\

Wonderful Results Ac-
complished by Method
of Dr. Maria Nlontes-
sori Which Is Being In-
treduced Here—Svstem
of Play Which in Italy
Has Enabled Children

to Read and \Write at.
Agce of Four and Five:

By “JOHN-MARTIN,"
Lditor of *Joi-n-Martin's Boold."
P\ "ERY baby is a mirasle to every
f—q thoughtful mother. The wonder

J [ her baby's life prosence never
piles; the fact of mother!
aseste t @ sacredandunsoived mysiory

A mother is our only conceivable link
with immortality. A mother's |ove
Giod's direct and comprehensible channel
of love's hichest expression
18 & little hestage of God's love, carry
immortality within its tiny frame,
first cry, its first bewildered strac
of motion is an immortal effort to gn
he miracle of its own life.

The first shadowy glow of intajliconee
in the eyes of a bahy, so precinus to th
watching mother, i= alwavea an awssome
proof of the living =oul entrusted to her
raroe,
heaven, gent to her in trust onle, 1o shane
and mould. She is entrusted with @ 1
to wet free in that beantiful Hetde
Lody =0 that her child muy = ol
all of its immortal heritage. 1o

mnsg

liave the chance to expand into powers |

and greatness that are his birthricht,
or he is to be caged, erippled and sa nearly
extingnisl
tion of his God given rizhts,
respon=ibility is great in proportion to
the wonder of her motherh:
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This chikd is her unique tie with |

ed that he finally loses realiza- |
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D'r. Maria Mentessori in all her work |

has been conscious of this wondor and
responsibility.  The splendid resnits of
her actuivities are due to her compre-
hension of motherhood. Maria M.
rori perfected a method for the trainiig
and education =t children fromn 3 to 7
vears old by  which direet connection

was made between the soul and the senses

of littl

children

The concoption and evolu'ion of the
0 | 8 practical  and

nornul growth basid

upon  purely scientific  principhs,  No

weakening sentiment  flavwed
tess, though o loving spirit gave it humaan
vitahity The methca was not a4 spoti-
tanvons theory working backward from
theery to the educational needs of the
developing child, but gtep by step this

W= s=ould-

idiots from asvluma to read and write,
These deficient children through the ap-

| plication of her methods passd sxamina- |

| tions wn public 8 hools along with normal
ciildren of corresyonding ages.  She has
<ot free powers that needed only the ap-

plication of the right influences to give

them cxnression

In e, Montessorl was gioen a
apleadicl opportunity to apply her method
with n chiidren o owina invited |
fu organ 2] illuh': h\“»l'l'\'ﬂ in certain
madel tenement: of Rome,  The  first

schonl was estallished in Januvary, 1008,

in the yuarter of San Lorenzo, and sinee |

the establishment of this first school

five others have developed in the tene- |

Fach of these
little ones is

ment districts of Rome
happy homa schools for

Little Hoasewives Clzmin.g

renarkable woman constructed a system
with the child's soul as its foundation,
She lived the life of the little child animal,
bt never lost sight of its immortal rights.

dren's House.”

aplendid  value. The system is now

called *Casa dei Bambini,® or *The Chil- |

The Montessori methord has proved its |

Ihe processes of her work were didactic,
Lut the first principles of it were spiritual,
Maria Mdontessori is an Italian educator
and phyriclanwho graduated from the uni-
ereity at Homeand was the first woman
of ltaly to receive a degreo of doctor of
uwdicine, From the very beginning
of her splendidly useful career atl of her
sreat heart and rare mental powers were
directed in «hannels of help and useful-
tess to Children, for she knew that on
their true development depended the
tuture of the race.  Her aim was & higher
wvilizution beginning at the roots of
vivilization - the hild,

Hers is a remarkably trained mind,

roud, generous and full of human op-
tieism Herlove for and understanding
uhood softlened and sweetened the
ernully cold und scientific basis of her
ré. bhe is primarily a gentle, kind
atidd loving woman working with a mar-
shalled mind, clearly defined ideas and

roved ~cientific knowledge,

During anwearly period of her activities
s became w ospecialist in the discases
obchiidren aud later was appointed as the
wend of the Mrate Orthophrenic School in
“taly tor the training of teachers of the
teeblo rainded, At this time her interests

wame contred upon the ehild of foehlo
niud and ¢he gavo her entire time to

acling these poor little deflcionts, al-
L

of chy
ot
w
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olved
1Ll
Lods

Vwere not limited o their valoo

deflcient child. She says: *[ ba-
|

s and surprising way."

in use in the public schools and kinder- !
gartens of Rome and Itaiian Switzerland. |

{ Within the last six menths scores of Mon-
| tessori schools have been organized in
|the United States,
| for the establishment of the method
in that country. In Paris these schools
lare a recognized factor in the education
| of children.
| During the past summer in the United
tates leotures have been delivered on
| the Montessori method in the universities
"of Pittsburg, California,
| Tennesses, the lowa State Teachers Col-
lege and at Harvard University.

Ihe Montessori method is presented
| to children by means of an educational
iummrn'ui. Thia apparatus is 8o A0
curately arranged, designed and elossified
that it naturally corrects the child who
uses it. It is automatisally educational,
| Its uses are as manifest to the child as a
flat stick or the top of a baking powder
can in childhood's mud pie industry.
Smack it with the flat etlel, shape it
“pice and round” 15 instincetive with him
in }is pie gaking.

|8

|

| *gticksa” make a certain “stairs” and there
lis and end of it, but the child does the
making and the “sticks® suzgest their
| own places; a failure to make the “stairs®
'{s the penalty of error. It may easily

applving the method she had | be seen that this method has for its chief |

i lines,

In England a na-!
'tional commission has been appointed |

Virginia and |

With the Montessori apparatus certain |
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givea experience to a sense, So thie
baby life is launched upon a vast sea of
experience, The wonders of rense ad-
venture begin, The man within has
! awakened and strives to gain his heritage.

To many this case of wonder may sesm
trivial; then just be *lttle” again for the
sake of your baby, Be “little” and then
feel the wonder you have lost the delicacy
to appreciate. Just feel the excitement
of a “noise® which only you were strong
enough to make, keen encugh to hear
and great enough to claim for your own,
Do this and you will be as wiso as your
baby, It is upon these wonders of early

\

her consiructive method.

|

divided into about twenty groups, eaich
having a direct bearing upon som®
specitic development of the senses. The
parts and groups are distinet in thele

teffects upon the child, but all parta ary

dependent upon other parts in providing
for his physical, intellectual and spiritual
developinent.

The normal child lovea to play and this
is his right. Ha finds a Wonderland in
“the lots of thing=" that Dr. Montessori
haa given him. He is working without
knowingit, being good without the bore-
dom of labelled goodness, This child is
subtly being made a Man. The apparatus
(a big toy of many pieces) is given him
He learns to “play right,” but he learns
in his own way.

Among the many partaof the apparatua
are little boards upon which are fastened
alternate strips of rough and smooth
papers, The child distinguishes hetween
roughand smooth. Lator he isgiven cut-
out letters and numbers of the sama sort,
and presently, by the sense of touch, thesn
definite forms are registered on his mind
Little figners that have followed the letter
forms soon find thsemselves tracing
letters without the form to guide them,
for the brain has learned the message of
the finger tips.

The child can soon write. No ecopy book
tortures could accomplish this so naturally
and happily.

Fundamental forms are presented the
child in blocks of various sizes and
colors, Then there are flut tablots of
wood with the contres cut out intrianglos,
aquares, circles and many other forms

Color is again identified with thesa, &9

, the association of color and form is soon

comprehended.  Again the little fingers
are busy giving the brain new impres-
sions, Dexterity of finger movement
is the result.

Many blindfold games are played with,
these form boards and the cliuldren raon
learn to place every inset in ita placa
by simply running well trained f{ingers
along the edges of the forms. This gama
is a delight, order and mental discern-
ment are accomplished no error is pos-
sible, 8o no error is registered on the
brain.

Another part of the apparatus is most
interesting to children and most valuable
in its results. A serica of little frames
have been devised by which the chiuld can
simulate every act of dressing. On these
frames atrips of cloth are mounted to he

, fastened together in various ways., Thero

childhood that Dr, Montessori has based |

are buttons and bLuttonholes, hooks and
eyes, glove fasteners and wsilk laces,

i
Every initiative action of early child- | There are leather framea to be Ilnced as

{hood is observed by the Montessori shoes are laced aud other pratical instruc-
teacher. No individual action is unim-|tions in dressing. Sclf-dependence is
portant. No personal characteristics are ' here tanght. The child need no longer he
ignored or repressed., The teacher drerse! by o grownup. Dressing has bes

| watches, waits and eemembers, nnd | come the continuation of a game,

Writing

above all respects the tiny straws that | Among these educational toys the
. show the direction of the child's uwmull broad stair is included - blocks teaching
inclination. These teachers of the Mon- |order, system, aceuracy; then the long
tossori method must be rare and sensi- | stair teaching variants of the same along

Lessen.

pendent of his environment. He lmms‘uhove all she knows that the child who llheir highest state of normal power. With |
to learn everywhere, for his mind is made | does not do will not learn how todo. The | the very young child experiments or dis- phveical and mental development, This

| that may easily be put out of order,

inquiring but constructive. Children of | teacher is not a servant to walt upon the coveries of the senses are his tirst thrilling | js the important period for the shap-

Montessori schools are taught te dress |child; her function is to reveal his power | life experiences. The wee tot throws his
themseli es without awkwardness, to care | to himself by encouraging his mental ac- | rattle to the floor in a moment of instinet-
for their apparatus and their little bodies. | ti. ities; in other words to educate the man | ive motion.

The teacher prepares her children not
for the abstract theories of life but for
life itself. She discreetly disciplines,
and her children are spurred to controlled

resentful passiyity,
‘Lhis teacher knows that continually
sen ing children dulls their true capacity

Sheepshead Bay, the narrow atrip of
| water that lies behind Manbhattan Beach
and finds its gutlet to the open sea in front
' of Rockaway Poiunt, is the harbor where
hundreds of motor boats find anchorage
or lie tied up at the shore. A remurk
|about their numbers started a conver-
sation umong a party on Plum Island
| the other day about the dangers of motor
' boating.
| One of the party recalled that some

| business, bought one of the first naphtha

: | The fundamental basis of this method | launches, as they were then called, thas
vonvinced that euch methods ap-|ja Jiberty., A natural and spontaneous | had been seen in Hempstead Bay and
o nu ma:l children would develop | gvidence of the child’s mental activities ia | used it for pleasure trips. The old tisher- |

L froe their personality in a mars | awalkened by the apparatus and its appli- | men around East Rockaway watched it |

cation., He is taught not by cut and dried | with interest and anxiety. Lowd White,

v cucouraged by remarkable re- | principles and phrases but by being the dean of the guild, used to shake his

swith the child whose wind was below

loft alone to express himself.  Left alone,

{head when he saw it pass and say: “It

val D Montessorl adopted the didac- | but under sympathetic obsorvation, al- | looks to me like a coffin,”

wlotials used with the -'i-‘fn--'lr'.'ma!],,“j,.u the man within to discover and |

with normal «hildren.
this justructive material
abatie, g
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o Bhie labored to brine torl
uoanbieritmg powers that g
1 m every individual, She
in the child's inheritance; on
« belict is bused the great success of
Monteerori method.
She cuncvedud du teavhing a number of

Lo
vl

a r_'urllu.il valus underiay its !

dovelop his own  personality.
herein lies the weer
wrowth, Al expre n

tion or speoch, i€ respe
tossarl teacher, who atter atl 14 the one
Hearning most.  Each discovery of the
||~h|}‘i guides the teacher in her educa~
tional attitude toward her little comrade
in learning

The child is subtly taught to be inde-

j

Then one pleasant day Caemmerer

A Surely and three othors motored out through '
uf his andividual | yones Inlet to the open sea. The boat |
m, whether in aos | eapsized and only one of those on hoard | struck it.

'in him. Here it is that the teacher aimns

| not to repress the indi: idual to the level of

the group but rather to stimulate the ex-
| pression of the indi.idual to a conscious-

activities, not to dependent mobility or | nesa of himself and his own powers, He something made a noise, that noise was

| in left, therefore, free to develop and un-

| fold.

‘I'ha Montessori teaching apparatus

ILS ARE EVER PRESENT IN MOTOR BOATI

'waas at the wheel,” he said, “and he did
not know his business. The other was at
the engine and he didn't know much more.
We i;ot out neara bar, and the fog settled

,down till we lost our bearings. We
followed a larger boat till we lost her too.

i “Then the man at the wheel turned the

. boat broadside on to the breakers and

they were running high. If 1 hadn't

| velled out and if they hadn't paid atten-
 tion, being scared, we'd have been cap-

Bhe ..'r-,.m ( nnu_r..'d-_d that H.u- | aim the natural development of the ehild's E twenty Years ago Louia‘(‘aemr_nerer. the pized as Caemmerer was.” Cuemmerer
used with the eubnormal chil-| pest powers along simple and instinetive | Brooklyn iron merchant just retiring from | was his brother-in-law.

Another man who had been in the same
bout corroboruted the story, and the
voteran nodded gravely.

“There's plenty of danger on those
boats,” he said, “and the worst are those
that you can't foresee. | was out the
other day near the Sandy Hook lightship
and we ran over something or other that
waa floating around but submerged, so
that we couldn't see it.
bave been some sort of & mattress.

“There was no trouble when the bow
We didn't even fesl the impact,

eted by the Mon- ' was found alive. Ho was rescued, elinging | but the boat went right on over it and the

to the buoy to which he had swum for | wheel cut iuto it and in a minute we were

safety when the others were drowned,

A veteran boatman listened attentively | reversed the

all tangled up and lost coutrol.
throwing the wheel

We

engine,
when Jake Furst toid of & recent narrow | over by hand, but the stuff was wound

csoape of his own in the nearby waters.
“Oue of the men whoe owaoed the boat

]

wround the wheel and the shaft o tight
. we couldn’t work loose. Aod it wus @

I reckon it must

{ing of sense activities as related to the

intellect,
He discovers noise, What
mother doubts his delight, but how few '
reilize the siguiticance of this era making
“noise.”

The child's unconscious discovery that

yvears muy see his powers misdirected
and over stimulated or confused
disorderly influences.

|hmrd. that & quick motion made the
[ noise are all wonders to an awakening

| mense in the child. He has made a dis- |y, ; clear and strong mentality and

. fi
for usefulness and spontaneous activity; iprmdeu for the training of the senses to l covery, His action is power, The noise | ¢ . . domonstration of the noblest ma-

turity,

The Montessori method is a physio-
logical system that goes straight to the
centres of sense. The child's life is
directly prepared for individual growth,
The organs of sonse are perfected by
an accurate process applied at the time

NG!

long time hefore wa could pull it off with
hooks and with our hare handa, If the
e hadn't been smooth and the weather
good we'd have heen in more serious
trouble,

“1 never go outside in a motor boat my-
self without n good anchor and at least
250 ':mr of cable. If ono loses control of
such a boat, as he may do in twenty ;
different ways, the only thing that can l;’o {of truo geniua, for its many u_uita pipee
done is to anchor und wait for help, Then | dice unit effects upon the -ch”d mind,
it the help does not come he can some- | These units of growth combine to shape
times up anchor and drift with the tide ! an orderly whole out of his undeveloped
when ita going the right way, and anchor | #enses.
again when it's going the wrong way, I!u: The fasecination of this nppn‘raiua for
that's slow travelling and you look mighty | children is the best proof of ita power
anxiously for help. and influence, It is not a collection of

“And even the unchor may not be much | atmleas toys; it hfk! the dignity of u per-
good if you are in shallow water, or if it's | fect machine. Each unit forma some
too deep for your cahle, expanding impulse of the immature

“The mun who underrates the actual Mind, and yet no onesided or unnatural
dangers of a motor boat has no business &rowth occurs through his interest in
to go out in one,any more than a careless uby one unit because the influence of
chauffeur ought to be allowed to run an each tends toward a full mastery of all
iiilullllill‘:lm:- lornil('i:icntu;hﬁ '?whi't't‘l'x‘“fr other units until the full value of the

v [V} i 'M‘l
rl:ll’kay said: ‘If yo' {s lmnuhsddup :nud‘.l wholo has bess socompli nd ;l' oy alp-
ruilroud, dar yo' be, but if yo's blowed up , Paratus in ""W“,v" e ogionlly
suggestive. It Luilde ila Wi ogluplels

on & boat, wha' is yo'?
“l don't may tha |=opb shouldn't uu‘-tmetm.
The writer will not attempt to desoribe
in detail all the parts of this remarkable
800 distinet
pleces e

a higher plane through the only channels
' it recognizes, namely the senses.

| The teaching apparatus evolved by Dr.
| Montessori for the development and
| refinement of the senses has the mark

re's |
danger in thein all the same, snd & man is Appa

o ool 1o shiud bis oyos to it.”

motor boats. I use m , and it
in as oertain na taxes that mmm
ratus, of which thersame
oF units .

others will continue to do so; but the =
LY Y/

the little child animal is striving toreach |

tive individuals, for their work has to | with
do with the delicate mechanism of lives | variations of color,

!

During these years he devel- | without
opa his senses in proportion to the op- | muscular control and a sense of delicute
portunity and stimulus provided. These balance.

fractional differences and also

Color games are numerous with many

The period of a child's growth between | parts to make them useful and entertaine
the years of 3 and 7 covers a time of rapid | ing. There is the tower of blocks which

the child learns to arrange according to
size and color. He also learng to carry
this topheavy pile from place to place
disaster. Here he acquires

It is needless to tell of the many parts

by i of this apparatus or of its infinite effects
On the other hand | upon the child.
the sonses, as serv nta of the expanding | develops the fundamentals of
ind vidual, may be so prepared and so|ter and physique.
ordered that a sure foundation is laid | ohildren under the direction of thissystemn

The Montessori method
charac-
It moans little that

learn to read and write at the ago of 4
and 5, for this is really of minor impor-
tance in comparizon with suchaccomnlish-
ments as self-reliance, order, dextority
and individual personality; add to thesa
healthy bodies, Well trained minds and
]mppy hearts and our mothoers havo
childron to be proud of,

Thequestion is often asked: “VWherein
does the Montessorime! bod difYer from the
kindergarten system?* 1 can only draw
a distinction from the viewpoint of a child
in whose pluce 1 put myself in making such
a distinction

The kindergarien pleased my mind
and imagination. I was happy while
learning. 1t helped me to do good thinga;
then 1 went home, but I did not use what
1 had learned. My Montessori day was
full of experiences that were like living.
My day's work-play wus more elaborat,
and appealed more directly to my sens: -
und my brain. I was allowed to find my
solf out. 1 was not u jittle part of a whole,
but an interested individuil working out
my own problem | went home and con-
tinued to live my Montessori day.

To conclude, there are fow mature men
and women who cannot discover in them-
selves dwarfed powers, latent cupabilities
forever lost to themselves and the world'n
usefulness through lack of early develop-
ment,

Lot ué aee to It that 18k comlng goui-
ration does notsuffer a lke impediment.
Let us train our children from Infancy
in natural and sgientifio principles that the
man of to-morrow may attain to his own
birthright of fully expressed powers




