birth
Workers were thus confined In tholr tin-tl-

villages, destroying tho freedom of
movement which enabled labor to seek
capital where the latter was most active
Artisan and sturdy peasant were thus
classed with the sick, tho aged and the
infirm under the workings of the act. Tho
industrious poor were hunted from pnrif ii
to parish, no claim for a settlement being
allowed, and punished along the way
under laws that regarded poverty ns a
crime. This cruel and stupid law of
parochial settlement lasted well Into the
nineteenth century.

With the rise of trade unions came ths
first amelioration in the condition of the
laborers. Tho medlssval law punished
such combinations as conspiracy, pro-
ceeding with such rigor that the first
tontativo attempts at concerted action
were short lived. Mr. Hackwood argues
against the prevalent Idea that these
unions aro descended from the old trades
guilds. By 1810 trade unions had grown
strong enough to boycott masters em-

ploying outside men who had not qualified
by tho regular seven years of apprentice-
ship.

The years between 1811 and 1818 were
marked by industrial wars caused pri-

marily by the Introduction of labor sav
ing machinery. This short sighted re-

bellion against so great a factor in ths
progress of the working classes waa met
by the Government by the enforcement of
the old laws making death the penalty
of such riots. Even this stupid severity
failed, and the yoar 1825 saw the law
concede the right to collective bargaining
and idleness by concerted action. With
this recognition of the trade unions Mr.
Hackwood leaves the subject of the Eng
lish workman as being at last, after
centuries of injustice, in a position to
work out his own economic salvation, not
with the fear and trembling of the older
days but with advantages at his com
mand that a Ca?sar might have envied.
Tho author deals briefly with the slow

volution of tho English rustic to an equrl
plane, and considers in passing "tramps"
and such other types of unskilled poverty
which present problems for equitable
solution by the modem state.

Mr. Hackwood concludes his highly
interesting survey of historio poverty
by a resume of recont poor law reforms.

Early Old Testament M8.
From fin FTpotitoru Ti'mf.

Prof. Kennedy of Kdinburuh University
descrlhts a hitherto unknown MS. of the
Old Testament, which he names the Codex
Edenburgensls, which he has discovered
In the Advocates I Ibrary, F.dlnbtirxh. It
Is said that for size, condition and cnlfg-rnph- y

It has few rivals rnnonu similflr
MSS. In any llbarary In the world. Strangely
enouph it has hitherto escaped tho notice
of Old Testament scholars. The manu-
script Is contained In two h'lge folio vol
umes. The material Is parchment, inn
leaves of which are bound up In quire
of elitht folios I. e. sixteen pages, with
catchword at the left hand bottom corner
of each quire.

As to tho dlfriclt question of the aes
of tho Codex Edlnhureensls. there Is no
indication In the manuscript Itself In the
shape of n colophon to any of tho hookp,
of tho date or place of writing, unless some
expert In theeo matters can Identify the
scribe, whoso name will bo given presentlr.
The character of the writing Is thus the
miln clue at present available nnd It how

that It la not a very early M9.. ny of the
tenth or eleventh century. On the other
hand tbe Codex cannot be later than the
fourteenth century. It may bo added
that the binding, which Is In pigskin oer
wo?dn boards, Is characteristic of the arts
of Gennanv and the low countries In the
sixteenth centurv. One of tho tamps of

tho figured panels which surround the bor-

ders bears the dato of 1557.

Dlckrnt's Cramped quarten. 1

from the Indnn Chrnnttlr.
Bleak Hous" nt Broadstnlrs. which

has failed to find n purchaser. Is of Interest
to the Dickens lover becunso tho greater
part of "David Copperfleld" was written
there. But It Is not tho Bleak Houe
of tho novel, which Is definitely located In

Hertfordshire. The novelist and his family
appear to have been somewhat tightly
packed In their Hroadstairs home.

When Lord Carlisle contemplated paying
a visit to "Our wnterlng place" In ISM

Dickens wrote promising him the North
Foreland Lighthouse for a night light In

his hedroom nnd he continues "As we
think of putting mignonette boxes outside
the windows for tho younger children to
sleep In by nnd by I am afraid wo should
give your servant the cramp If we hardily
undertook to lodge him." During the last
few years tho house has been trsnfformed
out of nil recognition.

diaries Itradr at Oxford.
From thr TTfUtmineffr Qaitltt.

Magdalen College, Oxford, which hi
Just accepted from Percy Fitzgerald s
bronze bust executed by himself of his old
friend Charles Iteado, never had a more
loyal alumnus than "tho greatest matter
of a narrative since Scott." It may he re-

membered that tho dedication of "Never
Too Late to Mend" Is to "The President,
Fellows and Demies of St. Mary Magdalen
College, Oxford, by n grateful son of that
ancient , learned and most charitable hone

As the novelist was a fellow of Magdalen
In days when Waynflote's wealthy founda-
tion urgently needed reform, some wicked
cynics saw In the dedication a subtle Irony
which the nuthor never Intended. The bust
has been placed In Meade's old rooms, which
of recent years hnvo been transformed Into
the classical library

WUter in Land of "The Virginian."
.lferfirinr flow rorrf iponrfence Dtnvtr

Owen Witter, whoso "Virginian made
this town famous, y was the guen
of the town, stopping here for a few hour
before starting for the Jackson Hole country
on a hunt. Whil" here Wlster wltnested
the dedication of tho Virginian Hotel, which
stands on tho slto of the old Elk saloon, In

which some of the scenes of his novel were
enaoted.

Wlster will travel from here to the Jack,
son llole.coiintry over the trail to the Bunk
Creek ranch, which figures so prom'nently
in "Tho Virginian." He Is seeking utmos- -

! phere for another Wyoming story.

A Clockmakrr'i I)lcoery. 1

Frnm the Wr(mfsffr tlasrU'.
A grandfather's clock which for manr

years has stood In tho vestry at St Paul's
Cathedral recently broke down and was

sent to n ciockmnker to be repaired. The
rtnekninker detected a faint gleam of yellow

below tho block paint on the cane, and com
mencing to remove um ruvfiiiis i."im
to light a specimen of exoilslto Inlaid mar- -

q,The rTook 'is eldently one which Is re-

ferred to In tho Cathcdrsl accounts tor the
year October. HOT. to September. IMS, a

follows: "Kor a Pendulum Clo.-- for the
South-Eas- t. Vestrey thnt goes daves In a
Wal ut Tree Case. 114 mow U tide time
Lang ey Bradley, the maker of the
hrnted St. Paul's c ock, was the Cathedral
dockmaker. and thero Is little doubt tbaf
thl clolcwa4J work.


