
IS IT REALLY EUROPE'S OLDEST

'On October 23. 4004 B. 0., at 0 o'clook
In the morning, roan waa created by the
Trinity."

This statement waa the serious con-
clusion reachod by no less a personage
than Dr. Lightfoot, of
Cambridge University in England some-
thing liko three hundred years ago. lie
wai tremendously pleased with himself
to have settled so important a question.
Perhaps It Is Just an v. ell that he did not
live, o discover that ho hod missed the
mark by a small matter of probably sev-
eral hundred thousand years, possibly
many more.

U Dr. Lightfoot could have seen Thb
Pes of February 18, 1012, ha would have
read with interest the story of a skeleton
recently found in England. According
to tlds account the skeleton was dis-
covered last October near Ipswich in
Suffolk. The recorder of the event
classes the bones as 'not only the earliest
remains of man yet found In England
but with the exoeptlon of the Heidelberg
Jaw the earliest found in Europe.
s) Maybe this is true, maybe not. Amerl
ran authorities on anthropology are
waiting for a more detailed sclentlflo
account than has yet appeared. But ono
of them did not hesitate to say the other
day that if. the skeleton presents the
charabteristlos of modern man which
have been asoribed to It "the safe bet
would be that It was not deposited 100,000
years ago on the spot where It has Just
lieen found.

This does not mean that there has been
any dishonesty connected with the dls
covery. It means that perhaps some one
has taken a too sanguine view of the
ecological evidences of antiquity. Until
absolutely convincing testimony to the
contrary is forthcoming the anthro-
pologists referred to will believe that
iio such modern type of man as is indi
rated by these Ipswich bones walked
the earth so long ago.

Until then the famous Heidelberg Jaw
will continute to occupy its present proud
position as dean of human bones, for
scientists are practically unanimous in
placing its age at something like 100.000
rears. Naturally in these estimates of
prehistorlo periods some thousands of
years more or less are not insisted upon.
S'o one aspires to succeed Dr. Lightfoot
m fixing the precise date of the creation,
int there is- - practical certainty that the

MXtecn teeth still ornamenting the Heidel-
berg Jaw were doing service so very,
very long ago that 100,000 years cannot
(i far wide of the mark.

Tho "Who's Who among human re-
mains is an immensely interesting record,
not merely to the scientist but to every --

day folks. With one possible exception
tho Heidelberg Jaw as before said is the

Up In The Bronx there is a Uttle stone
church to whloh hundreds of .persons
make a each day the "Miracle
Church." they call it. It la now a stone
one story structure at 828 East 146th
btreet, and it is entered by
a few steps. In the chapel many candles
Mb always burning before the altars,
the gifts of persons who seek In their
trouble the Intercession of Saint Rita-M-ho

Saint of the.
The church Is expected to increase In

lze within the near future. Its fame has
grown through the stories that have
spread of wishes fulfilled after a pllgrlm-ag-s

there, of health that has been re-

stored, of broken families that have been
reunited, of business troubles brought
to a successful ending. All the thousand
and one cares and fears that afflict hu-
manity are by the pilgrims
who kneel each day in the little church.

It la perhaps because Saint Rita was
a wife and a mother, then a widow, that

Is to give ear to the love
troubled and Intercede in their behalf.
Iter early girlhood waa passed In the
village or in the near
I'mbrla, tho birthplace of St. Francis of
Wit-I- , Her feast day is known, as the
I eiiht of the Hoses and roses are blessed
at tho altar or her church and distributed
among the and sent tovarl-luitiH'-

uon request.
Iho story or the rose of St. Rita is

In t'i closing duys of her life a relative
Mxiii'd her and asked if sho wished any

it Hi. Itlta requested that a roso
l" brought from her old garden in Itocoa
I'.rena, U naa and even
la Italy there are no roses at that time

oldest known resident. It was discovered
in 1007 about six miles from Heidelberg.

For twenty years a German scientist.
Dr. Otto Schoetonsack, had been keeping
an eye on a certain sandpit in that lo-

cality which was being worked for com-
mercial purposes. lie interested the
owner and the workmen so much that
whenever a bono or anything resembling
a trace of human existence, was reached
work at that point was stopped until tho
doctor could be summoned.

Dr. Schoetensack was so deeply In-

terested in this locality because, owing
to tho character of tho deposit and tho un-

disturbed condition, its immense an-

tiquity was unquestionable. As the ex-

cavation proceeded remains of oerttin
mammalian animals were found which
led to the hope that human remains also
would be discovered. But it was only
after twenty years waiting that tho jaw
which was to becomo one of tho most
famous bones in tho world wns uncovered
at a depth of almost eighty feet and only
a foot or two above the very bottom of
the deposit.

Of course in these discoveries thero
are three things to be considered. One
must be euro that the rello is actually
found at the point claimed, that tho over-
lying deposits of soil, sand, clay or what
ever they may be have never been dls
turbed, and that the
of the remains themselves prove that they
did not reach their position at'a much later
date than the geological conditions would
indicate. There Is generally room for
argument upon one or all of those points,
with the result that most human re- -
mains for which immense antiquity is
claimed have been the subject of per-
sistent wrangling.

In most coses the discussion la due to
honest differences of opinion about a
genuine relic, the only point at issue
being just how anolent It is. Sometimes,
however, the entire sclentlflo world Is

of year. But on visiting the old home
of Rita a rose was found in full bloom;
also figs ripened on the trees. These
were brought to the infirm saint. She
was 70 when she died In the spring fol
lowing the finding of the rose. Tradition
says that her face after death took on
the comeliness and beauty or youth,
that many miracles occurred, that new
stars were seen, that unseen bolls were
heard to ring.

Then too there is tho story of her bees,
which from her childhood had always
been about her, even taking their place
near the door of her cell while she was In

the convent When she they hovered
above her body. Popo Urban VII, re-

quested that one of these bees be sent
to him at Rome. It returned after a few
hours to Cascia. These bees were tX

first white, then yellow; they have no
Bting and make no honey. They do not
mate, each dwells in a thorn shaped
oell, a gossamer wob woven across the
entrance during the winter.

St. Rita was extolled in song, story
and painting. One old picture shows In
six scenes the main incidents of her life
Ix'fore she entered the oonvent, whon
about 30 years of age, tliovannl de
Amicis, a neighbor, wrote her life, which
was ulso put into verse. Another lift)
was written by Father t'avallucoi of tho
Hermits nf St, Augustino and was
published in Roino.

This book says that Rita's birth year
is In hoiiiii doubt, bill in Uiubk1 to le
1388. She wus married according to
tho custom of the titno when alnmt 13

and she lived eighteen years with her
husband until his iloath, Ho Is dcscrilml

THE SUN,

temporarily drawn into heated argu-
ments over something which turns out
to be a fake pure and simple. There was
the Calaveras skull, for instance,
which created .excitement about fifty
yearn ago.

It was found in Calaveras county, Cali-

fornia, in 1800 in a mine shaft about 130

foot Ijelow the surface, and mighty indeed
was tho stir it caused. If it hod boon a
genuine find It would Have meant that
America could show proof of human
occupation for tens of thousands of years.
Unfortunately for 'this theory the sci-

entists got busy with the skull. Thoy
measured it and analyzed It and com-
pared it with comparatively modern
Indian skulls, and in effoct they said:
"Nay, nay. ThlB skull is a mere par-venu-

It really was, too. In course of in-

vestigation some of these shrewd sci-

entists, took tho gravel whloh had been
innlde the skull when found, analyzed
that also and discovered that it was mod
ern gravel; that is, it had been laid down
many, many centuries later than tnu
deposit in the mine shaft. Finally it
came out that some workmen had played
a Joko on the mine ownor by "salting"
tho shaft with an old skull they hod found
somewhere else.

To return to the "Who's Who of bones
there is only one rival to the Heidelberg
jaw as patriarch or these human relics.
This is a fossilized skull found in Java in
1881 by Dr. Dubois of tho Loyden Unl
versity. An account or It was soon
published with the result ever since
there has been such a flood of discussion
ns never wns let loose before. Even many
sclentlflo journals balled the skull as "the
missing link.

Then tho experts ranged themselves
in throe groups. Some claimed that tho
skull .was not human but simian. Others
said it was that of a human being with
certain simian (apelike)

(

as fierce and In character.
feared by all; but Rita's sanctity and
prayers finally won him, tamed his unruly
nature and caused him to join in his wife's
almsgiving and good deeds among the
poor and afflicted.

Then the tragedy of her life began.
Her husband was slain by an enemy, and
her two sons, growing to be men, swore
to lo revenged. Her prayer at this time
was that this un Christ lan wish bo denied
them. Both died soon afterward and tho
saint was left alone.

Sho bogged admittance to a convent of
Augustlnian nuns, but thin was at first
denied her and sho return od to her lonely
homo to weop and pray. It was this
period of suffering that caused her to
understand the sorrows of others. Lator
she was admitted to the order. Her
powor of working miracles rocotvea
recognition from many prelates, includ
ing the late Pope I,e6 XIII,, who had a
picture of her placed in his room.

It lias been only within tho last fow
years tho fame of 8t. Ititu lias grown In
the United States, Before that Italy,
Spain, Portugal, South America and
Canuda had honored her.

There uro speciul services at St', Rita's
Church each Tuesday in the ufteriioou
and evening. On theso occasions
hundreds' or votive candles burn and iho
little church is filled to
While thero are inuiiy Utuo and aftUclvd
In thn throng of the usual
uppoal to tho "Saint of tint IliipoHsihln
seems to concern troubles that are not
physical. There is n special pruyer Ixiok

dedlcutod to bt, Rita and a lltuny which

AT THE SHRINE OF ST. RITA IN, THE BRONX

Many People Seeking Relief From Troubles Through the' Intercession of
the "Saint of the Impossible."
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and a third group declared that It be
longed to an Intermediate family; In short
that it was a rclio of the misslngllnk be-

tween monkeys and men.' This opinion
is the one which is now mosV generally
accepted. And as that does not class
the skull as strictly human, though even
more interesting and significant, the
Heidelberg jaw may still bo allowed to
retain Its preeminent claim of age.

Next to it in point of antiquity is a
considerable number of relics, much
younger but nevertheless roughly classed
as about 50,000 years old. These belonged
o a race or typo known as the Neander

thal man, becauso tho first remains of this
typo were discovecrd in Prussia in ISM
in a cave at tho entrance to a small ravine
called Neanderthal. Thero was an

but on usual the bones had
disintegrated badly and were so much
damaged by tho workmen in getting
them out that only the skull and parts
of tho larger Ikhics finally reached their
present resting placo in the museum at
Bonn. The methods of oicavatlon and
preservation had not then reached their
present degreo of care and skill.

Tho usual acrimonious discussion fol
lowed this discovery, but it lias been veri
lied by so many subsequent finds that tho
Neanderthal typo is a recognized one
now. Until tho discovery of the Heidel
berg jaw these were the oldest human
relics in Europo. They represent a man
of a distinctly primitive type; and tho
idea that human beings with tho modern
development indicated by descriptions
of tho Ipswich bones could havo ante
dated tho Neanderthal man is regarded
with incredulity by anthropologists of
this country.

All scientists who make a specialty of
searching for prohistorlo human remains
have learned to be cautious; but perhaps
no others have had so much reason to
be wary as Americans. There is a cu
rious absence in this country of any hu

recites her virtues, part of which reads;
O St. Itlta, predioted by an angel.
O Bt. Hlta, remarkable In childhood.
O St. Hlta, enamored of solitude.
O Ht. Itlta, example of blind obedltnoe.
O Ht. Itlta, perfectly united to the Divine

will.
O Ht. TUta, of untiring patience.
O Ht. Hlta, modol of gentleness.
O Bt. Hlta, perfect type of tha Christian

mother.
O Ht. Itlta, mirror of Chrlstlsnttpousas.
O HI. Itlta, miraclo of fortitude?!
O Ht. Hlta, horolo in sacrifice. f
O Ht, Hlta, conoroua in forgiving".
O Bt. Hlta, tender benefactress of thine

enemies.
O Bt. Hlta. martyr of penitence.
O Bt. Hlta, ubascd throuich humility.
O Ht. Hlta, embracing voluntary poverty.

"OSt. Hlta, oxomplary as a widow.
() Bt. Hlta, mirror of conventional life.
O Bt. Hlta, mystical rose of every virtue.
O Ht. Hlta, sweet honey of tha comb,
O Bt. Hlta, hourmot of fragrant myrrh.
O Bt. Hlta, advocata of tho Impossible.
O Bt. Hlta, odvocato of desperate canen,

Pray for us,
The "Consolation or Hopo in St. Rita-i- s

quoted from her lifo written by Father
Turdi:

O youth or parents or cloistered, O
troubled or 'afMclod.tiavQ recourse to hor
In the groat trial of life, and whon those
appear irreparable do not lose courage;
for sho, tho saint of tho Impossible and tn

rases at this time, will tako plousuro
In protecting and consoling you.

Tho Itov. James P. O'Brien, S. T. L,,
is jvistor of tho church.

Doing Her Own Marketing.
From tho Idea.

A young wife recently went Into a
Grocer's shop and uddromeil thn grocer
lima: "1 buueht Unco or four hums heio
n month or so hku and they weio fine;
have you any more of them 7"

"Yes, ma'am," replied tho grw-er- . "thero
are ten of those hams IihiikIus up theiu
"""Well, If you're sum they're off thn
ssmn pig I'll take tlue.i of them," icpllcd
Mm young wife meekly.

25, 1912.

man remains whloh can be olaased by
scientists as. of great antiquity. This is.
so far u is known, really "the NewWorld"
where ,man is concerned. There are
remains of animals whioh go back to the
early ages of the world, and hope is con-
tinually sprouting that someone will turn
up the human bones to match.

Every little while some amateur anti
quarian does utter a loud whoop of tri-
umph and Invites the .world to behold
the skull or even the entire skeleton or a
primitive human being. For instance,
there were the New Orleans skeleton,
otherwise known as "the gasomoter
skeleton" because It was found noar
a New Orleans gas tank, in 1814; the "Que-

bec skeleton," the "Natchez petrified
bone, found in 1848, the "Lake Monroe
bones," found in Florida in 1862; the

Charleston Bones, the "Calaveras Bkull,

before described; the "Bock Bluff skull,'
found in Illinois In 166(1; the "Man of Pinon"
found in the Valley of Mexloo in 1884; the
"Lansing Man, found in Kansas in 1902;

the "Nebraska loess man, found in 1897;
ten skulls and other bones found In Gilder
Mound. Nebraska, about the same time;
other Florida finds, and finally the relics
discovered between 1881 and 1800 near
Trenton, N. J.

Homo of the earliest of these finds van'
ished In the course of time, but the sur
vivinc records were examined by tho
chief of American anthropologists, Prof,
Hrdllcka of Washington, who has also
mode n minutely careful study of all tho
bones in the above list that are still pre'
served. In not ono case has it been possible
to concede to the relics anything like tho
ontluuity of many unquestioned Luro- -
pean finds. Even the Trenton bones, for
whloh some claimants assert an age of
10.000 or 15.000 years, are modern com.
pared with tho Heidelberg Jaw or even
the Neanderthal type of remains.

The Indications however are that these
Trenton bones uro the oldest so far dls

A War Time Get -Rich

I paid Jo tho otherday for a 'shlnplaster'
of a face vuluo of 10 cents," said an old
tlmo printer, "which was one of an Issue
or war tlmo emergency small chango our-reno- y

out or which, if I had hud oven on
inkling of present duy financial ability
and a genius for applying
It, I might havo accumulated a comforta-
ble wad.- This particular rello and. re-

minder of those days of small currency
scarcity had in aomo wuy oomo into the
possession ot a collector or odds and ends
or similar curiosities. I accidentally came
race to raco with it, and ns I recognized it
as one among thousands of others I had
myself printed nearly fifty years ego, with
tho possibility of Its being ono that I had
put into circulation mysoir, l did not hesi-
tate to. pay the collector's prlco for it.

"In 1802 I was working In a weekly nows-paj-

office in a Pennsylvania coal region
vllluge. I was a youngster of 17. Be-

sides myself, tho otilce force was tho edi-

tor, who was not a practical printer, and
an apprentice boy. The small change
famine had begun to bo felt in that town

I ourly In tho fall. Tho placo was or 'consid
erable business lmortanoo on account or
thn coal trade, and us tho scarcity or cur-
rency incrrusod the situation became a
matter or deep concern to ovory one, ir 1

muy oxcopl the printing oflloe In which I
worked,

"During tho three months I had worked
there I had received $4 in rush, in sums
ranging from sixpence to four shillings,
that being tho stylo or denominating small
money n thobo dayH in that locality. To
be sure, I had tradod- - out ordent on a
grocery lor crackers and nhocM, on a
restaurant for oyetors, on a bakery for

SKELETON?

covered In North America. Their finder,
Mr. Yolk, la a lover of anthropology who
has for yean investigated the surround
ing of Trenton, carrying on the work
under the direction of Prof. F. W. Putnam
of the PeabodV Institute of Cambridge.
He has worked with extraordinary care
and patience, first making a ditch and then
shaving the side walk of it down inch by
inch so that every section of the sou
would be reached and examined without
disturbing the position of Its contents.

In 1894 he made several important dis
coveries on the Abbott farm. Six feet
below the surface he found in what Is
known as yellow drift two heaps of human
bones. Later another set of bones was
found at a- little distance from the first
two, but in the same yellow drift. There
is no question of the genuineness of these
finds and thqt they ore relics of great
antiquity,

According to one of the
at the American Museum of Natural
History, where thoeo bones are now dis-

played, the difficulty in fixing their age
is the lmposslbllty of determining the
ago of the deposit in which the bones
were found. In this country it la not easy
to tell the age of these deposits. In Eu
rope, where there were well marked
glacial epochs,, it is another matter. The
yellow drift at Trenton may bo 10,000 or
15,000 years old. It may be older, but it
may also be much younger. So the relics
cannot bo pigeonholed with a definite
age label.

Tho Trenton bono about which thero is
the greatest controversy and for which
tho original claim was that it seemed to
date from preglaclal times is known as
the Trenton femur. It is a fragment of a
human thigh bone, and it can also bo seen
at the museum here. But thero is a great
deal of doubt as to its belonging in tho
epoch of the gravel where Mr. Volk him-
self found it December 1, 1899. It is not
questioned that he found It there, but the

-Quick Scheme That Was
Under the Circumstances.

pie and cake, on a tavern for one week's
board, 13; on a olothler for a linen duster
and a ten cent straw hat, and on various
other tradesmen who had advertised
with us; but these did not relieve my
financial embarrassment.

"The small change famine come to such
a serious condition that business men had
to do something to relievo the stress.
Postage stumps were tho only things that
could be depended on in the way of small
currenoy, but they had n ratal drawback
to efficiency owing to their disposition to
Btick together, so that whilea person might
havo a dollar in postage stamps the avail-
able value of it as a circulating medium
would not be more than three cents; and
as far as postage stamps afforded any
relief to me personally they were nil,
for to got postage stamps to olrculato one
had to havo monoy to put down for 'em.
So business men began to Issue individual
notes in denominations of S, 10, 28 and 50

cents, redcemablo in bank notes when
presented to the makers in sums of IS
or over.

"Several of tho prominent local busi-
ness men had their notnu printed at our
office, I did tho work myself. There
were ton notes or each denomination
mado up In u form for tho jiross and
printed on, ono shoet. Tho impressions
worn dollverod In that wuy to the persons
issuing tile notes according to tho size
of their order for bhoets and were cut
off by the makers as they wanted thorn
for use. As tlioso shlnplasters were
issued, in large numbers nnd tho signing of
them would huvo been an arduous task the
signatures of tho makers were engraved
in facslmllo nnd printed with thn notes.
The notes were printed on bank note

THIS MAN PRINTED HIS

oorrospondlng

anthropologists

13

genera! opinion is that it had worked Its
way there from outside that "horizon."

Bo in the end Americans have nothing
to prove that when those Heidelberg teelh
were serving their owner a thousand cen
turies ago, or when the Neanderthal men
were dodging mammothB and bisons and
a lot of equally undoslrablo citizens of
that time there was anybody on this con-

tinent to dodge an equally varied qollco-tlo- n

of large hungry beasts. But Ameri
can scientists are, so to speak, shovelling
after some evidence to the contrary; In
the course of the exoavatlons whloh are
being made by expeditions sent out by
the Natural History 'Museum some for-
tunate spado thrust may uncover tho
rello of our true first families.

In the meantime American men of
science are simply1 loading up with nn
endless amount of material about tho

primitive races of this hemi-
sphere, the early Indian tribes, cave
dwellers, Aztecs, all the curiously

races of the Southern continent
Anybody can find Indian skeletons, in
this country without half trying', but
It is only of recent years that they havo
been excavated with the systematic
care shown at present.

The moetr extraordinary human rello
in this country Is the body which is com
monly referred to as "the copper woman,"
although it is that of a man. It is' the
muramy of an Indian found in a copper
mlmi in Chile which has bocn worked fa.'
many centuries.

The remains are undoubtedly of grrnt
ago and are of extraordinary intercut
because they constitute ono of tho only two
cases in which the soft parts or the body
have been thus preserved intact,. Iho
other cose occurred in Sweden, also in i
copper mine. In both instances iho body
was preserved by Borao action or copper
salts.

The one found in Sweden was supposed
to bo that of a miner who had disappeared
only seventy or eighty years previously,
but tho dho now in tho Nutural History
Museum is far moro ancient.

In the museum's collection a curious
Interest attaches to certain skulls found
In prehistoric Pemviun graves and ex-
hibiting unmistakublo evidence of the
remarkable skill possessed by these early
races in an operation which was long
supposed to bo a triumph of modern
surgery. Elthor for rituulistlo purposes
or for cures or for somo other unknown .
reason the oporation known ns trepanning
or trephining seems to have boon not in- -

i frequently iierformcd In most of theso
skulls tho bone is pierced by nn Irregular
hole, but In one of thoso shown at the
museum the hole Is square with the ondi
of the artificial cuts plainly visible.

OWN MONEY
More or Less Justified

paper, some in green ink, somo in blue,
somo in rod, according to thn choloe or the
person issuing them. I set up tho type
for the shlnplasters and printed them on
the old hand press. They wero as good
as gold in that place and its vicinity anil
relieved the financial distress wonderfully,
except as it affected that printing office
as printing ofilco.

"I had been instructed by tho editor
that alter printing an order for

all or the forms being kept stand-
ing, I was to lock the forms in a clobet,
which I did. I had no instructions though
not to unlock tho closet and take them out
again, and I could Bee no reason why I
shouldn't bo enjoying luxurious times a
well as any ono else. So one evening I
took a form of notes out or the closet,
put it on the press, pulled off a sheet, and
had $0 in just as good money for th::t
bailiwick and adjacent country as the
United States Government could have
issued to me,

"I mado no undue display of my wealth,
but I think that tho improvement in my
financial affairs wa noticed, and If tho
editor hod heard of it I bellovo he could
have gono out and got somo credit fcoine-wher- o,

for the pooplo thought he was pay-
ing cash. I continued to make issue of
funds to myself in this way as circum-
stances prompted. If I run a littlo short!
of monoy I took out tho form of notes
thr.t was handiest and siaiply nulled off
a few sheets. Then I was hoolod again ,

"If I had beeti a real financier I might
havo left that town with a buudlo simply
by presenting now and thou $ worth or
so of shlnplasters to their makers and
getting bank notes for them. But I
didn't think of that, and although two
months passed before the issuing or those
individual shlnplasters became, no longer
a necessity, I was noon in such financial
straits again that I was obliged In find
my way out or town on a oanullioat, dire
misfortune having overtaken tliut print-
ing office."


