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GREATEST OF AIR RACES FROM PEKIN TO PARIS

Aviators Getting Ready for a Spectacular Flight of 8,000
Miles Across Asia and Europe — Obstacles to Be
Overcome and Dangers to Be Encountered
in Regions Far From Civilization
|

OST apectacular of all air races is
that planned for next Septem-
& ber. It will be the longest of

all contesta between airships,
the most dangerous, the most impressive.
Just consider the fact that it is to begin in

The itinerary included the German terrl- |

tory. Prince Borihese in an Itala car
was the winner in the contest, which at
the tine wig regarded as one of the most
sensational races ever atterapted. It is
' now planned to have the air route patrolled

Pekin and to end in Paris, that it is to'by automobiles, with gasolene stations

cross regiona entirely unexplored a few
years ago and still little known to-day
The course is 8,000 miles long,  Starting
from Pekin, the aviators will cross China,
siberia, Furope. They will fiy
territory inhabited Ly people who have
never heard of a flying machine and to
whom & white man is i curiosity. The
obstacles are so great that the first im-
pulse is to say that it is imposaible.
ao daring and so wonderful are

along the route to provide supplies both |

for the cars and the weroplanes
The wagnitude of the undertaking has
aroused  tha  Kkeonest intorest among

over those interested in dyving tn this country

and it 15 probabla that soma American
Qe

aviator may bw amoug the entrants, as
there are o n'uabwr who drive French

| machines,

But |
the | house, associate editor of the Rulletin

In discussing the race Henry Wood-

achievements of the aviators that it is | of the Aero Clib of America, said

not prudent to pronounce any feat of
flying impossible.

“The Pekin-Paris aeroplano race (s &
stupendous undertaking. ‘This {s the

Both in distance and in the obstacles | last word of the national movement
to be surmounted the project of the |to make France the absolute leader of

Pekin to Paris race is a great advance | #viation,

It was organized to a great

over all the contests that have tiken|extent to outdistance Germany, whose

place so far.
a Paris newspaper, Le Matin. The pros-
pect is that the race will have the lurgest
number of entries of any of the great
contests.

The greatest difficulties involved in this
race do not come entirely from the long
distance to be covered. One of them is
that the suitable landing places along the
route are few and fur Letween ‘Then
while it may be possible (o establish sup-
ply depots along the Trans-Siberian
Railroad, it is yet to be seen whether
physical and atmespheric conditions are
suitable for flying along that special
route.

The aviators who took part in the Paris-
Madrid, the Paris-Rome and the European
and British circuits last year found that
it is by no means casy to follow railroads.
Tho best time to fly is in the early morning
from 4 o'clock to # o'clock. Then the
air is calm and the atmosphere even.
Later the sun heats tte soil and creates
hot air columns which, rising. bring about
what I8 known as Swiss cheese condi-
tions. That ix, the aviator encounters
patches of air of different densities, which
increages the difficulties of fiving. DPut
in the early mcrnings mist and fog often
rereen the railroad and one can fly only
by compass.

Notwithstanding the many difficulties
of the Pekin-Paris course the contestants
will not be lacking. There are 1,000
licensed aviators in France at present
and while the great majority will tind it
beyond their means to defray the ex-

It is being organized by | Plans include fourteen big eventa to be

held this summer. ‘That explains why

TaC®

penses of the countest, there are at least
one dozen constructors and 1060 aviators |
who can afford to take part im the race
and will do o for the prestige it will give,

While there are enthusiasts who believe
that the flight can be accomplished,
there are others who ure
that the obstacles are
overcome
the conditions think that the ignorance
and superstitions of the population of
parts of China would materially add to

of the opinion

1o great to be

Some who are fumiliar witht

Tanuterw
who {lew
jo~ two
hours &4 &

eed ©§% 1%
3:.‘;1,5 a7 hoavy

*Itis to be hoped 1 a0 o omatie stabil-
fzers will be n<ed during the contest—
‘ they would help greatly to make it a sue- |
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of mattresses set up at the edge of the
The start of the European circuit, which

landing place on the Puy de Dome,so that
the machine would not run off. On this | occurred about & month later, was nuurrs
trip Renaux took along a companion. by three fatalities, two of the aviators

Capt. Thomas S. Baldwin, the firet nvl-l being burned to death in their mahiyes

ator to give exhibitions in the Orient, ie | There were 62 alrmen in this contest
of the opinion that any airman who takes | The crowd of epectators was « lirss
part in the race will find plenty of obstacles 1 that its control was beyond the combined
to be overcome. He says the hostile | efforts of the troops and the police
attitude of the inhabitants in parts of| The German circuit, which wus hajd
{ China would imperil the life of any flier 'almost simultaneously. etarted with 1,
who landed among them.. He also thinks airmen, ® actually finishing ‘Tt thres
the atmospheric and geographical con- | winners, Koenlg, Wolmuller and Buch.
ditions will present obtsacles not en-| ner, each carried apassenger throughoy
ocountered in other big eventa. Although the race, the distance of which: wus 111
Capt. Baldwin bas made mgh.'.numootollmllu The last of the lung distance
the treaty ports in China he would not ven- | contests of 1011 was the Britich circuir
ture into the interior territory. which was considered by exjperts as the
On his first trip to the Orient about two | most successful A radical departure
years ago he took along Bud Mars and Wwas that the oontestants were not al.

and dowa I fell. It was not fiying. It
was falling. It was terrible.”

At another time after alighting he
lay down to rest on some ruge in a tent;
but it was not many nofinutes before he
heard faint, distant cheering. In an
instant he was on his feet. “Vedrines!
Vedrines!® the crowd was shouting.

A moment later Vedrines had landed.
Vedrines's first words were “How long?”
as he looked at Heaumont's monoplane
reposing on the grass. When he heard
the reply, “Thirty minutes,” his next
word was “Petrol,” -and he prepared
to continue the struggle. When asked
about his voyage he held up his hands and
exclaimed:

“Mon Dieu! I have been blanketed
in clouds so I could not see ten metres
ahead. [ have been drenched by rain
that cut my face. I have been pelted
with hailstones as big as this (and he
measured the length of a thumb nail);
I have been tossed about until I was
| mick,”

Ten minutes later he was off again
sailing after Beaumont. This is the
story of the race in which Beaumont
led throughout and was [rantically pur-
sued by Vedrines, whose humming motor

+ Route 0§ the Pekin-Paris seroplane {lifht

the perils of the undertaking. Thev think
that if by mischance an wvia should
drop into a village or town in certan
parts of the empire Le would ot have
much show of getting away with hs hfe

1or

In planning the race French patrictism |

and French military sentiment huve nor
been overlooked; in fact the international

character of the contest has bheen same- |

what sacrificed to meet the demuands of
French patriotism. Pilotsof allnationscan
compete, but only Irench built machines
built by a French concern may be entered
it is also stipulated, evidently to prevent
foreign firms from opening up shops in
Prance, that concerns building airships
for the race must have been established
prior to January 1 last

On the itinerary Germany has been
carefully avolded. Two reasons are given
for this. One is that the Wright putents
are still in litigation in Germany and the
other is that Germany has planned four-
teen aerial evente to ba held during the
summer, which brings in the cloment of
rivalry.

Total Prizes of $31,000.

The total prize money is 331,000, The
prize for the winner 13 $20,000, and there

|
1
|

on the ttinerary of the race the crossing
of German tervitory is carefully avoided
and why foreign machines are excluded,”

Daring Fliers in Plenty.
Mr. Woodhouse [« confilent that the
number of enteies will be Largo and that
every big Fronch manufactarer will busy
hiteself i building an adeguate machine
fur the event
“Blériot, whose pilota won first plice
in eicht big races ™ he said, *including
the Paris-Kome aud ths Luropean and
Riritish circuits, 1014 me during his recent
Visit hiers thuat he would enter saveral
machines, und ho seemed to consider
it the best kind of investment
“There are o number of constructors
in Franco to.day who are sorry that they
did not take part in the cirenits last vear
At the time 1t seemed purely o gamble,
and it was t9 this extent, that as there

| Wete only one or two prizes only one or

are four other prizes, one of $5,000 and '

threa of $2 000 each, o that the first five
to reach Paris will receive prizes. Should
nona of the pilote make the whole run

the sum of $10,000 will be awarded to the !

saviator who makes the greatest distance
under certain conditions, At leust five
ontries must be received before June 1o
in order that the contest rhall take place,

Control stations will be organized at
Pekin, Irkutsk, on lLake Buikal, at Oms
and at other points in Asia, and at Moscow,
Warsaw, Vienna, Trieste, Genoa, Avignon,
Dijon and Paris. Repairs can ba made
en routn. The different purts of the aero-
plane are stamped officially at the start
and at least two of these parts mus. re-
main in place at the finish. T'he start
takes plare from Pekin on September 1
at 1.\. M. and the winie: misst reacl
Plru‘hofnru midnight on November 1,
allowing two months for the air Jjourney,

It was in 1007 that Le Matin org nized
@B sutomobile race from P )

two could win and the rest had to bear '

the expenses without any returns, But
when the vear closed and Blériot, Morane-
Borel, Deperdussin and u few others sold
machines on the strenpth of good show-
ings made in the cirenits, these others had
reason to regret their lack of foresight,
“Thers are any number of aviators

who are daring enough to undertake'

the feat. For instance, there are Begu-
ment, winner of the Paris-Rome race
and the Europeun sand British circuits
Vedrines, winner of tha Paris-Madrid
race; Renaux, of Puy de Dome fame;
Helen, who made the fourteen hour
record in the Michelin cup contest;
Charles Weyman, winner of the Gordon
Bennett cup race in 1911; Frey, who wus
a contestant in the Paris-Home race;
Fourny, who made a duration flight of
over eleven hours; (obe, whose flight
covered 400 miles; Garros, who made
an altitude record in an ascension of
12,628 feet; Maurice Tubutean, who holds
the speed record on given distances, and
others,

"Mowt of these airmen have means of
their own or can find rich men to back
them to the extent of $10,000, the minimum
sum required to cover the cost of taking

ekin Lo Puris, | bart in the contest,

Controls

Unfortunately most of the
ere brave and objeet that 1o win withouat
peril 18 to triumph without glory.  That
=pirit has eost puany lives and has ereatoed
& publie sentiment against aviation "

It poes without saving that Vedrines
will head the list nnless he is elected
Deputy. He was the first entrant.  As
soon us he heard of the contest he ealled
up the organizers and very earnesily
announced that he was going to win the
race, ‘The organizers told him that they
had no doubt abont it and would be glad
to hand him the tirst prize on his arrival
at Paris, meantime they thought it might
be u good idea for him (o enter his name
He had overlooked the formality of en-
tering:.

His eagerness to he ready for this race
is in part responsible for his recent acei-
dent, it having spurred him into using

s avintors

moro powerful motors without proper fire and another of my evlinders became e
truining  But he i3 well again, and far uscloss, This time | was compelled to And <
from being cured of his mania for speed alight and almost at onee. 1 had hardly | The 8 ™MON<T,

he is again aftor the mukers of the Deper- |

duesin monoplane, trving to get them to
cut down wing surface and add motor
power, so that he can beat his 104 miles
an bour record.

Race Fever in the Air.

Beaumont, the winner of tho Parjs-
Rome race and the Furopean and British
cireuits, will no doubt compete upainst
Vedrines.  Mr. Blériot said he could not
ask him to pilot a Blériot monoplane,
becauss Beaumont's fame has  raised
his rates bevond the reuch of aven Blériot.
Mr. Blériot doubted whether Beaumont
would consider an offer of 100,000 francs
for the engagement,

But Beaumont is @ sporisman and may
do it for the sake of the thing. YFor he
is subject to what he calls race fever, In
his story of his thres big Gights he gives
many instances of how that fever affected
him, of which the following is & sample
It was during the first leg of the Puris-
Rome race,
of the spark plugs of the engine got dirty
and failed to act. ‘The sequel he relates
a8 follows:

“l am cumpelled to fly with six cylin.
ders instead of seven. | would have

L]

Iie wan in the air when one |,

lluu in the hills were great deeps.

marked thud ¥ o)

]
alightad to see Yo it, but the ground did
not seemn to be suitahle for the purpose. |
Besides, Garros was about half a mile in
front of me fving as fast &4 he could "
Behind me five thonoplanes threatened |
to overtake me. ‘
“I was overcome hy that all compelling
fooling® which nmight be ealled the race
fever and might be deseribed as a special
state of mind in which cares, fears and |
phy=ical pain vanish and make r(»uml
for a mad desire to fly faster and still
faster. Sometimes the race fever getting
the better of s leads to vietory, at other
times it is the causo of our failure,
becauss it overrnles  our  judgment
and makes us loss our presence of
mind
“It
regiehnd
1,060 foot

wis in those conditions that 1
Melun, flyving at a height of
Hoere oceurresd o fresh ml!.*-4|

time to ch ose a field which looked to e

(a8 if it had been |'!o-;lr’n(l of ita l.m.r\'u-n(. the ﬁ.,-gté-"h
LOn landing | discovered my mistake too

late' it war o lucerne tield and the plants | Cutc wit coevrae d «m
{were so high and so strong that they | T"":u‘mph
|reached up to the chassis and might
| have caused me to capsize.”

The campetition of Vedrines and Beau- | was alwavs within an earshot. The
mont in the flight around Great Hrllainlprim WS iru-,lm.

furnished one of the most thrilling spec-
tacles in the history of the sport. Beuu- |
mont had the advantage by reason of bhis | This is what flving men call air intoxl-
military trainingz.  He reads his maps (cation. Often airmen confess the danger
| better; when they failed he knew how { of the game, but say it is like a game of
{to ume the compass; and when he came | poker--one always elings to the hope of
| to the ground he could speak English. He | winning.

{said in describing Lis experiences in| Renaux, who is known in Kurope as one
the race from Carlisle 1o Manchester: of the most intrepid of fllers becuuse of
“My engine was wrong from the start. his flight from Paris 1o the top of the
It would not pull; yet always I had to | Puy de Dome, undoubtedly will carry a
he mounting and mounting to clear the passenger in the Pekin-Paris race, as he
blue hills I conld wea in advance. ‘But has done on other occasions. Now that
sho must pull,’ 1 said. “There is Ve« the lutest fliers are equipped withyspeak-
drines.”  Bo we ket on. g tubes a  pussenger would greatly
“The mountaing came. T was  not Lpelieve the loneliness of sueh a fMight
ifty feer over their top. 1 thought | The achiwvement of Renauy is |\;unr:h--l
whould touch them. 1 looked for a place as one of the most remarkal o on record
{to drop; but there wus no place. Below  because of the scant landing wpace avail-
[ Intable. Other aviators had attemptad the
one | came across an air pocket. Nown | feat, but bad met with failure, Morane,

wWimmner O

Special Danger in China

Tod Shriver. Both Capt, Baldwin and lowed to change machine or motor during
Shriver were presented with medale in the race

the various countries. In China Capt.| [D discussing these events a writer re.
Baldwin said at first the natives re-|cently said a map of Europe traced with
garded his machine as some sort of toy lines for all the aeroplane ecircuits and
and thought that by winding it up it |races that have taken place would look
would fly. The Chinese were greatly like a spider web and France would look
astonished when they saw the captain|like a tine screen. *And that is why Eu.
mount his *toy” and drift away into the  rope is 80 much ahead of Americaus in
air, aviation,” he added.

No lesa striking were his experiences in| But this country has awakened and
the Philippines, where the natives planned a big circuit of 1,810 milns to 1w
swarmed about him and regarded his started from Chilcago next September
machine with wonder and luporluuon.llt is international in chargcter, and it is
They were not sure whether it was a 'probable that some of the crack fliers
dream or an invention of the devil. Would from the other side may be induced ta
he go up in it? they wanted to know.|come over and try for the prize money,
He assured them he would. there being $:5,000 for -the first winner

*Me go if you go,” said a chief named | This first step s significant, and i t may
Cabagan. not be long before America too can hoast

He took his seat beside the captain |of a crisscross aerial map.
and never turned a hair when he was
;lrr::d up 2,000 féet h:ito oo Forhis NEW YORK PEARL DIVER:
urther amusement figure eight, wvol- . ; . — s
planes and spirals were performed, but ‘Hullo. Mike, working?" was the salu.
the chief sat like & statue, showingno fear '2100 addressed by one seedy lookin:

Y individual to another of about the sann

of smoon, pattern who was seated on a bench in
Fatalitles in Conguests. U!.l.it{n Square. L

Although Capt. Baldwiu says the Pekin- |, I:Ethln doin’,” was the answer, ol
Paris flight looks like a bard proposition, , \°"ed by & long recital of unfortunats
he thinks in yiew of the fact that so much | e:!:nenm. i G
has been accomplished by aviators that . ° 0 more pearl diving for me.* wa:
it is not wise to say that the thing cannot e first t-peuke:'. & comment and his a
be done. As an illustration he cited the Pedrance so belied euch an occupatio
| transcontinental flight from New York that the curiosity of the third man oo u
{to Ban Francisco, which was looked b"‘,'l'.'.;h was aroused. ; o
upon as un impaasible feat by the most o e man addressed as Mike soon s
experienced aviators in this country.' wearily away, and t:t}dpr cover of 4
Then aloug came Calbruith Rodgers, an | l’equwt for a light the third man move.
inexperienced airman, to prove that it up into his vacant seat and found it easr
oould be done. to make the acquaintance of Mike's friend

*It takes these young daredevils,”| -0 84id Mike's friend, when discrs
said the Captain, "todo big things. They :qw.:" \mn'do &8 to Mike's
are not fully conscious of the danger and  *°%: “No. Mike don't look BHILE
they are spurred on by youthful en- ::“l' and the nserest e ever gets ta
thusiasm to attempt feats that a more b::: are 'hl"’ oyster shells ‘l{“" Y j
logical man would not undertake.” ck on the dishes he handles. H

These long distances flying races h"ijusl. a plain dishwasher known aniong
pot been accomplished without accidents, | mfxt:;:::m“’: ,"l"? & ”"'L“,r‘] tdl\ %
but strange as it may seemn the propor- | 1 . S (;"-],“ _a ; ;l nlc it an AT
tion of mishaps is not as great as in ordi- | : gu_au yes, .ﬂn, if you think it an »a
paryevents. The Paris-Madrid race on its job just try it for one day in any restat-

: rant on the avenue. LEasy enou.l!

frst day was marked by a tragedy, the | o o job, but twelve hours a day, oftan

thirteen, stundiug over a tub of Lo
is no joke.
| “If work slackens there i alwavs a
handy tub of potatoes to peel or ol
to carry, or a thousand aud one other
things that fall to the Jot of the hajples
| dishwasher.
| A man rarely stavs on a job mora
than & week. Then he is missing and
out goes the banner, as they call the dist-
| washer wanted’ sign. Hundreds of med
in New York make a reguler praciic:
| of starting out at an early hour aud wals-
ing the streets lookiug for thess sijms
“That's the only good thiug
the business; you can always vet a )
{and at tho end of the day you can alway»
et 25 cents advanced for bed mone?
| Thia drawing system though 1s whi
|keeps 4 man on the bum, Maybe he
| draws half a dollar every night and »wends
it; then what has he left as the balanes
{of his week's pay, which is usualiv $°
*1 have known one or two men Wi
have held such a job down year i unl
mr out and saved several hundred do-
i . One man | worked with in a Bow:
| ery restaurant could always change
! $10 bill for the boss. This man, besides
| bis regular wages, had the privilese ©
{selling” the scraps for dogmeat and 11
| UI{' way made $3 or $4 extra every week.
| Yes, 1 have known all kinds of me!

I
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Vadart anm Two - Scateda Acnoplane,

—

French Minister of War, M. Berteaus,|: -soldier
being killed by u falling machine. The :-?)llt:‘;o h,‘;'.-'.‘ﬁﬁi',’..:‘;ﬂ?ﬁ“ff?'ﬂ harion
specticls wan witnesssd by 50,000 speu- | for one reason or 'snnrhqur down and ot
tators On the same acoldent Antuine | Take it from me that for a man "','““'
Monis, French Premier and  Ubpleasant lix kitchenwork ofTers d redc
Minister of the Interior, was urinu-ly' chauce to make a wiake. [ts

s or W man to cateh ¢ :
{Injured. It wus fIrst the intention toi{,"": ﬁ':g':“g“; cases whers catchins

call off the race, but Premier Moals in. | at t straw has Legn the Legnudi
sivted that it should go on. Train' the :! &‘tur d.l!l-'“ - {
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