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JOAN OF ARC OF WEST HAMMON

Remarkable War Waged Single Handed
by a Young Woman Against the Dive

Keepers Who

Cmtcaan, Sapt. 24,

IS8 Virginia Brooks s just

now the most talked of woman

inall the region about Chieago.

She has coms triumphantly
thronigh A two yvear fight against tha
graft and corruption of a gang of poli-
tielans and dive keepers who for years
have henan in control at West Hammond,
. In along and bittar battle, in which
she fought virtually single handed, she
has swapt her foes out of power and re-
placed them by honeat and eapable offi-
ciala.  Sha has closed the dives and made
the little eity on the Indiana line fit to
live In.

Many parsons hava heard of Hammond,
Ind . but faw outaide ita immediate vioin-
{tvr have heard of West Hammond, Ill.
Miss Brooka put West Hammond on the
map. She is now called tha Joan of Aro
of Weat Hammond. The titla is high
sounding, but it is not inaptly applied
to her. Bhe has not made world history,
as did the Maid of Orleans, but her fight
waa great in its way. It was an epio of
womAn's courage.

West Hammond was foundod twenty

agn by Oliver H. Brooks,
Brooks's father., It is a town of
0,000 Inhabitants. Of theses, 5,000 are
Poles and the remainder are mostly
foreignera of other nationalities.
It adjoina Hammond, Ind., a thriving
oity of 20,000 pesopls. The two towns
merge into aach other. Thera ia nothing
to show that a State line divides tham.
On one side of a street of pretty cottages
{s Indiana and on the other Illinois. West
Hammond is a town of factories and
slaughtar houses, of cottages and modest
frame houses which are the homes of
working people. There are few people
i{n the plaos who do not labor with their
hands.

Hammond, Ind., has no divea of its

own. Its oleanliness in this raspect is

due largely to the fact that the vicious |

elameant found it good poliey to placas a
Stata lina bhetween itself and Indi-
ana law. The people of the Indiana city

‘were powerlesa to combat dive keepers |

in Illinois. So West Ha:nmond from thae
firat hecame the “red licht distriot® of
Hammond.

In time the dive keepora groaw rich and
roawerful.
which elected town aMrinla, aelacted the
chinf of police, tha members of the police
forcs und justicss of the peaca; in short
cwmad the town hody and soul. The
peolioe did not dare to interafora with the
et whom they owed their poaitiona
1 theip wery broad and butter.

]

In con-

g oo the dives were operated in reck-
< tarazard of law.

West ITammond resorts were com-

kFimgtion silnona, gambling housns and

ivea Alonz the walls of the room in
v hich the har wae located wera all a0, 08
of gambline gamea—faro, stud poker,
draw paker, bacearat, banked craps and
rovglatte
heen ecronkad

Robbery was of dailv oceurrence.
Either A man waa flrecad at the games or
a woman picked his pookets. If a man
proved difficult to handla by ordinary
methods ha was drugged. In a recent
investigation of the dives by the Cook
ocounty authorities from Chicagn what
was known as a "death hottle™ was found
enthe ghelves of all the dives. It is
sid to have contained knockout dropa

A man who had been drugged and
robbed was ocarried out by a rear door
and thrown upon the prairie far from the
pénort in which he hed been renderad un-
gonscious, There was a rumor that one
of the resorts had a tunnel leading un-
derground from'a rear room to the prairie
and that this tunnel waa used for getting
rid of the victims of knockout drops.
The rumor was persistent, but the Cook
county nfficers failed to find it.

But robbery and whits slavery are not
the gravest of the charges Mias Brooks
made against the dives. She unearthed
evidence to show that a number of mur-
ders had been committed by the dive
isepers and their hanyers on in the last
fow years. Miss Brool.s beliaves that these
murders number at least twenty. Three
personas died recently after visita to Fosa's
resort. One of these, John Messmaker,
was undoubtedly murdered. Coroner
Hoffman at the instigation of Misa Brooks
disintarred his body and found enough
polson in his viscera to kill a dozen men.

A cab driver who had driven Mesamaker
about during the latter’s last debauch was
found dead on the prairia. It is bolleved
he was quietly reamoved bacause he knew
too much about the Measmaker death.
Eather Harrison, an inmate of the resort,
also died under inysterious circumstances.
All these deaths are being investigated.

The advent of Miss Brooks into this
erimaridden community was an accident,
Her fathar diad when she was a girl, leav-
ing n romfortable estate to his widow and
Miss Brooks, who was his only child., Part
of the estate consisied of 118 piaces of real
eatate in West Hainmond., Misa Brooks
was born and grew up in Chicage. Sheand
her mather lived in an apartment on the
Korth Side.  Miss Brooks was a favorite
in sociaty

Miss Brooks is pretty. There is hardly
aeipoestion of anything heroie in her ap-

fearan o, she is below medium height,
Elender, paloe, and so delicate as to soem
almost fragile. In her smart tailored

clathe | her patent leather boots, immacu-
late shirt waiat and white gloves she looks
the woran ol leisura. The only hint of
ine  of tha Joan of Are character

18 to be found in her steady, fearless gray
eyes e lloman curve of her nose and the
datecniined, tightly compressed uncoms-
pPromising mouth, She is 25 years old.

The politicians who ruled Waest Ham-
mond were growing rich on exorbitant
property assesaments. They assessed the
real estate of Mrs. Brooks and her daugh-
ter $100 for every twenty-five front feet.
Mra. Brooks could not afford to pay the
Aasensments. It was only a question of
time when the men who were thus jug-
gling with her holdings would gobble
them up at forcod sale.

It was to fight this unjust tazation that
Miss Virginia Brooks moved to West
Hammond. She won her own private
fight. ‘Then she took up the fight for the
redemption of the town.

Bhe took up her residence in West Ham-
Wond in November, 1010. The two years
Wet have followed have bean crowded
;it-':. exciting incident. Here are some

the her

Ran the Town

Sha started a newspaper {1 which aha
denounced the men reaponsible for con-
ditiona in West Hammond.

She placarded the town with postars |
and flooded the strecta with handbills |
which exposed the highhandad and dis-
honest methods of tha political gang in
power and its allies, the divekeepers.

8he won her figcht for reduced assesa-
ments whan Jud=e John E. Owens of ths
County Court of Cook county cut down
Weat Hammond's streat asssssments
$20,000 yearly.

She exposed a brazenly fraudualent elec-
tion by which a ganz of tricksters pro-
posed to continue thair power and she
foroed another clection.

She brought about tha election of a
reform ticket which has given Weat
Hammond honest officiala. During this
administration Mias Brooka has been the
power behind the throna. Tha officials
take no important step without consulting
her. She is the real political boss of the
town.

She headed a mah of woman which
stopped the laving of rotten streat pave-
ment and fought the polica when theyv |
attacked tha feminina crusaders with
clubs and revolvers

She had a personal eneounter with a big |
policeman who knocked her down and
whore face she slapped. |

Bhe waa arrested and locked in a rnll[
for fire hours and was releasad only |
when a mob threatenad to storm the jail
and set her free. l

She exposed the eonditions in tha dives.

She began a fight upon the weal hy !
and influential men who own the dive
buildings, her exposures causing scandal
which almost disrupted a fashionable
woman's club,

She exposed the methods of Weat

Thar formed a viea trust, |

All tha games are said to have |

Hammond's justices of the peace and had
{them arrested on charges of graft and
| malfecsance.

| Bhe started an invesatigation which haa
laid one murder at the door of the dive
keapars and promises to bring to light |
| avidence of saveral mora.

She has closed the dives.

She has aroused & public eentiment
!in Weat Hammond that bide fair to keep
|the town clean.

When you set foot in West Hammond |
vou feal the atmosphere of battle. There
ia an indefinable mimething abroad that |
anggesta a fleld recently awept by hostila |
fire; it is as if the smoke of gunpowder |
gtill hung in the air.
i divea—they are closad, the blinds are
drawn. Fat man, red faced, heavy jowled, |
| hlear eved, with loud clothes and heavy
watchchains and a general air of sinister
Ipmsparity. stand in front and glare at |
| ¥ou as you pasa  Thesa are the men that |
| Misa Brooka has bean fighting. They
lara ugly lboking customers, theaa mean,
and vou feel that to fight them wonld be |
a man size job, requiring a real man’'s |
courages and hardihand. |

and I know how to shoot.
ever get us wa shall do our best to take

You pasa the famous | *

In othor parts of town you nnticol

much as her death. They have hired
bravos who would do the job for a pit-
tance if they could poniard or shoot
her secretly. Only their fear of the
gallows has prevented it so far

*Our puns are alwava loaded. We
keep two Winchester rifles and several
revolvers in the houss and both Virginia
If our enemies

soma of them with nus.

“We are not afraid. Twice a week
Virginia makes it her eustom to walk
siowly past the dives for no reason in
the world exce;it to show tha divekeepers

Just here Misa Virginia comes into the
little parlor. She has on a house gown
and an apron. Her faoa is flushed from
the kitchen fire. Joan of Arc has been
cooking—frying ham, you suspect, from
the savory smell. She looks very dainty
and feminina and gentle as she sinks
into a rocking chair,

“My fight In Waest Hammond," saya | We shall have to wt our real estate go.

CTOBER 6, 1912,

through. [t was notifications of assess-
ments dus on our rather large holdings
of real estate in West Hammond,

*Duar me, child,’ sald mother wearily,
!‘the assessments will foot up £20,000 in
la few years. It is outragoous, but 1 see
Ino remedy. Our property is bringing in

nothing. Wa can't afford such tazxes.

e
=

D WINS HER FIGHT.

Years Battle

Miss Brooks, *hegan selfishly and grew | Wa can't hold it any longer.’

anr_l broadenad as it went on into a fight
for the redemption of the town. When

“I had never paid much attention to our
West Hammoned realty.
mother and 1 wem living quietly in Chi- | my social affairs.

cago the postman one day brought us'and take notice,

ano armful of mail. Mother glanced 'li “Our property was valuable. It would

Thrae “Wasse
Mummeond Joints

The men are in overalls. The women are
in calico and ginghams with black rhawls
over their heads. With earnest, serious

for the betterment of the town.
women are as deeply interested in these
things as the men. ‘These groups are a
visible expression of the new spirit of
West Hammond born of Miss Brooks's
crusade,

In the midat of a district of cottages
inhabited by Polish laborers stands
neat, white cottage with a porch in front
of it and a little front vard bright with
flowers., This is the home of Wast Ham-
mond's Joan of Arc. A knook brings
Mrs, Brooks to the door. In this tall,
spars woman, with snow white hair, you
see just where Miss Virginia got her fight-
ing qualities. You feel sure at a glance
that Mrs. Brooks possesses fearlesa-
nosa and strength of character.

It is & pretty littlo home inside, with
pictures on the wall, a piano, a well
filled library and a general air of old
fashionad hominesa and comfort. Thera
is nothing to suggest that this little cot-
tage is the citadel of the reform forces
from which the West Hammond war has
been directed. Geraniums bloom in the
yard. Morning glories twining about
the pillars of the porch shake their gor-
geous bells in a gentle breeze. Peaceful,
yes. Dut if you listen a while to Mrs.
Brooks you will roalize that all is not so
peaceful aa it seems.

*This fight,” says the white haired
mother, “has given us two women living
here alone some exciting times. Many
a night Virginia and I have taken turns
at sleeping while the other stood watch
to guard against assassination. We
newer dare sit at night by a window with

faces, they are discussing civio problems |
= =

EXPLORATION OF THE E

groups of men and women on the corners. | ahe does not fear them. And as she walks

by, those fat, bloated old spiders of ini-
quity follow her with eyes of venomous
hatred.*

I wax busy with
This made me sit up

then I made up my mind to fight. I was
& woman and I never had fought any
tort of fight before, but I felt that if [
| went about it in the right way 1 showd
| find justiee in the end.

“‘Mother,' I said, ‘we will move to West

Hammond to-morrow.’

“And we did. We rented a cottage in
the heart of the Polish district. Our
neighbors on all sides were poor Polish
working people. We determinad to
throw in our lot with them, to live as
they live, to become one with them.
| They had the same grie vances as ourselves
and 1 detarmined to fight not only for
onrselves but for them.

“The firet week 1 waa in town [ callad
a mass meeting of citizens to see what
ieould be dons about assessments, This
|aroused public sentiment against the

gang of politiciana who were robbing
ythe paonle. It bore it fruit in practical
reaults later, but not then,

“S8oon after [ had coma 1n Wast Ham-
mond an election was held upon tha prop-
osition tn maka the town a ecity. Tha

| politicians wanted to turn it into a city.
| They hoped in this way to acquire greater
power and to continue it indafinitely.

“I saw that the ballots were fraudulent,
They were so printed that 'Yes' was after
the proposition to change the town into
a city and "No' after the propnsition to
retain the town form of governmeaent. No
mutter which way one voted it wis a
voio for the changa. It reminded me of
tosgsing a penny, 'Heads [ win, tails you

| losn'

“T took the ballots before Justice Green,
 the game Magistrate whom 1 afterward
| had arrestad on a malfeisanon charge,
{and he declare: sagely that the ballows
| wers probably not exactly legal under the
[ stautines, but were perfectly so under the
| Torrens system. Of coursa the politi-
! vians won tha elaction; thera was no way
| for them to lose. But I had the rasult

declared null and void and another elec-
tinn held.

“This time the town was tumed into
a city, but by legal votes. [ was not
opposad to this. In a subsequent elac-
tion of ecity officers, the reform crowd,
headad by myself, won. Our candidatea
took office and have been at tha head of

jafTairs ever since. We succeaded only
| recently, however, in getting rid of a
hostile chiaf of police,

“In the first fow weeka of my West
| Hammond residence I bagan the publiea-
| tion of tha West Hammond Searchlight,

a small newspaper. It certainly was all
| that ita nama implied. No dark corners

of graft, viee or dishonesty escaped. 1.

called a spade a spade. 1 named names.
| 1 Iat the people know just who was rob-
bing them.

“1 exposed the grafters who were grow-
ing rich upon exorbitant taxes and assess-
menta and paying none themselves. 1
told just what the dives were doing. 1|
gave the names of girls imported from

Virginis
Brocks

Callt-". Home of
Miss Virginis Brooke
Wes?¥ Hemmeoend

By a NEW ZEALANDER.

I, too,
American.

have suffered. But not as an

thelr volces were mo suggestive of A
mouthful of marble that 1 had to strain
my concentrative powers to follow them

We Naow Zealanders have at!at all: and thelr affectation was so paln-

intervals to put up with Engilsh criti- | ful that 1 could only look at themn in

clemms voleed In drawing rooms or In
newspaper columns concerning our awful
accent, ao offensive to tha sensitiveness
of the superior English ear.

1 had heard mo much about it, indeed,
that when I arranged to spend some
months Iin England, on my way to the
Columbia University, I detarmined to ex-
plora the English volce. I'rom the very

| outset I was warned against America. The

{dea of a colonlal travelllng half way
round the world to pass by the safe, set-
tled and hoary traditlons of British uni.
versitles for the unknown pitfalls of an
American one falrly kidnapped the last
remaining British breath! And the final
exclamation hurled st me was invariably:

“But you'll get the awful American
volee."

That was meant to be unanswerable
But It wasn't, It remained to me to some-
what ruffe the self-satisfied opinions of
thoss very estimable people concerning
their great asset,

For I left England wondering what on
earth the English volce was, and where-
abouts in England people spoke English. 1
saw In the north, at bank holiday time, tens
of thousands of English men and women
who speak nothing but dlalects; I heard
cockney in almost every street in Lon-
don; 1 heard In the West End well bred
affectation—tones produced, as It were,
around a substantial marbie wabbling In
the réglon of the tonsils; I heard languid
drawls, simpers, high pltched aflver bell
lsps; 1 heard terminal aws and eclipped
g's and feeble h's; but rarely did I hear
what 1 should call just a fine, clear in-
terosting volce speaking good plain Eng-

BOrry \\'ondrr. with inward gasps at their
absurdity,

Then In my experience s A
in New Zealand public schools some
ago 1 frequently met imported Engilsh
university educated inspectors who were
quite unintelligible,  Also in our colonial

Ara

(parllaments 1 have often heard It stated,

for that the

umually had af-

ard have proved myself,
British university inen
fectations that made them the hardest
of ull speakers to follow. The late
Premier in the New South Wales legis-
lative Assembly, an @xford man, has a
volee that is the despalr of reporters,
He clips his final syllables, and his utter-
ancoe 18 so thick that he almost needs an
interpreter, .
Further, not so long ago the cultured
university man and actor, H. B. Irving,
visited New Zealand, where he was se-
verely taken to task, humorously enough,
by an American, the editor of the T'riod,
for his extraordinary mouthing, his ex-

aggerated drawl and his inexcusable
mispronunclation, *“me murther” (my
mother) being a falr sample of Lis

linguistlo gymnastics. 1f 1 remember
rightly Mr. Irving also halls from Ox-
ford, the most lauded culture area in the
world.

Bo, now, what are we poor benighted
outsiders to do about it? How are we
to know what English is, and who speaks
it? And won't England, for the en-
lightenment of the world In general and
English speaking countries In particular,
send some sample voice producers abroad
to show us how it's done, and what we
are expected to imitate?

The truth about accent ia that nobody
should have an accent at all, We should
have just plain volces, clear, well modu-
lated, rich in quality, and low pitched In
tone. 1 don't doubt that there are a great
many people In England with just such
volces, And I'm equally certain that
there are just as many In Amerleoa,

As a matter of fact, the very flist person
to greet me in Columbia University wus an
American woman with a volce much more
fascinating, clear and musical than any

1
met

in And since then I'
Mard in England. And since then I've

NGLISH ACCENT

teacher |

Foss 'Rasowr '
WHERE THE MESSMARSR
MuURDER OCLVARAD

Chicago and rold into white slavery,

—

|
'
|

|
|
|

|
|

|
becoma largely more valuahle in time.
| 1 did not proposa to lose it. | knew thero
!wm- something wrong in a system of
| taxation that would rob us of it. Right
|

A way it adds to the pleasure of liv-
1ing. Certainly 1t e | American ac-
cent. But 1, for one, fall 1o ses that it's
nny more offongive then brand on the
other =ide of hir pand And anyway,
who's 1o o i one  country's
aceent I8 any Letier than annthe®s?

As o nronyr in aslmply a
| matter of century, un rrice and
LEALE, 1t Is o i from
| tone quality Wh Ameri
can does say ol i, Loe

maytio in stead of tomoato Hoe may pro-

nounee his o sound fnoa far more pleasing
way than the Fncilshiman does his a
sound, his sharp o far more delightfully
han does the other s hromd a. What can
‘hr more ohjectionable thaa the manner

in which so many supporedly well edu-
|cated Knzlish people turn every terminal
‘er Inte ah?

Of all the affactations I've ever known
1 think that attached to the Engl'sh volee
{2 abisolutely the t riticulous and the
II--;mt excensnhle, me it's a slgn of
mental demeverncy. My two Newnham ad-
visers had it badly, 1If they were falr!
gamples of whut a smart modern intel-
| lectual Bnglishh women's college ean turn |
out, then I'in more than ever thankful |
that 1 set out for America. If you want
1o see thelr duplicate go and study Fanuy
in Bernard Bhaw's last published play.

And then I'm not afraid of the Amerl-
ean langunge either. If (U's to be a cholee
between two eovila 1 think 1 prefer your
brand of slang. 1t seema to me to better
justify its existence tnan does the Eng-|
lish varlety, Conglder, for Instance, the |
elegant phrase “You knock mesputrid.”
Of course 1 don't acguse the Oxford man
of this sort of thing, But he says “Eh,
what!" and “Dop't eher know" where!
they don't seem useful, and othcrwise has
a language all his own, -

Last year [ read an articlea by a dis-
gusted purist in the London New Age
giving a st of expressions current at the
historle reat of learning, and if memory
gerves me well most of them wers just
nauseating gihberlsh. Awmerlean slang, on
the other hand, whatever elss It may o1
may not be, is certainly & virlie growth,
expreaslve and humorous.  And for my
lnmt 1 Nnd most of it altogether dellght-

ful. .

But then of course 1'm one of the
heathen. But I keep wonderfully cheer-
ful. And I'm not worrying about what's
going to happen to me In America

' and we decided to take matters into our

| dragoed me off through an alley to jail.

! told what men had been drugged and
robbed in the dives. I set forth the evi- |
dence to holster strong suspicions of
numerous murders, 1 denounced !'le
justicea of the peace as grafters unfit
to hold offiee in a decent community. |

L | ;xpnsﬂd the men who owned the!
buildings in which the dives were operated. |
Yea, indead, my little paper was a sure |
enough searchlight and while it lasted it |
wns the most exciting thing in the way of |
a newspaner West Hammond aver knew. |
I think thers never was anvthing exactly
like it anywhere. Every issue shook
the town to its foundations like a cyclone,
It made a lot of enemies, but it inage more
friends

“When work upon the sireet paving
contract was resumed 1 determined to
stop it, The contractor was laying the
pavement with poor materiale, throwing
in broken bottles and rubbish for a foun- l
dation and using brittle and no account |
bricks. 1 tried to get an injunction to
stop the work, but failed. The contract
was valid and the contractor insisted on
going ahead.

“Finally in desperation [ collected a
band of women as determined as myself

With seventeen women in
my army [ descended upon the scene
where the pavement was being laid.
We swooped upon the astonished laborera
and tore up the bricks as fast as they
put them in place. Then we formed a
line across the street and stopped further
work by force,

“The chief of police arrived and nrdered
us awny. Wa jeered at him. Then he
ordered out the entirs police foros to dis-
perse us. The policemen charged upon .
us drawn up in line of battle with cluba
and drawn revolvers. They beat the
women over the shoulders with their!
chiba.

“Polleceman John Okra), a blg, burly
fellow, struck me and knocked me down.
1 jumped up and in my fury, hardly know-
ing what | was doing, I struck him in the
face. 'U'liflx you,' | sereamed. ‘Yes,' he
answered, ‘and 1'll fix you.'

“Ho caught me by the wrlsts

own handas.

and

Ho did not dare talee me througi a streat
for fear & mob would attsok him and re-
lease me. \ At the juil | was thrown I.puu
dark, foul\pell. snemics camae, and

1owent

Disreputable Resorts Closed, Honest Men
in Office and Lower Taxes After Two

Against Graft

leered and jeersd at ma. Thay showed
their delight at sesing me behind baras.

“1 sent word to my lawyer and Le v.tan
and offered bond for my release. eut it
was necessary for him to give bond be.ore
a justios of the peace. Justice Green,
who hated ma, being the only availabla
Magistrate, quietly stepped across tha
State line into Indiana and stood there in
plain sight in smiling contempt of my
lawyer’'s efforis to bail me out.

*Then a mob bagaun to gathar in front
of the jail and to clamor for iny releasas.
It was composeed of my frienda, the Poles,
who had coma to ragard me as a sort of
heroine and their libarator. Thay wera
mad all the way through and for a time the
pituation soemed nerious,

“The authorities realized that unless
they raleaamd ma the mob would break
into the jail. So Justice Green stepped
back across the State line and admitted
me to bail. Ihad been in a cell five hours

*1 was later taken before my old friend
Justice Green on a charge of rnll'\lnl
an officer and inciting a riot, The con-
atnble eummoned a jury composed of
hanmers on about the divea and aworn
liegamen of my enomies. My (rial was
a farce, Of coursa 1 was convicted
However, after the case had hean car-
rieed to the criminal eouvr: in Chicage
the town officiale decided it was good
policy to drop it and did not appear

|againet me.

“After the rict Tearriod my fight agalnst

| unjust assessments before Judge John

1. Owens in the county court and he
reduced the sirest assesaments of West
Hatrmond $20.000 a year. | loak upon
Judge Owens as the firat man to bring
law West Hammond, His decision
has given the bard pressed property
owners a breathing epell,

“Almoat every home in (he tawn is
mortgaged up te the hili. Under the
oll assessments there was littla hopa
that the mortgage ever would bao lifted,
The houssholders stageerad through life
under a load of debt. Now they are
paying o their mortgazes, In a few
vears this will ba a town of happy homes
free from morigares, Thia is the ona
res.lt of my fieht that fills me with great-
a8 jov -

“My hardest fight has been agains* the
dives, The dives eame to Wes Ham-
moned early. Because of the dives hun-
dreds of homes in West Hammond have
euTered actual want, wives have gona
poorly ¢ lad and destitute, cupboards have
been bare and children have gene hungry,

to

Workmen, every cent of whose wages
waa ueeded for families at howme, have
squandered their weok's wazes of A

Saturday night in these plaes.

i "1 believe that at least twenty murders
| have been committed by the divekeepers
or their bravos. Crime mav nevar ha
proved in the majority of thease cases,
but at 1=zt that many parsons hava di»d
Lin the dives under suspicisus cireum-

cetances, We have already proved murdar

in thie casa of Johin Messtaaker, who was
killed in Foss's resort

“These crimes have been committad
with impunity and with a reckness dis-
regard of conserquoncssthat is Astonish-
ing. The reason of this i+ that tha diva-
kppp.\r-: have coatrolled the polica and
have been given ahaalute protection.

“It iz unpleasant to speak of,
actual phesical offoe

but tha
{ of thew dives, which

"have heon in the town for te anty years,
rean be scen in the

deformities of chil-
maladies and suTering
in maay homes. I ever thera was an
eloquent and concinecing acgument for
woman suffesze i s these dives. If tha
women of Wost Hammond bad had the
right (o voto these festering nlazue spots
wontld have hean wiped out long azo

“1 begen my asctive eampaicn agzinst
the dives the first of the prosant vear
fully roalizing tha dif-
fleulties with waich 1 had to deal, the
hopelessnesa  almost  of the  crusade
Thew diveisepers wera the wealthiest
men in town, They were political powers
aconstomed to dicte'e the Mayop, tha
chief of police and members of the polies

dren, inherited

into il

foree, They Ll bheen the real hosses of
! West Hammond for vears. | knew the
1 & . "

| fight saminast this junta of eriminal men

eutrenched im0 their immemorial privi-
lege of gralt and robbery would belong
and bhitter, .

“1 called mass meetines, 1 placarded
the town with posters warning the dive-
Keeters (o leave town or they would ba
driverr out by outraged citizens. |
gerved notice upon the Aldermen that
unless thevy elossd the dives the voter:
wonkl close their political careers at the
next election. This last move had its
offect

“When the question of revoking the
litenzes of the divea came up in Couneil
thers was a deadlock. Four Aldarmen
voted for the dives and four againat
them., Mavor Wosceyznsii—my Mayor,
the Mayor of tha reformeri—cast the
deciding vote and the licenses wera re-
voked

“In the meantima I have adopted othar
tactics  a sort of flunk movement, as it
wera. | have deciarad war ypon tha
owners ol tho buildings. [ aroused a
regular ternpest not long ato at o mvating
of the Harmtnon'! Woman's Ulub, bafars
which 1 was invited to epaa’s, when [ an
nounced thit the husbhand of one af thl
club’s most prominent imambars was tha
owner of one of tha dive buildings. Thas
women of the elub grew ¢uite indignant
They demanded that | nima the womnan
1 referred to and I did it franklv and us-.
hesitating!ly and offerad indispatble
proft taken from tha county ragords
My exposure procipitated a foud among
the womon which alinost disrupted tha
club,

“I had the names of tha men who owned
the dive buildings published on poaters
about West Hammond. With others
of the reform element 1 called upon the
ownera and made them a proposition that
It they would oust tha dives we would flll
the buildings with desirable busineas
tenants. They daclined, Now we have
set about ousting thedives by legal proc-
enH,

“It has been a long and desperats
fight,” Miss Brooks conoluded, “but
victory is now assured. Weat Hammond
has been cleaned up, physically, politi-
cally and morally. It has bean the most
thorough house cleaning any town ever
had, and no town ever needed it mora
urgently. If my fight his dona nothing
else it has awakened the conscienee of
the community and aroused a publio senti-
ment and & publio spirit which will keep
the town clean for all time to comg,”

-
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