
GREATEST OF AIR RACES FROM PEKIN TO PARIS
Aviators Getting Ready for a Spectacular Flight of 8,000

Miles Across Asia and Europe Obstacles to Be
Overcome and Dangers to Be Encountered

in Regions Far From Civilization
spectacular of nil air races Is

MOST planned for next
It will Ik the longest of

all contests between airships,
the most dangerous, the most Impressive.
Just consider the fact that It U to liegin In

Pekin and to end in Paris, tliut It Ih to
cross regions entirely iint?splorMl a few along route to provide supplies
years ago and still little known for cars and the

The course is S.ooo miles lone Starting
from Pekin, the avlatois will cross China.
Siberia. Europe. They will fly over
territory inhabited by ieople who have
never heard of a flying machine and to
whom a whito man is u curiosity. The
obstacles are bo great that the first Im-

putes is to say that it Is Impossible. Hut
so daring and wonderful ure the
achievements of the aviators that it is

not prudent to pronounce any feat of
flying Impossible

Both in distance and In the obstacles
to bo surmounted the project of the
Pekin to Paris race is a great advance
over all tne contests inai nave iim-- n

place bo far. It Ih being organized by
a Paris newspaper. !--e "'"''' np pros-

pect Is that the race will have the lurgest
number of entries of any of great
contests.

Tho greatest difficulties involved In this
race do not come entirely from the long
distance to lw covered. One of them is

that the suitable landing places along tho
route aro few and far Then
while It may lx possible to establish (tup-pl- y

depots alow; tho Trans-Siberia- n

Railroad, it U yet to l seen whether
physical and atmospheric conditions are
suitable for flying along that special
route.

Tho aviators who took part in the Paris-Madri-

the Park-Hom- e and the European
and British circuits lust year found that
it is by no means easy to follow railroads.
Tho best time to fly U the early morning
from 4 o'clock to o'clock. Then the
air is calm and the atmosphere even.
Later the sun heats tbe and creates
hot air columns which. ruing, bring about
what is known as Swiss cheese condi-

tions. That is, the aviator encounter.!
patches of air of different densit'ep. which
increases the dlfltcullles of flying. Hut

in the early mornings mist and fog often
r.creen tho railroad and one can fly only
by compass.

Notwithstanding the many difficulties
of the Pekin-Par- is course the contestants
will not le lacking. There are 1.000

licensed aviators in France at present
and while tho greut majority will tlnd It
beyond their means to defray the ex-

penses of the contest, there aro at least
ono dozen constructors and imi aviators
who can afford to take irt it,the race
and will do so for the tiretice it will give.

While there are enthusiast.-- ; who believe
that the flight can be accomplished, ,

there are others who are of the opinion
that tho obstacles are too great be
overcome. Some who are familiar with
the conditions think that the ignorance
and Miperstitlons of the population of
parts of China would materially udd to
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the perils of the undertaking. They think
that if by mischance an aviator
drop Into a village or town In rert.iin
parts of thv empire ho would not have
much bhow of getting away with life

In planning the race French
and French military sentiment have no'
been overlooked; In fact tho intoni.it iotri
character of the contest has been some-
what sacrificed to meet tho demands of
French patriot ism, Pilots of a II nations can
compete, but only French built machine

It.l...: mo hand
foreign firms from opening up chops in
Yrance, that concerns building airships
for race must havo been established
prior to January 1 last.

On the itinerary Germany has been
carefully avoided. Two reasons given
for this. One is that the Wright patents
ore still in litigation in Germany ami tho

imiy well
teen aerial events to during
slimmer, which brings In the element of
rivalry.

Total Prhes of
The total prize money is J3I,0(n), The

prie for the fso.ono, and there
are four other prizes, one of tl.ooi
three 12 000 each, so that the
lo reach Paris will recelto prizes, should
non of the pilots make tho whole run
tho sura or will awarded to the
aviator who makes the greatest dintanco
under certain conditions. At least live
entries must received before til.

order that the contest take place.
Control stations will organized ut

Pekln, Irkutsk, on Iiko Baikal, at Oms
and at other points in Ahla, and at Moscow,
Warsaw, Vienna, Trieste, Genoa, Avignon,
Dijon and Paris. Itepnirs can made
en route. The different parts of the aero-plan- e

are officially at the start
and at least two of these parts mils, ro- -
ma
tak

Paris
allowing

The Itinerary Included the German lorrl- - f It l to liopd tl.a' nitom.itlu stabll
tory. rtituo llorghese In an Itala izers will be ued
was the winner In the contest, which at
the time wim regardod as ono of thu incut
sensational races over attempted. It Is
now planned to have the air route patrollod
by automobiles, with gosolotio stations
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roplanes.
The of the undertaking has

arou-e- d tho kenest. Interest, among
those Inteiextnd in flying in this country
and It is probahlt thai home American
aviator may among the entrants, as
there a number who drive French
machines.

In discussing tho rnro Henry Wood-hotiK- e.

associate editor of tho RulMin
of tho Aero Club of America, said

"The I'eklti-Pari- s aeroplane race Is a
stupendous undertaking. his is the
last word of the national movemont
to make Franco tho absoluto leader of
aviation. It wai organized to a great
extent to Germany, whose
plans Include fourteen big events to be
held tills summer. 'I hat explains why
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and why foreign inachiii--s ' peril is to triumph without That
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number of entries l,e largo ami Hint
every big French niamifaet jier will busy
him-e- lf in building un adequate machine
fur the event.

"HMriot. whose pilots won first place
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It goes without haying that Vedrines
will head the list unless is elected
Ueputy. He was the fln-- t entrant.
hoon as ho heard the contest called
up the and very earnestly
announced that was going to win the
race. 'Hie told him that thv
hud no doubt about and would gluduu ewuemiy 10 cimms. (luring Ills to h m ll.--ht nri.o on arrlvnl Letter of us lewis tn vietore. uf other
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His eagerness to bo ready for this race
is in part for bis recent acci-
dent, it having spurred him into using
moro powerful motors without proper
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f two rest Had to bear.1 from being cured mania tpeed alight almost at 1 114111any But is again after the the Deper- - i h which looked to
w t lie year closed and Mornne- - ilnnsln iri,in i i i . i
Bond, a tow others wild if. down win i unrfnoa urn I

' l.r. .t. . ..i . "on i ue sireiigtn oi good miow. power, to that he can beat 101 miles
made in tlie circuit, these others had un Uour record,

j reason to rcgrot their luck or
"There are any number of aviators 3CC Fccer in the Air.

naring enough to undertake tho winner or I'aristne leal, t or instance, there are llrvini. Ilymm nnrl tl,n ,i n;.i.,i.- ....w ..... .... u,u.(, .. .ii. ,., mnnmont, of the race , circuits, will no doubt compete ugainst
and the and British circuits; V.slrlues. Mr. Bleriot said ho could not

CTjiiiies, winner oi inn I'aris-.Madrl- d ask liim to pilot a Bleriot
race; Benailx, of Puy de Dome fame; because fame has rnlwlHelen, who made the fourteen hour rates beyond the reach of even
record in tho Miehclin cup contest; ; Mr. Bleriot doubted whether Beaumont
Lharles Weyman, winner of tho Gordon , would consider an offer of 100,000 francaBennett cup race in 1911; Frey, who was for the
a contestant in tho race; But Beaumont is u mayrourny, who made duration flight of I do it for tlie sake or the thing. For her..ni iiu in, none, wnose nignt is subject to what he calls race fever.

,.IU ,ullra; uiirrim, wno made story of his three I
an altitude record in an ascension of manv Instances nf linw
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alighted to hee to It, hut the ground did
not seem to bo suitable for the purpose.
Besides, was about half a mile in
front of me as fast as he could,
Behind me live ihonoplatifs threatened
tu overtake me,

"I was overcome by that all compelling
feeling' which be called tho race
fever and might be describes! as a special
state of mind in which cares, fears and
physical pain vanish and make room
for a mad to fly faster and
faster. Sometimes the race fever getting

n supuiaieu, torn recent the his the

ings

times it is
because it
and makes
mind

the caiiso of our failure,
overrules our judgment
us lose our presenco of

"ll was in those conditions that I

reached Mclun, at a height of
l,(W) feet Here occurred a fresh mlss-tlr- o

and another of my cylinders became
useless, This tinie 1 was compelled tome coma win and tlie of his for nnd once IIIUUIilia expenses w ithout returns. he makers of time to ose a Held me

lien Illenot. mnnnninno .,.,. ... it i..i i.
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winner
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and
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desire still

add motor (On landing I discovered my mistake too
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iaie- - it was a lucerne ueui and I lie plants
were ho high and ho strong that they
reached up to the chassis, aud might
have caused me to capsize."

'Iho competition of Vedrines and Beau
mont in the flight mound Great Britain
furnished one of the most thrilling spec-
tacles in the history of the sport. Beau-
mont had the advantage by reason of his
military training. He reads his maps
U'tter; when they failed ho know how
lo um the compass; and whon he came
to the ground he could speak F.ngligh. He
said in describing his experiences in
the race from Carlisle to Manchester:

My etigitio was wrong from tho start

and down I fell. It was not flying. It
was railing. It was terrible.'

At another time after alighting he
lay down to rest on some ruga In a tent;
but it was not many minutes before he
beard faint, distant cheering. In an
Instant he was on his feet. "Vedrinesl
Vedrinesl tho crowd was shouting.

A moment later Vedrinea had landed.
Vedrlnea's first words were 'How long?
aa he looked at Beaumont's monoplane
reposing on the grass. When he heard
the reply, 'Thirty minutes,' his next
word was "Petrol," and he prepared
to continue the struggle. When asked
about bis voyage he held up his hands and
exclaimed:

Mon DIeul I have been blanketed
In clouds so I could not see ten metres
ahead. I have been drenched by rain
that cut my face. I have been pelted
with hailstones as big as this (and he
measured the length of a thumb nail);
I have been tossed about until I was
sick.'

Ten minutes later he was off again
sailing after Beaumont. This is tbe
story of the race In which Beaumont
led throughout and was frantically pur-
sued by Vedrines, whose bumming motor
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prize was $50,000.

Special Danger in China,
This is what flying men call air intoxi-

cation. Olten airmen confess the danger
of tho game, but say it is like it game of
Kiker one always clings to the hope of

winning,
Iteiiaux, who is known In Kurone as ono

of the most intrepid of filers bocauso of
his (light from Paris to the top of theIn It would not pull; yet always had to do l.'omo. undoubtedly willIg Uights he gives bo mounting und mounting to clear the passenger in the IVkin-Pari- s race

f..ii7..r.T"that lever affected
.

bluo hills 1 could see in ,l',tt"'. 'But hus done on other occasions. Now

carry u
as he
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when he attempted the flight, had a buffer
of mattresses set up at the edge of the
landing place on the Puyde Dome, so that
the machine would not run off. On this
trip Renaux took along a companion.

Capt. Thomas S. Baldwin, the first avi-
ator to give exhibitions in the Orient, ie
of the opinion that any airman who takes
part In tho race will find plenty of obstacles
to be overcome. He says the hostile
attitude of tbe inhabitants In parts of
China would imperil the life of any flier
who landed among them.. Ho also thinks
the atmospheric and geographical con-
ditions will present obtsaoles not en-

countered in other big eventii. Although
Capt. Baldwin has made flights at most of
the treaty ports in China he would not ven-
ture Into the interior territory.

On his first trip to tbe Orient about two
along Bud Mara and

Tod Shriver. Both Capt, Baldwin and
Shriver were presented with medals in
the various countries. In China Capt.
Baldwin said at first the natives re-
garded his machine as some of toy
and thought that winding up
would fly. The Chinese were greatly
astonished when they saw the captain
mount his "toy" and drift away into the
air.

No less striking wars his experiences in
the Philippines, where the natives
swarmed about him and regarded bis
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wonder superstition, j It international in
were not whether that the flien

dream invention of Would, the other may be Induced
be In it? they wanted to know.
He assured them ha would

"Me go if you go, said chief named
Cabagan.

He took his seat beside the captain
and never turned hair when he
carried up 3,000 feet spaces. For his
further amusement figure eight, vol-
planes and spirals were performed, but
the chief sat like a statue, showing no fear
or emotion.

FdalUlcs in Conquests.
Although Capt. Baldwiu says the Pckin- -

Paris flight looks like a proposition
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been accomplished that1,. raoro f1wise to tlTt,t speaker s
done. !??unce

transcontinental from York ' ,,ho t
San which

upon as an impossible feat the most
experienced in this country.
Then along came Calbralth Rodgera, au
Inexperienced airman, prove that
could be done.

"It takes these young daredevils,"
said the Captain, "to do big things. They
an rnnnli. rtnnvar .

n he

thuslasm attempt feats that a more
man not undertake."

These long distances flying races have
been accomplished without accidents,

but strange as it may seem the propor-
tion of mishaps Is not as groat as

events. Tho Paris-Madri- d race its
first day by tragedy, the
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U.6.H Maurice Tahute.ui. imiiL i.i... ...i7ii. that French Mlni., w.

M. the win niu Homo race. He was in the air when one -- The V..TUI uuy "P1"""'"" witnessed by 60,030 hiwi- -
brfore midnieht "Sni', .uJ:? "?cn have means the plugs or the engine got If.v ,ver thel,- - ,1 V:" ?" ramn accldwt Antul...

two rorihJV.ro Z1 "1" ric and failed to The M,uel relates hI.IuW touch IU f; T.L Tk"'":" ri Premier and

sisted that it should on, Train" tbs

unfortunate aviator, withdrew from the
contest.

The start of the European circuit, which
occurred about month latei was marrel
by three fatalities, of the avlaton
being burned to death In nia"hlni
There were 6'J airmen In this contest.
The crowd of spectators was Urge
that Its control was the combined
efforts the troops and tho police.

The German circuit, which was hM
almost simultaneously, Ftarted with
airmen, actually finishing Tim thre
winners, Roenlg, Wolrauller and Buch.
ner, each carried a passenger throuchou
tbe race, tho distance which was I.ihj
miles Tho last tho long diMum?

Hit was the British circuit,
which was considered by experts th
most successful radical d"iwrture

ago he took was that the contestants were, not

sort
by

go up

was

lowca io ccango macnino or motor uurlnc
the race

In discussing these events a writer re-

cently said map Europe traced with
for all the aeroplane circuits

races that have taken place would look
like a spider web and France would look
like tine screen. 'And that is why Eu.
rope is so much ahead Americans Id

aviation," he added.
But this country baa awakened &n.i

planned big circuit of l.Hto miles to li
started from Chicago next September

machine and is character, and it
sure it was 'probable some of

or an the devil. from side Id

a

a was
into

come over and try for the prize money.
there being 12.1,000 the tlrst winner
This first step Is significant, and mi?
not long before America too can bout

crisscross aerial map.

NEW YORK PEARL DIVERS
"Hullo, Mike, working?" was the sal-

utation addressed by one seedy lookin;
individual to another about the sann
pattern who wus seated on u bench in
Union Square.

"Xothln' doin'." was the answer,
lowed by a long recital unfortunati

ha in nf h innt tt,nt
has by aviators S d,vlnB for ;
it is not say that the thing cannot comiucut and ins
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The addressed as Mike tW
fled wearily away, and under cour of
request for a light man mo-.v- i
up into his vacant seat and found edv

make acquaintance Mike's frif
"No." said Mike's friend, when

inquiry mado ns Mike's profi--slo-

Mike don't look muchnnt flll! nf tha "No,
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"! gets ti
Uicm are the oyster shells that co:rt
back on the dishes he handles. He

just a plain dishwaeher known union,;
tho fraternity as a pearl diver.

"Know anything about the work1
guess yes, and if you think it nn m- -

job just try it for one day in any resta-
urant on the avenue. Easy enough to
get a job, but twelvo hours day, eftoa
thirteen, btuuditij; over u tub of hui v,.ur
is no joke.

"If worl blackens there is jlav
handy tub of potatoes to peel, or e.il
to carry, or u thousand aud one o'li-- r
things that fall to tho lot uf the haplosJ
dishwasher.

"A wan rarely Mays on job mom
than a week. Then lie is mis-in- g inJ
out goes the banner, atliey call tlie'dw!-- '

washer wanted' sign. Hundreds ot nn'
in New York make a rcgulur pwctici
of starting out at an early hour aud wak-

ing the streets lookiug for the-- o sins.
"That's the only good thing about

the business; you can always get jo'j
und at tho end tho day you can ulwaj
get 1'5 cents advanced for bed itionev
Tills drawing system though is wh
keeps a man on the bum. .Maybe hn
draws half a dollar cverv night and fwni
it; tlien what has ho le'ft ns the lutanw
of hi week's puy, which is usuiilly Si

"I havo known one or two men a'
have held Biich a Job down year in an
year out and saved several hundred do-
llars. One man worked with in H

ery restaurant could always chanse
$10 bill for the boss. This man. bw-- t
bis regular wages, had the privites"
selling the scraps for dogmeat and w

this way made i3 or $4 extra every wesK.
"Yes, I have known all kinds of m
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in the business,
college graduates, men of all a""
for one reason or another down aim

it from mo that fcrs mnn In W
unpleusaiit lix kltchenwork oT.vs a rew'
chuiice to make i stake. It s "!r?'i
for a drowning man to catch at iwa
have known manv cases where eaten n

t that straw has boeu thu bcginaioi
of better days.' ,


