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Leans from which chocolate is

made are ocalled cocoa, although “the
proper name for them is “cacao,” ao-

parts of the American ooutinent.

It means food of the gods and was given
by Linnmus as an indication of the
high regard in which he held the drink
made from these beans, He considered
‘a food fit for th:s cod-

The trees from which these beans
sra taken are not very tall. The leaves
‘are large, mmooth and glossy and the
flowers are amall. From a single cluster
of flowers a fruit is matured. It is in
the form of a pod with a hard, thick,
leathery rind and each pod will contain
from twenty to fifty seeds, which consti-
tute the raw cocoa beans of commerce.

The natives of the cocoa producing
sections of the new world understood
the food value of these beans before the
Europeans first came. The Spaniards
found the early Mexicans using it and
calling it by the ancient Aztec name
“chocolath,” from “choco” (cocon) and
“lath” (water). So the girl who asks
for chocolates at the candy counter is
using & name which dates back to the
romantic days of the Azteca. Early
historians of Mexico have stated that
the Emperor Montezuma was very fond
of this drink and had no less than fifty
jars or pitchers of it prepared for his
own daily consumption and as many
s 2,000 more for the use of hia house-
hold. Bags of cacao nuts of a specified
number were at one time a recognized
currency in that country,

Those who have looked back to find
its early European introduction point to
an announcement in the London Public
Advertiser of June 18, 1657, that: “In Bishop-
Rgate street, in Queen's Head Alley, at a
Frenchman's house, isan excollont West
India drink, colled chocolate, to be sold,
which you may have ready at any time,
and also unmade at reasonable rates,”

Before the cocoa beans are shipped to
this country they must be carefully pre-
pared. The pods are first picked from
the trees and then broken open.  Inside
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i cording to authorities. The cocon beans | or hy placing them in heaps and covering
are the seeda of several varietien of small | with leaves or earth, Sometimes they are
treen. These trees grow in the tropieal ,put in baskets lined with banana leaves. |
The | The time of the sweating or fermenta-

generie name of it is “Theobroma, " which | tion varies from one to ten days, and
'is interesting because of ita derivation, ; during this period the beans are stirred
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ia a slimy mass in which the seeds lie.
The beans are sweated in special barns

THE WEST IS STILL
A LAND OF PROMISE

IRnilroml Trunk Lines Are Con-

every day. Fermentation or sweating | ;
i« not always done, for some markets neeting More Farms With
Markets.

prefer the bitter taste of e unfermented
heans,

After the fermentation is completed
the beang have to be dried and cured. |
This ix usually done by spreading them |
on drying MNoors which are exposed to
the wun, Then they are polished, and there
are two ways of doing this, The large
plantations have special polishing machin- |
ery, but the older way is "dancing the co-
con,” treading the heap with bare feet, The |
beans are then ready to be shipped in
bags, New York and Havre are the two
ports where most of the cocoa goes,

These cocoa beans, as a visitor saw
them a few days ago in Repetti's factory
on Kast 121th street, are about the size
of a’shelled almond nut. Each bea has
a very thin shell and is dark in color

CHANCES TO MAKE GOOD

Region of Large Yields—Com-
forts of Life Not Lacking.

Gireater and greater areas of fine farm-
ing lands lying on the other side of (hicago
are being connected each year with the
desirable markets for farm products
| as the offahoots of the railroad trunk lines.
| There are no sections of this country

which offer better opportunities to those
The first process is roasting. This is done | who wigh to get back to the soil or those
by means of a machine which looks like | who wish to put their previously acquired
the familar peanut roaster and is kept axperience to use in new lands than the
n: n'wnai'n '"r&'m:u"m by lulwrhi}n:ri prairie stretches of the West and North-
wleam., en e heans come out o @ | v wtion Of
roaster they are brittle anc " din. | West. No one can take up the ques
tinctive chocolate ﬂa\—u:" !n-nﬁ;’nk'l' .‘.',if‘., |locating on a farm without having 'hln
erushed I»{ a machine which breaks down | attention called to the vasg region. Per-
u'l.-' 1:-;3n”nu does n;ﬂ. pulverize, 'am: lliu- {mons who are accustomed to the l,.h:::
shick is blown away by a current of air. | gjstances here in this East are alm

i ippras &re uow resdy for giv«:;:wemd by the extent of this terri-

the grinder. This is an intricat t of
stones which pulw:i:n lll:er mn:umgi tory, the products of which the feeders

turn out a somewhat pasty product. The | of the Western trunk lines absorb for|

hmnl fam;nund by the machinery, it was
explained, serves to express enou,
lnlmnlw the result h&\'l! the t'nnnlnlt';n:t;! east, west, north and south, o
of soft wax, |  Montana, Nebraska, the Dakotas, Colo-
Some of the beans will be destined to | rado, Oklahoma and Texas, as well as the
make cocon, and in that case they are | more settled States of Kansas, Missouri,
[:ﬂl\vrlz::i Jn mmllw'r machine, which | s pansas and Louisiana, offer their rich
't If.t-jr:-::'idn" ‘Tﬂ':-"'m-'.ul':o W(::’Tlnf ':‘c:I:? field< and prairies to the seeker for farming
merce.  The shells, which were blown | ppportunities. Great advancement .h-"
away by the first mentioned machine, ' been made in the Northwest country since
are nt-_n used lf?r umn-iv] n}uk:;m but are ginee the days of the frontier. Agricul-
sometimes sold as cattle foo 0 -
The ground and pulverized o« tural, commercial and social I:fo‘hn:ilvn'
beans is then mixed with sugar in a big | come less of the kind "‘“‘, in fea i
zrinder in which two heavy stones revolve | the picturesque tales of Western life, the
over a steel bed.  There is also another | characters of which used suth exaggerated

machine used at the Repetti factory for t bably no one but the
further refining the ground product Ian_m‘llﬂl! ':‘;mr;:\: it u.g and more of the
by passing it several times through a Writerscou !

st of iron rollers, from the last of which  kind that is likely to be found in any com-
it is seraped by a knife blade set close, | munity where the people are healthy,
It l|u'|n stifl Lr- he {wu‘\'kﬂl. |1rn-|u;rm|a and happy.
This eooking is done in copper boilers | : ) . el
vl s in eharge of experts, who know | 1hepointupon wluohthermn: .th-t e
ow much heat is needed and the proper | i8 placed by those who advocate
-mount of Aavoring which shouid be used. | to the farm movement is that the oppor-
.nl.litl‘ the lm:xl:u:-p is «-n?kinx Iit is con- ‘ tunity lies out there in the ground. “lh;:.
tantly  stirredd by  mechanical means ¢ to raine 1t The
24 when the chocolate is poured off | 1 needed is the Q"'“E"ll)"m“ S Ltk
o s put in pans and kept in a small roomn | settler with no more  Svernst
it is heated so that the chocolate will | amount of ability for work soon finds hi
Ll thos L M | barng overflowing and his crops and live
I;~;a lll!-|~.-'.'tl'|- .)1:,..;- m|mzn that go into ' o bringing prices that top the market,
widy, and  special - departinents  are it o the
sined for their preparation. The While constant improvement m«_ir:':n:e:; .
wrson who has occasionally wondered viaue of his farm. A year's yi€
ww they made the “insides”™ of chiocolates geres represents what the average far-
- :lh.l N”:"” niz'i “-””Mr:,"' H:‘""rm' od 10 mer of the constricted Eastern country
w how this is dene,  The flavored cen- ehnly
tres of chocolates are made in different  Would regard as a small fort o
s, large or small, egg shaped and It is no longer, necessary for a man .
otherwise,  Lvery one who oats choeo- Aikﬂ himself and his fmily ““P an isolatec
ftes knows that the centres have varioud  sommunity, where near neighbors are
fl -’v.n . some  “creams,” gome harder ey and where the conveniences and
‘Thees oa comforts of life are lacking, nor is it neces-
inese centres are poured into moulds
for him to make a long and arduous
journey through a wilderness to reach
The moulder has i wite of his new home. That phase of
i Sinmis, NOouen | v y th the passin
forms, which he ll,r..,,,,,., down into a tray the .\oﬂhu’ul passed with [} K
of cornstarch. This material receives | of the frontier. .
he unpression agd when the form leaves,  The great pride which Kansas takes
ere are dozens of little j, per position as the centre of the con-
tinent would have less justification if it
| were not for the fact that she has more
| substantial things to be proud of. It 'ln
claimed that there is not a swamp .in
Kansas, that it has no bank failures and
there is not an unsurveved acre '",”,"‘
State It is settled, substantial, eivil-
ized, and, with some $250,000,000 worth

distribution, in the congested sections,

el is poured. The moulds are made

white ecornstarch.

The candy maker then pours
candy into these moulds and
puts them aside to harden. When they
have congealed he dumps the mould
with the candy in it into a machine, which
blows the cornstarch to one side and
delivers the moulded centres,

lhiese contres are then taken to the
dij gnru: room and girls eoat each of them
with

chocolate or whatover coating s of agricultural products coming from the
o b use “hey are the icdes . g
'..- ¢ : 1 L.:“,i! !;,I..h:,.i::.lf;".' ! ;i,l‘l :'_Lil fl‘|1|I|| ““'. state each VEear, I'ulrly prosperous
iv( ul LY L "= s it o i
Smmertise they are  placed in arti-  Kansas is not an old State, neither is

wially cooled rooms, where they harden
nore quickly.

The final procesa is that of packing

Some of it is put

nio largs boxes for the wholesale dn.tf--r'u

she an untried experiment. In 1860 her
| population was 107,000; to-day it is over
| a million and a half. She is neither desert
' nor crowded .

ad another part is packed into the pound In her short history as a State she has

and half pound packages, which are sold |achieved many notable things. Her
‘.'fﬂ:,‘",I,_;:;,'.‘,.I‘lJ:.:’:T.:ﬂ,l;";,.l;:l,']',i.‘:sf"”mlm"yE('u[nitul is one of the finest in the land;

e ——————— her State institutions are known every-
where for their completensss of equip-
ment and competency of administration.

CARE OF A NEW CARRIAGE. | |
e Her public fund for the support of com-

' mon schools now reaches nearly $10,000,-

Let It Stand a New Days Before Using So

S trouble with one form of

the Finish € 1 : o, The nn_ly ] 2

. IS A | public institution, the poor house, is

The time when a fine carrlage or | ),a¢ there is no one to live in them.  Alto-

wiagon needs the most careful attention
immediately after the first time it
driven  out. It should then be
thorouzhly washed, If the new vehicle
happens to be a carriage more than the
usual pnin® must be taken, because If
mud s allowed to dry upon the panels |
permanent stains will be the result, It
is advisable not to use a new carrlage
r wagon at once, but to let it stand in
the stables for several days. This will
give the newly applied varnish an op-
portunity to set and harden,

| gether, Kansas has fewer millionaires and
fewer paupers than any other State.
In fact it is claimed that more small for-
tunes, say from $10,000 to $25,000, have
been made in Kansas than anywhere
olse, and made from the soil in the ma-
jority of instances.

There seems scarcely to be a limit
to the quantity of grains, grasses and
vegetables produced in this State. Win-
ter and spring wheat, rye, corn, barley,
oats, buckwheat, sorghum, durum wheats,
maize, flax, hemp, broom corn, millet,

Is

The fine art of carriage washing Is | : P
best exercised with the ald of water Kafir corn, Hungarian chicory, alfalfa,to-
applicd  with  sponges  and  chamols | bacco, beans, peas, Irish potatoes, sweet

leathers,  There {8 nothing better than
water, and plenty of it.  All movable
fittings lwing removed and the uphol-

| potatoes, onions, turnips, beets, all the
small garden truck, all the grasses, apples,

sterlig covered, the skilful ecarriage | peaches, pears, plums, berries of all
washer starts work on the roof,  This | kinds, cherries, grapes flourish in lux-
washed and wiped dry with chamolis, | uriant abundance.

he pre u‘.-n!.- to do the dasher and aprons, ‘I'he summer is a long and genial sea-

th e dried in turn, Next come 3 ; ’

th burders, floor eloths and boot- | 8O0 with breezy _duyu l_ind cool, rl_*fmsh.
in the steps.  The wheels are|ing nights. During midsummer it may
W lust.  The secret of carrlage [ often get hot in the sun; but the hottest
;\'-'l-‘lli_“;’. Is l"i"!ﬂ.\’ of water and care- | gapg are tempered by the southern
l:l‘, ,}" ';:,;1";,,.. ‘.r...l,'lh ,1:,'\'",:" I;; ':;:,,ﬂ:‘,[ ::;."? breezes. The winters are relatively mild
an airing, dusting und washing Jjust |and pleasant; the r‘fnlyl BOASON CONSists
the samne, of bright, dry, energizing weather. Dur-

ELECTRICITY WEIGHS COAL.

Operates a Deviee Which Gauges the Fuel
Passing Through a Hopper.

A electrieal coal welghing machine,
qperated by opening and closing an
clectrie clrcult, has been placed on the
muarket, pays Popular Electricity, The
uperation of the machine {8 very simple
nad eanily understood.  TRe coal Is
mude to run Into the hopper by means
of o vibrator, which 18 connected
directly to a wnotor by a shaft, This
vibrator, which Is off centre, welghs
twa  ounces, bhut 1s revolved at a speed
suticiently high to shake * » chute and |
cause the coal to vun into the hopper,

When the conl has filled the hopper
to i point which will counterbalance
the welghts In the welght can, a lever
connected to the welght beam trips a
switeh, stops the motor and vibrator
and by magnets releases the discharge
gate, allowing the coal to run out  As
the hopper, relleved of its load, rises,
the welght arm again actuates a con-

ing February and March there are oc-
casional storms, but they are soon
sucerded by bright, sunny days.

The wheat crop is the strength of Kan-
can

still have to eat
tions become the hackbone of any com-

ing, agricultural.
as well as quantity of agriculture.

Fut she has quality

this State the fifth in agricultural pro-
duction in the Union.”
Kunsas has passed all the other great
agricultural States and took first rank
in the sisterhood of States,
raised a crop of over 83,000,000 bushels,
according to the figures of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture.
tons of golden grain!

has been winter wheat.

Settlers Find the Northwest a

Hard times may lead people to cease
wearing gold or dinmonds; but they will
T'he agricultural sec-

monwenlt!:, and Kansas is, atrictly speak-
Said
Horace Greeley at GUsawatomie, in 1850:

“The child is now born who will live to see

In forty years
In 190068 Kinsas !

That is 2,750,000

By far the greater portion of this im-
mensa wheat crop, which has run up in
value to well over the fifty million mark,
This wheat is

counties are not in the belt of the big wheat |

producers, The central counties piled
up huge totals per acre; nit the most in-
teresting showing comes from the western
countfes, particularly those in the north- '
west and the southwest, where the pro-
duction was marvellous considering the
population amd the fact that much of this
is new land.

The next fact the farmer needs to re-
member is that he does not have to ship
his wheat to Chicago or Minneapolis to
get it ground; his market is at his doors.
Usually he can «ell if he wants to, before
he i® ready to ship. Kansas is proud
of her flour and feed mills; they rank as
the second industry in the State. It is
a great advantage in selling to have your

market clore at hand, and the other and

Ll greater advantage is to have the
goods the market wants, It will always
want wheat and Kansas will give the
world more and more of the staff of life
af men entor in and develop the fertile
wheat growing lands of the State,

The other crops of Kansas are equally
abundant. Some years they raise more
corn there than they have cribs to put it
in. The average crop realized in the
corn area is twenty-seven bushels an acre
and the average farm value for a period
of twenty-five yearn was a little over
twenty-seven cente a bushel. The cost
of harvesting is more than covered by
the value of the cornstalks for fodder
and even for commercial purposes, wnile
the cost of planting, cultivating and all
other expenses of the crop, including
rent or interest on land, amounts to only
about one-seventh of the value of the erop.

Everywhere enough corn is rasied to
turn a much larger profit than that shown
between cost of raising and selling price
by converting it into pork, milk, butter,
cheese, beef, hens, eggs and all the other
live stock producte.

Kansas farmem gat about fifteen million
dollars a year from the sorghum crop,
about eight millions from Kaffir corn and
i *he has $225.117,080 worth of live stock to
|eat up the five annual crops of alfalfa
raiged within the Stade, The Kansas hen
in g0 famous that it =carcely needs men-
tioning except to state that £10,500,000
worth of hen products are marketed every
year.

Mirsouri i anoither of the older settled
States which is held out as offering fine
farming possibilities. A great river di-
vides it and a greater river borders it. Into
Mirsouri's flood that erosses it pour big-
gish streams that enrich central Missouri

the OQsage and Gasconade. Into the
Mississippi midway the eastern border
flows the Merameo,

In the southeast the Ozarkshills, with
an elevation of 1,600 feet, provide the in-
considerable mountains which mark one
of earth’s regions most fruitful in the
products which feed the millions. It is
a land of running streams and proper
rainfall. It is a land no little timbered
and with the rolling contour which in-
vites the plough and the fruit tree, It ix
no struggle to live there. It is a struggle
not to go there when you have been
“shown.” Nature showed Missouri to
La Salle in 1682 and the voyager to honor
his King threw the name Louisiana over
it. When farmer, miner, merchant and
manufacturer afterward came they found
that Missouri stood for all grasses, all
grains but one, fruits hardy and fruits
gentle—robust apple and delicate grape -
red wines and white wines; for cattle,
sheep, hogs, goats; for mules and horses;
for hay. tobacco and vegetables: for coal,
iron, lead, zine, brick and fire clays.

The State claims more apple trees than
any other in the Union. The Missouri
mule is us famous as the Texas steer,
and the other products of farm and ranch
rank high in the tables of statistics. {
| Central Missourl is a good dairy coun-
ptry. It is a natural blue grass section,
blue gruss coming in thickly of its own
accord, in pastures and meadows and
in new clearings. It furnishes an carly
and a late pasture, Orchard grass and
clover thrive and supply bountiful pas-
tures during midsummer, when the blue
grass {s dormant.

Cows afe regularly pastured seven
months every year and the climate is such |
that they can have the run of the pastures
with comfort a considerable time of the
other five months. Corn and wheat are
the crops having the largest acreage,
The corn fills the many silos and is largely
used for fodder. The wheat furnishes
cheap bedding. It is mostly ground by
local mills that supply the duér,vmo'n
direct with bran, saving several profits,

This entire country is a limestone
country, which means that it is well

% em to the verge of bankrupt

those who knew how and thus learn the
business in all its details,
he stuck to his post of education, making
money all the r.Iltmn. Being only a renter,
however, he had little of that mouwy left
when all bills were paid. But he was
learning and that was the main thing.

He returned to Lonoke county, Arkan-
sas, his former home, in 1903, only to find
the proposed new industry in greater
disrepute tham he had left it, Others had
tried it and failed. Still in the face of the
scorn and ridicule of his_old neighbors,
determined and energetic, Mr. Fuller made
o vow that he would make rice a reality
on Grand Prairie. He lacked capital to
do things on a very broad scale, but he
found that business men at Hazen and
Carlisle were willln( to lend a hand. They
did it hly offering Mr. Fuller a bonus of
$1,000 if he would raise as much as 35
bushels of rice to the acre on 70 acres
in 1804, with the understanding that if
he failed he was to have another chance
in 1005. He did not fail. He harvested
5,225 bushels on the 70 acres, more
than double the requirement, and
he got the bonus, along with profit
of close to $2,000 over and above the whole
cost of putting down the well and the
expense of raising the crop. More than a
million bushels a year are now being grown
in the State, with more farmers taking up
its_cultivation all the time.

The sumimners are long in Arkanuu. and
this permits two crops a year to be raised.
Strawberries in March and radishes,
onions, peas and bheans in November is
the usual course of things. :

The cotton om]': in large, amounting to
about one-twelfth of the total output of
this country, although not mucH over
20 fmr cent, of the available land is under
cultivation. The possibilities of cotton
as a paying erop must not be overlooked
when the possibilities of Arkansas farms
are considerad. The conditions in Ar-

can be raised and where ideal conditions
for stock farming are found, are very
favorable to cotton raising, even on the
plateaus and in the valleys where the
alluvial soil is absent.

The Arkansas farmer has found that
there is no provender which brings his
fat cattle to condition or enriches the
cream of his milch cows quite as satis-
fuctorily as a diet of cottonseed meal
and hulla,
field, produecing from the cotton wsoed at

value, the revenue now derived from

crop.

The same conditions of soil and climate
that favor the growth of cotton produce
enormous yields of corn.  About 50,000,000
bushels a year in Arkansas's contribution
to the market. Like cotton it grows best
in the river bottoms; in fact
hetter corn soil than Arkansas alluvium
to be found anywhere. But, as is the case
with cotton, the prairie and upland sections
of the State bear their full share of the
total output. It must not he understood
that because the State boasts A number
of superlative corn countiea the other
counties fall below the average, taking
the country as a whale.

The Arkansas fruit orchards have
hecoma widely known for their fine fruit
products.  Canned fruit, evaporated or
dried fruit, vinegar and brandy are be-
coming important by-products of the
great orchards. There is still much fine
timbor land in the State, bearing short
leaf yellow pine, ocak, hickory, gum
cypress, cottonwood and other market-
able trees,

For many generations the rich bhottom
lands of Louisiana were planted year
after year to eotton, the planters shipping
in from the North even the corn, grain
and hay needed for their teams. (imu.-
sionally a thin poor spot was planted to
corn with any seed that came handy.
The com was cultivated once or twice
and then all the teams and men were
ke, JL at work in the cotton, tl';a'(;(::'in-
fields growing up to grass anc s,
The corn yieﬁi«lp!en to twenty hushels
an acre and the planters were con-
vinced that the climate debarred profit-
able corn raising.

The boll weevil came and year after
year either destroyed the cotton entirely
or cut down the yield below cost of rro-
duetion. Most of the planters kept on
planting cotton exclusively until the
repeated failures from boll weevil broug! ¢
Then
some of them planted corn on their rich
lands and gave it fair cultivation, The
corn yielded in large fields 40, 59, 60 and
even 70 and upward bushels an acre.
This with common seed. Corn became a
money  maker. .

The hoys of Louisiana were organized
into corn clubs and grew corn from well
hrod seed. In 1910 over 6,000 of these
boys averaged 61 bushels an acre; 30
hoys averaged 100 bushels and more an
acre and one boy grew 158.8 bushels on
an acre, The bovs' work showed what
pure bred seed will do for corn on the
rich land and under the ideal born cli-
mate of Louisiana.

The old fashioned corn of Louisiana is
soft and i= badly damaged in the crib
by the grain weevil,this pest often making
it unfit for feed. Recenily a semi-flint
corn has been introduced that is pure
bired, vields more than the soft corn
and is nearly weevil proof. This hard
corn has only 12 per cent. of moisture
at husking time and is so dry when
picked that it is ready for immediate
export to Europsan markets. Liverpool

adapted to clover. Alfalfa is just being
introduced.  This section of Missouri
i# in the belt adapted to Spanish peanuts
and the Spanish peanuts, harvested tops
and nuts together and cured as hay,
make a cheap feed, and combined with
corn silage force cows to a high vield
without any grain. Many farmers grow
cow peas for hay.

The land varies from rich, rolling
prairies to steep hills and in every place
is well watered,  In most sections thers
are many clear, spring fed stroams. There
is usually ample shade and this helps |
to increase the milk yield by giving the
cows full comfort during the noonday
heat of summer,

Missouri is far enough south to eseape
the long bleak winters of the north and
far enough north to miss the protracied,
hot summers of the Soath,  Pepriods  of
extreme cold are short and in the section
between Kansas City and St. Louis the tem
perature seldom drops lower than § (o 10
degrees below zero.  During the suminer
months  the temperature  ocoasionally
reaches 00 to 5 degrees and on saine
days goes ahove 100, Hot winds are
unknown.

One of the most interesting phases jn the
agricultural devgiopment Arkansas
is the cultivation of rice, The old theory
that swamp land was necessary 1o sgo-
cessful rice growing has been proved
fallacious in this State, where abundant
erops of the cercal are being raised on the
upland prairies.  These Jands  produce
the highest grade grain and the yields are
large. Rice 1s vven IMHu{ Krown in Ar-
kansas on cut over timber land,

There is a tinge of the romantie about
the introduction of this erop on Grand
Prairie, the first place i was tried. Back L
i iset WL HL Folleswas astrugeling farmer |
on Grand Panre, hioding hard work 1o |
makie both ends meet, That year the Crops
had been poorer than usual, He  had
gone to Arkansns from Nebraska a good

ol

buvers prefer it to aljother kinds of cor-
that they receive.

Alvin T. Steinel, editor of the Southwest
Trail. says of the recent discovery that
Louisiana is one of the greatest corn
States: “Neither the diamond mines of
South Africa nor Alaska's gold fields
afford a tale of riches so romantic as the
diseovery of Louisiana’'s productiveness
in the yield of corn.  All the wealth of a
year's production of goll in the United
States is of but twice thy value of the
1910 Looisiana corn crop.®

The flgure is 825,000,000, The increasc
to-dav the leading crop of the State, hav-
inr wrestied the erown from King Cotton
after an unbroken reign of more than a
century,

First place in working this change he-
longs to the busy little boll weovil, the
pest of The cotton eron, because had he
remained out of the fleld there would have
been little pressing necessity for a re-
sort to better the agricultural methods.
Thay may be stated o little stronger.
Had the boll weevil rofrained from be-
coming perniciously active it would have
taken much longer for the planters to
redalize the importance of  diversitied
farming. 8o, after all, the boll weevil
becomes a blessing in disguise, no matter
how nunwelcome,

“Fucts such as the foregoing come asa

For four years i

kansas, where so many different cropa

With the oil man also in the | o
one time wasted a product of enormoua

these cotton by-products is sufficient to
defray almost the entire expense of the

ere is no

in three vears is 110 per cont,, and corn is 1

—

the newer parts of the State, The eastern ! this time determined to remain there soms ' surprise to those whose ideas about Louis-
time, grow rico under the tutelage of |

innn come from school books with pictures
[of alligator swamps,” said a man who
{ lives there, “and it may seem strange
| to speak of ao old n State with its long his-
{ tory of French and Spanish occupancy
and its leading position in cotton and
Rugar ns a new country, but #oalarge part
jof ‘it ia. No Southern Sinte is sn little
{ known, as a State; no State has so greut a
proportion of undeveloped land ns this
| most fertile of all the States that have
been formed out of President Jefferson's
ril.’i.lm,(lll purchase from France. Many
Northern people go to New Orleans, and
thaving seen the Mardi Gras and the
(French market think they have seen
' Louigiana.  OF the great intericr of the
 State, of its plantations of corn and cotton
yvand rice, of its inexhaustible mineral
wealth of salt and sulphur, gas and oil
of ita forests and fisheries; of its fruitfa |
{ gardens and orchards, the general -
| lie knows very little indeed. It ir only
i when the figures are presented for ex-
amination that Louisiana stands forth as a
great agricultural State- in addition to
ecotton,

“Texas ir too big a country to be de-
reribed in a few {mrnlm he, It would
need a volume to give an adequate deserip-
tion of the agricultural possilnlities alone
of a State that grows successfully within
ita horders grains ranging from barley to
rice and fruits running all the way from
apples to oranges, The range of f-ru‘-:u
includes those raised in New England, the
middle Atlantic States, Virginin and even
further <outh,

“The Panhandle is a dry country.
It has been held back on that acrount
for the new generation of this twentieth
century, It was thought to be fit only
for the grazing of cattle and sheep, which
like the daughters of the cattle barons
had to he sent North to be finished off,
One spring two monarchs of the herd
disputed for the supremacy and tore
up the ground with hooks and horns,
In the dust were dropped mome grains
of con from a feed wagon, and on it fell
one of the twenty imches or more of rain
which falls in this country in a twelve
month, The corn grew and throve, and
a sentimengal cow puncher built a stoue
fence about it, for he said it reminded
him of the banks of the Wahash, Th
cowhoy was amazed at the miracle, an
when the corn ripened he called all hia
friends to witness corn flourishing in
the Pan , Where it never grew

rfore,

“Similar discoveries were made in
other parts of Texas. Fine fruits, melona
r‘nd ot-hnll- l::‘l'l‘it(;:l tlll:'lunk are o on a

rge scale e Paso v ’ ﬁh.
cotton and stook flourish in the i{d ver
section, - where the average rainfall js
thirty-three inches, and in the count
for & radiue of & hundred miles aroundl
Dallas a crop valued at $100,000,000 was
raised in one ]

“Cotton is the leading crop of Texas
and the favorite OI{' of the thousands
of settlers who flock there to take up
farms on the unnumbered broad acres
of the State. The great port of Galves-
ton provides amp shipping facilities
for the cotton crop. It is in fact the great-
est ootton port the world, handling
from 2,000,000 to 3,000,000 bales a year,
Profitable truck farms fringe the coast
of Texas, where the soil is from three to
five feet deep and the rainfall from forty-
nine to fifty-four inches, Stock raising
is still conducted on a vast scale, for the
farmera have only sottled a very little
bit of this enormous country.”

PLAYS FOR AMATEURS.

Business Houses Here Supply Dreas
matie Vehilelen for Beglnners,

Congiderable business in done in this
] town as well as in the smaller communitirs
throughout the country in supplying vehi-
cles for the expression of amateur drama-
tic art. There are many jublish'ng con-
cerns which make aspeci 1ty of this sending

dramatic clubs, as well as selling thom
socally through book stores. Manv of
these establishments do quite a business in
buying manugeritts which ssemadaptod for
amateur use, paying as high as $2:m or £3m
for one act sketches and paying rovaltics
when the play is of such a character that
tthe concerns feel justified in charging the
producers more than the price of the
printed book. Some of these royaltics
amount to'$25 for each performance,

There is a wide range of plays for the
amateurs to choose from. They are ar-
ranged according to the number of char-
acters called for in the cast. from two
characters up to thirty or more. There
are Irish plays, Western plays. rural tem-
perance, college and military pinve, as
well as those calling for character parts
New plays are offered constantly, as well
as all of the old ones that have bhocome
standbys, including Shakespeare’s.  “Fast
Lynne,” “London Assurance,” “A Night
Off,” “Ten Nights in a Barroom," “Uncle
Tom's Cabin,” “Lend Me Five Shillings"
and others have a steady call. “The
Deacon,”™ by Horace (. Dale, was first
published in 1802, and since then over
50,000 copies of this play have beensold to
amateur companies.

There are plays for children as well as
grown ups, and plays in which none but
women take part and others Por men
alone. The most popular plavs are those
having such titles as “Ye Village Skew,
of Long Ago,” “"Freezing a Mother-in-
Law.” “Biscuita and Bills" and other do=-
mestic comedics. The biggest demand is
for comedies and farces, but some of the
more ambitious amateurs go in for the
Shakespearian  tragedies  and  heayy
dramas. Strange as it may seem, few of
the amateurs care to tackle siraight
melodrama.  Mock trials and initiations
are popular, “Bardell vs. Pickwick” gein
fn favorite. The plavs are chosen wit
great care by the prospective thespians.

“Committees often come in here,” said
one publisher, “whnich have been duly ap-
winted to select a play for the company,

hey spend hours, rometimes days, at the
task, ‘These plays,” he continued, point-
ingg to & stack of texis printed in pamphlet
form which was about two feet high,
“were all gone through carefully by a
committes of four this morning. They
started work soon after we opeaed at 8
o'clock and quit about 1. They 2re coms
ing back aguin to-morrow as they didn't
finish to-day. Like a majority of the
amateurs just starting out they want a
simple one act piece without too many
characters. "
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