
AT THE THEATRES THIS WEEK.

TUESDAY.
Bbrkkmit Ltckiim Tho Father, by

August Btrlndborg, the Swedish
dramatist,

THUUSDAY.
Mottun Rocoe V. ZlcRfold's produc-

tion of "A Winsome Widow."

Charles Frohman Inclined to the belief
Oiitt Gaby Deelys had liven tho most
notable aticcpm of tho theatrical year,
although this Important vicltor had to
eharn her honor with tho native dancer
who made the cabarets famous and Is
now embellishing a musical farce on
Broadway. This Is Important expert
evidence as to Urn worth of the theatrical
en son which Is now approaching Its end

with euch a glad smllo of welcome at tho
thought that tho worst Is over. Yet tho
triumphs of Gaby and Maurice, genuine as
they may have been, aro judgod by Mr.
Frohman from the viewpoint of tho show-
man, and there orosure to bo otherjoplnlons
as to tho most Important theatrical In-

cidents of the year. Ono of these would
be the endurltig success of "flunty Pulls
the Strings," and there lire other plays
which havo proopcred to the greater
credit of tl;o populace tlinn tho two dancers
that Mr. Frohman considers Uio sonsa-tlon- al

episodes of tho season.
American theatrical managers do not

make an effort to put tho taste of their
clients In a flattering light. Perhaps that
one who spoke of the low state of our
theatrical entertainments In London was
thinking of the amount of money that
Mile. Gaby drew for her fortunnto Ameri-
can managers, but sho was the single
actress of the winter to add any uppnur-ano-e

of veracity to his utterances. There
la much that Is banal and vulgar, much that
la tedious and trivial, offered In our theatres
to the exigent publlo that must be lured
into them, but there is practically nothing
vicious in the miscellaneous offerings of

winter. Mile. Gaby's frank revelation
of her charms was by no moans unprec-
edented here and there wero other grounds
for her success with the public.

It la no longer an easy matter to provide
entertainment for all the audience in a
theatre. What the first ten rows may
enjoy will bore the few spectators in the
balcony and probably keep the gallery
altogether empty. The quality that
makes for great success In a play must
appeal to every variety of taste. Perhaps
it is true that next to "Bunty Pulls the
Strings,' "Tho Return of Peter Grimm"
and some of tho season's other enduring
plays Gaby Deslys was the theatrical
sensation of the winter. Even admitting
that Mr. Frohman has been right in ex-
pressing the conclusion of the super-showma-

there is no possible way of justify-
ing Mr. Tyler's criticism of our stage In
London. Although Mile. Gaby may have
triumphed In hor own field; "The Garden
of Allah" was not without its admirers.
Otherwise the founders of the New Thea-tre.no-
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not have enjoyed this winter the unprece
dented pleasure or having the play cur-
rent there succeed In paying the fixed
charges on the house. This Is unique
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in the history of the theatre at any period
under its new or Its old name, and there
is a pleasant relief from the necessity of
going into their pocket books to meet
even theso expenses. So there seems
nothing to make Mr. Tyler seem so much
disgruntled with conditions in this coun
try

There are other showmen who would
!

tolor. It barks at the door of half the
theatres In Xew York and already has
made rather a triumphant tour of the
outlying playhouses. It in quit true
that the institution did not live up to its
first promise. Marvellous the views
of the Durbar are they are inferior to the
first kinemacolor pictures exhibited hero
last autumn at the Herald Squaro Theatre.

this had

flrat, which is Impossible in of
the facts to admit. On other hand,

undeniably truMhat this is tho of
lha kinemacolor If Its possibilities in

realized.
Its success the first winter thit

this device has here has
put serious difficulty In the way
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bo compelled to struggle valiantly. In
meantime there Is no possibility of

denying that this is distinctly tho year
of tbi, klnomnnnim. it. c.iMii,t.,
Beom If they aro developed
in future years as they have been sinoe
ine colored pictures wero flrat
Even from viewpoint of the showman,

as an Incident of the

:X uTuamen u in
,h,

Mile, Gaby.

The lack of Influence of the drama
eaguea in thi3 country which would never
attract the amount of attention they do
but for their utter futility In

purposo for which they were
organized, may readily be under-

stood from the action of one of the Boston
hrfinchftfl rtf that nrMmiB nf0.nlv.Un

Ing there ''Now of the
fine quality of certain episodes in Pinero's
comedy there oan be no discussion. Pinero
at his worst is the finest dramatist writing
in the English language to-da- y. There
Hre, Indications that he ha
for one reason or another ceased to keep
in witn his public The subjects

It would have been a seoond element in . It issued a bulletin "Pre-th- o
triumph In new process the ' serving Mr. Panmure" but refused tonecond pictures been better than the , commend "Babv Mine." which wai niav.

quite vlow
tho

It Is age
nro

any degree
during

been exhibited
already a
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the
the

tho

toucu
of the other moving vlewh that are ox. that hn selected for tho plays preceding
hibited without tho advantaSo of color "The 'Mind the Paint' Girl," seem to in-- w

hat the ultimate oliect of this defioipnry j dicato a loss or of theIn the older proceeds may be it is not kind of which his public
possible to tell now. It will as&urcdly had come to expwt of him.
have the effect of putting th black and into middle class English
wnlte pictures, however Important their life have come to weary even his comwibjeots may be or howevnr well ox- - patriots who might be expected to viuwecuted tho dims muy have been, into a them tnoMtv..j ,,.., ui nMiuaie value ot i imso later clnngos in the dramatist'sthe color as well as Its greater itMhKlo method doe not Interfere with his abilityadvantago. places the klnwiiMi-.jl,.- nt an, to writo the most charming aoenea to beadvantage asainst whicu lu rival will witned ou the English itagea

Tr

to-da- Some of these were In
Mr. Panmure," which must have

suffered from the defect which Gustav
Freytag would have diagnosed aa lack
of In Its motive. There
waa little or no interest in the mind of
the audiences as to whether or not a gov-
erness had been kissed. This
of the theme of the comody probably
accounted more than anything else for
ita failure with the New York public
It certainly failed, for It took a comedy
by the greatest dramatist writing now
In our hnguago to draw the smallest
audiences for three weeks that tho Lyceum
Theatre ever contained.

"Baby Mino" on the other hand is frivo-
lous of an
harmless character whloh baa delighted
hundreds of men and women in this coun-
try aa well as In England,
it has pleased In Oermany, which is not
surprising In view of the rather German
character of the piece, which might well
have originated there. Four companies
are acting the piece this year and they will
oontinite to act It next season. On the
other band, the Pinero comedy fell ao
far abort or publlo approval that Ita Ameri-
can career will end after a few

in Boston and the cities of Canada
Robert Hichens aald that the dramatlo

oritlo waa like the man running behind
the crowd and calling it to follow him while
it kept atralght on Its own way in spite
of his If that Is the position
of every on the drama
who does not make any distinction be-
tween the quality of the work submitted
for bis what la to be aald
of the practical of a judg-
ment which refuse to recommend what
baa been proved In the theatre a simple
and harmless amusement for thousands
of persona? Possibly the highest Indorse-
ment from any drama league in the coun-
try would not have sold ten ticket to
"Baby Mine during ita Boston engage-
ment. But its of any practical
value may well be by the policy
which aussaata the racnmanMtl

drama of Engli&h life which Jul been

THE 1912

7 fsTsTsTsTsTaTB "i.t vit faTsTsTsTsTsTsTsT?aTsTsTs1TsTsTsTsTsTsTsTsT'

Mty- - yjpa,,wa,WLBfipavtatiaw,ia,a,,,,Bawi aaa

ArtS'aT'fc r aVTCIV .m M

Hill' ,'--'v

CvfakBBBBBBaVSLVAipaaaKllBBBsfBB . ' HHBnriSBHIB?W3ytiSalfliBBBlHBBBBBr7BBBBk,BBBBBBBBte.BBiBBBS'F ""fHaTinffmaafsTv 'i7VKsvtBaBBawfaairBBaaBBBBaavf4TClIaHHrn'rT7BBBBBBBBKijHHsWl'CaB J1WyaHH
'Ct,E.TW'. '''vQtMXf BSEBcB&HaHBBBaH

iHKaflS&fl T'TtfjBiai'iif1 MBaaaaaaaBKHJaBaaKjPmM BaSSHfcgvwpgHtBcragftiwl- - 9r4pMnuS't Sw4rffis1wSlDaaa

vLfv LBBLHbBLsbIbBILLLLLBbLLbLIk m'BbSwIwrIKS?hBx'' BcsaKna$ Jmk!ihI8PLLLLI'BHcHf aBaaaaaaaaaLBaaaBaaBBBnHlam BtPITS6tJR''P rkW'"'y,R

'UTI aaT'tVL'Ks43T.LiaaKlV'.

VbbvbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbhVvbbbbbBbPSSt!

"",BaaaaaB"" laBfla?!al!

STIT.LA
XHZJtAdtttPMjZO

Ph0n0me;rhr.mr.,inAJfiSan

LIbIbbIbIbIbIBBbIbIbIbIbw iEsWhHBSISHHHILb

IbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbLbbw UBKBSEEBBnBmB&kmMsXS&'i''.YBBBBBBasBBBaBBsBBBaVBBBBBBBBBiw

LibibiH'KBsHbIHb!
HLlrtiVf'flHBP9

KMti'fL-&'-liirr9DlL'l-

vwjv2aBBPHHsi6i4-4,- '

OAC,

inexhaustiblo

attempted.

kinemacolor

pulchritude apparatlonof

accomplish-
ing pre-
sumably

simultaneously.

unfortunately.

commending

understanding
entertainment

Hisconbtant
ttivbtisatlons

sympathetically

"peaking

'Pre-servin- g

Importance '

inadequacy

entertainment altogether

Naturally

perform-anoe- s

suggestions.
commentator

description,
effectiveneta

possibilities
understood

.

SUN,

aaaaaaaaaaar

. '',3EsiiaHN
BBaTSIBmIrJHBBHRliHHBsiMBVhfBBBTl''taK irimBll.

5Wrs'IBIaWfcaaaaaaaaaa1aaBaK:'.'

aWajBftVKaMJBiBiiglaaaal

LaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaHanK aaawBrvvHiaaaaawtflflaLaaaam-',F-

rBTBBTaTatBTBBBBBBaaa?'ifct'BBB

Sl2Xn

TSHMnHMBHlrv'

Lv'1A

IvMdiHlaHN

Iftly rejected here and the refusal
to say a word In favor of an American of best conveying the impressions or that
fareo which has practically conquered ' tragedy whtcharegenerallymorecompre.
the world. There aro wme persons honsible than some of his other theories,
who believe that the comedy of Arthur in the meantime London is to be con-Pine-

is deserving of commendation gralulated on tho possession of a theatre
andthejwriter Is proudto be among them, 'devoted to the production of Shake- -
on tne otuer band, It should not be praUed .

m inn expense oi ouier worns mai deserve
pralfo as admirable spsoimens of their
class.

Beerbohra Tree's next revival at the
Haymarket Theatre lu London Is to be
rwhnA it .. ..i - . .wiauv( ! n iuuiii IU (iut7lin LUl

ronizlngly of the plays of Shakespeare as
they are produced by Mr. Tree, and to
emphasize tho advantage of the beauties.
that are offered to the eyo over all the
other features of these performances.
Yet it is something for a city to possess
at least one manager who is sufficiently

ataudardT With aT.Tnt Julia X -
and E. H. Sothern are doing for the Amer-- 1

lean stage, It is no longer possible to speak
in praise 01 me manner of tholr produc-
tions. The latest was "Macbeth," and
there waa scarcely a feature of that re-
vival which went a step beyond what
Charles Kean did so many years ago in
London. Certainly there has been 6ome
sort of advance since that period. The
New Theatre production of "A Winter's
Tale," with ita pretence or Elizabethan
simplicity waa superior to the inept pre-
tentiousness of those painted shields and
garlands and draperies which recalled
uoh a remote period of theatrical decora-

tion. Mr. Tree baa not yet allowed Gor-
don Craig to mount one of his plays. Per-
haps aa Mr. Tree is now the foremost Lon-
don actor of the day, and Mr. Tree easily
the moat noted stage manager of his
time, it would seem just that Mr. Craig
should have the opportunity to do in his
own oountry what he has already done
with so much success in other countries.
But there la no intimation that he is to
have any hand in the forthcoming pro-
duction of "Othello." Perhaps when it
cornea to reviving "Macbeth" again
Bmbrt-ltwtUtunM- ollr.

M30tV.

has some deeded onlnlon. t th wav

spearian plays as Mr. Tree is doing them,
liven If tueir performance does not alwavs
nil tne old timers with delight they are
at least able to take pleasure out of the
scenery, while not even that delight

ir7j.T1.li At T. Zr , JETS
of production will affect our own theatre
....l 11IU-1...- ..: -- - - .l ,,7''" j,e "". ?

European stage.
They are not altogether new, for the

6ense of taste and beauty and appropriate-
ness Is not a new faculty. There have
been actors quite capable of using miso en

1,,
beautiful. Sarah "i!!S ! oneI"after

f" A
noon at the Knickerbocker theatre when
sho decided to play Phtdr at rather short
notice and there was no time to prepare
special scenery. There waa a blue back-
ground of ocean, a stone bench and several
columns that had survived the defeat of
Joan Mounet-Sull- These were sufficient,
for in the centre of the stage, with Ita
bough bendiug over the bench, the
actress placed an oleander tree, appar-
ently in full bloom. Ita pink blossom
lit up the green follage,and by this simple
mean there had been established just
the feeling or the scene which the stage
manager was seeking. Yards of canvas
and oarpenter'a structure built to the
rafters could not have done more to sug-ge- st

the beauty of the Greek landscape
and put the audience in the right mood,
for the mythological poem, Of auch is
the genius of the stage manager in every
age. Such ia the genlu of the artist
always when by the least expenditure
or effort the truest results aro attained.

Whatever the beauties of the fceer- -
uouib irae revival or -- otne Ho" iiut

what more modern In character than
anything that American manager have
yet given in. Recent commentators
on English stage history have been claim-
ing that the credit for bringing the stage
into some sort of relation with archae-
ological correctness did not begin in
Franco with the dramas of Victor Hugo
and tho senior Alexandre Dumas, but
wis to be round before this period in some
of the productions mode by John Kemble
at the Haymarket Theatre in London.
The Earl of Guilford wrote a play called
"The Kentish Bsrons." In which the
absolute deference to the dress of Eng-
land of the period of the dram was
enough to make the Spectators smile
when they should have been much more
serious in their feelings. It was John
Kembto who began the reformations
which were destined to lead ultimately
to the style of stage decoration against
which the world ia revolting to-da- y.

Of course Vincent Crumml and hit
pump were the inevitable sequeno of the
work begun by Capon, who seems to hav
accomplished his best results with in
teriors which in many case he copied
exaotly from the original room. And
it is of course not with interior views
that the stag ia to-da- y concerned. Mere
copying U all that i in such an instance
required. It is in producing the affect
of out pf door that stage manager
are to-da- y Interested. As exact repro.
ductlon i beyond the medium of the
theatre, suggestion by meant of the
forces that the theatre pesseese is the
aim of intelligent workers on the stag
to-da-y. Capon must havo been for hit
time an intelligent and enterprising
worker, sinoe authorities who hav seen
tome specimens of his work preserved
In the Shakespeare memorial at Strat-
ford have been impressed with it quali-
ties.

After Its beginning in England the
effort to make play crrreet In relation to
the manner and costume of this peri 4
continued, athough some occasional effort
of th same kiud in Paris attracted u
tentipn to that city It was at hi The.

long duration, that Alexandre Dun!
first Interested Parisians in the exact nlproamnion or a modls-va- l epoch.
u iieine margot" the restoration

sixteenth century life was satisfyia,
enough to delight the public, and In

spirit of fidelity to Its original prlo4
was the performance of "Le Chevalier 6U Maison Rouge. The ThWtre Histo
rique waa not. however. Intended mh....
long existence, and ita doors were n:tl
ujenca again on such accurate repnl
ductions of the lira or an earlUr nrirj I

In the meantime the English stage hjl
iiiinuea in me lino or progress Indlatrt
Dy ivemble and his associate Cat!
Charles Kemble, Maerendy and Phelnl
,--,. iv viic niuiier 01 moim n.
attantlnn ,. l,n,l ... ,..- - ...

1 i . "ci rereivm iwiorescMne nnis oeiween Henry Irving of our ortlmo and this earlier period of tiie draaj
a oj course unaries Kean. His ShslJ

upeoriaa performances at the Prinowl
tuuaire.wntcn extended over a neriodo
nine years, were the inevitnhi n.cessors of the famous nights at thf Lyctra
...ti.c, uiuiougn tno Uancrofts,
'ntervened between those two dynasth""" noie to tuc theoriesofEnclu-stage decoration. Jutt hnw tnrin,,o ....
their contributions to the r.rt cf tho thti
tre may undorstood from the fact tlthere hod never been a room with a ol!buu iwi cioor on tno otage until "Cwti'

of their interior scenes that m,, ,u. -
and saucer drama of tho Robertson dra-- jl

iwuiicani in tne nistoryof tho End''theatre's decorative rhui
What Henry Irving accomplished M
TtC... 7 tnla Sencrotiotl

DUvwa ui ine enorts ns a cud,,v. ,., ,,. jonuenoo In lesditione to regard the old school, if one nnso call it, or scenerv and cnthm. : .1.
same light that one must regard thi

! 01 mai period. Tho men uiwomen who exaggerate the worst qui!
ties of the old rhetorical roWi .1,
strutted, deolaimed and mouthed, shouK
cor uB xoKen as representative of whe

mo orsi 01 me old acting wjs. Edr
Booth was assuredly an actor of the tie
sohool, but there is no period of tai'i
which would not have delighted in tu
genius. Probably much of tho old seener
was not nearly so bad as r.ome of tb
o d acting, and what sterns most di

r"u"re wie urcHenL ppnoTnt mio
all probability just as trying to the taw
oi me aiscnminatlng among tho U

saw it first. Certainly there was nothsj
In the stage pictures of Henry Irvim
that was not a delight to the eye. althoug!
his scene painters did treat their wwi
aa if It were a gallery picture they wt
painting and not a graphic work of quit
andther quality. Yet there were tiw
and imagination and a poetic mind bid
of the Irving plays, and there was nte
a period of the wor d n which the&a nulli
ties could not atone for the defects cf 1

period. They are powerful enough to

inspire any artist to riso above the limit!-

tiona of his school and his time. Muti
that has come since the days of Irvi:
has stcmed more old fashioned and mort
at variance with the laws of taete. Ac

cording to present day ideals, arch- -

logical accuraoy is not unimportant w
a negligible quality in the compoiti
of any stage scene. Whether or not
represents the spirit of the poem it ncd
more eassntiil to its perfection

So far the eoromsrclal manager hit
shown themselvci altogether mdiderls'.
to any of the newer movement ia tu
art. of the theatre. Perhipj thov n
discouraged by the uncertainty aaiM!
even tho leaders of the new miveaw r

It would indeed be difficult to find tv
thing definite in the ideils of Cordon

Craig, as he expUins them, "Ml ('
repons of his production of 'Uiiltf
at tho Theatre of Arta In Moscow fCin
are jneant to be takon serluuslv iH'c

Max Relnhardt's "Hamlet" witliit5tiS til
unyielding obsequiesness to the f

art nouvtau of the most virulent W
which of all styles of decoration ws

least suited to such a play wa sbou

at false to all Ideals of taste a th not
nnnventlonal desiams nt ntare raiDJC
and scene oainter ever could lx 'i'1

such extravagant and orriuu leadil

before their eyes, It is not surprise
that the managers have not had th tia

to investigate this new field?

One cheering pros pact consort ha lil
of the new that ten more theatre !
now in process of erection in this oV I
ThArA uukmft a thnr thev 1

serve onlv aa substitute for tho; r'--"'

house wnloh have yielded to th rUr.'.
advance of the "movlea," rr
f hrM M Vnrb th&atrMC i n lvfn HI"1
off the tbeatrleal map durine tlic prJ
season. It does not often Inppo"
playhouse are torn down Nt j

onartar are found for them. The v"
rU."


