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AT THE THEATRES THIS WEEK

MONDAY.
Maxi.sk F.i.i.tnn's -- Charles Hawtrey

In "Dear Old Charlie."
Coiiav Tiikuiik Blanche Ring in

"The Wall St reel (Slrl "

liVrn'M Paul Rainoy's African hunt
pIcttir- -.

Thore should bo comfort in store for
the audiences that talfe delight nut of
What has been dosciihcd iw tlm "high-- '
brow," for it is by no means so nearly
exhausted as theio had been reason to'
believe. Tho failure nf any leccnt re- -'

rival of an Ibsen play to receive cvi'ii tlm J

support of that public which used to rally
in Honin measure to these pint's shows
how complctoly that bubble has hurst.
It was not ulohu in .Vow York that the
failure of tho Drama Players to attract '

any attention to "Tho from the
Sea" was wo complete on to bring out tlm
smallest receipts which tho Lyric Theatre
hail known in many n year, but the ex- -
erienco of the company in Chicago with

'

iift drama was the same. So theie
until Tuesday night little opKr-tiuiit- y

for supporters of the-- ,, exotic
efforts in thy theatre to find any new
InHpiratiou to enthusiasm. This enthu- -

siasm, whatever its inspiration ment to iut4iise hatred of sex could
is always likely to e.end it-- iu talk
more than act lot1. Yet occasionally thre
werp some admiiers of this sn (,f drama

ufflciently niovi'd to buy a ticket.
Now there the propct of a wave of

Rtrind!rR drama in romparisou with
whom llison is hopssiy viutix jeu.
"TIip Father," which w;u, seen last week,
(iroved to audience gathered in the
Berkeley Lyceum an interestiiiK pr.xluct.
When it is oflered to audiences composed
of the sainn puliJIo that gained some
fictitious appp.iranco of success for the
plays of Heiirik Ibsen there should be
tause for creat rejoieniR. In comparison
With the heroinu of "The Knther" Ihdda
(labter with all her pure riiwdiiHss seems
u duncint; ray of sunshine and Dr. Itankt
with his talk of decaying bones and
oysters under the inspiration of .VoraN
switching s'tockitiRs is a Wedireval prude
compared to the. outspoken Laura when
he sets out to make her husband believe

that he is not father of her child.
There should lm a carnival of simple
dramatic delights at the IJetUeley Lyceum
for thoso who revel in tlm decadent,
pathological and abnormal in their
dramatic fare. I'or thero uro four nioie.
plays by Strir.dbtig promised to this
fortunate public. Howsnd to feel that the
tendencies of the author are said to be at
their lst and that 110 subsequent play w ill
ever discloso another l.nina.

She is such a dear, this Lnurn who de-
liberately makes herself appear unchaste
and faithless to her marriage vows in
order to keep the education of her
ilaughtor altogether in her own hands,
She pvpii drives her husband to insanity
and thpn to death in her telentless de-
termination to giin preponderance in
the control of tho child. How she does
this has already lieen told. Her suggestion
that he may not bo the girl's father preys
on his mind until lie hates hor. When he
questions hpr again as to its truth she.
makes his inquiry the ground for accusing
him of insanity. When in his furv he
hurls a lamp at her thore are grounds

k enw ar utc x'ititt-t-i

lattirr
Frank Beicher, who appears Ftrrand,

the Irencn vagnnond

own company. wore very
pnysiquo, without
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Arrives

iriK him out of tho Insane asylum. The
woman who sepms. for some which
the drama does not mnko clear, to have
ceased to love her military husband has
conquered. No more striking mouu- -

may the

thu

the

the

be built than the figure of this bitter.
saturnine, implacable woman who was
unfortunately not presented the
Iter.'eley Lyceum the other night with

the physical allurement that must
have made her mote potent In her

the man who was her victim.

Into this play there must of course
ie the history of the author's life.
Authorities on the subject tell us thut
just such an unhappy marriage drove
Augitt Strindbvrg into the insane asylum
which sheltered him for several years.
The woman that the calls Laura

hiswife.andthoehlldnbout whomtho
his daughter by cult to see with type of woman the

the thieo that he Iris divorced. Now
slio is living luppily in Stockholm and
is frequent visitor to her father. What-
ever that Hrst wife may have done to
him he lias paid tho debt splendidly. Ho
has made a character which may dispute
the right or Cautfrr Hrll to I the wicked-
est woman in fiction of any form.
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others might him another Illegitimate and the -- kilful ofportrait. I said a his wife drive him far, wno ttie are absoibini:trusting tyj of womanhood tothe wife,

h matter of fact Strlndberg and
were Isirn out or wedlock and

their mother was a servant, while the
father was a man of education.

As- - human document rnav be en-
tirely possible to accept "The' Father."

a play of any universal scope, how-ever.- it

ha-f- claims, not true that
women luihituully deceive their husbands

any country that every man has a
right to question the paternity of his
orrsprlng. It i10t true that women
are habitually so determined encontrol of their that they are
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"The IVuher" remains nothing more than
a picture of certain Incidents in the life
of its author may Iw nut
Interesting study. Cut it not be
said to the faintest note of in-

ternational In application must
be confined altogether not Awe-de- n

but the Striudberg fuuriy.
thlee of "The Kathei"

are uneompromismglv lie the-i- s
never for a obscured.

kindness the old servant who a
scene of genuine tenderness persuade-he- r

charge to slip his
tho jacket In which he be earned
to the contrasted with the bit- - '

of the typo of wominhisid
Thus has Strlndberg also glorified tho
peasant class which his mother
sprang theetpen-eo- f the more cultured
boiirgeoi-- e is capable such criiepy
to accomplish her purpose. It

revolves what
ithi ;es. His the

beauties of his mother's character
eloquent monument re-

venge he had on tho woman who was his

worthy's
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wife. Is, however, only a of
life of fttrindberg that

"The Father" may be Ossible. natiir.-ilnes- nnl Intellli.eiien .nut lion the Wilton
helps phase this was l.ickaye could have acted tho part web. receipts
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novel than stage fiction. That the hus-
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another a condition bo ac-
cepted more faith another
technicil crudity of the is, how-
ever, strongly indicated than tho
reality of thu wire's unfaithfulness.
reference that rather casual to
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theatre in its purely artistic aspect
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Little Theatre would an intcrcntlng
Bceno for experiment. For tli.it

aain la trt l.n lir.ffA,l tl.n, f i....u.,,.. . v nvfinu limb ,X,lf4
does not tnto tno nanit or mounting
hi drama so expensively. ,So long ,
his pluya Interesting taste and ndo.
quncy are nil that Is necessary, and j1Pt.
may then be more roquent ex prrlmM

It (lingular rosiilt of tho provallmq
of tho theatre In this

that there scarcely an actor ,

the the public to derou win
make poKsildo for him to rely
Koers any cxtwrlment ho in wniit
to make. 1'erhapn V.. H. Sotlierti cou.cl
count on tho Hiipport of, nay, HUch contlo.
men as those who fienuroiii notion
to waste thousands In tlm effort to found

reix-rtolr- theatre on the wct rule
Ontrnl Park. Hut expciimcnw nii
not likoly to bo revolutionary. Thor
are few others in tho theatrical
tension who could get tho cf
any such amateurs in tho drama, alllnuiRi!
many of them so much to don.it'q

in they think will be appreciative
and fruitful.

There Is of course Important ron.
ncction lietwoen the existence nf bucti

state of affairs and the olwcrvntlom
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of David Bolasco the day to tin
future supply of actors for the American
theatre. Clara in nn essay
appeared somewhere spoke of the cha-
racteristics of her colloagues of the pre-e- nt

day. It was,
had impressed her more than any other
She found them so completely lucking
in seriousness. How that effects t he

question that Mr. Belnsco has raided
not difficult to recognize. influent
on tho men of who might be led

to take an interest in tho artistic enter-

prises of actors is just as plain. lew

different were tho of the de-p- i!

palmy days may lie understood from

reading such biography as William

Maeready's. How serious un actor's
art may ho beautifully illustrates. It

was witli little less fasting and prayer
that he went to meet some of the problonu

his theatrical career, lovelW
devotion to duty for its sake has rarely
lieen revealed in an artistic life,

Mr, Bel'isco would not have found
to complain of any actor who

approach daily task with the

sumo enthusiasm and alToctiou that
so tnanv of who cave lh

actors calling, when Ihev were iimur
performing at the Little I '""i!" l!r '"; Jppl disqualifinntion as men.
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