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SOME NEW BOOKS.

Madame de Maintenon,

To demonstrate that Mme. de Main-
penon has on the whole sufferad unjustly
n public opinion CiHARLOTTE Lady BLEN-
SERMASs 1 has undertaken a review of
the whole situation in her Lovia XIV. and
Madame de Maintenon (Charles Scribner's
Bonsi. Mme, de Maintenon realized that
ser phenomenal rise from obscurity was
she cauw of all the animosity against her.
When evorvihing which has ever been
brought forward against this remarkable
woman 14 weighad in the balance, says
Lady Blennerhasset, an impartial judg-
ment will decide in her favor. Her errors
of jrdgment and doubtful compromises
wern more oxcusable in hor time than in
survwn.  Shodid not rise above its preju-
dices. nor were her intellactual gifts of
the e xcoptona' quality which amounts to
genfua  Hor powors for good were limited
by a will to whoso dietar s she had 1o sub-
mit, but conscionce governod her life
The unfailing tact and incomparahle dig-

aversion for the Jesuits. What she did,
when impelled to more devotion, was to
1(-hno~ as her spiritual director the Abbé
|I(}nbolll.

| It was after she became more devout
that the path to her future eminefice was
opened for her in a curious manner. In
| 1867 or the following year Mme. de Mon-
tespan, her friend, succeeded Mlle. de la
Vallidre as Louis X1V.'s mistress, and the
care of her children was confided to Mme.
Scarron. The King often met Mme. Scar-
ron in the apartments of the Marquise, but
the first impression she made upon him
was unfavorable: “I hated the court,” ahe
says, “and besides the King did not like
moe and avoided me. He was afraid of
finding a bel eaprit, a person difficult to
please and very fastidious in her taste.”
An for her duties she took them very seri-
!nunly. wana deoply attached to her young

charges and was the only person who
ahared the King's grief when his children
}r-ﬂl ill or diasd. After ho legitimatized
| his offspring by royal decree, December
120, 1073, Mme. Scarron spent most of her
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moments, then Louvoisofferad her hisarm [and must be listened to. They have
and conducted her to her apart ments. rested; I have not. The air is stifling;

The King's sorrows were never lasting [the King docen’t allow a window to be
and the poor Queen was not regretted.|opened. My old person is the object of
In September his greatest Minister, Col- | universal attention because every re-
bert, also died. The King, who spent all | quest is addressod 10 me; | am always
his evenings with Mme. de Maintenon, | wantod, and I hate the court. As soon as
now took to working in her rooms with |the King returns from hunting he comes
his secretaries, while for the time being back 1o me. He is alone, and 1 have to
her part was oonfined to the passive réle | bear with his sadnesa, with his ‘vapeurs.'

nity of her bearing, the unselfish devotion | tjine with her charges at court and was
of more than thirty vears, justified the treated with the distinction due to the
thoice of the King. To lLonia XMV. a8 povernesa of the roval children of France.
well as to Mo, de Maintenon the schol- | But constant intercourse between her and
arly researches of modern  historian® | Mme, de Montespan proved fatal. The
which have silencod flattery and refuted | jatter lady had go self-control; she be-
plander have providd a4 gain |came more and more exacting and im-

perious, was ovidently jealous of Mme.

L _ |Scarron and anxious to get rid of her.
Franovise d Aubigné was born No-|She tried to marry her off to an elderly
vember 27, 1635, at Niort. While her | widower, a Duke,

widowed mother was earning her living | Mma. Scarron diragreel with Mme. de
by the work of her hands Francoise found | Montespan about the way the children
a second mother in Mme. Villette, an aunt. | wore being fed and drugged. She owed
Bhe also spent much time with Mme. de ' (a0 much to that lady to be hostile to her,
Neuillan, wife of tha commanding officer | hut she wounld not endure her temper and
at Niort, both in the country and in Varis, | her attempts to make a tool of her and to
where the lady lived in a house of a cousin | Jower her in the esteern of the King.

or brother, the Baron de Saint-Herman
His house stood near the Hotel de Troyes,
where since 1840 the burlesgue poet and
wit Pan! Scarron had inhabited a spacious
apartment.  About the end of 1651 Fran-
coise d’'Aubigné, who had returned to
Paris. received from Secarron the fol-
lowing proposal: Would she enter a

convent and be a nun? If so he would
provide the necessary funds. She re-
fused. The next question was: Would

she consent tn marry him? Shoaccepted.
This is all that is known for certain about
this crisis of the voung girl's life. She
was not vet 18, and it ir impossible to sup-
pose that she weighed the consequences
of what she was doing. Her mother knew

and consented. Anecdotes about this
extraordinary occurrence abound, not
one of which can be verified. The genoral

impression wanse that the sordid avarice
of Mme. da Neuillan was responsible for it.
She is said to have encouraged the mar-
riage. which, disprraceful as it was, seemed
to many under the circumstances a stroke
of fortune for the destitute, neglected girl,
Once, and once only, did Mme, de Main-
tenonaliudetothenatureof her union with
Scarron. 1 18758 she wrote to her brother:
*You will find it strange that a woman who
was never married should give you so
much infornation about marriagoe.” Scar-
ron describes Limself as being so lame that
he coaild neither turn round in his bed nor
flick awayv a flv il it chose to settle on his
nose. For eight yaars the young wifa pre-
sided over this cripple’s honsehold and
actedhas his nurse,

1.
The+young Mme. Scarron was beautiful,
sweet tempared, discreet, modes and
very intelligent, according to the verdict

of a refined and distinguished person of’

the time. Timid at first, she soon ac-
quired self-possession and showed rare
tact. When tha tone of the conversation
became too froa she quietly retired toher
room. She “improved Scarron in many
ways.” said his friends; he consulted her
on his style and taught her Italian, Span-
ish and Latin. A young admirer once
said of her that he would sooner show dis-
respect to the Queen than to Mme.Scarron.
Apparently Scarron was the one to be
congratulated on his good fortune; his
wife even succeeded in relieving their dire
poverty by getting from the all powerful
Minister Fouquet, whose wife waa very
fond of her and invited her to her famous
country seat, 4 pension of sixteen hundred
livres and other gifts. The truth seems
to be, despite the accusations of Saint-
Stmon and hints from other sources, that
no serious blame ever fell upon the con-
daot of the beautiful young woman, who
was exposed to uncommon danger and
surrounded by slanderers, the worst of
whom was her own dissolute brother, for
whomasha proved an unfailing providence

On October 7, 1680, Scarron died. “He
talked for forty years without having
anything to say,” was the verdict pro-
nounced on his literary work by his col-
Jeague, Cyrano de Bergerac. He left his
wife everything he Ipossessed,; but there
was not even enough to pay (for the fu-
peral. Through the good offices of an
influential woman the pension frestored
to Bearron was continued to his wife by
the Queen Mother, and in 1068 it was
sanctioned by Louis XIV., [a few weeks
after the death of his mother, with the
obliging words that the King remem-
bered the services rendered by Agrippa
d’'Aubigné to his grandfather, Henri 1V,
This was ni: doubt the first time Louis
X1V. ever heard the name of Mme. Scar-
ron. At this period of her early widow-
hood she hecame an intimate friend of
the Marquise de Montespan, still a virtu-
ous young wife, and of Mlle. de Chalais,
known to history as the Princesse des
Ureins. She disappointed the scandal-
mongers by never having either a love
affair nor an adventure, She loved above
all thinge to be respected and to enjoy
conséderation, To acquire merit and to
he praised for it, this was what she herself
calls her “folly and her idol.” She cer-
tainly had many warm friends, among
them the Marquise de Sévigne, whe was
not in the hablt of sparing anybody when
there was a good story to tell, yet never
varitd i her appreciation of Mme. Scar-
ron. She dressed with the utmost sim-
plicity; “like a servant,” Mme, de Montes-
pan said one day. Religion had little or
nothing to do with her austerity in the
heinning, though was always a
pic. minded woman. Then slowly a
chango camo over her and made her
long for the blgssings of a seriously pious
life. and she embraced it in the sober,
sall «.ullocted way which is characterist o

shu

of hor. Inorder that this change may be
propercly understood, and because the
quest onus and porsons involved played a
part in the lady's later influential life,
Lady HBlennerhassot  furnishes a  very

eclear and iteresting summary of roligious
reform in the seventeenth century, in-

cluding the fumous establishmonts nf‘
Saint-Cyr and Port KRoval, their heads |
and prominent men hws, These religious
forcas poervaded not only social Lifn b

tha whole mitellectual hfis of the time
Novertheless Mo, scarron belongad to
the small group of distinguished men and
women who wore not antracted by tha

greates! religious revival witnssnd sinece
the Heformation Thero are  distinet
gigne 1hat even in those davs hor moantal
attitude was hostile 1o Jdansemsn. The
only irilvite she wver paid 1o Pasen

whose numo she Bover snt ions, Wik L

| More than one altercation occurred in the
' King's presence, and he tried to act as
1 mediator, but had to confess that it was
easior to pacify Furope than two fighting
women. Obviously Mme. Scarron must
{leave the court, and she only waited for
Louis XIV. to fulfil his promises to reward
her services, She was not grasping as
regards money, but was determined to
secure her pecuniary independence even
at the risk of becoming contemptible to
herself. In the autumn of 1874 the King
redeemed his promise by giving her 250,000
Ilvres for the acquisition of Maintenon,
an estate near Chartres, ten miles from
Versailles, whose rental was rated at
15,000 livres. It was usual for a land owner
to take the name of the property, and from
the moment when, in February, 1075, the
hing addreased Mme. Scarron in conversa-
I tion as Mme. de Maintenon Mme. Scarron
disappears from history. But it was not
until May, 1688, that royal patenta re-
created in her favor the Marquisate of
{ Maintenon, the title of which was first
[granted her in 16%0. When Mme. de
| Sévigné heard of the change in her friend's
| fortunes she joyously called her “Madame
de Maintenant.”

1.

The Lent of 1675 brought an unexpected
solution. louis XIV, had confessors who
shut their eyes to scandals which they
were unable to prevent and also preach-
ers who told him the truth. Bourdalone
implored the King to change his life, and
as Faster was near to prepare himself
for thereception of thesacraments. Mme.
de Maintenon made some plain remarks
to him one evening. Bossuet whenover
he saw the King spoke severely to him,
and entirely approved when a humble
priest of Versailles not only refused abso-
iution to Mme. de Montespan but would
not even hear her confession. All these
incidents bore fruit. When Easter came
Mme. de Montespan left for Paris, where
she led “an exemplary life.” Ilouis XIV.
promised to give her up and joined his army
in May, 1875, Meanwhile Mme. de Main-
tenon devoted herself once more to the
children. But although the King broke
his good resolutions on his return from the
army, Mme. de Montespan during the next
three years was forced to experience
alternations of trinmph and despair,
revenging herself on open rivals, but
powerlesa to battle against ohbscure in-
trigues. Those who knew her best pitied
her, among them Mme. de Maintenon, to
whom she now clung with desperate
affection, even making use twice of Main-
tenon a8 & much needed shelter. In 18580
Mme. de Maintenon had to resign her
much beloved little Duc du Maine into the
hands of his governor, and on January 8
the King signed the patent by which he
created a new charge in the household
of the Dauphin (shortly to be married to
a Bavarian Princess); “for Frangoise
d'Aubigné, Marquise de Maintenon, whose
good conduct and services were known to
him.” The laconio decree was nothing
short of a revolution in court etiquette
Ladies of the nighest rank coveted such a
p'ace. The new second woman of the
bedchamber took up her functions a few
weeks later; she left Saint-Germain in
February, 1680, with a numerous suite and
in company with Bosauet, Bishop of Con-
don. A few miles from Strasburg they
went to meet in great state the future con-
sort of the heir to the throne. Meanwhile
Mme. de Montespan waa finally dismissed
during this year.

Mme. de Maintenon had become “the
soul of the court,” Her official position
carried with it the right to private apart:
ments in the various royal residences and
to an independent household of her own,
It was her duty to wait upon the Dauphin,
and the King openly spent several hours
with her every day. Her enemies had
plenty of chance to get a hearing, for the
daily reports of the secret police to the
King included everything from the most
important matters to the meanest gossip;
but the King's feelings underwent no
change, and his esteem for her increased
astime went on, She herself did not shun
the shadow of the past nor did she try to
bury it in oblivion, Ehe even completod
the King's conversion by reconciling him
with his wife, though the poor Queen was
terribly afraid of him. Yet she declared
that never before had she been so happy,
and her gratitude to Mme. de Maintenon
was unbounded; she gent her presents and
paid her a visit at Maintenon. Mme. de
Maintenon also was perfectly contented.
The soul of Louis XIV., it very naturally
ssemed to her, had been given into her
hands by Providence, and it was her
destiny 10 carry out the divine designs.
This state of things seemed destined to
last. RBut in the spring of 1883, while the
King and court wera on & long tour of
the provinces, the Queen suddenly fall
{ill, and on the fourth day she died. Mme.
de Maintenon, who with many others was
present inthe room, tried to leave it unob-
served while Louis X1V, was giving way
1o violent grief and sobbing aloud. The
‘younger Due de la Rochefoucauld was
“among those who wera present.  Ho was a
frieud of Mme. de Montespan and had
|intrigued with Louvois againat Mme. de
|.\'Ium!un--n‘ but his attempta to ruin her

with the King had heon futile. Hae cer-
tainly didd not like her either then or aller-

ward, Ye!. acting on a sudden impulse,
Ihe wan' up to her, saizad her by the arm
and led horto the King,  “You are wanted
Ihare,” he said, She stopped for & few

of spinning or sewing near the window, !
The King was now 46 and she was three
years older, “a meek, resigned old lady " :
as she wrote to her brother. She was no!
longer beautiful, but her hair was still
dark and abundant, her black eyes were
brilliant, her figure waa tall, Imposing and
graceful, and people were struck by her |
beautiful hands and the winning smile
which lit up her otherwise serious coun-
tenance. Bince the days at Fontaineblean
after the death of the Queen she knew |
that Louis XIV. wus determined to make
her his wife and regarded her with a faith-
ful, deep and tender affection which never
changed for thirty vears. There is no
written proof of the marriage, however.
The best authorities agree that it was
celebrated probably in January, 1684, in !
the chapel of Varsailles, at midnight, and
Achille de Harlay, Archbishop of Parls,
officiated. The Marquis de Montchev-
reuil, Louvois, the Secretary of State,
and Bontempa, the chiaf valet de chambre
and confidant of the King, acted as wit- |
neases. The Abbé de Choisy and Saint-
8imon are responaible for the story that
Louvois implored the King on his knees
never to make his marriage public. There
is absolutely no indication of such a wish
having been expressed by Mme. de Main-
tenon. In the evil daye of defeat and
terrible bereavement she shared his sor-
rows to the full; of Lier own she never
dared to speak. They spent happy days
in common, but even then the notion of
freedom had no meaning left for her. If
she loved Louis X1V. she hated the court.
“People who have not breathed its atmos-
phere cannot realize the horror of it.” was
an oft repeated expression of her feelings
on the subject. Her powers of endur-
ance were sustained by the conviction that
she was responsible for the King's soul.
His greatness, the greatness of France,
the welfare of millions depended on the
integrity of his moral character. He had
given it into a woman's hands. She had
nd special giftsa and showed no great
political insight. Her faculties did not
raise her above the level of her time and
generation: she shared its prejudices and
did not avoid its errors.  But she achieved
the one task which ehe had promised God
and herself to perform. Youth and pros-
perity had corrupted Louis XIV. Under
the rhock of overwhelming catastrophes,
at the open grave of children and grand-
children, his courage amounted to hero-
iem and compelled Europe to respect him
in his old age. On his deathbed he ac-
knowledged the debt. Frangoise d'Au-

faithful to the last.

v,

Life at court, especially at the favorite
Versaillea, was far from comfortable,
either morslly or physically. Lady Blen-
nerhasset drawe a vivid picture of the
magnificence at the famous palace which

Maintenon practically was confined to a
single large room, in which she ate, slept,
dressed, and where the King worked
every day with his Ministers. In the
midst of hatreds, intrigues, jealousies
and arrogance of birth the King's humbly
born wife won golden opinions and de-
voted affection from the most powerful

jothers' hardships, Sometimes a

bigné, Marquise de Maintenon, had been

housed thousands, yet where Mme. de |

Sometimos he breaks out into tears. He
is not talkative. Ministers bring bad
news, and he works with them. If 1 am
wanted, he calls me; if not, | retire into a
quiet corner and try to pray for half an
hour. Supper is sorved; he wishes me to
have done with it as quickly as possible,
and I have to eat my fruit with my meat.
It has grown la‘e, 1 feel dead tired, and
the yoars weigh on me. Since 8 o'clock
in the morning | haven't had a moment's
poace, ‘You are exhausted,' sayes the
King. ‘You ought to go to bed." 1 un-
dress as rapidly as ever | can, because he
dislikes the presenes of my women. He
comes and '8 at my bedside. | am not a
glorified body, and no one is near to help
me. He is always and everywhere lLord
and Master. ‘The great never think of
bad
cough takes my breath away and 1 foel
sick. The King remains till supper time,
at half past ton; thenthe princes comeand
fotch himi. This is my day. Very often
I am too exhausted to be able to sleep.”
September 1, 1715, Louis XIV. died.
Mme, de Maintenon had bade him fare-
well, distributed the contents of her rooms
among her servants and withdrawn to
Saint-Cyr two days before. Her enemies
did not fail to accuse her of having aban-
doned him on his deathbed; but he had
asked her not to see him again, because
her presence moved him too much. At

her time in prayer. As soon as the King
was dead the Duc d'Orléans tore up the
will and assumed the regency by birth-
right, the Duc de Maine finding no cour-
age to protest and resigning the guardian-
ship of the young King, which had been
bequeathed to him. Five days later the
regent called on Mme. de Maintenon at
Saint-Cvr and fulfilled the late King's
| dying request graciously and generously.
| Louis XIV. had recommended her to his
! brother and had said ti:at she had been
| helpful to him in all things, and particu-
[larly for the salvation of his soul. No
explanation is offered why the King had
not himself provided for her. He felt
deeply troubled on his deathbed that he
had not done so, and asked what was to
become of her. “l1 am a nobody,” she re-
plied, “don’t think about me." The Duo
d'Orléana in the name of the young King
assigned the widow a yearly income of
48,000 livres, but it was so irregularly paid
that one day Mme. de Maintenon found
herself with only six louis d'or in her poa-
seasion.

The lifa she organized for herself at
Saint-Cyr was simple, even austere, and
! she declined to receive visitors. The in-
! mates of Saint-Cyr surrounded her with
| a reverent affection amounting almost to
worship.
spent hours daily in the classea of the pu-
| pils and visited the sick and poor in the
I villagee near Saint-Cyr, giving every-
| thing she could spare to the poor, her pen-
| sioners, and her niece, whom she wholly
| maintained. She diod, at the age of 84,
{on April 15, 1719, She had asked to be
buried in the nuns' cemetery, but thoy lald
her to reet in the vault under the choir of
their church and engraved on her tomb-
\stone ihe simple words which wers in
| consonanoe with her modost tastes: *“Ci-

Saint-Cyr Mme. de Maintenon had spent

A8 long as sho was able she .

1911,

once paid for soclesiastical purposes, sal-
aries, church repairs and finally the poor,
were now by law devoted to the sustéhidrice
of the last named, “parsons, rectors of the
church and, parishioners” being legally
ordered to look to it that no man in the
dominions lacked food, while statutes of
Richard II. furnished penalties for the
appropriation of money thus devoted to
other ends. The richness of the land
theoretically made poverty impossible
under this parochial wsystem, but the
avarice of the administrators, whether
ambitious layman, echeming cleric or
powerful spiritual corporation, left little
for distribution, The sullen rebellion
thus engendered between those compelled
to pay tithes or those who expected to
benefit under them and the rapacious ad-
ministrative force so strained the national
situation that it was relieved only Ly tha
sudden downfall of the parochial system
when the hand of a greedy and conscience-
leas superman closel nupon the prizes at
insne,
lowers what little of the garnered national
wealth he did not keep for hia own imme-
diate use, despoiling the church and the
people by one blow.

In whatever hands the treasure lay,
the interest of the masses in a fair share
of the national wealth became remote.
As it was more than ever nocessary to
deal with the problem of destitution, the
parochial clergy were forced to create
a voluntary fund which, by again throw-
ing poor relief on the humanity of the
community instead of the State, further
strengthened an illusion that is still with
us, that the care of the sick and neady is
the propsr duty of the charitably inclined,
to be repaid by gratitude that benefits
neither giver nor receiver. Underthe vol-
untary parochial aystem the pauper be-
came less a man with a righteous claim
on the commonwealth and more the help-
leas hanger on of the generously dis-
posed. Soon he was virtually regarded
as a nuisance to be rigorously dealt with
if not mercilessly suppressed. To meat
the demands upon parish relief church
wardens were obliged to reenforce the
offerings of the merciful by business
methods, house renting, farming on a
large scale and even the old Fnglish
institution of the “church ales.” This
waa a parochial festival for which church
wardens begged the malt and other in-
gredients of a special brew. This was
sold in the church yard to parishioners
and members of other parishes, a festive
occasion from which it is not difficult to
trace the church fair still general, if
hardly popular to-day.

The undue revelry of theae church ales
placed them under Puritan ban, though
the church was still expected to dole out
relief without special income therefor.
The failure of this voluntary system was
not more complote than the succeeding
compulsory parochial system when the
State again formally turned over the poor
to the care of the ecclesiastical authori-
tiea. Though the first compulsory stat-
utes date from the reign of Henry VIII.,
the close of the Flizabethan era only saw
the legal imposition of poor rates, when
Ithe State attempts some systematic
means of raising a fun< to meeot the prob-
lems of vagrancy and outlawry. These
increased in spite of merciless lawa for
their suppression.

Not a few fugitives from tha cruelties

i of the poor laws took to the open. Every
forest in England was infested with rob-
ber bands. The lesa adventurous, who
huddled together in towns and cities,
Ifound their troubles increasad by the

Henry VIII. gave to his own fol-

of the jails and the enslaving provisions |

gt Madame de Maintenon, Institutrice,” | prevalence of leprosy in a form more se-

She bore lhemlf_most modestly, never (o, spot which covered her remains has
appeared in publio unless compelled 10 heen violated, like the tombs of Port-
|du B0 ON fnmt;ve (u‘ﬂ?ulnnn. and n-.r--., took | Royal and the vaults of Roval Saint-Denis.
jher place with ladies of no particular ! g o writings have been falsified, her

. A i discarding a long and bombastic epitaph |
among his relatives and in the State. Ewhi(‘h lu“litnrnry man had composed, | various infectious maladies, including the
| dreaded plague.

vere than the Asiatic disease, as well as

“The Black Death,” an
Oriental form of a putrid typhus, ravaged
the country, killing more than two mil-
lion; thus, by leaving a lesser number to

speolous pretextof reclaiming waste places
or of bullding np national wealth by sup-
plying national needs these public lands
wert appropriated to private uses, Active
revolt on the part of the people was an-
| awered by more vigorous Parliamentary
| action reenforcing the position of the
land holders. This private enclosure of
public lands continued within living mem-
ory, a million acres being enclosed in 1846,
while in the previous half century even
more than this was filched from the
people by means of four thousand private
acts of Parliament.

In spite of the increase of the national
wealth the claims of the poor were so
inristent that the State was forced to ap-
point officials whose business was to so-
licit from well to do citizens aid for the
destitute. The law varied uncertainly
hetwoen extromos in dealing with the
problem, punishing vagabondage with
a sevority that sent in one year two thou-
sand men to the gallows for this offence,
and yot experimenting with measures that
inclined toward patornalism, such as the
State vmploymont of tho worklesa able-
hodied. If any citizen able to contribute
to the reliof of the poor refused such help
he was by statute to be gently exhorted
by the parson and church wardens; if
theao failod the Bishop was to intercede.
If any member of the middie class was
still restive under tha financial jburden
of poor relief the Bichop might bind him
over to appear at the next sessions of
court, where hia liability would be le-
gally assemsad. The administration of
this semi-voluntary, somi-compulsory
method of taxation was again given by
common consent into the hands of the
church, whose clergy, as State officials,
wore regarded as the natural representa-
tives of the commonwealth in such mat-
ters. Institutions hegan to sapring up on
svery hand, attempts on the part of pri-
vate individuals to care for the sick and
infirm and to oducate the young. The
lords too, as they grew wealthy, began to
fool some obligation as to the care of aged
and infirm retainers, Many builded bet-
| ter than they knew; what were originally
| modest endowmenta on a small scale
| through increased land values now amount
Ito almost princely sums. Thua the city
of Birmingham haa to-day an income of
$5.000 a weok for the purpose of higher
educetion arising from a grammar school
endowment which in 1552 produced $108
a year.

The rich were growing richer, but the
poor grew no poorer because for cen-
turies the class had reached the limit of
misery and oppression under which
man can exist at all. As objects for the
bounty of the rich there wandered
through the land gypsies, itinerant
tradars, cake venders, pedlers and all
such, soldiears maimed in foreign wars
and thrown aside by a country not yet
aware of any gratitude or recompense
due them for terrible sufferings; wander-
ing lunatics sent out as harmless appeals
to the ave of the Samaritan; beggars
licensed as boing beyvond work; lapors,
! repulsively gowned in shrowdlike wrap-
| pings, ringing bells to warn the passerby
| 1o keap ot of danger of chance contact.
’ Most chearful among these were the out-
|laws and robbers, holder spirits, who
i singly or in bands infested the highroads
| and forests, preving unpre judicially on rich
‘and poor alike. These various types of
haggary and an industry hardly removed
from it ultimately made neccssary new
reforms in the poor laws,

Voluntary contributions were accepted,
but sole dependence was not placed upon
them. Under act of Parliament in 1587 a
gonoral assassment of property was made
and upon these returns the poor rates
wore computed and made obligatory.
This sytemn commended itself to the na-
tion, was made parmanent at the Resto-
| ration and remained in foree until 1835,
Further attempts at state control re-

rank, so as to get logt in the crowd
endeavored to keep aloof from society,
and succeeded for a time: but Jater on
her apartment became the centra of the
roval family, and to be admitted to her
was everybody's ambition at Versailles
Her rise and her “unigque position®
coincided with tha revocation of the

wrote the history of Louis XIV., found
the opinion credited that she was at least
partly responsible for this new edict.

She |

Fdict of Nantes, and Voltaire, when he'

memory has been calumniated. It sounds
like a fairy tale that the mightiest and
[ most charming sovereign in Furope fell
lin love with the elderly widow of a not
very respectable playwright and made
| her his wife. She never said so, and car-
| ried her secret to the grave.
| Lady Blennerhasset’s book is illustrated
,with twenty portraits of the eminent
| persons conecerned.,

share the national wealth, having aninflu- | sul'ad in the establishment of the work-

Parllament to bring the lahorers Into aut.
Jection by enacting ir 1662 the Law of
Parochial Bettlement. This empowered
the overseers to remove newcomers who
ocoupled a tenement of less than $i00
annual rental or could not glve security
that they would not come upon the
parish for support. As no workman had
the means for this theoretically just de.
mand parishes promptly deported new.
comers, who in all England could legally
reside only in the place of their birt),
Workers were thus confined in their nn.
tive villages, destroying the freedom f
movement which enabled labor to reek
capital where the latter was most active
Artisan and sturdy peasant were thig
classed with the sick, the aged and the
infirm under the workings of the act. Tha
industrious poor were hunted from parisi
to parish, no claim for a settlement being
allowed, and punished along the way
under laws that regarded poverty as a
crime. This crusl and stupid law of
parochial settlement lasted well into the
nineteenth century.

With the rise of trade unions came the
first amelioration in the condition of the
laborers. The medimval law punished
such combinations as conspiracy, pro-
ceading with such rigor that the first
tentative attempts at oconcerted action
were short lived. Mr. Hackwood argues
against the prevalent idea that thess
unions are descended from the old trades
guilds. By 1810 trade unions had grown
strong enough to boycott masters sm-
ploying outside men who had not qualified
by the regular seven years of apprentice-
ship.

The years between 1811 and 1818 wera
marked by industrial wars caused pri-
marily by the introduction of labor sav-
ing machinery. This short sighted re-
bellion against so great a factor in the
progresa of the working classes was met
by the Government by the enforcement of
the old laws making death the penalty
of such riots. Even this stupid severity
failed, and the year 1825 saw the law
concede the right to collective bargaining
and idleness by concerted action. With
this recognition of the trade uniona Mr.
Hackwood leaves the subject of the Eng-
lish workman as being at last, after
centuries of injustice, in a position to
work out his own economic salvation, not
with the fear and trembling of the older
days but with advantagea at his com-
mand that a Ceesar might have envied,
The author deals briefly with the slow
evolution of the English rustic to an aquel
plane, and considers in passing “tramps”
and such other types of unskilled poverty
which present problems for equitable
solution by the modern state.

Mr. Hackwood concludes his highly
interesting survey of historio poverty
by a résumé of recent poor law reforms.

Early 0ld Testament MS,

From tha Frpository Timea,

Prof. Kennedy of Fdinburgh University
descrihes a hitherto unknown MS, of the
0Old Testament, which he names the Codex
Edenburgensia, which ha has discovered
in the Advoratea Iibrary, Fdinburgh. It
s said that for size, condition and callg-
raphy it has few rivals among similar
MSS. inany libarary in the world. Strangely
enough it has hitherto escaped the notice
of Old Testament scholars. The manu-
script is contained in two huge folio vol-
umes. The material is parchmen:, the
leaves of which are bound up in quires
of eight folioa—i. e. sixteen pages, with
catchwords« at the left hand bottom corner
of each quire.

As to the diffienlt question of the age
of the Codes Edinburgensis, thera ia no
indication in the manuscript itself in the
shape of a colophon to any of the hooke,
of tha date or place of writiug, unleas some
expert in theee matters can identify the
scribe, whoso name will be given presently,
The character of the writing is thus the
mnain clue at present avallable and it shows
that it is not a very eurly M8, sy of the
tenth or eleventh century. On the other
hand the Codex cannot be later than the
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ence upon the economic situation that
was unexpectedly beuneficial to the ulti-
mate progress of mankind,

By means of it tha labor market was
completaely disorganized. The increas-
ing luxury of thelandlords made it neces-
sary that their purses should be constantly
refillad. Hence the custom of paying
rent in manual labor was commuted in
favor of money payment. Men ware
froed from their feudal connection withthe

houso and poorhouse systems, which
should not be confounded with alms-
housns. Thaese latter were foundations
of private charity, to provide the plous
poor with leisura to pray unceasingly for
the soul of the doceased benefactor. As
the establishment of legal poor rates had
| tha not unnatural pasult of increasing the
| number of those clamoring for relief, so
ythe institutions whera the provisions of
| the Elizabethan command “that the work-

Whatever may be the truth as to llusl The “Good’' 0ld Times.

particular case, she certainly did use| In a study ironically entitled The Good
her influence in religious matters. Fduca- 1 0ld Timea (Brentano's) FREDERICK W,
tion in every form was Mme. de Mainte- | HAckwoop turns to the sober narrative
non's chief interest. Her spocial work |of historic poverty and its attendant
was the establishment of schools for poor | miseries. Saxon England is shown under
children. She soon found, however, that |4 manorial system in which every man
the most pressing need was for some | owed allegiance to a master, who was in
instituticn for children of good family |turn bound to supply him with every
and emall means, particularly four the | necessity, food, house, clothea. The lords
children of officers who were responsihle I were to give protection and all supplies;
for the maintenance and pay of their | the serf his labor and fealty. Mr. Hack-
soldiers and who were ruined by the wars l\l.'mul cites frequent testimony that this
Subsequently Louis NIV, erecied the | serfdom was not the chattel slavery once
Hotel des Invalides as a refuge for them in | eaisting in our Southern States, though
their old age, and their sons were educated | sometimes confounded with it by novel-
at his expenss in military schools. B lisra, To cope with the multiplication of
their danghters were not provided for. the poor and hungry in a day when every
Mme, de Maintenon determined to help | man had a master theoretically alert to
them, and appealed on their behalf to |see that he lacked nothing, State aid for
the King's generosity. Eventually she | increasing poverty took the form of hap-

land, from being sold as part and parcel | lass be get to work ™ wara carried into effect
thereof. During the first year of thel! had an equally instantaneous result in
plague provisions were cheap and plen- | diminishing the number of ablebodied
tiful, owing to the excessive mortality. | who claimed assistance by reason of their
Neglect of agriculture through scarcity of ' aviden® bt not helplass penury.

labor caused an alarming rise in the price| For two centuries the Srate struggled
of food. Wages rore to unreasonable|to organize artificially employment for
heights, the workmen being inclined to!the poor under parochial management.
take advantage of the dearth of laborers. | To meet the projudice of the better class
The overlords were hard hit, having lost | of poverty institutions along similar lines
the payments for. commuted service| were founded under loss harsh names,
through the death of their tenants, and | “Houses of Industry.” “Maisons Dieu”
being further embarrassed by the eco-!and similar less offansive dosignations.
nomic derrand that they should pay at the | Thaese latter offerod a means of livelihood
new rates and receive return at the old. | to the unemployed and were supported
Parliament, in the interest of the lords, at- | by voluntary contributions, together with
tempted to chack the rise in wages, and in
justice made also an attempt to roegulate | inmates. Hours of work were fixed,
all other prices accordingly. Obadience | meals wore provided and the laborer was
to thia artificial rogulation was forced | free to return at night to his home and

the sale of articles manufactured by the

fourteeath century. It may bhe added
‘that the binding, which is in pigskin over
wooaden boards, is characteristic of the arts
of Germany and the low countries in the
|-i:tlenth century. One of the stampa of
| the figured panela which surround the bor-
ders bears the date of 1557.

Dickens's Cramped Quarters,
Fram the Londan Chromele.
“RBleak Housa™ at Rroadatalrs, which
has failed to ind a purchaser, {s of interest
to the Dickena lover hecuase the greater
part of “David Copperfleld” was written
there. But it is not the Rleak Houss
of the novel, which is definitely located In
Hertfordshire. The novelist and his family
appear to have been somewhat tightly
packed in their Broadstairs home,
When Lord Carlisle contemylated paring
A visit to “Our watering place” in 1851
Dickena wrote promising him the North
Foreland Lighthouse for A night light in
his hedroom sand ha continues: “Ap wa
think of putting mignonette boxea outside
the windowa for the younger children to
sleep in by and by 1 am afrald wa should
give your servant the cramp if we hardily
undertook to lodge him.” During the last
few vears tho honse has been transformed
ont of all recognition.

m

Charles Reade at Oxford.
From the Weatminater Gazelle,

waa able to found the famous Saint-Cyr,
officially called the “Institut de Saint
Louis.” on the outskirts of the park at
Versailles, in 1884, and it has bheen
called the King's wadding present to
her. Both the King and Mme. de
Maintenon disliked convents. The King
thought there were too many already
in existence and that as a rule nuns were
ignorant and narrow minded. The lady
entirely agreed with him, and added
that they cared too much for money, were
ridiculously prudish and somewhat foolish,
but as no education for women was possi-
ble at that time without them Saint-Cyr
was from the beginning more than half a
convent, The formation of charactar
was Mme. de Maintenon's chief aim in
her establishment, the acqujsition of mere
knowledge being considered of secondary
importance. When the young girls were
finished, usually in their twentieth vear,
each one who married received a little
dowry from the King. Mme. de Mainte-
non loved these young girls, and the King
became interestoed. But he had to

eventually to Racine, then at the height
of his fame, writing “*Fsther” and “ Athalie”
for the pupile to act,

How she found the time for Saint-Cyr,
correapondence or any serlous affair
must be matter of wonder, when one
reads her own description of her day.
“The King spends the morning with me
until he goes to mass., 1 am not droessed,
If 1 were 80 1 should have had no time to
say my prayers. While | am etill with
my nightcap on my head peopla come
and go and my room is like a church.
i After mass the King returns, followed by
| the Duchess de Bourgogne and her ladies.
‘They stay while I am dining, 1 ask for
something to drink, and there is & rush
to offer me a glass of water. The honor
is great, but I would profer to be served
by one of my own valots. Being in my
own house, it is for ma to amuss my
vinitors, who are either like the Dauphin,
and do not speak a word, or like the

hazard gifts from the crown, and the in-
come of the church was divided into four
parts, one of which was set aside for the
poor. Under Athelstan the payment of
tithea was made the law of the kingdom,
of which one-third went “to (iod's poor
and the needy in thraldom.”

AMr. Hackwood next traces the growing
number of poor and destitute under the
less paternal Norman régime, the lower
classea oeing regarded as of lesa value
than “the good red deer.” The people
loosened the chaing of their bondage dur-
ing the warlike days of the Plantagenets,
the absorption of the lords in warfare
giving opportunities of escape from a
condition of thraldom to the uncertain
status of outlawry. The Norman vil-
leinage again was theoretically not a heavy
yoke to bear, the cruelties of feudalism
arising rather from the grasping selfish-
ness of the lords and the economlo de-
pendence upon them of those who worked
the land than from any daliberate in-
justices in the law itself. This ia shown

be | by the fact that the system of villeinage
amused wherever ha went, and this led |

diel a natural death through lack of ad-
justment to ohanging national conditions,
the laws abolishing it following long after
the system had become ohsolete in prac-
tice.

The growth of the spirit of freedom
and the number of freedmen had its dark
alde in the increasing hordes of unat-
tachedd men and women, hungry, lawless,
without local habitation, almost without
a name, The medigval church befriended
the poor more than some controversial
writars would have us believe. If it ab-
sorbed an undue portion of the national
wealth, it also was given to hospitality to
a degres almost apostolio; it was a large
employer of labor, many workmen he-
coming skilled under -its tutelage, and
served not infrequently ag a refuge for
the hunted and outcast. From this volun-
tary ecclosiastical preeminence in works
of mercy there naturally developed the
parochial system by which the guardian-
ship of an ever increasing deatitution was

ladies. who chatter und giggle incossuntly,

Ly law allotted to e church, The tithes

L]

upon the striking workmen by fines and
merciless corporal punishment. This
pressure was found of no avail, the rise in
the price of corn making it impossible for
a man to keep from starvation at the old
wage rates.

Land owners persisted in their attempts
to apply it, runaway laborers being
branded on the forehead, while towns-
men giving refuge to such truants were
rigorously dealt with. Some met the
situation by dispensing with labor and
turning farms into sheepwalks, Others
levied harsh tolls and dues, returning re-
lentlesaly to all the excessive priviloges of
feudalism. All enforced the old® cruel
lawa against taking game in parks or for-
eats, till the starving peasantry were on
fire with resentment. Here and there a
thrifty landlord solved the problem by
leasing the land to tenants for money rent,
making the tenant meet the problem of
finding labor to work it. This was the

first appearance of a class from which the |

modern farmer has evolved. These
“ploughmen” in time acquired their hold-
ings and advanced to yeoman rank. Tha
most popular of these meana was the
sheop farm, which required littla labor
and gave large returns in the wool which
was the staple of England and main
source of ite wealth.

From this course followed fresh eco-
nomle disasters. The territorial mag-
nates, finding wool farming so profitable,
were not content with their own vast hold-
inga but fenced in the common lands,
They thus converted to their private ag-
grandizement thousands of acres where
once the stock of the peasantry had free
pasturage. From this spoliation date the
hedges which form so beautiful an ad junct
of the English landacape, a beauty pur-
chased with the lives of starving men and
women, AS against a handful of land-
lords who attempted to arrest the proge
ress of mankind by abolishing wages and
returning to the feudal serfdom the more
astute captains of industry saw that it
was both cheaper and more remunera-
tive to control all means of supply and

family, rolioved of all concorn in finding

thus dictate tegue to the laborers. -Under |

a market for his products.
correction or work, prisons for the law-
loss dato also from the Post-Reformation
period.

Thesa methods, like serfdom theoreti-
cally good, were made odious by becom-
ing in time industrial prisons, where cruel

work that cheerless conditions made
hateful to the worker. Grafting poor
law guardians further complicated the
gituation, The act of 1801, providing for
the State employment of men out of work,
{8 still the English law, having never been
repealed. 1t has been so modified that
in 1000, when a workman at West Ham
demanded to be set at work for wages,
the magistrate disallowed the plea, de-
claring the law had no way of compelling
the guardiana of the poor to create work
artificially for the unemployed,

By 1i22 it waa generally concedad that
the workhouse was a failure in so far as
solving the problem of the workleas was
concernad.  They were manufacturers
of paupers rather than cures of poverty,
giving in addition unnecessary encour-
agernont to grafting and autocracy among
minor officials. The problem is still far
from satisfactory solution. The lLondon
workhouso costs the taxpayers §5,000,000
a vear, and in addition & sum more than
half as large to pay the ofticials.

One reason for the failure of the work-
house svstem was the continual State
interference in the freedom of labor, as
well pa the legal regulation of tho wage
scale by annual anactment of the justices,
the rate thus settlod beingapproved by the
Privy Council and proclaimed by the
sheriff. Men refusing to accept the rate
thus autocratically legalized were de-
olared rogues and vagabonds, and pun-
ished accordingly. The resentment of
workmen at being thus limited to wages
barely eaqual to support life induced the
thrifty and ambitious to move to localities
where wages were Ligh, thus glutting the
labor market in places and weakening it
in others. After

Houses of

discipline alone drove the inmates to

the Restoration the
land ownere were again all powerful, ullnc‘

Magdalen College, Oxford, which has
just accepted from Percy Fitzgerald a
bronze bust executed by himself of his old
friend Charlea Reade, never had a more
loyal alumnus than “the greatest master
of a narrative aince Bcott,® It may be re-
membered that the dedication of “Never
Too Late to Mend” is to “The President,
Fellowa and Demies of 8t. Mary Magdaien
College, Oxford, by a grateful son of that
ancient, learned and most charitable house ®

As the novelist was a fellow of Magdalen
in dayea when Waynflete's wealthy founda-
tion urgently needed reform, some wicked
eynles saw in the dedication a subtle irony
which the author never intended. The buat
has heen placed in Reade’s old rooms, which
of recent years have been transformed into
the classical library S5t

Wister in Land of ‘‘The Virginian.'
Medicine Row correapondence Denver Re-

publican.

Owen Wister, whose “Virginian® made
this town famous, to-day was the guest
of the town, stopping here for a few hours
before starting for the Jackeon Hole country
on A hunt. While here Wister witnessed
tha dedication of the Virginian Hotel, which
stands on tha site of the old Elk saloon, in
which some of the scenes of his novel wera
enacted. e

Wister will travel from here to the Jack-
son Hole country over the trail to the Bunk
Creek ranch, which figures so prom nentiy
in “The Virginlan.” He is seeking atmos
phere for another Wyoming story.

A Clockmaker's Discovery. '

From the Wealminater Glazells
A grandfather's clock which for manv
years has stood in the vestry at St Paul's
Cathedral recently broke down and was
sent to a clockimaker to be repaired, The
| elockmaker detected a faint gleam of yellow
| below the black paint on the case, and con-
mencing to remove the covering he hrought
to llght a epecimen of exquisite inlaid mar-
etry work,
rml.'hr-! clock is evidently one which 1s re
ferred to in the Cathedral accounts for tha
‘ear (ctoher, 1607, 1o Neptember, 1608, as
ollows: “For a Pendulum Clook for the
Nouth-East Vestrey that goes 8 daves in a
Wallnut Trea Case, §14:00:00 At this time
Langley Rradley, the maker of the cele.
brated 8t. Paul’s clock, was the turhe%u\
clockmaker, and there is little doubt thaf
this clock was bis work,
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