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SAHARA'S

lacaues  Lebaudy
York in Many of
Which Once
Notorious

Jacauen Labaudy, trst Emperor of the
Rihara, iiler of the Paris boulevards
and ne lover of the spectacular,
pas found New York a place where he can
dodge the spotlight and yet indulge in
poary of the eccentricitiea which made
biw notorious in France and elsewhere
en tha tontinent, As an asylum for
rajected ard dejected monarchs he prefers
; England, despite the popularity
it country has hed among other
w roval personages
Strange a8 it may seem, in A city where

.

publicity ia the ot of doers of the uncon-
eantional the Emperor of the Sahara
{r the alx vears that he has spent in exile
peare haa had many adventures which

have escaped notice. Only at rare inter-
vals has the figure of this fantastic
Frenchman who not so many years ago
excited the risibilities of Europe by his
Raharan expedition been discerned in
the life of the metropolis.

\s wus his wiah when he came here
an exile from France, but with money
te burn, he has effaced himself, has joined
tLe submerged tenth as it were, Just now
be ta llving in a villa within a hundred
miles of this city, enjoying himself and
awaiting the outcoms of the suit which
he haa brought aeninet the Superintendent
of Banks and the Carnegie Trust Company
for an accounting of something like $2,-
000,000, that being the value of property
{n France which he alleges the trust com-
peny was 10 dispose of for him, This
suit was flled in the Supreme Court a
waak ago It served to remind folks that
the Emperor waa still here,

Ouriously enotugh, with the reappsarance
of Lebaudy in this fashion there was an-
ethar reminder of his Saharan expedition
last week in the death of Col. George Ed-
ward Gouraud, his associate in that en-
terprise and the Lieutenant-General of
his Saharan forces. An adventurer like
himsalf, Col. Gouraund after the expedi-
tion falled elactad to remain in England
and dodged the limelight there as sucosss-
fully as his erstwhile sovereign has done
in this country.

The suit brought by Jacquea Premier,
aa he usad to sign himself on hotal regls-
ters, s really an echo of his Saharan
expedition. It was in 1908 that Lebaudy,
foroed to abandon his scheme of empire
In the desert owing to the refusal of the
Powers to recognize his claims, deter-
mined to seek an asylum in the United
Biates. Because of the treatment of some
of his men Franoe had become uncom-
fortable for him. In September, 1008, he
{ssued a proclamation signed by his im-
perial hand which was sent to leading
bankers abroad and which was the fore-
runner of his present suit. It revealed
well the character of the deposed Em-
peror

EMPIRE OF SANARA.

Bale of all real estate situated In France
belonging to his Majesty Jacques Premier

We nave the honor to inform the general
public that all the real estate located in
France belonging to the above party, con-

elating of magnificent forests, beautiful
domains, splendid houses in Paris, are
i for sale and will be sold within a

efern

time, either privately or by publie
on

ta owner s compelled to sell the
shove mentioned estates owing to the fact

8o
L3

tuat snce 1903 his property in France
f« virtually conflscated by the dishonest
and uniust action of the French Govern-

ment, assisted by rascal judges having
¢t all sense of justice
The enormous income of the ahova estate
pr illy selzed by a sort of official re-
ver always ready todoall thadirty work
urts of France, who has obtained
{ attormey by making lalse prom-
nas rewarded his mandant by re-
¢ even Lo communicate with him
conduect of our own lawyers in
* 15 8o scandalous that it would be
malify it in polite language
nesd not say that in view of our ex-

JACQUES LEBAUDY.,
From a spapshot.

teriencm with the French rascality we do
1 t Il our property to Frenchmen
1o sell either to Englishmen or
fiermans, &c., but under the

#a we will only sell by con-

+ in England or in the United
vmerica, and all the consequences
contracts will be subject to the
tion of either the English or Amer-

0y
\

v sell for cash, and we will
ntract of sfle when the pur-
Vil bave been brought to us

tha &illy formalities of transfer
1 on the books of records of the
crament wa desire not to hother
mirselves, and it shall be the
¢ the purchaser to attend to them
hooses to waste his time on the matter,

foot. The boy, with his eyes bulging,
s . SAW a complete wardrobe of the finest
Indulging in New
denly the Emperor, picking up his cane,
and with a grimace, turned to the sales-
Made I_llm | *Hurry up, 1 can't wait any longer, *
. and hurried from the store, leaving the
ln EUI‘Ope by the astonished and indignant salesman.
Messengar boys have been summoned
or buildings located in any country with- 'dﬂ‘ul(‘(l to make an excursion abroad.
out having to abtain the permission of the | On one occasion saveral years ago he had
the case mav he
] | down Broadway while he marched ten
A% 1o o
® 1o our righta of ownership, they can- paces in the rear. If the messengers did
banking trausactions or from rights of in- s -
heritance, whose duty is to deliver coples | t4in evolutions as he directed he dis-
Each house, forest, farm, &o., will be sold | their places.
separately, in order to avold If possible un- | At another time he dressed himself up
as
All
e m;’:r::':: be sent to one of the follow- [people in one of the hotels. When the
York city: London Joint Stock Bank, Lon- | of Columbus thres years ago, Lebaudy,
don: Caisse Générale de Reports ot de Wearing the uniform of an Italian General,
nesburg: Banco de Chile, Valparaiso. | separate place which had been assigned
It was after this proclamation that the 'to him as a person of high rank. Sending
of this property to the trust ocompan y | bills without giving them remuneration
which he is now suing. It Is almost | for their troubla has been another sport
disputed by the receiver and the Banking| ¥From his refuge in this country it s
Department. said that he has at times assailed even
Furope with his escapades and playing | grams that rufed their dignity. On one
the role of an opéra bouffe monarch, | oocasion, it is said, a Cabinet Minister was
hn‘n long heen a mystery. Not even his | cable message. Opening it, he read:
friends of former days have known in|*Scoundrel.” '
That he is living the life of a ocountry One of the first things he did upon|
gentleman in one of New York's suburbs | arriving hers was to rent a post o!ﬂmi
While the former idler of the Parls |world reports from his various emis- |
houlevards is now seeking a fortune In |saries and representatives. His mall,

description laid out and tried on. Bud-
the Eccentricities ,
| man and said:
hoy to be divested of his new wardrobe

We have the right to sall tracts of land | to form the imperial escort when Lebaudy
local wovereign, monarchy or republic, as | messenger boys lead a stallion up and
hot be disputed, resulting as they do from not obey his commands and execute ocer-
of all their records | missed them and sent for others to take
necessary complications. an ltalian General and astonished

Jacques Premier, Bank of Montreal, New | Sreat Italian parade took place in hotor
Dépots, Bruxelles; Bank of Africa, Johan- | joined the procession and marched in a
emperor says he turned over the disposal | folks scurrying forth to change $1,000
needless to say that his claim has been | of the Emperor's.

Just why Lebaudy, after entertaining ‘l Cabinet Ministeras of France with cable-
should have elected to retire into seclusion | waked out of his slumbers to receive a
recent years the residence of the emperor. | Emperor.
will be news to many. | box, where he reoeived from all over the
the courts of this country, that does notllomrdln' to the post office people, was

- THE SUN,

It came from the exlled!'
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FORMER EMPER

Station to distribute in the subway mi-

meograph sheets reading thus:

TO ALL ATRAP NANGERS AND GENEBALLY
MEMBERS OF A AUFFERING PUBLIC.

We have the honor to acqualint the publle with
some Interesting facia In connection with the
traction trusts (subway and elevated) In New
York clty.

The above trust has no right whatever to en-
force the crazy regulation by which each trav-
eller Is compelled 1o buy & plece of paper at a
crowded window Instead of simply dropping hls
nlckel In & box where tickets are dropped.

Any one travelling on the above rallroads as
soon as he has pald his nickel 1s entitied not only
to free access to all tralns but also to courteous
treatment from all employees.

TO ALL

Rhodes of northern Africa was what
he planned tomake himself at this time,
and rumors of what he was about sur-
prised many of his associates.

In all seriousness he planned far reach-
Ing irrigation projecta for the reclama-
tion of the desert, the establishment of
enormous shipping and dooking facilities
and the creation of a large busineas enter-
prise. He appointed his own directors
of the company and as a result got into
trouble with the minority stockholders.
His love for litigation quickly got him
enmeshed in the courts of Franoe, where

T
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THE FRASQUITA, FLAGSHIP OF THE EMPEROR OF SAHARA.

s

| sisting of a little island called Teo-Man

he always pleaded his own cases with un-
fortunate results.

It was when the French Government
took the side of the minority stookholders
that Lebaudy determined to found an
empire himself free from the domination
of courts and lawyers, where he himself
should rule. He also planned to emulate
another Parislan clubman who some
time before had established himself as
King of the SBedangs, his kingdom ocon-
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OR IN EXILE HERE

Years of Residen

the emperor's expedition. Drawn up on
the deck of the flagship was the landing
force of ten men, whom Lebaudy, acoord-
ing to the accounts, airily reviewed and
then gave his imperial commands. They
were ordered to take Troja, he said,
without delay. None of the expeditionary
foroe, recruited in the French seaports,
had ever heard of Troja. They asked the
emperor where it was. He pointed to the
horizon and ocurtly bade them execute
his commands. Troja was to be the
capital, the Paris of the desert, but it was
for them to find it. As a matter of fact
it existed only in the brain of Lebaudy.
The expeditionary force did actually
land and set off into the desert. While
walting for their return Lebaudy and his
retinue set up a court on shore in a circus
tent large enough to house not only his
imperial majesty but all his vassals as'
well. There the emperor and emprees |
remained while awalting news from the
expedition.

Before they had travelled far five of
Lebaudy's force gave up in disgust and
returning to the imperial camp demanded
to be taken back to Europe. The others
kept on hoping to discover the capital in
the desert, which, it appeared, they |
actually believed was somewhere behind
the sandhills.

While they were hunting for it they
were surrounded by Arabs. Four were
ocaptured. The fifth brought back word
of what had happened. Instantly great
confusion reigned among the emperor's
suite, the circus tent was pulled down,
the transports quickly weighed anchor
and the emperor sailed off, leaving his four
French sailors to their fate.

Europe remained in complete ignorance
of Lebaudy's expedition until one day
an amazed French official got a letter
upon which appeared this superscription:
“With his Majesty, the Emperor of Sahara,
near Troja, via Las Palmas, Grand
Canaries, Postal service between Las
Palmas and Troja by the SBaharan Imperial

in the Indo-China seas. This clubman's

conquest of the island and his subsaquent I
royal state among its savage inhabitants
long excited the admiration of the fre-
quenter of the cafés like Lebaudy.

In arranging for his conquest of the
Sahara Lebaudy took few into‘his confi-
dence, and the first news that his expedi-
tion had landed startled Europe. But it
wasn't many days before surprise gave
way to laughter.

Leebaudy's yacht the Frasquita was

Line."”

Opening the letter he found that it
came from an artillery officer in the
Emperor's suite who wanted to notify
the French Government that four sailors
of his Imperial Majesty the Emperor of
Bahara had been taken prisoners by a
band of Arabs and held for $4,000 ransom.

“His Imperial Majesty,” went on this
communication, *is preparing an expedi-
tion to avenge them. While waiting he
wishes you to send help to their families.”

Meanwhile the Fasquita had turned
up at Las Palmas, flying the Portuguese

the nucleus of the expedition. It had long
been his custom when wearying with life | flag and Lebaudy's own BSahara flag.

Diversions Which Have Marked His Six

ce in This City—

His Opera Bouffe Attempt to
Set Up a Desert Empire.

in view, namely the enlistment of a reas
army, the ocolonizqfion of his empire by
American negroes and a throne for him-,
self to be made by a Parisian upholsteret.

In the proclamation he issued upoe
landing he announced that Bahara was
already an empire and Jacques Lebaudy
its ruler, “Sahara,” said this manifesto,
issued in August, 1903, “cannot enter the
struggle with France, England and Spain.
It was to be expected that nothing but
raillery would be encountered in founding *
& new nation, but in Sahara we shall have |
a clear sky. y

“Of all the world Sahara is the last
region to be exploited. It cannot attract”
adventurers of colonists because it Is '
destitute o vegetation. [ have been
obliged in founding my empire to choose *
the only spot on the globe that does not
belong to any one. Otherwise I would "
choose to reign in a region more favored’
by nature. Troya, where now caravans
pass daily, in time will bea city like Tyre'*
and like Carthage. Sahara only needs
at its head one man and that man [ have
found to be myself.” '

The French Government got after Le-
baudy on the ground that he wasa pirataor -
something worse, the Swise Government
pursued him for trying to enlist ita oiti- *
zens and the self-effaced resident of New:
York of to-day, with all Europe hanging
to his coattails, fled to that asylum for -
deposed monarchs, England, where he "

began organizing

on the boulevards to take some of his | Lebaudy had not taken out any sailing
companions and go off on a long cruise | papers when his expedition embarked
with & well stocked larder. In May, 1903, | and hence was technically a pirate with-
he quietly stocked his yacht not only with | out right to fly any flag. The authorities
provisions but also with arms. Rifles, | at Las Palmas, discovering this, promptly
cartridges and machine guns were stowed | seized Lebaudy's yacht and imprisoned

OFFICERS OF THE PORT OF JUBY, THE NORTHERN LIMIT OF

LEBAUDY'S EMPIRE.

!away on her. Two smaller boats were | her captain. In vain did the Emperor
| ecured to form the beginning of the Sa- rage at their refusal to recognize the Sa-
| haran navy. Agents of Lebaudy circu- baran flag. To the authorities he said:
lated in French seaports and enlisted a| “I come from my own country; I bave
few men, but all told the expedition, it no information to give you: I recognize
| turned out afterward, did not number |no flag but that,” pointing at his violet
over fifty, | burgee of the Bahara.

Before making a landing the Loat put |
into Las Palmas in the Canaries and a few [

The French Government finally sent
a warship to resctie the four sailors and

mean that he is penniless. He has a
large fortune yet. An investigation of
the career of the ex-monarch of the desert
in this country revealed that at the time
Mr. Harriman was reported to be about
to rehabilitato the Erie Lebaudy was
shrewd enough to purchase a large block
of Erie shares at from $12 to $15 a share,
which he afterward disposed of at from
$30 to $35 a share. Friends who have
gince heard of this are convinced that
instead of its being evidence of unusual
business sagacity it was only another evi-
dence of his eccentricities.

The emperor, they say, had never

]

bothered before with such a sordid subject
as the stock market, and in a moment of
ennui had undoubtedly done a little blind
speculating. No Stock Exchange houses
in New York will admit having been the
bankers for his majesty in this large
operation. Never has he been seen In
Wall Street. What subterranean channels
he used is one of the mysteries of his
curious existence here.

A brilliant and unique individual is
this Frenchman, and he comes of an
eccentric family. It is just about twenty
years ago since he and his brother Max,
who was equally eccentrio, inherited
$15,000,000 each from their father, the
French sugar king. The Parisian wits
dubbed him at once “The Little Sugar
Bowl."

His brother Max and he were figures
in the cafés of Paris as they spent their
fortune. Max came near fighting a duel
with the Prime Minister of France, and
then got mixed up with a gang of black-
mailers, and subsequently became the
leading flgure in a trial which was a cause
célébre. It was alleged that he had
been persistently bled by these black-
mailers, When Max died his fortune
went to the widow and to Jacques. The
great French airship makers, Paul and
Pierre Lebaudy, are cousins of Jacques
Lebaudy.

One of the first things Jacques Premier
did upon seeking these shores in 1008
was to acquire the hotel habit. He
would walk into a hotel wearing the
seediest of clothes, but distinguished
often by an ornamental band over his

INHABITANTS OF THE SA

—

HARAN EMPIRE ON BOARD THE

FRENCH CRUISER GALILEE, WHICH RESCUED LEBAUDY'S MEN.

shoulder, indicative of his implied rank.
With a flourish he would inseribe his name | enormous. Several lackeys were re-
as Jacques Premier or eome other title | quired to carry it to the Emperor. Last
and secure a room. He would do this | spring he was forced to discontinue it
often at as many as six hotels the same | because the United States courts, to which
day, spending a short time at each, n.ml! he applied in high dudgeon, failed to up-
all the while keeping the bell boys running | hold him in his contention as to the proper
and without offering any gratuities, It | method for the post office to keep its ac-
it one of his rules never to give tips. | counts and exact rents for the boxes.

New Yorkers, be men and not sheep! !!eruucl
to buy foollsh blts of paper.

Just drop your nickel In the box and If any of
the minlons of the tractlon trust dares set his
hand on you treat him in good American fashlon

Let the jelly fish humbly bend the knee 10 the
dollar trust and submit to Its arbitrary ulkiases.

Lebaudy's Baharan enterprise, which
convulsed the Cabinets of Europe in

For a year or more the Savoy waa his
chief residence, One of his diversions
there was to line up the bellboys before

a table on which he would stack twenty | ously, particularly when he affected the |
dollar gold pieces in piles, the number of imperial sash, one might think that Le- |

which corresponded to the number of the
bellboys. After the latter had
commended to gaze on the money with

the idea that it was coming to them, they | hus not been the casa,

would be abruptly ordered to disperse
while Lebaudy raked in his gold.

OUn one occasion the Emperor called a
messengar boy Lo his room and then es-

corted him into a ciothing store catering temporarily sojourning in one of
There he ordered the ' hotels uptown he employed a number of
salesman to fit the boy out from head to messenger boys at the Grand Central

to men of means.

been | u personage here as it was his fate to be

|

Since that time he has been compelled [ 1903, has always been regarded as a comic
to use other means for handling his mail, | opera aflair arranged by this eccentric

A little man, dressed not inconspicu- ¥ renchman for his own amusement and
# ] F [ because of his love at that time for the

spectacular, nevertheless it was really
o serions Lusiness venture, the real his-
| tory of which bhas never been told,

Before embarking on this Sahuran en-
terprise Lebaudy bad bheen a heavy
plunger in sugar. Following this he he-
gan o interest himself in Afriea and to

e aequire holdings there which later formed

Al all times he has been w chumplon ! the basis of his empire. In 1%7 he ac-
of the downtrodden. Lust winter while “tum'wl u controlling interest in the Frunco-
the | Algerian Company, which held big land
concessions and had a ruilroad running
to the border of the desert. A Cecil'

baudy would have hecome a8 well known

But this
An aversion to
interviewers has always been one of his
prima characteristica,

in the duys of his life inParis.

y of the nitions to eny great extent,

—t

& new expedition and’
scattering his wealth. :

One of those who met with the emperor-
Just about this time was Col. Gouraud.
The Colonel was also a promoter and a '
dreamer. He fell in with Lebaudy's
scheme at once. In a hotel in London
together they set up an imperial estab-’
lishment, endeavoring to prove that it
was not a joke but a serious project. ‘

From this hotel diplomatic notes were
sent to the various crowned heads of
Europe signed by the emperor notifying"
the Powers of the establishment of his
empire and asking for ita recognition.
Lebaudy's mother personally begged
the Pope to use his influence to secure
worldwide recognition of the new ruler.*

Meanwhile, as Lieutenant-General of the
Saharan forces, Col. Gouraud was active.
He requested President Roosevelt to aid
in the creation of the Saharan army by
sending over some of the officers of the
Rough Riders for commands. '

In a proclamation issued in the summer
of 1804 by Col. Gouraud for the emperor
it was announced that offers of enlist-
ment would be received for the em-
peror's personal bodyguard, to consist
of two battalions, one of which would
be made up of Arabs and natives of the
Sahara. It was also declared that there
would be established a Saharan con-
stabulary made up entirely of American
negroes. ;

In various other imperial edicts Lebaudy
described his scheme of colonization,
American negroes were to form a large
part of the colonista. A crown of gold and
a sceptre were ordered and London tallors:
actually received commissions to {abri=
cate the royal robes.

While all this was going on throngs
waited around the anterooms of the im=-
perial suite in the Savoy Hotel, London,
and there were many recruits. But his
fellow kings and emperors refused to take
him seriously. Troubles piled up for him
inthe courts of France. Suits for damages
were brought by the sailors whom he had
left ashore. His properties were levied
upon and a cry went up for France to
prosecute him as a pirate.

Little by little his following melted
away. With his yachts seized by the Span=
ish authorities and his estiates by France,
there was not much hope of success for
| his second expedition. He fled to Brussels
and there in June, 1404, annaunced that
he would renounce the crown of the Sahara
and thereafter lead the life of an exiled
monarch. seeking only for peace and se=
clusion. But even after this announcement

more men were picked up, while the Fas- l
quita with the self-proclaimed Emperor
on borrd weited in the offing. When gl
wis recdy the Emperor reised the new
impericl standard showing three golden
bees upon a field of violet end railed
towirds the Moroceen cosst.  That part
of thas Derk Continent which Lebpudy
had merked out for his future empire had
not up to thet time excited the cupidity
It wes!
just ¢ hout ps tough a portion of the eerth's
crust s one could select, o land absolutely
destitute of vegetation. From the shore

'be ok into the interior stretohed the desert .

Whenover vessels had heen wrecked there
those of their crews unfortumete enough to |
land had Leeneither murdered or carried |
off into the sendy wastes as slaves, Cepe |
Jubiy meskoed the northern frontier of this
Lebeady empire and Cape Bojador ihe !
south, While nominge'ly part of Morovco
to oll intents #nd purposes this streteh of |
sand belonged to none,

O this coast there appeared one day

received for this the thanks of Jaoques's
Premier.

Europe got excited over the firet tidings
from the Moroccan shore because Jacques
the First had happened to select an un-
propitious time for projecting himself
into Africa. The nations were engaged
in one of their squabbles over the parti-
tion of land in that part of the world,
Franoe had just sent an expedition to the
Sudan and the Morooccans themselves
were on the verge of war, Early reports
harl it that the Lebaudy expedition had
numbered over 400 men and had uiu«i!
three important points on the coast.
Consequently the diplomatio world got
busy and sinister designs were discerned
by some in lLebaudy's Saharan enter-
nrise,

| he has since remained,

I Europe continued to pester him and made
lifeunendurable for him. It was then that
I he sought asylum in this country, where

CHAMPION HARD LUCK STORY.

Quarter of a Millilon Taken Out of »
Clatm Abandoned as Worthless,

Tacoma, Feb. 19.-—-Mwray Potts of
Vancouver, B. C., an old Klondiker, says
that the champion hard luck story hap-
pened to & friend of his who staked claima
on Bulphur Creek during the Klondike
rush, The son of a powder manufacturer
of Hamilton, Ont., he started north with
$10,000. At Bkagway he fell in with the
Soapy Smith gang, was relieved of most
of his money and proceeded to Dawson.
He crosscut every twelve feet and sunk
holes to bedrock for & mile on Sulphur
Creek. This took a year, and he never
got u color. He was taken down witn
sourvy, and epent three months in a hos-
pital. Then he returned to Hamilton,
thoroughly disgusted. Later a Beandi-

navian secured one of his claims on Bul-
phur Creek. Mr, Potts's friend had failed
to go to bedrock in one place, mica sist

‘Ihe Emperor in the meantime landed
in thin disguise at Hamburg as the Baron |
Emery and was pursued by reporters, |
Only one interview he gave, but in that he '
disc
yet

being mistaken for the real article. The
Scandinavian went threugh the mica to
actual bedrock, took out $250,000 the first
year and a similar amount for se

seasons after that, The claim was lower

losed that his dream of empirehad not |89 on Bulphur, one of the richest in the
vanished and that he had larger plans | K




