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A Walking Delegate Among the

Constitution Bullders.

There 18 one thing both new and im-
portant in Colonel THEODORE ROOSE-
veLT's Columbus address, and perhaps
only one. The bulk of his extensive
lecture to the Ohio constitution makers
is of the long familiar pattern,  In sub-
mitting his many thousand words of
profuse ratiocination and emphatic
instriuction  the  Colonel affably  re-
marked that if he had neglected any
subject coneerning which any consti-
tutionalist  there present  desired  to
know his views he would gladly send to
that person a copy of his speeches made
in 1910, which, he thought, covered most
of the ground. A full set of the speeches
made in 1010 and in previous vears would,
indeed, be found to contain not only
much that Colonel RoosevienT did not
say ar (olumbus vesterday, but also
i good deal of that which he did say
on the present occasion

It might therefore be of small profit
o examine too sedulonsly  the major
nart of the production which the anthor

somewhat  grandiloquently  siyles a
“Charter of Democracy.,” It 8 not
an intelligible eharter of anything. It

in not a satisfac:ory definition of the
“new nationaliam” which Colonel Roosg-
YELT has recently preferrad to call by
some other name, 1t I8 not a political
platfoarm. It is not a coherent personal
vlatform in any sense, except that the
eharacteristics of a persistently self-
asaertive personality abound through-
out it. There are many fervid declara-
tions of faith. which would b of inter-
et if they weradistingnished by a more
exact understanding of the meaning of
words and the value of phrases; as for
example where the speaker explains
T believe in pure democracy.” and
a fow moments la‘er exclaims, “I am
emphatically a bedever in conatitution-
aliem.” From beginning to end there
is8 no evidence that the eminent in-
strurtor of the Ohio convention has
the dimmest conception of the funda-
mental difference hetween purely demo-
eratic and constitutional government,
There are, however, plenty of indica-
tions of the absenece of the great Amer-
ican sixth sense, the gense of unwritten
humor; as, for instance, when the same
statesmian who onee summoned the late
Fowarp H. Harrivas to a practical
conference announces to Ohio and the
ecountry that “we hold it a prime duty
of the pcople to free our Government
from the control of money in politics.”
Let us pass all this, not even dwelling
on the unwelcome reappearance of the
characteristic  Kooscveltian  rhetoric,
antithetical, balancing to corners, auto-
matically self-qualifyving to suit oppos-
ing opinions, heginning a pardgraph with
the sharp procision of a Flaxman ont-
line and ending in the luminous nebulos-
ity of a Tuirner sunset,

“What deserves special attention by
all considerate citizens is the new and
important doctrine already referred to
as having been promulgated at Colum-
bug. This is not only new and impor-
tant but also positively startling when
ita gignificance is appreciated.  Colonel
ROOSEVELT now goes &0 far in his revo-
lationary projects as  to propose to
substitute  for the highest appellate
tribunals in the States of the Union a
plebiscite or popular  referendum  on
questions of the interpretation of statu-
tory or constitutional law. That is to
say, after n purely legal question of
congtruction has been pronounced upon
by the ultimate judicial authority, that
decigion shall be subject, as Colonel
ROOSEVELT proposes, to review and
reversal by the public sentiment or
whim or craze of the moment, This
is not the principle of the Reeall of the
Judiciary; it is more dangerous by far,
inasmuch a2 a recalled Judge is at least
likely to be repluced on the bench by
another person versed in the law, The
Roosevelt plan purposes (o establish on
the street corners and elsewhere a higher
court of law, the Court of the Crowd,
with supreme jurisdiction.,

Inconceivable as it may seem that
any sane and responsible man should
deliberately advance such a proposal,
there is no mistaking the fact that the
idea has fastened itself upon the Colo-
nel's enterprising mind, He “very
earncstly asks” the Ohio constitutional
convention 1o provide not only adequate
facilities for the amendment of what-
ever Constitution may be adopted,
which is a perfectly proper request, but

“also means which will permit people
themselves, by popular vofe, after due
deliberation and discussion, to getile
what the proper construction of any
congtitutional point is” X

Colonel ROOSEVELT returns again and
again to this astounding idea in his

“Charter of  Democracy™  He winits

—_—_—

] makes it plain that it is not the Judge
i that is to be recalled by popular vote,
but the Judge's decision. “When a
CJudge,” he says, “decides a constitu-
y tional question, when he decides what
‘the people as a whole can or cannot do,
the people should have the right to recall
that deeision if they think it wrong.”
Apparently his idea of the popular recall
of decisions germinated in the differ-
ences of oninion between himself and
cortain high courts of law on several
questions of law coneerning which he
has previously shown much personal
excitement; for he refers at some
length to one or two of these cases.  He
‘makes elear his firm adhesion to the
‘new doctrine of the reference of ques-
Jtions of law to popular vote, “When
< the Supreme Court of the State declares
| a given statute unconstitutional because
inconflict with the State or the national
; Constitution, its opinion should be sub-
l_im-t to revision by the people them-
cselves,”  “Actual experience,” he adds,
“has shown the vital need of the people
reserving to themeelves the right to pass
"upon such opinion.” He continues:
“Ifany considerable number of the people
+[eel that
{duetien, they should be given the right by
Elmlllhm to bring hefore the voters at anme
stibsequent eledction, special or otherwise,
as might be decided, and after the fullest
opportunity for deliberation and debate |in
mass meetings addressed by the Colonel?),
the question whether or not the Judges’
interpretation of the Constitution is to be
sustained. I it is sustained, well and good.
1f not, then the popular verdict (8 to be ac-
captad as final, the decision is to be treated
as reversed, and the construction of the
Constitution definitely decided, subjiscy only
to mnotion by the Supreme Court of the
[ nited States "~

Again Colonel RooBEVELT, referring
to one of the specific cases in which the
jndgment of the Court of Appeals in
this State failed to coincide with his own
conception of law and personal wishes:

such decision is in deflanca of

“The fault is not with the Constitution;
the fault is in the Judges’ construction of the
Constitution: and what is required is power
fur the people to reverse this false and wrong
Irnn-!rm-unn :

Again:

" Now, the power ta interpret is the power
ter establish; and if the prople are not to bhe
| allowed finally to interpret the fundamental
[law, ours is not a popular government.”

And ;m:uhr

“ Make it perfectly clear that on every
point of this kind it is vyour intention that
the people shall decide for themselves how
far the laws to achieve their purposes shall
| &0, and that these decisiona shall be binding
1uuwn every citizen in the State, oMeial or
non-offlcial, unless the Supreme Court of
the nation in any given case decidea ofher-

I

wise

But why except the Supreme Court
of the United States from the operation
ol Colonel ROOSEVELT'S plan for popu-
lar jurisdiction over questions of law?
This exemption, we must frankly ad-
mit, is the only flaw in an otherwise
perfectly consistent proposal of revo-
lhnmu. If a constitutional point on
which the vote at the polls, after a
sufliciency of mass meetings addressed
by the Colonel and his trusted disciples,
has overnruled the decision of the high-
est State court is in its turn overruled
and reversed by the Judges at Washing-
ton, why should not their decision be
equally subject to review and reversal
by a majority vote on the part of the
prople of the United States? We are
at a loss to understand why Colonel
RoosevFLT should stop short of the
logical and necessary consequence of
his doctrine, namely, a national refer-
endum to review and, if it is “right,”
to upset the decisions of the Supreme
Court of the United States,

In commending to the attention of
everyhody the salient feature of Colo-
nel Rooseverr's Columbus  address,
we beg leave to remark that it is the
most astonishing and, in the view of
healthy intelligence, the craziest pro-
posal that ever emanated either from
himself or from any other statesman
since the organization -of our Govern-
ment by law.

|
1

A Reading for the Day.

Among so many louder voices can
GEORGE WASHINGTON have a hearing?
To-day courtesy urges a casual atten-
tion even to the warnings of a pluto-
crat, a conservative, a reactionary:

“Toward the preservation of your Gov-
ernment, and the permanency of YOur pres=
ent happy gtate, it is requisite, not only that
you steadily discountenance irregular op-
positions to its acknowledged authority, but
also that you resist with care the spirit of
innovation upon i's prineiples,
apecious the pretexis

however
One method of as-
sault may be to effect, in the forms of the
Constitution, alterationsa which will impair
the energy of the system, and thus to un-
dermine what cannot be direetly over-
thrown. In all the changes to which you
may beinvited, ramember that time and habit
are at least as necessary to fix the true
charactarof Governments as of other human
institutions; that experience ia the murest
standard by which to test the real tendency
of the existing Constitution of a country;
that facility in changes, upon the credit
of mere hypothenin and opinion, exposes to
perpetual change, from the endlean variety
of hypothesin and opinion "

If we have introduced italios into the
quotation it is because in these days
all speech is bellowed and all writing
screams; because no American is more
praised and less regarded than Wasm-
INGTON, and he must be emphasized to
be read; and because, quiet gentleman
as he was, he seems to have foreseen
the modern madness for change for the
sake of change.

An Intermittent Governor,

Not the least interesting incident of the
preliminary inquiry into alleged corrup-
tion in the Senate of New Jersey is the
light it throws on the activities of the
Giovernor ot that State, Weread that:

“ The allegations againat the Senator were
outlined to Governor WiLsoN just bafore his
departure for Kansas this afternoon  The

that “the people” should take ample | Governor gald that he belleved the utmost

time before making up their mind on
any point of law, but “their de inion
ghould be put o immediate and living
effect when it has thus been deliber-
ately and definitely

reached ™

publivity should be given to the affair, though
he hind no time to consider the charges in
b detail 1o-day *

Il Governor WILSON 8 ever to be

Helinformed of anything affecting New
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Jersey, the knowledge must be com-
municated to him just before he starts
out on a trip to some other State or im-
|mod{ntpty after his return therefrom.
I Inquisitive persons anxious to rest their
[eyes on Governor WiLsoN waste their
time journeying to Trenton. They will
1 have a much better chance of gratifying
| their ambition if they make an excur-
| ®ion to New England, the West, or the
| middle West. Why he ever goes back to
the State capital is an interesting sub-
ject of speculation. As it is, the visits to
Trenton appear to be annoying inter-
ruptions of his continuous performance
on the railroads of the country.
This situation, however, ig not likely
to endure forever.

Some Men Like Lincoln: None Like
George Washington.

Annually when February arrives the
public is informed of an amazing similar-
ity that exists between the men at the
moment conspicuous in politice and
President  Tancows.  Uncle SHELBY
CULLOM, who has confessed that present
day Ilinois politics is beyond him, has
for years been the “man who looks like
Linconx.,” He has devoted time and
energy to the poge, with entirely satis-
factory results. RBut he is in danger of
being crowded now, for the tribe of
Lincolnlike personages is growing to
monstrous gize.

Mr. ROOSEVELT has confessed time
and time again that he is more Lincoln-
ish than the war President was himself.
| Senator LA FoLLETTE has taught the
children of Wisconsin that LINCOLN
affected a pompadour. Governor WiLa
SON is hailed as another LINCOLN;
CHAMP CLARK tells stories, and there-
fore is “like lLancoLx.” Mr. CANNON'S
excursions into the vernacular have
lorg been held in high esteem as “hav-
ing a touch of LincoLy.” Colonel
BRYAN ig go much in accord with the
man whom he has never succeeded
that he quotes things LINCOLN never
said as coming from the Emancipator's
lips. The list might be extended until it
included every man who hankers for of-
fice. There's magic in the name.

Here is one of LINCOLN'S misfortunes.
He must not be held responsible for this
any more than for the innumerable
varns that are represented as coming
from his lips and that refute their re-
puted anthorship by the internal evi-
dence of their own structure,  LINCOLN
has been saddled with the authorship
of a tale in which an electric light and
a long distance telephone were used.
Probably at this moment somebody is
saying, “One day LINCOLN went up ina
monoplane”; and he will escape with his
life. Such 18 justice in this world.

The name of WASHINGTON is not
used as is that of LixcoLy. The rea-
mon is not far to seek. To compare
himaalf with WASHINGTON is beyond the
audacity of even the most pushing of
aspiranta. Time has transformed onre
personality to a degree that abasheseven
the least sensitive. The same trans-
formation is in process as to LINCOLN.
A hundred years from now his name will
no more be employed for common pur-
poses of contemporary politics than is
that of GEORGE WASHINGTON.

A Bout at Golf at Palm Heach.

WiLLiam J. CoNNERS was February 20,
1912, for on that day he played eizhteen
holes of golf with no less a person than
the Becretary of State at Palm Beach,
where Mr. CONNERS is a familiar and
striking figure in the height of the sea-
son. Palm Beach was as necessary to
his oareer as Delaware avenue. The
rude blizzard airs of Lake Erie have no
terrors for him, but in February the
seat of fashion, the lap of luxury, is
Palm Beach, not Buffalo. Thither hiea
FiNGy with his wardrobe, his golf sticks
and his vocabulary.

Mr. CoNNERS, with all his experience in
sport and high life. sometimes mistakes
hisman. Inthe Hon. PHILANDER CHARE
K~ox, physically unimpressive although
intellectually a giant, FINGY discovered
a victim in the royal game and at the
same time raw a golden opportunity to
glitter socially. To those who know the
facility of Mr. KNox on the links it is not
surprising that he was 1 up at the finish.
His form is well known at Chevy Chase,
Golf is his favorite game, and he has
the temperament for it. The surprising
thing is that Mr. CONNERS, who was
nourished on catch-as-catch-can and
rough-and-tumble on the docks at Buf-
falo, played as well as he did, but victory
with him was of less consequence than
social prestige. “Whin I played golf
with Secret'ry KNox at Palm Beach”
will be the beginning of his stock story in
future. The details are not at hand, but
the closeness of the game indicates that
in some phase of it Mr. CONNERS must
have excelled. Probably he outdrove
the Secretary of State and was mighty
with the brassy, succumbing in ap-
proach work and putting. On the green
the precision of Mr. KNOX '8 6trokes with
the Schenectady won the day.

Both know the course, but Mr, CoN-
NERS is more familiar with it, for his
identification with Palm Beach is com-
plete. It is impossible to think of this
tropical paradise without having the
ex-chairman of the Democratio State
committee in mind. The spectacle
was worthy of the historic painter: the
Secretary of BState, trying to forget
Sefior PEDRO NEL OSPINA, cool, de-
liberate, calculating, and yet feeling
the responsibility of winning at all
hazards; the square set CONNERS, at-
tired in chic golfing costume and swing-
ing his imported sticks with the glowing
thought that he had already won a
social triumph and that if he could be 1
up at the end he would be able to begin
his story, “Whin 1 trimmed the Hon.
PHILANDER KNOX at the golf game at
Palm Beach.” It seems to have been a
close call for the Secretary of State.
In the exciting moments Mr. CONNERS's
speech must have been racily idiomatic;
when the Secretary fouled a bunker
and FiNay forged ahead the classic
features of Mr, KNOX must have been a
study. What richness for the “gallery”
when it seemad that the head of the
Cabinet might have to knuckle under
to the old boss of the First ward!

In golf, as on the turf. all men are

A red letter day in the life of the Hon. ;

equal, although both are sports of kings.
Kindred spirits met in a sense, for Mr.
Knox is as fond of holding the reins over
a fleet trotter and of nursing the ivories
at billiards as the Hon. WiLLiam J.
CONNERS in of the red blooded games of
the mat and the squared circle. How
they came together in a contest that wili
be the talk of Palm Beach as long as the
surfl breaks and the royal palms toss
their plumes is a matter of conjecture,
i but it is enough to know that the sport-
{Ing spirit is vitalin both. InMr. KNOX'S
icase the episode may be a portent of
diplomatie triumphs to come, while loss
to Mr. CoNNERS signified a distinction
that has never come to him before,

As another sign of the improvement of
Franco-Spanish relations the announce-

Auguat to meet President FALLIERES,
This ia accepted as a proof that before
July the Morocoan negotiations will be
over, France and Spain satisfled by the
results, and that the visit is designed
to remova the bad feeling between the
two countries which has resulted from
mutual jealousies and quarrela over North
African ambitiona,

Asin already has a Trans-Siberian and
a Trang-Indo-Chinese, and now the Per-
sians are discussing a Trans-lranian,

If the figures of Dutchess county are
any indication, the Democrate of the
State find the prospects of the party
primariea this year far less interesting
than do their political opponenta.  Thus,

county this year ia but 10,139, out of a
vote of 18,4383 in 1910, A decline of 45 per
cent,, the Democratic enrolment was
but 4,113, for a vote of 9,016 in 1010, a loss
of 56 per cent. The Republican enro!-
ment was materially larger, amounting
to 84 per cent. of the vote in 1810, while
the Prohibitioniata got out 74 per cent.

and the Socinlista 41 per cent., but the
vote of the last two was insignificant.
With the Hon. Timoruy L. Woonneer

back in the saddle in Brooklyn and the
Hon. B. B. Openy, Jr., slated for his old
seat in the Republican State committee
it begins to look as if the new State com-
thittes would have the appearance of an
0ld Guard ball.

filk stockings st their peril. Thisarticle
of attire is a prime favorite as a prize in
bridge whist conteats.

The Hon. BrRaAvCHAMP CLARK may be
“the best jowel in Missouri's diadem.”
but at times he seamne rather Ioud than
precious

THEATRE TICKET AGENCIES,

Would the Playhouses Benefit From
New Nelling Methods?

To ne Lprtor ov Tur Sex - S gt s
some time since the parsistent annoyvai e
of theatre sireet sharks throsting their
tickota and a handfol of professionally
arranged bills in the faces of every
theatregoer onded. Hut another, perhaps
greater, nuizance is allowed to continus and
Hourish, owing to its well known alliance
with the theatres, not without murmurings
but without the arm of the lnw being ralsed
to check ite growth and deliver the public
from ite grasp

| refer, of conrse, to the tichet hiokers
whose atands are in pradctically every prom-
inent hotel of the city and who through
contracts with the theatrse managers get
far In advance blocks of the best seats,
forcing their patrons to play into the hands
of the combination and pav a boros  of
Adfty conts; or 82,70 a soat

Hacently | purchased tickets at the hox
ofMice of A theatre [or a performance two
woeeka in advance  ‘fhe best | could get
were in the twentieth row.  Healizing later
that thes<e seats were too far from the etppe
| endeavored to axchange them for a 'l ues-
dayv m-nmni,wrfurmum o, the last aof Mar h
V\ithough this was< siy weesks lenoe | was
assiured that there was nothing better
I'he expintetion was simnle

apecilatora of the hotels, who are legalized
to exact the esorbitant commission of
2% par cent. and who ply their trade with
a superior air of comfortable security in-
tanded to impresa the purchaser that he is
having a special favor conferred npon hiim
For some time past the theatre managers
have complained of a falling off of patronage
and several houses have already reduced
their prices Instead of this conesssion
why do they not maintain the ninhdnr(‘
rates of the past, which are fair and reason-
able, and wipe ot the speculation evil,
wiving patrons an opportunity to obtain
the hest seats at the hox offlees without
being vietimized by the outrugeous graft
that is now in practioe?
Artnrnr B CURTIRS
New Yonk, February

“ERRATIC AND UNSAFE."

Bishep Doane's Opinton of a Highly Re-
ceptive Candidate,

Toorag Enitor oF THE SUN- Sir: Cler-
ienl expressions on politics are ganerally to
be deprecated, but the views e xpressad in
Tue S~ this morning by Bishop Doane
are so opportune that they cannot be too
hiahly commended.

e atatement by the Rishon that “Roosss
velt is erratic and unsafe” comes from him
with emphasia, although it Is so generally
understood . L. T. W,

New Yong, February 20,

The Genesls of the Initiative and Refers
endum,

To THE Emiton ofF THe Srx-Sir: In
trying to get some idea of the working of
the things called initiative and referendum
| cama across the following illustration in
Plutarch's “Life of Lycurgus™;

“When a councillor died the best man
among those over sisty was to be chosen
to  take his place. The people came to-
gether in assembly. Certain selectad men
wera shut up in a neighboring bullding
whence they could see nothing: the candi-
dates were brought in one by one before
the assembly, but in an order which was
unknown to the men in the building, and
each as he entered was greeted with shout-
ing. Tho men in the building decided that
the cheering had been loudest for the man
who came firat or the man who came sec=
ond, or some other in the order, and the
man, unknown to themselves, for whom
they thua pronounced was proclaimed as
the new member of the counecil ”

Geonae F. PankEn.

NEW Yonx, February 21.

Resignation of a New Yorker.

To THR Eprror or TRE SUN-—-Sir; W. Bryan
Is right with regard to efforts to Improve the
anpearanoe of the grass plots, horders, &c., along
West End avenue.  Riverside Drive Is also suscep
tible of Improvement.

But what's the use of kicking when the pelice
are 100 busy fooling the Mayor and the people
o prevent young rowdles, vandals and speeding
maotor cars from destroying grass, (rees and roads
as 800N as they are pu! In order? E. B,

NEW Yonk. February 21.

My How,

(In some correspondence hetween two Impre-
sartos In London one of them Introduced a new
complimentary ending to a formal letler, "My
bow."-- News noie.)

“Rospectfully” 1 used 1o end my notes, but now

1 close & cuting misslve meraly thus, "My how,*

Atother times it lends, | think, a certain grace

Toterminate aletter with “My frezen face,”

Though, If | pen a very strennous adieu,

I write with emphasls, "I bite my thumb at you!"
La ‘loucHs HANOUCR.

1ia that 1 muat explain myself.

|<‘nnm~iom-a is negligible.

while the total enrolment for Dulchess |

The Democrats will put a heavy duty on |

NOVELETTES OF THIS TIME.

How to Adjust & Pledge: An Unsigned
but Contributed Fditerial,

Many persona with thoroughly honest
intentiona fail to make the distinetion
 between what a man said and what a
 man meant. It is my belief that these
|l(t.u'n',l citizens wish to do me justioce, and
llha merea fact that they think that I am
about to break a solemn promise is of
comparatively no consequence

to forget that I ever made a pledge. The
second is that it must be clearly under-
stood that [ never meant what 1 said. an
every sophist in the Oullook can explain.
The complement Lo this fact, of course,
This is
no easy task for an outsider, even though
the Outlook ways that it “has a better
appreciation of my intelligence than to

ment is made in Paris that King Ap-!"uppose that I had in 1904 or have now
roNso will visit Biarritz in July and |

the slightest idea of defining a third term
lexeept inthe way in which we have defined
That is to may, "under no circum-
stancea” meant under some circumstances.
All thoughtful and far sighted citisens
|now see that [ meant that. To any fair
minded man seeking the intereata of aocial
%jumiw “under no circumstances” might
{appear binding and admit of no leophole
“No" usually means “no,"” but as the Oul-
look pays, 1 did not mean “no”in the sense
of “no,” I meant “no, not until 1012

Of courae the harm | may do to my
My attitude is
neither inconristent nor quibbling on the
one &lde, neither adjusted nor twisted on
the other; it is based on my belief that
self-reapect and public example taken
! together make the sureat hasis for inoul-
| cating my conception of honor.

Supposa I had ham and parsnips for
hreakfast and they gave me ptomaine
poisoning and made me sicken unto
death, and 1 said, “Under nocircumstances
will 1 ever eat ham and parsnips again,
for 1 regard their poaisoning effect and not
their form.” Does that mean [ meant
never to eat them again? Not at all
“Under no circumstances® meant that |
would not eat them again until they came
my way insistently. Any attempt to
make it appear otherwise is & gross mis-
understanding of logic. 1 can of course
make no exhaustive argument in this
space; but the details can easily be worked
out by the other editors

It ia urgently necessary that I explain
and clarify exactly why [ have decided
thia vital question of bresking a pledge
It has been settled by me in an earnest
clesire (o stand by my own. cause and
the cause of other practieal men. A
genuine efort was marde on my part to
discover if the demand that 1 go back on
my promise is universal. ‘The other day.
for instance, a Governor told me six times
that he wanted me to become a candidate,
Another, a cowboy, for whom | have the
highest regard and admiration, told me
right out that he would vote for me
These wore hut samples of the dorone
whao have spoken for ninety million people

Now, of couree, in any case like mine
the personal equation must be sacriflond,
If I refuse to consent, what will become
of cirenlation? * And wo 1 cannot repean
too insistently that *under no eircum-
| stances” means under some circumatances
| ‘nd I maintain that any pledge, howeve:
‘binding, can be properly adjustad hy
competent authorities with 2 sincered: *ire
to keep their word.

THE MISSOURI NAY),

A Hreookiyn Wheeled Usliey Put at the

Disposal of 81, Louls,
To TRE Knnor oF TRAF SUX - 8ir' [ aotire
with pain the editorial parngraph in to-day s

SUN averring that “dafeat seema to be the part
of the Missourinavy.” That the port of St Lonls
rand the great maritime State of Missour], the
while canvas of whose pralrie schooners once
dotied the Western plains, should be permitisd
to lie at the mercy of any fleet Intent upnn the
razing of Champ ¢ lark « State |s a disgrace 1ou
biack loug to remain unscrubbed

There may be help forthcoming, even from
Brooklyn, which has an Indoor craft that can
scarcely be distinguished from a regular anvel
catter.  ‘This boat was declgned for uee in a sham
battle in a Prooklyn ermory some years ago
It runs on wheels. The man in the Low pulls a

Al the desir- | rope and the thing glides over the foor whils
able seats were being held for the licensed |

the men at the nars merely go through the motions
of the naval stroke

With the addition of rubber tires the eraft would
be admirably suited to the Missouri turapikes he
canseitdoe-n’'t have (o be put in the water at all
The boat could be covered with rubber pianis
end imitation paims. and thus look simply ke n
moving bit of scenery and not ke & wWar 1 esse]
atall HoksE Maninre

HROOKLYN, February 21

Aot in Ilasdeker or Murray.

To THE Toiwos OF TR SUN - Sir: Some time
ago | went to an Island in (he Medlterrancan
which wasowned by no Government but its own.
A full deseription of the spot world take up too
much space, but a [ew detalls of the place may
perhaps cause some Interest 1o be taken in this
lnle Uwopla.

Its ruler was a man of an entirely unselfish
temperament. Everything belonged 10 him,
and all was undér the management of a body of
men delegated by a unanimons vote of the people
Hotels, saloons, stores were open all the t'me, the
only proviso belng that It any one mi=conducted
himself he was made 1o leave the island at cnce
The places of amusementl were glven over to
those who had been considered faliures in | urope
and elsewhere. A more medlocre lot of heoks 1
never saw than those in the publle library, and
as for the theatee, | can safely say that the per-
formances were the worst | had ever witnessed,
But It was a sine qua non that the andience showld
applaud, and they did with so much vigor that
many an actor or singer who had falled in the
profession went back, If they were ever foollsh
enough to go back, to thelr several countries
convinced of the lgnorance and unappreciative-
ness of native audiences,

The children were taught the three P, musle,
agriculture and other useful occupations, but
nothing else. There were no newspapers. A
gosslper or slanderer was banlshed forever
‘There were no courts, and If any dissenslon came
up the disputants had 1o feave the Island until
they had settied thelr differences. In fact, ban-
Ishment was the one and only punishment. [t
was a pleasing spot, Indeed, with s sunshine,
fowers and blue sky

Its name and position are not on the map, and
unfortunately, as | was reveling In Its uncon-
ventlonality, | awoke from the most Heautiful
dream I have ever had, OPTIMIST.

New Yonk, February 21.

A Belated Weather Theory.

To THR EDITOR OF THR SUN-Sir: May not
the warmth of the last few days be atiributed o
the fact that T. R is again exuding hot airt Has
he not sliently been coallng up? Are not his
friendly iremen now turning on the drafis® May
we not expect hot weather for a brief perlod after
his Columbus speech, and then an extremely cold
wave' Whatsays the weather prophet?

NEW YORK, February 21 RoONNOOCO,

Holyokians in the Temple.

To THR EpiTom oF THE SUN-Sir: The eliy of
Holyoke knocks at the door for the admisslon of
some of her distinguished citizens: Butcher (he
grocer. and J. Gander, tallor. Both are serving
the people well and have reputations that are
reputations, PArER Civy,

HoLToRR, Mass., Fehruar:

A Defect of the Poetical and the Scientife
Mind.

To TAR Ebrror or THE SUN—Sir: Poets think
oo much ahout color and form. Mathematiclans
think too much about numbhers and welght, A
sclentife mind 1s only a sponge.

JRAN AIMR Lx Comprr,

NEw Yonk, Fehruary 21,

The Modern Candidate.
Knieker ~is Simlth frst In the hearts of his
couniry mon?
Bocker -Nu, he s first In (k¢ hands of his
friends.

The first and wost important thing is

' THE DISORDERS IN MEXICO.
An  Amerioan Opseryer's Disquieting
Views About the situatlon,

TorueEptronor TReSex - Sir: Viewed
from the standpoint of & forsigner, an out-
Fnlclnr, the situation here in Mexico presenis
Lmany curions nspecis  For instance, we
are told that the reason that Zapata and his
bandits are not put down after six months
of looting, hurning and of destroving every-
thing of valne, except arms and ammuni-
tion, that they could lay thair hands on, s
the inability of the Government Torces IO_
find either Zapata or a sufiicient numner o

the bandits whose utter destruction and
complete ront would inspire fear in The
hearta of the rost

The other day a reporter on the only
Enulish pupwer here, a panled by the
former secretary to Zapata, Martinez, and
a chaufMenr, rode inan automobile from (he
clty of Mexico to Cuernavaca, and ina little
ravine near that town, apparently without
any tronble whatever, found Zapuata,
had an interview with him and retorned
to this city, without Martinez, who elscted
to stay with his former chief  On the road
the anto was challenged and stoppad adozen

times by bandits, who are gathered (o the
number of threa or fonr thousand around
Cuernavacn

Of course the reporta of victorise of the
Federal troopa over the bandiis appenr in
the paners at the canital every moming:
sometimes as many a= 00 of the bendits
are killed at one fell swoop, and never more
than four Federal soldiers ara known
to bite the dust  When these reporis (irst
nppearad averyvhody was greatly entonr-
aged and thought the handits would soon
be wiped out, buat after a while people
began to wonder why it was that In spite
of theae “tremendous victories ™ the num-
her of the bandits seemad (o increase, and
that they also aeemed to he holding their
ground at identically the sama places from
which the Federals were supposed to have
driven them with “great slaughter "1t
in to laugh,” i mo serious a thing can have &
funny side

When refugees from the Statea of Morelos
and Guerrero finally reached t(he city of
Mexico they told a diferent story, one which
somehow fals most jamentably to Iu-gr
ont the “ofMecinl reports” puhblished in the

papers. The papers are not to
they have to take whatever the War De-
partment is pleased to hand out (o them,
I'he refugees said that the bandits in place
of being “poorly armed,” as the “réeporis
.m-..m.ﬁl‘- declared they were, were well
armed, ns well as, it not hetter than, the
Federal troops, and well clothed, nl-a-nnil(:‘l-r
to Mesican standards, and certainly well ted,
for the bandite had looted every haciend
for miles arouned I he relugees also Averred
that the souree of the constant increase
of these hand« was the Federal army itself,
nutatement which is, of course, most vig-
orously and emphatically denied, Deser-
tions, it s said, are ot daily occurrence,
and if there are any losses at all in the col-
lirlons between the sapatistas and the
Government troops it is the lattér that
wiiffer. hut hoth sides are fearfully poor
shote accorling to our standards, ‘The
refugees say that the Federal troops are
poorly paid and much worse off as regards
tood and clothing than the bandits, so {hat
it doesn’t take the Maderists long to make
up their minds to accept the urgent invita-
tion of the Zapatistas to join tham

The most convineing proof ol tae weak-
ness ol the Government's position is Ma-

hlame . |

—__—-_-“__-
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(CANAL READY IN 1013,
 PREDICTS GOETHALS

{ Chief Engineer of the Big Ditch
| Says Work Will Be Fin-
ished June 1.

CAN SAIL THROUGH Jvrpy

Water Will Be Turned Into Gatun lLake
Soon After Aprll 1 of This
Year. He Saye.

Americans who have heen dircovering
the Panama Canal for the first time thie
winter have beon making enthusinain
predictions upon their return as to the
early completion of the great waterway
many of them far in advance of 110 data
wsot for oMeinl opening.  Col. George W,
(Gloathals, the chairman of the lsthmian
Canal Commission and the chief enginaey
of the big ditch, beat them all in theje
propheaies yesterday upon his arrivg)
from. Washington., where he has beep
undeargoing questioning and cross. e
tioning at the hands of varions Congras.
sional committees, Col. Gonthals sajd
he expected the construction work of 1je
canal to be finished and in working order
by July 1, 1913,

Col. Goathals went atill a litile furiher,
He maid he was aiming to gat all the work
done by June 1, 101, which as anyhody
who will take the trouble (o calenlate
may reckon i just a little over fifieen
montha from now. That may be one
reason why Americans are crowding
every steamer bound for the Tathmus
just now and why the steamship com.
| panies have been putting on a0 many
extra stoamers to accommodnic them
|'They have learnad to fear that if they
{don’t hurry up and make their visit thers
Iwon 't be anything to see but water. There
‘wae a4 time when Col. Goethals was urg-
ing Amerienns Lo go down there and ses
the canal before it was built, hut yesie
day he declined to discuss the subjec
Another man who was recently down
there said yesterday that tourists of late
had been swarming upon the [sthmus
in such numbers that a lot of valualje
time haa heen taken up. The hope i
said to have been expressed that the
tourists who want to see the ditch befars
the water s turned on will all have madn
their visits by April 1. For soon after
that the water is going to be turned on
again into Gatun Lake, which will grow
and grow, and then many of the evidences

dero’s latest manitesto (o thess bhandits,
it 1 remember rightly the last of three,
agaln ofering to pardon all who would

any punishment
woukld be reduced thres-fourths by
dential order
cama in It was a great humiliation (o the
Government, and tne President’s greatest
ad
cope with the sitnation He 18 now try I|1i[
to retrieve himeaslt by sending every avail-
able man to flght the bundits and isleayvimg |
the Siate of Cmihmbhins 1o the mercy of Li.e
mutinsers trom Juarez, and any odd bands l
tant may be roving around It must be
porna i omind that these bandits under
Zapata and his lieatenants are not simply
renels insurging against the Government,
oy they are n small army, divided into
aeveral banda of thieves and cutthroats of
the worst description, who have looted,
olllaged, burned and  destroyed every
aarcienda that was not defended by a band

o the rurales, Mexico'sn best soldiers, tne
only ones wuo are mounted vell and pald
I hess miscreants either kill outright the

owner of a hacwnda or hold him for ransom
Ahout the treaciment of the women found
at the haciendas the less sald the better
in the opinfon of the few haciendados who
have escaped with their lives Madero's offer
a1l pardon to thess criminale was an insult
o every decent man and woman in Mexico
ind put a premivm on lawlessness

Meanw hile the entire State of Chihuahua
s oatterly unprotected  Large and samall
nands 6 so-called “rébels " but in reality
robbers, are playing tne same game that

surrender their arms and promiszing that |
inflicted on their chiefs |
I‘l‘o'-i'l
vet not a bandit or any lsadsr |

mirers have lost taith in his ability to|

of the gigantic work that has heen done
on the Isthmus will become obliterated

“The official opening of th: canal ia
gtill set for January 1, 1915." sa‘d Col,
Goethals yesierday at the Astor. “Hut
we are hoping to put boats through during
the latter part of 1913, Oh, yes, com-
mercial vessels. First we shall make

!ﬂ'm trial with whatever of our ships that

happen to be there at the time we are
ready; then if everything goes all right
we shall be only too glad 1o have other
ships to go through so that we can train
our force for the operation of the canal.

“It is most imperative that our ma-
chinery shall all have received a thorcugh
tuning up before the official opening takes
place and that the men who areto do the
operating shall be trained, 8o that when
the regular time comes they shall be able
to the fleeta of the world through
without a hitch.

*1 do not anticipate any delay about
the delivery of the big mwhiner{ for the
locks. As a matter of fact a lot of it
has been installed already and the in-
siallation is ing stendﬂr. I ex-

to have it all in place by July 1. 19013
n fact 1 have strong hopes that cvory-
thing will be in place hy June 1 of neg:

they did bafore Diarz took the country in
tnand: holding up trains, burning bridges
and looting and bhurning haciendas  There
18 no way of geiting troons up 1o that part
of the State, unless they vo through | nited
sStates territory, except by a long overland
march, a; the National is able to run trains
only as jar as Colhuabua, the capital of the
siate, oving to hurned bridges

IThe situauion @ certainly  serious, and If
the bands in the north ever make conne: -

mate obiect, thers will he asiate of anarchy
with which the Madero Government will
he manifestly upable to cope.  ‘I'o an out-
suler it seams a curious thing that with a
countty an gich siraits as Mexico certainly
ia, with an wasuMeient army and one npon
whose lovalty no great dependente can be
duced, deanite pniilished statamenta to the
contravy, the young Mexicaps of wealth
ur position never volunteer their services
to ald in suppreassing these dizorders. We
foreigners wonder why there i« <o much ta'k
about “patriotism” and the “blood of mar-
tyrs” down here and so little of the real
thing. So fur as is known peither for the
present troubles nor for the Madero revoly-
Hion were there nny volunteers exoept from
the “pelado,” or lowest (lass, which had
never helfore known w hat it vinsto he offered
u dollar, NMexican, a day.  There is n great
dealof talk in the Mexican newspapers ahout
the number of Mexicans who would gladly
“die for their country,” but they must have
already done so, a< nohody seems to he vol-
unteering for that service at present.
However, as the Mexicans say, “vamos A
ver® Cwe <hall see™ what time and the per-
petugl Tear that L nele Sam's troops will
ross thelinew(ll have npon that .qmu!rlrrlnl
Atre of pacriotisin that burns in the brenst of
every Mexionn AMERICAN,
Crry or Mexieo, Fahruary 12

A Tar Heel Editor Puts Himself Right.
From the \Wesiern Nworth (*arolina Times

Last week's Times remarked that skim milk
Is good for plgs and “eh'ldrens.” Ttis.  Also for
ples and “chlckens” ‘That's what the artlcle
tried to say. but the type got misplaced. The
error was discovered befora the entire editlon was
printed. Much as the Times loves Henderson
county home grown plgs, 1t classes them not with
Henderson county home grown chidren- al-
though both are the finest 'n the world!

The Modernity of the Ancients.
Adam confessed
“There Is probably a dictagraph up the tree,”
he remarked.

The Anclent Mariner mourned

“Water, water everywhere, but not an Individual
drinking cup'” he eried.

Therefore he went thirsty.

Jack the Glant Riller Iamented

“Instead of an invisible coat, 1'd rather have
Invisible flanneis,” he cried.

Herew!'a he dutlfully donned what his wife
commande.l.

Noah took the donkey and elephant aboard,
“Lookout and compass,” he explained, “They
wlill point with pride and view with alarm.”

Absalom was hanging by his halr.
“I wish It was a cherry tree and litle George
Washingion would come along,” he muttered.

A Welcome Vistior,
From the Wesiern North Carolina Times.

L. Laughter of Ottanola was In own Tuesday
and called at this oMce,

-_—

SHT——
An Advertising Scheme,

We've learned the way to advertiss
U ntil suceess abides,

"Tis not enongh to huve your nams
Upon the wagon sides,

For when they roll along the streets
In this skyscraping town

The name is painted on the top
For people looking down,

May thir not also be a hint
For the philanthropist?

IT'he papers may not tell us all,
There may be many missed

And therefors would it not ba weil
The trampeting (o crown

To paint our names upon our heads
For angels looking down?

MULANDBURGH WiLSON,

tHon with those in the south, as is the nlti- |

year, though owing to certain features
of the contracts the installatioh may take
until the first of the following month.”

“How nearly completed would vou
eatimate the canal to be?" Cal. Goethals
was asked.

“Now that is a case where figures do
not convey adequate ideas. But the Gatun
locks are 89 per cent. finished, the Jocks
at Pedro Miguel are more than 9 per
cent. comploted and from 75 to %0 per
cent. of the Culebra cut is done.

“As far as the operation of the canal
proper is concerned, exclugive of civil
and eanitary administration, about 2.5
men will be required. The number re
quired for the work of sanitary regula-
tion. for policing and so on will depend
upon the policy to be adopted with respec
to the settling up of the zone. ‘I'he cost
of civil administration, of police, of fire
protection and of r will also depend
upon the number and nature of the in-
habitants of the zone.”

“Do you think that towns will grow
up along the canal?”

“] muppose there may he some [owns
built up, but runnllry I am opnosed
to any population there at all. It is the
most Gad forsaken section of the isthmus
There is nothing whatever in an agri-
cultural way that is promising and | am
cpposed  to any  especial  setilaments
anywhere.

Why? Well, in the first place our
main object in being down thera at all
is to construct, operate and protect A
canal. In going there we had no ulterior
motive, Agrlollllurnlt{ the country I8
imposetble, The soil has to he specially
treated in order for one to be able toraise
anything from it, and besides you cannot
grow anything there that Americans
want. There 18 no inducement for an
American to go there to settle down and
grow up with the country.”

COLUMBIA TRUSTEESHITP

Wil Be Filled at End of April -Some

Probable Candidates.

By the terms of a resolution of the
Columbia University trustess which was
made public yesterday the successor of
the late George Gosman DeWitt, who wae
a member of the board for many years,
will be one of the six alumni trustees
that are eventually to have places on the
governing board of the university. lh"'
new trustee will be elected at a generd
convention of the alumni associatinn®
which will be held at Columbia in the last
week in April,

Among those who will probably he can-
didates for the truumht't are James
Duane Livingston, '80; William Meikle-
ham, '8, who has heen referee of (hﬂ
Yale-Harvard boat races for wseveral

ears; Thomas Ewing, Jr., '8 Gustavus
. Kirby, '05, who in addition to carry-
ing on his law practice is president of the
A. A, U, William O, Wiley, '82, and Charl®
Buxton Going, '82.

DIX COMING 'fﬂ DINNERS.

-——

Governor Will Attend the Cincinnath

Police and Other Functions.

ALBANY, Feb, 21. - Gov. Dix will eav®
here to-morrow afternoon for New Yotk
city, where he will be until S8unday

He has aocepted invitations to atiend
dinners to be given to-morrow night
by the Cincinnati Society of New York
and the Police Lieutenants Association
at the Waldorf-Astoria, Sons of the Revo
lution at Delmonioo's and & dinner [0
Sheriff 5uliun Harburger at the Broadway

Central Hotel,

On Friday night he ex
the dinner of the Manufacturers
of Brooklyn at tha Union 124
n Corner ainnsr al
aturday night.

ote 1o attend
\Ra0r
oG

clat e

Club aned tha A
Waldorf-Astoria
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