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OF LAWRENCE'S STRIKE

The Vivid Account That One Catho-
lic Priest Wrote of What
He Saw.

THE RIOTING DESCRIBED

Leatier Fttor——Politics as & Factor—An
Anti-Socialist Idea of This
Industrial Struggle.

fTha following version of the Lawrence
etr ke was printed in the Tablet, the
oMicial Catholic weekly of the Brooklyn
diwesa It was prepared, the editor
of the Table! states, under the direction
nf a (etholic priest in Lawrence.)

TawreNce, March 6.--The average
citiven  of thia typical Massachusetts
pdustrinl - city  doean't really  know

vot whether to get mad at the average
citigen of all the other American cities

* Inugh at him for the absurd conceptions
ba har formed of Lawrence during the
past kix weeks. 1t is after all something
morathan a laughing matter for Lawrence,
u% it is almost certainly something that
concerns not only Lawrence and Massa-
chusetta but every American city,

Coneider what really happened in Law-
ronce and then consider what the great
American public was made to believe
happenad there and is etill being made
to bolieve ia happening there,

The morning after January 12 of this
vaar the good people of Lawrence woke
ip. that is, those of them who had kept
nformed of what had beon going on in

artain cities of France, Belgium, Italy,
spain, Portugal and Russia during the last
decade, to the fact that a syndicalist
strike had been started in their city,
THE EARLY VIOLENCE.

It started with all the usual accom-
paniments of a full fedged eyndicalist
strike  There was the sudden desertion
of their work by several hundred em-
plogees of tha Washington Mill early
on the morning of January 12 and the
immediate cutting of the belts that con-
neacted the various pieces of machinery
with the power plant, the breaking of
machinery, the flourishing of knives and
rovolvers with threats to kill the over-
woors if they interfered and the ordering
of =omsn and girls to join in the strike
medor penalty of immediate wounding
erd killing, all strictly syndicalistic.

This irruption of the amployeea in one
of the departments resulted in practically
21l the help in that department rushing
out of the mill, seme beciausa $hey had
planned  a wtrike, and many others
throngli & panie fear that the wild actions

f tho beaders and the sight of drawn
tilettos and revolvers inapired.

When  ontside the Washington the
trikers riushed aneross the river to the
Waood mill, pushed aside the gateman
nd hurriad, velling madly and still
Toursning daggers  and  revolvera,
thronzh the rooms of this mill, calling
pon all to join a strike that up to that
faw of those at work in that
!l had tha slightest inkling of. Here

o belta were cut, valuable warps of
varmm destroved and motors attached to

vwma put out of commission. An at-
tomnt was also made hera to reach and
the great power plant of thia big
null, which was on that day giving em-
ployment to 6.600 persons.

In some of tha rooms reached by this
nab from the other mill tho overseers,
soeing what unrearonable and danger-
rusly axcited peopla they had to deal
with and to preavent their being nesaulted,
viggeated to their employees that they
~rop work and quietly leave the mill. This
=ns dane, with the resujt that thou-
~inds wera goon out in the street that
uns hatween the Wood and Aver mills.
lha leadera of the strike then turmed
their attention to the Ayer mill. They
foremd a massive gate off its hinges and
managed to get into some of the rooms
«f that mill, creating the same sort of
rvanic as in the other mills visited. Some
Joined them from this mill, but not many.

They soon came out of it and headed
Liack to the north side of the river, where
they bhad started from. When they
tenchad the Duck mill—the other three
mills visited belong to the American
Wonllen Company—the mob, then about
1,200 strong, tried to break in through the
big gates of that mill. Byt the gatea
withstond their efforts. Here a small
foroe of police made a determined stand.

A BATTLE AT A MILL'S GATES.

Thia foroe of police bravely faced all
thesa rtrikers, who were now worked up
tn & dangerous pitch by the leaders of the
mavernent, many of whom did not work
in any mill hut had been waiting for just
sirh an outbreak to join it.

loa, snowhalls, stioka of wood and any
aind of missile that came to hand wera
boarled through the windows of this mill
at the operatives, who oould be seen at
work. After keeping up this sort of
*Yiing for half an hour or so, taunting
tae policemen, who only numbered a
vound dozen, a rush was made at the
ittie band of representatives of law and

rder. Thoy withstood it bravely and
‘aying about vigorously with their clubs
iirove this big mob of men, many of them
srmmerdl with knivea, stilettos and revoly-
#ra, up the street and into their own
rilartar of the eity.

All this happened during the forenocon
of January 12, It waasosudren, no notioe
~{ anv kind from the regular organiza-

ion of workers having been given to the
mill nwnera of any intention to strike,
that even after this ominous raising of
the head of sabotage or “giving the boot,”
am the French syndicalists say in defining
the strike of a revolutionary, anarchistio
nd destruetive kind, few in Lawrence
tannght it would amount to much more
.an ordinary strikes of the past, wherein
o orpanized body of workers present in
orderly manner their demands, and
wn  representatives from both sides,
Jt'wr the usual amount of bargaining,
ach A settlement satisfactory to both
~lan

sinday came and with it & meeting in
w city hall at which Joseph Ettor,
airect from Brooklyn, was present. He
indn a flery arddress, jo the course of
which the ecity government, the State
finvernment and the national Giovern-
went were denounced as enemies of the
“arkingmen, fit only to be wiped out
! oxistence, along with capitalism, reli-
rion of all kinds, authority of all kinds.

In & word he avowed himsell an advo-
viite of the doetrine of “direct action,”
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Agents, Boston, New York,
Philadelphia, Baltimore,
Chicago, St. Louis,Char-

lotte, Atlanta.

William Whitman & Co., Selling

ARLINGTON, MILLS. Lawrence, Mass.
facture worsted tcps, worsted yarns, dress geeds
bleached and dyed. Our selling house is William

ARLINGTON MILLS,
Lawrence, Mass.

York, Philadelphia, St. Louis and Chicago.

We ccmb wool on commission, end manu-
and cotton yarns, grey, mercerized,
Whitman & Company, Boston, New

did not grant all the demands of the
strikers,
ETTOR, THE LEADER.
This is the man who took charge of the
strike in Lawrence the third day after its

was winning in ita way. He spoke Eng-
lish and Italian fluently. He soon had
all the aotive spirita in the strike believ-
ing in him absolutely and ready to do
hia alightest bidding.

From his entrance upon the ecene
terrorism of an undefined, widespread,
all pervasive kind epread throughout
the city. In a few davs more than 20,000
operatives were out of work, most of them
through sheer fear of the knives and
revolvers flourished by fo many of the
strikers and that inspired by the sinister
reporta industriously circulated of what
happened to “scabe.”

*As a large proportion of the mill oper-
atives in lLawrence, as in al! textile citins,
are girls from 15 years of ageupand wornen
it 18 easy to understand how eflective
such a reign of terror would be in keeping
them out of the mills.

Picket lines were gtretched all around
the mill district by the strikers and every
one that passed them on the way to work
in the morning had to bear the brunt of
scowling looks, opprobrious epithets and
the threats, *1 will kill yon.*

In the course of the second week hun-
dreds of windows were broken in the mills
and thousands of dollars warth of valuable
calico printing plates were ruined by draw-
ing files across the etched copper rolls.

The situation became ro threatening
with a great mob of 5,000 or more non-
English speaking people parading whers
they pleased around the city that the lceal
companies of the State militin were called
out to help the polica to preserve order,

THF. WORST RIOTING OF ALL.

The Monday morning beginning the
third week of the etrike the most gerious
rioting oeccurred. FEvery street car in
the city that was bearing workers to the
mills was stoned, the windows broken,

inception. He had a porsonality that'

clothes torn from their backs Fully
5,000 pereons were concerned it the attack
on the street cars ¢ ll over the city: 1t was
svidently a concerted move, cne deliber-
ately planned to add 1o the terror of the
inhabitants of the citvy and ta be looked
upon as a =tep toward even more serions
breaches of the Liberties of the pepcel e
inhabitania unless the demands of the
strike leaders were granted

The Governor's representative was in
the city and saw what ooccurred, When
he returned to the State House in Poston
| hiradvice vias the same ps that of theciy e
rulers and the iwadingeitcensaf ' pwronce
that a large additional foree of ralitia
was necded in L awrence at once,
. It was hurried here that verv night,
land by noon of. the next day there wern
‘rearly 2,000 militiamen in Lawrence, in-
teluding two troops of the State Cavalry

Quist reigned in Lawrence thenceforth
With the exception of a woman shot by
a rioter who aimed at a policeman and
la young Syrian who was accidentiy
Ihavenetted by a milittaman, there were
"o deaths 22 a resyl of the strike, whieh
at 1e heipgnt |.'ﬂ;\| YA .00 persons ot of
work, many of whem counld not under-
stand a word of English and to most of
whom English was not the language o
their native lund

This meagre death list must look start
| lingly smail to the readers of the sensa-
tional press. even to the readers of the
fairly conservative dails
| Lawrence
The papers wera so monono'ized day
after day, especially around New Tingland
iﬂnd New York, with great headimes
hlazoning forth some supposediy peps-
| tional fact recarding the groat sirike in
| Lawrence that unconsciously  most of
{ the readers of ‘the daily press ontsde of
| Lawrence imbibed the idea that it was a
| city whoae streets had been Lathed in
Ithe Dbload of hundreds of  sirikers
| slaughtered by a ruichless capital con-
! trolled militin. The very name of Law-
rence conjurad ur in their minds= a vision
jof a beleaguered city, ringed round by
the gleaming bayvonets of soldiers, one in
| which death stalked every minute and
i where paunt skeletons of men, wome n
| and chiidren strikers  hesieged  soup
{ kitehens for the scanty dole of sympa-
llhi?ihg contributors to their cause
! POLITICS IN THE STRIKE
\  Among the main reasons for hitting up
{the Lawrence strike in a sensational way
{is the common one of politics, the

preas ottsidge

the passengers driven out, their lunch | hane of the country on 8o many occasions,
hozes taken away from them and their | It iz a Presidential year and the tariff could

be hammerad

But hysterical nawapapars wera not
the main cause of the wideapread, per-
swiwtent and dialwlically clever w in
which the Lawrence strike was kepl be-
fore the publie all over the country and
in a manner calculaied to prejudice the
public not only against the mill owners
and city authoritien of Lawrence but
agningt our State and national govern-
mants and agninst !‘tlil government or
any regularly instituted authority.

hat was
the fact that the “direct action " socialista,

the belivvers like Ettor and Havwood |

in the doctrine of foree, the syndicahsts,
are anie to exert an overwhelming direct-
e fores on the Socialist party as it exists
to-day in this country
AN ANTI-S30CTALIST VIEW

They have hoodwinked the older, theor-
1zing, peace loving gocialists,
the wires now. ‘Therefore every
they made in
advanece the cause of opposition to the
nresent form of society, caleulated to
Lead 1o ats overthrow, was heralded in
cvery city in the Union where they con-
trol the socilistic societies as a great
step taken toward breaking the “slave’s
chams" that, according to them. still
bind the American workingman. Simul-
tanvonsly various socialistic and anarclin-
tie societies in Boston, New York, Chi-
San Pranciseo and dozens of smaller
eities woinld send resolutions to the lead-
e officials in their cities and States and
ther Representatives ain Congress and to
the newspapers, cailing attention to some
pow alleged arrociiy committed i Law-
renes by the pelice or the milihia or capi-
tahsts and demand'ng immediate action,
#ither in the way of denunciation or an
investigution by Congress

In the same way newspapers ail over
the country recaved letters demsanding

mowve

cago,

that Frtor aud Hoavwood be indorsad,
tha: the Lawrence mill owners be de-
nounesd  and something  done toward

dividing up the property of the country
amony; the “proleiariat,” the fuvorite
vord of the sociahsta, The sinikers in
the Lawrouceo mills who had only been
in the country #ix months or leas were
among the most ardent advocates of
Lttor's tdeas regaraing a division of the
wealth of the country

But in 2ll the great =ea of ink spread
over the miles of paper printed about the
Lawrence strike. inthe midst of all the vast
volume of fakes or panegyries of Ettor,
Haywood and other leaders from out of
the city, there was seldom a word of sym-

done and made possible by |

They pul' |

Lawrence calculated to

pathy for the numbers of workera who
wera marching gallantly to work morning
after morning in the face of threats,
assaults, curses, tearing of clothes, throw- |
ing of pepper in their eves, stoning of
their homes when they happennrd to Tive
in any eparsely settled portion of thecity.

If it had not been for the militia they
would not have dared to go to work, for
they certainly would have heen murdered,
if the temper shown by the rioters before
the militin was strengthened was given
free rein by the opportunity a lack of

pelice and militia wonld have aforded.

Yesa, one will search the papers of the big |
citied that gave o large amount of space to |
the Lawrence strike in vain for any kindly
reference to these workers, who returned

day when it was shown that the murder- |
ous mob spirit was held in leash by
play of military and police foree.

| posit,

h ¥ ' hav v illions more,
in increasing numbers 1o their work every | have several mill

the dis- ,
| of the real

Their averags pay is much higher, being

tor all the mill workers, including women |

and minors and excluding the salaried
men in the mills, 80.20 weak. The aver-
age vearly income of the workingman
ihe country over is, according to Congoess-
man Berger, Socialist, $476. ) r
yvearly income of the mill operatives of
awrenece, aceording to the United States
consus of 1010, is $478.40, go that it isslightly
higher than the average wages the country
over.

WORKERS WITO ARE NOT RADLY OFF,

In the savings banks of Lawrence,
which are mainly patronized hy the mill
operatives, there is  $20,000,900 on de-
The cooperative savings banks

One quarter of the real estate of Law-
rence i3 owned by mill operatives or
former mill cperatives, and the valuation
rstate of Lawrence is well

BYMPATHY FOR THE OB TECT OF THE STRIKE. | bevond the $53,000,000 mar|

It +hould be understood, though, that
Lawrence people as a whole, clergymen,

There is no brighter In-lkinr:. mara 1up-
to-date looking industrial city in the eoun-

business men, profes:ional men, in fact | try than Lawrenee with its 85,000 peonle,

all classes, were heartiiy in svmpat v

with the attempts of the mill workers 101

woarn iy

got an increase in wages. Theve
fact eolidly with them untii they saw the
dangerously desirmetive and subyver o
nature of the socieiy that had assum
f‘hr"‘;:n of the strilin

They would hove nothing to do with 1t i
any more than any men in any city will|
have anvthing todo with it il they 1«
in the opposite to anarchy. Bu they i
no! desert the cause of the mill anerat

When tnose onrside of Masencl
understand that the mills of this
under a law passod las veas,
only filtv-four hours o wenl

same kmd of mills 10 New [1a
and other Srates may work firts
hours a we and 1 New York

some other States sixty honrs a weel, |
running exaetiv the saome kind of machin-
ery, the handicap winein Massachygsior
mills labor under whon thers s ponntiona
labior lav inay be casily understood,

Not onlv is Loawrence no o blood soaked
city or adyvnnmiie riddied city bat it 1= not
a bankrupt ¢ity and noi a ety of working'
peopls without bank aceounts

A United States Senator - Poindexter
in disenasing Lawrenos in the national
capital the other duay said he conld not
gea how the people of Lawrence could
have any bank accounts on an average
wage of six dollirs a week., Well, ther’
do not bave bank accounts on six dollars
a wee, which he sgaid was the avera
wages paid in the mills in

=

“n the last ten year period it

tectilo

Csocial era by o eatacivem

e |
Lawrence, i

mudle a
41 per cent, gain in population. Perbaps it
eained ton rapidly. Perhaps there wasn't
time for a proner assimilation of the newv-
comars from Europe.  Porhaps the mills

care to hlame for encouraging too rapid an

influx of peonls from parts of Europe and
Acin Minae whava there has been no chanes
to aeqire skill that will be heloful in the
induatries, with the conseqient
rasnlt that tha labar market iz giutied
with un=killed and consequently poorly
paid labor

Bat perciianee the steamship companies
have done more taan they ought in stime
lating immigration.  in eithor eve the
immigration bnreau shonld take notioe

But Lawrenoe was 08 prosperois, po-

:f:r'vﬂ-n'.'-- and contented as any manuiae-

turing city in the United Siates aniil the
svndicalista tried to gove birth to a new
1o bhir Starten
n Lawrenee,  lta ehurches and scehools,
cyvmen and professic I men
hudiness men and workinemen, were doine
s rood work as in any o'her ety of Qts
kind aud are now as revdy and eaper
to o abead and do more and betier worls

It shaonld alao ba remerabercd 1hat the
many races now  n l,l“'['l'n"" are nist g8
capable of Turnishing goosd materis

s olar

races in anv American ey in the couniry
Thozo of thom who foll for the el
of the syodicalists are simpiv the yvietims
of misplaced confidence Fhov cin
taught better

The average !

l for!

CAmerican citizenship as the many difevent

H
THE HERDER'S RISKS.
Fle No Longer Finde Unlimited

Range==One Storm May Bring Nain.

In the great sheep States of the Far
West the business of sheep raising and
wool growing has emerged from chao#’
system. Conditions are changing rapd
and sheep men recognize that thess
changes are inevitable. It ia no longer
possible for a flockmaster to find uf-
:Iimirod free range. Nanchers have takPn
lnrn moat of ths water and a great deal pf

the grazing land is converted inteo “drf”
[farms. 1In the national forests, which age
(utilized chiefly as summer ranges, s o
| the mountains, the sheap man must pgy
[tribute for the privilege of grazing gn
i Unele Sam's land

| Thess conditions being rm'ngnirw.
| the sheap mon hava roached the conclh-
' ®ion that thoy must-do more winter fm’~
Ling and depend less on the kindneas &f
I nature to bring them through a hafd
iwinter with any sort of a profit.  Mufh
(alfalla is boing raised on tha me n
{#hoeap ranch and the sheep are fed ondt
during tha months when drought halfs
sway upon the ranges. One of the t
;Mnmpla-n of the mareh of progress in tRo
| wool industry is in the matter of shearing.
wkhich formerly was done in a slipsh@d

fashion, Now thers are chearing &M-

tians i the communities where nlmp

ralsing 1= un important industry. | At
shearina time the sheep ara movel to thesa
stations, which are g sheds supplied
sith machinery, A or more of
workers, skillad mon armed with machine
driven knives, «irip the fleeces from tha
sheapin much less time than could be done
by the old method,  Thess sheep shaagers
are generally paid by the fleece anfl a
akillod waorker can make 45 or &10 a day,
Thesa shoaring erews hogin in Arizona
and Now Mexicn in the earvly spring
work northward, finishing their work
| Wyoming or Montann in May, Many
s them even go bovowd and enter Cana
hafora (v s work is comploted, w
Witk changing conditions comes th
naasing of Lo old time nomadic eh
Ih@.'(lm'. who  wnee went from ran
to range uninolested. This man, who &
gradually passing, is heing succoeded b
a eclass of men who have the handling
sheep down to o seientifie point. The e
tine idon of the she horder no longe
ih..ld_« e nodern herdeor mast  be
Psiinled man, ile commands high wa
and moany of them gave enonugh to start
flocls of their own,  Many of the prezen
day cihwen Kinegs cpent their apprentice
Ldays as nerders. Tae old time custon
of placing one men in charge of a floe
the o ehanged, This has been abolis
bw luw i many States.  In Wyoming
flockmaster mus! have two herdors to
flock. This law was pasend because ar
manv secidents Lappened to lane shesy
Werders, aecidents that might hava baen
avodiad hed an assistant been  on Iil"

Aeore

400yl

storm in winter,  Desnite all precanti
I i3 apt to walie up some morning and find
that a blizzard hes wiped out hia entire

ek Perhaps his horders have delayed
a day or 8o too long 1 bringing down
the sheep from the summer ranges in the
mountains,  Much of the summer grazing
i above tne timber line on the very sem-
mits of the miin peaks of the Rockfes
These penks are generadly coversd with o
short thick grass and afford exeollent pas-
turaze.  But the season is short and the
snows are not gone nntil June and ars
ofien likely to begin acain in September

In addition tao his oiher qualities the
harder must he a weather prophet
herder who keeps his flock above tha tim-
ber line after September 1 42 rapiine
risli, often 4 grea* risk. Yer this = often
for thae gheop have done vell oy the
rich grass, and it 1< nitura! for the herder
towish totike full sedvantase of the sn
e ree i ‘iisns the fizat storm

Bt
of the seqsan desconds on the moun® ain

tonand tweirailsoradeep with snow. Tl ™

shoep sirdgerte vainle down the mamtajs ¢
side. Some of them fall into olafis in t .
roch s, hut mo< perish in the deon snow,
When sheen Yiringg from &850 1o $42
aniece Lhe lexs of a single focek numbering
one or twe thoasend in such g fashion s
Bkely to brine pyin (o the owner.  As high
i 50 per eont of the flocks on the Red
Desert v Weoming have been wipsd ot
during the conrse of a hard winter, Gepe;
org v ane starm Lite in the season doss
the work . Tne sheop may have wintered
well and April finds the owner with &
lston of ¢ neat profit. Bt a blizzard
happens plng and stalls e cheep far

out on the rang»
i i
Y. M. €, A, in Southern M Towab!
The prowih of the Y, M, O, A, mnve-
ment in Southern mlil towns has bherd?
foature of the last year. In connec-
tion with many cotton mil's =yccena-

il

ithelr number and scope

agsociations pre in operatlon and
are constantly
of paternalisim
work,

bowdies

increasing,  An ab=e
feature of

of the

H D the condugs,
vion heing edr
tirely in charge of the members whp
i are operatives in the miils,

'

this

wa
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! vinlence, a believer in the philosuphy

foree, for he proclaimed time and
1epin, avparently tryving to drill it into
a brain tihre of his hearers, that “he |
“he hpa foree on his side han the law nn[
w sde * Hae also advoecated destroy- |
lug she machinery of enployers lhﬂl

e

We manufacture Cotton Goods |
, and Worsted Dress Goods., Our ‘
! sell ng house is Lawrence &
Company ol Boston,

Pacific

Lawrence,

OFF

78 Chauncey Street |
BGoston, Mass. |
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