
DOUKHOBORS

Hev) ike. J?ocu.. Ko"bot Dia Tkeir TkroKin Tocxr e.r Ago. HK
Russian Colonists, Pestered by Canadian

Authorities, Will Migrate to
United States

By VOLDEMAR KRUGLAK.
those Interuted in the life

Al.r. progress of the Russian
inkers, know n ns the Dou-1- .

iiobor:', whose set tlemcnts.ovcr
"v In irimbrr, are scattered In tho

pro. tines of Saskatchewan,
hrrtn and Manitoba, and In the-- Koot-- n

iv rllt i ll t of British t'oljinhln, linvi
nunre fer mine time of trouble

iT.ni nminr asly between the colon- -

" nnl the lmal nuthnrltles. due to th
commendable hut misdirected

criiv.. to inmort" th-n- i Into thr fold
eMh I'.tlt h alb -- lance, nud the Dmikho-h-.i- s

si tt'e. 1 aiinnunl. resistance, to
h ' .nt. nipt" t'i Impose even some sort

', an outward semblance to lonl 1 trie --

'') .Inects mi them.
The Doukhobots fnmr to Canada on

r i tenr undei rtnnrilnir, which was pf.
ferted on their behalf l l.rn Tolstoy
r.nd other ,v nipntlitzrr. that lhy would
to left free to live In tlvir own Uc!it.
which docs in-- : recognize I lie "sub-Vets- "

or him.in powers that lip. and
no authorllv over mankind other than
''at of Und. And for tho first eight
pnrs or so they were, nut Interfered

with.
Tint whn thr l"lnulthobor. emerged

triumphant fiotn the sombre wilderness
of vlrcln forests and deserts of western
t'anada. with nature Mihdued stretching
nt their feet In bcautifitl Nlns of field
and orchard", the British nuthmities sal
' i and ttmi, pel ice. s.i lone lis the
J loukhobnrs tir buried in tlie throe
of tholt pionrpt work their ii.stom an.l
their communal life did not mtttei
But no sooner had thev settleil down to
comparative rest and started In nirnng-In- g

their social life Into n svstem
their dogma in practice than

trouble began smouldering at once.
All sorts of pressure was brought

o bear upon the colonists, from coax-'n- c

propositions to open coercion. It
as pointed out to them that they were

"kev to forfeit thrlf land on the cround
f w'.th the letter of the
nv on land patents. The regulations
nvico for a patent being granted to

i e settler nt the end of threo years
ring which tlmu ho must cultivate at

fifteen acres of his quarter section.
True to their cooperative principles,

the Doukhobors cultivated one great
tract at the centre of the land allotted

them, 2.000 homesteads of J60 acres
eh, equal to fifteen ncres for eacli

When they came to ask for
"ir title they did not ask for Individ- -

il patent, hut for the whole piece.
" ' vurelv me t the spirit and the oh-- t

of the law, hut there was no provl-- r'

n made In the law. the authorities
' .d. fni the communal method of cultl- -

- ''"n. combining so many quarter sec-'- n

Into one huge tract of property. So
' authorities held up their title, and
' na'- - cainn forward with a thinly veiled

mat i, in to either become British
'.i ! or else forfeit tho land. The
' ikiioint-- cavo up thu land without

m. meni s heltatlon.
' ' ten veurs now since the Cana- -'

'i ! e, ntnent jjavn the Doukhobors
' In ml In woHtprn Canada 310,000

- "f land, which at the very lowest
ition must be worth MO an acre

DnuMiobois retained their free- -'

"i and llftren ncres n homestead.
' .s notliinK new for them to contend
1 '' "tTic I.i I coercion. And they are not

i of work. Their name Implies
'i' 'iieir tellRion Hch In Htrugb'UnK

' ' wristlets" would be a literal
m- - itinii.rfdbelt somewhat bemuddllng

.ii' n nlntr. About 2,000 of them re- -
d in what was left of their land,

othets. went far off Into British
in' a. wliere they purchased 10,000

' the Junction of the Columbia
"'i K " " nav thers.

i Irtiid Is now nil but .completely
ii f .1 and tli" accumulated wealth
"' i rv w settlement niountu well up

' i ond million In houses, fac- -
" '. e stock, sawmills, craln mills,

- '.tral machinery, all of which Is
"d and taxed to the full value.

' '
' is ns far as the Doukhobors will

n ii. ,r iccognlllon of political nu- -
''"'''IIS.

': ' ' will have nn police for there
' i crime among them, while theft Is

' r 'he question. They will not apply' ' on. for Interment, nor
'' ' r: mutes; In fact, tlicy will not
- to do with oinclals cx- -

l ' ' their taxes, And tills Is by no
! n account of nny nihilistic pro- -

!r-- f ... f ti,r,. (loetriDp,
rult (a Chtlfctlitnlt;- - pure apt!

"P -- be, tdijwlnxrrnpiu na can to
"'vi a o. Christ as closely ns pos-- 1

iman endeavor. In his book
'" v of tho Doukhobors' ml-v- rf

hi 'u,m llussla, .loseph KlhltiBton,
" f I'liiladclphla Quaker, a's on

W i

"Hinirr may be the opinions of
" . iln not know tho virtues of

I . .aim by actual acquaintance,''a ad ' lie pruHese of learning of
'' t'lS'.nai e.ierlciii:5 from their

" n i" and hae been witnesses of
' t far riflclntr devotion to a hlsh

"r n. tile and their affection for one an
Hhw, must believe la thnra and In their

future. A people who will not
tUlit. or steal, or drink anything Intoxi-
cating, or smoke, or use profane e,

or lie have a character which
will bring forth the best qualities of
Christian citizenship:"

All was going well In British Columbia
for four years. Willi tho Infinite pa-
tience and perse crnnce. verging on
obstinacy, characterizing, the ftusslnn
lasant. the Duukhobors' have cleared
hundreds of ncres of their new land
of the dense timber and have planted It
with fruit trees. There Is mapped out
and In part operation an Irrigation
system covering the entire territory.
nml nlrondy a domestic water supply
system fed by springs In the moun-
tains connects nM of the duelling In
the rettlements of Grand Forks, Brill-
iant, tllade, J'ass Creek and others
The mini of the mountain fastness Is
pierced by the shilll whistles of steam
tr.icto'-- s hauling modern ploughing nnd
threshing machinery, b the noN'
bustle of giaantlc- sawmills, by briiU
and concrete steam works, grain ele-
vators nnd mills nnd foundries.

In (onuectliin with the sawmills,
win re nlo nil lumber needed for thu '
buildings Is turned- - out, there ls a I

pinning mill. Finished lumber Is made!
there, and mouldings, undlstlngnlshable
floni the product of a big factor, arc!
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manufactured. All furniture, tables
and thnlrs used In the Doukhobors'
houses aie made by Doukhobor labor

An enormous pumping plant Is now
nearlng completion on tho high em-
bankment of the Kootenay llher the
largest In the whule of Canada, ns the
president of the company, 1'eter Verlgln,
pointed out to me with the neniest
approach to pride I ever witnessed In
a Doukhobor, When this plant Is In
working order the fields will be covered
by a rtetwoik of pipes. In connection
with the pumping plant a generating
station will be built to supply light and
power to the whole colony. At least this ,

unci many other enterprises were being
planned by the executive of thn com-
munity but a few weeks ago, at the,
time of my lslt to the chief, Peter
Verlgln. But storm clouds were al-

ready gathering then about the heads
of the peaceful and prosperous settlers.

On June 13 last four Doukhobors
were seized and clapped In Jail. Later ;

an officer of the law visited the
house and was received by women, who1
threw him out bodily. The Infuriated '

minion of the law raved iftid threatened'
dim reprisals. Tho women faced him i

lime nnd again with grim resolution.)
Finally the officer flung the royal war-jic- nt cruel and unjust and request you,
rant Into the house. The women ore.,ls Minister of tho hand, to' Immediately
the Into little pieces and threwpaper ori,.r thn release of our brethren."
them after him. j 40 reply was vouchsafed to this appeal.

Thus a regular war was started be- - A iPtter V;as also directed to the chief
Iween the Doukhobors and the rural constable, Dlnsmorc, nt tlreenwood. U.

police, i'ollccmen would come day after f., which elicited a very rnrt reply to the
day prying among thn graves of tho
DoukhoboiH on tho lookout for nny
flesh Interments. The Doukhobors ot
tho Grand Forks settlement got together
ono day nnd ploughed up the whole
graveard und then harrowed the land
level. Following their line of passive re- -

slstanro the settlers refused to talk to
thu j'.'Ico or answer any questions nt
all; tho r.Ii:ircn were kept away from
the KnslUh BChnol. The following tele

In
I'ncle coming

i

midst Imprls- -

make
larnllons about death mother
nnd broIier respectively; t wo others '

likewise for preparing conuis ior inn in- -

terment of dec eared, Thpy to bo
ennflrwd In Jail three months In
verv heat of such n busy seaton. when
no hands can ho spared us at
of us, Grand Forks Doukhobor Com-
munity of men, consider such treat- -
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TO SEEK FREEDOM

effect that compliance, with tho laws of
British Columbia, will be strictly

by all means In Ids power,
All of which bade III for tho Doukho

bors. It means, so far as can make
It out, that before long they will have
to cird their loins oncci more and start
out. for tho tiftli lime since their perc- -

cutic a tegan bad; In Itusslu, In quest
of some other haven of peace, no lung
und patiently sought

(The following letter was directed through
me to the Colorado Mate immigration
cnmnussiui.--i

Kindly ojlvlse us whether the State
of Colorado could accept us ns aliens, or
rather sell land to is as such, Jn lew
of the fact that In pursuit of tl.elr re-

ligious beliefs tho Doukhobors 'ate
Inclined to adopt the citizenship ot any

gram was sent tho State Secretory of. Fortunately for the heart heiivy toll-th- o

Interior nt Ottawa: (era Sam Is to their rescue,
"On the 13th of ,lune last two men proffering the hand of cordial welcome

were seized from our nnd and tho'nssurnnco of pence an. freedom
oned because they did not out dec-- 1 from political nnd religion" Interference.
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country they wish to live free from any j

iiiii-- i iei ciicci on i in pari ui local ciuinuii- -

ties. For Instance, they wish to be ex
cused from the obligatory registrations
of nny kind-- of .heir births, deaths or
marriages. They want full religious
freedom, exemption from military ser-
vice nnd from war taxation.

"Wo can manage our own nffalrs
within our settlements, nnd If we should
have any suiplus of fruit and egetnhle
crops nt our disposal, the same would
he willingly turned over to the Statu in
seme Indirect manner. Now If all this
should nut be lit Issue with the laws
of your .State und In case, tho land
would be sultuhln for us, Wo can nt
onco purchuse land to I ho amount of
one, million dollars nnd tbivotc same to
horticulture and vegetable farming,''

"I'lTTKit Vkiuois,"
Commissioner U. ('. I'addock replied

that tho llnukhobors cannot he com-
pelled to become illlzens of the I'nlted
ftates, that as aliens they may own
property, nre exempt from compulsory
military service und free to regulate
their own domestic affairs and will not
be hindered In religious worship.

In the early fall the leader of the
IJnukhobors will toko a trip to Colorado,
sntero a huso tract of Irrigated farm

n,i orchard land has already been
eni marked, upon caieful selection, with
the Iew of making necessary
provisory m rnngements. I'pon his re-

turn ii delegation . of 100 Douldiulmrs
will be detailed, like spies Into Canaan,
to go out and Investigate! the, laud from
every viewpoint; also to put up tho first
necessury buildings; next thn married
couples nnd the families will bu sent
over, and llnnlly tho single men.

i Hern is n system in all this, system
nnd coordination of effort permeate the
whole existence of tho Doukhobiir coin,
munltlesf everything Is done, upon Joint
consideration; no labor Is wasted in
slngleh muled effort and none Is under,
taken unless the requisite number of
hands can be put cm tho Job to effect
the maximum saving of time coupled
with highest ettlclency, Nn one Is ever
left idle, except upon leaching the
age of 00, when men scltle down to
enjoy Ihelr well earned rest. In summr
time till work Is suspended between the
hours of 11 to 3 In tho afternoon, All
work stops nt noon on V.ilurdays.

Tho tilling of thn land is all, done In
cno piece. There nre. no hedges nor
divisions of tho wlioln. 2,000 acres, ns
far as ownership Is 'concerned, Men
arc put to work on whatever task ther

IN COLORADO

to Buy Land and Ask
Religious and Civic

Liberty
are.best stilled for, and may be changed
to nnnthr, moro congenial to them. If It

means greater efficiency. Some are nt
work In tho fields, while others are
engaged In machine shops, others In
gardening and others again at car-

penter work. And everybody being
thus Interested In his particular line of
work, laziness Is very seldom met with.

Mr. .lames I.lghtbody, who also visited
the Dnukhobors at the same time with
me, was greatly Impressed by tho har-
mony and contentment reigning In this

I community, whose motto Is "The Chrls-- 1

tlan Community of Vnlversal Brothcr-- !
lumd." Analyzing his Impressions In n
communication to tho Victoria Dailu
Ttmrs. hp says:

"It Is the socialist Ctopla. the rcallza- -'

lion of equality, which Is being ndvo-cate- d

for the rest of the world
At Brilliant, unlike the modern city.

their arr no cares as to where the next
I day's meals are to come from. There Is

no stinting or grudging to provide sus-- 1

tenance when one's strength has ebbed
In'decllntng years. There are nn di-

visions between "mine" nnd "thine," no
man !. tlcher than his fellow therefore
thore are no jealousies or envies us to
the pciesslons of another.

Cares us to money nre totally absent,
for there Is no money In circulation.

Ono membM of the executive docs nil
the outside selling and purchasing for

I the community. Any money received
by Individual members from outside
sources Is turned over Into the treasury.
It would have no purchasing ulue
within the community, nor Is there any
need for It, for food and clothing and
all necessities of life ale doled out from
the nrloiis departments In clungo ot
these matters.

The government Is In the hands of the
people, effectively and simply, although
with nn tn.ichlnei y of govei ntnent what- -
ever. Once n week nil persons, both
men nnd Women, who have reached
Venis of mature understanding crowd
Into the largo assembly house, which
has a capacity of 2,0U. nnd discuss the
nffalrs of tho lonnnunlty. At these
meetings, held every Sunday afternoon,
the managers of each department are
given their Instructions, nccurdlng to
the popular sentiment. No definite time
Is specified at the appointment of nn
otllcer, but he holds olllce ns long as he
does his wmk well. This Is the Initia-
tive, referendum and recall system with,
out tho cumbersome machinery In use
nt the present day,

.Ml the houses are built pretty much
after the ame plan. I.ll.e ever.v tiling
built or used or worn by the Doukhbors
their residences are devoid ot nil elabo-
rateness or ornamentation of any kind,
hut eminently substantial and practical
for all Intents nnd purposes. They are
always liuilt In pairs, nnd nt n respect-
ful distance from other buildings for
sanitary reasons and lire Isolation.
There Is an abundance of air and light,
Fach dwelling accommodates no less
than thirty people. .Married folk huvo
double bedrooms. All beds are taken
out of doois every morning and given

In thin ousch sunning nnd airing. At the
rear of each pair of bulluitiGs there Is a
hath house, with a boiler In thn centre,
supplying steam for thn hot room and
hot water for tho numerous batlm
around.

All the women ot encli household
take turns at cooking nnd baking the
bread for all tho Inmutes. The food Is
very appetizing nnd'well cooked, Need-
les to say the Dnulthohnrs int no meat
or esgs. The first Impression which
strikes n stranger enieiing a DouUho-bo- r

nettlemen' at night, ns I did, Is
the absolute stillness of the place, which

Uit lltst seemi almost uncanny. Unci
j rrallzPii, before lung that this Is duo to
I tint absence of either dogs or poultry in
I the place. The Doukhobors have no
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use for either, since chickens cannot h

raised or sold for any other purposn
than eating, nnd dogs would have noth-
ing to watch.

The men look hale and sturdy nnd thi
children are almost without exception

' pictures ot blossoming health. In your
walk, If school lie not In session, yotl
will bo passed by numbers ot them, thn
girls picturesque In bright colors nnd
the boys well, us growing mischief lov-

ing boys nlvvays dress. All have an In-

quiring. Inquisitive look, for strungers
are not seen every day, ot disrespect Is
totally absent, nnd they call to you

'"Hello!" their tlrst word ot llngllsh
probably, nnd the' boys doff their hats
and the girls nod their heads.

Tho top floor of the great assembly
housc contains several big class rooms.

I The school has recently been put In
commission by thn provincial Govern-- I
ment, with nn Kngllsh speaking school- -

ma'am In It, nnd the children, so they
say, follow their studies with Buch nn
avidity that playing truant Is practically
an unheard of offence. In fact they
como nround to the school before their
teacher rises In the morning, nnd'sho Is,
nn eaily riser.

Suro enough they havo a Inrgn and
well nppolnted hospital at Brilliant, and
they have everything there except doc-

tors, nurses or Inmates. Tho building
is Inhabited by a superannuated and
very nffnblo Janitor. Karh dwelling

, comprises two special emergency rooms
I ono of them adapled for women In
confinement.

Tho Doukhobors show great consid-
eration and solicitude for their women.
As a general rule no family Is encuni- -'

bered with more than two or three chll-- 1

dren, nnd this by no means for reasons,
of economy. In fnct equality of sexes
has reached Its highest expression In
their social life. Women nre recognized
as being competent to judge upon all of
the nffnlrs of their community. Not
only do they share In all administrative)
work and take part in nil thn counsels,
but they also perform nil the religious
rites nnd conduct divine services on tho
same footing with men. ns can bo seen
from accompanying photographs taken
bv me.

I'rayers nre nlways held In the open
nlr, weather permitting. Tho congre-
gation always stand, nnd not only

I bareheaded hut In their bare feet as
I well. In mimmer. J'r.iyor books they

have none, neither Is tliero a place of
i

worship In the direct sense. In nasty
weather prayer meetings are held In
the great assembly hall, but the place)

i bears not n trnce ot any religious
emblems anything to Impart nny
sacred significance to Itself. Ciod Is
within men. they hold, so the place of
worship Is where tho congregation
happens to meet. They havo no written
laws or rules, and no written prayers.
There Is nothing fixed or moulded In
their worship--I- t Is n Uvo nnd snon- -
tnneous religion. Tho hymps which
they sing pass from generation in
generation by oral tradition modified
nnd milled to.

Tho figure of Peter Verlgln, tho
leader of the entire Doukhobor sect,
now In America, Is Indeed one of almost,
awe Inspiring personality. If ever (hero
was n born lender of men 1'eler Verlgln
Is one. lie Is the seventh lender ot thn
Doukhobor sect, which has been In
existence for 200 years. Tho one pre-
ceding him was n woman, I.ookerla
Vassllevna, who succeeded her husband
In this capacity. Him found and marked
Verlgln for leadership when ho was a
mere boy. Ho belonged to a' very
wealthy family of the Doukhobor

nnd he followed her Implicitly.
Iln was given a thorough education

and prepared very painstakingly u
assume this Important post, which slm
passed on to him on her deathbed. No
sooner had he assumed the leadership
then he started n movement of passlvn
resistance to tho Russian Government'
system of compulsory military service,
lie was soon seized by the uulhorltlex

Land exiled to Siberia, lie was kept In
exile for sixteen years-lo- ng after thn
last of the Doukhobors migrated from
Russia- - but he never relinquished
leadership over his held.

11 maintained a constant
j

spondence with Count I.eo Tolstoy, who
was an urdent champion of the lloukho-ho- r

cause. Tolstoy never sold the copy.
I right for his books or accepted any

royalties from thn publishers, but ho
j mado an exception In the casn of tho

famous novel "Resurrection," tho pro.
I reeds ot which went to assist Uio

Doukhobors In migrating from Russia
j Piter Verlgln Is now 5S years o,,,.

Ho Is possessed of a powerful cnnsiltu.
lion and a quiet energy, which knows
nn obstacles nnd nn defeat. Yet ho is
simple, affable nnd good natured In
the extreme. He Is constantly ovu-
lating among nil the Doukhobor settle.

; meiits attending to nil matters ac-- j
cumulating during hl.i absence.

There Is no doubt that thn mlgra-- ,
Hon of the Doukhobors Into the I'nlted
Htntett could only be welcomed by this
country. W'tli the moro propitious
climate and tu fcedom of wnlcli they
nro assured, they n,io certain to pro.
per and help to develop tho natural
vvcaltli of the State. i4
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