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DRUNMING FOR
RUFFED GROUSE

" Evidence That the Wild and
 Wary Game Birds Can Be
Lured by the Hunter.

TWO0 OCTOGENARIAN SPORTS

_Game Record of the Wiggins
Brothers in the Big Thicket
of Texas.

T notire.” maid a native of the Penn-
aylvania woods, “that a good many par-
gons are disputing the assertion that the
wily and wary rniffed grouse can be lured
ta the hunter's gun by an imitation of the
enck grouse’'s peaculiar drumming: and
that reminds me.

“In the days befora the law limited the
number of hirds ta a bag and prevented
the sale of any a certain pot hunter of
our bailiwick hrought to town at regular
intervals during the season so many mora
rheasants, as the grouse wore called, than
any one else that suspicion a long time
hovered over him as to the atrict legality
of the methods he used in bagging his
birda.

“It was known that this hunter did not
hunt with a dog, and the difficulty of
. negatiating a hag of ruffad grouse accord-
ing to the rules of trus sport and the
act of Assembly without the aid of a good
bird dog was obvious. There was never
any evidence that he snared the birds,
but then the removal of the evidences of
enaring was a possible thing.

“Then sgome one made the curious dis-
ocovery that every bird this hunter brought
Z.in was a cock. The question naturally
% arose, If he snared hia pheasants is it
£ likely that none but cock pheasants would

' push their necks into his snarea? And
“"if he shoota them frea in the woods, why
4 doeen’'t he ever kill any hena? Nobody
eould answer, and mystery thus taking
the place of suspicion the question was
put bluntly tn the hunter when he came
to town again:

“Tom, how dn you manage to get all
your pheasants, anyhow?"

“1 shoot ‘em, of course,' replied the
~ hunter.

4 *'Free and in the open®’

2 = f coursa! Why net

® Byt why is it that yonu alwavs shaot
anck pheasante™

*'("anee that's the anly kind | shoot.*

“And tha' heing all the information
Tom would give an the subject the mys
tery of hin pheasant hagging remained
unsolved until one day a sportsman who
i had hwen spending a week after grouse
L n that mysterions hunter's vieinity came
1 hame and annanuneed that he had solved it
: *Tom drums
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'mn ba liured in other wayas, as

I ean
testify. Israel Barnhardt of Sullivan
oounty, New York, learned how to do it
more than a generation ago and has
ractised it succesafully ever aince. He
as a method of his own, simple and in
his handa infallible.

“Barnhardt s a famous guide and
hunter, and while he never goes out on
purpose to bag his grouse by drumming
them in, he likewise never resista an op-
portunity to test his skill in that way when
one offera. He has hia dogs trained to
know the posalbilities of this feat in grouse
hunting.

“If during hia scouting of the covers
he comena to a log in the woods which he
identifies as ona that cock gronae use for
dr-nmmlng he prapares at onece for action,
Vtter and complete concealment is re-
quisite and this is perfectly understood
h{ Barnhardt's dogs. At a word from
him_they instantly hide and lie as still
as if they were dead dogs.

“Then eoncealing himself alongside of
the log, squatting on hisx hands and knees,
Barnhardt takes the right lnvl of his
eanvas hunting coat in his left hand,
drawa it tightly acrosa his chest on the
laft hand side and with his right hand
clanched strikes it in a way that repro-
duces the drumming sound of the cock
Frnum so nnturally that it never fails (o
ool any cock within hearing of it.

“I have witnessed HRarnhardt's par-
formance of this trick. | rever heard a
ecock answer the drumming and never
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of tha Lone Star Btata,
in a tremendous area of almost inacces-
sible wildarness lying between the Babine
and Trinity rivers, and dividing the long
leaf pine region of the sandy plains from
tha loblolly pine territory nearer the

“The Big Thicket

coast. It is from five to seven miles
wide and inhabited to-day by the same
wild life, some of it fierce and savage,
that dwelt in ita fastnesses when the first
wettlers found that Texas waa a promising
place to cast their lines.

“When the two Wiggins boys, Bill and
Dick, took their annual hunt in the Big
Thicket last year they thought they
found the game they ware after a little
more plentiful than it had ever been
before, but they contented themselves
with fetching away three beara, six deer,
twoof the biggest and flercest panthera the
Thicket waa ever known to produce and
a faw hoboats for good measure, One
of the panthera had a measurement of
eight feet three inches in length. The
boys had qguite a time bagging him,

“They started him out of a mass of
thick reeds, and their three dogs took
hi= trail and followed it so elonaly that
the panther ireed. One dog was so hot
on the trail thongh that he got to the
iree in time to take a running jump and

heard one make any sound in approach-
ing. the hunter heing aware of the l'ﬂm|n7
of the bird only whan he catches sight o
it moving toward the log. Somatimes
after Barnhardt has drummed what he|
enngiders long enough to lure a cock inlul
gight he will riee and move on, only to
flush ona ar more cocks that were on the |
wav in anawer to his drumming |

“I have mysell lured grouse within

unshot range by an imita‘ion of the

rumming produced by knocking a4
smooth, rounded stone against a pesled
epnt on the trunk of a hardwood tree
This gives gonearly a perfect reproduction
of the gound of A grouse’s wings beating
hin mating tattoo of spring or his hattle
callin the fall that even the most cautious
and suspicious old cock could ba axcusad
for taking it for the genuine thing °

grab the big heast by the flank, although
it waa six fest above the ground.

“When the two boys got there they
found the dog holding on to the panther,
ruspended in air. The dog was Hi Knox's
man trailing bloodhound Mitchell. He
could have pulled any ordinary panther
looes from his hold and brought him back
to earth to fight it out there, but this one
wastoostrenuouseven for that great dog,
and he scrambled on up the tree, taking
Mitchell along ten feet further, when the
dog loat his jaw hold and tumbled back
to the ground.

“The panther went on up the tree about
forty feet higher, and then one of the
Wiggine boya, Bill it was, turned his .33

THE HELPFUIL BEAVER.

One of the Firsat and Rest of the Western
Conservationisis,

*I read in Tnr Sv's how the heavere of
Colorade had proved a henefit as con-
servationista by their dams which have
ratarded the flooda that otherwiza would
have awept down the mountain sidea and
denuded the slopes of their soil and trees,”
said T. B. Gilroy. a one time ranchman in
Montana, *and that reminds me how that
buay little dam builder was a ploneer
and useful conservationist in Montana in
the davs of the cattla trail. A beaver
wasn’'t worth as mnech by a good many

dollars asn fat steer was, but there wasn't
a cattle man in Montana in those days or
ianywhere elsa on the ranges wheres beaver
|worn vat to be found who wouldn't have
given up the hest steer in his herd to
save the life of a heaver

‘The cattlemon had good reason for
saving every beaver they had a chance
to and they wera fast and unchangeabla
friends to that industrious and hard
working little anima'. Evervhody knows
that heavers huild dams  They build
|1hn1r dame to provide against hunger in
the winter when evervthing green that is
Inf anv 1&e to them as food has lost its
| map ang nutritious gqunalities asSuch. The

i beavarlives on the bark of cottonwaed and |

' willow and nther suceulent bharks, and tn
{he of servies to him as food those barks
| mnst he kapt fresh and full of lifa,

| “The beaver's wonderful inatinet tells
thim that this can be done by keeping

for ‘ein.’ 8aid he. ‘That's | them submerged in water and <o he dams ' 11,40 it ordinary e

the shallow currents of streames sa that the

special against him and down the panther
came. Up he was again, though, in a
second, and zip! he went for William's
throat.

“Then the dog Mitchell saw his chanoe
and set his jaws together on the panther's
haunch again and the ferocious varmint
let go of Bill and buckled in with the dog.
It was a prﬂlr{ fight while it lasted, and
both Bill and his brother took a hand in
it. .« The dog got the panther by the throat,
but the panther was getting his work
in on the dog'a belly with his clawa so
effectively that Bill grabbed his gun and
mocked another pellet into the panther
and ended the fight,

“The biggest bear the hoys killed was
| hrought down by Dick. and he had to make
two shota of it, and even hetween the two

one dog and ripped another out of com-
mission
“The hovs weren't in the Big Thicket
to bother with rabbits or the like of that,
'1 but one day Dick saw a jack rabbit so big
that ha gathered it in just as a curiokity
In doing that, fhnufh. he did more than
gather the jack rahbit in. The rabhit
was sitting on ite haunches when Dick
diseaverad it, reamingly loat to all ita
surroundings It tumblad over when the
shot hit it, and when Dick went to pick
it up he was obligad to put an end to a
rattlesnake that measurad over seven
feet in length and had thirtesn rattles
on it tail hefore ha congld take hold of the
rabbit  Although that
aod sized rabbit inside of it already
ick was of the opinion that it had de-
signs on the hig jack rabbit and had
hypnotized it, which accounted for the
rabbit sitting listlessly there, oblivious
to all else around it.
“We don’t think it

|

worth any more
eryvday comment
(down in Poalk county, the getting ready

“Thim 1aft {he myatery still unsolved | tollected water above the dam will farm | of the two Wiggines boys to go into the Big

go far nt tha reat of us wera concerned,
and the returning sportaman proceodad
to clear it up
: “He was= on hiz way through the woods
{ when he heard the saund of a eock pheas-
Faant's dromming He had never had a
chance ta seo g cnck at ite drumming and
he resnlved 1o steal npon thizs one and
watch the perfarmancs
~ *"He crapt nniselessly along and by and
“ by came within sight of a log from which
the drimming seemed to eome. The log
was not mora than fifty feet awav, hut
nowhere ahout it could he sea the drum-
ming pheasant. The hunter, wondering
how it was poasible for the bird to con-
eeal itsell 8o completely. was on the point
of stealing aronnd to get a look from an-
other direction when his eye caught a
mnavement on the ground among the
‘lsayes and undergrowths a long way be-
yond the far end of the log.

“The movement was made by a pheas-
ant that appeared out of the laurals, At
first the hidden spectator thought this
waa the pheasant that had done the drum-
ming, but suddenly the bird stopped as
if listening and then right from the log
rose the :ound of the drumming again.
The instant the sound was thue repeated
tha pheasant hopped on a emall decayed
log and heating it wings against ita side

, meat forth a resounding response to the

. eballenge from the log. Then jumping
trom the log the bird came hurriedly,
with wing tips drooping and dragging
on the ground and ruff standing erect,
toward the spot where ita challenger was
hidden.

“In momentary expectation of wit-
nessing a desperate battle hetween two
angry pheasant clocks the hunter lay
hreathless in his concealment. The ad-
vancing eock had come to within fifty
vards of the log when from behind the log
there came n wiadden flash and the re
port of a gun broke the stillness, The ad-
vancing cock lay fluttering on the ground
with a death wound, and scattering a
covering of brush and leaves that had
eoncealed
hunter

(]

gun in hand
“The startled sportsman likewise rose
“from hie hiding place and the two stood

ataring at each other., Then Tom re-
covered his composure and with a grin
said:

“That's how 1 do i1’

“The mystery was  solved A hoop

from a nail keg, on which was stretehed
a skin making u =ort of rude tamhborine,
was part of the hunter's equipment. He
rald the skin was tanned from a W]~
chuck’'s pelt. He had discoversd the
utility of the contrivanee in giving forth
an exact imiation of the Krotse's
drumming when beaten with a padded
stick in the hands of one who eonld Rive
it the proper |r|.||;|puln|unr| This iwmwr
had acquired the necessary skill inbana-
ling the implement so that he coald send
forth unerringly the sound that would
bring any cock pheasant within hearing

Cuck

toward the place of his concealment 4, |

response 1o the chygllenge. Tom's s

coss in handling the groundhog's skiy
drum was well shown right then, for gl-
though it was still early in the day he had
nine pheasants already in his l;ng M
had shot them free and open in the woods,

just us he had said he got bis pheasants, |
sportemen |

but of course none of our
eonld regard his methiod us sportsman-
like, At the same lime thers came a
singularly lively demand for small keg
hoops, and remember Lo have seen
fellows out hunting for groundhoge who
bad heen known to scorn even rabbits
an hancath consideration as marks for
their guns. 1 never heard of any of tham
#yccecding in becoming expert enough
mn iniating the drumming of the cock
roise ta lure the hirds to their guns,
bt that birds eould be lured and wera
lared i that way the work of Tom, the
pot hunter, left no doubt,

YAnd there us no doubt either that they

him up rose Tom, the pot|

ta deep pool and overflow his store of
shrubs and limbs he has planted thera
lf|1\r| kesp them fresh and sappy. they
being driven into the soft hottom of the
pond hy the wise little animal far enough
| to anchor them there upright and keep
them intact until thev are neaded for use
Lin the enlony s cammissary department.,
| “This wonderfu! instinet of tha heaver
'never interestnad the ranchimen a little hit
yin Ao far a8 it concerned the ohjeet of it,
Inor had they any sentiment in protecting
1 the heaver as such, hut water is a constant
| necessity on the cattle trails in the dry
climate of Montana. In the daye [ speak

| of thers were more beavers in Montana

try, and that may be the case yat, from
' the way they wera protected by the eattle-
men. By huilding their dams wherevoer
they might they caused tha water supply
{onut there to be hoarded as it could he
in no other way. for that was long before
the tfme of storage dams and irrigating
operations

“That storing of the water by the
beavers just suited the cattlemen, and ro
while all other game and fur bearing
animals were being exterminated the
beaver was assured of the friendship and
protection of the ranchmen so far as it
was in their power 1o befriend and pro-
tect, The beavers secemed to he aware
of this fact ffor in the range country they
carried on their industrial operations
fearlessly in close proximity to human
habitation. 1 have watched a colony of

never had a similar opportunity and used
it can have no conception of the amazing
genius for engineering that guides this
animal at itsa work. No human skill or
ingenuity can exceed it.
¢ “In choosing a place for Luilding a dam
| across a stream beavers first consider the
condition of the current. I it is sluggish
'thf-ldnm will be thrown straight across
from bank to bank.

I the current s
crapid the dam is built on a curve A snft
1 bottomspot isalwayschosen. Thetimbers
for the dam are cut hy the beavers at some
' point up the stream . trees of the proper
'size and slender saplings being felled by
! them with the facility of an axeman, ot
into the desired lengths and floated down
to the site of the dam by the members of
the colony set to the doing of that task,

“The engineers and constructors take
the timbers as they come down and utilize
them without a moment's delay. A
beaver can't stay under water more
than five minutes, vet an old and experi-
enced dam  builder among them  will
woize @ pince of timber that has been
cut for the purpose, dive to the bottom
with it and by some skilful manipula-
tion unknown to man fix it upright and
solid on the muddy bottom in the few
minutes he can work beneath the sur-
face. In an incredibly brief space of
time he will have set a row of these tim-
bers, while other busy workers float
the logs and poles and branches down
wtream and sink them one on top of another
crosswise against the planted stakes
or piles and fasten them by weaving
the flexible branches in and cut among
them

Others are busy  carrying mortar
made of mud and leaves and twigs, all
| mixed and kneaded to the proper con-
cdition and quality for use with which
[they plaster over the crevices and fill
the chinks, utilizing their broad, trowel-
ke tails in the process in a manner that |
wonld make a plasterer envious. Float -
g débris of many kinds constantly
works down against the dam. Another
gang of beavers are on the watch for
this and use it to good advantage in
perfecting the work ™

IN THE BIG THICKET.
Exploits of the WiggIns Brothers In Thelr |
Hunt Last Year.

“The two Wiggine bovs, as they are
familiarly known down in Polk county,
Texus, and parts adjacent, were getting
things in readiness, when | came away,
for a higger hunt in the Big Thicket this
fall than they had last fall,” said a regident

[ perhaps than anywhere else in the coun- |

beavers by the hour at their work of con- |
structing a dam, and a person who has !

| another haul.

Thicket intent on a still more vigorous
| campaign against the wild critters that
dwell in that otherwizse uninhabited
{domain than they usually pull off, but it
{ might strike vou up
(a little outside of an ordinary hunting
{stunt

{ “But the two Wiggink hoys are pratty
inear old enough to take care of them-
i-nl\-m. | guess. One of ‘em, Bill. is &8
now  T'othar one, Dick, ia 88 Naither
'af ‘em aver owned a pair of apectacles,
for they never have had anv use for ‘em
Bill'a hair is turning a littla gray now,
but he has got the same teeth. every one
of 'am as eound as a dollar, that came
i‘u hl"hnn he shed his baby teeth, 8o has
Yiek "

BAGGED A COON.

| Really Got 1t In a Rag, and by Daing So
This Lad Avoeided a Thrashing.

“Ever since the time a coon | bagged
licked Farmer Bill Badger and put him to
flight.” said Kit Buckingham, who sells
guns, can make them too, and knows how
to shoot with them, *1 have hald that
family of ringtailed night roamers in
high regard. Not that the coon deserved
any special eredit for licking Farmer Bill
| Badger, but il it hadn't licked him Farmer
| Bill Badger would hive everlastingly
| licked me, 8o, metaphorically speaking. I
take my hat off to the whole coon family.

“When I say | bagged ithat coon 1 mean
| bagged in the literal sense. It happened
out in Ohio, when I was a youngster. 1
{wasn't out to hag coons, either.
“Squirrels of all kinds were plenty in
'the woods. Gray and black squirrels
i reemed to choose for their homes trees
. with hollows in them that had openings
inear the ground.  Into these hollows they
'would pop when alarmed. A hunter with
(a gpun might wait a long time for them to
! come out and be shot and then be fooled,
and noting this peculiarity of the squir-
rela 1 hit on a scheme that 1 believed
would vield me a mess of the cunning
little bushy tails any time 1 went out
after them,

“And it wm"smi. I took anempty feed
bag one day and went into the woods
with my dog Gray, a black and white
mongrel with a peculiar bark which would
satart a squirrel for ita hole the minute he
let it loose in the woods if there was a
gquirrel within hearing. The dog and 1
hadn't got far into the woods when he
set up his bark, and out of a bunch of long
seed grass jumped two big black squirrels
They went like a flash for a big poplar
tree into a hole in which they disappeared,

“That suited the working of iy scheme.
I placed the open mouth of the bag over
the hole in the tree, and getting a long
pole pounded with it on the side of the
tree. A great scratching inside the hol-
low trunk followed, and down out of it
came the frightened squirrels. Out of
the hole at the bottom they popped and
into the bag. I grabbed the bag, drew
the puckering string, and my two squir-
rels were bagged. Whacking the bag
against the tree, I knocked the life out of
the squirrels, took them out and wtuffed
them in my pockets, and was ready for
The dog just went wild
with joy when he saw the point of my
scheme, and we had the greatest day's
sport in squirrel hunting that any one had
ever had in that country.

“One cloudy day the dog Gray and |
were out for some fun with squirrels
Farmer Bill Badger owned the bit of woods
wa were working in and it was hickory
nut time. Farmer Badger waan't at all
popular with the boys. He had bushels
and bushals of hickory nuta in his woods,
bhut he used to lay around in hiding with
a horee whip ready to pounce out on any
boy who ventured to seek his woods
to get a peck or 8o of nuts.

#Once another-boy-and Miwere taking

»

shota the hear war so able that it killed !

srake had a,

hers as something | Y

the chances on getting a few nuts without
Farmer Bill knowing it. They were fall-
ing from their hulls the nicest kind and
we had gathered a flour sack full apiece,
We had tied the sacks all ready to shoul-
der and make our escape with them and
their contents when 1 saw my dog Gray
drop his tail between his lege and start
for home,

“That dog was mortal afraid of Farmer
Bill Badger and always took to his heels

1in that way when he saw the unpopular

citizen, 80 we knew what ailed him this
time, We didn't need that to tell us,
though, for up out of the bushes near by
rose Farmer Bill. He had been watch-
ing us all tha while,

“‘Just what [ was waitin’ for somebody
to do,’ said he, with his horse whip raisad.
‘Now since you fellers has got tham nuts
all niee and sacked just you go up in that
trea and thrash the rest of 'em down,
and after you have thrashed ‘em down
you turn to and hull ‘em or 1'll hull you!*
“And didn"t we have to do it? We cer-
tainly did.  Wa shinned up that tree,
thrashed the nuts off and then worked
like beavers pounding the hulls off 'em
till they were all hulled, a good five bushels
of ‘am,

“‘And now,' said Farmer Bill, 'l gueas
you fellers better tote them two sacks
full over to my barn and turn 'em out.
1t'll kind o' save ma tha trouble.’

“And we toted the two sacks of nuts
over a mile to Bill's barn, turned ‘em out
and struck a bee line for home, Farmer
Bill yelling after us that if he ever ketched
us in his woods ag'in ha'd skin us alive.
That's the sort of a pleacant fellow citi-
zen Farmer Bill Badger wan,

*Well. my dog Gray and |1 were out one
cloudy day after msquirrels, taking the
chances in Farmer Bill's woods, for it
was nutting time and squirrela were
more than frisking about in those woods.
I don't know how Bill happened to see
us on our way there, for wa took a round-
about course; but he saw us, as the sequel
proved.

“Wea wars sneaking along through the
woods when suddenly Gray let go a bark
that almost scared me, and out of a little
erawfish run that wound through there
an animal a good deal bigger than a
squirrel jumped, made two more jumps
and went out of sight at the roots of a
beech tree. 1 had never seen a coon,

but from what I had heard of them |
knew that this was oné of those ringtailed

prowlers,
“The dog barked at the roots of the
tree, and | saw that there was an en-

trance to a hollow place there. 1 didn't
know how the bag method of hunting
squirrels would work on coon, but [ re-
solved to test it then and there. 8o |
fastened the mouth of the bag over the
hola into which the coon had gone, and
while the dog. about wild with the ex-
citament of thia naw experience. stond
ready over the bag I found a eclub and
pounded on the trea,

“Quicker even than ever | knew a
squirrel to dive into my bag that coon
came mmhli:r down into it. He
pounced into it with a chug that loosened
part of ita fastenings, but [ was quick
enough to grab the bag, pull it shut with
the puckering string and have Mr. Coon
A prisoner.
bag that I thought the quicker I put
{the finishing touches on him the better
it would be, 8o 1 aw11n1| the bag up over
{my head to give it a thump on the top
of a atump and quiet the coon and brought
it down with all my might. But the
coon never hit the stump.

*1 had been using that bag a good while,
and while it would have heen all right

a little too weighty a load for the weak-
aned bag to withstand. and as 1 hrought
it with a awash over my shoulder toward
the stump the bottom of the bhag went
out. The impetus I had given it sent
the coon flying out of the end of the bag
like a stone out of a catapult.

“l followed its flight with bulging
es and my line of vision endad on
Farmer Bill Badger as he stepped out
from behind a pawpaw hush. He stepped
out just in time for that flying coon to
light on him kerplunk.

“The coon struck him square in the
chest, ruwn on, and apread out all over
Rill's front like he waa a dead coon
stretched on a barn door. Farmer Bill
Badger gave a yell that is music in my
ears to this day, but before he could turn
and run that coon had acted like a buzz
saw on him and in lesa than ten seconds
Farmer Bill waa rippad and tattered as
if he had tackled a wildeat. Then the
coon right on over him and dis-
appeared. Farmer Bill never waited to
see what it was that had struck him, but
went tearing out of those woods.

“Take my hat off to the coon family?
1 should say so. If I hadn't high regard
for the coon 1 wouldn't be waiting so
eagerly for the season to come around
when | can go out and show it.

“The coon season sets in in this Siate
about the middle of September, but a
coon is ripest and juiciest in the peried
between October 15 and November 15,
and being stuffed full of Indian corn, fall
poultry, chestnuts, acorns, wild grapes
and the like he waddles away into the
heart of the most convenient swamp
at the first sound of the intruder seeking
to have fun with him, pulla his corpulent
hody to the top of an evergreen or oak
tree and waits for the coming of the argu-
ment, | show my respect for the coon
by never using any weaker argument
against him than a charge of No. 2 shot
driven by 3'; drams of powder and find-
innh a spot just behind the shoulder
with it.”

1

HIGHEST MEASURED SPEED.,

How Fast Animals Travel -Man Slow
Were It Not for Artificial Alds,

The earth is only about one-eleventh
as large as it was in the days of our great-
grandfathers and it is still shrinking
True, surveys and measurements do not
show it to be amaller. Its circumference
is still nearly 25000 milea. But within
the last century there has been so great
an increase in the rate of speed at which
man can travel that for practical pur-
poses the earth is eleven times emaller
than it used to be

Speed is relative. And the speed at
which man travels, says Bannister Mer-
win in the Youth's Companion, ix even
now low down in the scale of rapid
motions. Begin with the wslowest of
moving objects and note the forms and
conditions by which nature increases
her speed.

The movements of glaciers are negli-
gible. 'The same may be said of micro-
scopic animal life. Coming to the vis-
ble forms of animal life, we think at once
of the snail, which goes at the rate of
avout five one-hundrediths of an inch
a wecond
The tortoise, also a symbol for slownees,
covers lesa than hall an inch a second.
The hare, which the tortoise is fabled
to have defeated in a race, runs sixty
feot in a second.

The best recorded speed of a running
horse I8 sixty-two feet & wsecond for a
short distance. It is said that the tiger
will cover forty-aix feet in a second; the
slephant, seventeen feet; the foxhound,
sixty feet; the ostrich, helped by its wings,
180 feet. But most of thess figures obvi-
ously are hard to verify

With flying birds too, although many
of them have been carefully timed, we
cannot be certain that the figures given
are correct except perhaps in the case
of the carrier pigeon, The record for a
pigeon fiying 100 miles is about 125 feet
a second. However, homing pigeons
are said to have lown nearly half aa fast
again for short distances. For the eagle
the -estimated .distance -in &’ second- is

He made such a fusa in the | §

for thumping a squirrel in, the coon was

11’ l’lll

seventy-five fest, for the wild goose 150
feet, for the awallow perhaps 300 feet,
the awallow being the king of speed in
the air

Without the artificial aids to spead
which his genius has developed man is
one of the slowest of the large animala
in getting over the ground. The fastesat
running record for one hundred yards
was made at the rate of a fraction more
than thirty-one feet a second. A mile
has been run at the rate of twenty and a
fraction feet a second. Ten miles have
been done at sixteen and seven-tenths
feet a mecond. The beat speed of man
then is about half as fast as the best speed
of the horse. Neverthelasa it has been
said that by persistent pursuit at a walk-
ing gait a man can eventually tire and
run down a horse or a dear. Man's record
for walking A hundred milea is at the rate
of a little more than eight feet a second.

The superiority of man appeara in his
use of mechanical aids to speed. He has
chalned the awifter animals to hia ser-
vioe. Thera was a man on the back of
the horse that made the best equine
running record. Even with so simple
a contrivance as skates man has done
almost as well as the horee, covering a
mile at the rate of nearly forty feet a
second. An iceboat covered oneand two-
tentha milea in thirty-one seconds. This
was at the rate of more than 204 feet a
second or about 140 miles an hour.

That exceeds the steam locomotive
record of one mile in thirty seconds or
178 feet a second. But a train travelled
hatween Chicago and New York, 080
miles, at the rate of sixty and twenty-
eight one-hundredtha miles an hour,
excluding stops. Another train made
eighty-one miles at the rate of saventy-
five and elghlﬁ-fnur one-hundredths
miles an hour. High power electric rail-
roads abroad have beaten this, so may the
monorail.

An antomobile haa travelled a mile
in twenty-seven asconds and an aero-

lane has travelled eighty miles in an

sur. Indeed it is reported that Védrines
in hia Parie-Madrid flight covered eighty
miles with the aid of a gale at the rate of
155 miles an hour, the record for human
speed. *

The earth travels in its orbit round the
sun ninetween miles a second. The sun
itself, like all the other stars, has its owa
proper motion through space. Some
authorities have calculated ita speed at
twelve miles a second. A few atars move
more slowly than this; others much more
rapidly. Arcturus maintains a speed of
not less than one hundrad miles a second,
and the star called “Groombridge 1880°
travels one hundred and fifty miles in
the same brief time! But the average
rate of motion of the stara in space seerns
to be not much more than that of the earth
in its annual journey round the sun.

Shooting stars or meteors move with a
velocity of from twenty-five to forty-five
miles a second. (‘ometa, at the distance
of the earth from the sun, move at about
the msame rate: but their speed increasea
as they near the sun. The great comet
of 1882 swept round the sun with a velocity
of three hundred miles a sgecond.

But the speeds of the heavenly bodies
are glow compared with the motions of
the tiniest known particles of matter.
The sun would seem to stand still could
we compare its velocity with that of the
radium “rays.” These radiations are
produced by successive explosions of tiny
roups of the tiny atoms of radium. The
alpha rays” - being themselves infinitesi-
mal fragmenta of matter- are thrown out
with a velocity of perhaps twelve thousand
miles a second. The “beta rays" travel
still faeter.

i radium we find the higheat known speed of
"malulr in motion. At twelve thousand
'miles a second it would take little more
]ﬂ'um two seconds for a particle of matter
'to travel all the way round the earth.
| Look at your watch and note the duration

of two seconds: then imagine that in a

:f'hll'iht drawn by “"alpha rays" you have
| been round the world, There is hardly
time in two seconds for you to think the
}ouma{l.

_ The highest measured speed. however,
is not the apeed of matter but the speed
of that etheric vibration which we call
light. And light travels at the rate of one
hundred and eighty-six thousand miles a
second!

MISSOURI GAME BIRD®

Pheasants and Partridges Liberated by
State Commissioners Thriving.
tefleranm Cityeorreapaondence St Lowa Glohe-
Demoacrat,

That the pheasants and Hungarian par-
tridgea liberated throughout the State hy
the State Game Commissioner ave multi-
plying is indicated by reports which he i
now receiving from land owners among
whom they were distributed,

These reports are furnished in response
to a circular letter which he mailed to every
person receiving consignments of pheasants
or partridges. In this circular Game Com-
missioner Tolerton asked for specific in-
formation upon the following points: The
numher of old hirds living, number of voung
birds raised, attention required during the
winter, migratory habits, wildness, &c.

Hundreds of letters have been received
from citizens of nearly every county in
the Btate. Probably niue out of ten of the
reporta received are favorable Occasion-
ally a man reports that the birds were either
killed by hawks or hunters, that they be-
came too tame, or failed to propagate, bus
these reporis are the exception,

The Game Commissioner is elated over
the reporta from birds reieased last year,
The fact tha* they have propagated in a
wild state and have raised their hroods
indicates to him that only the question of
protecting them from pot hunters remains
to be solved. In nearsly every report it is
stated that the old birds are living. Neither
the pheasants nor the Hungarian partridges
seem disposed to migrate where supplied
with plenty of food and water and sufficient
cover I'he fear that the pheasants and
!partridges would hecome tame seems to
have been without foundation

Paddiing a Canoe to College.
From the St Lowie Republir,

Three young men iz a boat to say nothing
of the rest of the outtlt are Hoating down
the Mississippi River on a month's journey
1o 8t Louis, where they will enter Wash-
ingrton University when the fall term opens
a little more than a week henee,

Paddling in a canoe to college is a novel
manner to reach a destination in these davs
of rapld transit, but A L. Partride, A
Sidler and K. Dixon have made the trip
before aud they think the rigors of a 1,000
mile trip by canoe is just the sort of thing to
train them for a winter's study.

It was in the middle of August that the
students began their long journey near
(I[w‘hvuqlwa(ur. ol the Wisconsin River
Their canoe was fitted out with everything
peeded on the long and arduous trip and ex-

perience had tuught them that their larder
needed to he well wtocked

An Island for uck Shooters,

From the Norfoik Landmark

LittleStinger I1sland, only 10 by 22 feet, will
he sold this week for $15,000, representing
the highest price paid for a piece of land
of such small dimensions ever to be re-
corded in Princess Anne county,

Although Little Stinger Island only con-
taing 220 square feet of land rislng from the
waters of Back Bayv, Va., its value lies in
the fact that it forms a natural battery for
shooting ducks and is located at the lead 1o
the great Virginia and Caroling duckin
grounds. ‘I'he title lucludes & strip of lunn
on the mainland which, however, has no
particular value except for the erection of
a clubhouse,

Turkey Gobbler and Copperhead.

Williamaport  correspondence Phladelphia
North American,

Jucob Weller, resident in the Bottle Run
district, saw a turkey gobbler belonging
to his flock indulging in a baitle with some-
thing in one of the fAelds 1he other day
while the hen memhbers of the Aok w p|.|'0
fiving heiter skelter My, Waoller yan 1o
I'I'lml i-r:l:“runlo‘-hrb (:‘l:l"ll‘ hiial

J e hig gobbler puttip a
finishiug touches oo a large :.;wp'c:whé:‘d
snake,

) " |
In the emanations of thia wonderful

tand reached there | Carter was w

|

Y

Buck Hampton Pays Off an Old |
Score and an Obligation
at the Same Time.

WO CARD DRAW
IN A CROOKED GAME

*A square gambler,” said Buck Hamp-
ton cynically, “is A man who pays his
debte, never breaks & promise after he's
been fool enough to make it, plays fair
with his pals and naver gets caught.
That's my record, and that's why they
call me aquare.”

Young Carter drew a long breath and |
aaid: “1 reckon that's about right, specially
that last particular. Butif I thought-- "
Then he pulled himaelf togather with A |
strong affort.  But his ayes gleamed with |
an unholy hate that Hampton saw with |
great eatisfaction., For =oma reason, |
however, ha seemed deairons of making |
Carter show his hand, and he =aid in-|
differently, “I reckon you'd kill Ril1_v|
Beales if you knew his game was crooked.” |

“I certainly would,” said Carter

“Wall.* said Hampton deliborately as!
he lighted a fresh cigar, “thera’s a heap |
o' satiafaction about killing & maneome-
times, but there's liable to he a heap |
o' trouble afterward. FEven at that

1!
suppose it's worth while doing it under |
cerlain circumstances. The way I look
at it, though, there's other things that'll
xive you as much satisfaction mayhe
and not involve the disagreeabls conse- |
quences ”

He watched Carter narrowly as he
spoke, hut that yvouth -he was not more |
than 22 or 23- only shook his head and |
continuad to smoke with unusual energy. |
He was plainly disinclined to talk, and |
Hampton tried another tack

“I heard Beales made a big winning
laat night. Did he gat enough toeripple
you?” :

“Look here,” said Carter half angrily |
an he straightened up and threw away |
his cigar, “what are von driving at!
anvhow? What is it to you how bad he |
hurt me? You eay vourself you're .l
gambler. You've =een many a man |
ruined hefore, Maybe you've ruined
some yourself. [It's part of the business,
isn't it? Why bothar yourself with the
ghastly detaila?”

Hampton's face graw very grave. Hnl
did not reply at once, but after a pause
he said: “Men may have ruined th-m-i
selvea playing againat me bafore now,
but no man can say I aver took an unfair
advantage of him unlesg he was trying
to do me. Thal's anothar thing T should
have mentioned in telling what'a square
gambler is.

“If A man tries to get my money 1 take
{hia if T can. If he plays fair, T play fair.
{1t he plars foul well, I've never been
! caught. But a man is a fool to gamhle
runless he knows the tricka of the trade

“But you ask why | am intarested jn
i your experience last night.  Well, for one
{thing 1 always pay my debts, as | said a |
| minute ago, and 1 haven't forgotten a |
i good turn you did me once *
|  *“Pshaw, that was nothing *

*“True, it was a lit*Ae thing for vou toda
but it meant a heap more to me than you
| ever knew, That's one reason why |
| hunted you up as soon as | heasd abont
{last night, and there's another reason
' whv I'm interested
“1 owe Billy Reales something, too, and
| 1 haven't had the opportuniiy to pay him
lyat. If 1 thought the satizfaction would
be worth the trouble I'd have paid him
!long ago with a bullet, but 1 nrefer to dao I
| him a worse injury, and e 1 mav | haven't |
|yet had the chance. Perhaps we might
do it togather "

Carter's eves gleamed again and his
face lighted up as he opened his mouth |
as if to speak. Fagerly, but rhm‘kmz'
himeelf suddenly, he merely said: “1 can't
help vou. I'mdown and ont *

*Nonsanse," exclaimed Hampton with
delibearate rudenese. “You are not the
man to give up like that, even if you did
make a big losing. What's the matter
twith you?"

“Wall, damn it. I'll tell you. You
might as well know it now, for evervhody
elsa will know it by to-morrow,” ex-
claimed Carter furiously “I can't help
vou because I'll be in jail to-morrow.
Fight thousand of that money I lost to |
Beales last night belonged to the firm, |
and I've got to make an accounting in the i
,morning.® |

*“Eight thourand ian't such a terrible
lot of money,” sald Hampton =lowly, “ byt |
sometimes it's bigger then a hoyse, |
have seen the time when it looked as big
as eight million, but juat now I coyld let
vou have it withont putting myself in a
{hole, If you say so I will, but let’s put
! that one side for a minute. Perhaps | can
suggest something better

*I don’t understand,” said Carter.

*Well. it's this way. If I hand vou the |
money and you square yourself with the |
firm you'll feel for & while as if 1I'd saved
vour life. " Maybe it 'd seem like a hean
more than that. But after the excite-
ment had worn off there's two things 'd
ba liable to happen. It might turn either
way.

“You might feel so everlasting gratefyl
that you'd make a slave of yourself and
go through unnecessary privations to
pay me back, and make me uncomfortable
iIf not miserable doing it. Or you might
feel the burden of the debt so heavily
that yvou'd come to hate me in time, and
Ilhat 'd make me feel a heap worse. |
{don't know which it 'd be, but | reckon
vou ain't the kind of man that 'd soon
forget it. .

“Now there's another way out of this
trouble and it can be done in twenty -
four hours if Y¥ou can kel that much time,
Can you?"

Carter said he thought that could be
managed.

“Then supposing | can get Billy Beales
around here to play poker and have him
bring $15,000 or $20,000 with him. We two
can do him as sure as death, if you'll play
a8 | tell you to. You can get back your
$3,000 and I'll take the rest.”

"Crooked poker, and you a square
gambler?" exclaimed Carter,

“Must 1 go over that again?® asked
Hampton, patiently enough. *I told vou
1 alwaya played fair if the other man did.
Now if you knew that Billy Beales cheated
you out of your money last night, and was
trying to do it again, would you have
any weruples about taking advantage of
him in any way vou could?*" 2

*But | don't know that he cheated,”
objected Carter, dodging the question,
which in truth he found it hard to answer.

“You don't, but I do,” was the reply,
*1 can even tell you two hands you held
in the game and show you how he got !
the cards to beat you. | was in the houso
an hour after you left, and Hooper and
Marsden were laughing about it. They
| even had a side bet up the second time

that you wouldn t fall for it. Marsden
thought you must see it." This last was
added as a spur, for the tempter saw that
avering.

“If | knew he was cheating,” said the
latter.. still bemitating,~*1 certainly«join

| for wou, as 1 eaid, but principally

| emotions

ltwice as much

“That's enod of course. ™ he sajd
|

vou, Idon't see that | can be any wirsg
off than 1T am "

“Give me a deck of card= and |1} «
vyou,” was the instant respovsc, gl
the next ten minutes young oty
the benefit of valuable instroco
legerdemain] given by an exper
he saw the fwo hands reprod
which he had loat moat heavily
how they had been beaten he 1hn
scruples to the wind and
manded the opportunity for reve

“1IU1 be easy,” said Hamr o,
Beales that you were playing w
firm's money and are near crazy
you have a lot more of it and 1)
got vou to play again,  And |
him think I'm geing to g lay o
against you”

“Isn’t that too raw " asked
the other saw suspicion in his foon
“It'a not too raw if T ean woe
gatd auietly, “and anyhow, wi
you to be afraid of? I'm staking
the game, and if you don't wir
can't lose anything.,  1'm doig

n
W e
A
Lhali I
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T
I want to put Billy Bealas oat of

I reckon it won't hurt vour feeln
to help out in that.”

There was no further demio
gide of the next two hoors yovgp
learned more of the pactioal
poker trom a  professions]
than he conld have learned in iw
from amateur playing

What excuse Carter made for pos
ing a settlement with his firm was
importance to anybody but the tir
it was successful, and he walie!
rooms the next night for the ap o
of the two gamblers with curi
Gambler as he was
atinet, and recklesa as he had
hims=ell to be, 1t was repugnant
article of his eode to enage in tricko
the card table, and 11t was only W
desire for revenge that enalled |
look at it with anv satisfaction v

Affecting hesitation, which Bealis s
tributed to conscientions seruples g«
further misapproprintion of money o
rightfully his, the young man finaliv
gented to join in a three handed gan

With his left foot touching Hanipt
right, fesling from time to timg
the meaning of which he well
stood, he had the comfort of kiowing
that Hampton's right foot was giviog and
receiving signals from Beales that wern
equally well understood and that Hamy.-
ton was in effact playing a solitaire' gane
with two puppets, he being the conscions
one while the other was foredoomed t,
disaster,

Remembering what Hampton had shawy
him of the eronked manipulation of carda
he had little difficulty in geeing from time
to time that Beales was stacking the carde,
and though he frequently logt consider.
ahle guma he had no anxiety, knowing
that the grand coup would come in timea,
and being sustained as well by the fact
that he was winning a fair proportion of
pota

With three players in the game and na
limit, all three being desirous of pushing
the play, it took only a few rounds to hring
the 'Iloning intoe three figures and in hau'f
an hour it wes in four

Then came the signal he had been wait.
ing for and he laoked at the cards Hamyp-
ton had given him in the deal Minding
that he had, as he expected to find. throe
cards of a straight flush, the eight. nine
and ten of hearts, And he came in on
Beales's ante. fully prepared to see Hanp
ton raise it and Beales reraise

The game had bean g0 manipulated hy
Hampton previously that while Healea
had lost some $3.000 of the $15,000 he Lad
brought with him Hampton had st
and Carter's pile was
about even with Beales's

However, it was not his cue to push tha
play till after the draw. 8o he simply
irailed while the othera scesawed himali ng
till there was $6,600 in the pot Then
Hampton elosad it and picked up the deck
to serve the draw

Begles took one, gmiling with avi! tri-
umph as he did so, and Carter took two
getting, #s ho expected, the jack an
weven of hearts. He het a chip lLefore
looking at them and Hampton afier
standing pat raised it $1, 000

Beales macde it $1,000 more and Carter
with & fine imitation of & desperata man
said, still without lifting his draw

“Fither 1 made it or Tdidnt, bt I'm
plaving for a finish anvhow, &n hera
goes ®  And he pushed his pile Torward

Hampton dropped promptiyv, but Besles
gaid, smiling again:  “Well, | reckon it =
the finish then.” And he put in all his
money, shawing down four queens

Then Certer made a preity I-\':-I}"‘
i |
taking a desperata

$ife

b

ne
signals

unijer.

didn't fill
chance

He showed down his three ard thae
other plavers exclaimad in amazement
while Carter slowly turned over the twn
others

Beales's expression was well wort) sec-
ing. But when he turned to Hampton
with rising fury in his face the latter
langhed nt him

“I rackon I'll eall it square now,  Filly®
he said. *You didn't know [ found out
about that trick vou put over on me a
the Soo, but 1 did  And our friend hera
has gomae satisfoction now for thet raw
deal vou put up on him  Take your
medicine, Billy. There's no kick coming
from vou."”

And there wasn't  For the loser was
wige in his goneration and saw the use-
lessness.  But after he had devarted,
cursing, Carter took his &88.000, and rush-
ing the rest of the money over to Hamy-
ton said:

“I reckon that game of poker'!!
me for a lifetime

was

last

FORTUNE IN HIS LUCKY (01N,

Battered Half Dollar Worth Many Timed
Ils Face Value.

From the lLos Angelea Times

The grimly kumorous goddess of
tunes  good and jll never wrongl
the heroes of a Schelierazade or o Hene
\nderson n strapger trick than o |
which she recently thrust a fortune in
pocket of an upsuspecting grocer's oier
of Log Angles

He is Charles 1. Cross, a clerk for
A Valie, a groggr of South Main =tree!
For nearly Nfiy-five vears he has cnrried
W ek y pocket piece a silvér half do
the same date as the year of his birth

And it has justified his faith in s |
ness” at last, for from being memwly o
tered and war worn four hit piece of anoet
vintage and doubtful beauty it e
deniv leaped 1o relatively enormons o
as the second known eoin of that dat
existenes In cold eash its increase 1= wo
Qo per cent . of its fuce Ngures

Twenty-five hupdred dollars was 1o fus
with scorn by the owner of the only o
1858 half dollar Known to exist - rated
most valuable coin now in the exhilit of
American Numidmatic Associntion m
cago, ‘There are few individoal cons of
erenter yvalue by record of their
than the 18554 half dollar, even the hos
dollar of 180 taking a back seal
comes to relative searcily

More than half a century ago in bis!
town of Niles, Mich., the coin wa- iy
Cross as a hirthday present becanse
struck off in the same year of his
It went into the pockét of yvounsg ¢ 1
first pair of pants and in his trousers poc
it has remained ever since.  ‘The 1ons
have changed from time to toae, b
coln has pever left his
over night

Crors is now 58 vears old and his

fire

tor

ar of

wi
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has mot alwavs been an easy one
has seen the time when his luek "
was silent in his  pocket  because

Wik ot even a penny there (o jingle 11w
There have been times when he has
the four bits from its resting place and vwos
about 1o sacrifice it for s squivaien |
bread and beans because except [0
be wus ubasolutely dead hroke, hunen
wilthout where to lar his head
Through o all, hows yver,
stubbiornly 1o the coin and
n--ip.;r‘rl fvery tempintion
There has alwavs been in the b
head the whim=ical idea that it wou
time bring him Juck, Apd it bhas broum
him luck,
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