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JST AMAZING HANDS
. IN THE SHOWDOWN,

: ',mzr Mr. Blaisdell Had Fxerted
{ Mis Great Skill In
the Deal.

]

FPFRTS IN A POKER GAME

yrprise Even the Coterie of
““gkilled Players in Arkan-
4 sas City.

’ e ————

#There’s & heap o' things ‘pears to been
ap-lmh'"i when ‘pinions was made
& overveanin’ Providence fo' the
gelfare o' the human race,” raid old man
reanlaw in a critical tone.

fis hearars looked at him with more
« leaa Intersat, knowing that they were
et to hear further from him, but with-
ot avineing any keem deaire for it.

The old man's mood, oritical as it
semed, was apparently disoriminating
rather than pessimistio, for he added after
ashort pause: “There’s & pow’ful heap o'
\hings, o' oo'ss, what 'peared to been
§id4 sensible emough, an' some on ‘em
p.ondoubtedly fo' the beat, but there's
pma what's plumb foollsh,

*Tha way things 'pears to beemn or-
dined c'ncernin’ property rights, fo'
qampls, i= a bright an' shinin’ exhibition
¢ stupidity, Take a man what's done
pean brung up onto the fat o’ the land.
Paars lika he ain’'t fitten fo' mothin’ but
prosperity. 1f he was bo'n afo’ the war,
po' 'n likely his pa done owned niggers
& land. ' co'se the land wouldn't
s worth nothin' ‘thouten there was
plggers to work it, an' gimilar, the niggers
wa'n't wuth a hellova lot 'thouten there
was land fc' 'em 1o work, so Providence
most generally #oen to it how them what
pad land had uviggers, an' vidl viel, as
the Good Book says. Them times 'peared
lis things was ordered tol'able nigh
sbout right.”

] done heer'd c'nsid’able 'hout them
vih timea afo' now,” said Jake Winter-
pottom, who bad made a reputation for
himself in the Southern army, “an’ 'pears
Mis there's & heap o' things what's mo’
profitable like fo' discussion. Take the
‘price o' cotton now, or the best way fo'
1 train & bird dog. ‘'Pears like thera'd
be some sensa airin' yo' views onto some
such subjec’'s as them, But them old
wah matters— Aud he interrupted
himself to bite a large mouthful out of a
place of plug tobacco,

The others in the room seemed to look
1pon this as something in the nature of &
mbuks, and they looked curiously at old
man (ireenlaw to see how he would take
: hut he was wholly unmoved.

“There's & mighty sensible remark
yme'ores into the Good Book,” he ob-
wrved, with crushing sarcasm, “what

drys how if a man is got eara he'd oughter
‘= let listen when there's wisdom spoke,
1 sim'lar how he ¢'n lock on il he's got
ses, but th' ain’t no ref'rence made to
pothin' that nobody o'n do p'vidin' he
aln't got the hoss sense fo' to under-
wad nothin' he hears.”

Hia friends looked at him and at one
Waother as if gravely concerned. No one
ipoke for & moment or two, and as if

« fvholly satisfied with the impression he
neiiaved he had made, the old man drew a
1gar from his vest pocket and examined
¢ critically. TFinding it satisfactory in
wpearance he bit a generous mouthful
1 one end of it and proceeded to eat
tbat while he hunted for a match.

Before he found one, Bamn Pesarsall
uid mournfully, “I reckon there can't
w nothin’ did fo' the old man nn mo'.
[ done heer'd a doctor say, oncet, how
tzere wa'n't no hope a'ter they done begin
!Y to dribble thataway. Likely he'll
j.4t keap on gettin' worse an' worse
ti!l the end.”

“Tain't likely,” said Jim Blaisdell. “He
don't stand no chanoe o' gettin' no worse'n
teisnow, Question is whether he'll ever
gt any batter.”

Th' ain't no hope o' that,” said Joe
Bansett, gloomily. *“What we uns is got
v d is to make him 's comf'able 's we
ran while he lasts. There mustn’t nobody
ceeadict him, nor nothin'.”

‘0n, 1 don't know,” said Mr. Owen
Panper, “l done seen c'nsid'able good
o' did with a feller in the vi'lent ward
un to the bughouse t'other day. They
tied him and put a cold cormpress onto
1z Lack of his head.”

I'romm the foree of habit the old man
stirtad for his bungstarter when Mr.
Pepper spoke, and he did not seem to catch
the drift of the suggestion, but his friends
listened to it with approval.

We might try it,” said Bassett. “Sam,
gota rope. 1'll hold him if he struggles.”
And ba made as if to esize the old man In
his army, while Pearsall started for the
door and the others arose to help Bassett.

Stand baek!"™ shouted the old man,

Paddan|y divining their intention. *“If

%ere's vilent hands laid onto me I'll

|| #rutiar their brains all over the room.”

)

And from tha vicious foroce with which
il be swurg Lis trusty weapon aloft-there
wasuodoubt of the sincerity of the threat.

“Matibe we una 'd better let the disease
take its nachul co'se,” sald Bassett, falling
hack. *I reckon he won't get no worse
‘nthe 8. like yo' all was a-sayin,’ Jim.
Bt Peprer 'd oughter be throwed out.”

\ccordingly Mr. Pepper was thrown
it and by the time the others in the
Party had calmed themselves three stran-
&8 entured the saloon,

Lommending themselves to the favor-
Alle consideration of the company by the
Ulterance of the customary formula they
loaked around with some ocuriosity and
l‘l;r a little hesitation one of the three
wad
V' uns in hean hearin' o'nsid'able
' & game o' draw poker what's played
#re cocasional, ‘cordin' to what's said,

b
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& wa was gome int'rested fo' to know
mao' "hoygt §t
"ho was tellin' of yo'?* asked old man
Greerlaw cautioualy
._‘I'L"r rent ones,” wald the stranger.
There's & trav'lin’ man name o Pepper
r?.&' dona come outen here some suddint
d' At we was comin' up the laves, He
"atold sev'ral eur'ous stories one time
T" @ other. 1a ha gen'ly ¢'nsidered re-
Ml-ll‘ 1don't know.* said Blaisdell with
'h'.“ and tho strangers looked amazed
o &N  tha others began laughing.
‘Pends ma' ‘v lage on what ‘tis he's a-
uvin' of IT he was tellin’' of yo' how
hlda"}? "t know #amepin' ‘r other I reckon
RO n likaly 1 hat was c'rect, But 'l 'twas
M¥thin' elsa |'d hate to swear to 't, He
®ought b tellin’ the truth at that.”
.h:.?'ﬂh there was 8 one avad p'fessional
'1tm~1“'- met up with on the hoats,” eon-
hie stranger after he had pondered
mﬁlaw.l-.-." & #peech for & time without
oh ing to arrive at a clear understanding

|

“He was a-sayin' how—*

“Now look a hers,* exclaimed Joo Bas-
sott with angry emphaals, *“if yo' uns le
any ways int'rested Into that there one
eyed man I reckon I'm the man yo' want
to ses. 1 been lookin' fo' him a long time
now, an' bein' ‘s I don't 'pear to meet up
with him no mo' I reckon ‘most any friend
o' hisn ~'n take his place. If yo' uns fs
lookin' fo' trouble yo' won't have to look
no further.”

He removed his coat while he was
talking, and there seemed to be no doubt
that he was willing to accommodate the
callers if they really were looking for
trouble. They were all rather stalwart in
appearance, however, and they looked at
him in mild surprise, wholly unperturbed,
and old man Greenlaw spoke up hastlly:

“Th' ain’t no need o' gettin' redheaded,
Joe,” he said, “not till the gents is done
'zplained theirselfa some. O co'seif they
be friends o' One-Eye they'll just nachully
'zpect fo' to take the consequents. But
th' ain't nothin' been said o' that sort,
not yet, there hain't.”

And the stranger who had done all the
talking hitherto ssemed to be somewhat
amused as he said ooolly: “Yo' all ‘pears
to be some het up. 'Pears like yo'
'quaintances ain't no gre't. One on 'em
sots yo' uns a-grinnin’, when he is spoke
about, an’' t' other one geta yo' peevish
‘long o' we uns havin’' met up with him
on to a boat. Msbhe they was both on
‘em right. They was some talkative.®

Mr. Bassett appeared to think further
conversation unnecessary and he ad-
vanced toward the last speaker witha
plainly hostile intent, but Jim Blaisdell
intervened.

“Wait a minute, Joe,® he said In matter
of fact fashion. *I reckon it 'd be some
int'restin’ fo' to know what they reely
said. Th' ain't no hurry 'bout this here.”

“That's reas’'nable,” said the stranger
oalmly, while his two friends, as placid
as he in their bearing, listened with in-
terest to all that was said, but without
showing any impulse toward taking part.

“That's reas’'nable. They was a-gayin’
how thers was a p'tic’'lar brand o' draw
poker played into the back room here,
what there ain't many experta o'n go up
ag'in it 'thouten c'nsid'able risk o' losin’
their back teeth.”

“Well, there's a game o' poker played
in the hack room oncet in a while,” ad-
mitted Blaisdell.

“Said it didn't 'pear to make no gre't
diff'rence,” continued the speaker,
'w!‘mtbor a man bet them teeth onto a
hand or not. Mo'n likely he'd lose 'em
anyway {f there was any discussion rose
c'noernin’ the game.”

“Well, mebbe there mought 'a’ been
some sorehead lose hia temper a'ter he
done lose his wad, an' th' ain't no tellin’
what a man’'s liable to lose a'ter that,”
retorted Bassett, whose temper showed
no sign of improving. *What of it** he
demanded flercely.

“Nothin' p'tic'lar,” replied the stranger,
still unruffled, “on'y me an’ my pals was
c'nsid'able int'rested. 'Pears like if
there's a grown man's game goin' on
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round where we uns is there mought be
a chanst fo' to set In."

“Sho’, thers's a chanst,” exclaimed old
man Greenlaw before anybody else could
speak. “There can't no strangers come
to Arkansas City 'thouten entertainment
bein' p'vided fo' 'em if they're lookin’
fo' it.” N

“We're lookin',” said the stranger, and
further discussion was felt to be super-
fluous. Even Bassett was willing to hold
his hostility in cheok, there being a pros-
pect of pecuniary profit in the game pro-
posed,

The profit if there was to be any seemed
likely to ba considerabls, for the three |
outsiders displayed wads of a goodly size,
and Blaisdell and Pearsall weres both
obliged to negotiate with old man Green-
law befors buying chips snough to give
them & proper standing in the game, |

Moreover the play was rapid from the
very start. With seven at the table it
was not to be expected that a deal would
pasa without & contest of some sort, and |
as the cards ran well some of these were
exoeedingly spirited. Winterbottom hal
the good fortune to make a full house on
& two card draw on the third deal, when
one of the strangera was backing an ace
high flush pat with considerable enthusi-
asm and the result put even Bassett In
good humor,

The stranger's pile was sadly depleted,
but he dug for more money with an air
of unconcern which did him credit, and
Blaisdell, having the next deal, was en-
couraged to put forth his utmost skill.

The result was almost startling. Of
the saven players the dealer himself was
the only one who did not remain in for the
draw, although there were two ralses in
the first round and one in the second. In
the draw, however, only two men, Pearsall
and one of the strangers, took cards, and
neither of them as he looked at the single |
oard he took seemed dlsmayed In the least 1
by the fact that four pat hands were out |

gainst him, !

The betting was furious, but one signifi-
eant thing was plain to the perception of
every one in the game. The three strangers, |
though neither of them would lay down
his cards, would not raise. It seemed as
{f each one had a hand he ocould not con-
scientiously relinquish but that he had a
wholesome regnrd for the posalbilities
that were out against him. The Arkansas
City players, on tha other hand, ssemed
each to enjoy the fullest confidence in
his own oards, and each time it came to
them they boosted so energetically that
four men declared themselves “all in® be-
fore the pot was closed.

Blaiadell's face was inscrutable always,
but one who might have been watching
him when the six hands were shown
down would have seen a change in his
expression, even if he had been unable
to tell its significance.

1t might well have been surprise, for
scattered here and there among the thirty
cards that were laid on the tahle face up
were eight aces and seven queens, to say
nothing of an undue proportion of other
face cards.

Bassett's hand was unquestionably the
hest that was shown, for he had a straight
O i v L g
tpllu.:ﬂnr utﬂ::- :lr “\:‘r‘l:’ did all the umg
objm-md to his taking the pot.

Looks to me rome like it was a foul
deck,” he said gravely. “We uns ain't
in the habit o' plarln' with no such a num-
her of aces in the pack. I reokin I'l]
draw down my money,” and he proceeded
to do so, while the others took theirs, no
one venturing to object.

Then he turned to Blaisdell and with
unmistakable sarcasm sald: *“I done
heer'd a heap o' talk about yo' dealin’,

but I reckon T never heer'd half enough.
Any man what e'n deal a hand like that
'l tlaka my hat off to him any day in the
weel.”

“Well," said Blaisdell sullenly, “any
man what says I doled them hands the
way they was showed down is a liar,
Thera's more than me at the table what
knows how to juR‘Ie (?'ll'dl.'

“Mebhe yo' all is r‘{ht.' returned the
¢tranger. “There ain't nary one on us
" tenﬁoﬂoot. exactly, We waa reock'nin’
on dein’ yo' uns up, but judgin’' f'rm
what we done seen a'ready, reckon
we mought as well call it square an' quit

| "X that b and his two frieads @14,

h
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POEMS WORTH READING.

The Peerheuse.

Whe are these fving dead

That stare with Hatless eye,
Dumb tongue and hanging head.

A% the slow hours go by?
Compared with those whe e

‘Within the shurchyard olay.
These might reply,

"1We are more dead than they.

“Ne change or choloe ls eurs:
No freedom, riek or care:
No strain of striving powers

To wrestle or 1o dare,
With naught to hope er fear.
Fapeect, forefend, contrive,

Who enter here
Hath ceased to be clive.”

For what were thess condemned
To leave the world they knew!
Why In tbis dungeon penned
This dumb and dreary few?
Was theirs some dastard oriroe
That makes the blood run cold?
There cama a time .
When they were poor and old.
Hamam N, CLzomonm,

The August Homeseskers.
Neow they go forth looking, looking,
Looking uptown, downtown, sideways;
Leoking for a place to dwell in,
For a place to live & spell in,
And they want it near the rideways.

Now they wander through the eity.

Laoking every uight and day fer
Thair (deal habitation,
HMeat and light and sanitatien,
Flegant and choloe location,
Qnuite convenlent to a station.

That's the thing they alwaye lay for.
‘They ean find, w00, their deal,
But they've got to take the real,

Got to take what they can pay fer.

J. Lawrrow,

The Day*'s Work.
Prom the Dewmver Republicas.
The ﬂn{'l work counts--
It lan’t what

Yoﬁ {nu- l:.do . w:el nhnd;“ .
en’t what you know you |l galn
‘ﬂuf ajl annoyances bhave fled;
Itlsn't what you've dreamed and planned—
Such h are but a phantom band—
e day’'s work counts

The day’s work counts--
‘The foot you galned
Sipoe yonder sun dispslied the dark.
Nexiweek, next month, next year are valns--
Unts the present summous hark,
How have you fared abead ainos mern
ln garnering Nfe's oll and corn?
The day’'s work counts,

The day*» work oounts—
The galo of those few painful bou
a galo of those few pal re;
But be content If there 1s shown
Some product of those sacred
Which guide each mind, uphold each hand,
Strive with the best at your command-—~
The day’s work counta.

Dejection.
From the Washingfon Star.
ThAn b&- arle l&fﬂ |humnlgp
8 they & . -
But the l.rul-” will om':eomlu.
We must pack the luggage up.
Now vacation days are over,
There Is no more time to shirk
What's the good of bees and clover
When you've got to go to work®

Twilight breezes softly flowing
Will salute the moon =0 bright,
Where the clouds are lightly golag

In fantastic falry flight,
And a faint and mystic far Hght
Through the landscape seema to lurk -
But what is the good of starlight
When you've got to go to work*

Placid stream or Sashing fountaln,
I.eafy nook or azure sky.
Rippling sea or wooded mountain.
fow we hate to say “Good-by'"
How the sunshine and elation
Fade (nto a gloomy -murk®
What's the good of all creation
When you've got to go to work*

The Joy of Home.
From the Detroil Free Press.

This year my home looks gopd to me.

I.n,! summer, though, 1 took a trip,

ad apent two gay weekn by the sea

And let rn')fr h earsed money #y.
The year before the mountain heights
A Tan ok 543 1o such deiphu

nt man muat pay fo y

Thls year my home looks [ooﬂo me,

I'm weary now of forelgn hills,

Of distant cbarms, where'er they be,
Of digring down for hotel bills.

1've no Jdesire to make a trip,
'nless, of course, 1 get one free:

1 shall not sven pack a grip.
This year my home looks good to me.

This year my home looks fo me,
U'pon my porch I think I'll stay,
And romn the chlldren on my knee
And spensi two weeks with them In play.
In rlad content 1°1] ait and smoke,
1'll bask heneath my chestnut tree.
Of conirse (t's trye that I'm dead broke,
And so my home looks good to me,

Speadiag the Summer.
Froem ihe Pifisburg Post.
Sis had a good time while away,
An she has since confessed.
Where she was fashion ruled the day
And everybody dressed,

Mahad a good time when she went
}u hn{‘nr line nr:-;lredi T S —
ong hours each day a [
And'ﬂr!ﬂ‘bodr played.

brother, he had qlulte s time,

e went whera ripples swished,

Where wearing & clothes was & erime
And everybody fished.

But poor dad couldn’t quit the d

0r’:u where minnows m’;Jrl.l

Wh'le others loafed he staved behind
Whers everybody worked, ;

And
H

How to Keep Cool.
From tha Chicago Evening Post

And shake your head
Ami ask your frie
“Ismy face red?”

t read aboyt
D%n uunncx folks.
't read the old

ot weather jokes:
Don't m;rlt t:;o hard;
ncﬁ'v ry to see
The rising of
The mercury.

Doa‘t g'un for eare;

Don't wear ‘z.wr fura.
Don't study

The ters;

Thi
And grieve about
'r"‘he price of coal.

Don't sit and gasp:

Don't think ‘re het-—
Just conl off with:

“I think I'm not.
And, more than that

‘'t read & rule

Beneath this bead:

“How to Keep Cool.”

Forecasting.
1've studied the bewitching she.
I've tried In every way to con her,
And 1 have found the mercury
Has quite & marked effect upoa har,

Whene'er Ita cool she flouts me net,

But showers me with smiles and favers;
But when 1t happens to be hot

Her manner of unkindness savers, !

Thus am [ very glad indeed
Or 1 am mournful altegether—
It ts no wonder that [ read
All the predictions of the weather!
Natmaw M. Lavry,

Mummified Merrimeat.
1 made a joke, and uttered it
Bealde s mummy In & case,
And 1 could swear he muitered it,
For, when 1 looked upon his face.
Though many years had takem fligh!
Since he had been upon the earth,
His countenanoe was very bright,
Fe actually smiled with mirth.
*Why, ou, why," | erfed, “thus grin?
What {s it that excites your glee!”
Me auswered, “It is for & sln
Committed in the years B, O,
Three thousand times | made that jeat,
Since then three thousand fimes sash year
1"'ve been aroused from my long rees,
And cursed sach time that jest I'd hear,
It is my punishment,” quoth he,
“Whene'er that hoary joke is sald,
Hilarious 1'm doomed to be,
Alshough 1'd rather far be dead!”

¥

|

lits 1888 could be expected to express. The
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS,

Obscuraly in the militia history of this
eity before the organization of the Na-
tional Quard appears the name of Oapt.
Vincent, who seems to have beerr a mill-
tary Instructor. What I8 known about
(his officer? MiLes HecToR.

The records of the Adjutant-General at
Albany are not completa for that earller
period. Tt 1s & militia tradition that Capt.
Vincent commanded the Light Guard in
1847, & company of the then Eleventh
Regiment; later ths designation hecame
the Twelfth. In the records Edward Vin-
cent appears as commanding some com-
pany of the Twelfth, but without speei-
fication of company, nor Ia there any record
of the date of his commission. He trans-
ferred Beptember 29, 1865, to command
Company 1, Fifty-ifth Regiment; re-
signed, date not of record, but his sue-
cessor was commissioned January 20, 18568,
Capt. Vincent was junior partner of the
firm of Brett & Vincent and I8 mentioned
in Barrett's "0Old Merchants of New
York,” volume 11, page 166. He was a
descendant of French refugees who left
Banto Domingo in 1793 and settled In
Norfolk. His father, Vincent Parloto, was
& merchant in Norfolk and had four sons,
of whom Edward was the eldest. [Fd-
ward had acquired such skill In matters
of military drill that he was under salary
in his command of the Light Guard; the
money was raised by wubsoription, for
this company was one of the show ob-
Jects of the city.

A year or s0 ago you printed a note
as to a bakery where the sign read back-
ward and forward the same; what on
earth was the sign? IR. N. TRavERs.

Not only palindromically but echrono-
metrically does recollection lapse, for it
was more than ssven years ago. An
originally submitted the sign was said
to read ‘Treka Bakery,” Yreka being a
town In California. Other correspondents
were moved to recall a prior line on the
signboard, but they did not agree. One
recalled the sign In two lines as *“'8,
Gilllg’s Yreka Bakery,” another an-
nounced the proprietorship of N. A,
Noonan, each palindromic. In the course
of a few years the contention drifted out
to Yreka and the enterprising editor of
the Jowrmal there restored the classic
text, just plain “Yreka Bakery.” It was
an opposition bread factory started in
1868, “where the Hee HWe store now
stands,” and kept by Fred Beng. The old
timers never heard of Glllig or Noonan.
Yreka has an interesting name history,
one which shows that the pronunclation
of Wy-reka Is correct. Its modern form
is a contamination due to the fancled
similarity to Eureka, the Greclan name
of a town in & neighboring county. Prop-
erly, that is to say In acoord with the
usage of the Kikatsik Indlans who gave
the name to Shasta Butte, it Is Wal-l-ka.
Yreka is found as ewrly as 1860 ; in 1964
the variant Y-eka asppears In & report
on Indlan affairs.

-

Can yeu throw any light on the erigin]
of the word "“buggy” as applied to a car-|
rlage? Tg an Inquiring friend just now [
have made the offhand muggestion that it !s’
probably due to the fact that originally |
there was a vehicle called a splder phae-|
ten. This name in turn came presumably’

body of the vehicle combined with the|
striking resemblance which
wheel with its thin spokes bore to a spi-|
der's web. RJ.EH
Then it should be of interast to know
that buggy Is not the Amaricaniam It lai
80 commonly considered. The object and

In Hindostanl “baggh!"
travelling cart. Hefore a rational system of

transliteration was introduced buggy very | Eround that the trick was not yet turned

well _represented the colloquial sound of/
the I.ndlln word ; it 1s derived from lhni
verb “bag,” mean!ng to be In motiom. |
After leaving Indla the word has divarl-!
cated; In England !t 1s used of a light
vehicle with two wheels, In
one with four wheels.

‘

America of |

In a list of the scanty delights of the
sallor's life at mea, lobscouse, black pan,
duff, I find included mention of “Mother
Molly's Liverpool Twist.' Can some
reader inform me what that was and who
was Mother Molly? HENRY WAKEMAN.

Mother Molly must be left for the identi-
ficatlon of such as were famillar with
waterside soclety on the Mersey in the old
packet days. “Liverpool twist” used to
be common on the Western Ocean, a form
of tobacco which was preferred above the
plug. As its name implies, it was to-
bacco leaf twisted into a rope as thick
as a man's finger and about a foot In
length. After having been twisted tight
with & few drops of Jamalca rum for
flavoring the rope was bent over on itself
and both parts again twisted. As is the
case with all tobacoo for sallors’ use, this
was equally avallable for the pipe and for
the mouth,

A new departure in punctuation,
namely, that of placing the punctuation
point after the second quotation marks,
seems to be coming Into vogue; is this,
strictly speaking, in good usage?

Davip A, CHAPLAIN,

The usage is good or other accomding
as thé senss demands. If the punctua-
tion be an easential part of the passage
cited its sign should be met within the
quotation mark; If the punctuation per-
tain to the sentence including the quoted
matter then it should be ret without the
quotation mark. An illustration is better
than theory. “Lay on, Macduff,” says
he, “and damned be him that first crles
‘Hold, Enough!"™ But: “damned be
him'', says he, “that first cries” Careful
proofreaders ars thus punctuating the
best printed books of the present day.

In a reeent Sunday lssue the questiem
is asked, “When di4 Tourgee's ‘Hot
Ploughshares' coms from the press?’ and
you answer that “A Fool's FErrand” was
published in 1877 and that his best work
was the North Carolina Code of Civil
Procedure, but nothing of “Hot Plough-
shares,’ which came from the press in
1883, according to the “Century Cyelo-
pmdia of Names,' BaLLsToN Laxe.

The date of “Hot Ploughsharas" was
given quite as distinctly as the four dig-

interested attention of alert correspond-
ents is 80 much enjoyed that a little thing
like that may cheerfully be pardoned.

Who was the author of the recitation
“Mary the Mald of the Inn"? L. T.

Bouthey wrote the poem. It seems odd
to obtain this hint that recitations are
still * recited for public entertainment.
Heven years ago when this same question
was last put the gquerist mentioned the
pleasure which attended the recitation of
this plece by Danlel Dougherty, now but
s name and a tradition of elocuilon,

The Erie Basin was at Corlear's Neok.
Somewhere 1 have the authority for this
statement. It is trus that the maps do
not locate the yard of Tickett & Crock-
ett, who built the Savannah.

Horrma STuxEs Moww,
)y
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SCHOOL FOR CARD PLAYERS.

Auction Bridge. C. D. says:
dealer bida a spade and after second
hand passes the dealer's partner bids two
spades, what interpretation should ba put
on such a bld hy the dealer, the games
being royal muction, new count?

Have no idea, unless it In to give the
dealer another chance to bld, which was
the practice undar the old count; but that
is useless under the new, as the dealer
has already declined to make a bld and
announces by his original spade call that
his hand is not good for two tricks. If
the third hand has a long spade suit he
should make it royals. If he has nothing
at all he should leave it at & spade and be
sure of escaping with a maximum loss of
100 points, '

«B. C. says: The dealer blds a spade
and A, second hand, has nothing but a
suit of five to the ace. Should he name
that #uit or pass?

Pass. To take the dealer out of a
spads make is bad policy to begin with
and to assume a contract to make seven
tricks with only one im your hand Is
worse.

C C. OL. says: 7Z is the dealar when
A looks at one of his cards and remarks,
“This will take a trick, anyway."” Z offers
to bet §1 that it will not and Is taken up.
During the bldding there 1a a declaration
out of turn and a new deal is demanded
and agreed to. What about the bet on
the card in A's hand, which was the ace
of clubs?

A loses the bet, aa he made no condi-
tions. The case 18 very similar to that
of the man who bet $100 that his yacht
would reach the first turning buoy In a
race in less than an hour. Tha race was
called off at the starting point for want
of sufMcient entries and ha lost his bet be-
causs ha made no condition that the race
should be salled. Such cases are usually
covered by the sporting phrass, “Play or
pay,” which means that the bet 1s lost if
the event does not come off.

F. M. M. says: Wa have a convantion
that a two sapads bid by the dealer means
that he ean support A nu trumper. This
bid having been made and passed by the
swecond hand, the dealer's partner finds
himaelf with four cluba, seven high; thres
of each of the other suits, eight or nine
high. As actually played T bid thres
spades, B sald two hearts and the dealer
went two royals and lost heavily.

This 1s a good example of an attempt
to apply the methods of bidding under
the old coeunt to the declarations under
the new count. Two spades shows three
tricks In the dealer's hand, two of them
in the spade suit, but not more tham four
spades in all, or the bld would be a
royal. Tt mpeans no more than any other
original suft bid, so far as supporting a
no trumper goes. As Y could not sup-
port anything and the call was not outbld,
he should have passed, and when B kindly
took them out of it with a heart, the
dealer should have dropped it. To bld
two royals on a hand that 4id not justify

a bid of one royal at the start, aftar his
‘partner had passed and a suit was de-
clared against him, would have been feol-
loss {is attributable to Y's
bidding three mpades, which nright have
If Y's idea was to glve his
patrner another bid, hes fell into the old
error of giving a player & chance which
from the light mkeleton structure of thethat player has already declined to take
1f the dealer had any
the LUght good declaration, he would have made it

ish. The

misled Z.

at cheaper rates.

at the start.

A. C. mays:

tricks is complets but not tufned down

when the next trick s completed. Befare
its name come Into Engliah from India{uither trick was turned down the declarer

means a light|Aetectsad a revoke In the first and proved

it. The penalty was refused on the

down.

Leading or playing to a succeeding trick
establishes the revoke, so that If it was
made In the first of the two In question,
| tha player In error must have plaved to
The fault seems to lle with the
partner, who does not ask the usual ques-
Therea ought to be a law that iIf
i playver does not ask his partner, when
he eees that partner renounce, he shall
Good players

the next.

tlon.

pay the loss on the revoke,
make it a rule to ask, “No spades, part-
ner”' even If they know thirteen of the
suit are in sight.

C. H. K. asks In what way B's bld is

irregular, as stated In the answer to F.
M. two wecks ago. “Y corrects a bd

of two clubs to thea three clubs necessary
bid, and then

to overcall the previous

passes. B bids two no trumpa.”

The irregularity of B's bid lles in the
fact that ha had no right to bid at all, but
when neither of his opponents ohjected te
it, but passed it, and played the hand eut
on It, the irregularity is condoned. The
law says that B cannot bld unless one of
his opponents bids higher or doubles A's
He passesa.

amended call. Y does neither.

But any Irregularity goes If no one ob-
jects to fit.

H. T. C. asks where coples of the of-
cial laws for royval auction may be ob-
talned.

The official lawas are published by The
Whist Club, 13 West Thirty-sixth street,
New York eity, but the new code, giving
the new count, will not be ready for dais-
tribution until next month. Address the
secretary, Clarence A. Henriques.

J. T. G. says: My partner deals and
bids a club. I hold five top honors in dla-
monds, nothing else, and am run up to
three diamonds by an opponent's hea
bid, my partner passing. When thre
hearts are bld against me should I pass
or go four dlamonds, it belng the rubber
game?

If it looks as if they would go game In
hearts and win the rubber it is worth
while to bld as high as five dlamonds to
save It, as the most you can lose, even If
doubled, is 400 in penalties, less five hon-
ors In one hand, worth 66. This is based,
of course, on the dealer's having two
tricks In his hand to justify his opening
call, which, with your flve sure tricks In
trumnps, is seven certuin.

Euchre. J. M. C. says: We are playlag
five hand, two lowest men to pay. A
wants 3, B and C 2 each, when A ia
euchred. A contends that he does not
lose the game because there must be only
two men In when the game I8 finished.

It the stipulation is for the two lowest
men to lose when the game ends, and It
ends when B and C get out by euchring
A and his partners, the loss must fall on
the two that have the lowest scores of
the three left in,

Poker. G A, L. says: A player asks
for & card and it is so held by the dealer
that the player says he can ngme it and
calls the four of clubs. Tha card s faced
and proves to be the six. Ia his hand foul,
or must he take the card? If he had called
it correctly could he have demanded
another? i

He muat take the card, no matter what
it 1s. The fact that he could get a peep
At it before it was dealt to him. does not
compel him to tell the whole table what he
is about to get. Unless the card Is ex-
posed face up by the dealef in the act of
dealing it the player must keep it. What
difference does It make whether the player
knows & second or two sooner what he is
going to get, or walts until he plcks it up
and looks at It

If ths

The winning declaration
is four dlamonds. One of the declarer's

CUTTING CARRARA MARBLE.

Ttallan Mountains of It Have Been
Quarried Over 2,000 Years.

Contrary to'gensral bellef, the Carrara
Mountains, or Apuan Alps, are not com-
posed entirely of marble, although de-
| posita occur throughout the group,
which extends nearly parallel with the
Itallan coast for about forty miles, from
Aulla to Lucea. Undoubtedly the larg-
est and best deposits are at or near Car-
rara, where there are 4395 quarries (out
of a total of 722 In the entire district)
in active operation.

The product of these Carrara quarries
has been known for centuries through-
out the civilized world; and although
other marble has been sought and many
deposits have been discoversd and de-
veloped In other countriea it Is stated
in Consular and Trade Reporta that no
superior or equeal of the Carrara prod-
uct has yet been found.

This is shown by the fact that the de-
mand steadily increases despite the ad-
vanced cost of productipn of recent
years, which has caused higher prices.
In fact, the demand for certain quall-
tles of Carrara marble is often greater
than the supply. This was the case In
1911, when 290,664 metric tons of rqugh
marble and marble manufactures waro
shipped from the Carrara and neigh-
boring quarries and studios.

And although this was 13,921 tons
higher than any previous year's record,
thers was an unsatisfiled demand for
rough blocks estimated at 4,000 tons
more, part of which was carried over for
fulfiiment in 1912 and the remainder
was diverted elsewhere. This fallure
on the part of the Carrara industry to
meet the demand s probably due to a
shortage In first d good wsecond
quality white and pome of the veined
and colored marbles. Of third and
fourth quality marble thers was prob-
ably an oversupply quarried.

Although denled by the principal
quarry owners, it is generally belleved
that first and second qualitY ordinary
Carrara marble Is diminishing in quan-
tity and that ths quarries produce an in-
creasing percentage of third and lower
qualities. It is certain that there s a
strong tendency on the purt of the
producers to shift the classitications so
that a good second becomes a falr first,
a good third a falr or poor second, &c.

On the other hand it must be remem-
Lered that as quarrylng goes deeper
the quallity of the product varics, and If
there has been a shortage of the best
qualitles of marble for some time it is
Just as llkly to Improve in the future.
In many of the quarries there is a
marked improvement In quality as com-
pared with the production of the same
quarries a year or two ago.

The jagged, rough, precipitous char-
acter of the Apuan Alps and the pecul-
lar geologic formation of the deposits,
which can:be expressively likened to a
tortuous, broken puzzle, difficult of ac-
cexs, account in A& great measurs for the
slow and unique manner In which the
Carrara Industry has developed as com-
pared with the marble Industry in
America. But the main reason for the
slow development and improvement is
the lack of unity on the part of the
owners,

The marble was quarried as far back
as several centuries before Christ, when
the Etruscans, with no other tools than
sledge and wedge, split off the out-
cropping strata by main force. After
them came the Romans, who continued
to quarry Carrara marble until the fall
of the empjre. After that It was appar-
ently forgotten for centuries until the
great religlous awakening of the early
Middle Ages tcok place. This renewed
the demand for marble and, belng fol-
lowed by the artistic revival of the fAif-
teenth century, gave the Industry an
impetus which has lasted to the pres-
ent time,

The wasteful process of quarrying by
means of blasting powder is stlil In usa
to & great extent, although It is be-
Ing rapidly replaced, wheraver pos-
sible, by the employment of the end-
le=s, mpiral grooved wire. This wire,
usually about 1,600 feet long, works
tightly stretched over a system of pul-
leys attached to standards, two of
which are placed on elther side of the
section to be cut.

Hard sand, brought from Viaregglo
for the purpose, is mixed with water
and allowed to flow In g steady stream
under the rapldly moving wire. This
produces a clean cut. The wire work-
ing at full capacity will cut a surface
of about 700 square fest |1 forty-eight
hours and consumes during that time
about nine tons of sand. One of the
most serious problems of the quarry
owners {s the accumulation of enor-
mous quantities of waste. Sometimes
It Interferes so much wlith operations
as to render them unprofitable,

The only use that has been found for
the waste is for ‘the nufacture of
granito, used for making "terrazzo (ter-
race) floors, and the dust resulting
from this process |s one of the most
important {ingredients used Iin the
manufacture of glass, but the total
amount of waste consumbed In this way
is Insignificant. In places it has en-
croached on the loading stages of the
rallway and high retaining walls have
been constructed along the roads lead-
Ing to the quarries to save them from
obatruction. No solution of the prob-
lem has yet been found, though many
suggestions have been made. Frobably
the most feasible one is to construct
aerial cables to carry all new, waste
to the lowlands.

When the blocks are ready to be
marketed they are placed on skids and
lowered by special gangs of men, known
as lizzatorl, down the mountainside
with the ald of very large hemp cables
or ox geams to the loading stages of
the marble rallway, as the case may
demand. The majority of tha blocks In-
tended for export are shipped on the
marble rallway to the seaport (Marina
dl Carrara), there to be loaded from
the double tracked wooden plers (which
are equipped with one 25 ton electric
and several hand cranes) onto salling
vessels which carry them direct to
Mediterranean ports or transship them
on steamers at Genoa or Leghorn for
longer journeyws.

There are at present 12,000 men and
boys employed in the quarries. In the
160 sawmlills distributed over the same
nsection there are 2,000 men and boys
employed. In the studios and marble
workghops there are 2,640, and engaged
in transportation and loading of marble
there are 1,425 more, making a total
male working population of 17,965, Of
these, 680 are boys under 15 years of
age.
industry ls $32,000,000, 10 per cent. of
which is forelgn (mostly English) and
90 per cent Itallan.

The present union prices per cuble
meter, f. o, b, Carrara, for ordinary
white Carrara marble, known In the
trade as Blanco Chigro, are, according
to slze of blocks: First quality, $36.67
to §63.69; mecond quality, $32.81 to
$55.97; third quality, $28.86 to $48.25;
fourth quality, $27.08 to $20.86, (One
| cuble meter equals 35.814 cuble feat,
and welghs approximately 6,077 pounds.)
) Blocks of resl stat. ry marble are mot

The estimated total capital in the | hes
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often sold by cublc measure. The valua
of the first quality Is $140 to §500 per
cuble meter, according to the slze of the
blocks.

In addition to the ordinary Carrara
and statuary marble there is an Inter-
mediate grade known as Blanco I'., of
whits pure. It has a very fine texture
and Is a dead white In cclor, the best
quality belng without markings or
velns, It Is found In the Massa and
Pletrasanta quarries and ia used mostly
for ecclesfastical statuary and altar
work, and is valued at about 30 per
cent. morg than first. quality ordinary.
Thers i also a grade known as Iinglish
veined marble. which Is similar to first
quality ordinary in texturs and color
and has delicate black veins,

The colored marbles vary aven mora
in price, the finer grades selling as high
as $10 a cublec foot. The grades bhast
known In America are: Bardigllo
(dark dove colored with occasional

whitish velhs), found In alternate
rtrata with ordinary white marble;
Paonazzo (varicolored mottles and

veins on a cream colored backgroundy,
Paonazzetto (alternate white and- dark
background with fine colored Inter-
laced veins);: Brecce, sometimes quar-
ried In very large blocks, is a compact
conglomerate contalning a large pro-
portion of flint, and In color it varies
from ash gray to a blood red In ground,
penetrated in every direction by yellow,
blue, white and red veins and markings.
There are numerous other colored mar-
bles found around Carrara which are
much less known commercially than
thoss mentioned, though none the lesa
valuable,

RECLAIMING THE DESERT.

@overnment fpendiag Milllens im
Great Irrigation Projects.

One of the great problems of Western
Amaerica has been that of reclalming the
desert. In order to make the land,
wonderfully rich in every othar respect,
produiice In paying quantities water Is
necessary.

Irrigation was undertaken by the In-
dians hundreds of years before Colum-
bus discovered America, as the famous
Apanish explorer, Don Francisco Vas-
quez Coronado, and his brave conqu)s-
tadores found on thelr trip to Naw
Mexico In 1640. They came across
crufle irrigation ditches conveying water
from the Rlio Orande to littla plots af
land upon which the Indlan women
ralssd suMiclent' crops to appeass the
hunger of their braves. Many of thoss
same ditches, though extended, ars stinn
in use, a more adequats system not
having been deviged, although nearly
four hundred years have elapsed since
their discovery.

The great increass in the popula-
tion of the United States Auring the last
fifty years, says John Dugger in Col-
ller’s Weekly, has forced the peopla
weatward into the arld reglons, making
1t necessary to Increass the agricul-
tural area, and In ordar to do this soma
means of reclaiming the desert has had
to he dlscovered.

Upon Investigation many areas were
found where watar could be stored or
diverted, and thus made to reclalm
thousands upon thousands of acres of
barren waste, but the expense of doing
this was found to_be beyond the pock-
ets of the average land owners, and
capital could only be interested in a
very few cases.

The United States Government wans
finally appealed to, and the present
reclamation service was established un-
der the Department of the Interfor. Tha
service has been active for about ten
vears, and during that time has suc-
ceaded In bringing into bearing thou-
sands*of acres of what was once qulte
worthleas desert.

Projects have heen completed in Wyo-
ming, Montana, Idaho, Californla, New
Mexlco, Arizona and many other West-
ern States and the appropriations thus
far from Congre=a for the work have
been more than $30,000,000, all of which
wlll eventually be returned. Those own-
ing land which ha= been reclaimed by
the Government have agreed to pay for
the dellvery of water thereon at the
rate of around 235 an acre, eame to be
due in ten or more equal annual instal-
ments, the first to be made upon com-
pletion of the project. The largest dam
thus far completed is the Roosevelt dam
in the Salt River Valley, Arizona. Tt
irrigates some 200,000 acres of ‘and and
cost $8,000,000,

The largest task yet undertaken by
the reclamation service is the Engle or
Elephant Butte project in the lower Rio
Grande Valley of New Mexlco. The
construction of this plant has been un-
der way since November, 1010, Tt will
be completed In 1917 and will be the
largest and moat expensive Irrigation
system in the workl. The cost will be
more than $10,000,000, of which $5%,000,-
000 has already been appropriated by
Congress, The dam 1s pelng constructed
of rubble concrete, 400,000 cubic yards
being calculated by the reclamation en-
gineers as the amount neceseary. One
end of the great wall of concrete will
be anchored to the Elephant Butte, from
which the project takes its name, and
the other end will extend into a great
mountalin of rock.

The Rio Grande 1s belng divertad
through a huge concrete flume so that
the foundation work may be carried on
without interference. The foundation,
1,000 feet long and 200 feet wlde, 18 be-
ing Inld 65 feet below ihe river hed.
The dam will be 2656 feet high above the
foundation and 1,450 feet long on top.
It will slopa up gradually from the base
and a driveway 20 feet wide will extond
between parapet walls across the entire
length., This great artificlal mountain of
oonorete placed in the channel of the
Rio Grande willl make the largest artl-
ficial body of water in the world—a to-
tal of 2,760,000 acre feet of rtored water,
enough to submerge the entire State of
Rhode Tsland more than three feat.

The lake will cover 41,280 acres of groomd
fromn 200 feet to 10 feet deep, and will ba
forty miles long and from one to ten miles
wide, It will never go (Irr. and will irrie

ate 180,000 acres of land in New Mexico,

'exas and Old Mexico, extending from tha
dam site, 126 miles north of El Paso, down
tha Rio Grande Valley, a distance of 160
miles, Separate diversion damsand canal
systems will be constructad for Las Pa-
lomas, Rincon, Mesilla and El Paso val-

..

The diversion dam in Mesilla Valley,
known as Leasburg Unit, irrigating 26,00
acres, is already in operation. Of tho
180,000 acres to be reclaimed by the Errnjecf-
110,000 are in Naw Mexico, 40,000 in Teaxas,
and 30,000 in old Mexico, the latter heing
necessary becauss of Mexico's claim to
prior water rights.

The Government owns all the land sur-
rounding the great reservoir, and it has
n set aside as a bird preserve,
lake will be the largest south of Great Salt
Lake and west of the Rocky Mountaine.
It will have many baye and inleta, will be
stocked by the Government with bass and
other fish, and will afford camping places
for all who desire to take advantage of

them .

Like the Roosevelt dam in Arizona, thia
great body of imprisoned water will serve
another pu.rrou- than that of giving life
to the stretches of desert to the south, 1t
will be harnessed at the spilways and will
furnish power for electricity which will
be transmitted to cities, mines and farms
.tutoh.i:’ over an area of more t L)
square miles.




