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CITY BEAUTY SPOT

Somewhat Neglected To-day, It Is Pro-

posed to Make

New York's New Library

Ever since the New York Publio Library | that he hopes to see sarried into effect the
was bullt thers has existed a feeling that | changes which will make Bryant Park

something should be done to make Bryant
Park suited to i{ts present surroundings.
It should, {n the opinion of more than one
person with a desire to see New York
mads as attructive as it oan be, represent |
evnething more than the backyard of
the iibrary. Yet it oould not be frankly
sald to mprosent anything else to-day.

It is morsover rather an unkempt and
bare baockyard, patronized largely by
hoboes and other stragglars who are al-
togather different from the white capped
nurse malds and the laughing children |
for whom the park was first intended |
lurgoly.

It Worthy of °

one of the most beautiful in the city and |
recover it in a way for the purposes for |
which it was originally intended. |

Higher Level Proposed.

It haa other uses than to serve as &
breathing spot. It should also serve an
mathetio purpose if it is to be used to ité
beet possibilities. Yet nobody could say |
that the forlorn windswept spot thit the
park {s at present does answer any such
end. It in reality serves only as a short
cut from Fortieth to Forty-second street.

The plan of Mr. Hastings and Charles
Downing Lay, landscape architect of the
Park Department, looks to a beautiful

That purpose of the park dates back
% the time when {t atood In the centre
of a residential district. The houses on

usa of material whioh is now but scantily
employed. The surface of Bryant Park
lles some feet above the level of the side-

throe sldes of the park were the homes  walksabout it,and this point will be favor-
of woalthy New Yorkers. Now there able to the raising of the lavel of the
are but fow homes left, while the pre- ! ground which isindicated on the plan. i
ponderance of business in the neighbor-| To describe the changes which the new |
hood grows daily more apparent. Bryant | plan provides for in the simplest language !
Park will never again be anything else | it may be said that a high fence will be run |
than a business centre. So the mort of about the three sides of the square not |
park that was suited to the region years | opening on the library. Behind this high '
#go Ia altogether out of place there at|iron fence there will be built a hedge
present. which will serve to separata the p:hrk :;om |
" the atreet. About the park on the three |
First Plan Rejected. | sides that face the street will be a gravel
Carrdre & Hastings, arehitects of the | Balk inside the hedge and the grill. Fac- |
library, wara the flrat to agitate in favor ing the iron fence on the opposita side
of some new use of tha park ground which  of this walk will be a stone embankment
should adapt it mare to its present sit- | similar to that ocopled from an old street in
uation adjoining such an ambitious strug- | Bath, This will be surmounted by a
ture. 1t was from this tirm shortly before | balustrade.

the death of Mr, Carrire that there came | Three Lawns Inside.

a plan to make this part of the city the
centrw of [ts artistic enterprisea. | Against the stone wall there ﬁlld:'m
In order to do this, with the lUbrary benches, and it is hoped that these benches
| 0 near the street may prove attractive

antatiyg
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. WESTE®
FATADE or LIBRARY BUILOS
PERHING HEY 7O BRYANT Pamk CN

ns A contral point, it was suggested to
give tha western slde of the park with
the Bixth avenue aldewalk from Fortioth
streat up to Forty-second to the Academy
of Decign, Here there would have been
only thirty fant taken off the park andthe
sidewulk would have served as an arcade
und flower market., The central part of
the park would have heen devoted to the
wtatues amd memorials of various kinds
which are at present without appropriate
wites in thia city,

Alithough the plan econtemplated
beautiful use of Bryant Park,
off the Parks® was the slogan that ended
this proposal. Curiously enough it was
Thomaa Hastings while a Park Commis-
sioner who inventad this defence which
haa done g0 much to keep all the park
landa free from encroachment.

But this did not earve tod
Mr. Hastinga and he sucoeadad in interest-
ing Commiwionsar Stover in the present
plan. Yesterday the Park Commissioner
refused to digcuss the plan with a Suwn
reporter until the money which is the
only obstacle to ita inmediate execution
#hall be forthcoming. 1t is plain, however,

*Hands |

to some of the present citizens who take
advantage of the park facilities and would
be more appreciated by other visitors to
tha park if they remained on the benches
about the tarrace. It is proposed to make
the embankment about seven fest high.

The ascent to the upper level will be made
by means of gtone stepa on Fortieth and
| Forty-second streets and Sixth avenue

and at the eastern extremities ofthe park
on the same streets. This will surround

ol the upper lovel of the park.

Thia upper level, as Mr. Lay's plan
| ehows, is divided into three large lawnas.

soaroity of water that the plan was aban-
doned.

Commissioner Stover believes that it
will be necessary to extend the ciroular
apaoce at the end of the library csplanade,
since it will then be posaible to seat many
more of the people who gather for the
evening concerts in summer. Bryant
Park is one of the most popular of the city
| parks for these summer conoerts.

i Sttes for Memorials.

| They will be separated by gravel walis.| There are now three proposed monu-
The new planting will make the shade 80 ' menta to Governors of the State of New
thick that all of the benches willba covered | Yark, Gova. Tompkins, Tilden and Cleve-

by the trees. They will also accomplirh
| the purpose of blotting out the sight of
| the elevated railroad, which has always
ibeen one of the serious detriments to the
| beauty of Bryant Park.
I It waa at one time proposed to build in
{ the central lawn a pool to be fed by the
| Josephine Lowell memorial fountain,
| which Charles A. Platt has designed for
the park. But pools in the city are diffi-

cult to manage and there is so often a‘

5 land. and it has not yet been found pos-
I sible to place them advantageously. It is
Itha opinion of Commissioner Stover that
| one side of the lawn would be an ad-
imirnhln place for these statues and that
i other parts of the park could be used in
the same way, since there is likely to be
always a demand for sites for the sort of
publio memoriale which are now seeking
sites.

It is not by the trees alone that the

WOMEN FOUR-IN-HAND

More New York women than ever are
interestad this spring in driving four-in-
hiands, and a eurprizing feature of this
phase of the aport ia the fact that in the

a time anyway.

better worth while than they expected, for

An outcome of all this was the organiz-
ing two years later of the Ladies Four-in-

last year or two many very young women I, Hand Driving Club, first of its kind in this
have ﬁ--‘:--‘.‘-‘;-ml an wnbition to handle | country, which has done a great deal to
the r,'.\,:;; tin expert style. On the word | increase the interest in four-in-hand driv-
of not orfe but of three or four disinterested | ing not only among New York wormnen but
critics certain of these new recruita,can | among women in nearby cities.

tool a coach in far better style than cer-
Ladies Four-in-Hand Club.

taln of their man friends and relatives.
Cne mala eritio want so far as to say: Everybody gives Mrs. Thomas Hastings
“When it comes to four-in-hand driving | praise for the Initiative she showed in
the New York men, generally speaking, | starting the club and for the interest she
are away baok. With few exceptions |has since taken in its affairs and in main-
those formerly oounted among the best |taining the highest standard of four-in-
{hand driving. Twenty-five members

four-in-lhuund amateura have been so taken
up of late with the newer motor vehicles, ! were enrolled at the start. among whom

including air ships, that they have had
notime left for coaching and the number of
young fellows taking up the sport is not
lar e

are named as among Mrs. Hastings's most
ardent supporters at that timne.

in general, and so far it has ampiy filled
its mission. A woman's coaching parade
was the first entirely novel gchema it
| projected, not only projectad but brought
i to & succesaful climax, as admiring thou-
|sands of spectators lined the route, up
| Fifth avenue and through Central Park.
taken by the eight or ten coaches in line.
Such a thing had never been seen before,
but It was seen again the next year and
| the next and the next after that.

! The Annual Exhibitions.

Bomething more original was proposed
for the following year. It would never do
to continue in a beaten track, Mrs. Hast-

/ings and some of her equally interested
associates declared. That was how it

| were Misa Giulliver and Miss Barney, who | came about that four yoars ago the Ladies
|('luh set up its own coach, The Arrow, to

ba run daily for throe weeks bhotween the

“With women {t 13 just the other way
It is the young women particularly who
are taking special interest in four-in-hand
driving, and although women in general
are interested too in up to data motors,

#o far they haven't let this interest in- |

torfera with their driving lessons. For |
onething, four-in-hand driving is & com-
parative!y now gport for women .

"Wea phnll seo roma vory protty four-in-
hand driving tius eoring, just as soon as

the woeather isa decent,” paid another
authority, ‘and eome of the youngest
of the women on tha driver's seat are |
yolug to sel a new standard for women's |
four-in-hand driving. They have done |
tiut already, for that matter,

“In onn or two cases women formerly
conspicuous as drivers have refused of

late to drive four-in-hand in New York
for fear of eomparison with soveral
vounger drivers, who have done and are
Golng a tremendous lot to raise the stand-
wrd of the four-in-hand driving among
woinen, ‘I'p hold the ribbons over a
porfectly broken double team over a
piralzht open road no longer meeta the
tost, et all unconsclously of course by
toma of the young girls who are now
among the chief coaching enthusiasts *

Spread of the Sport.
Still other critles who love the sport

To-day the club has about forty mem-
bers and its president Is Mrs. Arthur
Iselin, daughter of Col. Willlam Jay, who

Colony Club in Madison avenue and Dyck-
man street, starting at 10:30 o'clock and
getting back at 12:40, with three changes

‘V"a DL.A”
¥or BRYANT PaRN

PLANNED IN BRYANT

PARK

Besides Its Lsthetic Purpose It Would

Also Serve as a Site for Statues

and Public

desired obliteration of the elevated road
will be accomplished. At a point about
half distant from the two crose streets
forming the northern and southern bound-
aries of the park a house will be bullt
which shall serve as a place for storing
the park tools and for other park uses
and will fill in the spaces between the
treea on the western side of the park.

Mr. Lay, who is responsible for the
landscape work on the new plan, says
that the so-oalled naturalesque style of
which Bryant Park is an example may
have been all very well in ita day, but the
purpose for which the park was laid out
in now so different that another style is
demanded now, '

Park Architect Approves.

*There will doubtiess be many, to de-
plore the change In the appearance of
the park,” he said, "and | heard only the
other day of somehody who looked out
over the park and asked if there was any
truth in the story that New York wae
to be deprived of the beautiful trere
there. As a matter of fact thero are

Put few trees In a healthy condition

-_—

Memorials.

the city's property. Commissionar Stov,

will not commit himeelf regarding plan,
which are not yet certaln to be approved,
and above all It is necesary for the money L
to be in hand before they may be regarded
as a certainty. But In the present case
there sepms more likellhood than usya)
that this method of beautifying the park
will be carried to & consummation,

Estimetes of the Cost.

There Is In the first place a fund of
about §75,000 remaining over from the
money voted for the library. That could
be added to what the alterations in tha
park suggested by Thomas Hastings wil|
cost. It may be that the changes could
be made for this amount. On the other
band there are estimates that require
almost twice as much. The real cost
of the Improvement probably lies be-
tween these two extremes.

The proposed planting of trees and
shrubs in the park will make it shady
and cool In summer, and elevated from
the level of Forjy-second street it will {
be above much of the dust and dirt of
traffic. Then the purpose of the new

- DALYSTRADE
IN BATH,ENGLAND,
SR L m MADE WLy BE
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necemsary to plant many
out the plan of fbeautify-
as it But it will
provement over the present

that the present plan
bheen proposed, and
to the suggestion made
that the Aoademy of
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allowed to build on

!

plan ls, with the iron fence backed |
the follage and the shrubbery, to obiain
some sort of quietude and freedom fri
noise, Ho the result should be a beautitul
park adapled for rest and a relief fion
the sights and sounda of & city. Above
all the new Public Library woull Im
appropriateiy near a park worthy of it
beauties and not abut on a neglected an |
bare backyard.

returning there at ¢ P. M., with four
changes of horses en route and a stop of
nearly two hours for luncheon in Bronx
! Park, the outgoing terminus of the drive.
As before members of the club took turns
in driving. By this time some of the pub-
lio had learned the good pointsof thisand
that driver, and the style of driving ex-
hibited by Mrs. Hastings and Miss Marian
Holline and Miss Harriet Alexander and
Miss Angelica Gerry and Mrs. Arthur
Iselin was disoussed almost as much by
strangers to these ladies as by their own
friends.

Famous Women Whips.

Naturally there is a difference of opin-
fon in the club as to the relative skill
of the drivers, each member having her
special faverite among the acknowledged
ten or so best drivers; hut one authority
did say emphatically that the youngest
| members, ingluding Miss Pyne, Miss
l Alexander and Misa Hollins, were making

WHIPS

already, away abead of her father In my
opinion, What is more, that young woman
| isn't going to stop whare she 1s.”

To go backe to the Ladiea Club, the
| programme last year was again changed.
| Instead of running a daily coach it was

decided to have only one outing, an all
day trip covering fifty-nine miles, the
drive terminating at the E. O. Benediot
place at Greenwich, Conn., where the
twelve ladies on the coach, who were
Mrs. Hastings, Mra. Arthur Iselin, Miss
| Alexander, Miss EHollins, Misa Gerry,
Miss Pyne, Mrs. J. E. Davis, Mrs. Charles
Sheldon, Miss Leila Haven, Miss Eate
Carey, Miss Rogers and Mrs. Clifford
Harman, were the guests ofjMrs. Hastings
over night in her father's houss. The
next day the return trip was made, the
terminus as usual being the Colony Club,
The club's public programnme this year
is under discussion and has not yet been
given out. Several of the members are
enthusiastically in favor eof a parade

toll with satiefaction that the enthusiasts
are not confined to any bne circle of 8o~ |
cloty, a8 was moroe or leas the case a doren |
Yeara ngo.

“Lolore then,” sald a New York woman
who learned all ehe knows about driving
In Franes, "some New York women who
wanted to learn to drivea four-in-hand
took lesaons in Furope, and when they
came back and showed off a little in New-
port and in New York thelr friends!
watchead them enviously, almost with
pwe, It was pot till about 1000 that New |

2 &
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“THE ARROW". .M1SS MARIAN HOLLINS DRIVING u

York vomon took it into their heads to | In always ocounted among the dozen or so
ake four-in-hand driving popular.” | really fine whips the oluh boasts of.

As 1ol by some of the New Yorkers When the club waas organized practl- |
vho at that time and since decided to | cally all the New York women who knew
put 4wt of time, money and study into | ittle or much about four-in-hand driving

*lesgons, the Listory of the progress  were enrolled, but to-day there are some
e donc-in-hand fushion among women equally fine whips outalde of the club.
iresting. At first anything like For instance, Maurice Howlett, New
denthusinsm for the exercise was cone | York's authority on questions of the sort,
foedtotashionable society, and whon this 'says that there are about seventy-five
readly burst out there was such | women in New York who understand
Ve twa dnstructors then in town | technleally at least the art of four-in-
ot ore than one puptl had to get up | hand driving, which givesalmost as many
wnl son at B o'clock in the morn- | outside am inside of the club. Some of
i i witd barely duviizht or else | the outsiders are not old enough for mem-
| v nsteaction, The anstractors | bership.  This 18 one of the Rurprises ol
bt e overwork, bat their bank | this year's statistics
wecounts grew; so did the enthusiasig of But it is the club which is depended on
Meir pupils, who found the sport even | to stir up the enthusiasm of women whips

euthy

@ run o

of horses en route and threes members of
the club taking turns driving.

As matter of fact this daily feature
| starting April 19 did more to create a vogue
| for four-in-hand -driving than anything
|whloh had gone before. The news of it

went all over the country and dozens of
women came from other cities simply to
noe how well or how ill the drivers acquitted
themselves. As a rule there was not a
| great deal to find fault with, the club being
wise enough to keep its show drivers to
the fore for the most part.

‘The year after that, in 1010, to he azact,
the club determined to improve on this
programme.  The Arrow was put into

some of the older womsn look to their !wlth ten coaches In line; anequal number
laurels. It was a man, who, spoaking of | are in favor of a daily coach run between

the dilving of Mrs, Hastings, said:
“But Miss Hollins is a wonder.

turn and drive out again without turning
@ hair or scratching a door post "

| had impressed him immensely.

{ Much the mame criticism was given
|by another observer concerning the
| fifteen-year-old daughter of Otto 1
| Kahn, the financler. Said the critfe:

| *To wee that young ludy take a consh
,#nd four around vorners in & crowded

Why, | tending over at least two weeka.
i1 have seen her drive into thy stable, | party, it is said, want something more

the Colony Club and Bronx Park, ex~
A third

original than anything yet attempted,
like, for instanve, a long distanoce trip,

As Miss Hollins has been only a short | with a chunge of guests as well as of horses
time out of the schoolroom this faot | at different points.

More Skill Exhibited.

Sup plementary to the New York pro-
gramme the Ladies Four-in-Hand Club
has made a point for tho last three years
of taking u partioular interest in the Piping
Hock Horse Show,

weman, all comers being eligible for the
competition, and she offered a similar
cup the year following and one last year.

*Of course the club members won all
three cups,” a New Yorker who does not
belong to the club oxplained, *Mrs.
Iselin the first, Miss Alexander the second
and Miss Hollins the third.”

Mr. Howlett when asked for an opinion
regarding the present and the future
status of four-in-hand driving by women
answered without hesitation that the
increase in the number of young women
who were showing ambition to really do
good work was a very promising sign.

*The standard of excellence has gone
up and some of the best women whips,
by the way, I have ever svcen are right
here in New York,” he said. This could
not have been sald a dozen years ago.

“Before then the New York woman's
four-in-hand driving was a pretty tame
thing. A reason it has changed is this:
The style of teaching has changed. For
instance I tell the ladies who come to me
'or advioce that a perfectly broken double
is the worst thing in the world to use
first few lessona for the reason

sort of team givea beginners
no chanoe to get expericnce. In giving
lessona, it is better to take any four that
ocomes along, horses maybe that have not
been in the habit of pulling together.
This is what is done now,

*Also it Is recognized that to continue
taking leesons in a very quiet spot is not
going to promote much skill in steering
a coach In a crowded thoroughfare, or
say a populous thoroughfare, and one
can't always drive four-in-hand in a quiet
lane

-

*The younger woman who have recently
taken up four-in-hand driving have
more daring than women formerly had,
and after the third or fourth lesson they
prefer to take a lesson going through

trating to Chinatown, as oné young woman
I know likes to do. The streets down
there are narrow, affording some turns
which give only a few inches of space
to the good.

the lower part of New York, even pene-|H

BOLD AND  CLEVER

Women Easy (o Teach.

“Unless a woman is really enthusias!
T don't encourage her to take lessons
four-in-hand driving. If ghe does
merely because some of her friends o
doing it I can't promise that she wi
ever develop any style or distincti
in handling the reins.

“And it's a mistake to supposa thi'
tinless & woman knows how to drive one
horse she can't or ought not to try to
drive four horses. That is an exploded
idea. Take a vomplete novice and ten
to one she will inake a better driver than
a woman who thinks she knows a little
about driving and who may have a lot
of bad tricks to unlearn.

“That is why, as a rule, women a:»
easier to teach then men. They will
put up with a satrict teacher's orders
more complacently and patiently than
a man will, The man takes three cr
four lessons, assumes an 'l know it all
attitude' and refuses to be told anything
more. Speaking generally, the technique 4
of driving can be gained in two or thrree
lesaons, by which 1 mean how to handle
the reins under different circumstances
to get this and that result. From that
point on there is a wide divergence in the
capacity of one and another woman to
learn how to drive, and it is practice alons
which will give the best resulta.

“Some women after learning how to
hold the reins lose interest, and if 1 can
help it these are the pupils 1 will never
teach. In all my experience I have only
known two women really ih earnest who
could not learn to drive four-in-hand
reditably. The strange part of it was
,hm both women were firat rate oritice,
knowing exactly what ought to be done, §
but neither could No it herself.

“As for saying that English women are
better whips than New York women, that
ia no longer true. [ know several women
of the Engliah nobility who aro
highly over there as lmom?luhe-! whips
:ho f Lh‘:y came to New o'rkm:oum::

ave a show e some o y
ﬁil‘ll now practising four-in-hand driviag
are. "
Mre. J. E. Clark; daughter-in-law of
Senator Clark; Mrs. James Winslow, Mrs

enry Worth, Mrs. H. Sherman and Mrs
R. E. Tiedemann are among the New York-
ers who are making a reputation at four:
in-hand driving, and Mrs.Edward MclLean
of Washington, who is coached b{ Ne v
York's chief instructor, is also spoken !
as an enthusiast.

-
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Continued from First Page.

*0Oh, well, much that we read about
Washington,” Mayor Gaynor answered,
“is apocryphal, just as so many stories
concerning & atill greater man, Linooln,
are apooryphal. And Lincoln's biog-
raphers nearly all give you the impression
that he was an ignorant man, brought
up among ignorant people and of very

rud showing a fine literary style,

poor stock. But such was not his case.

'He came from the very best of stook.

He had ancestors who were Judges and
Governors and holders of other important
offices. He was himsell eight terms in
the Illinois Legislature.

*At 31 he wrote things of great merit
When
he was elected President he was a public
man of great eminence and experience,

l!io was also a lawyer of learning and

experienos, He lived at Springtield, 1M,
He waa one of the chiefl lawyers for the

FURNISS DRAWS GAYNOR

oommission aguin for a daily trip extend- | thoroughfare and wind up with a sharp

Ing over three wee's, Bundays exoepted, | turn safely inside the stuble door is quite

.uruutmmthocolonycmhrtlo:NA.l.. worth while. Hhe is & wonderful whip
r

For instance Mrw, | Hlineis Central Railroud Company, and
Thomns Hastings threa yours ago offered | when they hud a hard case up at Chicago
at that show a silver cup for the hest they used to send for Linvoln o come
exbhibition of four-in-hand driving by a | up there alse.

OuUT

*There s very much misunderstand.i
about Linocoln. He was a well educatel
man. The people among whom he vi:
brought up were well educated peoplt
They had to work hard, but they hal
good antecedents and a good solid edu-
oatlon.*

But s to politics, national, State of
municipal, Mayor Gaynor had not a word
to say. An effort was made to dra¥
forth his viows on the subject of American
snobs, a mubject suggested by the epit,
tolary discussion of the great Americaa
snob going on among BUN readers, with
the hope that Mr. Gaynor would add !
the gayety of the discussion with b
usual humorous comments. Further thad
to remark that Amerioa has *a great many
snobs® the Mayor would mot go. Al
tempta to draw him out on other subjects
also showed that his Honor was disin*
clined on that particular forenoon to g0
in for extensive discussion, and whet
Mr. Furniss had finlshed his sketches an
wan saying good-by one left the Mayor?
office with the impression jthut he had

Iargely been the interviewer and not W
interviewed.




